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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  author  had  expected  to  finish  this  work  early  in  the  cur- 
rent year,  but  he  found  himself  unable  to  compress  it  within  the 
limits  originally  intended.  The  important  events  of  the  Warfor  the 
Union  were  so  many ;  its  area  was  so  vast,  its  duration  so  con- 
siderable ;  the  minor  collisions  and  other  incidents  were  so  multifa- 
rious^  yet  often  so  essential  to  a  clear  understanding  of  its  progress 
and  results,  that  this  volume  has  expanded  far  beyond  his  intent, 
and  required  for  its  preparation  extra  months  of  assiduous  and 
engrossing  labor.  Even  now,  though  its  contents  probably  exceed' 
in  amount  those  of  any  other  single  volume  which  the  War  has 
called  forth,  it  barely  touches  some  points  which  may  be  deemed 
essential  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  whole  matter.  Of  the  War 
itself,  however — that  is,  of  the  Military  events  which  made  up  the 
physical  struggle  initiated  by  Secession — this  volume  aspires  to 
give  &  clear  though  necessarily  condensed  account,  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  year  1862  down  to  the  final  and  complete  overthrow  of 
the  Confederacy.  That  aU  his  judgments  will  be  concurred  in  by 
every  reader,  the  author  has  no  right  to  expect ;  but  his  aim  has 
been  to  set  forth  events  as  they  occurred,  and  as  they  will  appear 
to  clear-sighted  observers  a  century  hence;  and  he  rests  in  the 
confident  belief  that  those  who  dissent  from  his  conclusions  will 
nevertheless  respect  the  sincerity  with  which  they  are  cherished, 
tnd  the  frankness  wherewith  they  are  avowed. 
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EXPLANATORY. 


Thx  Hifltorj  which  this  Yolome  completes  was  Bot  contemplated  by  its  aathor  till  just 
after  the  Draft  Riots  by  which  this  Emporiom  was  damaged  and  disgraced  in  July,  18<(8. 
Up  to  the  occarrence  of  those  Riots,  I  had  not  been  habitually  confident  of  an  auspicious 
immediate  issue  from  our  momentous  struggle.  Never  doubting  that  the  ultimate 
result  would  be  such  as  to  yindicate  emphatically  the  profoundly  wise  beneficence  of 
Qodf  it  had  seemed  to  me  more  probable— in  riew  of  the  protracted  and  culpable  com* 
plidty  of  the  North  in  whatever  of  guilt  or  shame,  of  immorality  or  debasement,  was 
inseparable  from  the  existence  and  growth  of  American  Slavery — ^that  a  temporary  tri- 
umph might  accrue  to  the  Confederates.  The  real  danger  of  the  Republic  was  not  that 
of  permanent  division,  but  of  general  saturation  by  and  subjugation  to  the  despotic 
ideas  and  aims  of  the  Slaveholding  Oligarchy.  Had  the  Oonfederacy  proved  able  to 
wrest  from  the  Federal  authorities  an  acknowledgment  of  its  Independence,  and  had  Peaee 
been  established  and  ratified  on  that  basis,  I  believe  the  Democratic  Party  in  the  loyal 
Stated  would  have  forthwith  taken  ground  for  'restoration'  by  the  secesaion  of  their 
re^ective  States,  whether  jointly  or  severally,  from  the  Union,  and  their  adhesion  to  the 
Oonfederacy  under  its  Montgomery  Oonstitution— making  Slavery  universal  and  per- 
petuaL  And,  under  the  moral  influence  of  Southern  triumph  and  Northern  defeat,  in 
fall  view  of  the  certainty  that  thus  only  could  reunion  be  achieved,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  law  of  political  gravitation,  of  centripetal  force,  thus  i^pealed  to,  must 
lutve  ultimately  prevailed.  Commercial  and  manufSacturing  thrift  would  have  gradually 
Tanquished  moral  repugnance.  It  might  have  required  some  years  to  heal  the  wounds 
of  War  and  secure  a  popular  m^ority  in  three  or  four  of  the  Border  States  in  favor  of 
Annexation ;  but  the  geographic  and  economic  indtements  to  Union  are  so  urgent  and 
palpable,  that  State  after  State  would  have  conduded  to  go  to  the  mountain,  since  it 
•tnbbomly  refused  to  come  to  Mahomet;  and,  all  the  States  that  the  Oonfederacy  would 
oooaent  to  accept,  on  conditions  of  penitence  and  abjuration,  would,  in  time,  have 
booked  humbly  at  its  grim  portals  for  admission  and  fellowship.  That  we  have  been 
saved  from  such  a  fate  is  due  to  the  valor  of  our  soldiers,  the  constancy  of  our  ruling 
statesmen,  the  patriotic  faith  and  courage  of  those  citizens  who,  within  a  period  of 
three  years,  loaned  more  than  Two  Billions  to  their  Government  when  it  seemed  to 
many  just  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin ;  yet,  more  than  all  else,  to  the  favor  and  bless- 
ing of  Almighty  God.  They  who,  whether  in  Europe  or  America,  from  July,  1862,  to 
July,  1868,  believed  the  Union  death-stricken,  had  the  balance  of  material  probabilities 
OB  their  side :  they  erred  only  in  underrating  the  potency  of  those  inteDectual,  moral, 
and  Providential  forces,  which  in  our  age  operate  with  aooelarated  power  and  activity  in 
behalf  of  Liberty,  Intelligenoe,  and  Civilization. 

So  long  as  it  seemed  probable  that  our  War  would  result  more  immediatdy  in  a  Rebel 
triumph,  I  had  no  wish,  no  heart,  to  be  one  of  its  historians;  and  it  was  only  when — 
tbOowing  dosdy  on  the  heeb  of  the  great  Union  successes  of  July,  1868,  at  Q«ttysburg, 
Tldksburg,  Port  Hudson,  and  Hdenft— I  had  seen  the  Rebellion  resisted  and  defeated  in 
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this  Oitj  of  New  York  (where  its  ideas  and  vital  aims  were  more  generally  cherished 
than  eyen  in  Bonth  Oarolina  or  Looisiana),  that  I  oonfidentlj  hoped  for  an  immediate  and 
palpable,  rather  than  a  remote  and  oironitons  triumph  of  the  Union,  now  and  evermore 
blended  inseparably  with  Emancipation — with  the  legal  and  National  recognition  of 
eyery  man^s  right  to  himself.  Thenceforward,  with  momentary  intervals  of  anxiety, 
depression,  and  doubt,  it  has  been  to  me  a  labor  of  love  to  deyote  every  available  hoar 
to  the  history  of  the  American  Oonflict 

This  Yolmne  is  essentially  Ifilitary,  as  the  former  was  Oivil :  that  is,  it  treats  mainly 
of  Armies,  Marches,  Battles,  Sieges,  and  the  alternations  of  good  and  ill  fortune  that, 
fh>m  January,  1862,  to  May,  1865,  befell  the  contending  forces  respectively  of  the  Union 
and  the  Confederacy.  But  he  who  reads  with  attention  will  discern  that  I  have 
regarded  even  these  under  a  moral  rather  than  a  purely  material  aspect.  Others  have 
doubtless  surpassed  me  in  the  vividness,  the  graphic  power,  of  their  delineations  of  '  the 
noise  of  the  captains,  and  the  shouting:'  I  have  sought  more  especially  to  portray  the 
silent  influence  of  these  collisions,  with  the  efforts,  burdens,  sacrifices,  bereavements, 
they  involved,  in  gradually  molding  and  refining  Public  Opinion  to  accept,  and  ultimately 
demand,  the  overthrow  and  extinction  of  Human  Slavery,  as  the  one  vital,  implacable 
enemy  of  our  Nationality  and  our  Peace.  Hence,  while  at  least  three-fourths  of  this 
Volume  narrates  Military  or  Naval  occurrences,  I  presume  a  larger  space  of  it  than  of  any 
rival  is  devoted  to  tracing,  with  all  practicable  brevity,  the  succession  of  Political  events; 
the  sequences  of  legislation  in  Oongress  with  regard  to  Slavery  and  the  War ;  the  varying 
phases  of  Public  Sentiment ;  the  rise,  growth,  and  decline,  of  hopes  that  the  War  would  be 
ended  through  the  accession  of  its  adversaries  to  power  in  the  Union.  I  labor  under  a 
grave  mistake  if  this  be  not  judged  by  our  grandchildren  (should  any  of  them  condescend 
to  read  it)  the  most  important  and  interesting  feature  of  my  work. 

I  have  differed  from  most  annalists,  in  preferrhig  to  follow  a  campaign  or  distinct 
military  movement  to  its  dose  before  interrupting  its  narration  to  give  accounts  of  simul- 
taneous movements  or  campaigns  in  distant  regions,  between  other  armies,  led  by  other 
commanders.  In  my  historical  reading,  I  have  often  been  perplexed  and  conftised  by 
the  facility  wherewith  chroniclers  leap  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Danube,  and  from  the 
Ebro  to  the  Vistula.  In  fiill  view  of  the  necessary  inter-dependence  of  events  occurring 
on  widely  separated  arenas,  it  has  seemed  to  me  preferable  to  follow  one  movement  to 
its  culmination  before  dealing  with  another ;  deeming  the  inconveniences  and  obscurities 
involved  in  this  method  less  serious  than  those  unavoidable  (by  me,  at  least)  on  any  dif- 
ferent plan.  Others  wiU  judge  between  my  method  and  that  which  has  usually  been 
followed. 

I  have  bestowed  more  attention  on  marches,  and  on  the  minor  incidents  of  a  campaign, 
than  is  common :  historians  usually  devoting  their  time  and  force  mainly  to  the  portrayal 
of  great,  decisive  (or  at  least  destructive)  batties.  But  batties  are  so  often  won  or  lost 
by  sagaciously  planned  movements,  skillful  combinations,  well-conducted  marches,  and 
wise  dispositions,  that  I  have  extended  to  these  a  prominence  which  seemed  to  me  more 
clearly  justified  than  usually  conceded.  He  was  not  an  incapable  general  who  observed 
that  he  chose  to  win  battles  with  his  soldiers'  legs  rather  than  their  muskets. 

As  to  dates,  I  could  wish  that  commanders  on  all  hands  were  more  precise  than  they 
usually  are ;  but,  wherever  dates  were  accessible,  I  have  given  them,  even  though  in- 
vested with  no  special  or  obvious  consequence.  Printed  mainly  as  foot-noteft,  they  con- 
sume littie  space,  and  do  not  interrupt  the  flow  of  the  narrative.    The  reader  who  does 
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not  yalae  need  not  heed  them ;  while  the  critioal  student  will  often  find  them  of  decided 
nse.  Should  any  one  demur  to  this,  I  nrge  him  to  examine  thonghtfollj  the  dates  of 
the  dispatches  received  and  sent  hj  McOlellan  hetween  his  retreat  to  Harrison^s  bar  and 
Pope^s  defeat  at  Groveton ;  also,  those  given  in  my  account  of  his  movements  from  the 
honr  of  his  arrival  at  Frederick  to  that  of  Lee^s  retreat  from  Sharpsbnrg  across  the 
Potomac. 

I  trust  it  will  be  observed  hj  candid  critics  that,  while  I  seek  not  to  disgnise  the  fact 
that  I  honor  and  esteem  some  of  onr  commanders  as  I  do  not  others,  I  have  been  blind 
neither  to  the  errors  of  the  former  nor  to  the  jnst  claims  of  the  latter — ^that  mj  high 
estimation  of  Grant  and  Sherman  (for  instance)  has  not  led  me  to  conceal  or  soften  the 
lack  of  reasonable  precaations  which  so  nearly  involved  their  country  in  deplorable  if 
not  irremediable  disaster  at  Pittsburg  Landing.  So  with  Banks's  mishap  at  Sabine 
Gross-roads  and  Butler's  faUure  at  Fort  Fisher.  On  the  other  hand,  I  trust  my  lack  of 
faith  in  such  officers  as  Buell  and  Fitz  John  Porter  has  not  led  me  to  represent  them  as 
incapable  or  timorous  soldiers.  What  I  believe  in  regard  to  these  and  many  more  of 
their  school  is,  that  they  were  misplaced — ^that  they  halted  between  their  love  of  country 
and  their  traditional  devotion  to  Slavery — that  they  clung  to  the  hope  of  a  compromise 
which  should  preserve  both  Slavery  and  the  Union,  long  after  all  reasonable  ground  of 
hope  had  vanished;  fighting  the  Rebellion  with  gloved  hands  and  relaxed  sinews  because 
they  mistakenly  held  that  so  only  was  the  result  they  sighed  for  (deeming  it  most  be- 
neficent) to  be  attained.  If  the  facts  do  not  Justify  my  conviction,  I  trust  they  will  be 
found  so  fiedrly  presented  in  the  following  pages  as  to  ftirnish  the  proper  corrective  for 
my  errors. 

Without  having  given  much  heed  to  rival  issues,  I  presume  this  volume  will  be  found 
to  contain  accounts  (necessarily  very  brief)  of  many  minor  actions  and  skirmishes  which 
have  been  passed  unheeded  by  other  historians,  on  the  assumption  that,  as  they  did  not 
perceptibly  affect  the  great  issue,  they  are  unworthy  of  record.  But  the  nature  and 
extent  of  that  influence  is  matter  of  opinion,  while  the  qualities  displayed  in  these  col- 
li^ons  were  frequently  deserving  of  grateful  remembrance.  And,  beside,  an  affair  of  out- 
posts or  foraging  expeditions  has  often  exerted  a  most  signal  influence  over  the  spirits 
of  two  great  antagonist  armies,  and  thus  over  the  issues  of  a  battle,  and  even  of  a  cam- 
paign. Oompressed  within  the  narrowest  limits,  I  have  chosen  to  glance  at  nearly  every 
conflict  of  armed  forces,  and  to  give  lime  to  these  which  others  have  devoted  to  more 
elaborate  and  florid  descriptions  of  great  battles.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  compress  within 
the  allotted  space  the  greatest  number  of  notable  facts  and  circumstances;  others  must 
judge  how  fully  this  end  has  been  achieved. 

Doubtless,  many  errors  of  fact,  and  some  of  judgment,  are  embodied  in  the  following 
pages :  for,  as  yet,  even  the  official  reports,  Ac.,  which  every  historian  of  this  war  must 
desire  to  study,  are  but  partiaUy  accessible.  I  have  missed  especially  the  Confederate 
reports  of  the  later  campaigns ;  only  a  few  of  which  have  been  made  public,  though 
many  more,  it  is  probable,  will  in  time  be.  Some  of  these  may  have  been  destroyed  at 
the  hasty  evacuation  of  Richmond;  but  many  must  have  been  preserved,  in  manu- 
script  if  not  in  print,  and  will  yet  see  the  light.  So  far  as  they  were  attainable,  I  have 
nsed  the  reports  of  Confederate  officers  as  freely  as  those  of  their  antagonists,  and  have 
accorded  them  nearly  if  not  quite  equal  credit  I  judge  that  the  habit  of  understating 
or  concealing  their  losses  was  more  prevalent  with  Confederate  than  with  Union  com- 
manders; in  over-estimating  the  numbers  they  resisted,  I  have  not  been  able  to  perceive 
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mj  ^ttflbtenoe.    It  is  simple  truth  to  my  that  taoh  OTer-eethnates  seem  to  hare  been 
quite  ooramoa  on  both  sides. 

I  shall  be  penonallj  obliged  to  anj  one,  no  matter  on  what  side  he  senred,  who  will 
ftirnidi  me  with  trastworthj  data  for  the  oorreotion  of  any  misstatement  embodied  in 
tills  work.  If  such  correction  shall  dictate  a  revimon  of  anj  harsh  judgment  on  friend 
or  foe,  it  will  be  received  and  conformed  to  with  profound  gratitude.  "My  convictions 
touching  the  origin,  indtements,  and  character,  of  the  War  from  which  we  have  so 
happWf  emerged,  are  very  positive,  being  the  fruits  of  man j  years'  almost  exclusive 
devotion  to  National  afllairs ;  but  my  judgments  as  to  occurrences  and  persons  are  held 
subject  to  modification  upon  farther  and  clearer  presentments  of  fSacts.  It  is  my  pur- 
pose to  revise  and  correct  the  following  pages  from  day  to  day  as  new  light  shall  be 
aflbrded;  and  I  ask  those  who  may  feel  aggrieved  by  any  statement  I  shall  herein  have 
given  to  the  public,  to  fluvor  me  with  the  proofe  of  its  inaccuracy.  Unwilling  to  be 
drawn  into  controversy,  I  am  most  anxious  to  render  exact  justice  to  each  and  all. 

The  subject  of  Beeonstruetion  (er  Restoration)  is  not  within  the  purview  of  this  woric, 
and  I  have  taken  pains  to  avoid  it  so  far  as  possible.  The  time  is  not  yet  for  treating  it 
exhaustively,  or  even  historically;  its  importance,  as  well  as  its  immaturity,  demand  for 
its  treatment  thoughtftil  hesitation  as  well  as  fhllness  of  knowledge.  Should  I  be  living 
when  the  work  is  at  length  complete,  I  may  submit  a  survey  of  its  nature,  progress,  and 
lesnlts :  meantime,  I  will  only  avow  my  undoubting  Mik  that  the  same  Divine  Benignity 
which  has  guided  our  country  through  perils  more  palpable  if  not  more  formidable,  will 
pilot  her  saMy,  even  though  slowly,  through  those  which  now  yawn  before  her,  and 
bring  her  at  last  into  the  haven  of  perfect  Peace,  genuine  Fraternity,  and  everlasting 
TJidon — ^a  Peace  grounded  on  reciprocal  esteem ;  a  Fraternity  based  on  sincere,  fervent 
love  of  our  common  country;  and  a  Union  cemented  by  hearty  and  general  recognition 
of  the  truth,  that  the  only  abiding  security  for  the  cherished  rights  of  any  Is  to  be  found 
in  a  full  and  hearty  recognition  of  Human  Brotherhood  as  well  as  State  sisterhood — ^in 
the  establishment  and  assured  maintenance  of  All  Bights  for  All. 

H.  Q. 

Ifm  Fork,  July  21, 1866. 
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VOLUME   II. 


TEXAS   AND    NEW   MEXICO. 


The  frontiers  of  Texas,  Mexican 
and  savage,  were  guarded,  prior  to 
the  outbreak  of  Secession,  by  a  line  of 
forts  or  military  posts  stretching  from 
Brownsville,  opposite  Matamoras,  to 
the  Ked  Eiver.  These  forts  were 
located  at  average  distances  of  one 
hundred  miles,  and  were  severally 
held  by  detachments  of  from  50  to 
150  of  the  regular  army.  San  Anto- 
nio, 150  miles  inland  from  Indianola, 
on  Matagorda  Bay,  was  the  head- 
quarters of  the  department,  whence 
the  most  remote  post — ^Fort  Bliss,  on 
the  usual  route  Aence  to  New  Mex- 
ico— was  distant  675  miles.  The 
whole  number  of  regulars  distributed 
throughout  Texas  was  2,612,  compri- 
sing nearly  half  the  effective  force  of 
our  little  army. 

When,  soon  after  Mr.  Lincoln's 
election,  but  months  prior  to  his  in- 
auguration, Gten.  David  E.  Twiggs 
was  dispatched  by  Secretary  Floyd 


from  New  Orleans  to  San  Antonio, 
and  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
department,  it  was  doubtless  under- 
stood between  them  tliat  his  business 
in  Texas  was  to  betray  this  entire 
force,  or  so  much  of  it  as  possible, 
into  the  hands  of  the  yet  undevel- 
oped traitors  with  whom  Floyd  was 
secretly  in  league,  Twiggs's  age 
and  infirmities  had  for  some  time 
excused  him  from  active  service,  un- 
til this  ungracious  duty — ^if  duty  it 
can  be  called — ^was  imposed  upon 
and  readily  accepted  by  him.  With- 
in 90  days  after  his  arrival  *  af  Indi- 
anola, he  had  surrendered'  the  entire 
force  at  and  near  San  Antonio,  with 
all  their  arms,  munitions,  and  sup- 
plies, to  tliree  persons  acting  as 
"Commissioners  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Safety,"  se- 
cretly appointed'  by  the  Convention 
which  had  just  before  assumed  to 
take  Texas  out  of  the  Union.*    The 


'  December  5,  1860. 

'Eebniarj  18,  1861.  He  immediatelj  and 
openlj  declared  that  the  Union  could  not  last 
60  dajB,  and  warned  officers,  if  thej  had  paj 
doe  them,  to  draw  it  at  once,  as  this  would  be 
thelait 

'  Mnnaiy  6,  186L 
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*  Feb.  1.  The  Convention  met  this  day  at 
Austin,  and  at  once  passed  an  ordinance  of 
Secession,  subject  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  an 
election  to  be  held  on  the  23d  inst. ;  the  ordi- 
nance, if  approved,  to  take  effect  on  the  2d  of 
liarch.  Texas  was  therefore  still  in  the  Union, 
even  according  to  the  logic  of  Secession. 
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betrayal  was  colored,  not  fairly 
doaked,  by  a  slim  display  of  mili- 
tary force  in  behalf  of  the  sovereign 
State  of  Texas,  CoL  Ben.  McCulloch, 
an  original  and  ardent  Secessionist, 
having  undertaken  and  fulfilled  the 
duty  of  raising  that  force  and  post- 
ing it  in  and  around  San  Antonio, 
so  as  to  give  countenance  to  the  de- 
mand for  capitulation.  It  was  fairly 
stipulated  in  writing  between  the 
contracting  parties,  that  our  troops 
should  simply  evacuate  Texas,  march- 
ing to  and  embarking  at  the  coast, 
where  their  artillery  and  means  of 
transportation  were  to  be  given  up, 
while  they,  with  their  small  arms, 
should  proceed  by  water  to  any  point 
outside  of  Texas;  but  these  condi- 
tions, though  made  by  a  traitor  in 
Fed^td  uniform  with  fellow-traitors 
wbo  had  cast  off  all  disguise,  were 
shameflilly  violated.  Col.  C.  A. 
Waite,  who,  after  the  withdrawal  of 
Floyd  irom  the  Cabinet,  had  been 
sent  down  to  supersede  Twiggs  in 
his  command,  reached  San  Antonio 
tiie  morning  aft;er  the  capitulation, 
when  all  the  material  of  war  had  been 
turned  over  to  the  Eebel  Commis- 
sioners, and  1,500  armed  Texans  sur- 
rounded our  little  band,  in  the  first 
flush  of  exultation  over  their  easy 
triumph.  Unable  to  resist  this  rap- 
idly augmenting  force,  Waite  had  no 
ahemative  but  to  ratify  the  surren- 
der, dispatching,  by  permission,  mes- 
sengers to  the  frontier  posts,  to  ap- 
prise the  other  commanders  that  they 
were  included  in  its  terms.  Collect- 
ing and  dispatching  his  men  as  rap- 
idly as  he  might,  he  had  some  1,200 
encamped  at  Indianola  ready  for  em- 
barkation, when  they  were  visited  by 
Col.  E.  Van  Dom,  of  the  Confeder- 


ate service,  recently  a  captain  in  our 
army,  who  had  been  sent  from  Mont- 
gomery with  authority  to  offer  in- 
creased rank  and  pay  to  all  who 
would  take  service  with  the  Eebels. 
His  mission  was  a  confessed  failure. 
A  few  of  the  higher  officers  had  par- 
ticipated in  Twiggs's  treason ;  but  no 
more  of  these,  and  no  private  sol- 
diers, could  be  cajoled  or  bribed  into 
deserting  the  flag  of  their  country. 

Col.  Waite  was  still  at  San  Anto- 
nio, when  news  reached  Indianola* 
6f  the  reduction*  of  Fort  Sumter; 
and  Col.  Van  Dom,  with  three  armed 
steamers  from  Galveston,  arrived  with 
instructions  from  Montgomery  to  cap- 
ture and  hold  as  prisoners  of  war  all 
Federal  soldiers  and  officers  remain- 
ing in  Texas.  Maj.  Sibley,  in  com- 
mand at  that  port,  had  chartered  two 
small  schooners  and  embarked  there- 
on a  part  of  his  force,  when  he  was 
compdiled  to  surrender  again  uncon- 
ditionally. Col.  Waite  was  in  like 
manner  captured  at  San  Antonio,  by 
order  of  M^j.  Macklin,  late  an  officer 
in  our  service,  imder  Twiggs ;  Capt. 
Wilcox,  who  made  the  arrest,  an- 
swering Waite's  protest  with  the 
simple  words,  "I  have  the  force.'' 
Waite,  and  a  few  officers  with  him, 
were  compelled  to  accept  paroles  not 
to  serve  against  the  Confederacy  un- 
less regularly  exchanged. 

Of  course,  the  forces  at  the  several 
posts  protecting  the  frontiers  of  Texas, . 
being  isolated  and  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  each  other,  or 
with  a  common  head-quarters,  fell  an 
easy  prey  to  the  Rebels.  A  part  of 
them  were  commanded  by  officers  in 
full  sympathy  and  perfect  under- 
standing with  the  Texas  conspirators 
for  Secession,  who,  by  means  of  the  se- 


•  April  17,  1861. 


•  April  13. 
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orat  OTganisation  known  as  ^Knights 
ef  the  Golden  Circle,"  Ixaving  ito 
TazaB  head-quarters  at  San  Antcmio, 
and  its  ^  castles'  or  afSliated  lodges  in 
erery  part  of  the  State,  had  prose- 
cuted its  undertaking  at  imm^ise 
advantage  over  the  unorganized  and 
Q&eaa,  unsuspecting  as  well  as  unin- 
formed Unionists.  The  c<mq>iratorB 
had  long  before  made  th^nselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  loyal  or  disloyal 
prodivities  of  the  Federal  officers; 
and,  wherever  an  important  position 
was  held  by  an  inflexible  Unionist, 
they  were  able,  by  secret  representa- 
tions at  the  War  Department,  to  pro- 
oore  sudi  a  substitution  as  they  de- 
sired ;  and  thus  Col.  Loring,  a  North 
Carolinian,  deep  in  their  coxmsels,  had 
been  sent  out  by  Floyd,  in  the  Spring 
of  1860,  to  take  command  c^  the  de- 
partment of  New  Mexico,  while  Col. 
G.  B.  Crittenden,  a  Kentuckian,  of 
like  spirit  and  purposes,  was  aj^inted 
by  Loring  to  command  an  expedition 
against  the  Apaches,  to  start  from 
Fort  Staunton  in  the  Spring  of  1861. 
lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Roberts,  however, 
who  here  joined  the  expedition  with 
two  companies  of  cavalry,  soon  dis- 
covered that  Crittenden  was  devoting 
all  his  sober  moments — which  were 
few — ^to  the  systematic  corruption  of 
hii  subordinates,  with  intent  to  lead 
his  regiment  to  Texas,  and  there  turn 
it  over  to  the  service  and  support  of 
the  BebeUion.  Bob^rts  repelled  his 
solicitations,'  and  refused  to  obey  any 
of  his  orders  which  should  be  prompt- 
ed by  the  qpirit  of  treason.  He  finally 
accepted  a  furlough,  su^ested  by 
Loring,  and  quickly  repaired  under 
it  to  Santa  F^,  the  head-quarters  of 
the  department,  making  a  revelation 
of  Crittenden^s  treachery  to  its  com- 


mander, CoL  Loring,  and  his  adjv* 
taut,  but  only  to  find  them  both  at 
thoroughly  disloyal  as  Crittenden. 
He  was  rudely  rebuked  by  them  as  a 
meddler  with  other  men's  business, 
and  ordered  directly  back  to  Fort 
Staunton,  but  feund  opportunity  to 
give  notice  to  Capt  Hatch,  com- 
manding at  Albuquerque,  to  Capt. 
M(»Tis,  who  held  Fort  Craig,  and 
other  loyal  officers,  of  the  treachery 
of  their  superiors,  and  the  duty  in- 
cumbent on  them  of  resisting  it. 

Meantime,  desperate  efforts  were 
made  by  the  prominent  traitors  to 
bring  their  men  over  to  their  views, 
by  assurances  that  the  Union  had 
ceased  to  exist — ^tbat  it  had  no  longer 
a  Government  able  to  pay  them  or 
feed  them — ^while,  if  they  would  but 
consent  to  go  to  Texas  and  take  ser> 
vice  with  the  Confederacy,  they  should 
be  paid  in  full,  and  more  than  paid, 
beside  having  great  chances  of  pro- 
motion. To  their  honor  be  it  reocadr 
ed,  not  one  man  listened  to  the  voice 
of  the  charmer,  though  Capt  Clai* 
bom,  at  Fort  Staunton,  made  several 
harangues  to  his  company,  intended?, 
to  entice  them  into  the  Confederate 
service.  Of  the  1,200  regulars  in 
New  Mexico,  one  only  deserted  during 
this  time  of  trial,  and  he,  it  is  be> 
lieved,  did  not  join  the  enemy.  Fi- 
nally, the  disloyal  officers,  headed 
by  Loring  and  Crittenden,  were  glad 
to  escape  unattended,  making  theit 
rendezvous  at  Fort  Fillmore,  twenty 
miles  from  the  Texas  line,  not  fiur 
firom  £1  Paso,  where  Maj.  Lynde 
commuided.  Here  they  renewed 
their  intrigues  and  importunities, 
finding  a  large  portion  of  the  officers 
equally  traitorous  with  themselves. 
But  Maj.  Lynde  appeared  to  hold  out 


'  See  hia  teetimonj  before  the  Oommittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War.^Beport|  PM  3,  pp.  364-72. 
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against  their  solicitations.  His  forces, 
however,  were  so  demoralized  that, 
soon  afterward,*  when  he  led  480 
of  them,  out  of  700,  to  the  village  of 
Mesilla,  some  twenty  miles  distant,  he 
fell  into  an  ambuscade  of  200  badly 
armed  Texans,  and,  after  a  skirmish, 
wherein  his  conduct  can  only  be  vin- 
dicated from  the  imputation  of  cow- 
ardice by  the  presumption  of  treason, 
he  ordered  a  retreat  to  the  fort,  which 
-  his  men  were  next  day  engaged  in 
fortifying,  when  surprised,  at  lOJ  a.  m., 
by  an  order  to  evacuate  that  night. 
The  commissary  was  ordered  to  roll 
out  the  whisky,  from  which  the  men 
were  allowed  to  fill  their  canteens, 
and  drink  at  discretion.  No  water 
was  furnished  for  the  weary  march 
before  them,  over  a  hot  and  thirsty 
desert.  They  started  as  ordered ;  but, 
before  they  had  advanced  ten  miles, 
men  were  dropping  out  of  the  ranks, 
and  falling  to  the  earth  exhausted  or 
dead  drunk. 

At  2  A.  M.,  a  Texan  force  was  seen 
advancing  on  their  flank,  whereupon 
Lynde's  Adjutant  remarked,  "  They 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  us."  Our 
men  were  halted,  so  many  of  them, 
at  least,  as  had  not  already  halted  of 
their  own  accord;  and  the  officers 
held  a  long  council  of  war.  Many 
privates  of  the  command  likewise 
took  coimsel,  and  decided  to  fight. 
Just  then,  Oapt.  Gibbs  appeared  from 
the  officers'  council,  and  ordered  a 
retreat  upon  the  camp,  saying,  "  We 
will  fight  them  there."  Arrived  at 
the  camp,  our  soldiers  were  ordered 
to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  inform- 
ed, "  You  are  turned  over  as  prison- 
ers of  war."  The  subordinate  offi- 
cers disclaimed  any  responsibility  for 
this  disgracefrd  surrender,  laying  the 


blame  wholly  upon  Lynde.  Our 
men  were  paroled,  and  permitted,  as 
prisoners,  to  pursue  their  course 
northward,  aft;er  listening  to  a  speech 
from  CoL  Baylor,  of  their  captors^ 
intended  to  win  their  good-wiU. 

Their  sufferings,  on  that  forlorn 
march  to  Albuquerque  and  Fort 
Wise,  were  protracted  and  terrible ; 
some  becoming  deranged  from  the 
agony  of  their  thirst ;  some  seeking 
to  quench  it  by  opening  their  veins, 
and  drinking  their  own  blood.  Maj. 
Lynde,  instead  of  being  court-mar- 
tialed and  shot,  was  simply  dropped 
from  the  rolls  of  the  army,  his  dis- 
missal to  date  from  his  surrender  ;• 
and  Capt.  A.  H.  Pluramer,  his  com- 
missary, who  held  $17,000  in  drafts, 
which  he  might  at  any  moment  have 
destroyed,  but  which  were  handed 
over  to  and  used  by  the  Kebels,  was 
sentenced  by  court-martial  to  be  rep- 
rimanded in  general  orders,  and  sus- 
pended from  duty  for  six  months  I 

New  Mexico,  thus  shamefriUy  be* 
reft,  at  a  blow,  of  half  her  defend- 
ers, was  now  reckoned  an  easy  prey 
to  the  gathering  forces  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. Her  Mexican  population,  ig- 
norant, timid,  and  superstitious,  had 
been  attached  to  the  Union  by  con- 
quest, scarcely  fifteen  years  before, 
and  had,  meantime,  been  mainly  un- 
der the  training  of  Democratic  offi- 
cialsof  strongpro-Slavery  sympathies,* 
who  had  induced  her  Territorial 
Legislature,  some  two  years  before, 
to  pass  an  act  recognizing  Slavery  as 
legally  existing  among  them,  and 
providing  stringent  safeguards  for  its 
protection  and  security — an  act 
which  was  still  unrepealed.  Her 
Democratic  officials  had  not  yet  been 


*Jtil7  24|1861. 


•  Julj  27,  1861. 
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replaced  by  appointees  of  President 
Lincoln.  Her  Delegate  in  Congress, 
lOgnel  A.  Otero,  had  issoed*''  and 
eircdlated  an  address  to  her  people, 
intended  to  disaffect  them  toward  the 
Union,  and  incite  them  to  favor  the 
BebeUion ;  but  her  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor, Abraham  Eencher,  though  a 
North  Carolinian,  upon  receiving 
news  of  Lynde's  surrender,  issued  a 
prodamation  calling  out  the  entire 
militia  force  of  the  Territory,  to  act 
as  a  home  guard ;  which  call,  though 
it  added  inconsiderably  to  the  effec- 
tive force  of  her  defenders,  was  cal- 
culated to  exert  a  wholesome  influ- 
ence upon  public  opinion,  and  keep 
restless  spirits  out  of  mischief.  Col. 
£.  B.  8.  Canby,  who  had  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  Department, 
was  a  loyal  and  capable  soldier,  and 
was  surrounded,  for  the  most  part, 
by  good  and  true  men.  When  the 
new  Governor,  Henry  Connolly, 
met"  the  Territorial  Legislature,  a 
very  wholesome  and  earnest  loyalty 
was  found  well-nigh  universal,  so 
that  the  Governor's  cautious  recom- 
mendation that  the  act  for  the  pro- 
tection of  slave  property  be  modified, 
as  needlessly  severe  and  rigorous, 
was  promptly  responded  to  by  an  al- 
most unanimous  repeal  of  the  entire 
act,  leaving  the  statute-book  of  New 
Mexico  clean  of  all  complicity  with 
the  chattelizing  of  man. 

Meantime,  Col.  Canby  was  quietly 
proceeding  with  the  organization  of 
his  militia  and  other  forces  for  the 
inevitable  contest,  crippled  through- 
out by  the  want  of  money,  munitions, 
and  supplies  of  all  kinds.  Even  di- 
recticms  and  orders,  so  plentifully  be- 
stowed on  most  subordinates,  were 
not  vouchsafed  him  from  Washing- 


ton, where  the  absorption  of  all  ener- 
gies in  the  more  immediate  and  mo- 
mentous struggle  on  the  Potomac  and 
the  Missouri,  denied  him  even  an  an- 
swer to  his  frequent  and  importunate 
requisitions  and  representations.  An 
urgent  appeal,  however,  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  adjacent  Territory  of 
Colorado,  had  procured  him  thrice  a 
regiment  of  volunteers,  who,  though 
falling  £eu*  enough  short  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  trained  soldiers,  were  worth 
five  to  ten  times  their  number  of  his 
New  Mexican  levies.  Making  the 
best  use  possible  of  his  scanty  or  in- 
different materials,  he  was  probably 
about  half  ready  to  take  the  field 
when  apprised  that  the  Texans  were 
upon  him. 

Gen.  H.  F.  Sibley  had  encounter- 
ed similar  difficulties,  save  in  the 
qualities  of  his  men,  in  organizing 
and  arming,  in  north-western  Texas, 
the  "Sibley  Brigade,"  designed  for 
the  conquest  of  New  Mexico.  His 
funds  were  scanty,  and  the  credit  of 
his  Government  quite  as  low  as  that 
depended  on  by  Canby;  but  the 
settled,  productive  districts  of  Texas 
were  not  very  remote  nor  inaccessible, 
while  Canby 's  soldiers  were  for  weeks 
on  short  allowance,  simply  because 
provisions  for  their  comfortable  sub- 
sistence were  not  to  be  had  in  New 
Mexico,  nor  nearer  than  Missouri, 
then  a  revolutionary  volcano,  where 
production  had  nearly  ceased.  Two 
insignificant  collisions  had  taken 
place  near  Fort  Craig."  In  the 
earlier,  a  company  of  New  Mexican 
volunteers,  Capt.  Mink,  were  routed 
and  pursued  by  a  party  of  Texans, 
who,  in  their  turn,  were  beaten  and 
chased  away,  with  considerable  loss, 
by  about  100  regulars  from  the  finrt. 


*IW).15,  18€L 
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The  surviving  Texans  escaped  to 
Mesilla;  and  Canbj  occupied  the 
frontier  posts  so  far  down  as  Fort 
Staunton,  leaving  Fort  Fillmore  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  Texans. 

Gen.  Sibley,  who  had  hoped  to  ad- 
vance in  the  Antnmn  of  1861,  was 
still  at  Fort  Bliss,  within  the  limits 
of  Texas,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1862 ;  but  moved  forward,  a  few  days 
iher^g^er,  with  2,300  men,  many  of 
them  trained  to  efficiency  in  the  Mexi- 
can War  and  in  successive  expeditions 
against  Apaches  and  other  savages, 
idierein  they  had  made  the  name  of 
"  Texan  Rangers  "  a  sound  of  terror 
to  their  foes.  For  Canby's  regulars 
and  American  volunteers,  they  had 
some  little  respect — for  his  five  or 
six  thousand  New  Mexicans,  none  al 
all.  Advancing  confidently,  but 
slowly,  by  way  of  Fort  Thorn,  he 
found*'  Canby  in  force  at  Port  Craig, 
which  he  confronted  about  the  mid- 
dle of  February.  A  careful  recon- 
noissance  convinced  him  that  it  was 
madness,  with  his  light  field-guns,  to 
undertake  a  si^e ;  while  his  offer  of 
battle  in  the  open  plain,  just  outside 
the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  fort, 
was  wisely  declined.  He  would  not 
retreat,  and  could  not  afford  to  re- 
main, consuming  his  scanty  supplies ; 
while  to  pass  the  fort  without  a  con- 
test, leaving  a  superior  force  unde- 
moralized  in  his  rear,  was  an  experi- 
ment fall  of  hazard;  he  therefore 
resolved  to  force  a  battle,  and,  with 
that  view,  forded  the  Kio  Grande  to 
its  east  bank,  passed  the  fort  at  a 
distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  and 
encamped  nearly  opposite,  in  a  posi- 
tion of  much  strength,  but  entirely 
destitute  of  water,  losing  100  of  the 
mules  of  his  baggage-train  during 


the  ni^t,  by  their  breaking  away,  in 
the  frenzy  of  their  thirst,  from  the 
weary  and  sleepy  guards  appointed 
to  herd  them.  He  was  thus  compel- 
led to  abandon  a  part  of  his  wagoiM 
and  baggage  next  morning,  as  he 
started  for  the  river,  the  smallness  of 
his  force  not  permitting  him  to  di- 
vide it  in  the  presence  of  a  cs^able 
and  vigilant  enemy. 

When  his  advance,  250  strong, 
under  Maj.  Pyron,  reached,  at  Vai.- 
VERDK,  a  point,  at  8  a.  m.,  where  the 
river  bottom  was  accessible,  ftilly 
seven  miles  from  the  fort,  they  found 
themselves  confix)nted  by  a  portion  of 
our  regular  cavalry,  Lt.-Col.  Bo- 
berts,  with  two  most  efficient  batte- 
ries, Oapt.  McRae  and  Lt.  HaU, 
supported  by  a  large  force  of  r^ular 
and  volunteer  infantry.  Our  bat- 
teries opening  upon  him,  Pyron, 
greatly  outnumbered,  recoiled,  with 
some  loss,  and  our  troops  exultingly 
crossed  tiie  river  to  the  east  bank, 
where  a  thick  wood  covered  a  con- 
centration of  the  enemy's  entire  force. 
The  day  wore  on,  with  more  noise 
than  execution,  until  nearly  2  P.  ic, 
when  Sibley,  who  had  risen  from  a 
sick  bed  that  morning,  was  compelled 
to  dismount  and  quit  the  field,  turn- 
ing over  the  conunand-in-chief  to 
CoL  Thomas  Green,  of  the  5th 
Texas,  whose  regiment  had  mean- 
time been  ordered  to  the  front.  The 
battle  was  continued,  mainly  with 
artillery,  wherein  the  Federal  supe- 
riority, both  in  guns  and  in  service, 
was  decided,  so  that  the  Texans  were 
losing  the  most  men  in  spite  of  their 
comparatively  sheltered  position.  To 
protract  the  fight  in  this  manner  was 
to  expose  his  men  to  constant  deci- 
mation without  a  chance  of  success. 


*  Feb.  19, 1862. 
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Oa&bjT}  who  had  readied  the  field  at 
1  p.  21^  considered  the  daj  his  own, 
and  was  aboat  to  order  a  general  ad- 
ranee,  whw  he  found  himself  antici- 
pated by  Green,  at  whose  command 
Us  men,  armed  mainly  with  reyolv- 
ers,  buret  from  the  wooded  cover  and 
leaped  oyer  the  line  of  low  sand-hills 
behind  which  they  had  lain,  and 
made  a  desp^^te  rorix  upon  MeBae's 
battery  confronting  them.  YoUey 
after  yc^y  of  grape  and  canister  was 
poured  throngh  their  ranks,  catting 
them  down  by  scores,  bat  not  for  an 
HBtant  cheddng  their  advasice.  They 
were  1,000  when  they  stafted ;  a  few 
minntes  later,  they  were  but  900; 
but  tiie  battery  was  taken ;  while  Mc- 
Bae,  choosing  death  rather  than 
flight,  Ueut.  Michler,  and  most  of 
H^  men,  lay  dead  beside  their  guns. 
Our  stfppwrting  infantry,  twice  or 
thrice  the  Texans  in  number,  and  in- 
cluding more  than  man  for  man  of 
r^ulars,  shameftilly  withstood  eyery 
entreaty  to  charge.  They  lay  groy- 
ning in  the  sand  in  the  rear  of  the 
battery,  until  the  Texans  came  so 
near  as  to  make  their  reyolyers  dan- 
gerous, when  the  whole  herd  ran 
madly  down  to  and  ietcross  the  river, 
save  thoBe  who  were  overtaken  by  a 
cowardly  death  on  the  way.  The 
Colorado  volunteers  vied  with  the 
regulars  in  this  infamous  flight. 

Simultaneously  with  this  charge  in 
front,  Maj.  Raguet,  commanding  the 
Texas  left,  charged  our  right  at  the 
head  of  his  cavalry;  but  the  dispar- 
ity of  numbers  was  so  great  that  he 
was  easily  repulsed.  The  defeat  of 
our  center,  however,  soon  altered  the 
situation ;  our  admirable  guns  being 
quickly  turned  upon  this  portion  of 
tiie  field,  along  with  those  of  the 
Texans,  when  a  few  volleys  of  small- 


arms,  and  the  chat^ging  shout  of  the 
victors,  sufficed  to  complete  the  dis- 
aster. No  part  o£  our  army  seemitto 
have  stopped  to  breathe  xmtil  safe 
under  the  walls  of  the  fort.  Six  ex- 
cellent guns,  with  their  entire  equi- 
page, and  many  small-arms,  were 
among  the  trophies  secured  by  the 
victors.  The  losses  of  men  were 
abou^-  equal — 60  killed  and  140 
wounded  on  either  side.  But  among 
the  Confederate  dead  or  severely 
wounded  in  the  decisive  charge, 
were  Lt.-Ool.  Sutton,  Maj.  Lockridge, 
Capts.  Lang  and  Heurel,  and  several 
lieutenants.  OoL  W.  L.  Bobards 
and  Maj.  Baguet  were  also  wound- 
ed, though  not  mortally.  The  cektr* 
ity  of  the  flight  precluded  the  taking 
of  more  than  half-a-dozen  prisoners, 
among  them  Capt.  Bossel,  of  the 
r^ulu^,  captured  while  crossing  the 
river. 

Fort  Craig  was  still  invulnerable ; 
though  a  fli^  of  truce,  dispatched  by 
Canby  as  he  reached  its  gates,  was 
fondly  mistaken  for  a  time  by  the 
Texans  as  bearing  a  proposition  to 
surrender.  It  covered  an  invitation 
to  a  truce  ftwr  the  burial  of  the  dead 
and  proper  care  of  the  wounded,  to 
which  two  days  were  given  by  both 
armies ;  when  a  Bebel  council  of  war 
decided  that  an^  assault  was  not  justi- 
fiable, but  that  they  might  now  safely 
leave  Canby  to  his  meditations,  and 
push  on  up  the  river  into  the  heart  of 
the  Territory.  They  did  so,  as  they 
anticipated,  without  further  opposi- 
tipn  from  the  force  they  had  so  sig- 
nally beaten.  Leaving  their  wounded 
at  Socorro,  80  miles  on  the  way,  they 
advanced  to  Albuquerque,  50  miles 
further,  which  fell  without  resistance, 
and  where  their  scanty  stock  of  pro- 
visions was  considerably  replenished. 
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At  Oubero,  60  mUes  westward,  they 
obtained  more  provisionB  aad  some 
aiAmnitioiL  Still  advancing  on 
Santa  F6,  the  Confederates  encoun- 
tered," at  Cafion  Glorietta,  or  Apache 
Pass,  15  miles  from  Santa  F^,  near 
Fort  Union,  a  new  Federal  force  of 
1,300,  composed  partly  of  regulars, 
but  mainly,  of  green  Colorado  volun- 
teers, the  whole  commanded  by  Col. 
John  P.  Slough.  The  Kebel  force 
actually  present,  under  Col.  W.  R. 
Scurry,"  was  decidedly  inferior  in 
numbers,"  but  in  nothing  else.  The 
narrowness  of  the  cafion  precluded 
all  flanking,  enabling  the  Rebels  to 
span  it  with  a  line  of  infantry,  which 
instantly  charged,  with  the  Texan 
yell,  revolver  and  knife  in  either  hand. 
Our  forces  scarcely  waited  to  be  in 
danger  before  breaking  and  flying  in 
the  wildest  confusion.  In  a  few  mo- 
ments, not  a  man  of  them  remained 
in  sight  of  the  Bebels. 

Scurry  halted,  re-formed  his  men, 
brought  up  his  guns,  and  fired  a  few 
shots  to  ascertain  the  position  (if  po- 
sition they  still  had)  of  his  adversa- 
ries, and  then  ordered  Maj.  Shrop- 
shire, with  his  right,  and  Maj.  Bag- 
uet,  with  his  left,  to  charge  with  cav- 
alry and  develop  the  new  Federal 
line,  while  he  would  lead  forward  the 
center  at  the  first  sound  of  their  guns. 
Delay  ensuing,  he  moved  to  the  right 
to  ascertain  its  cause,  and  found  that 
Shropshire  had  been  killed.  Imme- 
diately taking  command  of  that  wing, 
he  advanced  and  attacked — the  left 
opening  fire,  and  the  center  advanc- 
ing, as  he  did  so.  Three  batteries  of 
8  guns  each  opened  a  deadly  fire  of 
grape,  canister,   and   shell,  as   they 


came  within  range,  tearing  through 
their  ranks,  but  not  stopping  their 
advance.  A  short  but  desperate 
hand-to-hand  conflict  ensued,  our  in- 
fantry interposing  to  protect  their 
guns^  which  were  saved  and  brought 
ofl^,  with  most  of  our  wagons.  But 
our  infantry  soon  gave  way,  and  the 
Texan  victory  was  complete.  Their 
loss  was  reported  by  Scurry  as  36 
killed  and  60  wounded ;  but  among 
the  former  were  Majors  Shropshire 
and  Eaguet,  Capt.  Buckholt,  and 
Lt.  Mills.  During  the  fight,  which 
lasted  from  noon  until  about  4  p.  ic, 
Maj.  Chivfcigton,  of  Cdorado,  with* 
four  companies,  gained  the  rear  of 
the  Bebel  position,  and  destroyed  a 
part  of  their  train,  also  a  cannon, 
which  he  spiked ;  when,  learning  that 
Slough  was  defeated,  he.  deeamped. 
Our  total  loss  was  reported  at  28 
killed  and  50  wounded ;  while  in  a 
skirmish  with  Pyron's  cavalry,  the 
morning  before,  Slough  took  67  pris- 
oners, with  a  loss  of  only  15. 

Sibley  entered  Santa  F6  in  triumph 
soon  afterward,  meeting  no  ftirther 
resistance.  He  collected  there  all 
that  remained  of  his  little  army,  and 
confiscated  to  its  use  whatever  of 
provisions  and  clothing,  of  wagons 
and  animals,  he  could  lay  hands  on. 
But  he  found  the  population,  with 
few  exceptions,  indiflTerent  or  hostile, 
the  resources  of  food  and  forage  ex- 
tremely limited,  and  his  hold  upon 
the  country  bounded  by  the  range  of 
his  guns.  Never  had  heroic  valor 
been  persistently  evinced  to  less  pur^ 
pose.  Before  he  had  rested  a  month, 
he  found  himself  compelled  to  evacu- 
ate his  hard-won  conquest,  and  retreat 


"March  24. 

^  RepreseDtatiTe  from  Texas  in  tho  XXXIIId 
Congrees. 


"  CoL  Scurry,  in  hia  official  report,  de- 
dares  that  he  had  but  600  men  present  fit  for 
du^. 
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bj  farced  marcheB  to  Albuquerque, 
his  depot,  which  Oanbj,  advancing 
from  Fort  Craig,  was  seriouslj  threat- 
ening. He  reached  it  in  time  to  save 
hia  supplies,  but  only  to  realize  more 
completely  the  impossibility  of  attach- 
ing New  Mexico  to  the  Confederacy, 
or  even  of  remaining  in  it.  He  evac- 
uated it  on  the  12th  of  April,  moving' 
down  both  banks  of  the  river  to  Los 
Lonal,  thence  to  Peralto  on  the  east 
side,  where  he  found  Canby  looking 
for  him.  Some  fighting  at  long  range 
ensued,  with  no  serious  results ;  but 
Sibley,  largely  outnumbered,  crossed 
the  river  during  the  night,  and  pur- 
sued his  retreat  down  the  west  bank 
next  morning,  Canby  moving  almost 
parallel  with  him  on  the  east.  The 
two  armies  encamped  at  evening  in 
plain  sight  of  each  other. 

Sibley,  in  his  weakened  condition, 
evidently  did  not  lik^  this  proximity. 
"In  order,"  as  he  says  in  his  re- 
port, "  to  avoid  the  contingency  of 
another  general  action  in  our  then 
crippled  condition,"  he  set  his  forces 
sQently  in  motion  soon  after  night- 
fall, not  down  the  river,  but  over  the 
trackless  mountains,  through  a  des- 
olate^ waterless  waste,  abandoning 
most  of  his  wagons,  but  packing 
seven  days'  provisions  on  mules,  and 
thus  giving  his  adversary  the  slip. 
Drawing  his  cannon  by  hand  up 
and  down  the  sid^  of  most  rugged 
mountains,  he  was  ten  days  in  ma- 
king his  way  to  a  point  on  the  river 
bdow,  where  supplies  had  been  or- 
dered to  meet  him,  leaving  his  sick 
and  wounded  in  hospitals  at  Santa 
F6,  Albuquerque,  and  Socorro,  to  fare 
as  they  might    He  naively  reports 


that  '^sufficient  funds  in  Confederate 
paper  was  provided  them  to  meet 
every  want,  if  U  le  negoiidUd  ;^^ 
and  honors  the  brothers  Eaphael 
and  Manuel  Armijo — ^wealthy  native 
merchants — ^who,  on  his  arrival  at 
Albuquerque,  had  boldly  avowed 
their  sympathy  with  the  Confederate 
cause,  and  placed  stores  containing 
$200,000  worth  of  goods  at  his  dis- 
posal. He  states  that,  when  he  evac- 
uated Albuquerque,  they  abandoned 
luxurious  homes  to  identify  their 
future  fortunes  with  those  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy,  and  consid- 
erately adds,  "  I  trust  they  will  not 
be  forgotten  in  the  final  settlement." 

In  closing.  Gen.  Sibley  expresses 
the  unflattering  conviction  that,  '^  ex- 
cept for  its  political  geographical  po- 
sition, the  Territory  of  New  Mexico 
is  not  worth  a  quarter  of  the  blood 
expended  in  its  conquest ;"  and  inti- 
mates that  his  soldiers  would  deci- 
dedly object  to  returning  to  that 
inhospitable,  undesirable  country. 
These  and  kindred  considerations 
had  induced  his  return  to  Fort  Bliss, 
Texas,  and  now  impelled  him  to 
meditate  a  movement  without  orders 
still  further  down  the  country. 

Col.  Canby  wisely  declined  to  run 
a  race  of  starvation  across  those  des- 
olate mountains,  in  the  rear  of  the 
flying  foe,  but  returned  to  Santa  F^, 
whence  his  order,  of  even  date  "  with 
Sibley's  official  report,  claims  that 
the  latter  had  been  '^compelled  to 
abandon  a  country  he  had  en- 
tered to  conquer  and  occupy,  leav- 
ing behind  him,  in  dead  and  wound- 
ed, and  in  sick  and  prisoners,  one- 
half  of  his  original  force." 


*  Usf  4»  1862. 
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11. 


MISSOUEI— ARKANSAS. 


Gkn.  Steeling  Price  was  a  good 
deal  less  indignant  than  any  Union- 
ist at  the  unacconntable  desertion*  of 
Bonth-westem  Missouri  by  the  new 
Union  commander,  directly  on  the 
heels  of  Fremont's  triumphant  and 
unresisted  advance,  when  assured 
that  his  scouts  were  not  mistaken  in 
reporting  the  evacuation  of  Spring- 
field and  retreat  to  Holla,  by  an  army 
which  he  would  not  have  dared  to 
attack.  He  gradually  retraced  his 
steps  from  the  Arkansas  border,  en- 
tering Springfield  in  triumph,  and 
subsequently  advancing  to  Osceola, 
on  the  Osage,  thence  pushing  forward 
his  forces  unresisted  over  the  greater 
part  of  southern  and  western  Mis- 
souri, occupying  in  force  Lexington 
and  other  points  on  the  great  river, 
where  Slavery  and  Rebellion  were 
strong,  and  subsisting  his  army  on 
the  State  from  which  they  might  and 
should  have  been  excluded.  The 
village  of  "Warsaw  was  burned,"  and 
Platte  City  partially  so,*  by  Rebel 
incendiaries  or  guerrillas ;  and  there 
were  insignificant  combats  at  Salem,* 
Rogers'  Mill,*  near  Glasgow,  Potosi, 
Lexington,  Mount  Zion,*  near  Stur- 
geon, and  some  other  points,  at  which 
the  preponderance  of  advantage  was 
generally  on  the  side  of  the  Unionists. 
Even  in  North  Missouri,  nearly  a 
hundred  miles  of  the  raiboad  crossing 
that  section  was  disabled  and  in  good 
part  destroyed  *  by  a  concerted  night 
foray  of  guerrillas.     Gen.  Halleck 


thereupon  issued  an  order,  threaten- 
ing to  shoot  any  Rebel  caught  bridge- 
burning  within  the  Union  lines — a 
threat  which  the  guerrillas  habitually 
defied,  and  President  Lincoln  declined 
to  make  good. 

Gen.  John  Pope,  commanding  the 
district  of  Central  Missouri,  having 
collected  and  equipped  an  adequate 
force,  at  length  demonstrated '  against 
the  Rebels  occupying  Lexington,  un- 
der Rains  and  Stein,  compelling  them 
to  abandon  the  line  of  the  Missouri, 
and  retreat  southward.  Having,  hy 
forced  marches  and  his  strength  in 
cavalry,  gained  a  position  between 
them  and  their  base  at  Osceola,  he 
forced  them  to  e  hurried  flight,  witii 
the  loss  of  nearly  300  prisoners  and 
most  of  their  bi^gage,  including  70 
wagons  laden  with  clothing  and  sup- 
plies for  Price,  who  lay  at  Osceola 
with  8,000  men.  Meantime,  a  de- 
tachment of  Pope's  forces,  under  OoL 
JeflT.  C.  Davis,  surprised*  a  Rebel 
camp  at  MiMbrd,  not  far  from  War- 
rensburg,  and  compelled  its  surrender 
at  discretion.  Three  colondis,  17 
captains,  over  1,000  prisoners,  1,000 
stand  of  arms,  1,000  horses,  and  an 
abundance  of  tents,  baggage,  and 
supplies,  were  among  the  trophies  of 
this  easy  triumph.  Pope's  losses  in 
these  operations  scarcely  exceeded 
100  men;  while  his  prisoners  alone 
were  said  to  be  2,500.  Among  them 
was  Col.  Magoffin,  brother  of  the 
late  Governor  of  Kentucky. 


»  Not.  2-16, 1861.   See  Vol  I.,  pages  593-4. 
•  Not.  19,  1861.  *  Dec.  16. 
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Price,  thus  roughly  handled  bef(»re 
he  had  been  able  to  concentrate  hiB 
fcNToes,  did  not  choose  to  risk  a  general 
ei^;i^ement.  He  retreated  rapidly 
through  Springfidd  and  CasBville, 
doedy  pnrened,  and  fighting  at  inter- 
Yab,  nntil  he  had  croeeed  the  Arkan- 
aaa  line,  forming  a  jonotion,  socm 
afterward^  near  Boston  Mountains, 
with  Gen.  Ben  McGulloeh,  command- 
ing a  division  of  Texas  and  Arkansas 
Ccmfederates,  thns  raising  his  entire 
fierce  to  a  nnmber  fully  equal  with 
that  which  had  so  keenly  pursued 
him,  which  was  now  cconmanded 
by  Gten.  Samuel  E.  Curtis,  of  Iowa, 
and  which,  after  continuing  the  pur- 
suit down  to  Fayetteville,  Arkansas, 
had  retraced  its  steps  to  and  halted 
at  Sugar  cre^  not  far  over  the 
State  line.  Meantime,  Price  was 
joined'*  and  backed  by  Earl  Yan 
Dom,  late  a  captain  "  of  IT.  S.  regu- 
Ian,  now  Confederate  maj(»r-general, 
eoanmanding  the  Trans-Mississippi 
department,  and  by  Gen.  Albert 
Pike,  of  Arkansas,  heading  a  consid- 
erable brigade  of  Indians,  swelling 
the  numbers^of  the  Bebels  to  about 
20,000. 

Van  Dom  promptly  resolved  to 
give  battle,  and  to  fight  it  in  such 
manner  that  the  defeat  of  the  Union- 
ists should  involve  their  destruction. 
Advancing  rapidly  from  his  camp  at 
Gross  HoUowB,  covering  Fayetteville, 
he  struck  at  "the  division  of  Q^n. 
Franx  Sigel,  holding  Bentonville,  the 
extreme  advance  of  the  Union  posi- 
Mtm^  8  or  10  miles  southwest  from 
Qen.  Curtie's  center,  near  Mottsville, 
on  the  direct  road  from  Fayetteville 
to  Springfield.  This  attempt  to  iso- 
late, overwhelm,  and  crash  Sigel  was 
baffled  by  the  coolness  wid  skill  of 


that  g^ieraL  Sending  his  train 
ahead  under  escort,  he  covered  its 
retreat  with  his  best  battery  and  in- 
fantry, planting  his  guns  on  each 
favorable  portion,  and  pouring  grape 
and  shell  into  the  pursuing  masses^ 
until  their  advance  was  arrested  and 
disorganized,  when  he  would  limber 
up  and  fisdl  bad£  to  the  next  eleva* 
tion  or  turn  in  the  road,  where  he 
would  renew  the  dispensation  of 
grape  with  like  results,  then  con- 
cede another  half-mile,  and  repeat  the 
(^ration.  Thus  fighting  and  falling 
back,  he  wore  out  the  day  and  the 
distance,  repelling  his  foes,  who  at 
times  enveloped  his  flanks  as  well  as 
his  rear,  with  a  loss  of  less  than  100 
men,  a  good  part  of  these  from  the 
2d  Missouri,  Col.  Schaefer,  who,  mis- 
taking an  order,  had  left  Bentonville 
oonsiderably  in  advance,  and  who 
fell  into  an  ambuscade  by  the  way. 
Before  4  p.  m.,  Sigel  was  met  by  re- 
enforcements  sent  him  by  Gen.  Cur- 
tis, when  the  pursuit  was  arrested, 
and  he  deliberately  encamped  near 
Leetown,  across  Sugar  creek,  and  in 
close  proximity  to  General  Curtis's 
center  position.  Pea  Bidgb  is  the 
designation  of  the  elevated  table-land, 
broken  by  ravines,  and  filling  a  large 
bend  of  Sugar  creek,  on  which  the 
ensuing  battle  was  fought. 

G^n.  Curtis,  knowing  himself 
largely  outnumbered  by  the  motley 
host  collected  to  overwhelm  him, 
had  chosen  a  very  strong  position  on 
which  to  concentrate  his  retreating 
force,  provided  the  Eebels  would  at- 
tack it  in  front,  as  he  expected.  The 
country  being  generally  wooded,  he 
had  obstructed  most  of  the  lateral 
roads  with  fallen  trees;  while  his  aiv 
tilleiy  and  infantry,  well  posted  and 


*  Mttoh  3, 1862. 
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strongly  intrenched,  were  prepared 
to  giye  the  foe  the  warmest  khid  of  re- 
ception as  he  advanced  against  them 
np  the  main  road,  leading  from  Texas 
throngh  Fayetteville  northward  to 
Keytesville  and  Springfield.  But 
Van  Dom  perceived  neither  the  ne- 
cessity nor  the  wisdom  of  running 
into  such  a  trap.  Advancing  from 
Fayetteville  obliquely  by  way  of 
B^tonville,  and  chasing  Sigel  off 
the  di];ect  road  from  the  latter  to 
Keytesville  upon  the  cross-road  that 
passes  through  the  little  village  of 
Leetown  and  intersects  the  Fayette- 
ville road  at  Elkhom  Tavern,  he  dili- 
gently improved  the  night  following 
Sigel's  retreat  in  placing  his  entire 
army  along  the  road  from  Benton- 
ville  toward  Keytesville,  on  the  flank 
and  in  the  rear  of  his  foe ;  so  that 
all  Curtis's  elaborate  preparations  to 
receive  him  on  the  Fayetteville  road 
went  for  nothing. 

Curtis  woke  late  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th  to  a  realizing  sense  of  his 
critical  condition,  with  a  far  more 
numerous  foe  practically  between 
him  and  his  resources,  rendering  re- 
treat ruinous,  and  compelling  him  to 
fight  the  Eebels  on  the  ground  they 
had  chosen,  which  proffered  him  no 
advantage,  and  with  which  their 
guides  were  far  more  familiar  than 
his.  But  every  moment's  delay  must 
necessarily  be  improved  by  Van  Dom 
in  making  matters  worse ;  so  Curtis 
promptly  changed  fit>nt  to  rear,  mak- 
ing the  first  and  second  divisions,  un- 
der Sigel  and  Asboth,  his  left,  the 
third,  under  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  his  center, 
and  the  fourth.  Col.  Carr,  his  right. 
The  line  thus  formed  stretched  about 
three  miles,  from  Sugar  creek, 
through  Leetown,  to  Elkhom  Tav- 
ern ;  of  the  Eebel  line  confronting  it, 


Price,  with  his  Missoorians,  formed 
the  right ;  Mcintosh  was  in  the  cen- 
ter, and  McCulloch  on  the  left. 
The  dispositions  being  made,  at  lOf 
o'clock,  Osterhaus  was  directed  by 
Curtis  to  advance,  supporting  his 
cavalry  and  light  artillery,  and  open 
the  ball;  while,  at  nearly  the  same 
moment,  McCulloch  fell  with  over- 
whelming force  upon  Carr's  division 
at  and  near  Elkhom  Tavern.  A 
broad,  deep  ravine,  knowti  as  Cross- 
Timber  Hollow,  but  termed  in  some 
reports  Big  Sugar  creek,  rendered 
almost  impassable  by  a  windfall  of 
heavy  timber,  crossed  the  battle-field, 
severing  the  lines  of  either  army,  but 
especially  those  of  the  Bebels. 

Osterhaus  advanced  with  great  gal- 
lantry from  Leetown  nearly  to  the 
Bentonville  road,  on  which  he  found 
the  enemy  moving  rapidly  in  great 
force  toward  Elkhom  Tavern,  where 
McCuUoch's  Attack  upon  Carr  was 
already  in  progress.  Assailed  in  turn 
by  greatly  superior  numbers,  he  was 
soon  driven  back  in  disorder,  with 
the  loss  of  his  battery.  Col.  Davis, 
who  had  been  ordered  ^y  Curtis  to 
support  Carr,  was  now  directed  to 
advance  through  Leetown  to  the  res- 
cue of  Osterhaus,  which  he  did  with 
such  vigor  and  determination  that, 
though  largely  outnumbered  and  re- 
peatedly compelled  to  recoil,  his  divi- 
sion held  the  ground  assigned  them, 
losing  two  guns  of  Davidson's  bat- 
tery by  the  sudden  advance  of  the 
enemy  when  their  horses  were  disa- 
bled, but  regaining  them  by  a  des- 
perate charge  of  the  18th  Indiana, 
which,  with  the  22d,  was  honorably 
conspicuous  throughout  the  day.  Col. 
Hendricks,  of  tiie  22d,  was  killed 
while  lea^ng  a  charge  of  his  regi- 
ment  Night  closed  on  this  division, 
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ainkiTig  weary  bat  undaimted  on  the 
fidd  it  had  bo  nobly  won — a  field  red- 
dened by  the  blood  of  many  of  their 
foes,  induding  Gens.  McCnlloch  and 
Mdntodi,  both  mortally  wounded. 

Carr  was  so  fearMly  overmatched 
thronghont  the  day  that,  though  al- 
ways presenting  a  bold  front  to  the 
enemy,  he  was  compelled  to  give 
groond,  sending  repeated  and  urgent 
representations  to  Gen.  Curtis  that 
he  could  hold  out  but  little  longer 
unless  reenforced.  Curtis  sent  him 
from  time  to  time  a  battalion  or  a 
few  light  guns,  with  orders  to  perse- 
vere ;  and  at  length,  at  2  p.  h.,  find- 
ing his  left  wholly  tmassailed,  ordered 
(Jen.  Asboth  to  move  to  the  right 
by  the  Fayetteville  road  to  Elkhom 
Tavern,  to  support  Carr,  while  Gen. 
Sigel  should  reenforce  Davis  at  Lee- 
town,  pushing  on  to  Elkhom  if  not 
Deeded  in  the  center. 

Qen,  Curtis,  with  Asboth's  divi- 
Bion^  reached  Elkhom  at  5  p.  k.    He 


found  Carr  still  fiercely  fighting,  hav- 
ing received  three  or  four  shots,  one 
of  which  inflicted  a  severe  wound. 
Many  of  his  field  officers  had  fallen, 
with  about  one-fourth  of  his  entire 
command.  He  had  been  seven  hours 
under  fire,  during  which  he  had  been 
forced  back  about  half  a  mile.  As 
Curtis  came  up,  he  saw  the  4th  Iowa 
falling  back  in  perfect  order,  dressing 
on  their  colors  as  if  on  parade,  and 
ordered  it  to  face  about.  Col.  I)odge 
explained  that  it  was  entirely  out  of 
ammunition,  and  was  only  retiring  to 
refill  its  cartridge-boxes.  Curtis  or- 
dered a  bayoncfl-charge,  and  the  regi- 
ment at  once  moved  steadily  back  to 
its  former  position. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Asboth  had  plant- 
ed his  artillery  in  the  road  and  open- 
ed a  heavy  fire  on  the  Eebel  masses 
just  at  hand,  while,  of  his  infantry, 
the  2d  Missouri  plunged  into  the 
fight.  The  fire  on  both  sides  was 
close  and  deadly.    Gen.  Asboth  was 
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severely  wounded,  Gen.  Curtis's  or- 
derly was  hit,  and  one  of  his  body- 
guard fell  dead.  As  the  shades  of 
night  fell,  a  messenger  from  Sigel 
gaye  tidings  that  he  was  coming  up 
on  the  left,  and  would  soon  open  fire. 
Asboth's  batteries  fell  back,  being 
out  of  ammunition,  and  the  £ebels 
were  enabled  to  fire  the  last  shot  A 
little  after  dark,  both  armies  sank 
down  on  the  battle-field,  and  slept 
amid  the  dead  and  the  dying. 

Curtis,  finding  that  Van  Dom  had 
concentrated  all  his  forces  on  this 
point,  directed  Davis  to  withdraw  all 
his  reserve  from  the  center,  and  move 
forward  to  the  ground  on  Oarr's  left, 
which  was  effected  by  midnight. 
Sigel,  though  he  had  reported  him- 
self just  at  hand  at  dark,  was  obliged 
to  make  a  detour,  and  did  not  reach 
headquarters  till  2  a.  m. 

Van  Dom  slept  that  night  at  the 
Elkhom  Tavern,  from  which  he  had 
dislodged  Davis  by  such  desperate 
efforts."  He  had  thus  far  been  fight- 
ing a  part  of  our  forces  with  all  of  his 
own,  and  had  only  gained  ground 
where  his  preponderance  of  numbers 
was  overwhelming.  Curtis  reports 
his  entire  command  in  Arkansas  at 
10,500,  cavalry  and  infantry — of 
whom  250  were  absent  after  forage 
throughout  the  battle — and  48  pieces 
of  artillery.  He  estimates  the  Eebel 
force  in  battle  at  30,000,  including 
5,000  Indians."  Pollard  says,  "  Van 
Dom's  whole  force  was  about  16,000 
men."    But  now  our  whole  army  was 


in  hand,  while  at  least  a  third  of  it 
had  not  yet  fired  a  shot.  Not  a  man 
in  our  ranks  doubted  that  our  vic- 
tory must  be  speedy  as  well  as  de- 
cisive. 

The  sun  rose ;  Gen.  Curtis  awaited 
the  coij^pletion  of  his  line  of  battle 
by  Asboth's  and  Sigel's  divisions  get- 
ting into  position ;  but  no  shot  was 
fired  by  the  enemy.  At  length,  Cur- 
tis ordered  Col.  Davis,  in  our  center, 
to  b^n  the  day's  work.  He  was 
instantly  replied  to  from  new  bat- 
teries and  lines  which  the  Rebels  had 
prepared  during  the  night,  some  of 
the  batteries  raking  our  right  wing 
so  that  it  was  constrained  to  fall  back 
a  little,  but  without  slackening  its 
fire.  Asboth's  and  Sigel's  divisions 
were  soon  in  position,  completing  our 
line  of  battle  a  little  to  the  rear  of 
the  first,  but  without  a  break,  and 
much  of  it  on  open  ground,  our  left 
wing  extended  so  that  it  could  not  be 
flanked.  Gen.  Curtis  ordered  his 
right  to  advance  to  the  positions  held 
the  night  before,  and,  finding  him- 
self an  elevation  on  the  extreme 
right,  considerably  in  advance,  which 
commanded  the  enemy's  center  and 
left,  here  posted  the  Dubuque  bat- 
tery, directing  the  right  wing  to  ad- 
vance to  its  support,  while  Capt. 
Hayden  opened  from  it  a  most  gall- 
ing fire.  Returning  to  the  center, 
he  directed  the  1st  Iowa  battery, 
Capt.  David,  to  take  position  in  an 
open  field  and  commence  operations ; 
and  BO  battery  after  battery  opened 


>*  Pbllard  says,  "  We  had  taken  during  the 
daj  7  cannon  and  about  200  prisoners." 

**  The  Bichmand  Whig  of  April  9th»  1862,  has 
a  Rebel  letter  fh)m  one  present  to  Hon.  G.  G. 
Vest,  which  says : 

^When  the  enemy  left  Coveoreek,  which  is 
south  of  Boston  Mountain,  Gens.  Price,  McCul- 
looh,  Pike,  and  Mcintosh  seemed  to  think— at 


least  camp-talk  amongst  officers  high  in  com- 
mand BO  represented — that  our  united  forces 
would  carry  into  action  neariy  30,000  men, 
more  frequently  estimated  at  35,000  than  a  lower 
figure.  I  believe  Gen.  Van  Dom  was  confident 
that  not  a  man  less  than  25,000  were  panting  to 
follow  his  victorious  plume  to  a  field  whero 
prouder  honors  awaited  them  than  any  ho  had 
yet  gathered.'' 
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ftie,  liie  infioitry  moving  Bteadily  to 
their  support,  while  the  left  wing 
WBB  pushed  rapdly  forward,  dimb- 
iiig  a  loweliif  from  which  the  Bebels 
had  been  driven  bj  our  guns,  and 
tfowding  them  back  into  the  deep 
ravines  of  Cross-Timber  Hollow. 
The  88th  Illinois  was  prominent  in 
this  mov^nent ;  while  the  12th  Mis- 
souri, pushing  into  the  enemy's  lines, 
captured  a  flag  and  two  guns. 

Theilight  of  the  Bebels  was  so  sud- 
den and  swift,  and  the  ravines  where- 
in they  disappeared  so  impracticable 
fbr  cavalry,  that  our  commanders 
were  for  some  time  at  fault  in  the 
puTBuit  Gen.  Sigel  pushed  north  on 
the  Eeytesville  road,  where  but  few 
of  them  had  gone ;  and  it  was  not 
tin  afternoon  that  Gen.  Curtis  ascer- 
tsined  that,  aft;er  entering  the  Hol- 
low, the  main  Bebel  force  had  turn- 
ed to  the  right,  following  obscure 
ravines  which  led  into  the  Hunts- 
▼iUe  road,  on  which  they  escaped. 
OoL  Bussey,  with  our  cavalry  and 
howitzers,  followed  them  beyond 
Bentonville." 

Gen.  Curtis  reports  his  entire  loss 
in  the  battle  at  1,851,  of  whom  701 
—more  than  h«Jf— were  of  Col. 
Oarr's  division.  The  Bebel  loss  can 
hardly  have  been  less ;  since,  in  ad- 
dition to  Gens.  Ben  McCulloch  and 
Mcintosh  killed,  G^ns.  Price  and 
Slack  were  wounded. 

The  victory  at  Pea  Bidge  was  un- 


mistakably ours,  but  the  trophies 
were  not  abimdant  No  cannon,  nor 
caissons,  nor  prisoners  of  any  account, 
save  a  few  too  severely  wounded  to 
hobble  off,  were  taken ;  and,  though 
a  letter  to  The  New  York  HerMj 
written  from  the  battle-field  on  the 
9th,  speaks  of  ^^a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  wagons,  supplies,  etc.,  a  load 
of  powder,  and  nearly  a  thousctnd 
stand  of  arms,"  as  captured  by  Sigel 
during  his  pursuit  of  the  frigitives 
upon  the  £[eytesville  road,  they  do 
not  figure  in  either  of  SigePs  official 
reports  of  the  battle,  nor  yet  in  those 
of  Curtis.  The  beaten  Confederates, 
fleeing  with  celerity  in  different  di- 
rections and  by  many  paths,  finally 
came  together  in  the  direction  of 
BentonviUe,  some  8  miles  from  the 
Elkhom  Tavern,  whence  Van  Dom 
dispatched  a  fiag  of  truce  to  Curtis, 
soliciting  an  arrangement  for  bury- 
ing the  dead,  which  was  accorded. 

Pollard  makes  a  scarcity  of  ammu- 
nition a  main  reason  for  Yan  Dorn's 
retreat,  and  it  is  probable  that  neither 
army  was  well  supplied  with  car- 
tridges at  the  dose  of  this  protracted 
though  desultory  struggle.  He  adds 
that  "  Gen.  Curtis  was  forced  to  Ml 
back  into  Missouri,''  and  that  the 
"  total  abandonment  of  their  enter- 
prise of  subjugation  in  Arkansas  is 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  in  the 
world  that  the  Federals  were  worsted 
by  Gen.  Van  Dom;"  but  fails  to 


"PbUard  mjb: 

^  About  9^  o'clock,  Tan  Born  had  completed 
hit  arrangements  to  withdraw  his  forces.  Find- 
ing that  Ms  right  wing  was  mudi  disorganiaed, 
ai^  that  the  batteries  were,  one  after  another, 
TQtiriiig  from  the  field,  with  every  shot  expend- 
ed, he  had  determined  to  withdraw  his  forces  in 
tbe  directioa  of  their  snppliee.  This  was  ao- 
ooopUshed  with  almost  perfect  success.  The 
ambolanoee,  crowded  with  the  wounded,  were 
■ent  in  advance ;  a  portion  of  McColloch's  di- 


vision was  placed  in  position  to  follow ;  while 
Gen.  Van  Dom  so  disposed  of  his  remaining 
force  ab  best  to  deceive  the  enemj  as  to  his  in- 
tention, and  to  hold  him  in  check  while  execu- 
ting it.  An  attempt  was  made  by  the  enemy  to 
follow  the  retreating  column.  It  was  effectually 
checked,  however;  and,  about  2  p.m^  the  Con- 
federates encamped  about  six  miles  from  the 
field  of  battle,  all  the  artillery  and  baggage 
joining  the  army  in  safety.  They  brought  away 
from  the  field  of  battle  300  prisoners,  4  cannon, 
and  3  baggage-wagons." 
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mention  the  &ct  that  the  Confederate 
army  was  also  compelled  to  fall  back 
to  a  r^on  less  wasted  and  exhaust- 
ed than  that  which  for  many  miles 
smronnded  the  well-fought  field  of 
Pea  Sidge. 

As  this  was  the  only  important 
battle  in  which  ^  Indians '  in  consid- 
erable nnmbers  took  part,  and  as 
they  were  all  found  fighting — or, 
more  strictly,  yelling — on  the  side  of 
the  Confederacy,  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation may  be  pertinent. 

We  have  seen  "  that  the  important 
aboriginal  tribes  known  to  us  as 
Creeks  and  Cherokees,  holding  from 
time  immemorial  extensive  and  de- 
sirable territories,  mainly  within  the 
States  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
but  extending  also  into  Tennessee 
and  Alabama,  were  constrained  to 
surrender  those  lands  to  the  lust  of 
the  neighboring  Whites,  and  migrate 
across  the  Mississippi,  at  the  in-, 
stance  of  the  State  authorities,  re- 
sisted, in  obedience  to  treaties,  by 
President  John  Quincy  Adams,  and 
succumbed  to,  in  defiance  of  treaties 
and  repeated  judgments  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  President  Andrew 
Jackson.  They  were  located,  with 
some  smaller  tribes,  in  a  region  lying 
directly  westward  of  Arkansas  and 
north  of  the  Eed  river,  to  which  the 
name  of  Indian  Territory  was  given, 
and  which,  lying  between  the  34th 
and  37th  parallels  of  North  latitude, 
and  well  watered  by  the  Arkansas 
and  several  afSluents  of  that  and  of 
Eed  river,  was  probably  as  genial 
and  inviting  as  any  new  region  to 
which  they  could  have  been  transfer- 
red. Yet,  though  their  removal  had 
been  effected  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 


century,  it  is  certain  that  the  mass  of 
the  Indians  there  collected  still  re- 
garded with  just  indignation  the 
wrongs  they  had  experienced,  remem- 
bering fondly  the  pleasant  streams 
and  valleys  of  the  lower  Alleghanies, 
from  which  they  had  been  forcibly 
and  wrongfully  expelled.  But  their 
Chiefe  had  been  early  corrupted  in 
their  old  homes,  by  the  example  and 
practice  among  their  White  neigh- 
bors of  slaveholding — a  practiqp  novel 
indeed,  but  eminently  congenial  to 
the  natural  indolence  and  pride  of 
the  savage  character.  They,  conse- 
quently, adhered  to  it  in  their  new 
location;  and,  since  to  hold  slaves 
was  a  proof  of  wealth  and  import- 
ance, nearly  every  one  who  by  any 
means  obtained  property,  exchanged 
a  part  of  it  for  one  or  more  negroes ; 
who,  if  they  did  not  by  labor  increase 
his  wealth,  were  certain,  by  flattery 
and  servility,  to  magnify  his  conscious 
importance.  Thus  thoroughly  satu- 
rated with  the  virus  of  slaveholding, 
the  most  civilized  Indian  tribes  fell 
an  easy  prey  to  the  arts  of  the  Con- 
federate emissaries.  The  agents 
through  whom  they  received  their 
annuities  and  transacted  most  of  their 
business  with  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, had  nearly  always  been  Dem^ 
cratic  politicians— of  course,  pro-Sla- 
very, and  generally  Southern — and 
for  the  last  eigh  t  years  emphatically  so. 
These  agents  had  little  difficulty,  at 
the  outset  of  the  Kebellion,  in  per- 
suading their  Chiefs  that  the  old 
Union  was  irrecoverably  destroyed; 
that  it  was  scarcely  probable  that  an 
effort  would  be  made  to  restore  it ; 
and  that,  at  all  events,  their  interests 
and  their  safety  dictated  an  alliance 
with  that  Confederacy  which    was 


'^  See  Yd.  L,  pages  102-6. 
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tiieir  immediate  neighbor,  and  of 
which  the  conservation  and  perpetn- 
ily  of  Blaveholding  was  the  most 
cherished  idea.  Some  of  those  Chiefs 
have  since  insisted  that  thej  were 
deceived  by  the  Confcsderate  emissar 
riee,  and  especially  by  Gten.  Albert 
Pike,  chief  Commissioner  for  Indian 
Affairs  of  the  Confederacy,  who  had 
led  them  to  confound  that  concern 
with  the  Union.  What  is  certain  is, 
that,  directly  after  tidings  reached 
them  of  the  battles  of  Bnll  Rnn  and 
Wilson's  creek — ^the  latter  reported 
to  them  from  that  side  as  a  complete 
dxBcomfitnre  of  the  North,  which 
view  the  nndonbted  death  of  Lyon 
and  abandonment  of  Springfield  tend- 
ed strongly  to  corroborate— the  Chieft 
of  most  of  the  tribes  very  generally 
entered  into  a  close  offensive  and  de- 
fensive alliance  with  the  Confeder- 
acy; even  so  cautions  and  politic  a 
diplomatist  as  John  Boss  tiirowing 
his  weight  into  that  scale.  It  is  said 
that,  after  the  death  of  Lyon,  Ben 
McCnlloch's  brigade  of  Texans  was 
marched  back  to  the  Indian  border, 
and  that  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees 
-wexe  impressively  required  to  decide 
qxdckly  between  the  North  and  the 
South ;  else,  betwixt  Texas  on  the  one 
ade  and  Arkansas  on  the  other,  a 
force  of  20,000  Confederates  would 
speedily  ravage  and  lay  waste  their 
country.  They  decided  accordingly. 
Tet  a  very  large  minority  of  both 
Creeks  and  Cherokees  rallied  around 
the  Chief  Opothleyolo,  made  head 
against  the  current,  and  stood  firm 
for  the  Union.  Assembling  near  the 
Oreek  Agency,  they  tore  down  the 
Bd>el  flag  there  flying  and  replanted 
the  Stars  and  Stripes;  and  a  letter" 
from  CoLMdntosh  to  the  TrueDemr 


oerat^*  called  loudly  fpr  reenforce- 
ments  to  the  Rebel  array  in  the  In- 
dian Territory,  and  expressed  appre- 
hension that  the  Northern  party 
might  prove  the  stronger.  A  battle 
between  the  antagonistic  Indian 
forces  took  place  Dec.  9th,  1861,  on 
Bushy  creek,  near  the  Verdigris 
river,  180  miles  west  of  Fort  Smith, 
the  Confederates  being  led  by  CoL 
Cooper,  the  Unionists  by  Opothleyolo. 
The  result  was  not  decisive,  but  the 
advantage  appears  to  have  been  with 
thfe  Bebel  party,  the  Unionists  being 
constrained  soon  after  to  make  their 
way  northward  to  Kansas,  where  titey 
received  the  supplies  they  so  much 
needed,  and  where  a  treaty  of  close 
alliance  was  negotiated"  between 
Opothleyolo  and  his  followers  on  one 
side,  and  CoL  Dole,  U.  S.  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  on  the  other. 
The  Eebels  were  thus  left  in  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  from  which  they  collected 
the  four  or  five  thousand  warriors 
who  appeared  at  Pea  Ridge;  but, 
though  the  ground  was  mainly  bro- 
ken and  wooded,  affording  every  fa- 
cility for  irregular  warfare,  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  proved  of  much 
accoimt,  save  in  the  consumption 
of  rations  and  massacre  of  the 
Union  wounded,  of  whom  "at  least 
a  score  fell  victims  to  their  barbar- 
ities. Their  war-whoop  was  over- 
borne by  the  roar  of  our  heavy 
guns ; .  they  were  displeased  with  the 
frequent  falling  on  their  heads  of 
great  branches  and  tops  of  the  trees 
behind  which  fliey  had  sought  shelter ; 
and,  in  fact,  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  battle  on  our  part  was,  to  their  ap- 
prehension, disgusting.  The  amount 
of  effort  and  of  profanity  expended 


"  Oct.  17,  186L  » little  Book, 
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*  At  Leayenworth,  Feb.  1,  1862. 
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by  their  White  officers  in  trying  to 
keep  them  in  line  at  the  firont,  prob- 
ably overbalanced  the  total  value  of 
their  services;  so  that,  if  they  chose 
to  depart  for  their  homes  soon  afb^ 
the  close  of  the  battle,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  any  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  to  detain  them.'* 


Qen.  Curtis,  after  resting. and  re- 
fitting his  army,  finding  no  enemy  in 
its  vicinity,  again  put  his  column  in 
motion,  proceeding  S.  S.  E.  through 
north-western  Arkansas  to  Bates- 
ville,**  on  White  river,  near  which 
point  he  had  expected  to  meet  gun- 
boats with  supplies  fi'om  below.  He 
found  the  river,  however,  at  an  im- 
usually  low  stage  for  the  season — 
barely  four  feet;  while  the  gunboats 
required  six  or  seven ;  beside  which, 
the  Mound  City,  which  attempted 
the  ascent,  had  been  resisted  and 
blown  up  in  a  fight  with  the  Eebel 
battery  at  St.  Charles  some  days  be- 
fore. Being  compelled,  therefore,  to 
depend  for  all  his  supplies  on  wagon- 
trains  from  Rolla,  Mo.,  now  several 
hundred  miles  distant,  he  did  not  feel 
strong  enough  to  advance  on  Little 
Bock,  the  capital  of  Arkansas,  nearly 
100  miles  S.  S.  W.  from  his  present 
position.  Having  halted  seven  weeks, 
wholly  immolested,  at  Batesville,  he 
again  set  forth,"  crossing  the  Big 
Black  by  a  pontoon-bri<^e,  and  pur- 
suing a  southerly  course  through  a 


"•Pollard  8878: 

«*  The  Indian  regiments,  under  Gen-  Pike,  had 
not  come  up  in  time  to  take  any  important  part 
in  the  batUe.  Some  o(  the  red  men  behaved 
well,  and  a  portion  of  them  assisted  in^  taking  a 
battery;  bnt  they  were  difficult  to  manage  in 
the  deafening  roar  of  artillery,  to  which  they 
were  unaccustomed,  and  were  naturally  amazed 
at  tbe  sight  of  guns  that  ran  on  wheels.  They 
knew  what  to  do  with  the  rifle;  they  were  ao- 
customed  to  the  sounds  of  battle  as  loud  as  their 
own  war-whoop;  and  the  amazement  of  these 


generally  swampy,  wooded,  and  thin- 
ly settled  country,  where  none  but 
negroes   made    any  professions   of 
Unionism,  and,  being  joined  at  Jack* 
sonport"  by  Gen.  C.  C  Washburae, 
with  the  3d  Wisconsin  cavalry,  which 
had  come  through  from  Springfield 
aloile  and  unassailed,  proceeded  to 
Augusta,  where  he  took  leave**  of  the 
White,  and,  assuming  a  generally  S. 
W.  direction,  took  his  way  across  the 
cypress  swamps  and  canebrakes  of 
the  Cache,  where  his  advance  (the 
33d  Illinois,  Col.  Hovey),  which  had 
been  struggling  over  roads  heavily 
obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  was  at- 
tacked "  by  some  1,500  Rebel  cavahy, 
mainly  Texans,  led  by  Ghen.  AlbOTt 
Bust,  who  held  him  in  check  for  an 
hour,  until  he  was  joined  by  the  1st 
Indiana  cavalry,  Lt.-CoL  Wood,  with 
two  howitzers,  when  an  impetuous^ 
charge  was  made  by  the  Indianians,' 
whereby  th©  enemy  were  routed  and 
put  to  flight.   The  bodies  of  110  dead 
Rebels  were  buried  by  our  soldiers, 
whose  loss  was  but  8  killed  and  45 
wounded,  including  Maj.  Glenden* 
nin,  who  led  the  charge,  receiving  a 
shot  in  the  breast,  which  proved  mor- 
tal.   The  Rebels  were  satisfied  with 
this  experiment,  and  gave  no  further 
trouble. 

Gen.  Curtis  again  struck  **  White 
river  at  Clarwidon,  just  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Cache,  only  to  learn, 
with  intense  chagrin,  that  Col.  Fitch, 


simple  children  of  the  forest  may  be  imagined  at 
the  sight  of  such  roaring,  deafening,  crashing 
monsters  as  12-pounders  running  around  on 
wheels.  Gen.  Tan  Dom,  in  his  official  report 
of  the  batde,  does  not  mention  that  any  aasSst* 
ance  was  deiived  firom  the  Indians — an  ally  that 
had,  perhaps,  cost  us  much  more  trouble,  ex- 
pense, and  annoyance  than  their  servioea  ia 
modern  warfiffe  could,  under  any  drcumstanoeSi 
be  worth." 

•*  Arriving  there  May  6.  "  Jiine  J4. 

»Jun626.     •*July^     "July  7.     ••July  9. 
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Wiih  the  expected  ganboats  and 
transports,  had  gone  down  the  river 
barely  21  hours  previous.  Being 
short  of  provisions,  in  a  thoroughly 
inhospitable  country,  he  had  no  choice 
but  to  make  his  way  to  the  most  ac- 
cessible point  on  the  Mississippi. 
This  was  Helena,  65  miles  8.  E., 
whidi  was  made*^  by  Gen.  Wash- 
bmne,  with  2,500  cavalry  and  5  how- 
itzers, in  a  march  of  24  hours,  the 
in&ntiy  coming  through  during  the 
two  following  days,  bringing  about 
balf  a  regiment  of  white  Arkansas 
TolunteerB,  with  a  large  number  of 
n^;roes,  who,  having  been  employed 
to  block  the  roads  in  our  front  by 
Ming  trees  across  them,  were  entitled 
to  liberty  and  protection  under  the 
r^ant  military  policy.  A  single 
traiQ  of  40  wagons,  laden  with  sup- 
plies, being  wholly  unguarded,  was 
captured  by  Rebel  guerrillas  in  Mis- 
fiouri,  within  30  mdles  pf  Solla,  its 
0tarting-point. 


Gen.  John  M.  Schofield  had  at  an 
early  day  **  been  placed  by  Gen.  Hal- 
leck  in  conmiand  of  all  the  Missouri 
miHtia — a  force  then  visible  oidy  to 
fee  eye  of  fidth.  By  the  middle  of 
April  following,  he  had  an  array  of 
13,800  m^i  in  the  field,  mainly  cav- 
alry;  to  which  was  intrusted  the  de- 
fense of  the  State,  while  our  other 
troops  were  drawn  away  to  Arkan- 
sas and  the  Tennessee.  Gen.  Curtis's 
mov^nents  eastward  toward  the  Mis- 
HBuppi  opened  the  State  to  incur- 
sions from  the  Bebels,  still  in  force 
in  western  Arkansas ;  while  consider- 
ble  numbers  of  Price^s  men  were 
dandestinely-sent  home  to  enlist  re- 
entits  and  organise  guerrilla  bands  for 
activity  during  the  summer.    Scho- 


field persisted  in  enrolling  and  organ- 
izing militia  imtil  he  had  50,900  men 
on  his  lists,  of  whom  about  80,000 
were  armed.  Upon  fall  considera* 
tion,  he  decided  to  enroll  only  loyal 
men,  since  passive  were  often  con- 
verted into  active  Bebels  by  a  re- 
quirement to  serve  in  jthe  Union 
forces.  He  had  20,000  men  ready 
for  service,  when,  late  in  July,  1862, 
the  tidings  of  McClellan's  disastrous 
failure  before  Richmond  combined 
with  other  influences  to  fill  the 
interior  of  the  State  with  formid- 
able bands  of  Bebel  partisans.  Of 
these,  CoL  Porter's,  two  or  three 
thousand  strong,  was  attacked**  at 
Kirksville,  Adair  County,  by  Col. 
John  McNeil,  with  1,000  cavalry 
and  a  battery  of  6  guns,  and,  after  a 
desperate  fight  of  four  hours,  utterly 
defeated,  with  a  loss  of  180  killed 
and  500  wounded.  Several  wagon- 
loads  of  arms  were  among  the  spoils 
of  victory,  and  Porter's  force  was 
by  this  defeat  practically  destroyed. 
McNeil's  loss  was  reported  at  28 
killed  and  60  wounded. 

Four  days  thereafter,  CoL  Poin- 
dexter's  band  of  about  1,200  Rebels 
was  attacked,  while  crossing*  the 
Chariton  river,  by  Col.  Odin  Guitar, 
9th  militia  cavalry,  600  men,  with  3 
guns,  and  thoroughly  routed ;  many 
of  the  Rebels  being  driven  into  the 
river  and  drowned.  "Many  horses 
and  arms,  and  all  their  spare  ammu- 
nition and  other  supplies,  were  cap- 
tured." ••  Poind^rter,  with  what  re- 
mained of  his  force,  fled*  northward 
to  join  Porter ;  but  was  intercepted 
and  driven  back  by  another  Union 
force  xmder  Qten.  Ben.  Loan,  and 
again  struck  by  Guitar;  who,  in  a 
running  fight  of  nearly  48  hours, 


'J«lylL  "KOT.  2^,1861. 


'  Aug  6,  1862.        **  Qea.  Schofleld's  official  report 
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killed,  captured,  or  dispersed  his 
entire  command.  Poindexter,  after 
wandering  alone  throngh  the  woods 
for  several  days,  was  made  a  pris- 
oner ;  and  Porter,  driven  back  upon 
McNeil  by  the  same  movement  of 
Gen.  Loan,  was  compelled  to  disperse 
his  band  to^save  it  from  destruction. 
This  was  the  last  appearance  of  the 
Rebels  in  formidable  force  northward 
of  the  Missouri  river ;  though  small 
bands  of  guerrillas  continued  to 
plunder  and  murder  there,  as  else- 
where, for  more  than  a  year. 

Independence,  on  the  western  bor- 
der of  the  State,  was  about  this  time 
attacked"  by  a  Rebel  band  of  500  to 
800,  under  Col.  Hughes ;  and  its  gar- 
rison, 312  men  of  the  7th  Missouri 
cavalry,  waa  surrendered  by  Lt.-CoL 
Buel,  after  a  short  resistance.  Gen. 
Coffey,  with  1,500  Rebel  cavalry  from 
Arkansas,  early  in  August,  invaded 
south-western  Missouri,  and,  avoid- 
ing Springfield,  moved  rapidly  north- 
ward. Col.  Clark  Wright,  6th  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  was  sent  with  1,200 
men  in  pursuit;  Gen.  Totten  being 
directed  by  Schofield  to  strike  the 
band  which  had  just  captured  Inde- 
pendence, before  it  could  be  joined 
by  Coffey;  while  Gen.  Blunt,  com- 
manding in  Arkansas,  was  requested 
to  send  a  force  from  Fort  Scott,  to 
cooperate  in  cutting  off  Coffey's  re- 
treat ;  and  Col.  Fitz-Henry  Warren, 
1st  Iowa  cavalry,  was  dispatched  from 
Clinton  with  1,500  men  to  effect  a 
junction  with  Maj.  Foster ;  who,  with 
the  7th  militia  cavalry,  800  strong, 
had  been  pushed  out  from  Lexington 
by  Totten,  in  quest  of  Hughes. 

These  combinations  upon  our  side 
failed  most  signally.  Coffey  and 
Hughes  united  their  forces  and  fought 


Maj.  Foster  at  Lone  Jack,  Jackson 
coxmty,  woimded  and  defeated  him, 
with  the  loss  of  his  two  guns,  and 
compelled  him  to  Ml  back  to  Lex- 
ington, upon  which  place  Coffey  was 
advancing  with  an  army  now  aug- 
mented to  4,500  men ;  when,  finding 
that  Gen.  Blunt  was  in  strong  force, 
threatening  his  line  of  retreat,  while 
Loan's  and  Wright^s  and  other  com- 
mands were  concentrating  upon  him 
from  every  direction,  he  relinquished 
the  hope  of  capturing  Lexington  and 
relieving  the  Rebels  north  of  the 
river,  and  turned  to  fiy.  Eluding 
Gen.  Blunt  in  the  night,  he  was  hotly 
pursued  to  the  Arkansas  line,  but 
escaped  without  serious  disaster. 

Gen.  Schofield  was  soon  after"  su* 
perseded  in  the  command  of  the  de- 
partment, by  Gen.  Curtis,  but  imme- 
diately placed  at  the  head  of  the 
forces  confronting  the  enemy  in  the 
south-west,  where  the  Eebels,  now 
led  by  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman,"  were 
threatening  a  fresh  invasion.  Setting 
forward  fi^m  Springfield"  to  Sarcoxie 
to  reconnoiter  tlie  enemy's  position. 
Gen.  Salomon's  advance  had  been 
overwhelmed  at  Newtonia  by  a  large 
body  of  Eebel  cavalry.  Salomon  had 
thereupon  moved  forward  to  their 
support,  and  renewed  the  battle  at 
noon ;  fighting  until  sunset  without 
serious  lo6S,ultimately  retiring  in  good 
order  from  the  field.  He  estimated  his 
strength  at  4,500,  and  the  enemy's  in 
his  front  at  7,000.  Gen.  Schofield, 
being  roenforced  by  Gen.  Blunt  from 
Arkansas,  found  himself  at  the  head 
of  10,000  men ;  while  the  Kebels  at 
Newtonia  were  estimated  at  13,000 
to  20,000.  He  resolved  to  advance 
that  night  and  attack  at  daylight 
next  morning ;  Geii.  Blunt  approach- 


'  Aug.  11. 


'  Sept  24. 


"  Late  H.  C.  from  Arkansas. 


'Octl. 
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ing  Kewtonia  from  the  nortli  and 
-west,  and  Gen.  Totten  from  the  east 
He  found,  on  coming  np,  that  the 
enemy  had  sent  their  baggage  to  the 
rear,  and  were  preparing  to  retreat. 
Immediatelj  Aargmg  with  cavalry 
and  artillery,  the  Eebels  fled  without 
resistance,  and  were  chased  30  miles 
into  Arkansafl.  It  appeared  that, 
though  in  great  numbers,  they  were 
badly  armed,  many  of  them  not  at 
all;  having  been  sorely  disappointed 
by  the  capture  of  a  vessel  laden  with 
arms  for  their  use  on  the  Mississippi 
some  time  previously.  Schofield 
pressed  on"  to  the  old  battle-ground 
of  Pea  Bidge,  only  to  find  the  ene- 
my's forces  divided:  a  p^,  under 
Cooper,  having  moved  westward  to- 
ward Maysville,  with  intent  to  oper- 
ate on  our  communications  with  Fort 
Bcott,  while  the  main  body  had  re- 
treated sou&-westerly  toward  Hunts- 
ville,  leaving  two  or  three  thousand 
cavalry  in  our  front  to  screen  these 
movements.  Oen.  Blunt  was  there- 
upon sent  after  Cooper ;  and,  after  a 
hard  night's  march,  found  him  in 
camp  near  Maysville,  and  at  once  at- 
tacked, capturing  his*  4  guns  and 
completely  routing  his  command. 
The  Bebels  fled  in  disorder  across 
the  Arkansas  to  Fort  Gibson.  Their 
loss  in  material  would  have  been 
greater  had  they  had  more  to  lose. 

Oen.  Schofield,  with  the  residue  of 
his  army,  made  a  forced  march  over 
White  River  Mountains,  to  a  point  8 
miles  west  of  Huntsville,  where  Bains 
had  encamped  the  day  before.  His 
advance  was  next  morning  pushed 
&rwBTd  into  Huntsville,  whence  a 
few  Bebd  cavalry  fled  at  his  ap- 
proach. He  here  learned  that  Eains 
was  retreating  across  the  mountains 


to  Ozark,  resolved  not  to  fight  until 
reenforc^nents  should  arrive,  and 
that  further  pursuit  would  be  useless; 
so  he  retraced  his  steps,  via  Benton- 
ville,  to  Cross  Hollows  and  Osage 
Springs,  sending  Oen.  Herron,  with  • 
the  1st  Iowa  and  7th  militia  cavalry, 
about  1,000  in  all,  to  attack  in  the 
rear  some  3,000  or  4,000  Rebel  cav- 
alry who  were  encamped  on  White 
river,  8  miles  from  Fayetteville;  while 
Oen.  Totten,  advancing  via  Fayette- 
ville, was  to  assail  them  in  fix>nt. 
Oen.  Herron  reached  their  camp  at 
early  dawn,**  and  immediately  at- 
tacked with  such  vigor  that  the 
Bebels,  though  in  superior  numbers^ 
fled  rapidly  into  the  mountains,  with 
the  loss  of  their  camp  equipage.  Oen. 
Totten  did  not  arrive  till  after  they 
had  vanished.  Oen.  Schofield  foimd 
no  further  enemies  within  striking 
distance,  until  compelled  by  sickness 
to  resign  his  command,*^  leaving  Mis- 
souri substantially  pacified. 

But  Oen.  Hindman,  conunanding  - 
the  Confederate  forces  in  Arkansas, 
was  not  disposed  to  rest  satisfied  with 
such  a  conclusion  of  the  campaign. 
Having  collected,  by  concentration 
and  conscription,  a  force  estimated 
by  our  officers  in  his  fit)nt  at  25,000 
to  30,000  men — while  he  officially  re- 
ports that,  for  want  of  stores,  etc,  he 
was  able  to  take  on  this  expedition 
but  9,000  infantry,  2,000  cavalry,  and 
his  artillery — ^he  crossed  the  Arkan- 
sas river  at  or  near  Van  Buren,  and 
advanced  upon  our  scattered  and  nu- 
merically far  inferior  division,  which 
was  watching  him  from  the  neighr 
borhood  of  the  last  conflict.  It  was 
now  December ;  but  the  weather  was 
dear  and  dry,  and  the  days  bright 
and  warm,  though  the  nights  were 


•Oct  11 


•Oct  28. 


"  Nov.  20. 
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chilly ;  whfle  the  roads  were  in  good 
oondyition.  Qen.  Blunt,  commanding 
the  Ist  division,  in  good  part  of  Kan- 
sas troops,  nnmbering  about  5,000 
men,  was  at  Cane  Hill,  or  Boones- 
borough,  some  10  miles  north-west  of 
Van  Buren,  and  18  south-west  of 
Fajetteyille,  when  he  was  apprised 
6{  this  advance,"  with  one  of  his 
three  brigades  (Gen.  Salomon^s),  pro- 
tecting his  trains  at  Khea's  Mills,  8 
miles  north.  Determined  not  to  be 
driven  out  of  Arkansas,  he  tele- 
gn^hed  in  various  directions  for 
G^n.  Herron,  commanding  the  2d 
and  3d  divisions,  now  in  Missouri, 
and  left  subject  to  his  orders  by  Gen. 
Schofield's  departure;  and  attempted, 
by  showing  a  bold  fbont  and  direct- 
ing his  cavalry  to  skirmish  sharply 
with  the  Eebel  vanguard,  to  delay 
Hindman's  advance  until  Herron 
could  reach  him.  Blimt's  dispatch 
Ibund  "  that  able  and  earnest  leader 
at  Wilson's  creek,  some  10  miles 
south  of  Springfield,  but  with  most 
of  his  command  from  10  to  20  miles 
nearer  the  Arkansas  line.  Within 
three  hours,  his  divisions  were  in  mo- 
tion southerly,  making  marches  of 
fully  20  miles  per  day,  with  all  their 
guns  and  trains.  Having  reached 
Elkhom,'*  he  dispatched  CoL  Wick- 
ersham,  with  his  3,000  cavalry,  to 
the  more  immediate  relief  of  Blunt ; 
and  pushing  on  to  Fayetteville, 
inarching  all  night,  he  entered  that 
place  at  4  a.  ic,  on  Sunday  morning, 
Dec.  7th.    Impressed  with  the  peril 


of  Blunt,  he  rested  his  men  but  aB 
hour  or  so  before  putting  his  column 
again  in  motion,  and  had  proceeded 
but  5  or  6  nules  when  his  advance 
was  met  by  the  1st  Arkansas  and 
7th  Missouri  (Union)  eavalry,  being  a 
part  of  those  he  had  dispatched  from 
Elkhom  to  the  aid  of  Blunt,  who  had 
just  before  been  attacked  and  thrown 
into  great  disorder  by  Mannaduke's 
Eebel  cavalry,  forming  the  vanguard 
of  Hindman's  army. 

Gen.  Blunt  had  been  skirmishing 
for  the  last  two  days  with  what  he 
supposed  the  advance  of  the  enemy^s 
main  body ;  but  learned,  at  8  p.  h.  of 
the  6th,  that  Hindman  had  turned 
his  left  and  interposed  between  him 
and  all  of  Herron's  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery. CJoLWickersham,  with  4  cav- 
alry regiments,  reported  to  Blunt  at 
Cane  Hill  two  hours  afterward,  with 
tidings  that  Herron  would  be  at  Fay- 
etteville early  next  morning. 

Blunt  now  attempted  to  warn  Her- 
ron of  his  danger,  but  it  was  too  late ; 
his  messengers  were  intercepted  by 
Mar  maduke's  cavalry.  Hindman  was 
probably  reaching  for  Blunt's  trains 
at  Ehea's  Mills,  when,  to  their  mu- 
tual astonishment,  he  locked  horns 
with  Herron  on  Hlinois  creek,  near 
the  settlement  known  as  Pbaieus 
Gbove. 

Herron,  divested  of  his  cavahy, 
had  but  about  4,000  men  in  hand, 
and  ought  to  have  stood  on  the  de- 
fensive," availing  himself  of  every 
advantage  of  position   and  shelter. 


"  Dec  2.  "  Dea  3.  *•  On  the  evening  of  the  6th. 

^  Gen.  Heboil,  in  a  priyate  letter  to  a  Mend 
aft  Dubuque,  Iowa»  dated  Dea  16,  sajs: 

"For  four  miles,  we  fought  their  cavahy,  dri- 
Ting  them  back  to  Ulinols  creek,  where  I  found 
their  whide  force  stronglj  posted  on  a  long 
ridge,  with  magnificent  positions  for  batteries. 
For  one  mile  in  fi'ont,  it  was  dear  ground,  and 
mj  road  laj  right  in  the  center  of  their  line. 


From  a  prisoner  taken,  I  learned  that  Hindman 
was  on  ihe  ridge,  with  his  whole  force,  and  in- 
tended to  whip  me  out  before  Blunt  could  get 
up ;  in  other  words,  to  take  us  one  at  a  time. 
The  case  locked  tough,  with  Blunt  ten  miles 
awaj,  and  26,000  men  between  us;  but  I  saw 
at  a  glance  there  were  Just  two  things  that  could 
be  done;  namely,  fight  them  without  delay,  and 
depend  cm  the  chance  of  Bhrnt^a  hearing  me 
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AmdoTiSy  however,  for  Bltint's  safe- 
ly, and  apprehending  that  he  might 
be  at  that  moment  enveloped  by  an 
overwhehning  Rebel  force,  he  drove 
the  Bebel  cavalry  impetuondy  across 
flie  creek,  only  to  find  their  infantry 
and  artillery  strongly  posted  on  a 
high,  wooded  ridge,  three-qnarters  of 
a  mile  distant;  their  nnmbers  con- 
cealed by  the  timber  and  thick  nn- 
derbrofih.  Sending  across  a  light 
battery,  which  was  instantly  driven 
back,  he,  while  still  threatening  a 
fresh  advance  on  the  road,  cnt  a 
path  to  the  creek,  half  a  mile  farther, 
down,  and  pnshefl  across  a  battery 
at  a  point  which  enabled  it  to  draw 
the  fire  of  the  Eebel  artillery.  This 
movement,  being  nnsnspected  and 
miperceived  by  the  enemy,  was  en- 
lireljsiiccessfal;  and,  before  the  Reb- 
els had  recovered  from  their  surprise 
and  confnsion,  Herron  had  pushed 
three  full  batteries,  backed  by  three 
good  regiments  of  infantry,  across 
the  regular  ford.  These  batteries 
were  so  excellent  and  so  admirably 
served  that  they  had  silenced,  in  one 
hour's  firing,  their  Rebel  antagonists. 
Ours  were  thereupon  advanced 
across  an  open  field,  firing  volleys 
of  grape  and  canister,  until  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  the  ridge  held 
by  the  Rebels,  when  the  20th  Wis- 
consin and  19th  Iowa  infantry  were 
ordered  to  chaige  the  Rebel  battery 
in  their  front.  They  did  so  most 
gallantly,  hurling  back  its  supports 
and  taking  the  battery ;  but  were  un- 
able to  hold  it,  and  compelled  to 
fiill  back.  Their  charge  was  at  once 
returned  with  interest  by  the  Rebel 
infantry,  intent  on  the  capture  of 
our  three  batteries,  and  rushing  up  to 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  guns. 


when  they  were  likewise  repulsed 
with  great  slaughter.  A  fresh  bri- 
gade, consisting  of  the  26th  Indiana 
and  37th  Illinois  infantry,  being  now 
brought  up  fix)m  the  right  to  the 
relief  of  our  exhausted  center,  CoL 
Houston  ordered  and  led  a  charge 
against  the  same  Rebel  battery  which 
had  been  fiiiitlessly  charged  already. 
Again  it  was  taken,  and  again  the 
captors  were  compelled  to  abandon 
it  by  the  overwhelming  fire  of  infan- 
try concentrated  upon  them. 

Thus  the  battle  stood,  still  desper- 
ately contested,  neither  lost  nor  won, 
when,  at  2J  p.  m.,  Herron  heard  the 
welcome  music  of  a  battery  opening 
at  some  distance  otf  his  right,  and 
was  soon  assured  that  Blunt's  division 
was  on  hand. 

Blunt  had  that  morning  sent  OoL 
"Wickersham,  with  his  cavalry,  in  ad- 
vance, followed  by  G^.  Salomon's 
infantry  brigade,  with  directions  to 
move  rapidly  on  ihe  FayetteviUe  road, 
and  form  a  junction,  if  possible,  with* 
Herron.  Three  miles  north  of  GiMf 
Hill,  however,  "Wickersham  had  taken* 
the  left-hand  road  to  Rhea's  MiDs, 
instead  of  the  right,  leading  dire(5tly' 
to  Fayetteville ;  and  Blunt,  on  reach- 
ing the  fork,  had  followed,  deeming 
it  imprudent  to  dislocate  his*  com- 
mand. Coming  up  at  length  Trtth' 
Wickersham,  he  ordered  him  to  face' 
toward  Fayetteville,  and  endeavor  ii& 
reach  •Herton.  Wickerdhttm  had 
barely  started,  when,  a  little  after 
noon,  the  boom  of  artillery  was  heard 
in  the  north-east,  and,  leaviiig  Q^. 
Salomon's  brigade  to  guaini  his  trdn^ 
at  Rhea's  Mills,  Blunt  set  fbtward^ 
over  a  bKnd,  hilly  road,  with  his  tWo 
others,  in  the  direction  of  the  fire. 

At  1:45  p.  M.,  Gen.  Blunt,  in  adZ 


ind  coming  up,  or  retreat  and  lose  my  whole  train.    It  required  no  time  to  make  a  dectslbn.'" 
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yaace  of  his  division,  came  into  full 
view  of  the  field  where  the  battle 
was  fiercely  raging.  The  Eebels  were 
very  strongly  posted  on  high,  rolling 
ground,  covered  by  timber,  and  only 
approached  fi^om  the  north  over 
large,  open  fields,  which  afforded  no 
cover,  save  that  a  part  of  them  bore 
a  crop  of  ripe  com.  Blunt's  eccen- 
tric advance  had  brought  him  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  left,  where  they  had 
been  massing  a  large  force  for  the 
purpose  of  flanking  Herron's  position. 
The  flankers  found  an  enemy  much 
nearer  than  they  expected,  and  were 
at  once  hotly  engaged  with  Blunt's 
division.  Its  three  batteries,  firing 
shell  and  case-shot  at  short  range, 
Boon  proved  an  overmatch  for  the  two 
Sebel  batteries  opposed  to  them, 
driving  them  and  their  supports  back 
into  the  woods;  where  fliey  were 
charged  by  Col.  "Weer,  leadkig  the 
lOth^  13th,  and  part  of  the  2d  and 
11th  Kansas  and  20th  Iowa,  and  a 
musketry  %ht  of  three  hours  was 
maintained  with  equal  energy  by  the 
contending  hosts.  Meantime,  our 
batteries  were  advanced  at  various 
points  and  served  with  rare  efficiency ; 
lieut.  Tenney,  with  six  10-pound 
Parrotts,  repelling  with  shell  and  can- 
ister, while  unsupported,  a  formidable 
infantry  attack.  Here  fell  the  Eebel 
Gen.  Stein,  of  Missouri,  A  battery 
of  10  guns,  well  supported,  opening 
upon  Tenney,  he  in  ten  minutes  si- 
lenced its  clamor,  dismounting  two 
of  the  guns,  and  driving  off  the  resi- 
due. An  attempt  to  capture  Babb's 
and  Hopkins's  batteries,  which  were 
supported  by  the  11th  Kansas,  Lt- 
Col.  Moonl^ht,  was  defeated  with 
fearful  slaughter. 


As  darkness  came  on,  the  firing 
gradually  slackened  and  ceased ;  the 
Rebels  recoiling  into  their  woody 
covert,  our  soldiers  sleeping  on  their 
arms  in  the  open  field  where  they 
had  so  bravely  struggled,  expecting 
to  renew  the  combat  at  daylight. 
Meanwhile,  our  wounded  were  all 
cared  for,  the  trains  of  the  whole 
army  sent  to  Fayetteville ;  and  Gen. 
Salomon's  brigade,  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  guarding  them,  ordered  to 
the  field;  ammunition  brought  up 
and  distributed,  and  everything  made 
ready  for  proceeding  to  business  at 
dawn ;  but,  just  before  daylight,  Gen. 
Blunt  received  a  flag  of  truce  from 
Hindman,  asking  a^  personal  inter- 
view with  reference  to  the  burial  of 
the  dead  and  relief  of  the  wounded. 
Blunt  met  Hindman  accordingly,  and 
was  soon  satisfied  that  the  meting 
so  solicited  was  but  a  trick;  that 
Hindman  had  no  force  present  or 
near  but  his  staff-escort,  and  a  party 
left  to  gather  up  his  wounded ;  that 
the  bulk  of  his  army  had  commenced 
retreating  several  hours  before. 

Our  loss  in  this  battle  was  167 
killed,  798  wounded,  and  183  miss- 
ing— total,  1,148.  Most  of  the  miss- 
ing were  captured  in  Marmaduke's 
initial  attack  on  our  cavalry,  and 
were  exchanged  directly  afterward. 
Of  our  loss,  no  less  than  953  fell  on 
Herron's  command  of  hardly  more 
than  4,000  men.  Lt.-Col.  McFar- 
land,  who  led  the  19th  Iowa  in  its 
first  charge,  was  killed ;  as  was  Maj . 
Burdett,  of  the  7th  Mi^ouri  cavalry. 
Lt.-CoL  Black,  37th  Illinois,  and 
Maj.  Thompson,  20th  Iowa,  were 
among  the  woxmded.  The  Rebel 
loss*'  must  have  been  greater,  because 


"  Qen.  Huntk  in  his  official  report,  BajBi 
'^IlieenemT'B  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  can 


not  fall  short  of  3,000,  and  will  probablj  much 
exceed  that  number^  aa  man/  of  tiiem,  not  se- 
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of  onr  BuperiOTity  in  artillery,  with 
which  the  principal  execution  was 
done.  Hindman's  official  report 
makes  it,  164  killed,  817  woonded, 


336  missing — total,  1,317 ;  and  claims 
to  have  taken  275  prisoners,  5 
flags,  23  wagons,  and  over  600 
small  arms. 


m. 


KENTUCKY— TEKNESSEE— ALABAMA. 


Ths  river  Tennessee,  taking  rise 
in  the  nigged  valleys  of  sonth-west- 
em  Viiginia,  between  the  Alleghany 
and  the  Cmnberland  ranges  of  moun- 
tains, but  drawing  tribute  also  from 
western  North  Carolina  and  northern 
Gborgia,  traverses  East  Tennessee  in 
a  generally  "W.  S.  "W.  direction,  en- 
tering Alabama  at  its  N.  E.  comer ; 
and,  after  a  detour  of  some  300  miles, 
through  the  northern  part  of  that 
8ta£e,  passes  out  at  its  N.  W.  comer ; 
i^entering  Tennessee,  and,  passing 
again  through  that  State  in*a  course 
due  north,  and  forming  the  boimdary 
between  what  are  designated  respec- 
tively West  and  Middle  Tennessee, 
thence  flowing  N.  N.  W.  till  it  falls 
into  the  Ohio  scarcely  70  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  that  river,  whereof  it 


is  the  largest  tributary,  draining  an 
area  of  over  40,000  square  miles. 
Very  rarely  frozen,  it  is  usually  navi- 
gable, save  in  dry  summers,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  Muscle  Shoals,  toward 
the  lower  end  of  its  course  through 
Alabama,  and  thence  by  smaUer  boats 
at  high  stages  of  water  some  500 
miles,  to  Knoxville,  the  capital  of 
East  Tennessee.  The  Cumberland, 
draining  the  opposite  slope  of  the 
Cumberland  Mountains,  takes  its  rise 
in  the  heart  of  eastern  Kentucky,  and, 
pursuing  a  similar  but  shorter  course, 
runs  W.  S.  W.  into  Middle  Tennes- 
see, which  it  traverses  very  much  as 
the  Tennessee  does  northern  Alaba- 
ma, passing  Nashville,  its  capital, 
bendhig  N.  "W.  into  Kentucky  some 
20  miles  eastward  of  the  latter  river, 


▼erelj  wounded,  were  taken  to  Van  Buren. 
Their  loes  in  killed  upon  the  ground  will  reach 
1,000;  the  greater  number  of  whom  have  been 
buried  bj  mj  command." 
PoUard,  on  the  other  hand,  says  of  this  battle: 
"  Oar  whole  line  of  infantry  were  in  dose  oon- 
ffici  nearly  the  whole  day  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  attempting,  with  their  force  of  18,000  men, 
to  drire  us  from  our  position.  In  every  instance, 
they  were  repulsed,  and  finally  driven  back 
from  the  field ;  Gen.  Hindman  driving  them  to 
within  8  miles  of  Fayetteville;  when  our  forces 
feQ  back  to  their  supply  d^pdt,  between  Cane 
fiiU  and  Van  Buren.  W«  captured  300  prison- 
ers, and  vast  quantities  of  stores.  The  enemy's 
loss  to  killed  and  wounded  was^about  1,000;  the 
OoBfederate  loss,  hi  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
about  300." 
Oen.  Blnnt  Airther  says  of  this  Pollard  victory  : 


*'  Their  transportation  had  been  left  south  of 
the  mountains,  and  their  retreat  thereby  made 
unincumbered  and  stealthy.  I  am  assured  by 
my  own  men  who  were  prisoners  with  them,  as 
well  as  by  deserters  fh>m  their  ranks,  that  they 
tore  up  the  blankets  of  their  men  to  muffle  the 
wheels  of  their  artillery." 

Gen.  Herron,  in  a  private  letter,  dated  Deo. 
15th,  says : 

"The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  terrific.  After 
their  burial-parties  had  been  on  the  ground  for 
three  days,  we  had  to  turn  in  and  bury  300  for 
them.  The  country  for  25  miles  around  is  full 
of  their  wounded.  We  have,  as  captures,  4 
caissons  full  of  ammunition,  and  about  300  stand 
of  arms.  Hindman  had  prepared  himself,  and 
risked  all  on  this  fight  His  movements  were 
shrewdly  managed;  and  nothing  but  desperately 
hard  fighting  ever  carried  us  through." 
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and'  ptusning  a  generally  parallel 
course  to  that  stream^  to  its  own  re- 
ception by  the  Ohio,  and  being  navi- 
gable for  260  miles  by  large  steam- 
boats, save  in  seasons  of  snmmer 
drouth,  and  by  boats  of  500  tuns  for 
some  300  miles  further.  These  two — 
the  only  rivers,  save  the  Mississippi, 
navigable  southward  from  the  border 
of  the  Free  into  the  Slave  States — 
were  obviously  regarded  on  both 
sides,  in  view  of  the  notorious  im- 
practicability of  Southern  roads  in 
"Winter  and  Spring,  as  the  natural 
routes  of  advance  for  our  "Western 
armies  collected  and  drilled  on  and 
near  the  Ohio  during  the  Autumn  of 
.  1861  and  the  WintOT  following. 

The  close  of  1861  left  Gen.  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  commanding  the0on- 
fed^-ate  forces  in  south-eastern  Ken- 
tucky, intrenched  at  Paintville,  John- 
son county,  intent  on  gathering  sup- 
plies and  recruiting.  Col.  James  A. 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,  commanding  a 
Union  brigade  consisting  of  the  42d 
Ohio,  14th  Kentucky,  and  a  squad- 
ron of  Ohio  cavalry,  moved  up  the 
Big  Sandy  early  in  1862,  occupying 
Paintville*  without  resistance,  and 
pushing  on  to  Prestonburg,  Floyd 
county ;  near  which  town,  at  the  forks 
of  Middle  creek,  he  encountered  Mar- 
shall, whom  he  put  to  flight  with 
little  loss  on  either  side.  Qt^rfield 
reported  his  full  strength  in  this 
engagement  at  1,800,  and  estimated 
that  of  Marshall  at  2,500.  Marshall 
was  obliged  to  retreat  into  Virginia. 

Cumberland  Gap  was  abandoned 
without  resistance  to  the  Unionists 
next  month;*  and  Gen.  Qurfield, 
with  600  men,  made  a  rapid  excur- 
sion* to  Pound  Gap,  where  he  sur- 
prised a  Rebel  camp,  capturing  300 


rifles,  destroying  the  camp  equipage, 
and  returning  to  Pikeville  without 
loss. 


Gen.  ZoUicoffer,  at  the  close  of 
1861,  held  a  position  on  the  Cumber- 
land, near  the  head  of  steamboat  nav- 
igation on  that  sinuous  stream,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  the  right  of  the 
Rebel  army  covering  Tennessee  and 
holding  a  small  part  of  southern  Ken- 
tucky. His  force  did  not  exceed 
6,000  men ;  but  even  this  was  with 
great  difficulty  meagerly  subsisted  by 
inexorable  foraging  on  that  thinly 
settled  and  poorly  cultivated  regioi^ 
His  principal  camp  was  at  Mill 
Spbino,  in  Wayne  county,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river ;  but,  finding 
himself  unmolested,  he  .established 
himself  on  the  opposite  bank,  in 
a  substantial  earthwork,  which  he 
named  Camp  Beach  Grove.  He  had 
one  small  steamboat,  which  had  run 
up  with  munitions  from  Nashville, 
and  was  employed  in  gathering  sup- 
plies for  his  hungry  men;  but  the 
advance  of  a  Union  detachment  to 
Columbia,  on  his  left,  had  rendered 
his  navigation  of  the  river  below  him 
precarious,  if  not  entirely  obstructed 
it.  On  his  right  front.  Gen.  Schoepf, 
with  a  force  of  8,000  mien,  occupied 
Somerset ;  but  was  content  to  occupy 
it,  without  attempting  or  desiring  to 
make  trouble.  But  Gen.  George  H. 
ThcHuas,  having  been  ordered*  by 
Gen.  Buell  to  take  command  in  this 
quarter,  had  scarcely  reached  Lo- 
gan's Cross-Roads  *  when  Maj.-Gen* 
George  B.  Crittenden,  who  had  re- 
cently joined  ZoUicoffer  and  super- 
seded him  in  command,  finding  him- 
self nearly  destitute  of  subsistence, 
and  apprehending  an  attack  in  over- 


*  Jan.  7, 1862.       ••  About  Feb.  22.       •  March  16.      *  Dec  29, 1861.        •  Jan.  IT,  1862. 
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wfaelming  strength  from  all  oiirforcjes 
in  that  part  of  Kentucky,  resolved  to 
anticipate  it ; '  and,  at  midnight  after 
the  next  day,'  advanced  with  his  en- 
tire available  force,  consisting  of  six 
Tennessee,  one  Alabama,  and  one 
Itfississippi  regiments  of  infantry,  six 
cannon,  and  two  battalions  of  cav- 
aby,  to  strike  and  surprise  the  three 
or  fouCr  Union  regiments  which  he 
was  assured  were  alone  posted  be- 
tween him  and  Somerset.  He  struck 
them  as  he  had  expected,  but  did  not 
surprise  them ;  Gen.  Thomas  having 
taken  the  precaution  to  send  out 
strong  pickets  of  infantry  on  the 
roads  leading  toward  the  enemy, 
with  a  picket  of  cavalry  still  farther 
in  advance.  These  were  encountered 
by  Crittenden's  vanguard  before  day- 
light ;  •  but,  after  firing,  retired  slowly 
and  in  good  order,  and  reported  to 
OoL  M.  B.  Hanson,  conunanding  the 
advance  brigade,  who  in  ten  minutes 
had  his  two  regiments — 10th  Indiana 
and  4:th  Kentucky,  CoL  S.S.  Fry- 
in  readiness ;  and  the  Rebels,  in  that 
hour  of  darkness,  necessarily  pro- 
ceeded with  caution,  doubling  them- 
selves as  they  advanced.  Thomas 
was  of  course  at  the  jEront,  having  or- 
dered up  his  remaining  regiments, 
within  ten  minutes  afterward. 

The  charge  of  the  Rebels  was  des- 
perate, and  the  battle  raged  vnth 
great  fdry  for  nearly  two  hours, 
during  which  the  muskets  of  the 
combatants  w^e  oft;en  fired  through 
the  same  fence.  Barely  five  Union 
raiments  in  all — ^ihe  10th  Indiana, 
2d  Minnesota,  9th  Ohio,  4th  Ken- 
tucky,  and   1st  Kentucky  cavalry. 


•with  Kinney's  battery — ^were  serious- 
ly engaged ;  but  the  12th  Kentucky, 
and  two  or  three  Tennessee  regiments, 
reached  the  field  just  as  the  day  was 
won  by  a  charge  of  the  9th  Ohio  on 
our  left  flank  with  fix^d  bayonets, 
supported  by  a  galling  fire  from  the 
2d  Minnesota  in  firont,  under  which 
the  Rebels  gave  way  and  fled, 
scarcely  halting  until  they  reached 
their  intrenched  camp  by  the  river ; 
leaving  one  gun  on  the  battle-field 
and  another  by  the  way. 

In  the  heat  of  the  battle,  when 
the  combatants  were  scarcely  sepa- 
rated by  an  open  space.  Gen.  Zolli- 
coffer  was  shot  by  OoL  Fry,  and  fell 
dead  on  the  field,  where  his  body 
was  left  by  his  followers.  Col.  Fry's 
horse  was  shot  dead  directly  after- 
ward. Col.  Robert  L.  McCook,  9th 
Ohio,  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and 
abo  had  his  horse  shot.  The  Rebels 
lost  192  killed,  62  wounded,  and 
captured,  besides  those  carried  off 
by  them,  and  89  taken  unhurt.  Our 
loss  was  39  killed,  and  207  wounded. 

It  rained,  as  usual,  and  the  roads 
were  horrible ;  but  the  victors,  cqn- 
siderably  reenjforced,  were,  before  4 
^.  M.,  in  front  of  the  intrenchments 
at  Camp  Beech  Grove,  within  which 
the  fiying  Rebels  had  taken  refuge 
an  hour  or  two  before.  Shelling 
was  immediately  commenced  on  our 
side,  feebly  responded  to  on  the 
other ;  and  this  continued  until  7  at 
night,  when  our  soldiers  desisted  and 
lay  down  to  rest.  Qen.  Schoepfs 
brigade  came  up  that  night,  and 
were  so  disposed  by  Gen.  Thomas 
as  to  make  sure  of  the  capture  of 


*  A  Bebel  letter  to  the  LemiaviBe  (NashTflle) 
Chmrier^  tajs: 

**The  enemj  in  front  occupied  Somerset  with 
•ereral  regiments,  and  Columbia  with  an  equal 
fbroa.    On  the  17th  and  ISth,  it  rained  so  much 


that  ilshing  creek  could  not  be  crossed;  and  so 
the  Somerset  force  of  several  thousand  could  not 
join  the  force  from  Columbia  before  the  20th." 


V  Jan.  lS-19. 


•  Sunday,  Jan.  19. 


Digitized  Wy 


Google 


44 


THE    AMERICAN    CONFLICT. 


XULL  ftPEIKG. 


the  enemy.  At  daylight,  their  little 
steamer  was  seen  lying  in  iJbe  river, 
and  was  quickly  set  on  fire  by  our 
shells ;  cutting  off,  as  was  fondly  cal- 
culated, all  chance  of  farther  Eebel 
retreat.  Fire  was  then  opened  on 
their  intrenchments,  but  there  was 
no  response  ;  and  it  was  soon  discov- 
ered that,  taking  advantage  of  their 


little  boat,  they  had  silently  escaped 
across  the  river  during  the  night, 
leaving  10  more  guns,*  with  caissons, 
and  many  small  arms,  1,200  or  1,500 
horses  and  mules,  with  tents,  blankets, 
and  all  the  material  of  an  army,  be- 
hind them. 


The    Bebel  engineers    had   con- 


*  A  Bebel  latter  to  the  MBmphis  Avalanche,  sajs  11  guns  were  spiked  and  thrownintothe  river. 
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Btnicted — ^mainly  by  slave  laboi 
at  a  point  Bome  80  or  90  miles  up 
the  Tennessee  and  Oomberland, 
where  those  rivers  first  approach 
within  10  or  12  miles  of  each 
other,  a  few  miles  south  of  the 
Kentucky  line,  and  north  of  the 
Louisville  and  Memphis  Baiboad, 
two  strong  and  spacious  works; 
FoBT  Henry,  commanding  the  Ten- 
nessee firom  its  eastern  bank,  and 
Fort  Donelson,  controlling  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Cumberland  from  the 
west,  a  little  below  the  Tennessee 
village  of  Dover.  A  dirt  road  con- 
nected the  two  forts,  whereof  the 
garrisons  were  expected  to  support 
each  other  if  assailed.  Fort  Henry, 
situated  on  a  point  or  bend  of  the 
river,  and  scarcely  above  its  surface 
when  in  flood,  menaced  the  approach 
by  water  for  a  mile  on  either  hand, 
but  was  overlooked  by  three  points" 
within  cannon-shot  on  either  bank  of 
the  river.  It  cohered  two  or  three 
acres  of  ground,  mounted  17  large 
gons,  11  of  them  bearing  upon  any 
vessels  approaching  from  below,  with 
a  spacious  intrenched  camp  in  its 
rear,  and  a  wide  abatis  encircling 
alL  It  was  defended  by  Gen.  Lloyd 
Tilghman,  of  Kentucky,  with  2,600 
men. 

To  Brig.-Gen.  TJ.  S.  Grant,  of  Illi- 
nois, was  assigned  the  task  of  its 
reduction,  with  the  powerful  aid  of 
Commodore  A.  H.  Foote  and  his 
fleet  of  seven  gunboats,  four  of  them 
partially  iron-clad«  Leaving  Cairo" 
with  some  15,000  men  on  steam 
transports,  he  moved  up  the  Ohio  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee,  then  as- 
cended that  stream  to  within  ten 
miles  of  Fort  Henry,  where  his  trans- 
ports  halted,"  While   Com.  Foote, 


with  his  gunboats,  proceeded  cau- 
tiously up  the  river,  shelling  the 
woods  on  either  side  to  discover  any 
masked  batteries  that  might  the^  be 
planted.  Having  pushed  this  recon- 
noissance  far  enough  to  receive  a  32- 
pound  ball  through  the  unprotected 
side  of  one  of  his  boats.  Gen.  Grant 
decided  that  the  proper  landing-place 
for  the  troops  watf  about  four  miles 
below  the  fort,  where  he  and  they 
were  debarked "  accordingly.  The 
next  day  was  spent  in  preparations, 
and  the  next  appointed  for  the  at- 
tack :  Gen.  Grant  directing  the  main 
body  of  his  forces,  tmder  Gen.  John 
A.  McClemand,  to  move  diagonally 
across  the  cotmtry  and  seize  the  road 
leading  from  the  fort  to  Donelson 
and  Dover,  while  Gen.  0.  F.  Smith, 
with  lus  brigade,  advanced  along  the 
west  bank  of  the  river,  and  Com. 
Foote,  with  his  gunboats,  moved 
slowly  up  and  attacked  the  fort  from* 
the  water. 

Com.  Foote  formed  his  vessels  in 
two  lines:  the  iron-clads  Cincinnati 
(flag-ship),  Essex,  Carondelet,  and  St. 
Louis,  in  front,  while  the  old  wooden 
Conestoga,  Tyler,  and  Lexington, 
formed  a  second  line  some  distance 
astern,  and  out  of  the  range  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  throwing  shell  over  the 
iron-clads  into  and  about  the  fort. 
Thus  advancing  slowly  and  firing 
deliberately,  the  iron-clads  steadily 
neared  the  fort,  using  only  their  bow- 
guns,  because  unwilling  to  expose 
their  weak,  unsheltered  sides  to  the 
heavy  guns  of  the  fort,  one  of  them 
having  a  caliber  of  128  and  another 
of  60  pounds,  and  but  12  of  ours  in 
all  of  our  frx)nt  line  being  available. 
For  a  moment  only  was  there  hesita- 
tion in  the  attack ;  when,  after  an 


*  So  MjB  6«n.  ^nighman's  official  report  "Eeb.  2,1862.         "Feb.  4-5.  »F6b.  4. 
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hour's  mutual  cannonade,  a  24-pound 
ehot  from  the  fort  pierced  the  Essex 
at  an  unguarded  spot,  and,  tearing 
through  her  thick  oak  planking  as 
though  it  had  been  cheese,  penetrated 
her  starboard  boiler,  instantly  filling 
her  from  stem  to  stern  with  burning 
Bteato,  killing  both  her  pilots  at  their 
post  of  duty,  and  severely  scalding 
Capt.  W.  D.  Porter  and  nearly  40  of 
his  gunners  and  crew."  Thus  com- 
pletely disabled,  the  Essex  drifted 
out  of  the  action,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  Eebels,  who  for  a  moment 
thought  the  victory  their  own ;  but 
her  consorts  kept  on  firing  and  near- 
ing  for  twenty  minutes  more,  when 
they  were  within  600  yards  of  the 
Eebel  guns,  whereof  all  but  four  had 
by  this  time  been  silenced :  one  hav- 
ing burst,  disabling  every  man  who 
served  it,  while  the  vent  of  the  great 
10-inch  columbiad  had  been  closed, 
rendering  it  useless ;  while  our  fire  at 
diort  range  grew  hotter  and  hotter. 

Gen.  McClemand,  as  Com.  Foote 
had  apprehended,  had  not  yet  worked 


his  way  through  the  miry  woods  and 
over  the  difficult  trails  he  was  obliged 
to  traverse  in  order  to  reach  and 
occupy  the  main  road  from  Henry 
to  Donelson.  Had  he  been  directed 
to  start  at  6  instead  of  11  that 
morning,  he  would  probably  have 
intercepted  and  captured  Tilghman's 
entire  force.  As  it  was,  the  latter 
says  he  ordered  all  but  the  hundred 
or  so  inside  the  fort,  and  employed 
in  working  its  guns,  to  take  the  road 
to  Donelson,  under  CoL  Heiman,  his 
second  in  command ;  and  that  order 
was  obeyed  with  great  promptness 
and  celerity.  Tilghman  remained 
himself  with  the  handftil  in  the  fort ; 
and,  at  1:45  p.  m.,  seeing  further  de- 
fense alike  impotent  and  hopeless, 
and  being  urged  by  his  officers  to 
surrender,  he,  intending  to  n^otiate 
for  terms,  raised  a  flag  of  truce,  which, 
being  unperceived,  amid  the  dense 
smoke,  had  no  effect  on  the  fire  of  the 
fleet.  Five  minutes  letter,  by  the  advice 
of  his  officers,  he,  having  ceased  firing, 
lowered  his  flag,  thereby  surrender- 
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ing  at  dificretion.'^  Our  loss  in  this 
conflict,  in  addition  to  that  on  the 
Essex,  was  1  killed  and  9  wounded 
on  the  CSincinnati ;  none  on  our  other 
vessels.  Gen.  Tflghman  says  our 
'^total  casualties  were  reported  to  him 
at  73,  while  his  own  were  21.  Com. 
Foote  reports  his  captures  at  60  or 
70  men,  besides  the  General  and  his 
staff,  and  a  hospital-ship  containing 
60  invalids,  with  barracks,  tents,  &c., 
sufficient  for  15,000  men." 


FoBT  DoNBLsoN — two  milcs  below 
Pover,  where  the  Oumberland  makes 
a  short  bend  westward  from  its 
northerly  course — was  a  much  larger 
and  stronger  work  than  Fort  Henry, 
covering  a  level  plateau  of  nearly  a 
hundred  acres,  which  surmounts  the 
steep  blu£^  100  feet  high,  with  two 
strong  water  batteri^  on  the  bank 
at  its  base,  of  9  and  3  guns  respect- 
ively, <me  of  them  a  10-inch  colum- 
biad,  three  64-pounders,  and  the  rest 
82-pounders;  all  protected  by  very 
heavy  earthworks,  and  aU  bearing  on 
the  approach  up  the  river.  The  fort 
itself  had  but  8  heavy  guns  mounted 
in  addition  to  the  field  batteries  of 
its  garrison.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow  " 
had  been  in  command  there  '^  until 
the  arrival  *•  of  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd," 
when  the  number  of  its  defenders 
had  been  swelled  by  successive  re- 


enforcements  to  about  15,000  '•  men. 
Most  of  them  were  Tennesseans,  with 
about  2,000  Mississippisms,  1,200 
Virginians,  1,000  Kentuckians,  and 
a  thin  raiment  each  from  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  and  Texas.  The  fort  was 
commanded  by  two  or  three  points 
£Girther  inland,  within  cannon-shot; 
the  country  roUing  to  the  blufib  of 
the  Tennessee:  some  of  the  hills 
midway  having  an  elevation  of  about 
300  feet.  Deep  ravines,  with  steep, 
rocky  sides,  especially  near  the  bluffi 
of  the  Cumberland,  separated  these 
hills,  and,  with  the  tail,  dense,  prim- 
itive forests  generally  prevailing,  af- 
forded admirable  positions  for  defen- 
sive warfare.  A  heavy  and  difficult 
abatis  in  good  part  surrounded  the 
fortress  landward,  rendering  assault 
at  many  points  all  but  impracticable. 
Gen.  Grant,  bringing  Smith's 
division  across  the  Tennessee,  and 
sending  an  officer  down  that  river 
to  turn  back  all  vessels  ascending  it 
with  troops  or  supplies,  crossed  from 
Fort  Henry**  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Donelson,  gradually  extending 
his  lines"  so  as  to  invest  the  Bebel 
stronghold  nearly  from  river  to  river, 
by  a  line  some  three  miles  long,  and 
100  to  800  rods  distant  from  the 
Eebel  rifle-pits  and  batteries,  which 
formed  an  irregular  crescent,  encir- 
cling their  fort  at  a  distance  of  one 


'^  Gen.  Grant's  official  dispatdi  says:  "lo 
a  IttUe  orer  one  hour,  aU  the  batteries  were 
ailenoed."  Com.  Foote  says:  "The  Rebel  flag 
was  hauled  down  after  a  very  severe  and 
ciosdj  contested  actkm  of  one  hour  and  fifteen 
minntes.'^  Qen.  Tilghman  says  he  surrendered 
**  after  an  engagement  of  fcoo  hours  and  ten 
Bdnutes."  The  time  probably  seemed  longer 
on  that  side  than  on  ours. 

*  Tilghman  says  he  surrendered  66  beside 
his  staff (11),  and  16  on  the  hospital-boat;  and 
adds  that  his  escaping  force  was  overtaken, 
three  milea  from  Fort  Henry,  by  our 


cavalry,  who  were  easily  repulsed,  but  who 
picked  up  about  20  of  his  stragglers,  while 
several  of  his  field-guns  were  lost  on  the  way, 
owing  to  poor  teams  and  bad  roads. 

"  Of  Nashville,  Tennessee:    "  Since  Jan.  18. 

"  Feb.  13.  »  Of  Virginia. 

*  The  Richmond  Dispatch  has  a  letter  firom 
one  of  the  officers,  dated  Augusta,  Ghu,  Feb.  22, 
who  says:  "Our  troops  number  about  18,000." 
The  NaahviXU  Patriot^  of  about  Feb.  19,  gives 
a  list  of  the  regiments  present,  with  the  strength 
of  each,  which  foots  up  13,829,  and  is  evidently 
incomplete.  "  Feb.  12.         ^  Feb.  13. 
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or  two  mileB.  Skirmiahing  by  Bharp- 
ehooters  on  both  sides  was  maintain^ 
with  spirit  throughout  the  day,  main- 
ly from  behind  the  trees  of  the  great 
forest,  which  at  most  points  covered 
our  army  and  the  space  between  the 
hostil^  lines.  The  weather  was  thus 
far  like  a  clear,  bright,  Northern  Octo- 
ber, and  our  men  in  the  highest  spirits. 
Com.  Foote  now  arriv^"  with  his 
gunboats — ^four  iron-clad,  and  two 
wooden — and  it  was  determined  that 
he  should  attempt  to  silence  and 
carry  the  water  batteries.  He  did 
so  at  3  p.  M.  next  day,  steadily  ad- 
vancing with  his  iron-clads  to  within 
400  yards  of  the  Eebels'  great  guns ; 
when,  by  an  hour's  desperate  fight- 
ing, he  had  driven  most  of  the 
enemy's  gunners  from  their  batteries, 
and  seemed  on  the  point  of  complete 
success.  Just  here,  however,  the 
wh^el  of  his  flag-ship  St.  I^uis  and 
the  tiller  of  its  consort,  the  liouis- 
viUe,  were  shot  away,  rendering  both 
boats  unmanageable,  and  causing 
them  to  drift  helplessly  down  the 
river.  All  his  iron-dads  h^  endured 
serious  damage :  the  St.  Louis  hav- 
ing received  59  shots,  and  each  of  the 
others  about  half  so  many,  with  an 
aggregate  loss  of  54  killed  lind 
wounded.  Of  his  twelve  guns,  one 
had  burst,  while  the  enemy  had 
brought  over  20-^most  of  them  very 
heavy — ^to  Ijear  upon  him  from  Don- 
elson,  as  well  as  the  water  batteries, 
to  which  the  gunners  returned  on 
observing  his  predicament,  and  again 
poured  in  their  hottest  fire.  Com. 
Foote,  perceiving  victory  hopeless, 
gave  up  the  contest,  and  retired 
with  his  boats  down  the  river,  badly 
crippled. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  to  compt^e 
the  investment  of  the  fort,  at  least  on 
that  side,  while  he  fortiiied  his  weak 
points,  and  awaited  the  return  of 
the  gunboats  in  fighting  condition. 
Floyd,  however,  not  concurring  in 
that  view  of  the  matter,  decided  to 
assume  at  once  a  vigorous  offenbive, 
while  his  men  were  elated  with  their 
defeat  of  the  gtmboats.  Massing*^ 
heavily  on  his  extreme  left,  com- 
manded by  Pillow,  and  ordering 
Buckner,**  in  the  center,  to  attack 
likewise,  he  made  a  desperate  efibrt 
to  beat  back  our  investing  and  aug- 
menting forces,  and  open  for  his  army 
a  line  of  retreat  up  river  toward 
Nashville.  The  attack  of  Pillow  on 
our  right,  held  by  Glen.  McClemand, 
was  impetuous,  daring,  and  persist- 
ent. -Aiter  two  hours'  desperate 
fighting,  McClemand  was  worsted 
and  fell  back  on  our  center,  sending 
urgently  for  reenforcements,  but  still 
contesting  every  inch  of  ground. 
Two  or  three  of  his  regiments  were 
badly  broken,  and  several  more  re- 
ported out  of  ammunition;  which 
should  not  have  been,  since  it  was 
not  yet  noon.  Our  men,  however, 
had  the  bad  habit  generally  of  using 
ammunition  wastefully,  loading  and 
firing  as  fast  as  possible,  even  when 
there  was  not  one  chance  in  a  thou- 
sand of  hitting  an  enemy.  The 
Bebels  usually  economized  their  car- 
tridges, firing  only  when  they  could 
do  so  with  effect. 

Pillow,  still  successftd  and  slowly 
advancing,  about  noon  joined  hands 
with  Budkner  in  the  center,  and  took 
command  of  their  united  forces,  when 
a  charge  was  made  by  Forrest's  cav- 
alry on  our  infantry  supporting  a 


"Ereningofthe  13th. 

*  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  tho  lith. 


*Qen.  Simon  B.  Buokner,  of  Kentudcj;  for- 
mer]/ ocMnmander  of  her  State  Chiard. 
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battery  of  six  pieces,  wliich  was 
taken.** 

G^en.  Grant — not  expecting  this 
Btriking  proof  of  Eebel  vitality — was 
some  miles  distant  on  a  gunboat,  con- 
tdrrihg  with  Oom.  Foote,  when  Mc- 
Clernand's  cry  for  assistance  reached 
headquarters.  Gen.  Lew.  Wallace, 
commanding  our  center,  ordered  Col. 
Craft,  with  his  first  brigade,  to  the 
rescue.  Cruft,  misdirected  by  his 
guide,  took  a  wrong  road ;  but  it  led 
him  nevertheless  into  the  fight,  and 
served  to  draw  off  some  Rebel  atten- 
tion firom  McClefnand's  overmatched 
column.  Meantime,  Col.  Thayer," 
commaBding  his  Sd  brigade,  was  or- 
dered by  Wallace  to  the  further  sup- 
port of  McClemand;  and  his  fresh 
troops,  admirably  handled,  uniting 
with  Craft's,  succeeded  in  stopping 
and  taming  back  the  Bebel  advance. 

Gen.  Grant  readied  the  scene  of 
conflict  about  3  p.  h.,  and,  after  a 
survey  of  the  ground,  ordered  a  gen- 
eardl  advance;  Gen.  Lew.  Wallace 
leading  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
left,  while  Gen.  C.  F.  Smith,  on  our 
left;,  should  charge  his  right.  This 
combined  effort  proved  entirely  suc- 
cessftiL  Wallace  recovered  all  the 
ground  lost  during  the  day,  resting 
at  5  p.  M.  within  150  yards  of  the 
intrenchments  whence  Buckner  had 
sallied,  only  to  return  baffled  at 
night;  while  Gen.  Smith's  charge 
on  our  left,  magnificently  led  by  him 
against  breastworks  whereof  the  de- 
fense had  doubtless  been  weakened 
to  strengthen  Pillow's  effort,  suc- 
ceeded with  little  loss.    The  2d  Iowa 


went  into  them  on  a  run,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  7th  and  14th,  with  the 
25th  Indiana,  cutting  down  or  chas- 
ing off  their  defenders;  and  the  po- 
sition thus  gained  was  soon  made 
secure  against  any  effort  to  retake  it. 
So  closed  the  work  of  that  bloody 
day. 

Since  the  siege  began,  the  weather 
had  suddenly  changed  to  cold,  with 
a  light  snow,  followed  by  a  piercmg 
N.  W.  wind,  rendering  the  sufferings 
on  either  side  fearftd  and  almost  uni- 
versal. Our  men  were  without  tents, 
and  at  many  points  without  fires; 
while  the  Eebels,  worse  clad  and  lit- 
tle better  sheltered,  shivered  in  their 
fireless  trenches  through  weary  day 
and  sleepless  night.  Hundreds  on 
either  side  were  frost-bitten ;  and  it 
is  said  that  quite  a  number  of  the 
wounded,  left  xmcared  for  by  the 
shifting  tide  of  battle,  were  actually 
frozen  to  death. 

The  night  following  the  conflict 
just  described'  was  one  of  anxiety 
and  trouble  on  the  part  of  the  Beb- 
els.  Gen.  Grant's  force  had  been  in- 
creased by  the  arrival  of  transport 
aft;er  transport,  until  it  must  have 
amounted  to  30,000,  if  not  nearer 
40,000  men,  and  was  magnifled  by 
their  apprehensions  to  50,000."  The 
effort  to  cut  their  way  out  through 
our  right  had  been  gallantly  made, 
and  had  signally  failed.  Their  out- 
numbered, roughly  handled  force, 
had  endured  84  hours  of  alternate 
fighting  and  watching,  wiiile  suffei^ 
ing  all  the  hardships  of  a  Winter 
campaign,  and  were  so  outworn  as  to 


*CoI.  Hanson,  2d  Kentucky,  and  Col.  Cook, 
33d  Tennessee,  as  well  as  M^j.  Brown,  20th 
ICasissippi,  offidallj  report  that,  after  Bndmer's 
defeat  of  MoClemand,  on  the  morning  of  the 
16th,  there  was  no  obstade  to  tiie  escape  of 
their  entire  force  southward  or  up  the  Oomber- 
TOL. 


land.  CoL  Hanson  says  the  way  of  escape  re- 
mained open  till  they  were  ordered  back  to  the 
trenches,  late  in  the  afternoon. 

^  John  M.,  1st  Nebraska. 

*  "  Eighty-three  regiments,"  says  one  of  their 
reports. 
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fietll  adeep  standing  in  line  of  battle, 
when  actually  nnder  fire.  The  posi- 
tion gained  by  Smith  would  enable 
him  to  take  other  of  their  intrench- 
ments  in  reverse,  or  to  advance  under 
cover  of  a  ridge  directly  upon  their 
most  important  battery  and  field- 
work  Buckner  declared  that  his 
post  would  certainly  be  attacked  in 
the  morning,  and  that  he  could  not 
hold  it  half  an  hour ;  he  thought  they 
might  yet  fight  their  way  out,  with  a 
loss  of  three-fourths  of  their  number, 
but  did  not  deem  it  right  to  sacrifice 
so  large  a  proportion.  These  repre- 
sentations being  undisputed,  a  sur- 
render became  inevitable.  Yet  Floyd, 
the  sunset  of  whose  career  as  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  not  appeared  bril- 
liant at  the  North,  at  once  protested 
that  A^  would  never  surrender.  Buck- 
ner— ^who,  for  obvious  reasons,  was 
scarcely  more  popular  with  Kentucky 
Unionists  than  was  Floyd  with  those 
of  the  Free  States — ^presented  no  such 
obstacle.  Floyd,  therefore,  turned  the 
oommand  over  to  Pillow,  who  passed 
it  to  Buckner,  whose  late  superiors 
now  devoted  their  attention  to  the 
means  of  escape.  Two  Bebel  steam- 
boats having  arrived  a  little  before 
daylight  jfrom  above,Floyd  filled  them 
Krith  his  soldiers,  especially  those  of 
his  own  brigade,  and,  a  little  before 
sunrise,  cast  off  and  steamed  up  the 
river,  leaving  the  residue  to  their  fate." 
OoL  Forrest,  with  some  800  cavalry, 
escaped  by  the  road  up  theinmiediate 
bank  of  tke  river,  which  was  partly 
overflowed,  and  therefore  deemed 
impracticable  for  infimtry,  but  which 
Forrest's  troopers  appear  to  have  tra- 
versed without  diflBculty  or  loss. 


During  the  night,  a  n^ro  had  es- 
caped firom  the  Bebel  lines,  and  given 
our  leaders  their  first  clear  informa- 
tion of  the  straits  of  the  ^lemy.  Gen. 
Grant  was  therefore  not  surprised  at 
receiving,  about  daylight,  the  f(dlow- 
ing  overture : 

^*  HBADQTJiJBTBBB  FoBT  D0NXL8ON, 

"  Feb.  16,  1862. 
"Sib:  In  consideration  of  all  the  dronm- 
stances  governing  the  present  situation  of 
affairs  at  this  station,  I  propose  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Federal  forces  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  agree  upon 
terms  of  capitulation  of  the  forces  «t  this 
post  nnder  my  command.  In  that  Tiew,  I 
suggest  an  armistice  until  12  oVlock  to-daj. 
**  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  S.  B.  Buoxnbr, 

"Brig.-Gen.  0.  8.  Army. 
"To  Brig.-G^en.  U.  8.  Grant,  commanding 
U.  8.  forces  near  Fort  Donelson." 

The  reply  was  hardly  so  diplo- 
matic, but  quite  lucid — as  follows : 

"  HbADQUABTEBS    on    THB    FiSLD, 

"FoBT  DoNELSON,  Feb.  16, 1863. 
"To  Gen.  8.  B.  Buokneb: 

"  8iB :  Yours  of  this  date,  proposing  an 
armistice  and  the  appointment  or  commis- 
sioners to  settle  on  the  terms  of  ci^itula- 
tion,  is  just  received. 

"  No  terms,  expept  unconditional  and  im- 
mediate surrender,  can  be  accepted. 

"  I  propose  to  move  immediately  on  your 
works. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  U.  8.  Gbant, 

"  Brig.-General  Oommanding.^ 

G^n.  Buckner's  response  closed  the 
correspondence  thus : 

"  Hbadquabtbrs  DbvER  (Tbhh.X 
"Feb.  16,  1862. 
"  Brig.-Gen.  U.  8.  Grant,  U.  8.  Army : 

"Sib:  The  distribution  of  the  forces  nn- 
der my  command  incident  to  an  unexpected 
change  of  commanders,  and  the  overwhelm- 
ing force  under  your  command,  compel  me, 
notwithstanding  the  brilliant  success  of  the 
Oonfederate  arms,  to  accept  the  ungenerous 
and  unchivalrous  terms  which  you  propoae. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  servant, 

"8.  B.  BUOKHBE, 

"Brig.-General  C.  8.  Army." 


*  ICij.  W.1C.  Brown,  aotii  Miss.,  in  his  official 
npoii,  says  one  of  the  boats  did  not  appeiff  to 
h«?e  over  60  men  on  board,  and  that  Floyd  took 


away  about  1,500;  but  this  is  probably  an  ud- 
der-estimate.  As  all  would  naturally  wish  to  go^ 
it  is  probable  that  aU  went  who  could. 
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The  Bebel  loss  by  this  conflict  and 
Capitulation  mnst  have  been  folly 
10,000  men,  indnding  2,000  killed 
and  wounded,**  to  say  nothing  of 
arms  and  mimitions.  Onr  loss  in 
killed  and  wonnded  was  probably 
thelaiger.*^ 

The  blow  so  well  struck  at  Donel- 
son  was  swiftly  followed  by  important 
successes  throughout  Kentucky  and 
iu  Tennessee. 

Qen.  Don  Carlos  Buell  kad,  at  the 
then  recent  partition  of  departments, 
been  assigned"  to  that  of  the  Ohio, 
indnding,  besides  three  Free  States, 
Tennessee,  and  all  of  Kentucky  east 
of  the  Cumberland,  with  his  head- 
quarters at  Louisville ;  where  he  still 
remained  when  his  advance,  consist- 
ing of  some  16,000  men,  led  by  Gen. 
0.  M.  Mitchel,  moved,"  simulta- 
neously with  Glen.  Grant's  demon- 
stration on  Donelilpn,  upon  Bowling 
Green,  the  Bebel  stronghold  in  Ken- 
tucky, where  Qten.  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston  had  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand, while  Qen.  Beauregard  had 
been  sent  him  from  the  east  as  a  re- 
enforcement.  But  Johnston's  force, 
enormously  and  purposely  magnified 


by  current  report,  had  never  amounted 
to  25,000  effectives,  and  had  ere  this 
in  good  part  been  sent  to  the  defense 
of  Donelson,  until  it  had  been  re- 
duced to  about  7,000  or  8,000  mesa. 
As  Mitchel  advanced  across  Green 
river  firom  his  camp  at  Bacon  creek, 
Johnston  conmienced  his  retreat  on 
Kashville ;  so  that,  when  Mitchel  had 
reached  "  the  north  bank  of  Barren 
river,  and  looked  across  into  Bowl- 
ing Green,  sending  over  Col.  Tur- 
chin's  brigade  during  the  night,  at  a 
ferry  a  mile  and  a  half  below,  he 
found  the  railroad  d6p6t  on  fire,  with 
7  locomotives,  and  a  large  amount  of 
com  and  other  provisions,  with  the 
bridges  of  course  destroyed,  and  the 
last  of  the  Bebel  army,  consisting  of 
Texas  Bangers,  just  moving  off  on 
a  railroad  train,  which  had  been  re- 
tained for  the  purpose.  The  river, 
beiog  wide  and  at  a  high  stage, 
could  not  here  be  crossed  till  next 
day  ;  so  that  Mitchel's  forced  march 
of  42  miles  in  37  hours,  clearing  his 
road  of  trees  which  had  been  felled 
across  it,  was  rewarded  by  veiy 
moderate  captures,  including  a  brass 
6-pounder,  and  some  $5,000  worth 
of  commissary  stores ;   but  it  was 


*  Gen.  Pillow,  in  his  supplemental  report, 
njs: 

"We  sent  up  firom  Dover,  1,134  wounded.  A 
Federal  surgeon's  oertiflcate,  which  I  have  seen, 
laTS  that  theire  were  about  400  Confederate  pris- 
oners wounded  in  hospital  at  Paducah,  making 
1,534  wounded.  I  was  satisfied  the  killed  would 
faierease  the  number  to  2,000." 

PoUard  givee  what  he  terms  a  correct  list,  hy 
regiments,  of  the  Confederate  prisoners  taken  at 
Vort  Donelson,  footing  up  6,079;  but  he  evi- 
dently does  not  indude  in  this  total  the  wound- 
ed, of  whom  many  must  have  been  left  on  the 
field  or  in  the  hospital  at  the  fort,  as  he  says: 
"The  village  of  Dover,  which  was  withm  our 
fines,  contained  in  every  room  in  every  house 
ifek,  wounded,  or  dead  men.  Bloody  rags  were 
mmy  wbeie,  and  a  door  coold  not  be  opened 
witboat  bearing  groans."   And  in  his  list  of  regi- 


ments we  do  not  find  the  20Ui  Mississippi,  whose 
commander,  Mai.  ^-  ^  Brown,  officially  reports 
that  he  surrendered  454;  nor  the  32d  Tennes- 
see, CoL  Cook,  who  reports  that  he  surrendered 
538. 

Gen.  Grant's  report  makes  his  captores  12,000 
to  15,000  prisoners,  at  least  40  pieces  of  artfl- 
leiy,  and  a  large  amount  of  stores,  horses,  mula% 
and  other  public  property. 

"  Gen.  Grant)  speakhig  of  the  battle  of  the 
16th,  says:  "Our  loss  can  not  fall  flur  short  of 
1,200  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,*'  including 
250  taken  prisoners.  The  reports  of  CoL  Oruft, 
Geo,  W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  and  CoL  Lauman,  show 
an  aggregate  loss  of  1,306  in  their  three  brV 
gadee,  clearly  indicating  that  Gen.  Grant  nndei^ 
estimated  his  casualties. 

"Nov.  9, 1861.    »J^b.ll.  1862.    "IW).  M, 
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oompnted  tliat  the  Eebds  had  been 
compelled  to  destroy  not  less  than 
half  a  nullion  dollars'  worth  of 
munitions,  including  many  arms. 
Large  quantities  of  provisions  and 
other  stores,  industriously  collected 
throughout  the  preceding  Fall  and 
Winter,  had  been  removed  to  Nash- 
ville during  the  last  three  or  four 
days. 

Nashville  had  been  electrified, 
during  the  15th  (Saturday),  with  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  from  Dover, 
announcing  a  Eebel  victory ;  some- 
what tempered  by  reports  from 
Bowling  Green  that  Johnston  would 
be  obliged  to  evacuate  that  post. 
Next  morning,  however,  came  news 
<rf  the  capture  of  Donelson,  jvith  most 
of  its  defenders;  and  along  with 
it  a  first  installment  of  Johnston's 
army  retreating  •  from  dismantled 
Bowling  Green.  The  general  aston- 
ishment was  only  equaled  by  the 
general  consternation.  Churches  were 
closed,  or  failed  to  open ;  there  were 
hurried  consultations  and  whispered 
adieus  in  every  quarter,  whence  bank 
directors  rushed  to  impel  specie  and 
other  valuables  toward  the  cars, 
soon  to  bear  them  to  Chattanooga, 
to  Columbia,  and  -other  points  of 
comparative  safety.    Gov.  Harris  and 


his  Legislature,  with  the  State  a^ 
chives  and  treasure,  betook  them- 
selves swiftly  to  Memphis;  while 
Confederate  oflScers  devoted  their 
attention  to  moving  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, the  vast  stores  of  provisions 
and  munitions  here  accumulated. 
Two  fine  gunboats,  being  built  at  the 
river-side,  were  prepared  for  instant 
conflagration;  and  the  magnificent 
and  costly  railroad  and  wire  suspenr 
sion-bridges  over  the  Cumberland 
were  likewise  made  ready  for  speedy 
destruction — a  fate  which  overtook 
them  two  or  three  days  later.  A 
fortification  had  in  the  mean  time 
been  commenced  on  the  Cumberland, 
four  miles  below  the  city,  calculated 
to  dispute  and  prevent  the  passage 
of  our  gunboats ;  but  this  was  soon 
abandoned  upon  information  that 
Gen.  Johnston  had  decided  not  to 
fight  for  Nashville,  but  to  continue 
his  retreat ;  which  he  did,  unassailed, 
to  Corinth,  Miss.,  south  of  the  Ten- 
nessee river,  and  nearly  300  miles 
from  Bowling  Green.  Six  weeks 
were  consumed  in  that  retreat ;  which, 
witli  a  green  and  undisciplined  army, 
was  probably  quite  as  disastrous  as  a 
battle." 

Directly  after  the  capture  of  Fort 
Henry,  Commander  Phelps,  with  the 


"  "  An  Impressed  New-Yorker,"  in  his  narra- 
tiye  of  personal  adventures,  entitled  "  Thirteen 
Months  in  the  Rebel  Army,"  sajs : 

"The  army  was  not  far  fh)m  60,000  strong, 
after  Gen.  George  B.  Crittenden's  forces  were 
added  to  it  at  Murfreesboro'.  The  season  of 
the  year  was  the  worst  possible  in  that  latitude. 
Bain  fell — sometimes  sleet — ^four  days  out  of 
the  seven.  The  roads  were  bad  enough  at 
best ;  but,  under  such  a  tramping  of  horses  and 
catting  of  wheels  as  the  march  produced,  soon 
became  horrible.  About  100  regiments  were 
nnmbered  in  the  army.  The  full  complement 
of  wagons  to  each  regiment  (24),  would  give 
above  2,000  wagons.  Imagine  such  a  train  of 
heavily  loaded  wagons  passing  along  a  single 
mnd  road,  accompanied  by  55,000  ii^^try  and 


5,000  horsemen,  in  the  midst  of  rain  and  sleet, 
day  after  day,  camping  at  night  in  wet  fields,  or 
dripping  woods,  without  sufficient  food  adapted 
to  their  wants,  and  often  without  any  tents ;  the 
men  lying  down  in  their  wet  clothes,  and  rising 
chilled  through  and  through.  And  let  this  con- 
tinue for  six  weeks  of  incessant  retreat,  and 
you  get  a  feeble  glimpse  of  what  we  endured. 
The  army  suffered  great  loss  from  sickness,  and 
some  from  desertion;  some  regiments  leaving 
Bowling  Green  with  six  or  seven  hundred  men, 
and  rei^hing  Corinth  with  but  half  of  this  num- 
ber. The  towns  through  which  we  passed  were 
left  fUU  of  sick  men;  and  many  were  sent  off 
to  hospitals  at  some  distance  flrom  our  route." 

Pollard  makes  Johnston^s  army  at  Murfives- 
boro*  but  17,000. 
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wooden  gnnboats  Oonestoga,  Tyler, 
and  Lexington,  steamed  np  the  Ten- 
neeeee  to  Florence,  Ala.,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Mnsde  Shoals,  where  he  cap- 
tured two  steamboats,  and  constrained 
the  Kebels  to  bnm  six  others ;  he  hav- 
ing bnmt  the  railroad  bridge  near 
Benton  on  the  way.  The  wholly  nn- 
expected  appearance  of  the  National 
flag  in  North  Alabama,  where  slaves 
were  comparatively  few,  and  at  least 
three-fonrths  of  the  people  had  stuli- 
bomly  opposed  Secession,  was  a  wel- 
come spectacle  to  thousands,  and  was 
greeted  with  enthusiastic  demonstra- 
ti<HiB  of  loyalty. 

C!oin.  Foote,  with  the  gunboats 
Oonestoga  and  Cairo,  moved  up"  the 
Cumberland  from  Donelson,  three 
days  after  its  surrender.  At  Clarks- 
ville,  he  found  the  railroad  bridge 
destroyed;  while  the  wealthier  citi- 
zens had  generally  fled,  and  he  en- 
countered no  resistance.  As  it  would 
have  been  absurd  to  attack  a  city 
like  ^Nashville  with  such  a  force,  he 
now  returned  to  Cairo  for  addi- 
tional boats ;  while  Gen.  Smith,  with 
the  advance  of  our  victorious  army, 
marclied  up  to  Clarksville;  whence 
lieut.  Bryant,  of  the  Cairo,  followed 
by  7  transports,  conveying  the  brigade 
of  Gen.  Nelson,  moved  up  the  river 
to  Nashville,  where  they  arrived  on 


the  24th,  but  found  no  enemy  pre- 
pared to  resist  them.  In  fact,  the 
city  had  virtually  surrendered  al- 
ready to  the  4th  Ohio  cavalry.  Col. 
John  Kennett,  being  the  advance  . 
of  Buell's  army.  CoL  Kennett  had 
reached  Edgefield  Jimction,  8  or  10 
miles  from  Nashville,  and  thence  sent 
forward  a  detachment,  under  Maj. 
H.  C.  Rodgers,  who  occupied  with- 
out resistance  the  village  of  Edgefield, 
opposite  Nashville,  on  the  Cumber- 
land, and  communicated  with  Mayor 
Cheatham,  who  surrendered  the  city 
to  Col.  Kennett  on  his  arrival,  which 
was  before  that  of  G^n.  Nelson's  com- 
mand. A  small  squad  of  the  4th 
Ohio  crossed  over  into  the  city  and 
returned,  their  orders  not  contem- 
plating its  occupation ;  but  the  bat- 
tery of  the  regiment  had  been  planted 
where  it  commanded  the  heart  of  the 
city,  and  a  reasonable  fear  of  sheUs^ 
impelled  Mayor  Cheatham  to  proffer 
and  hasten  a  surrender,  by  which  he 
agreed  to  protect  and  preserve  the 
public  property  in  Nashville  until  it 
could  be  regularly  turned  over  to  ihe 
use  of  the  United  States. 

But,  in  fact,  the  spoOs  of  victory 
had  already  been  clutched  by  the 
Nashville  mob;  so  that,  while  the 
Eebel  loss  was  enormous,"  the  posi- 
tive Union  gain  was  inconsiderable. 


»  Feb.  19. 

•*  PoUard  sajra : 

*'Gtoii.  Johnston  had  moved  the  mam  body 
of  his  command  to  Morfreesboro' — a  rear-g^uard 
being  left  in  Naahville  under  Gen.  Flo^,  who 
had  arriyed  frcxn  Donelson,  to  secure  the  stores 
and  provisions.  In  the  first  wild  excitement  of 
the  panic,  the  store-bouses  had  been  thrown  open 
to  the  poor.  They  were  besieged  by  a  mob  rav- 
enoos  for  spoOs,  and  who  had  to  be  dispersed 
from  the  commissariat  by  jets  of  water  from  a 
steam  fire-engine.  Women  and  children,  even, 
were  seen  scuddmg  through  the  streets  under 
loads  of  greasy  pork,  whicSi  they  had  taken  as 
nrises  from  the  store-houses.  It  is  believed  that 
mmdreds  of  families,  among  the  lower  orders  of 
he  population,  secured  and  secreted  Govern- 


ment stores  enough  to  open  respectable  groce- 
ries. It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that 
Gien.  Floyd  could  restore  order  and  ^et  his  mar- 
tial law  into  any  thing  like  an  efibctive  system. 
Blacks  and  Whites  had  to  be  chased  and  cap- 
tured and  forced  to  help  the  movement  of  Gov- 
ernment stores.  One  man,  who,  after  a  long 
chase,  was  captured,  off*ered  fight,  and  was  in 
consequence  shot  and  badly  wounded.  Not  less 
than  one  million  of  dollars  in  stores  was  lost 
through  the  acts  of  the  cowardly  and  ravenous 
mob  of  Nashville.  Gen.  Moyd  and  OoL  Forrest 
exhibited  extraordinary  energy  and  efficiency  in 
getting  off"  Government  stores.  CoL  Forrest  re- 
mained in  the  city  about  24  hours,  with  only  40 
men,  after  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Edge- 
field." 
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QeiL  Boell  Boon  afterward  reached 
Naahville,  and  eBtablislied  there  his 
headquarters,  while  his  army  was 
qoartered  around  the  city.  CoL 
Stanley  Matthews,  Slst  Ohio,  was 
appointed  ProYost-Marshal,  and  soon 
restored  the  city  to  order;  discover- 
ing and  reclaiming  a  considerable 
amount  of  Bebel  stores  which  had 
been  appropriated  to  private  use. 
The  bridges  and  roads  northward 
were  speedily  repaired,  and  railroad 
connection  with  LouisviUe  reopened. 
The  wealthier  classes'  had  in  great 
part  left,  or  remained  sullenly  dis. 
loyal ;  but  among  the  mechanics  and 
laboring  poor  a  good  degree  of  Union 
feeling  was  soon  developed. 


By  the  Union  successes  recorded 
in  this  chapter,  the  Bebel  stronghold 
at  Columbus,  Ky.,  commanding  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  had 
been  rendered  untenable.  It  was 
held  by  Maj.-Gen.  Polk,  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  Louisiana,  who  had  ex- 
pend^ a  vast  amount  of  labor  in 
strengthening  its  defenses,  while  the 
adjacent  country  had  been  nearly  di- 
vested of  food  and  forage  to  replenish 
its  stores.  Its  garrison  had  been  re- 
ported at  20,000  men ;  but  had  been 
reduced  by  successive  detachments  to 
8,000  or  3,000.  Com.  Foote,  on  re- 
turning ^m  Clarksville  to  Cairo, 
speedily  collected  a  flotilla  of  six 
gunboats,  apparently  for  service  at 
Nashville ;  but,  when  all  was  ready, 
dropped  down  the  Mississippi,  fol- 
lowed by  three  transports,  conveying 
some  2,000  or  3,000  soldiers,  under 
Gten.  W.  T.  Sherman,  while  a  sup- 
porting force  moved  overland  from 
Paducah.**  Arriving  opposite  Co- 
lumbus, he  learned  that  Uie  last  of 


the  Bebels  had  left  Bome  hours  be- 
fore, after  burning  18,000  bushels  of 
com,  5,000  ton^  of  hay,  their  cavalry 
stables,  and  much  other  property; 
while  many  of  their  heavy  guns, 
which  they  were  unable  to  take 
away,  had  been  rolled  off  the  blufl^ 
here  150  feet  high,  into  the  river. 
The  2d  Illinois  cavalry.  Col.  Hogg, 
from  Paducah,  had  entered  and 
taken  possession  the  evening  before. 
A  massive  chain,  intended  to  bar  the 
descent  of  the  Mississippi,  had  here 
been  stretched  across  the  great  river, 
but  to  no  purpose ;  the  Missouri  end 
being  loose,  and  buried  in  the  mud 
of  the  river-bed. 

Island  No.  10  lies  in  a  sharp  bend 
in  the  Mississippi,  45  miles  below 
Columbus,  and  a  few  miles  above 
Kew  Madrid  on  the  Missouri  bank 
This  island  had  been  strongly  for- 
tified, its  works  well  supplied  with 
powerfril  guns  and  ammunition, 
under  the  direction  of  Gren.  Beau- 
regard, so  that  it  was  confidently 
counted  on  to  stop  the  progress  of 
the  Union  armies  down  the  river. 
Gen.  Pope  with  a  land  force  of  nearly 
40,000  men,  had  previously  marched 
down  the  Missouri  shore  of  the  river, 
reaching  and  investing  New  Madrid, 
March  3.  Finding  it  defended  by 
stout  earthworks,  mounting  20  heavy 
guns,  with  six  strongly  armed  gun- 
boats anchored  along  the  shore  to  aid 
in  holding  it,  he  sent  back  to  Cairo 
for  sij^ge-^uns ;  while  he  intrenched 
three  regiments  and  a  battery  under 
Col.  Plummer,  11th  Missouri,  at 
Point  Pleasant,  ten  miles  below,  so 
as  to  command  the  passage  of  the 
river  directly  in  the  rear  of  No.  10. 
The  Bebel  gunboats  attempted  to 
dislodge  Col.  Plummer,  but  without 


"March  4. 
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0000688.  Pope's  fii^e-gims  arrived 
at  Bimset  on  the  12th,  and,  before 
mining,  had  been  planted  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  main 
woark,  so  as  to  open  fire  at  daylight, 
jiBt  34  hours  after  their  embarkation 
at  Cairo.  The  Eebd  garrison  had 
meantime  been  swelled  to  9,000  in- 
fiuitry,  nnder  Maj.-Gkn.  McCown, 
and  nine  gunboats  directed  by  Oom. 
TTollinR^  on  which  onr  fire  was  mainly 
concentrated.  A  heavy  cannonade 
&om  both  sides  was  kept  up  throngh- 
oot  the  day,  with  litde  damage  to 
the  TTniomsts,  who,  driving  in  the 
Bebel  pickets,  steadily  pushed  for- 
ward their  trenches. 

A  violent  thunder-storm  raged 
Ihrongh  most  of  the  following  night; 
and  at  daylight  it  was  discovered 
tiiat  the  Rebels  had  left,  taking 
very  little  with  them.  Thirty-three 
cannon,  several  thousand  small  arms, 
with  ammunition,  tentd,  cartridges, 
wagons,  &c.,  were  abandoned  by  the 
fogitivee,  with  scarcely  an  attempt 
e?en  to  destroy  them.  Our  loss 
during  the  siege  was  barely  51  killed 
and  wounded. 

Genu  Foote,  with  his  gunboats,  had 
moved  down  from  Columbus  early 
in  March,  opening  on  the  Eebel 
WixrkB  at  No.  10  on  the  15th.  Two 
days  later,  a  general  attack  was  made, 
with  five  gunboats  and  four  mortar^ 
boats;  bnt,  though  maintained  for 
nine  hours,  it  did  very  little  damage. 
Beanr^ard  tel^raphed  to  Eich- 
mond"*  that  oxir  vessels  hadgthrown 
8,000  shells,  expended  50  tons  of 
powder,  and  had  killed  but  one  of 
his  men,  without  damaging  his  bat- 
tmee.  He  soon  left  for  Corinth,** 
ceding  the  command  at  Ko.  10  to 
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Brig.-Gbn.  Makall,  who  assumed  it 
in  a  bombastic  proclamation.  Mean- 
time, Gen.  Pope's  engineers  were 
quietly  engaged  in  cutting  a  canal, 
12  miles  long,  across  the  Missouri 
peninsula,  opposite  No.  10,  through 
which  steamboats  and  barges  were 
safely  transferred  to  the  river  below 
the  Eebel  stronghold ;  while  two  of 
our  heavier  gunboats  succeeded  in 
passing  the  island  *^  in  a  heavy  tog. 
Gen.  Pope,  thus  relieved  from  all 
peril  from  the  Bebel  flotilla,  pushed 
a  division  **  across  the  river  toward 
the  rear  of  the  remaining  Bebel 
stronghold,  and  was  preparing  to 
follow  with  the  rest  of  his  army, 
when  the  Bebels  under  McCown, 
sinking  their  gunboat  Grampus,  and 
six  transports,  abandoned  Ko.  10  to 
its  fate,  and  escaped  eastward,  leav- 
ing Makall  to  be  driven  back  upon 
the  swamps,  and  forced  to  surrender 
some  thousands  of  men,  several  gun- 


'AprilL 
'Aprils. 


*'  The  Oarondelety  April  4^  and  the  FlUBbaifl^ 
April  6.  *»  April  7. 
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boats,  and  more  than  a  hundred 
cannon." 

Com.  Foote,  having  refitted,  moved 
down"  the  river  in  order  of  battle, 
•followed  by  transports  conveying 
part  of  Gen.  Pope's  army ;  finding 
his  way  first  impeded  at  Fort  Pillow, 
or  Wright,  situated  on  the  first 
Chickasaw  Blnffe,  near  the  Islands 
Kos.  33  and  34,  about  70  miles  above 
Memphis.  T<anding  his  mortars  on 
the  Arkansas  bank,  he  conmienced  ** 
a  bombardment  of  the  fort  at  a  dis- 
tance of  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and 
was  replied  to  with  energy  and  ac- 
curacy. The  high  stage  of  the  river 
prevented  cooperation  by  our  army ; 
so  the  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
two  weeks  with  spirit  on  both  sides, 
but  with  little  effect. 

A  powerful  ram  having  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Rebels  firom  below,  they 
resolved  to  test  its  efficiency ;  and 
accordingly  made  an  attack  on  our 
fleet,"  the  ram  leading,  backed  by 
three  gunboats,  and  making  a  rush 
at  the  Cincinnati,  whose  rapid  broad- 
sides at  short  range  made  no  impres- 
sion on  her  assailant's  iron  mail. 
The  boats  collided  with  a  fearful 
crash,  instantly  followed  by  a  broad- 
side from  the  Cincinnati  and  a  vol- 
ley of  musketry ;  directly  after  which, 
Conunander  Stembel  fired  his  pistol 
at  the  head  of  the  Confederate  pilot, 
killing  him  instantly.  The  pilot's 
mate  thereupon  shot  the  Commander 
through  his  shoulder  and  neck,  dis- 
abling but  not  killing  him.  The 
Cincinnati,  though  crippled  and  sink- 
ing, was  able  to  withdraw  from  the 


fight,  and  was  run  upon  a  shoal, 
where  she  sank ;  while  the  Mallory, 
which  had  attempted  to  crush  her, 
was  herself  caught  by  the  8t.  Louis, 
cut  into  and  sunk,  most  of  her  crew 
going  down  with  her.  One  of  the 
Confederate  gunboats  had  ere  this 
been  burnt ;  another  had  her  boiW 
exploded  by  a  shot;  while  the  rest 
were  so  crippled  as  to  render  them 
nearly  ineffective ;  so  they  gave  up 
the  fight  and  drifted  down  the  river, 
under  cover  of  the  smoke,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  their  batteries.  The  Cin- 
cinnati was  our  only  vessel  that  had 
suffered,  and  she  had  but  4  wounded. 
A  month  later,*'  Fort  Pillow  was 
evacuated,  as  was  Fort  Randolph, 
twelve  miles  below.  Some  damaged 
guns  were  left  in  them,  but  nothing 
of  much  value.  Com.  Davis  dropped 
down  next  day  to  within  gun-shot  of 
Memphis,  where  he  came  to  anchor; 
and  next  morning,  with  five  gunboats 
and  four  rams,  slowly  approached 
the  city.  Soon,  a  Rebel  fleet  of  eight 
gunboats  was  seen  approaching  m 
order  of  battle,  opening  fire  when 
within  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  The 
Union  ram,  Queen  of  the  West,  soon 
struck  the  Rebel  gunboat,  Gten. 
Price,  crusliing  in  her  wheel-house, 
and  causing  her  to  leak  so  badly 
that  she  was  headed  at  once  for  the 
Arkansas  shore.  The  Rebel  gun- 
boat, Beauregard,  now  made  at  the 
Queen,  which  attempted  to  strike 
her;  but  the  shock  was  skillftilly 
evaded  ♦by  the  Beauregard's  pilot, 
who  struck  the  Queen  aft  so  heavily 
as  to  disable  her.     The  UnioA  ram 


**  Gen.  Pope,  in  his  official  report,  says: 
"Three  Generals,  273  field  and  company 
officers,  6,700  prisoners,  123  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery — all  of  the  very  best  character,  and  of 
the  latest  patterns — 7,000  stand  of  small  arms, 
several  wbiarf-boat  loads  of  provisions,  an  im- 


mense quantityof  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  many 
hundred  horses  and  mules,  with  wagons  and 
harness,  &&,  are  among  the  spoils." 


•April  12. 
•May  4. 


•  April  11 
«  Juno  4 
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Honarch  thereupon  made  at  ihe 
Beauregard,  and  struck  her  heavily 
on  the  bow,  caufflBg  her  to  fill  rapidly 
and  fiink,  whfle  the  Monarch  took 
the  Qneen  in  tow  and  drew  her  out 
of  periL  Com.  Davis's  flag-boat, 
the  Benton,  threw  a  50-pound  ball 
from  a  rifled  Parrott  into  the  Kebel 
gunboat  G^n.  Lovell,  striking  her 
aft,  just  above  the  water-line,  and 
tearing  a  great  hole,  into  which  the 
water  rushed  in  a  torrent  In  four 
minutes,  she  had  sunk  in  75  feet 
of  water,  carrying  down  a  part 
of  her  crew.  Th^re  remained  but 
four  of  the  Bebel  boats;  and 
these,  which  had  been  for  some  time 
driAing,  though  firing,  now  tunied 
their  bows  toward  the  Arkansas 
shore,  which  the  Jeff.  Thompson 
soon  reached,  when  her  officers  and 
crew  leaped  off  and  ran  into  the 
woods,  while  a  shell  exploding  on 
her  deck,  set  her  on  fire,  and  she  was 
burned  down  to  the  water.  The 
crew  of  the  Gten.  Bragg  and  the 
Sumter  'escaped  in  like  manner; 
while  the  swifter  Gen.  Van  Dom 
fled  down  £he  river.  The  battle  had 
lasted  a  little  over  an  hour,  and  its 
result  was  most  decisive.  Ko  man 
was  killed  on  board  our  fleet.  Mem- 
jdiis,  whose  population  had  all  been 
interested  spectators  of  the  combat, 
surrendered  immediately. 

An  expedition,  comprising  four 
gunboats  and  a  steam  trsmsport, 
conveying  the  46th  Indiana^  Col. 
Fitch,  was  soon  dispatched  up  the 
Arkansas  and  White  rivers,  to  open 
communication  with  Q^n.  Curtis, 
known  to  be  approaching  from  the 
West  Beaching  St.  Charles,  the 
lj[ound  City,  then  in  advance,  was 
fired  on  from  two  concealed  batteries. 


and  replied,  while  our  troops  were 
landed  below  to  take  those  batteries 
in  the  rear.  A  ball,  from  a  siege- 
gun  on  the  bluff,  pierced  the  side  of 
the  Mound  City,  and  passed  through 
her  steam-drum,  filling  the  vessel  in- 
stantly with  the  scalding  vapor.  Of 
the  175  persons  on  board,  barely  23 
escaped  injury.  Many  jumped  over- 
board, frantic  with  pain,  and  were 
drowned ;  whUe  the  boats  sent  firom 
the  Conestoga  to  their  relief^  were 
fired  on  by  the  Bebels  with  grape 
and  canister,  killing  most  of  our 
scalded  and  fi*antic  fugitives.  In  a 
few  minutes.  Col.  Fitch  had  carried 
the  works  by  a  charge,  capturing  9 
guns  and  about  30  prisoners,  inclu- 
ding Cpl.  Frye,  the  commandant. 
The  expedition  failed  to  effect  its 
purpose. 

The  triumphant  Union  fieet  soon 
proceeded  down  the  river,  encoun- 
tering no  serious  obstacle  till  near 
Vicksburg,*'  where  it  communicated 
with  Com.  Farragut,  whose  fleet 
from  the  Gulf  lay  below  this  natural 
stronghold,  accompanied  by  OteiL 
Williams,  with  four  regiments  of 
infimtry.  The  Rebel  fortifications 
were  bombarded  **  fca:  several  hours, 
without  result;  but  Lt-Col.  EUet, 
with  two  rams,  went  that  day  up  the 
Yazoo  river,  to  capture  three  Kebel 
gunboats,  which,  on  his  approach, 
were  set  on  fire  and  impelled  down 
the  current,  with  intent  to  envelop 
our  vessels  in  the  flames.  The  Eebel 
boats  were  destroyed. 

The  siege  of  Vicksburg  was  con- 
tinued, by  our  fleet,  and  a  determined 
attack  made  on  it  July  1,  but  de- 
feated. The  Rebel  ram  Arkansas 
came  down  **  the  Yazoo,  ran  through 
the  astonished  Union  fleet,  and  took 


«  June  24. 


'  Juno  26. 


"  Julj  15, 
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reftige  tinder  the  batterioB  of  Yicka- 
buig,  unhanned.  Bepeated  attempts 
to  destroy  or  sink  her  *'  w^e  defeated 
by  the  shore  batteries ;  and,  on  the 
24th,  the  siege  was  raised;  Com. 
Farragat,  with  Gen.  Williams,  re- 
turning down  the  river ;  while  Com. 
Davis,  with  his  fleet,  steamed  up  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  thns  aban- 
doning, for  the  time,  the  reopening 
of  the  Mississippi 


Gen.  Grant's  victorious  army,  after 
a  brief  rest  at  Fort  Donelson,  re- 
crossed,  considerably  strengthened, 
to  the  Tennessee,  jost  above  Fort 
Henry,  where  several  gunboats  and  a 
large  number  of  transports,  passing 
down  the  Cumberland  into  tiie  Ohio, 
and  thence  into  the  Tennessee,  took 
up  our  soldiers  by  raiments  and 
started  with  them  on  a  new  move- 
ment up  the  Tennessee.  General 
Charles  F.  Smith  had  been  desig- 
nated by  Gen.  Halledc  to  direct  this 
movement,  but  was  soon  disabled  by 
the  sickness  of  which  he  died  not  long 
after  reaching  Savannah,  Tenn.,  and 
Gen.  Grant  was  thus  restored  to  chief 
command.  The  rendezvous  of  the 
expedition  was  at  ^little  place  called 
Danville,  where  the  railroad  from 
Memphis  to  Clarkesville  and  Louis- 
ville crosses  the  river.  The  gmiboats 
Tjrler  and  Lexington  had  ab«ady 
niade  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Ten- 
nessee, meeting  their  first  resistance 
at  PriTSBUBO  Laotjino,  an  insignifi- 
cant two-house  nucleus  of  a  prospec- 
tive village,  8  miles  above  Savannah 
and  20  miles  N.N.E.  of  Corinth,  Miss., 
at  the  junction  of  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  with  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Bailroad.  The  country  hence  to 
Corinth    is   rolling,   and   generally 


wooded.  Two  or  three  miles  south- 
ward is  Shiloh  Churdi,  and  some  tai 
miles  fSurther  is  the  road-crossing 
known  as  Monterey,  where  there 
were  half-a-dozen  houses.  The  re- 
gion is  thinly  and  recently  settled ; 
still  mainly  covered  by  the  primitive 
forest ;  gently  rolling,  and  traversed 
by  a  number  of  inconsiderable  cre^i^ 
making  eastward  and  northward,  to 
be  lost  in  the  Tennessee. 

At  Pittsburg  Landing,  the  Tyler 
found  a  Bebel  batteiy  of  six  guns^ 
which  it  silenced,  after  a  mutual  can- 
nonade of  two  hours;  retumii^ 
thence  to  Danville  and  reporting. 
The  movement  of  the  army  south- 
ward on  transports  was  continued — 
the  46th  Ohio,  CoL  Worthington, 
leading,  on  the  transport  B.  J. 
Adams— so  far  as  Savannah,  where 
it  wae  landed,*'  and  proceeded  to 
take  military  possession.  All  the 
transports,  69  in  number,  conveying 
nearly  40,000  men,  were  soon  de- 
barking the  army,  with  its  material, 
at  and  near  this  place,  whence  Gen. 
Lew.  Wallace's  division  was  dis- 
patched "  to  Purdy,  a  station  16  miles 
W.S.W.,  where  the'raih^ad  was  de- 
stroyed. Gen.  Sherman's  first  divi- 
sion was  next  **  conveyed  up  the  river 
to  Tyler's  Landing,  just  across  the 
Mississippi  State  line;  whence  the 
6th  Ohio  cavalry  was  dispatched  to 
Bumsville,  on  the  Memphis  and 
Charleston  road,  some  miles  eastward 
of  Corinth,  which  was  likewise  de- 
stroyed without  resistance.  The  ex- 
pedition then  returned  unmolested 
to  Savannah. 

These  easy  successes,  and  the  &ct 
that  no  enemy  came  near  or  seemed 
to  meditate  annoyance,  must  have 
imbued  our  leading  oflScers  with  a 


"  July  16-22. 


**  March  10. 


"March  12. 


"*  March  14. 
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oootempt  for  the  power  or  tb9  proweeB 
of  their  en^ny;  since  onr  regiments, 
as  they  arrived,  were  mai^lj  de- 
barked at  Pittsburg  Landing,  on  the 
side  of  the  Tennessee  nearest  to  and 
within  easy  striking  distance  of  the 
Bebel  headquarters  at  Oorinth«  One 
of  the  six  divisions,  under  CFen.  Lew. 
Wallace,  was  encamped  nearly  op- 
posite Savannah ;  the  other  five  were 
thrown  out  in  a  semicircle  southward 
of  Pittsburg  Landing,  with  a  front 
like  a  Methodist  camp-meeting,  strag- 
gling from  Lick  creek  on  the  south 
or  left,  to  Snake  creek  on  the  north 
or  right,  a  distance  of  some  three  or 
four  miles.  Gen.  Prentiss's  division 
was  encamped  across  the  direct  road 
to  Corinth,  with  Gen.  McGlemand's 
behind  his  right,  and  Gen.  Sherman's 
still  further  to  tiie  right,  with  Shiloh 
church  in  his  front,  on  a  road  lead- 
ing also,  but  more  circuitously,  to 
Corinth.  Geo.  Hurlbut's  division 
lay  in  the  rear  of  Gen.  Prentiss. 
Gen.  Smith's  division,  commanded, 
because  of  Smith's  sickness,  by  Qen. 
W.  H.  L.  Wallace,  was  on  the  left  of 
and  behind  McClemand,  with  its 
ri^bt  near  Pittsburg  Landing  and  its 
front  somewhat  protected  by  the 
ravines  of  two  rivulets  running  iato 
Snake  creek 

Though  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy 
was  notorious,  not  an  intrenchment 
nor  defense  of  any  kind,  not  even  an 
abatis,  here  so  easily  made,  covered 
and  protected  our  front;  no  recon- 
noitring parties  were  thrown  for- 
ward to  watch  for  and  report  an  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy ;  and  even  the 


pickets  were  scarcely  a  musket-shot 
from  the  tents  of  our  foremost  regi- 
ments ;  Qome  of  which,  it  was  asserted, 
had  not  even  been  provided  with 
ammunition,  though  it  was  known 
that  the  woods,  scarcely  a  mile  away, 
had  suddenly  been  found  swarming 
with  Bebel  scouts  and  sharp-shooters 
in  such  strength  as  to  forbid  observa- 
tion on  our  part**  Low  but  ominous 
whispers-  and  meaning  glances  of  ex- 
ultation among  the  Bebel  civilians 
in  our  rear  had  already  given  indi- 
cations that  a  blow  was  about  to  be 
struck;  and  alarmed  Unionists  had 
sought  the  t^its  of  our  Generals  with 
monitions  of  danger,  whiph  w^e  re- 
ceived with  sneering  intimations  that 
every  one  should  stick  to  his  trade. 
Qen.  Grant  was  at  Savannah,  super- 
intending the  reception  of  supplies. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  our  forces 
on  Saturday  evening,  April  5th. 

Albert  Sidney  Johnston  was  prob- 
ably the  ablest  commander  at  any 
time  engaged  in  the  Bebel  service. 
He  had  braved  unpopularity  and  re- 
proach from  the  h^of  chimney- 
comer  critics  who  supposed  it  the 
duty  of  a  General  to  run  his  head 
against  every  stone-wall  within  reach, 
by  refrising  to  fight  losing  battles  for 
BowlingGreen  and  Nashville, and  had 
thus  brought  off  his  army  intact  and 
undemoralized ;  retreatii^  across  the 
Tennessee  and  into  a  region  at  once 
undevastated  and  unappalled  by  war, 
ftill  of  resources,  wherein  devotion 
to  the  Union  had  been  utterly  sup- 
pressed, if  not  eradicated,  and  whence, 
by  a  net-work  of  railroads  and  tele- 


"  «  Agirte"  [Whitelaw  Reid],  of  the  Omcm- 
maH  OaaeUe,  in  his  report  of  the  battle.  Bays : 

"We  had  lain  three  weeks  at  PittsbrngLand- 
lag;  within  20  mOes  of  the  Bebels,  tiiat  were 
tBktkj  to  attadE  us  in  Boperior  numbers,  with- 


out throwing  up  a  single  breastwork  or  prepar- 
ing a  single  protection  for  a  battery,  and  with 
the  brigades  of  one  dirision  [Sherman^s] 
stretched  fh>m  extreme  right  to  extreme  left  of 
our  line,  while  four  other  divisions  had  been 
crowded  in  between,  as  thej  arrived.** 
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graphs,  he  comimmicated  easQy  with 
Bidunond,  and  with  every  portion  of 
the  Cotton  States.  The  recent  evao- 
uatipn  of  Oolumbns  by  Polk  was 
probably  ordered  by  him,  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  policy  of  concentrating 
around  Corinth  the  greatest  possible 
force,  with  intent  to  rush  upon  and 
overwhelm  the  Union  army,  so  care- 
lessly encamped  just  before  him  on 
the  hither  bank  of  the  Tennessee. 
Having  a  spy  in  nearly  every  dwell- 
ing in  southern  Tennessee,  he  was 
doubtless  aware  that  the  command 
of  that  army  had  just  been  turned 
oveir  by  Qen.  C.  F.  Smith,  an  expe- 
rienced and  capable  soldier,  to  Gen. 
Grant,  so  recently  fix>m  civil  life; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  his  ability  to 
accomplish  its  destruction.  Calling 
urgently  upon  the  Qt)vemors  of  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi,  and  Louisiana, 
for  all  the  troops  they  could  spare 
or  raise,  and  being  strongly  reen- 
forced  by  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg,  with 
a  drilled  corps  from  Mobile  and  Pen- 
sacola,"  he  had,  by  the  1st  of  April, 
collected  an  army  of  about  50,000." 
Moving  silently  out  from  Corinth,  in 
light  marching  order  and  without 
tents,  at  8  A«  M.,  on  the  3d,  the  ad- 
vance of  his  infentry  preceded  and 


mtoked  by  cavalry,  he  confidently 
expected  to  attack  in  full  force  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th;  but  a  heavy 
rain  on  the  4th  so  deepened  the  mire 
of  the  narrow,  wretched  roads,  that 
his  army  was  by  that  time  but  fairly 
concentrated  at  Monterey,  thence 
moving  with  the  utmost  caution  un- 
til within-  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
our  pickets,  where,  unable  to  advance 
farther  without  braving  discovery,  he 
halted  for  the  night.**  Here,  with 
double  guards  along  his  front,  in- 
structed to  shoot  any  nian  who,  upon 
whatever  jwetext,  should  attempt  to 
pass,  a  council  of  war  was  held  at  8 
p.  M.,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
a  stealthy  and  desperate  assault  at 
daybreak ;  while  the  soldiers,  forbid- 
den to  make  fires,  sank  on  th*e  cold, 
damp  ground,  under  the  open  sky, 
and  shivered  through  a  part  of  the 
night.  Each  Colonel  had  orders  to 
have  his  regiment  under  arms  and 
ready  to  move  by  3  a.  m. 

At  early  dawn,  the  advance  was 
resumed  in  line  of  battle :  Maj.-Gen. 
Hardee,  with  the  3d  corps,  in  front, 
with  the  2d,  and  strongest,  under 
Gen.  Bragg,  500^  yards  behind  him ; 
the  1st,  under  Gen.  Polk,  half  a  mile 
in  the  rear  of  this,  with  the  reserve. 


■*  About  this  time  abandoned  by  the  Rebels. 

•^  Beauregard,  in  his  field  return  of  the  *  Ar- 
mj  of  the  Mississippi,*  before  and  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Shiloh,  makes  his  effectiye  total,  before 
battle,  40,355  men,  of  whom  4,382  were  cayalry, 
which  he  says  was  useless  and  oould  not  oper- 
ate at  all,  the  battle-field  being  so  thickly  wood- 
ed. But  this  return  includes  none  of  his  troops 
left  to  guard  his  base  at  Corinth,  or  his  trains  in 
the  rear  of  the  battle-field,  and  conceals  the  fact 
that  his  cavalry  were  usefUlly  employed  in  guard- 
ing, on  their  way  to  Corinth,  his  prisoners  as 
weU  as  his  wounded.  Beside,  when  he  comes 
to  sum  up  his  losses,  he  states  the  loss  of  his 
oayalry  at  301— rather  inexplicablei  if  that  cay- 
alry was  useless  and  unemployed. 


••  "An  Impressed  New-Yorker,"  who  was 
then  serying  on  Beauregard's  staf^  in  his  "Thir- 
teen Months  in  the  Bebel  Army,*'  says: 

"  While  it  is  no  part  of  my  duty,  in  this  narra* 
tiye,  to  criticise  military  moyementa,  and  espe- 
cially those  of  the  Union  forces,  I  may  state  that 
the  total  absence  of  cayalry  pickets  from  Gen. 
Grant's  army  was  a  matter  of  perfect  amazement 
to  the  Rebel  officers.  There  were  absolutely 
none  on  Grant* s  leH;,  where  Gen.  Breckinridge's 
division  was  meeting  him ;  so  that  We  were  aUe 
to  come  up  within  hearing  of  their  drums  en- 
tirely unperoeived.  The  Southern  Generals  al- 
ways kept  cavalry  pickets  out  for  miles,  even 
wjien  no  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  within  a 
day's  march  of  them.  The  infantry  pickets  of 
Grant's  forces  were  not  above  three-fourths  of  • 
mile  from  his  advance  camps,  and  they  were  too 
few  to  make  any  resistance." 
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imder  Oen«  John  O.  Breckmridge, 
dceely  following.  This  order,  how- 
erer,  was  soon  sacrificed  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  contest. 

Bnmois  of  a  Bebel  adyance,  and 
the  capture  of  some  of  oxir  officers 
thereby,  had  reached  onr  camps  on* 
Friday  ;*•  and  an*  Ohio  brigade  had 
been  sent  out  to  reconnoiter,  which 
had  a  brash  with  fk  smaller  Bebel 
force,  and  pushed  it  back  to  a  battery 
which  was  found  in  position  near  our 
lines.  Gen.  Lew.  Wallace's  division 
was  thereupon  ordered  out,  and  ad- 
vanced to  Adamsville,  on  the  road  to 
Purdy;  but,  meeting  no  opponent, 
after  passing  a  night  in  drenching 
rain,  it  returned  to  its  camp.  On 
Saturday,  there  was  firing  along  our 
front,  which  ought  to  have  incited 
inquiry,  if  not  alarm,  but  did  not. 

As  day  broke,**  our  pickets  in 
Prentiss's  front  came  rushing  into 
camp,  barely  in  advance  of  the  pursu- 
ing Rebels,  whose  shells  were  tearing 
through  our  tents  a  moment  after- 
ward. Some  of  our  men  were  dress- 
ing ;  others  washing  or  cooking ;  a 
few  eating  their  breakfasts ;  many, 
especially  officers,  liad  not  yet  risen. 
The  next  instant,  magnificent  lines 
of  battle  poured  out  of  the  woods  in 
front  of  our  camps,  and  at  double- 
quick  rushed  in  upon  our  bewildered, 
half-dressed,  and  not  yet  half-formed 
men,  firing  deadly  volleys  at  close 
range,  then  springing  upon  the  help- 
lees,  coatless,  musketless  mob  with 
the  bayonet  Some  fell  as  they  ran ; 
others  as  they  emerged  from  their 
tents,  or  as  they  strove  to  buckle  on 
their  accouterments ;  some  tried  to 
surrender;  but  the  Rebels  could  not 
stop  then  to  take  prisoners.  Some 
of  these  were  found,  tiiough  disabled. 


still  alive,  when  we  recovered  those 
tents  next  evening. 

Thus  was  Prentiss's  division  routed 
before  it  had  time  to  form  in  line  of 
battle;  and  Hildebrand's  brigade, 
on  Sherman's  right,  was  demolished 
with  equal  expedition,  in  spite  of 
Sherman's  best  exertions.  His  ef- 
forts and  infiuence,  backed  by  the 
most  reckless  self-exposure,  held  his 
remaining  brigades,  under  Buckland 
and  McDowell,  steady  for  a  time ; 
but  these  were  soon  compelled  to 
fall  back  behind  the  next  ravine, 
leaving  their  camps,  with  all  their 
tents  and  tent  equipage,  to  the  enemy. 

McClemand's  division,  comprising 
10  raiments  and  4  batteries,  had 
been  astonished  with  the  rest,  but 
not  yet  directly  assailed.  Moving 
up,  at  7  A.  M.,  to  the  support  of  Sher- 
man, it  found  his  division  mostly 
gone  or  going ;  its  best  officers  killed 
or  wounded,  its  batteries  either  cap- 
tured or  badly  cut  up.  Buckland's 
brigade,  which  had  gone  aft;6r  Hilde- 
brand's,  forming  our  extreme  right 
on  the  front,  had  fallen  back  to  avoid 
certain  destruction.  To  aU  practical 
intents,  and  in  spite  of  its  leader's 
desperate  and  untiring  exertions, 
Sherman's  division  was  out  of  the 
fight  by  8  o'clock  that  ominous  morn- 
ing. It  seemed  a  miracle  that  their 
commander,  always  in  the  hottest  of 
the  Rebel  fire,  escaped  with  a  single 
musket-ball  through  his  hand. 

Prentiss  formed  his  division  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  not  far  in 
the  rear  of  their  camps,  where  his 
men  faced  to  the  front  and  fought 
stubbornly  for  a  time ;  but  they  had 
been  strangely  drawn  up  in  an  open 
field,  leaving  to  the  enemy  the  cover 
of  a  dense  scrub-oak  thicket  in  our 


'Aprils. 


'  On  Smidaj,  April  6. 
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A   PcMltiont  of  Ma).-6«a.  Ckant^s  forces  on  the  morning 
of  April  «th. 


Poflittona  of  Grant,  with  the  divisions  of  Nelson  snd 
Crittenden,  on  the  evening  of  April  6th. 


O   Positions  of  Grsnt  snd  BneU  on  the  morning  of 
D 


April  7th.  - 

Positions  of  Grsot  snd  Bnell  on  the  evening  <» 


April  Tth. 
B    Beserve  Artillery. 


front,  whence  they  could  pour  volley 
after  volley  in  comparative  security. 
Soon,  our  men  were  flanked  on  either 
side,  and  fell  back,  perceiving  that 
they  were  squandering  their  lives  to 
no  purpose.  Thus  the  division  lost 
all  coherence  and  efficiency ;  its  lead- 
er became  separated  from  a  large 


portion  of  his  command ;  and  by  10 
o'clock  it  had  been  virtually  demol- 
ished. Prentiss  himself,  with  three 
regiments,  held  an  unassailed  posi- 
tion until,  having  long  since  become 
completely  surrotmded,  he  was  finally 
obliged  to  surrender;"  when  over 
2,000  of  our  men  in  one  body  were 


*>Thi8didiiotooecirtillal>out4p.ic.;  buthe 
had  long  befbre  oeued  to  fann  a  part  of  our 


line  of  batUe,  the  Bebela  haying  flanked  and 
passed  on  bejond  him. 
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Iramed  to  the  Bebel  rear  aBprisonere, 
and  Boon  started  on  the  road  to 
Corinth. 

McGlemand  for  ^  whfle  stood  firm ; 
but  the  defection  of  Sherman's  divi- 
sion on  one  side,  and  Prentiss's  on 
tiie  other,  left  tibe  Eebels  free  to 
hurl  themselves  against  him  in  tre- 
mendous force.  Two  green  regi- 
ments, the  15th  and  16th  Iowa,  which 
he  now  brought  to  the  front  under 
a  heavy  fire,  gave  way  at  once  in 
disorder.  CSianging  his  firont  to 
meet  the  Sebel  onset,  he  faced  along 
tiie  Corinth  road  and  planted  his 
batteries  to  command  it ;  so  that  the 
Bebels  were  for  a  time  foiled  in  their 
efforts  to  advance ;  and  an  effort  to 
oome  in  on  his  rear,  over  ground 
abandoned  by  Sherman's  division,  was 
•handsomely  repulsed,  with  heavy  mu- 
toal  loss,  by  Dresser's  rifled  battery. 

But  one  division  could  not  sustain 
the  weight  of  more  than  half  the 
Bebel  army,  admirably  handled,  and 
OHistantly  advancing  fresh  regiments 
to  replace  those  already  blown  or 
too  badly  cut  up.  After  repulsing 
eevenj  determined  attacks,  some- 
times advancing  a  little,  but  gener- 
ally giving  ground,  and  losing  three 
Colonels  of  the  line  and  three  officers 
of  his  staff^  with  at  least  half  the 
effective  force  of  his  batteries,  Mc- 
Qemand,  by  11  a.  m.,  found  himself 
pushed  bac^,  with  Hurlbut's  fresh 
division  on  his  left,  and  the  d&fris 
of  Sherman's  on  his  right. 

Meantime,  a  brigade  of  Sherman's 
division,  under  CoL  David  Stuart, 
which  had  been  oddly  posted  on  our 
extreme  left,  holding  what  was  known 
as  the  Hamburg  road,  had  been  sud- 
denly shelled  from  the  opposite  bluflb 
of  lick  creek,  by  a  force  which  the 
,  next  instant  peppered   them  with 


grape,  and  the  next  rushed  across  the 
creek  and  began  pouring  in  sharp  vol- 
leys of  musketry,  while  the  Bebel  bat- 
teries, firing  over  the  heads  of  their 
infantry,  soon  made  our  position  un- 
tenable. Stuart  fell  back  to  the  next 
ridge;  and,  finding  the  Bebels  ^o 
had  followed  Prentiss  beginning  to 
come  in  on  his  right,  sent  to  Gen. 
W.H.  L.Wallace  for  assistance.  Qea. 
McArthur's  brigade  was  promptly 
dispatched  to  Stuart's  support;  but, 
bearing  too  much  to  the  right,  was 
soon  sharply  engaged  with  the  pur- 
suers of  Prentiss.  Falling  back  to  a 
good  position,  he  held  it,  though 
wounded,  untU  Wallace  came  to  his 
aid ;  but  Stuart,  receiving  no  direct 
support,  was  driven  back  from  one 
ridge  to  another,  until  by  noon,  him- 
self wotmdeii,  several  of  his  officers 
fallen,  and  his  command  sadly  shat- 
tered, he  fell  in  behind  McArthur  to 
reorganize.  And  thus,  of  our  six  di- 
visions, three  had  been  thoroughly 
routed  before  mid-day. 

Gen.  Grant  had  arrived  on  the  bat- 
tle-field about  8  A.  M. ;  but,  early  as 
was  the  hour,  his  army  was  already 
beaten.  As  this,  however,  is  a  circum- 
stance of  which  he  is  not  easily  con- 
vinced, it  did  not  seem  to  make  as 
vivid  an  impression  on  him  as  on 
others.  Sending  word  to  Lew.  Wal- 
lace to  hasten  up  witii  his  division 
on  our  right,  he  devoted  his  personal 
attention  to  reforming  his  shattered 
brigades,  reestablishing  his  silenced 
batteries,  and  forming  new  lines  of 
defense  to  replace  those  so  suddenly 
demolished.  Hurlbut's  and  W.  H.  L. 
Wallace's  divisions  were  still  intact ; 
while  of  the  others  the  better  but  not 
the  larger  part  of  those  not  already 
disabled  fell  into  line  on  their  flanks, 
or  just  behind  them. 
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Hnrlbnt  held  the  direct  road  to 
Corinth,  with  woods  at  his  back 
and  open  fields  commanded  by  his 
batteries  in  his  front;  and  here  he 
stood,  fighting  a  more  nnmerons, 
equally  gallant,  and  victory-flushed 
enemy,  for  more  than  five  hours. 
Here  he  was  thrice  charged  in  full 
force,  and  thrice  he  repulsed  the  foe 
with  terrible  slaughter.  The  dose 
ranks  which  rushed  upon  him  were 
first  plowed  through  and  through 
with  grape,  then,  as  they  came 
nearer,  with  more  deadly  musketry ; 
until  the  shouted  orders,  entreaties, 
menaces,  of  frantic  officers  no  longer 
availed,  and  the  long  lines  sank  back 
defeated  to  the  shelter  in  their  rear. 
Here  fell,  at  2^  o'clock,  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  the  Eebel  commander-in- 
chief,  struck  in  the  thigh  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell,  but  sittiQg  silently  on 
his  horse  for  some  minutes,  and  only 
taken  off  to  die.  Beauregard  at  once 
assumed  command ;  but  the  death  of 
Johnston  was  concealed,  so  far  as 
possible,  until  his  army  had  returned 
to  Corinth.  An  hour  later.  Hurl- 
but's  division,  worn  out  by  incessant 
fighting  against  fresh  regiments,  fell 
back  nearly  half  a  mile,  to  a  position 
about  that  distance  from  the  Landing. 

W.  H^  L.  "Wallace's  division  was  in 
like  manner  exposed  to  and  attacked 
by  the  exultant  Eebels  about  10  a.  m.  ; 
and  for  six  hours  was  hotly  engaged, 
with  scarcely  an  intermission.  Four 
times  was  it  charged  along  its  whole 
line ;  and  every  charge  was  repulsed 
with  heavy  slaughter.  Once  or  twice, 
our  men  pursued  their  retreating  foes ; 
but  the  disparity  of  numbers  was  too 
great,  and  they  were  soon  pushed 
back  to  their  lines.  They  were  still 
fighting  as  eagerly  and  confidently 
as  ever,  when  Hurlbut's  retreat  com- 


pelled them  to  Ml  back  also,  or  be 
fianked  and  surrounded  as  Prentiss 
had  been.  Just  now,  their  leader  fell, 
mortally  wounded ;  closing  in  death 
a  day's  work  which  had  won  for  him 
the  admiration  of  all  beholders  and 
the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  country. 
The  division  fell  back  into  line  with 
Hurlbut's  new  position ;  losing  of  its 
batteries  but  a  single  gun,  wh^'eof 
the  carriage  had  been  disabled. 

Lew.  Wallace  was  at  Crump's 
Landing,  with  his  force  extended  on 
the  road  to  Purdy,  when  he  received, 
at  llj  A.  M.,  Grant's  order  to  bring 
his  division  into  the  fight.  He  had 
been  anxiously  awaiting  that  order, 
listening  to  the  sound  of  the  mutual 
cannonade  since  morning;  and  his 
column  was  instantly  put  in  motion. 
Snake  creek,  with  steep  banks  and 
swampy  bottom,  was  in  his  way ;  but 
his  men  were  eager  for  the  fray,  and 
were  soon  making  good  time  in  the 
direction  indicated.  But  he  was 
met,  near  the  creek,  by  messengers 
from  Grant  with  tidings  that  our  ad- 
vanced divisions  had  been  over- 
powered and  beaten  back ;  so  that  the 
road  on  which  he  was  hastening 
would  now  lead  him  directly  into  the 
midst  of  the  enemy,  who  could  easily 
envelop  him  with  thrice  his  num- 
bers. He  thereupon  turned  abruptly 
to  the  left,  moving  down  the  west 
bank  of  Snake  creek  to  the  river 
road,  which  follows  the  windings  of 
the  Tennessee  bottom,  and  crosses 
the  creek  at  its  mouth,  close  by  Pitts- 
burg Landing.  This  countermarch 
delayed  his  junction  with  our  sorely- 
pressed  combatants  until  after  night- 
fall ;  and  thus  11  regiments  of  our  in- 
fantry, 2  batteries,  and  2  battalions 
of  cavalry,  remained  useless  through- 
out that  day's  bloody  struggle. 
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At  4|  p.  K.,  our  gmpiised  bnt 
otherwise  over-matched  army,  apart 
tcom  Lew.  Wallace's  division,  had 
been  crowded  back  into  a  semicircle 
of  three  or  four  hundred  acres  imme- 
diately around,  but  rather  to  the  left 
of  the  Landing.  It  could  retreat  no 
&rther.  A  deep,  rapid  river  in  its 
rear  could  only  be  crossed  with  the 
loss  of  half  its  remafaiing  men  '^  and 
every  tiling  beside.  Of  its  five  divi- 
sions, two  had  been  b«aten  back ;  the 
other  three  utterly  routed.  Our  ar- 
tillery was  half  lost  or  disabled  ;  our 
field-hospitals  overflowing ;  our  tents 
and  camp-equipage  mainly  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy;  our  losses  in 
men  enormous ;  and  those  who  had 
not  fallen  were  in  good  part  dis- 
heartened ;  not  less  than  5,000  men 
in  uniform,  possibly  twice  that  num- 
ber— ^to  say  nothing  of  sutlers,  com- 
missaries, and  the  usual  rabble  of 
camp-followers^ — ^were  huddled  under 
the  bank  of  the  river,  not  all  of  them 
privates,  but  all  repeating  the  stereo- 
typed excuse,  '^  Our  regiment  is  all 
cut  to  pieces,"  and  resisting  every 
entreaty  of  their  more  zealous  ofBcers 
to  bring  them  again  into  line. 

3ut  the  Bebels,  whose  losses  had 
also  been  heavy,  fearing  a  trap,  hesi- 
tated for  a  few  minutes  to  follow  W. 
H.  L:  Wallace's  division,  as  it  recoiled 
fixmi  the  position  it  had  so  long  and 
80  stoutly  defended.  Those  mo- 
ments were  incalculably  precious, 
and  were  thoroughly  improved.  Col. 
J.  D.  Webster,  diief  of  staff  to  Gen. 
Grant,  a  believer  in  artillery,  im- 
proved the  opportunity  to  collect  our 


remaining  guns — 22  only — ^and  plant 
them  on  the  bluff  in  a  semicircle, 
commanding  the  roads  whereby  the 
Bebels  must  approach.  Gunners 
proving  scarce,  Dr.  Oomyn,  surgeon 
of  the  1st  Missouri  artillery,  volun- 
teered in  that  capacity,  and  proved 
himself  a  workman  who  needed  not 
to  be  ashamed.  There  was  rare 
virtue  inherent  in  those  22  guns,  and 
men  around  them  who  knew  how  to 
evoke  it. 

It  was  hardly  6  o'clock  when  the 
Rebel  batteries,  once  more  in  posi- 
tion, opened,  at  a  distance  of  a  few 
hundred  yards,  on  our  last  possible 
holding-ground.  Our  next  recoil 
must  be  over  the  bank,  into  the 
hideous,  helpless  massacre  of  a  grand- 
er Ball's  Bluff.  Promptly  and  most 
efficientiy,  Webster's  guns  make  re- 
ply. Soon,  the  Rebel  infantry  was 
seen  crowding  up  to  their  guns,  open- 
ing fire  at  rather  long  range,  to  find 
our  shattered  battalions  reformed  and  • 
giving  abundant  answer.  At  this 
moment,  the  grmboats  Tyler  and 
Lexington,  which  had  all  day  been 
chafing  at  their  impotence,  opened 
on  our  left,  firing  jap  a  deep  ravine 
that  seemed  to  have  been  cut  through 
the  bluff  on  purpose.  Seven-inch 
shell  and  64-pound  shot  were  hurled 
by  them  diagonally  across  the  new 
Rebel  firont,  decidedly  interfering 
with  the  regularity  of  its  formation, 
and  preventing  that  final  rush  upon 
our  guns  and  the  supporting  infantry 
whose  success  would  have  perfected 
their  triumph.  So,  far  into  the  even- 
ing of  that  busy,  lurid  Sabbath,  our 


**  Among  the  apocryphal  anecdotes  in  drcula- 
tkm,  one  represents  Gen.  Bnell  as  remonstrat- 
ing; two  or  three  days  afterward,  agunst  the 
soUtoahip  which  placed  Grant's  army  on  the 
sooth  rather  than'  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Tennessee.  **  Where  was  yonr  line  of  retreat  ?" 
VOL.  n. — 5 


asked  BuelL  "  Oh,  across  the  riyer,"  responded 
Grant  "But  you  could  not  have  ferried  over 
more  than  10,000  men,"  persisted  BuelL  "  Well, 
there  would  not  have  been  more  than  that,"  re- 
plied Grant  Temerity  was  then  so  rare  among 
our  Generals  that  it  seemed  a  viitue. 
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batteries  and  boats  kept  up  their 
thunders,  fSedrlj  silencing  -the  Bebel 
gnns,  and  compelling  their  infantry 
to  take  post  farther  and  further  baek, 
in  order  to  be  out  <^  the  reach  of  our 
shells ;  and  all  through  the  night,  at 
intervals  of  10  to  16  minutes,  the 
gunboats  continued  to  send  their 
compliments  into  the  Bebel  lines,  as 
if  the  pouring  rain  which  fell  at  mid- 
night might  not  suffice  to  break  the 
slumbers  of  the  weary  thousands  who 
had  lain  down  on  their  arms  wher- 
ever night  found  th^n,  to  gather 
strength  and  refreshment  for  the  in- 
evitable struggle  of  the  morrow. 

Before  seeking  his  couch  in  the 
^little  church  at  Bhiloh,  the  surviving 
Bebel  leader  dispatched  a  messenger 
to  Oorinth  with  this  exhilarating  dis- 
patch for  Bichmond : 

"  Battlb-field  or  Shiloh,  ) 
*^  Via  Corinth  and  Chattanooga,  > 
"April  6th,  1862.) 
0  *•  Gen.  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General : 

**We  have  this  morning  attacked  the 
enemy  in  strong  position  in  front  of  Pitts- 
hurg;  and,  after  a  severe  battle  of  ten 
hours,  thaziks  to  Almightj  God,  gained  a 
complete  victory,  driving  the  enemy  from 
every  position. 

"  The  loss  on  both  sides  is  heavy,  includ- 
ing our   commandersin-ohief,  Gen.  Albert 
Sidney  Johnston,  who  feU  gallantly  leading 
his  troops  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight. 
"G.  T.  Bbaukboard, 

"  General  Commanding." 

Maj.-Gen.  Bnell's  long-exi)ected 
*  Army  of  the  Ohio  *  had  been  de- 
layed on  its  march  from  Nashville, 


**  His  otBdal  report  says : 

"As  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  groups  of 
soldiers  were  seen  on  the  west  bank ;  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that  they  were  stragglers  fh)m 
the  engaged  army.  The  groups  increased  in 
size  and  ^equency,  until,  as  we  approached  the 
Thw<^«t^,  they  numbered  whole  companies,  and 
almost  regiments;  and  at  the  Landing  the  banks 
swarmed  with  a  conftised  mass  of  men  of  vari- 
ons  regiments.  There  could  not  have  been  lees 
tiian  4,000  or  5,000.  Late  fai  the  day,  it  became 
BMMfa  greater.  Finding  Geo.  Grant  at  the 
Tandingi  I  le^oaatod  him  to  send  steammi  to 


repairing  roads  and  rebuilding  the 
bridge  oyer  Duck  river  at  Ccdumbia; 
which  place  Gen.  B.  himself  left  with 
his  rear  division  on  the  2d  of  April; 
reaching  Savannah  with  his  advance 
division,  Gen.  Nelson's,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  6di:  the  remaining  di- 
visions were  stnmg  along  the  road 
from  Oolnmbia  at  intervals  of  six 
miles.  A  halt  to  rest  on  reaching 
the  Tomessee  was  generally  expect- 
ed ;  but,  on  the»moming  of  the  6&, 
(Hninons  and  persutent  reports  of 
mnsketry  as  well  as  cannon  in  the 
direction  of  Fittsbnrg  Landing  dis- 
pelled this  illusion.  Bnell  hastened 
to  Gbn.  Grant's  headquarters,  only  to 
learn  that  he  had  just  started  on  a 
steamboat  for  the  Landing ;  having 
left  orders  for  QteiL  Nelson,  with 
Buell's  advance,  to  push  on  up  the 
right  bank  of  the  river,  leaving  his 
cannon,  because  of  the  badness  of 
the  roads,  to  be  tak^i  by  steamboats. 
Though  it  was  still  believed  at  Sa- 
vannah that  there  wad  nothing  going 
on  above  more  serious  than  an  affidr 
of  outposts,  Gten.  Buell  sent  orders 
to  his  rear  divisions  to  hurry  forward, 
and,  taking  k  steamboat,  proceeded 
to  the  Landing;  where  the  multipli- 
city and  constant  increase  of  strag- 
glers soon  convinced  him  that  the 
matter  in  hand  was  urgent  and  im* 
portant."  Finding  Q^n.  Grant  at 
the  Landing,  he  requested  the  dis- 


Sarannah  to  bring  up  Gen.  Crittenden's  diTiflioD 
which  had  arrivea  during  the  mornings  and  then 
went  ashore  with  him.  The  throng  of  disor- 
ganized and  demoralized  troops  increased  oon- 
tinually  by  fresh  ftigitiyes  from  the  battle,  which 
steadily  drew  nearer  the  Landing;  and  with 
these  were  intermingled  great  numbers  of  teams, 
aU  striying  to  get  as  near  as  possible  to  the 
river.  With  few  ezoeptions,  aU  efforts  to  form 
&e  troops  and  move  &em  forward  to  the  fight 
litter^  fUled*  In  tbemean  time,  the  enemy  had 
made  such  progress  against  our  troops,  that  his 
adilleiy  and  musketiy  began  to  pUy  into  the 
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patch  of  steamars  to  Saraimah,  for 
0^1.  Oiittenden'fl,  hiB  2d  diyifiion, 
vhile  he  landed  to  take  part  in  the 
fray. 

Gen.  Kelflon,  starting  at  1:80,  ar- 
riyed  at  5  p.  x.  oppoeite  the  Landing 
with  his  leading'^Ool.  Ammen's)  bri- 
gade, which  was  immediately  crossed 
and  formed  in  line,  nnder  a  fire  of 
Bebel  artillery,  on  the  right  of  Web- 
ster's guns.  Ammen'smen  were  just 
able  to  put  in  an  appearance  before 
dark,  firing  a  few  volleys  and  repuls- 
ing a  Sebel  charge  on  their  guns  at 
6^  p.  M.,  when  the  enemy  desisted 
and  withdrew.  By  7,  the  whole  di- 
Tision  was  orer,  and  soon  in  position ; 
lying  down  on  their  arms,  under  or- 
ders from  Buell  to  advance  and  at- 
ta<^  at  early  daylight ;  which  were 
implicitly  obeyed. 

Crittenden's  division  reached  Sa- 
vannah at  night&ll  of  Sunday,  and 
was  forwarded  by  steamboats  direct- 
ly to  the  Landing;  where  it  was 
rapidly  debarked  and  formed  on  the 
right  of  Nelson. 

Bnell's  next  division,  Gten.  A.  Mc- 
D.  McCook,  was  12  miles  from  Sa- 
vannah when  it  received  orders, 
which  it  made  haste  to  obey,  arriving 
at  Savannah  at  7  to  8  p.  m.  ;  but, 
finding  there  no  boats  ready  for  its 
service,  McGook  routed  up  the  cap- 
tains of  the  boats  lying  at  the  dock, 
and  embarked  Bousseau's  brigade, 
with  which  he  reached  the  Landing 
at  5^  A.  K. ;  his  other  brigades.  Cols. 
Gibson  and  Eirk,  arriving  some  time 


later,  on  boats  which  had  been  pren^ 
ed  into  service  as  they  successively 
reached  Savannah.  The  residue  of 
Buell's  army  was  too  frir  behind  on 
the  Columbia  road  to  be  even  hoped 
for.  Two  brigades  of  Wood's  divi- 
sion arrived,  however,  just  at  the 
close  of  the  battle. 

The  fighting  reopened  along  the 
whole  line  at  dayH^t  of  the  7th,  and 
under  conditions  bravely  altered  from 
those  of  the  day  preceding.  The 
arrival  of  part  of  BueU's  and  all  Lew. 
Wallace's  commands  had  brought  to 
the  field  not  less  than  25,000  troops ; 
fresh,  so  far  as  fighting  was  con-' 
cemed,  for  this  day's  action ;  while 
Beauregard,  whose  men,  throughout 
the  6th,  had  been  on  foot  16  hours, 
and  fighting  most  of  the  time  had 
barely  8,000  left  of  his  reserve  whore* 
with  to  match  them.  His  force  had 
been  fearfully  reduced  by  the  casuat 
ties  of  battle,  and  scarcely  less  by 
skulking,  or  scattering  in  quest  <^ 
plunder — ^faults  common  to  all  raw 
troops,  but  of  which  he  complains 
in  his  report  as  though  they  were 
novel  and  amazing.**  He  had  hith^ 
erto  been  buoyed  aip,  or  at  least  had 
buoyed  up  the  spirits  of  his  soldi^rs^ 
by  expectations  and  assurances  that 
Gens.  Price  and  Yan  Dom,  with 
some  80,000  men  from  across  the 
Mississippi,  were  close  at  hand,  and 


would  reach  him  in  time  for  this 
day's  battle.  But  they  did  not  come, 
and  Buell  did.  The  hot  fire  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery  poured  in  upon 


▼ital  spot  of  the  position,  and  some  persons 
were  kOled  on  the  bank,  at  tiie  very  Landing." 

**  He  sajB: 

"From  this  agreeable  duty  [of  praising  the 
meritorious],  I  torn  to  one  in  the  highest  degree 
voploBflaBt— one  due,  howerer,  to  the  brave  men 
nnder  me,  as  a  contrast  to  the  behavior  of  most 
oftbeamjwliofinghtiohflroicaDlgr.    lalhide 


to  the  fact  that  some  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  men,  abandoned  their  colors,  early  in 
the  first  day,  to  pillage  the  oaptared  encamp- 
ments; others  retired  shamefully  fVom  the  field 
on  both  days,  while  the  tiiunder  of  cannon  and 
the  roar  and  rattle  of  mu^etiy  told  them  tbaX 
their  brothers  were  being  daug^tared  by  the 
freah  legions  of  the  enemy.** 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68 


THB    AMBBIOAN   CONFLICT. 


his  entire  fi*ont  before  Bunrise,  gave 
him  ample  assurance  of  this ;  while 
his  soldiers,  exhausted  and  stiffened 
by  yesterday's  protracted  efforts,  and 
chilled,  like  ours,  by  the  rain  of  the 
intervening  night,  stood  to  their  arms 
firmly,  but  without  alacrity  or  enthu- 
siasm. 

Nelson  had  quietly  aroused  his 
men  at  4  a.  m.  ;  and  he  advanced  in 
parade  order  at  5^ ;  soon  concentrat- 
ing upon  himself  the  fire  of  half  the 
Rebel  army.  Not  having  received 
his  artillery,  his  infantry,  annoyed 
by  two  Kebel  batteries,  began,  at  7i, 
to  give  ground ;  when,  on  applying 
to  Gen.  Buell,  the  battery  of  Capt 
Mendenhall,  and  at  9  that  of  Capt. 
Terrill — both  regulars — were  sent  to 
his  support,  and  the  Eebel  batteries 
in  front  thereby  silenced.  Meantime, 
the  Eebel  concentration  upon  this 
division  was  continued ;  but  its  beha- 
vior was  splendid,  especially  that  of 
Ammen's  brigade,  admirably  han- 
dled by  its  chief;  while  that  of  Ha- 
gen,  on  the  right,  maintained  its  po- 
sition with  equal  gallantry.  The  loss 
by  this  division  of  739  out  of  4,641 — 
more  than  half  of  it  in  Hagen's  bri- 
gade— attests  the  tenacity  of  the 
Bebel  resistance  this  day. 

Crittenden's  and  McCook's  divi- 
sions were  engaged  later,  but  not  less 
earnestly.  Advancing  across  a  rar 
vine,  McCook's  right  and  center  were 
immediately  attacked  in  force;  but 
the  steady  valor  of  Eousseau's  bri- 
gade prevailed,  and  their  assailants, 
recoiling,  were  pursued  nearly  a  mile ; 
when  they  were  reenforced  and  ral- 
lied among  the  tents  whence  McCler- 
nand's  left  had  been  so  hurriedly 
driven  the  previous  morning.  Two 
of  his  guns,  being  now  turned  against 
us  by  the  enemy,  were  finally  cap- 


tured by  a  charge  of  CoL  Buckley's 
5th  Kentucky;  while  McClemand's 
headquarters  were  retaken  by  Eous- 
seau,  who,  impetuously  pursuing 
across  a  level  field,  opened  too  wide 
a  gap  between  his  right  and  G^n. 
Crittenden's  division,  which  was  filled 
by  CoL  WiUich's  raiment  advancing, 
under  a  deadly  fire  of  shell,  shot,  and 
musketry,  to  its  support ;  rushing  up 
for  a  bayonet-charge  to  within  200 
yards  of  the  enemy's  line,  when  the 
latter  gave  way,  and  the  regiment 
was  deployed  in  line  of  battle  to  give 
them  a  hastening  volley.  Disordered 
by  bad  management,  which  brought 
its  skirmishers  under  a  fire  of  our 
own  regiments  on  either  side,  CoL 
Willich's  32d  Indiana  hastily  fell 
back;  but  was  soon  reformed  and 
deployed,  advancing  with  the  entire 
division  until  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  was  decided. 

Lew.  Wallace,  on  our  extreme 
right,  with  Sherman  and  McCler- 
nand  between  him  and  Buell's  divi- 
sions, had  likewise  opened  fire  at  day- 
light, dismounting  a  gun  of  the  Rebel 
battery  before  him.  Throwing  for- 
ward his  right,  by  Gen.  Grant's  per- 
sonal direction,  until  his  line,  which 
had  been  parallel,  formed  a  right 
angle  with  the  river,  he  advanced 
en  echelon^  preceded  by  skirmishers, 
across  a  ravine  to  the  opposite  bluft*, 
where  he  waited  for  Sherman  to 
come  up ;  and  meantime,  finding  his 
right  secured  by  a  swamp,  attempted 
to  turn  the  enemy's  left,  which  was 
thereupon  heavily  reenforced,  being 
effectively  cannonaded  by  the  bat- 
teries of  Thompson  and  Thurber. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  capture 
Thurber's  battery  by  a  dash  of  cav- 
alry, which  was  easily  defeated  by 
the  skirmishers  of  the  8th Missouri; 
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wh^i  the  battery  was  charged  by  in- 
fantry ;  who  were  easily  repelled  by 
CoL  Morgan  L.  Smith's  brigade. 

Meantime,  Qen.  Sherman,  who  had 
waited  for  the  sound  of  Bnell's 
guns  npon  the  main  Corinth  road, 
advanced  at  8  A.  m.,  steadily  and 
slowly,  under  fire,  until  he  reached 
the  point  where  the  Corinth  road 
crosses  the  line  of  McClemand's 
abandoned  camps,  and  saw  Willich's 
regiment,  on  his  right,  fighting  gal- 
lantly for  the  possession  of  a  point 
of  timber  some  600  yards  east  of 
Shiloh  church.  Hence  the  Rebel 
army  could  be  seen  re-forming  its 
lines  to  the  southward,  with  a  bat- 
tery by  the  church,  and  another  near 
the  Hamburg  road,  pouring  grape 
and  canister  into  any  column  of  our 
troops  that  advanced  upon  that  green 
point  of  timber  whence  Willich's 
regiment  had  just  been  repulsed,  but 
into  which  one  of  McCook's  brigades 
(Rousseau's)  was  now  advancing. 
Directing  the  fire  of  two  24-pound 
howitzers  of  McAllister's  battery 
upon  the  Rebel  guns,  Sherman  form- 
ed his  two  brigades  (David  Stuart's, 
now  commanded  by  Col.  T.  Kilby 
Smitii,  and  CoL  Bucldand's)  to  ad- 
vance in  line  with  Rousseau ;  which 
they  did  superbly,  sweeping  every 


thing  before  them.  At  4  p.  m.,  our 
soldiers  held  the  original  front  line 
whence  we  had  been  so  hurriedly 
driven  84  hours  before ;  and  the  whole 
Rebel  army  was  retreating,  unpur- 
sued,  on  Corinth."  Gen.  Sherman, 
with  two  brigades  and  the  cavalry, 
went  out  a  few  miles  next  morning 
on  the  Corinth  road,  and  had  a  smart 
skirmish  with  a  small  Rebel  force, 
mainly  of  cavalry,  which  he  repuls- 
ed, destroying  a  camp,  and  captur- 
ing a  hospital,  wherein  he  found  280 
Confederate  and  50  Union  wounded ; 
returning  with  the  former  to  his 
camp  near  Shiloh  next  morning. 

Beauregard,  in  his  official  report, 

states  that  his  effective  force  had  now 

been  reduced, ''  from  exhaustion  and 

other  causes,  frx>m  40,000  to  less  than 

20,000  men ;"  and  adds : 

"Hour  by  hour  opposed  to  an  enemy 
constantly  rfienforced,  our  ranks  were  per- 
ceptibly thinned  under  the  increasing, 
withering  fire  of  the  enemy ;  and,  by  12  m. 
[of  the  second  day],  18  hours  of  hard  fight- 
ing had  sensibly  ezhansted  a  large  number ; 
my  last  reserves  had  necessarily  been  dis- 
posed of;  and  the  enemy  was  evidently  re- 
ceiving fresh  rSenforcemeuts  after  each 
repnlse ;  accordingly,  about  1  p.  ic.,  I  deter- 
mined to  withdraw  fW>m  so  unequal  a  con- 
flict ;  securing  such  of  the  results  of  the  vic- 
tory of  the  day  before  as  were  practicable.'* 

This  is  pretty  fair,  but  not  strictly 

accordant  with  the  dispatch  whidi 


•"An  Impresaod  New-Yorker"  says: 
"No  heroism  of  officers  or  men  could  avail  to 
stay  the  advance  of  the  Federal  troops.  At  3 
P.  M.,  the  Confederates  decided  on  a  retreat  to 
Corinth;  and  Qen.  Breckinridge,  strengthened 
oy  three  regiments  of  cavalry— Forrest's, 
Adams's,  and  the  Texas  Rangers,  raising  his  ef- 
fective forpe  to  12,000  men— received  orders  to 
protect  the  rear.  By  4  p.  m^  the  Confederates 
were  m  fbU  retreat  The  main  body  of  the 
army  passed  silently  and  swiftly  along  the  rood 
toward  Corinth;  our  division  hringing  up  the 
rear,  determined  to  make  a  deqierate  stand  if 
porsued.  At  this  time^  the  Union  forces  mi§^t 
nave  closed  in  upon  our  retreating  oolumns  and 
cut  off  Breckinridge's  division,  and  perhi^  cap- 
tured it  A  Federal  battery  threw  some  shdls, 
as  a  feeler,  across  the  road  on  whtoh  we  were 


retreating,  between  our  division  and  the  main 
body;  but  no  reply  was  made  to  them,  as  thia 
would  have  betrayed  our  position. .  We  passed 
on  with  little  opposition  or  loss,  and  by  6  o'dock 
had  reached  a  point  one  and  a  half  miles  nearer 
Corinth  than  the  point  of  attack  Sabbath  morn- 
ing. Up  to  this  time,  the  pursuit  seemed  leeble, 
and  the  Confederates  were  surprised  that  the 
victorious  Federals  made  no  more  of  their  ad- 
vantage. Nor  is  it  yet  understood  why  the  pur- 
suit was  not  pressed.  A  rapid  and  persistent 
pursuit  would  have  created  a  complete  rout  of 
the  now  broken,  weary,  and  disinrited  Bebeb. 
Two  hours  more  of  such  fightmg  as  Bnell's  tVeik 
men  could  have  made  would  have  demoralized 
and  destroyed  Beauregard's  army.  For  soma 
reason,  this  was  not  done;  and  night  dosed  the 
batae." 
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he,  after  sending  back  from  Monterey 

a  request  to  Qe^  Grant  for  permia- 

aion  to  fiend  a  mounted  party  to  the 

battle-field  under  a  flag  of  truce  to 

bury  his  dead,  and  being  answered 

that,  owing  to  the  warmth  of  the 

weather,    they   had    already   been 

buried,  transmitted   to   lUcbmond, 

namely: 

'« OoBiSTH,  Taesd^,  April  8th,  1862. 
"  To  the  Secretary  of  War,  Kichmond : 

**We  have  gained  a  great  and  glorious 
fiotory.  Eight  to  ten  thonsand  prisoners, 
and  86  pieces  of  cannon.  **  Bnell  r^enforced 
Grant,  and  we  retired  to  onr  intrenohments 
at  Oorinth,  which  we  can  hold.  Loss 
laUkYj  on  both  sides.  Bbaubboabd." 

Beaur^ard  officially  reports  his 
loss  in  this  battle  at  1,728  killed, 
8,012  wounded,  967  missing:  total, 
10,699,  or  a  little  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  admitted  strength  of 


his  army.*^  Gen.  Grant,  writing  on 
the  9th,  gives  his  losses  approxi- 
mately at  1,600  killed  and  3,600 
wounded,  and  says  nothing  of  a  loss 
of  prisoners,  of  whom  about  2,200 
effectiyes  were  marched  off  the  field 
with  Prentiss,  with  possibly  200  or 
800  more  of  our  wounded  of  Sunday. 
A  later  and  more  circumstantial 
statement  summed  up  our  losses  as 
1,736  killed,  7,882  wounded,  3,966 
prisoners ;  total,  13,673.  Becurring 
to  the  reports  of  subordinates — all 
we  have — ^we  find  their  losses  stated 
as  follows : 

KUM.  W««B>4.  MlMl^  VM«L 
8d  mTMoB— 0«ii.W.  H.  L.Wal- 

lMe(2rest*6iiot  reported)...  tt6  1,069  1,1M  %4» 
4th  nivtoton— 0«iL  Harllnit...  818  1,449  t88  1,985 
6th  DiTi4loD><}eiLBhennaiL..  818  1,870  441  8,084 
Bueirsarmj 8M    1,818        88    8,167 

Tbtd lim    &,078    1,918    8,609 

Add  to  these  our  loss  in  prisoners. 


**  These  cannon  were  unquestionablj  taken 
on  Sundaj ;  but  how  many  of  them  were  re- 
tabled  on  Monday  and  carried  off  in  the  retreat, 
does  not  appear.  It  is  not  probable  that  Bean- 
regard  returned  to  Corinth  with  so  many  or  so 
^fectire  guns  as  he  had  takan  thenoe  when  he 
•dTanced.  « 

*^  Beauregard's  official  report  enumerates, 
among  the  casualties  on  his  side,  in  addition  to 
the  loss  of  their  oommander-in-diief;  Albert  S. 
Johnston,  that  Hon.  Qea  W.  Johnson,  ^  ProTi- 
sjonal  Goyemor  of  Eentudcy,"  was  killed  on 
Monday,  having  had  his  horse  shot  imder  him 
on  Sunday;  Brig.-Qen.  Gladdmg,  of  Withers*s 
OOTps,  was  mortally  woimded ;  that  Gen.  Bragg 
had  two  horses  shot  under  him;  Gen.  Hardee 
was  slightly  wounded,  his  ooat  cut  with  balls, 
and  his  horse  disabled;  that  Gton.  Breddnridge 
was  twice  struck  by  spent  balls;  that  Gen. 
Cheatham  was  slightly  wounded  and  had  three 
horses  shot  under  him;  that  Brig.-Gens.  Clark, 
Bowen,  and  B.  B.  Johnson  were  sererely 
wounded ;  and  that  Gen.  Hindman  had  his  horse 
ahot  under  him  and  was  severely  injured  by  his 
UXl  [He  was  hoisted  ten  feet  into  the  air  by  the 
ozplosion  of  a  shell,  wMoh  tora  his  horse  to 
ahzeds,  and  was  himself  supposed  to  be  killed; 
hot  he  rose  at  <moe  to  his  feet  and  called  lor 
another  horse.]  Several  Colonels  were  killed, 
aad  many  more  severely  wounded;  among  them, 
Eanxy  W.  Allen,  4Ui  Ijoiiiaiana,  who  wasdioeen 


next  Rebel  Governor  of  the  State,  and  whose 
official  report  of  the  second  day^s  fight  contains 
the  following: 

"  Having  suffered  Arom  loss  of  blood  and  in- 
tense pain,  I  placed  the  regiment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lt.-OoL  S.  E.  Hunter,  and  rode  over 
to  the  hospital  to  get  relieC  After  having  my 
wound  di^ssed,  I  was  about  lying  down,  in 
order  to  take  a  little  rest,  when  a  general  stam- 

rMle  began  of  vragons,  ambulances,  and  men. 
mounted  my  horse  inmiediately,  and  rode  after 
the  disgraceful  refiigees.  I  succeeded  in  putting 
a  stop  to  the  stampede,  and  placed  cavalry  in 
the  rear,  with  orders  to  cut  down  all  who  at- 
tempted to  pass.  Here  I  met  an  aid  of  Gen. 
Bragg,  who  ordered  me  to  rally  all  the  strag- 
fflers  and  form  them  in  line.  This  I  did.  After 
forming  a  battalion,  Lieut-OoL  Barrow,  com- 
manding the  11th  Louiriana,  came  to  me  with 
the  renmant  of  his  regiment,  and  placed 
himself  and  regiment  under  my  com- 
mand. This  force,  together  with  the  remnants 
of  two  Alabama  and  one  Tennessee  regiment, 
made  a  large  body  of  men,  who  stood  firm  in 
front  of  the  hospitals,  ready  to  receive  the  ad- 
vancing column  of  the  enemy. 

"  While  rallying  the  stragglers,  I  ftune  across 
two  batteries  that  had  lost  aU  their  commis- 
sioned officers.  These  I  took  possession  o( 
sent  fbr  ammunition,  supplied  them  with  men 
from  my  conmiand,  and  sent  one  of  them  to 
Gen.  Beauregard.  This  battery  fired  the 
last  shots  against  the  esiemy.  The  other  bat- 
tery, and  the  forces  under  my  command,  held 
their  poeitk>n  in  the  very  {euce  of  the  enemy, 
until  ordered  to  be  retired  by  command  of  Gen. 
Bragg." 
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and  the  killed  and  wounded  in  Preoh 
tin's,  McClemand'B,  and  Lew.  Wal- 
lace's diyisiona — the  latt^  known  to 
be  yery  light — and  onr  aetnal  loaees 
in  theBe  two  days'  desperate  oonflict 
oan  hardlyhave  be^i  I^  than  15,000 
men;  and  it  is  probable  that  Beaure- 
gard's, indnding  the  sknlkers  who 
here  saw  ^lough  of  fighting  asnd  never 
rejwied  their  regiments,  was  barely, 
if  any  thing,  lees  than  this.** 

The  victory  was  dearly  ours ;  for 
we  had  the  field  and  the  dead;  but 
the  losses  were  fiurly  equalized,  while 
the  Bebels  had  the  spofl  of  our  camps 
— thou^  they  could  carry  off  but 
little  of  it — and  the  prisoners. 


Haj.  QesL  Halleck,  commanding 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi, 
left  St.  Louis  directly  after  receiving 
news  of  the  Shiloh  battles,**  and 
reached  Pittsburg  Landing  by  steam- 
boat two  or  three  days  thereafter. 
Meantime,  and  for  weeks  following, 
no  attempt  was  made  against  the 
Rebel  army  at  Corinth;  and,  though 
Gton.  Pope  arrived  from  Missouri  on 
tlie  22d,  with  a  reenforcement  of 
35,000  men,  even  Monterey  was  not 
occupied  by  us  till  the  1st  of  May, 
when  Gen.  Halleck's  army  had  been 


increased  by  accessions  from  various 
quarters  to  a  little  oVer  100,000  men. 
All  this  time,  and  afterward,  Qten. 
Beauregard  industriously  strengthen- 
ed his  works,  covering  Oorinth  with 
an  irr^ular  semicircle  of  intrendli- 
ments,  15  miles  long,  and  well-mount- 
ed  with  artillery;  destroying  the 
roads  and  bridges  beyond,  and  block- 
ing the  approaches  with  abatis.  Qen. 
Halleck  saw  fit  not  to  flank  these  finv 
midable  defenses,  but  to  overcome 
them  by  regular  and  necessarily  slow 
approadies,  involving  constant  and 
mutual  artillery  practice  and  pid^ 
fighting,  with  very  little  loss ;  three 
weeks  of  which  brou^t  our  neaa> 
est  batteries  within  three  miles  of 
Oorinth.**  A  reconnoissance  under 
Qea.  Paine  to  Farmington,"  five 
miles  K.  W.  of  Oorinth,  had  brou^t 
on  a  skirmish,  in  which  he  took  300 
prisoners,  striking  the  CSiarleston 
and  Memphis  Saih*oad  at  Glendale, 
three  miles  farther,  and  partially 
destroying  it ;  while  the  Ohio  road 
was  in  like  mftnner  broken  at  Purdy. 
OoL  Elliott,  with  two  regiments  <^ 
cavalry,  was  dispatched  on  the  night 
of  the  37th  to  flank  Oorinth  and  cut 
the  railroad  south  of  it,  so  as  to  in- 
tercept the  enemy's  supplies.     He 


•■  "  An  Impreflsed  New-Yorker,"  writing  of 
the  retreat  from  this  Rebel  victory^  says: 

M I  made  a  detour  from  the  road  on  which  the 
armj  waa  retreating,  that  I  might  travel  fiuter 
and  get  ahead  of  the  main  body.  In  this  ride  of 
twelre  miles  alongside  of  the  rented  army,  I 
saw  more  of  human  agony  and  woe  than  I  trust 
I  win  erer  again  be  called  to  witness.  The  re- 
treating host  wound  along  a  narrow  and  almost 
impassable  i^id,  extending  some  seyen  or  eight 
miles  in  length.  Here  was  a  long  line  of  wag^ 
ons  loaded  with  woonded,  piled  in  like  bags  of 
grain,  groaning  and  cursing ;  while  the  mules 
pfamged  on  in  mod  and  water  belly-deep^  the 
water  sometimes  oomhig  into  the  wagons.  Next 
came  a  straggling  regiment  of  infantry,  pressing 
OB  past  the  train  of  wagons;  then  a  stretcher 
bone  upon  the  shoulders  of  four  men,  carrying  a 
wounded  officer;  then  soldiers  staggering  along, 
^with  an  «rm  bn^ran  and  hanging  down,  or  other 


fearftd  wounds,  which  were  enough  to  destroy 
life.  And,  to  add  to  the  horrors  of  the  soeosy 
the  elements  of  heaven  marshaled  their  forces— 
a  fitting  accompaniment  of  the  tempest  of  human 
desolation  and  passion  whidi  was  raging.  A 
cold,  drizzling  rain  commenced  about  nightfall, 
and  soon  came  harder  and  &ster,  then  turned  to 
pitiless,  blinding  haiL  This  storm  raged  with 
unrelenting  violence  for  three  hours.  I  passed 
long  wagon-trains  filled  with  wounded  and  dv- 
ing  selctiiers,  without  even  a  blanket  to  shield 
them  from  the  driving  sleet  and  hail,  which  fell 
in  stones  as  large  as  partridge-eggs,  until  it  lay 
on  the  ground  two  inches  deqx 

'*Some  800  men  died  during  that  awfril  re- 
treat, and  their  bodies  were  thrown  out  to  mi^ 
room  fbr  others  who,  although  wounded,  had 
struggled  on  through  the  storm,  hewing  to  find 
shelter,  rest,  and  medical  care." 

••  April  19,  1862.     '•  May  81.      "  May  JL 
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Btruck  it  on  the  SOih,  at  Booneville, 
24  miles  from  Corinth,  in  the  midst 
of  an  unexpected  retreat  of  the  Bebel 
army,  which  had  commenced  on  the 
26th.  Beanregard  had  held  Corinth 
so  long  as  possible  against  Halleck's 
overwhelming  force,  and  had  com- 
menced its  evacuation  by  sending  off 
a  part  of  his  sick  and  wounded.  El- 
liott captured  20  cars,  laden  with 
small  arms,  ammunition,  stores,  bag- 
gage, &c.,  with  some  himdreds  of 
Confederate  sick,  whom  he  paroled, 
burning  the  engine  and  trains.  The 
evacuation  was  completed  during  the 
night  of  the  29th ;  the  Bebel  mus- 
ketry-firing having  ceased  at  9  a.  m. 
of  the  preceding  day.  Explosions 
and  fires  during  ihe  night  gave  plain 
intimations  of  the  enemy's  departure ; 
so  that  some  of  our  officers  in  the 
advance  rode  safely  into  town  at  6^ 
next  morning,  and  reported  no  enemy 
present.  Piles  of  provisions  were 
found  in  flames,  and  one  full  ware- 
house undamaged ;  but  never  a  gun. 
Beauregard  retreated  to  Tupelo,  pur- 
sued by  Gen.  Pope  so  far  as  Baldwin 
and  Guntown,  but  without  material 
results.  Our  army  was  disposed 
along  the  line  of  the  Memphis  and 
(Tharleston  Bailroad ;  which,  by  the 
falling  of  the  Tennessee  to  a  Summer 
stage,  had  become  its  line  of  supply. 


Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchel,  with  a  division 
of  Buell's  army,  had  left  Nashville 
simultaneously  with  his  conmiander, 
but  by  a  more  easterly  route,  advanc- 
ing through  Murfreesboro',  Shelby- 
ville,  Fayetteville,  to  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  which  he  surprised  at  day- 
light," capturing  17  locomotives  and 
a  large  numb^  of  passenger  and 
freight-cars,  beside  a  train  which  he 


had  taken,  with  159  prisoners,  two 
hours  before.  Thus  provided,  he  had 
uncontested  possession  of  100  miles 
of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  road 
before  night,  or  from  Stevenson  on 
the  east  to  Decatur  on  the  west; 
seizing  five  more  locomotives  at  Ste- 
venson, and  pushing  on  so  far  west 
as  Tuscumbia,  whence  he  sent  an 
expedition  so  far  south  as  Busselville, 
Ala.,  capturing  and  appropriating 
Confederate  property  on  all  hands, 
without  the  loss  of  a  life.  He  took^ 
Bridgeport,  Ala.,  with  a  force  of  five 
regiments,  by  striking  rapidly  and 
attacking  from  a  quarter  whence  he 
was  not  looked  for,  driving  out  a 
force  nearly  equal  in  number  to  his 
own,  with  a  loss  of  72  killed  and 
wounded,  350  prisoners,  and  2  guns ; 
while  his  own  loss  was  inconsiderable. 
He  was  soon  compelled,  by  the  gath- 
ering of  Bebel  forces  around  him,  to 
abandon  Tuscumbia  and  all  south 
of  the  Tennessee,  burning  the  railroad 
bridges  at  Decatur  and  Bridgeport, 
but  holding  firmly  and  peaceably  all 
of  Alabama  north  of  that  river.  Had 
he  been  even  moderately  reenforced, 
he  would  have  struck  and  probably 
could  have  destroyed  the  great  Bebel 
armories  and  founderies  in  Georgia, 
or  have  captured  Chattanooga;  which 
was  assailed,"  imder  his  orders,  by 
Qen.  Negley,  who  was  driven  off  by 
a  Bebel  force  under  Gen.  E.  Kirby 
Smith.  Mitchel's  activity  and  energy 
poorly  qualified  him  for  a  subordinate 
position  under  Buell ;  so  hejras  trans- 
ferred, in  June,  to  die  command  at 
Port  Boyal,  S.  C,  where  he  died.^ 
Gen.  Halleck  was  likewise  sunmion* 
ed'*  from  the  West  to  serve  as  G^n* 
eral-in-C3iief  at  Washington,  leaving 
G^n.  Grant  in  command  at  Corinth. 


•Aprils  '•April2».  '*Jun6«. 


^•0ct.ao. 
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IV. 


BTJENSIDE   IN  NOETH   CAROLINA. 


Gsir.  Ambbobs  £.  BuiofrsiDB  and 
C(Mn.  L.  M.  GoldBborough  led  an 
expedition,  which  had  in  good  part 
been  fitted  ont  in  New  York,  and 
which  left  Fortress  Monroe  at  the 
opening  of  the  year;^  and,  donb- 
ling  Cape  Henry,  moved  southward 
to  Hatteras  Inlet,  whose  defenses  had 
been  qnietly  held  by  our  troops  since 
their  capture  by  Qen.  Butler  and 
Com.  Stringham  five  months  before/ 
The  naval  part  of  this  expedition  con- 
sisted of  31  st!bam  gunboats,  mounts 
ing  94  guns;  the  military  of  arbout 
11,500  m^  mainly  fixwn  New  Eng- 
land, organized  in  three  brigades,  un- 
der Gens.  Foster,  Bono,  and  Parke, 
and  embarked  with  their  material  on 
some  30  to  40  steam  transports.  The 
van  of  the  expedition  reached  the 
entrance  of  the  Inlet  on  the  13th ; 
when  it  was  found  that,  though  care 
had  been  taken  to  select  or  obtain 
gunboats  of  such  draft  as  could  read- 
ily be  worked  over  the  bar  at  high 
water,  yet  a  large  proportion  of  the 
transports,  through  the  incompetence 
or  dishonesty  of  those  employed  to 
procure  them,  were  of  such  draft  as 
rendered  them  totally  unfit  for  this 
servioe.  Of  these,  the  propeller  Gty 
of  New  York,  600  tons,  heavily  laden 
with  rifles,  ammunition,  tents,  bed- 
ding, and  forage,  and  drawing  16  feet 
water,  when  the  greatest  depth  attain- 
aUe  on  the  bar  was  but  13,  grounded, 
of  oourse,  in  attempting  to.  pass  it;* 
when  the  sea  broke  ocxnpletely  over 
her  stem,  every  breaker  lifting  her, 
and  cauaing  her,  as  it  subsided,  to  set- 


tle stiU  deeper  in  the  sand,  until  she 
became  a  perfect  wreck — ^her  masts 
and  smoke-stack  cut  away,  her  crew, 
with  life-preservers  tied  about  them, 
lashed  to  the  rigging  to  save  them- 
selves from  being  washed  overboard 
by  each  succeeding  billow;  and  at 
last,  after  an  endurance  of  12  to  15 
hours,  the  raging  sea  b^an  to  lift 
the  deck  from  the  hull  with  every 
surge.  Ere  this,  her  fires  had  been 
extinguished,  her  boats,  all  but  one, 
filled  or  stove,  and  her  men  utterly 
exhausted  by  long  fasting  and  expo- 
sure to  the  cold  waves  which  broke 
over  them  continually ;  while  no  at- 
tention was  paid  from  the  fieet  to 
their  signal  of  distress,  or  even  their 
hail  to  the  S.  K.  Spaulding,  which 
passed  out  to  sea.  At  length,  two 
mechanics,  W.  H.  and  Charles  A. 
Beach,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  launched 
the  yawl,  and,  aided  by  engineer 
Wm.  Miller,  steward  Oteo.  Mason, 
and  Hugh  McCabe,  fireman,  pulled 
Buccesrfiilly  through  the  surf,  over  the 
bar,  to  the  fleet,  whence  boats  were 
at  once  dispatched  to  take  off  the  re- 
mainder of  the  crew,  who  were  speed- 
ily rescued.  The  vessel  and  cargo 
were  totally  lost ;  as  were  the  steam 
gunboat  Zouave,  the  transports  Lou- 
isiana and  Pocahontas,  and  two  or 
three  others.  Col.  J.  W.  Allen  and 
Surgeon  S.  F.  Weller,  9th  New  Je^ 
sey,  were  drowned*  by  the  upsetting 
of  their  small  boat  in  the  breakers,  as 
they  returned  to  the  transport  Ann 
£.  Thompson  from  reporting  the  ar- 
rival of  their  regiment  to  Gten.  Bum- 


>  Jan.  11-12,  1862. 
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side.  The  National  loss  in  precions 
time,  as  well  as  life  and  property,  by 
the  villainy  which  pabned  off  on  the 
Government  vessels  totally  unfit  for 
this  service,  can  hardly  be  overesti- 
mated. Two  or  three  weeks  of  des- 
perately hard  work  were  expended 
on  ^tting  over  snch  of  the  craft  as 
were  not  wrecked;  giving  the  alarmed 
Bebels  the  amplest  time  to  concen- 
trate and  fortify. 

At  length,  every  thing  being  in' 
readiness,  onr  fleet  moved  slowly  up 
Pamlico  and  Qroatan  Sonnds;*  the 
gonboats  in  advance  and  on  the 
flanks  of  the  transports,  formed  in 
three  columns,  each  headed  by  its  flag- 
ship, every  large  steamer  having  one 
or  two  schooners  in  tow,  with  the 
spaces  between  the  columns  kept 
carefully  clear,  and  all  moving  at  the 
regulated  pace  of  four  miles  per  hour. 
The  fleet  consisted  in  all  of  65  ves- 
sels, covering  a  space  about  two 
miles  square;  some  50  transports, 
mainly  schooners,  having  been  left 
at  the  Inlet  The  day  was  beautiful ; 
the  distance  made  about  28  miles, 
when  they  halted,  near  sunset,  still 
10  miles  from  the  southern  point  of 
BoANOKB  Island,  and  lay  uni^turbed 
through  the  bright,  moonlit  night. 

At  8  A.  M.,  the  signal  to  weigh  an- 
chor was  given.  At  11,  progress  was 
arrested,  near  the  south  point,  by  a 
storm ;  and  the  fleet  again  lay  at  an- 
chor till  next  morning,  when,  at  10 
A.  M.,  the  order  was  given  to  move 
forward,  and  the  gunboats  led  the 
way  through  the  narrow  passage 
known  as  Boanoke  Inlet,  into  Croa- 
tan  Sound,  driving  7  Bebel  gunboats 
before  them.  At  noon,  our  gunboats 
were  under  fire  of  the  chief  Eebel 
battery  on  the  Island,  known  as  Fort 


Bartow,  when  the  Bebel  gunboats 
halted  and  added  their  fire  to  that 
of  the  fort  A  line  of  piles  driven 
aerooB  the  channd  was  evidently  ex- 
pected to  obstruct  our  advance,  but 
proved  inadequate.  So(m,  our  soldier- 
crowded  transports  were  seen  swann- 
ing  through  tiie  Inlet,  and  prepara- 
tibns  were  made  for  landing  at 
Aahby's  Harbor,  two  miles  bdow 
the  fort,  which  had  now  been  set  on 
fire  hy  our  shelli.  The  fiames  were 
soon  checked,  however,  and  the  can- 
nonade on  bodi  sides  continued;  while 
the  Bebel  gunboats,  which  had  re- 
treated up  ^  Sound,  again  appeared 
and  engaged  our  fieet,  till  the  Cur- 
lew, their  fiagnahip,  wki^  struck  by  a 
100-pound  shell  from  the  Southfield, 
and  soon  enveloped  in  fiamea  The 
firing  was  ccmtinued  on  both  sides  till 
night,  without  serious  loss  in  men  on 
eiSier.  The  Bebel  barracks  in  the 
rear  of  <he  fort  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  their  remaining  gunboats 
compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  con- 
test All  our  transports  had  passed 
through  the  Inlet  and  ^ch<H^  by  4 
p.  M.,  when  debarkation  commenced 
under  the  fire  of  our  gunboats ;  and 
7,500  men  were  ashore,  and  most  of 
them  in  bivouac,  before  11  p.  x. 

The  Bebel  forces  in  that  region 
were  commanded  by  Brig.-Qen. 
Henry  A.  Wise,*  whose  headquar- 
ters were  at  Nag's  Head,  across 
Boanoke  Sound,  and  whose  f(m)es 
numbered  from  8,000  to  4,000;  but 
hardly  1,000  of  them  were  on  the 
Island  prior  to  the  approach  of  our 
fleet,  when  reenforoements  were  hur- 
ried over^  raising  the  number  of  its 
defenders  to  about  8,000.  OoLShaw, 
8th  North  Carolina,  was  in  immedi- 
ate command.    Fort  Bartow,  othe^ 


*  Pebruary  6. 


*  Ez-Qo7emor  of  Yirginia. 
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me  P(»rk  Foiat  batteiy,  wm  a  sob- 
gtantial  earthwork,  Btrengthened  by 
abatis  and  a  moat,  and  maantii^ 
10  gims ;  battery  Huger,  on  Weir's 
Point,  farther  north|  had  likewise 
10  gOBs;  battery  Blanchard,  mid- 
way, but  4.  The  swampy  nature  of 
the  approaches,  covered  with  thick- 
ets of  shrobe  and  bnshes,  was  counted 
on  to  bar  access  to  Fort  Bartow^save 
hy  a  causeway  road  completely  com- 
manded by  its  fire^ 


After  crouching  through  a  rainy 
night,  some  of  them  in  miry  bogs, 
our  soldiers  were  formed  and  led  on 
at  an  early  hour  of  the  morning/  A 
large  portion  of  the  Bebel  force  was 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  contest*  ^ 
ed  our  floundering  advance  througih 
the  bog  with  q>irit  and  effect  until 
near  10  a.  k.,  when  our  leading  regi^ 
ments  were  diose  under  the  fire  of  the 
fort.  They  had  by  this  time  found  it 
impossible  to  obey  the  orders  which 
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directed  them  to  flank  the  enemy  on 
either  side  of  the  swamp — ^the  abatis 
proving  at  most  places  impassable; 
and  it  was  resolved  to  chai^  over 
the  causeway  directly  in  firont.  This 
was  done  by  the  9th  New  York 
(Zonaves),  Col.  Bush  C.  Hawkins, 
the  51st,  Col.  Edward  Ferrero,  the 
23d  Massachusetts,  CoL  John  Eurtz, 
and  21st,  Lt.-Col.  A.  0.  Maggi.  The 
25th  and  27th  Massachusetts,  and 
10th  Connecticut,  Col.  Eussell,  were 
honorably  distinguished  in  the  at- 
tack. Col.  S.  was  killed ;  as  was  Lt.- 
CoL  Viguier  de  Monteuil,  53d  New 
York,  who  was  serving  as  a  volun- 
teer with  Hawkins's  Zouaves.  Lying 
down  to  receive  a  fire  of  grape  from 
the  Sebel  batteries,  part  of  the  51st 
New  York,  with  Hawkins's  Zouaves 
and  the  21st  Massachusetts,  instantly 
rose  and  rushed  over  the  Bebel  breast- 
works, chasing  out  their  defenders 
and  following  them  in  their  retreat ; 
securing,  by  their  impetuosity,  the 
capture  of  the  larger  number,  as  no 
time  was  given  for  their  escape  from 
the  Island.  Their  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  but  55;  but  among  the 
former  were  Capt.  O.  J.  Wise,  son  of 
the  Gleneral,  and  other  valuable  offi- 
cers; while  their  loss  in  prisoners  was 
not  far  from  2,700,  including  Cols. 
Shaw  and  Jordan,  Lt-Cols.  Fowle 
and  Price,  Majors  Fill,  Yates,  and 
Williamson.  Our  loss  in  the  bom- 
bardment and  assault  was  about  50 
killed  and  250  wounded.  All  the 
cannon,  small  arms,  munitions,  pro- 
visions, etc.,  on  the  Island,  were 
among  the  spoils  of  victory. 

Com.  Bowan,  with  14  gunboats, 
was  dispatched  next  evening  up 
Albemarle  Sound  and  Pasquotank 
river  in  pursuit  of  the  Bebel  gun- 


boats. He  found  them,  7  in  number, 
at  Elizabeth  City;  where,  after  a 
smart  fight,  they  were  set  on  fire  by 
their  crews  and  abandoned.  One  of 
them  was  captured,  the  others  de- 
stroyed. The  city  itself  was  likewise 
set  on  fire,  and  in  good  part  de- 
stroyed. Four  of  the  gunboats  were 
sent  thence  to  Edenton,  on  the  west 
end  of  Albemarle  Sound,  where  eight 
cannon  and  a  schooner  were  de- 
stroyed, and*  two  schooners,  with 
4,000  bushels  of  com,  captured. 

Com.  Rowan's  fiotilla  next  moved* 
five  miles  up  the  Chowan  river  to 
Winton,  Hereford  county,  upon  as- 
surances that  its  citizens  wished  to 
return  to  and  be  protected  by  the 
Union.  Their  reception  was  even 
warmer  than  they  had  expected.  On 
reaching  the  town,  they  were  saluted 
by  a  hailstorm  of  bullets,  which  con- 
strained them  to  fall  down  the  river 
for  the  night;  returning  next  morn- 
ing, the  vUlage  was  shelled  by  them 
imtiL  abandoned,  and  then  burnt 
'  Gen.  Bumside  next  concentrated 
his  forces  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  for  an 
attack  on  Newbern,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Neuse  and  Trent  rivers,  near 
Pamlico  Sound,  and  the  most  im- 
portant seaport  of  North  Carolina. 
Com.  Goldsborough  having  been  re- 
lieved, Conunander  Bowan  directed 
the  fieet.  Leaving  Hatteras  in  the 
morning,*  the  expedition  came  to 
about  sunset  at  Slocum's  creek,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  18  miles 
below  Newbem,  where  a  landing 
was  effected  next  morning,  and  the 
troops  pushed  forward,  so  fast  as 
ready,  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  Bebel  defenses;  the  gunboats 
moving  up  the  river  in  advance  of 
the  troops,  and  shelling  the   road 
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whereon  they  marched.  "So  resist- 
anee  was  encoimtered  by  land ;  but 
die  fleet  found  the  channel  of  the 
Neuse  obstructed,  half  way  up,  by 
24  vessels  sunk  in  the  channel,  sey- 
eral  torpedoes,  and  a  number  of  iron- 
pointed  spars  firmly  planted  in  the 
bed  and  inclined  down  stream,  under 
water,  after  the  manner  of  the  snags 
of  the  Mississippi.  These  obstruc- 
tions were  speedily  removed  or  sur- 
mounted ;  while  two  or  three  batteries 
along  the  bank  were  successively 
silenced  by  a  few  shots  from  our  flag- 
ship Delaware.  The  fleet  halted  for 
the  night  nearly  abreast  of  the  army ; 
which  had  had  a  hard  day's  work, 
drawing  its  gxms  through  the  deep 
clay  of  the  roads,  sodden  with  several 
days'  rain ;  and  the  men  sank  on  the 
ground  at  night  around  their  pitch- 
pine  fires  to  enjoy  a  drenching  from 
the  freshly  pouring  skies. 

A  dense  fog  covered  land  and 
water  next  morning,*"  as  our  fieet, 
having  safely  passed  the  obstructions, 
steamed  up  past  Forts  Thompson  and 
Ellis ;  which,  after  firing  a  few  shots, 
were  hastily  evacuated,  a  shell  from 
one  of  the  gunboats  having  exploded 
the  magazine  of  the  latter.  Fort 
Lane,  the  last  and  strongest  defense 
of  Newbem  on  the  water,  was  more 
carefully  approached,  in  expectation 
of  a  sanguinary  struggle;  but  it  had 
by  this  time  been  likewise  evacuated, 
in  deference  to  the  successes  of  our 
army ;  and  our  fleet  steamed  directly 
up  to  the  wharves,  shelling  the  d^p6t 
and  track  whereby  the  Rebels  were 
escaping  from  the  city. 

The  Rebel  defenses  consisted  of  a 
well  constructed  breastwork,  running 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Neuse 
across  the  railroad  to  an  impenetra- 


ble swamp  which  connects  Newborn 
with  Morehead  City,  with  a  battery 
of  18  heavy  guns  next  the  river, 
several  redoubts,  all  of  them  well 
moxmted,  3  batteries  of  field  artil- 
lery, and  8  raiments  of  infantry, 
numbOTing  about  5,000  men,  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Louis  O'B.  Branch. 
Our  guns  were  few  and  light,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  landing  and 
dragging  heavier. 
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Gen.  Bumside  was  on  the  alert  at 
6  A.  M.,  and  by  7  had  his  forces  in 
motion.  Moving  up  to  within  short 
range  of  the  enemy's  intrenchments, 
his  men  were  formed  in  order  of  bat- 
tle, and  opened  fire  along  their  en- 
tire front ;  the  ground  being  swampy 
on  the  left,  and  elsewhere  cut  up  by 
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gnlUeB  and  ravinefl  which  opened 
toward  the  enemy,  affording  no  pro- 
tection jfrom  hifl  fire.  The  naval  bat- 
tery was  in  onr  center,  Gen.  Reno's 
brigade  on  the  right,  Gen.  Parke's  in 
the  center,  and  Gen.  Foster's  on  the 
left;  and  the  regiments  most  effective 
at  Boanoke  were  all  honorably  dis- 
tingnished  here,  as  were  the  4th  and 
6th  Rhode  Island,  the  8th  and  11th 
Connecticut,  9th  New  Jersey,  and 
61st  Pennsylvania.  There  was,  of 
course,  a  great  disparity  of  numbers 
— ^probably  three  to  one — ^but  this 
was  in  effect  a  contest  wherein  infan- 
try were  required  to  charge  and  carry 
strong  intrenchments,  well  provided 
with  artillery.  The  loss  was  naturally 
much  the  greater  on  our  side.  Af- 
ter an  hour's  sharp  fighting,  the  21st 
Hassachusetts,  Col.  Clark,  accom- 
panied by  Gen.  Reno,  was  ordered 
forward  on  a  double-quick,  and  went 
over  the  Rebel  breastworks.  It  was 
immediately  charged  by  two  Rebel 
r^ments,  and  repulsed;  when  Capt. 
Eraser,  being  wounded,  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  soon  captured  his  guard 
and  escaped.  The  4th  l^iode  Island, 
disliking  its  position  in  front  of  a 
Rebel  battery  of  6  guns,  well  backed 
by  a  fire  ftom  rifle-pits,  next  at- 
tempted a  charge,  and  carried  the 
battery  at  double-quick ;  finding  an 
entrance  between  a  brick-yard  and 
the  parapet.  Once  inside,  the  Colonel 
formed  his  right  wing  in  line,  and 
charged  down  upon  the  guns  at  full 
speed,  capturing  the  entire  battery, 
routing  its  supports,  and  planting  hJs 
flag  on  the  parapet.  The  6th  Rhode 
Island  and  8th  and  11th  Connecticut 
immediately  rushing  up,  our  triumph 
at  that  point  was  secure. 

Gen.  Reno,  on  our  right,  seeing 
that  he  was  losing  heavily  firom  the 


Rebel  battery  in  his  front,  called  up 
his  reserve  regiment,  the  5l8t  Penn- 
sylvania, CoL  EEartranft,  and  ordered 
a  charge,  in  which  the  2l8t  and  24th 
Massachusetts,  6lBt  New  York,  and 
9th  New  Jersey  participated.  Its 
success  was  complete ;  and  the  whole 
line  of  Rebel  works  was  very  soon  in 
our  hands. 

The  enemy  were  now  in  full  flight ; 
and  Gen.  Bumside  ordered  an  ad- 
vance on  their  track,  which  was  led 
by  Gen.  Foster ;  but  the  speed  of  the 
fugitives  was  inimitable,  and,  when 
our  van  reached  the  bank  of  the 
Trent,  opposite  Newbem,  they  found 
that  city  on  fire  in  seven  different 
places ;  the  splendid  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Trent  a  sheet  of  fiame,  hav- 
ing been  fired  by  a  scow-load  of  tur- 
pentine, drifted  against  it;  and  the 
Rebel  troops,  with  all  the  locomotives 
and  cars  in  and  about  Newbem,  on 
their  way  inland  toward  Goldsboro'. 
The  wind  suddenly  lulling,  the  fires 
were  soon  extinguished  by  sailors 
from  our  fleet;  but  the  railroad 
bridge,  market-house,  and  about  a 
dozen  other  structures,  were  burned. 
Our  captures  at  the  Rebel  intrench- 
ments and  in  the  city  included  69 
cannon,  two  steamboats,  large  quan- 
tities of  munitions  and  stores,  with 
some  500  prisoners.  Our  total  loss 
was  about  100  killed  and  500  wound- 
ed: the  former  including  Lt.-Col. 
Henry  Merritt,  23d  Massachusetts, 
Adjt.  Frazer  A.  Steams,  of  the  21st, 
Maj.  Charles  W.  Le  Gendre  and 
Capt.  D.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  5lBt, 
and  Capt.  Charles  Tillinghast,  of  the 
4th  Rhode  Island.  The  Rebel  loss, 
beside  prisoners,  hardly  exceeded 
200,  including  Maj.  Carmichael, 
killed,  and  CoL  Avery,  captured. 

Gen.  Bumside,  having  undisturbed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70BT    KAOON   TAKIH— FIGHT   IfBAB    SOUTH   ICILLS. 


n 


foeBem<m  of  Kewbeni,  wmt  Gen. 
Parlra"  with  his  brigade,  3,500  s^ng, 
aoothweetward  to  the  eoast,  where 
he  ooenpied^  Morehead  City  with- 
out reBifltanoe;  as  also  the  more  im- 
portant Tillage  of  Beaufort,  across 
the  inlet  known  as  Newport  river; 
and  proceeded  to  invest  FoBrMAOoisr, 
a  regular  fortress  of  great  cost  and 
strength,  seized  bj  Gk)v.  Ellis  before 
the  secession  of  the  State.^  This 
work  stands  on  an  kland,  or  rather 
oeean  sand-bank,  whence  it  looks  off 
on  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  com- 
mands the  entrance  to  tlie  Kewport 
rirer.  It  is  approached  from  the 
land  with  much  difficulty,  but  was 
soon  invested,  and  a  regolar  siege 
eommenced,**  its  pickets  driven  in, 
and  a  good  position  for  siege-gmis 
oibtained  within  fair  distance,  while 
the  fleet  menaced  it  <m  the  side  of 
the  oeean.  All  being  at  length  in 
readiness,  fire  was  opened'*  from  a 
breaching  battery  at  1,100  feet  dis- 
tance, with  flanking  mortars  behind 
BUid-banks  at  1,400  yards ;  the  fleet 
also,  consisting  of '  three  gunboats 
and  a  bark,  steamed  around  in  a 
dnde,  after  the  fashion  inaugurated 
by  Dupont  at  Port  Boyal,  and  fired 
'  as  they  sev^-ally  came  opposite  the 
fort,  until  the  roughness  of  the  sea 
compelled  them  to  desist.  The  land 
batteries  were  kept  at  worik  until 
late  in  the  afternoon ;  when,  7  of  the 
garrison  being  killed,  18  wounded, 
and  most  of  the  available  guns  dis- 
mounted, CoL  White  raised  the  white 
flag,  and  next  morning  surrendered 
his  garrison  of  500  men,  with  the 
fort  and  all  it  contamed  F(»rt  Ma- 
con was  among  the  flrst  of  the  im- 
portant f<H*tresses  of  the  old  Union, 
^diidi,  having  beffli  sdzed  by  the 


Bebels,  was  repossessed  by  the  Be* 
publia 

Meantime,  Washington,  Plymouth, 
and  some  other  towns  on  the  coast, 
were  quietly  occupied  by  our  forces, 
which  ascended  the  Ohowan  river 
without  serious  resistanoe  so  far  as 
Wilton. 

Geo.  Seno  was  dispatched  by 
GteiL  Bumside  from  Newbem  to 
Boanoke  Idand,  whence  his  brigade 
was  conveyed  up  Albemarle  Sound 
to  within  three  miles  of  Elizabeth 
Oity,  where  it  was  disembarked 
daring  the  night'*  and  pushed  north- 
ward,  with  intent  to  intercept  a 
Bebel  force  known  to  be  about  leav- 
ing Elizabeth  Citj  for  Norfolk ;  but 
CoL  Hawkins  of  the  9th  New  York 
(2iOuaves),  who  had  1^  advance, 
mistook  his  road,  and  marched  ten 
miles  out  of  the  way ;  so  that,  on 
retracing  his  steps,  and  gaining  the 
right  road,  his  men  were  intensely 
fa^tigued,  and  he  in  the  rear  of  the 
main  coliunn.  The  anticipated  sur- 
prise proved  a  foilure;  and,  at  a 
point  nearly  20  miles  inland,  within 
a  mile  and  a  half  of  South  Mills, 
our  weary,  overmarched  men,  who 
had  been  nearly  24  hours  on  their 
feet,  were  confit)nted  by  a  leas  nu» 
merous  Bebel  force,  very  strongly 
posted  in  woods  flanked  by  swamps, 
and  with  a  large  clearing  in  their 
front;  upon  entering  which,  they 
were  saluted  by  a  fire  of  grape,  weU 
supported  by  musketry,  whereby  a 
gallant  but  rashly  ordered  charge  of 
tiie  Zouaves  was  repulsed  with  con- 
siderable  loss.  The  position  was 
soon  flanked  by  our  superior  num- 
bers, and  the  Bebels  compelled  to 
draw  off,  leaving  nothmg  on  the 
fleld   but   a   very   few    dead    and* 
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wounded.  We  lost  15  killed,  inclu- 
ding Adjutant  Ghulsden,  of  the 
Zouaves,  and  98  wounded,  which 
was  probably  more  than  the  loss  of 
the  Rebels.  Qten.  Beno  gave  his 
men  .six  hours'  much  needed  rest 
on  the  battle-field,  and  then  returned 
to  his  boats,  being  under  peremptory 
orders  to  do  so.  He  was  obliged  to 
leave  behind  14  of  his  more  severely 
wounded.  As  Oamden  Court  Hoase 
was  the  only  village  traversed  by 
Qen.  Eeno  on  his  advance,  this  en- 
gagement has  been  sometimes  desig- 
nated the  battle  of  Camden. 

By  this  time,  Bumside's  division, 
which  had  at  no  time  exceeded 
16,000  men,  had  become  so  widely 
dispersed,  and  had  so  many  import- 
ant points  to  guard,  that  its  offensive 
efficiency  was  destroyed;  and  very 
little  more  of  moment  occurred  in 
his  department,  until  he  was  ordered 
by  telegraph  from  Washington"  to 
hasten  with  all  the  force  he  could 
collect  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  he 
arrived  three  days  afterward. 

G^n.  Foster  was  left  in  command 
of  the  department  of  North  Caro- 
lina, with  a  force  barely  sufficient  to 
hold  the  important  positions  left  him 
by  Gen.  Bumside,  until  late  in  the 
AutmnUj  when,  having  been  consid- 
erably reenforced  by  new  regiments, 
mainly  from  Massachusetts,  he  re- 
solved to  assume  the  offensive.  He 
led  one  expedition  from  Washington," 
through  Williamston  to  Hamilton, 
on  the  Boanoke,  where  he  expected 
to  find  and  destroy  some  iron-clads 
in  process  of  construction ;  but  there 
were  none.  Pushing  thence  inland," 
in  the  direction  of  Tarboro',  he  ad- 
vanced to  within  ten  miles  of  that 
^ace,    expecting   to  surround  and 


capture  three  Bebel  regiments  who 
had  there  been  stationed;  but  by 
this  time  a  fiEur  superior  Bebel  force 
had,  by  means  of  telegraphs  and 
railroads,  been  concentrated  at  that 
point,  and  he  wisely  retreated  with- 
out molestation  .or  loss,  other  than 
that  inflicted  by  the  rain,  sleet,  and 
deep  mud  through  which  the  retreat 
was  effected.  The  liberation  of 
several  hundred  slaves  was  the  chief 
result  of  this  expedition. 

A  'few  weeks  later,  G^d.  Foster, 
with  a  considerably  larger  force — all 
that  he  could  collect — set  out  tram 
Newbem**  on  a  march  directly  in- 
land, intending  to  reach  and  destroy 
the  important  railroad  junction  at 
Goldsboro'.  He  encountered  no  im- 
pediments, save  from  trees  felled 
across  the  road,  until  he  reached 
South-west  creek,  where  the  bridge 
had  been  destroyed,  and  a  regiment 
was  found  posted  on  the  opposite 
bank,  supporting  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery. These  were  driven  off  by  a 
charge  of  the  9th  New  Jersey,  and 
1  gun  captured ;  when,  after  two  or 
three  more  skirmishes,  Foster  ad- 
vanced" to  within  a  mile  of  Kinston ; 
where  he  encountered  a  considera- 
ble Bebel  force  under  Gen.  Evans, 
strongly  posted  between  the  Neuse 
and  a  deep  swamp,  whence  they 
were  driven  after  a  short  but  sharp 
fight,  and  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse 
saved,  though  it  had  been  fired  by 
the  ftigitives,  of  whom  400  were 
taken  prisoners.  Evans  fled  through 
and  abandoned  the  town;  but  re- 
formed two  miles  beyond  it,  and 
continued  his  retreat,  before  Foster 
could  bring  his  artillery  over  the 
injured  bridge  and  attack  him. 

Qten,  Foster,  having  bewildered  the 


"  July  4,  1862. 


"  Nov.  3, 


»  Not.  6. 


*  Bea  11.  "  Sunday,  lilih. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GBN.    BUTLEB    OK   A    SEOBBT    EXPBDITION. 


81 


enemj  by  feints  in  different  direc- 
tions, advanced"  directly  on  Golds- 
boro' ;  but  did  not  reach  that  point, 
because  of  a  concentration  in  his  front 
of  more  than  double  his  force,  under 
Maj.-Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,"  with  regi- 
ments drawn  frcwn  Petersburg  on  the 
one  hand,  and  Wilmington  on  the 
oth^r  ;  but  the  Wilmington  and  Wel- 
don  Sailroad  bridge  over  the  Neuse 
was  fired  by  Lt.  Geo.  W.  Graham, 
28d  New  York  battery,  after  several 
who  attempted  the  daring  feat  had 
been  picked  off  by  the  Bebel  sharp- 


shooters. The  bridge  being  de- 
stroyed, Gen.  Foster  commenced  a 
rapid  retreat  on  Newborn,  which  he 
effected  without  difficulty.  His  total 
loss  in  this  expedition  was  90  killed, 
(including  Col.  Gray,  96th  New 
York,  while  charging  at  the  head  of 
his  regiment  at  Kinston  bridge),  478 
wounded,  and  9  missing.  Smith's 
official  report  admits  a  Bebel  loss  of 
71  killed,  268  wounded,  and  about 
400  missing.  Gen.  Foster  paroled 
496  prisoners.  Thus  closed  the  year 
1862  in  North  Carolina. 


NEW  OELEANS  AND  THE  GULP. 


Gen.  Benjamih  F.  Butleb,  having, 
after  the  capture*  of  Fort  Hatteras, 
returned  to  the  North  to  find  him- 
self an  officer  without  soldiers  or  em- 
ployment, sought  and  obtaiaed  per- 
mission from  the  War  Department  to 
raise,  in  the  New  England  States,  six 
regiments  of  volunteers  for  special 
and  confidential  service.  This  un- 
dertaking involved  fitful  collisions 
with  the  general  efforts  then  being 
made  by  the  authorities  of  all  the 
States  to  raise  troops  for  service  un- 
der Gen.  McClellan;  and  Gen.  B. 
was  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  thus 
colliding  with  Gov.  Andrew,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, from  which  State  he  nat- 
urally expected  the  larger  number  of 
his  troops.  But  his  indefatigable  en- 
ergy and  activity  at  length  triumphed 
over  all  impediments;  he  having 
meantime  been  appointed,  in  facili- 
tation of  his  enterprise,  commander 
of  a  new  military  department  com- 
posed of  the  six  New  England  States, 


with  his  headquarters  at  Boston. 
When  his  6,000  men  had  been  ftilly 
raised,  and  part  of  them  dispatched, 
under  Gen.  J.  "W.  Phelps,  to  Ship 
Island,  he  was  stopped  for  a  season 
by  the  lowering  aspects  of  our  rela- 
tions with  England,  consequent  on 
the  seizure  of  Mason  and  Slidell; 
whose  ultimate  surrender  he  pro- 
foundly deprecated,  believing  that  a 
war  waged  against  us  by  Great  Brit- 
ain would  double  our  effective  mili- 
tary strength,  while  paralyzing  that 
of  the  Rebellion,  by  the  spectacle  of 
hostilities  waged  against  us  in  our 
extremity  by  that  nation,  which  very^ 
many,  alike  in  the  North  and  in  the 
South,  regarded  as  our  hereditary  foe. 
The  substitution"  of  Mr.  Edwin  M. 
Stanton  for  Gen.  Simon  Cameron,  as 
head  of  the  "War  Department,  caused 
some  further  delay,  during  which  an 
order  was  once  issued  to  send  Gen. 
Butler's  troops  from  Fortress  Monroe 
to  Port  Royal ;  but  it  was,  on  his  re- 
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monstrance,  annulled  before  it  bad 
been  acted  on. 

Ship  Island  is  one  of  qnite  k  nmn- 
ber  of  inconsiderable  tond-bars  which 
barely  rise  above  the  level  of  the  Gnlf 
between  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Bay  of  Mobile.  Itisacconnted 
7  miles  long  by  three-fonrths  of  a  mile 
in  width,  though  its  size,  as  well  as  its 
shape,  is  usually  altered  by  each  vio- 
lent inland-driving  storm.  It  has  a 
good  harbor  at  its  western  end,  with 
groves  of  pine  and  stunlied  oak  at 
the  far  east ;  while  fresh  vt^ter  is  ob- 
tained in  plenty  by  sinking  a  barrel 
in  the  sand.  Oysters  and  fish  abound 
in  the  encircling  waters ;  while  the 
climate  in  Winter  is  soft,  sunny,  and 
tropical.  New  Orleans  bears  66  miles 
W.  S.  W. ;  the  mouth  of  Mobile  Bay 
60  miles  E.  K  E. ;  the  mouths  of  the 
,  Mississippi  from  90  to  110  S.  S.  W.  ; 
■while  Biloxi,  on  the  Mississippi  coast, 
is  but  10  miles  due  north.  Here 
Gen.  Phelps  and  his  brigade,  having 
landed  early  in  December,  spent  the 
Winter  in  very  necessary  drilling ;  the 
General  having  signalized  his  advent 
by  issuing '  an  elaborate  proclamation 
to  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  South- 
west, declaring  Slavery  incompati- 
ble with  fi*ee  institutions  and  free 
labor,  and  its  overthrow  the  end  and 
aim  of  our  Government — a  declara- 
tion most  unlikely  to  increase  the 
number  of  White  loyal  citizens  at 
that  time  and  in  that  quarter,  while 
pretty  certain  to  be  carefully  kept 
from  the  knowledge  of  most*  others. 
Its  first  result  was  a  feeling  of  amaze- 
ment and  dissatisfaction  among  a  part 
of  Gen.  Phelps's  subordinates ;  while 
a  single  copy,  taken  to  the  Missis- 
tdppi  shore,  and  dispensed  to  the  first 
comer,  wag  there  eagerly  diffused  and 


employed  to  arouse  and  embitter  faos^ 
tility  to  the  Union. 

Mobile  had  been  generally  guessed 
the  object  of  G^n.  Butler's  mysteri- 
ous expedition,  whose  destination 
was  not  absolutely  fixed  even  in  the 
councils  of  its  authors.  An  effort  to 
reannex  Texas  had  been  considered, 
if  not  actually  contemplated.  It  was 
finally  decided,  in  a  conference  be- 
tween Secretary  Stanton  and  Gen. 
Butler,  that  a  resolute  attempt  should 
be  made  on  New  Orkans;  and 
though  Gen.  McCIellan,  when  re- 
quested to  give  his  opinion  of  the 
feasibility  of  the  enterprise,  reported 
that  it  could  not  be  prudently  under- 
taken with  a  less  force  than  50,000 
men,  while  all  that  could  be  spared 
to  Gen.  Butler  was  15,000,  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  after  hearing  all  sides, 
gave  judgment  for  the  prosecution. 
A  fortnight  later.  Gen.  Butler  .went 
home  to  superintend  the  embarkation 
of  the  residue  of  his  New  England 
troops,  8,500  in  number,  2,200  being 
already  on  ship-board,  beside  2,000, 
under  Phelps,  at  the  Island.  Three 
excellent  Western  regiments  were 
finally  spared  him  from  Baltimore 
by  G^  McCIellan,  swelling  his  force 
on  paper  to  14,400  infantry,  580  ar- 
tillery, 275  cavalry;  total,  15,255 
men,  to  which  it  was  calculated  that 
Key  West  might  temporarily  add 
two  regiments,  and  Fort  Pickens  an- 
other, raising  the  aggregate  to  nearly 
18,000.  It  in  fact  amounted,  when 
collected  at  Ship  Island,  to  13,700. 

G«n.  Butler  set  out  from  Hamp- 
ton Beads,*  in  the  steamship  Mis- 
sissippi, with  his  staff,  his  wife,  and 
1,400  men.  The  next  night,  the  ship 
barely  escaped  wreck  on  a  shoal  off 
Hatteras  Inlet ;  and  the  next  day  was 
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ran  liard  wpoa  the  rocks  five  mfles 
from  land,  off  Cape  Fear,  whfle  going 
at  fnll  spee^  Her  Captain,  be- 
wilder^, gaye  the  order  to  let  go  the 
bow  anchor,  when  she  instantly  drove 
npon  its  fluke,  piercing  her  forward 
compartments  and  letting  in  a  delnge 
of  water.  An  honr  later,  she  was 
hard  and  fast  npon  Frying  Pan 
Shoals,  one  compartment  filled  to  the 
water-line,  and  her  forward  berths 
afloat,  her  Oaptain  manifestly  incom« 
potent,  and  now  nearly  distracted. 
The  coast  in  sight  was  strongly  held 
by  the  enemy,  whose  horse  patrol 
conld  be  descried  from  the  ship; 
and  any  C!onfederate  cruiser,  darting 
out  from  Cape  Fear  river,  would 
have  found  the  steamship  and  all  on 
board  an  easy  prey.  An  ordinary 
eqnall  would  very  soon  have  broken 
trp  the  vessel  and  strewed  her  wreck 
along  the  sands. 

Toward  noon,  a  steamer  hove  in 
sight,  which,  cautiously  approaching, 
proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  gunboat 
Mount  Vernon,  of  the  squadron 
blockading  Wilmington.  Her  com- 
mander, O.  S.  Glisson,  came  on 
board,  and  placed  his  vessel  at  the 
service  of  Gen.  Butler.  A  hawser 
from  the  Mount  Yemon  was  attached 
to  the  Mississippi,  and  many  fruitless 
attempts  made  to  drag  her  off.  Three 
hundred  of  the  soldiers  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mount  Vernon ;  shells 
were  thrown  overboard;  and  every 
device  known  to  nautical  experience 
tried  to  move  the  imperiled  ship — 
all  in  vain.  As  the  sun  went  down, 
the  wind  rose,  and  the  waves  swelled, 
till  the  huge  ship  began  to  roll  and 
beat  upon  the  rocks,  the  danger  of 
wreck  constantly  increasing.  At 
length,  just  after  7  p.  m.,  and  when 
the  tide  was  within  an  hour  of  flood, 


she  moved  forward  a  few  feet  and 
was  fairly  afloat;  slowly  following 
the  •  piloting  Mount  Vernon — ^the 
lead  for  a  whole  hour  showing  but 
six  indies  of  water  under  her  keeL 
At  midnight,  both  came  to  anchor  in 
the  Cape  Fear,  and  were  next  morn- 
ing, which  was  cahn,  on  their  way 
to  Port  Royal,  where  the  Mississippi 
was  unladen  and  repaired ;  but  was 
run  aground  again  while  moving 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor. 
The  Captain  wjw  now  deposed,  Act- 
ing-Master Sturgis,  of  the  Mount 
Vernon,  appointed  to  his  place ;  the 
troops  once  more  debarked,  and  the 
ship  pulled  into  deep  water  by  the 
help  of  all  the  tugs  in  port.  She 
again  put  to  sea  March  18th,  having 
been  eleven  days  in  the  port;  and 
seven  tnore  brought  her  safely  in 
sight  of  Ship  Island ;  where  so  heavy 
a  gale  was  blowing  that  landing 
troops  was  for  two  days  impossible. 
It  was  the  36th  of  March  when — 30 
days  from  Hampton  Eoads — they 
were  debarked  on  that  desolate  sand- 
bank ;  where  Gen.  Butler  was  soon 
deep  in  consultation  with  Captains 
Farragut  and  Bailey,  of  the  Navy, 
as  well  as  with  his  military  associates. 
Of  these,  Lt.  Godfrey  Weitzel,  who 
had  for  two  years  been  stationed  at 
Fort  St.  Philip,  and  who  had  trav- 
ersed all  the  adjacent  country, 
duck-shooting,  was  able  to  give  the 
fullest  and  most  valuable  informa- 
tion. Gen.  Butler  made  him  his 
chief  engineer. 

It  was  decided  that  the  flrst  attack 
on  the  forts  defending  the  passage  of 
the  Mississippi  below  New  Orleans 
should  be  made  by  the  fleet ;  Capt 
Porter,  with  his  21  bomb-schooners, 
anchoring  below  them  and  bombard- 
ing them  till  they  should  be  reduced. 
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or  his  ammnnition  nearlj  exhausted. 
Capt.  Farragut,  with  his  larger  and 
stronger  vessels,  would  remain  just 
out  of  fire  as  a  reserve,  awaiting  the 
issue  of  the  bombardment.  That 
failing,  he  should  attempt  with  his 
steamers  to  run  by  the  forts.  If  he 
succeeded  in  this,  he  would  try  to 
clear  the  river  of  the  enemy's  fleet, 
isolate  the  forts,  and  push  on  so  far 
as  circumstances  should  dictate.  Gen. 
Butler,  so  soon  as  Capt.  Farragut 
had  passed,  was  to  land  his  troops 
from  their  transpoAs  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  and  attempt  to  carry 
it  by  assault ;  while  the  enemy,  sup- 
posing the  swamps  in  that  quarter 
impassable,  should  be  entirely  absorb- 
ed in  his  contest  with  the  fleet.  The 
forts  being  thus  reduced,  the  whole 
expedition  would  advance  upon  the 
dty,  in  such  manner  as  should  then 
seem  expedient.  Gen.  Butler  en- 
gaged to  have  6,000  men  embarked  on 
transports  and  ready  for  service  in 
seven  days;  Capt  Farragut  sailing 
at  once  for  the  mouths  of  the  river, 
to  prepare  his  fleet  for  action. 

The  troops  were  formed  into  three 
brigades,  under  Gens.   Phelps  and 


*The  New  Orleans  journals,  frequently 
brought  over  from  Bilozi,  bristled  with  such 
awe-inspiring  |>aragraph3  as  the  following: 

"  The  Mississippi  is  fortified  so  as  to  be  Im- 
passable for  any  hostile  fleet  or  flotilla,  forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip  are  armed  with  170 
heavy  guns  (63-pounder8,  rifled  by  Barkley 
Britton,  and  received  from  England).  The  navi- 
gation of  tl»e  river  Is  stopped  by  a  dam  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  above  forts.  No  flo- 
tilla on  earth  could  force  that  dam  In  less 
than  two  hours;  during  which  it  would  be  with- 
in short  and  cross  range  of  170  guns  of  the 
heaviest  caliber,  many  of  which  would  be  serv- 
ed with  red-hot  shot ;  numerous  furnaces  for 
-which  have  been  erected  In  every  fort  and  bat- 
tery. 

"  In  a  day  or  two,  we  shall  have  ready  two 
iron-cased  floating  batteries.  The  plates  are  4i 
inches  thick,  of  the  best  hammered  iron,  receiv- 
ed from  England  and  Franca  Each  iron-cased 
battery  will  mount  twenty  68-pounders,  placed 
gp  as  to  Bldm  the  water,  and  strike  the  enemy's 


Williams,  and  CoL  Shepley ;  100  car- 
penters detailed  to  make  scaling-lad- 
ders ;  100  boatmen  to  fnanage  the  30 
boats  which  were  to  make  their  way 
through  the  reedy  creeks  and  marshes 
to  the  rear  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  On 
the  sixth  day^  7  regiments  and  2  bat- 
teries were  embarked,  awaiting  the 
word  to  move  from  Capt.  Farragut ; 
but  high  winds  and  low  tides  ob- 
structed the  movements  of  the  fleet; 
several  of  the  larger*  vessels  being 
many  days  in  getting  over  the  bar ;  so 
that  Gen.  Butler  was  obliged  to  disem- 
bark his  troops  and  wear  out  another 
fortnight  as  patiently  as  he  might. 

Meantime,  the  Rebels  alongshore, 
who  had  by  this  time  become  satis- 
fied that  New  Orleans  was  aimed  at, 
resorted  to  the  expedients  which  had 
proved  eflfective  with  most  of  our 
commanders  up  to  that  time,  and 
which  stood  them  in  good  stead  with 
several  for  many  months  afterward. 
Having  been  compelled  nearly  to  de- 
plete the  Gulf  region  of  soldiers  in 
order  to  make  head  against  Grant 
and  Buell  on  the  Tennessee,  they 
supplied  their  places  with  imaginary 
regiments  and  batteries  *  in  generous 


hull  between  wind  and  water.  We  have  an 
abundant  supply  of  incendiary  shells,  cupola 
furnaces  for  molten  iron,  congreve  rockets,  and 
firo-ships. 

"  Between  New  Orleans  and  the  forts,  there  is 
a  constant  succession  of  earthworks.  At  tiie 
Plain  of  Chalmette,  near  Janin*s  property,  there 
are  redoubts,  armed  with  rifled  cannon  whidi 
have  been  found  to  be  ofifbctive  at  five  miles' 
ranfi^.  A.  ditch  30  feet  wide  and  20  deep  ex- 
tends from  the  Mississippi  to  La  Ciprione.  In 
Ports  St.  Philip  and  Jackson,  there  are  3,000 
men ;  of  whom  a  goodly  portion  are  experienced 
artillery-men  and  gunners  who  have  served  in 
the  navy. 

"At  Now  Orleans  itself,  we  have  32,000  in- 
fantry, and  as  many  more  quartered  iu  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood.  In  discipline  and  drill, 
they  are  far  superior  to  the  Yankees.  We  have 
two  very  able  and  active  Generals,  who  possess 
our  entire  confidence — Qen.  Mansfield  Lovell  and 
Brig.-Gen.  Ruggles.  For  Commodore,  we  have 
old  HoUins — a  Nelson  in  his  way." — K  0.  PicO' 
yime,  April  6, 1862. 
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profoslon ;  but  tlieee  were  not  the 
forces  required  to  paralyze  sueh  com- 
manders as  Butler  and  Farragut.  At 
length,*  the  joyful  tidings  reached 
the  former  from  the  latter  that  his 
fleet  was  all  over  the  bar,  reloaded, 
and  ready  for  action;  and  that  he 
hoped  to  move  up  the  river  next  day. 
Two  days  later,  Gen.  Butler,  with 
his  8,000  troops,  was  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river. 

New  Orleans,  situated  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  100  miles 
above  its  mouths,  with  the  large 
sheet  of  water  known  as  Lake  Pont- 
chartrain  closely  approaching  it  on 
the  north,  and  the  smaller  Lake 
Borgne  some  20  miles  distant  on  the 
east,  was  by  far  the  largest  and  most 
important  city  of  the  Confederacy, 
with  a  population  of  170,000,  and 
the  greatest  export  trade,  just  prior 
to  tlie  war,  of  any  city  in  the  world. 
Unable  to  perceive  tie  wisdom  of 
expatriating  those  magnificent  feed- 
ers of  its  commerce,  the  Missouri, 
the  Ohio,  and  the  upper  Mississippi, 
a  majority  of  its  people  had  opposed 
Secession,  until  tjie  carefully  nursed 
tempest  of  pro-Slavery  foUy,  fury, 
fsuiaticism,  and  ru£Eianism,  stifled  all 
outspoken  dissent,  about  the  time  the 
war  was  formally  opened  by  the  Con- 
federate attack  on  Fort  Sumter. 
Thenceforward,  New  Orleans  became 
the  virtual  heart  of  the  Coufederacy ; 
and  its  immense  wealth  of  coin  and 
produce  was  lavished  in  all  directions 
in  support  of  the  military  operations 
directed  from  Bichmond.  Regiment 
after  raiment  of  Louisianians  and 
foreign  residents  were  raised  and 
equipped  here;  but  most  of  them 
had,  when  the  hour  of  peril  came, 
been  drafted  ofi^  from  time  to  time, 


to  meet  pressing  exigencies  on  the 
Potomac  and  higher  Mississippi,  or 
the  Tennessee;  so  that  but  about 
3,000  of  these,  neither  well  armed, 
well  drilled,  nor  particularly  well  af- 
fected to  the  cause,  remained  to  dis- 
pute the  advance  of  the  Yankee  in- 
vaders. 

Gen,  David  E.  Twiggs  had  been 
rewarded  for  his  stupendous  treach- 
ery to  the  Union  in  Texas,  by  the 
command  of  the  Confederate  defenses 
of  New  OrleanflJ  until  stem  expe- 
rience proved  him  as  incapable,  su- 
perannuated, and  inefficient,  as  even 
our  own  Scott.  At  length,  on  a  plea 
of  declining  health,  he  was  sent  home 
to  die ;  and  Gen.  Mansfield  Lovell, 
who  had  abandoned  a  lucrative  office 
under  the  Democratic  municipality 
of  New  York  to  take  service  witi 
the  Confederates,  was  appointed  his 
successor. 

On  assuming  command,^  Lovell 
found  the  defenses  of  the  great  slave- 
mart  more  pretentious  than  formi- 
dable. The  variety  of  water  ap- 
proaches by  Lakes  Fontchartrain  and 
Borgne,  and  the  Bayous  Barataria 
and  La  Fourche,  all  needed  defenses 
against  an  enemy  of  preponderant 
naval  force ;  while  even  the  Missis- 
sippi required  fortifying  and  watch- 
ing above  as  well  as  below,  to  render 
the  city  entirely  safe.  Artillery  by 
parks  was  indispensable ;  and  a  good 
many  guns  had  been  supplied  from 
the  plunder  of  the  Norfolk  Navy 
Yard,  and  elsewhere;  but  most  of 
them  were  old,  of  moderate  caliber, 
unrifled,  and  every  way  unsuited  to 
the  requirements  of  modem  warfare. 
He  telegraphed  to  Bichmond,  to 
Mobile,  and  other  points,  for  heavier 
and  better  cannon ;  but  obtained  very 
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few,  mainly  from  Pensacola,  when 
that  place  was  abandoned ;  and  had 
jast  began  to  cast  new  ones,  adapted 
to  his  needs,  as  also  to  provide  him- 
self with  iron-clads,  when  confronted 
by  a  military  necessity  for  leaving 
that  part  of  the  country. 

Lovell,  knowing  &r  better  than 
onr  commanders  the  essential  weak- 
ness of  his  position,  and  early  warned 
of  his  danger  by  the  gathering  of  oar 
forces  on  Ship  Island,  seems  to  have 
,  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost.  He 
^had  fortified  and  guarded  all  the 
land  approaches  to  the  city ;  so  that, 
though  Gen.  Butler's  army,  had  it 
advanced  otherwise  than  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi, would  probably  have  carried 
it,  the  cost  in  time,  effort,  and  blood, 
would  doubtless  have  been  far  greater 


than  that  actually  incurred.  But 
the  operations  of  Farragut,  in  and 
about  the  passes,  gave  unmistakable 
indications  of  the  real  point  of  dan- 
ger; so  that  the  Eebel  General's 
forces  and  means  of  annoyance  were 
mainly  concentrated  in  and  around 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  which, 
from  opposite  banks,  command  the 
passage  of  the  river,  75  miles  below 
New  Orleans.  Beside  these  respect- 
able and  r^ularly  constructed  fort- 
resses of  brick  and  earth,  abundantly 
supplied  with  smooth-bore  24  and 
32-pounders,  and  a  few  better  guns, 
Lovell  and  his  naval  compatriots, 
after  blocking  up  most  of  the  water 
approaches  to  New  Orleans  from  the 
Golf  with  strongly-braced  piles,  green 
live-oaks,  and  other  obstructions,  and 
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calling*  on  the  Goremor  of  Lonisi- 
ana  for  10,000  militiar-receiving  for 
answer  that  there  were  but  6,000,  of 
whom  half  had  jnst  been  sent  to  Ten- 
nessee, upon  the  requisition  of  Qen, 
Beauregard — and  placing  his  de- 
partment under  martial  law,*  turned 
thdbr  attention  almost  entirely  to  the 
lower  Mississippi.  It  was  high  time. 
A  great  raft,  or  boom,  composed 
of  cypress-trees  40  feet  long  and  4  to 
5  feet  through,  standing  3  feet  apart, 
and  fastened  to  two  great  2^inch 
chain-cables,  had  been  stretched 
across  the  river  just  under  the  guns 
of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and 
made  fast  to  large  trees,  immense 
anchors,  timbers,  <fec.,  imbedded  as 
firmly  as  possible;  but  the  annual 
flood  in  the  Mississippi,  which  com- 
mences early  in  the  year,  had,  by  th^ 
first  of  March,  brought  its  surfEice 
considerably  above  the  country  out- 
aide  of  its  levees,  and  piled  against 
the  obstructions  a  large  amount  of 
drift-wood;  softening  the  earth  and* 
atrengtfaening  the  current,  until  the 
anchors  and  other  hold-fasts  gave 
way,  and  the  raft,  with  its  chains 
snapped  and  its  timbers  swept  down 
stream,  ceased  to  be  an  impediment. 
Bat  for  th|3  delays  and  disappoint- 
ments which  so  sorely  taxed  Oen. 
Butler's  p&tience^  it  is  likely  that  our 
fleet  would  have  found  this  their 
most  formidable  antagonist.  Lovell 
at  once  sent  down  OoL  Higgins  to 
repair  it,  clothed  with  the  amplest 
powers;,  but  the  Father  of  Waters 
lefosed  to  recognize  them.  A  new 
obstruction  was  patched  up,  com- 
posed of  parts  of  the  old  raft,  with 
schooners  anchored  in  the  interstices, 
and  all  fastened  together  with  such 
chains  as  could  be  procured ;  but  the 


net  result  was  more  formidable  in 
appearance  than  in  reality.  And 
stUl  the  river  kept  on  rising,  until 
nearly  all  the  ac^'acent  country  was 
submerged,  becoming  temporarily  a 
part  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexica  Even 
the  parade-plain  and  casemates  of 
Fort  Jackson  were  ft*om  3  to  18 
inches  under  water,  and  its  maga; 
zines  were  only  kept  dry  by  incessant, 
pumping. 

Hollins  had  been  superseded  a^ 
naval  commandant  by  Ciommodore 
WhitUe,  whose  fl^t  consisted  of  the, 
new  iron-clad  Louisiana,  mounting 
16  guns,  many  of  them  large  and  ex- 
cellent, with  Qollins's  ram  Manassas^ 
and  13  gunboats — that  is,  commer- 
cial steamboats,  impressed  or  lent  for 
this  service,  and  armed  and  mapned 
as  well  as  might  be — ^with  a  nimiber 
of  old  sailing  craft  fitted  up  as  fire-, 
ships,  and  very  dangerous  to  wooden 
vessels  attacking  from  below,  by  rear- 
son  of  the  uniform  strength  of  iha 
current. 

Gen.  J.  E.  Duncan,  who  had  beea 
appointed  by  Lovell  to  the  command, 
of  the  coast  defenses,  and  had  th^re-. 
upon  repaired'*  to  Fort  Jackson,  had: 
been  working  the  garrisons  of  both 
forts  night  and  day,  covering  their 
main  magazines  with  sand-bags;, 
which  had  been  barely  completed 
when  our  fleet  hove  in  sight  Two. 
gunboats  had  appeared,  reconnoiter*. 
ing,  four  days  before. 

Our  naval  force  consisted  of  47  armr 
ed  vessels,  8  of  them  large  and  power- 
ftil  steam  sloops-of-war ;  17  heavily 
armed  steam  gunboats,  2  sailing 
sloops-of-war,  and  21  mortar-sQhoon- 
ers,  each  throwing  a  215-pound  shelL 
The  steam  sloops  carried  from  9  to, 
28  guns ;  the  gunboats,  5  to  6  gunii 


*Peb.  25,  1862, 
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each ;  the  whole  number  of  guns  and 
mortars  was  810,  many  of  them,  very 
heavy  and  very  good.  Capt.  Farra- 
gnt,  our  commander,  had  passed  52 
of  his  63  years  in  the  navy,  having 
been  a  midshipman  in  the  war  of 
1812 ;  a  Tennessean,  his  loyalty  was 
of  that  stem  and  sterling  quality 
whereof  the  best  examples  were  fur- 
nished by  the  South.  His  time,  and 
that  of  his  officers,  had  for  weeks 
been  well  spent  in  providing  and 
preparing  every  thing  likely  to  be  re- 
quired in  the  intended  combat;  so 
tiiat  when,  on  the  day  after  our 
fleet  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  forts," 
and  before  it  had'  opened  fire,  a 
Rebel  flat-boat,  piled  with  wood 
saturated  with  tar  and  turpentine, 
and  then  cut  adrift,  came  rushing 
down  the  heady  current — a  crackling, 
roaring,  flaming  volcano— into  the 
midst  of  our  thickly  clustering  ves- 
sels, a  few  shells  were  thrown  into  it 
from  the  gunboat  Mississippi,  with- 
out the  designed  effect  of  exploding 
and  sinking  it;  when  a  row-boat  from 
the  Iroquois  quietly  tackled  it,  fixed 
three  grappling-irons  in  its  bow,  and 
towed  it  obliquely  to  the  river  bank, 
where  it  was  permitted  to  bum  itself 
harmlessly  away,  while  the  fleet  pro- 
ceeded with  its  preparations  for 
the  morrow's  bombardment.  Axes, 
ropes,  fire-buckets,  and  whatever  else 
DMght  be  needed,  were  placed  exactly 
where  they  would  be  at  hand  when 
wanted,  and  every  thing  made  ready 
for  business. 

At  daylight  next  morning,  each  of 
the  small  steamers  took  four  of  the 
schooners  in  tow  and  drew  them  slow- 
ly up  the  river,  their  decks  and  yards 
covered  with  great  branches  of  trees, 
whose  green  foliage  rendered  them 


undistinguishable,  save  by  close  ob- 
servation, from  the  dense  woods  that 
skirted  the  river.  Fourteen  of  them 
were  ranged  in  line  close  under  the 
wooded  bank,  over  which  they  were 
to  throw  their  shells  into  Fort  Jack- 
son, at  distances  of  two  to  three 
miles.  Six  were  stationed  near  the 
farther  or  eastern  bank,  in  full  view 
of  both  forts,  but  within  range  only 


FOBTl  JAOXSOK  AKD  IT.  FBXLIP. 

JStoplanaiiont.-~A,  B,  C,  D,  &c,  are  points  od  the  left 
bulk,  and  1, 2,  a,  4,  &c^  points  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  selected  for  plaolnc  the  gnnboats  and  mortars  in 
position.  The  position  <a  the  mortar-boats  on  the  18th 
was  as  follows:  6  mortars  on  the  left  bank,  between  G 
and  J,  8,900  to  4,500  vards  from  Port  Jackson ;  14  mor- 
tars on  the  right  bank,  ftt>m  1  to  A,  distant  S,880  to  8.190 
vards  from  Fort  Jackson.  On  the  19th,  they  were  all  on 
the  right  bank,  8,010  to  4,100  yards  from  Fort  Jackson, 
and  remained  nearly  in  thb  same  position  through  the 
20th  and  Slst    The  large  steamers  and  gnnboats  were 

S laced  from  i  to  1^  miles  below  the  mortar-boats.  On  the 
rst  day,  the  small  steam  sloops  and  gnnboats  wentnpto 
abreast  of  the  smoke-stack,  where  they  engaged  the  forU 
and  the  enemy's  steamers.  "  ' 
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of  Jackson,  distant  2^  to  three  miles ; 
all  were  under  orders  to  concentrate 
their  fire  on  Fort  Jackson,  that  being 
the  larger  and  more  important  work, 
whose  fall  necessarily  inyolved  that 
ofFort  St.  Philip. 

At  9  A.  M.,  before  our  mortar  yessels 
were  ready,  Fort  Jackson  opened  fire ; 
but  her  btdls  struck  the  water  100 
yards  short  of  our  gunboat  Owasco, 
which  held  the  advance,  and  which 
was  first  to  reply.  Capt.  Porter,  who 
commanded  the  mortar  fleet,  watched 
through  his  glass  the  effect  of  our 
very  deliberate  fire,  constantly  giving 
new  directions,  founded  on  his  ob- 
servations, as  to  the  elevation  of 
pieces,  length  of  fuse,  and  weight  of 
charge.  By  10  a.  m.,  both  parties 
had  closed  their  experiments,  and 
were  firing  steadily  and  heartily, 
'though  as  yet  wiUi  little  visible 
•  efiiBct,  save  that  the  fish  in  the  river, 
stunned  and  killed  by  the  tremendous 
concussions,  had  begun  to  float  past 
our  anchored  vessels.  Soon,  three 
more  rafts  are  seen  sweeping  down 
from  the  new  barrier  of  chains  and 
hnlks,  and,  as  they  approach,  are 
dealt  with  as  their  predecessor  had 
been,  without  interrupting  the  fire 
of  our  guns.  At  4  p.  m.,  Gen.  But- 
ler's little  dispatch  steamer  Saxon 
arrived,  with  news  that  the  army 
was  below,  ready  and  waiting  for  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  Monitor  had  dis- 
abled the  Merrimac  in  Hampton 
Beads.  At  6,  flames  were  seen 
bursting  from  Fort  Jackson,  whose 
fire  slackened ;  and  it  was  manifest 
that  its  wooden  interior  had  been 
ignited,  like  that  of  Fort  Sumter  in 
the  initial  bombardment  of  the  war. 
The  Rebel  forts  ceased  flring,  as  our 
boats  did,  an  hour  later,  and  the 
night  passed  silently;  the  flames  in 


Fort  Jackson  not  being  extinguished 
till  2  next  morning.  But  its  batteries 
opened  as  lively  as  ever  at  sunrise, 
and  at  11:30  one  of  their  rifled  bolts 
crashed  through  one  of  our  schooners, 
sinking  her  in  20  minutes ;  while  the 
Oneida,  in  our  advance,  was  twice 
hit  in  the  afternoon,  two  of  her  gun- 
carriages  smashed,  and  9  of  her  men 
wounded.  The  fort  had  evidently 
suffered  by  the  day's  work ;  but  the 
fathomless  mud  of  the  Mississippi 
seemed  exactly  constituted  to  absorb 
our  shells,  with  the  least  possible 
harm  to  all  around.  Oen.  Butler 
and  staff  arrived  during  that  after- 
noon, and  went  up  in  a  small  boat  to 
take  a  look  at  the  chain ;  which,  it 
had  begun  by  this  time  to  be  imder- 
stood,  was  badly  in  the  way,  and 
must  be  subjected  to  an  operation. 

The  bombardment  having  been 
continued  through  a  third  day  with- 
out encouraging  result,  Capt.  Farra- 
gut  called  a  council  of  captains  in 
the  cabin  of  his  flag-ship  Hartford, 
and,  having  heard  all  opinions,  de- 
cided on  an  attempt  to  force  a  pas- 
sage by  the  forts.  To  this  end,  it 
was  essential  that  the  cable  should 
flrst  be  broken ;  and  to  Capt.  Bell, 
with  the  gunboats  Finola  and  Itasca, 
supported  by  the  Iroquois,  Kennebec, 
and  "Winona,  was  assigned  the  con- 
duct of  this  critical  undertaking; 
which,  the  night  being  dark,  it  was 
determined  to  attempt  forthwith; 
and,  at  10  p.m.,  the  Finola  and 
Itasca  had  set  out  on  their  perilous 
errand ;  Capt.  Porter,  so  soon  as  they 
were  out  of  range  of  his  guns,  open- 
ing upon  Fort  Jackson  a  tremendous 
fire  from  all  his  mortar-schooners, 
under  which  the  Finola  ran  up 
toward  the  cable  near  the  western 
shore,  directly  under  the  guns  of  the 
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fort ;  and,  nearing  one  of  the  hulks, 
Mr.  Kroehl,  the  inventor  of  a  new 
and  powerful  petard,  threw  it  on 
board;  but  it  failed  to  explode,  be- 
cause the  Finola,  having  stopped  her 
engine  a  moment  too  soon,  was 
whirled  away  on  the  rushing  current, 
snapping  the  wire  hitherto  connected 
with  the  petard.  The  wind  blowing 
fiercely  from  the  north,  it  was  half 
Bxi  hour  before  the  Finola  was  again 
minding  her  helm,  with  her  bow  to- 
ward the  chain. 

Meanwhile,  the  Itasca,  Captain 
Oaldwell,  had  steamed  up  to  the 
chain-supporting  hulk  next  in  order 
eastward,  and,  making  fast  to  its 
side,  her  men,  who  had  boarded 
the  hulk,  were  studying  in  the  dark- 
ness the  economy  of  the  cable.  A 
rocket  thrown  up  from  Fort  Jackson 
favored  them  with  a  fitful,  transient 
light,  to  which  a  cannonade,  instantly 
opened  on  them  from  both  forts, 
seemed  to  add  very  little ;  but  they 
steadily  went  on  with  their  business ; 
and  in  half  an  hour  the  great  chain, 
vigorously  plied  with  sledge  and 
chisel,  had  been  cut;  the  cables 
by  which  the  hulk  was  anchored 
had  been  slipped;  and  now  the 
hulk,  still  chained  to  the  nearer 
shore,  was  swept  resistlessly  round 
by  flood  and  wind  until  it 
grounded  in  the  mud  of  the  bank, 
pulling  the  lashed  Itasca  along  with 
it,  and  driving  her  &st  aground 
directly  in  the  range  of  both  forts. 
By  this  time,  however,  the  Finola  was 
ready  to  come  to  her  rescue ;  and, 
after  an  hour  of  earnest  tugging,  and 
parting  two  5-inch  hawsers,  she 
finally  grappled  her  with  an  11-inch 
cable,  and,  by  help  of  steam  and  cur- 
r^t,  draped  hier  again  into  deep 


water  and  down  into  the  kindly 
darkness ;  each  vessel  entirely  un- 
harmed :  and  the  opening  thus  made 
in  the  barrier  was  speedily  and  con- 
stantly enlarged  by  the  current,  bo 
that  a  boat's  crew  from  the  Itasca, 
pulling  up  in  the  thick  darkness  two 
nights  later,  found  nothing  to  ob- 
struct the  upward  passage  of  our 
fleet.  A  new  and  grander  fire-raft  was 
sent  down  two  hours  after  the  chains 
were  broken,  only  to  be  caught  and 
served  as  her  predecessors  had  been. 

The  bombardment  was  continued 
two  days  farther;  in  part,  because 
two  of  our  gunboats  had  been  so 
much  injured  as  to  require  assistance 
for  their  rapid  repair.  The  morning 
of  the  24th  was  fixed  on  for  the  grand 
attempt,  of  which  the  Bebel  officers 
somehow  had  an  intimation ;  so  that, 
throughout  the  preceding  day,  the 
forts  were  silently  preparing  for  the  . 
eventful  hour  at  hand,  while  our 
bombardment  was  little  more  than 
a  formality.  Meantime,  Duncan  re- 
ported from  Fort  Jackson  that  he 
had  Buffered  very  little,  though 
26,000  13-inch  shells  had  been  fired 
at  him,  whereof  1,000  had  fallen 
within  the  fort.  (We  had  actually 
fired  5,000  only.)  "  God  is  certamly 
protecting  us,^^  was  his  assurance. 

Farragut's  arrangements  for  pass- 
ing the  forts  were  completed  at  sun- 
set." The-  mortar-boats,  retaining 
their  stations,  were  to  cover  the 
advance  with  their  utmost  possible 
fire.  Six  small  steamers — ^the  Har- 
riet Lane,  Westfield,  Owasco,  Clin-  ^ 
ton,  Miami,  and  Jackson,  the  last 
towing  the  Fortsmouth — were  to 
engage  the  water  battery  below  Fort 
Jackson,  but  not  attempt  to  pass. 
Capt.   Farragut    himself,  with    his 
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tliree  largest  ahipB — ^tlie  Hartford, 
Sichmond,  and  Brooklyn — was  to 
keep  near  the  western  baiik,  %hting 
Fort  Jackson;  whUe  Capt.  Bailey, 
widi  the  Cayuga,  Pensaoola,  Missis- 
sippi, Oneida,  Yaruna,  Katahdin, 
Kineo,  and  Wissahickon,  was  to  hug 
the  eastern  bank,  exchanging  com- 
pliments with  Fort  SU  Philip.  Capt. 
Bell,  with  the  third  division — con- 
skting  of  the  Scioto,  Iroquois,  Finola, 
Winona,  Itasca,  and  Kennebec — was 
to  keep  the  middle  of  the  river,  and, 
disr^arding  the  forts,  to  attack  and 
vanquish  the  Bebd  fleet  in  waiting 
above.  Lieut.  Weitzel  had  wisely 
suggested  that,  as  the  guns  of  the 
forts  had  been  flred  at  a  high 
elevation  in  order  to  reach  their  re- 
mote assailants,  and  as  the  vessels 
vould  naturally  be  expected  to  keep 
tlie  middle  of  the  river,  the  Bebel 
gimnars  would  be  pretty  sure  to  fire 
over  them  if  they  kept  dose  to  the 
respective  shores.  All  being  ready. 
Gen.  Butljar  and  his  staff  went  on 
board  the  Saxon ;  every  naval  officer 
VIS  at  his  post;  and  the  silence  was 
only  broken  by  an  occasional  fire 
from  the  mortar-sloops.  At  11  p.  m., 
a  signal  from  the  Itasca  announced 
that  the  opening  in  the  cable  was 
still  undoeed.  The  night  was  dark 
and  heavy ;  the  moon — ^what  there 
was  of  it — ^would  rise  at  3  a.  k. 

At  1,"  all  hands  were  called,  steam 
got  up,  the  last  preparations  made, 
and  at  2  the  signal  to  weigh  anchor 
was  given  from  the  flagnship.  Half 
an  hour  later,  Farragut's  division  was 
ready.  Capt.  Bailey,  a  little  slower, 
WM  fiffther  away;  it  was  3^  before 
the  latter  was  fairly  abreast  of  Far- 
ngat,  when  each  division  moved  si- 
lently up  stream.    The  current  was 


so  swift,  the  night  so  heavy,  that  the 
fleet  advanced  but  four  miles  per 
hour. 

The  silence  was  brokenby  our  mor- 
tars, whose  gunners,  prepared  for  the 
rapidest  possible  fire^  at  once  filled 
the  air  with  their  shells,  and  roared 
out  to  the  Bebels  their  warning  that 
the  hour  had  come.  As  our  ships 
in  their  three  lines  closely  followed 
each  other,  Capt.  Bailey,  in  the  Ca* 
yuga,  was  first  observed  and  opened 
upon  by  both  forts  as  he  was  passing 
through  the  breach  in  the  barrier. 
He  did  not  choose  to  ^ve  better  di- 
rection to  the  enemy's  fire  by  reply^ 
ing;  and,  though  their  balls  were 
abundant,  they  mainly  passed  over 
and  around  him.  Approaching  Fort 
St.  Philip,  he  ran  dose  under  her 
guns,  giving  her  broadsides  of  grape 
and  canister  as  he  passed ;  the  Fen- 
sacola,  Mississippi,  and  Yaruna,  press- 
ing closely  in  his  wake,  followed  his 
commendable  example.  All  of  his 
division  passed  the  fi)rts  essentially 
uninjured. 

Capt.  Bell's  division  was  less  for- 
tunata  The  Finola,  Scioto,  and 
Iroquois,  ran  the  gauntlet  of  the  forts 
unharmed ;  but  the  Itasca,  when  di- 
rectly opposite  St.  Philip,  received  a 
volley  of  balls,  one  of  which  pierced 
her  boiler  and  compelled  her  to  drift 
down  the  river.  The  Wiaona  recoil- 
ed from  that  fire,  and  failed  to  pass. 
The  Kennebec  was  caught  in  the 
cable;  and,  when  liberated,  lost  her 
way  in  the  dense  smoke ;  finally  re- 
turning to  her  formei:  anchorage  be- 
low the  forts. 

Capt.  Farragut,  in  the  fore  rigging 
of  the  Hartford,  anxiously  watching 
every  visible  movement  through  his 
night-^ABS,  had  advanced  within  a 
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mile  and  a  quarter  of  Fort  Jackson, 
when  he  was  opened  npon  from  that 
Fort  and  repeatedly  struck.  Still 
steaming  directly  for  the  fort,  and  re- 
plying only  from  his  two  forecastle 
guns,  when  within  half  a  inile  he 
sheered  and  gave  them  broadsides  of 
grape  and  canister,  which  soon  drove 
every  man  from  their  barbette  gnns ; 
but  those  in  the  casemates  rendered 
fhll  and  quick  returns  for  every  vol- 
ley received.  The  Richmond,  closely 
following,  hurled  grape  and  canister 
in  profusion.  The  Brooklyn,  bring- 
ing up  the  rear,  ran  over  one  of  the 
hidks  which  had  upheld  the  chain, 
during  a  hot  fire  from  Fort  St.  Phil- 
ip. Hardly  had  she  been  freed  from 
the  hulk  and  her  head  turned  up 
stream,  when  the  ram  Manassas  came 
butting  into  her  starboard  gangway, 
first  opening  her  iron  trap-door  at 
ten  feet  distance  and  firing  at  the 
smoke-stack  of  the  Brooklyn  a  heavy 
bolt,  which  was  caught  and  stopped 
by  the  sand-bags  protecting  her 
steam-drum.  A  guard  of  chain 
armor,  which  had  been  woven  over 
her  sides,  shielded  her  from  destruc- 
tion by  the  ram,  which  soon  slid  off 
and  disappeared  in  the  darkness.  A 
few  minutes  later,  while  still  under  a 
raking  fire  from  Fort  Jackson,  the 
Brooklyn  was  attacked  by  a  large 
Bebel  steamer,  to  which  she  gave  a 
broadside  at  60  yards,  setting  it  in- 
stantly on  fire  and  putting  an  end  to 
its  career.  Still  groping  onward  in 
the  thick  darkness,  Capt.  Craven 
soon  found  himself  abreast  of  Fort 
St.  Philip,  and  so  near  that  his  leads- 
man reported  18  feet  of  water.  Bring- 
ing an  his  guns  to  bear  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, he  poured  in  grape  and  canis- 
ter so  that  the  fort  was  completely 


silenced,  and  her  garrison  were  seen 
by  our  men  in  the  tops  of  the  Brook- 
lyn, by  the  fitful  flashes  of  their 
bursting  shrapnel,  running  like  sheep 
to  their  coverts.  Thus  passing  the 
upper  fort,  Capt.  Craven  engaged 
several  of  the  Rebel  gunboats,  at  60 
to  100  yards.  He  was  an  hour  and 
a  half  under  fire,  lost  8  killed  and  26 . 
wounded,  while  his  ship  was  badly 
cut  up  by  shot  and  shell ;  but  she 
bore  her  fiill  part  in  the  attack  on 
the  Rebel  batteries  below  New  Chv 
leans  next  morning. 

The  Cayuga,  having  saluted  and 
passed  Fort  St.  Philip  at  short  range, 
still  pushing  on,  encountered,  when 
just  out  of  fire  of  the  fort,  the  entire 
Rebel  flotilla,  consisting  of  18  gun- 
boats, including  the  Manassas  and 
Louisiana.  For  a  moment,  her  doom 
seemed  certain,  as  no  supporting  ship 
was  to  be  seen.  By  skillful  steering, 
however,  Capt.  Bailey  avoided  all 
their  attempts  to  butt  and  board, 
and  had  already  forced  three  of  the 
less  formidable  to  surrender,  when 
the  Varuna  and  Oneida  were  seen 
coming  to  the  rescue.  At  early 
dawn,  perceiving  a  Rebel  camp  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  Capt. 
Bailey  anchored  close  beside  it,  and 
ordered  the  Rebels  to  pile  their  arms 
on  the  bank  and  come  on  board  as 
prisoners,  which  was  obeyed.  The 
captives  proved  to  be  the  Chalmette 
regiment.  Col.  Sysmanski.  Their  flag, 
tents,  and  camp  equipage,  formed  a 
part  of  the  spoils. 

The  Varuna,  having  safely  passed 
the  forts,  found  herself  "  amid  a  nest 
of  Rebel  steamers,"  "  into  which  she 
plunged,  firing  broadsides  at  each  as 
she  passed  it,  exploding  the  boiler 
of  the  first,  which  appeared  to  be 
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crowded  with  tropps ;  when  it  drifted 
ashore,  a  wreck.  Three  other  ve&- 
sels,  one  of  them  a  gunboat,  were 
likewiBe  driven  ashore  and  blown 
up.  At  6  A.  M.,  the  Morgan,  partially 
iron-clad,  commanded  by  Beverly 
Kennon  (late  of  our  navy),  attack- 
ed the  Yaruna,  giving  her  a  raking 
fire  along  the  port  gangway,  which 
killed  4  and  wounded  9  of  her  crew, 
then  butted  her  on  the  quarter  and 
again  on  the  starboard  side,  but  with- 
out sinking  or  disabling  her.  Mean- 
"while,  the  Varuna  had  planted  three 
8-inch  shells  in  her  assailant,  abaft 
her  armor,  with  several  shot  from 
one  of  our  riiled  guns;  when  she 
drifted  out  of  the  fight,  partiaDy  dis- 
abled. Ere  this  time,  another  Bebel 
iron-clad,  with  a  beak  under  water, 
had  struck  the  Varuna  in  the  port 
gangway,  doing  considerable  damage, 
while  our  shot  glanced  harmlessly 
from  the  armor  of  thp  Kebel  boat. 
The  enemy  then  backed  off  for  an- 
other blow,  and  struck  again  in  the 
same  place,  crushing  in  the  Varuna's 
side ;  but  ^e  being  under  full  head- 
way, her  enemy's  beak  for  a  moment 
stuck  fast  in  her  side,  and  the  ram 
was  drawn  around  nearly  beside  our 
steamer,  which  was  thereby  enabled 
to  plow  her  with  five  8-inch  shells 
abaft  her  armor.  Tliis  finished  her 
performance,  and  she  drilled  ashore, 
a  burning  wreck ;  while  the  Varuna, 
■  now  in  a  sinking  condition,  was  run 
into  the  bank  by  her  commander, 
her  anchor  let  go,  and  her  bow  made 
&&t  to  the  trees;  her  guns  all  the 
time  at  work  crippling  the  Morgan, 
which  was  making  feeble  efforts  to 
get  up  steam.  When  the  water  had 
risen  over  his  gun-trucks.  Commander 
Boggs  turned  his  attention  to  getting 
the  wounded  and  crew  out  of  his  ves- 


sel The  Oneida,  seeing  her  sinking, 
had  rushed  to  her  assistance;  but 
Boggs  waved  her  on  to  the  Morgan, 
which,  abeady  in  flames,  surren- 
dered; she  had  lost  over  50  of  her 
crew  killed  and  wounded,  and  was 
set  on  fire  by  her  commander,  who 
left  his  wounded  to  the  fiames.  Fif- 
teen minutes  after  she  struck,  the 
Varuna  was  on  the  bottom,  with 
only  her  top-gallant  forecastle  out  of 
water.  Her  crew  gainpd  the  shore, 
losing  every  thing  but  the  clothes 
.they  stood  in. 

Our  loss  in  this  desperate  fight, 
not  including  6  or  7  previously  disa- 
bled on  the  mortar-boats,  was  re- 
ported as  only  30  killed  and  119 
wounded;  the  fleet  surgeon  adding 
that  several  vessels  had  not  yet  made 
their  official  return.  The  Brooklyn, 
Pensacola,  and  Iroquois,  had  suffered 
most  severely. 


Gen.  Lovell,  who  had  witnessed 
the  combat  of  our  fleet  with  his  forts 
and  flotilla,  and  its  triumph,  hastened 
up  to  the  city  on  horseback,  narrowly 
escaping  capture  on  the  way,  and 
gave  orders  to  Gen.  Smith,  in  com- 
mand of  the  land  defenses,  to  make 
all  possible  resistance  at  the  earth- 
works below  the  town ;  but  the  high 
stage  of  water,  causing  the  guns  of 
our  vessels  to  command  the  earth- 
works, rendered  them  untenable  by 
infantry.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
raise  1,000  desperate  volunteers  who 
would  undertake  to  board  and  carry 
our  vessels  by  assault ;  but  only  100 
could  be  found.  In  short,  New  Or- 
leans was  lost  when  our  fleet  had 
passed  the  forts ;  and  all  her  intelli- 
gent Rebels  knew  it. 

Gen.  Lovell,  after  consultation 
with  the  municipal  authorities,  began 
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at  once  to  send  <^  his  munitions 
and  provisions  by  steamboat  and  rail- 
road, while  the  greater  part  of  his 
conscripted  militia  disbanded  and 
dispersed.  What  was  left  worth  tak- 
ing was  sent  off  to  Camp  Moore,  78 
miles  above,  *  on  the  Jackson  Eail- 
road. 

The  Rebel  flotilla  having  been 
mainly  destroyed,  Capt.  Farragut, 
with  his  nine  vessels  that  had  safely 
run  the  gatmtlet  of  Rebel  forts,  fire- 
ships,  rams,  and  gunboats,  while 
steaming  slowly  and  cautiously  up 
the  river,  had  not  yet  reached  New 
Orleans  when  he  was  met  by  ample 
evidence  that  the  city  was  virtuadly 
in  his  hands.  Cotton-loaded  and 
other  valuable  ships  came  floating 
down  the  river  wrapped  in  flames,  the 
mute  but  vivid  witnesses  of  the 
enemy's  despair.  "  I  never  witnessed 
such  Vandalism  in  my  life,"  he  re- 
ports, "  as  the  destruction  of  prop- 
erty: all  the  shipping,  steamboats, 
&c.,  were  set  on  fire  and  consumed." 

On  reaching"  the  English  Turn, 
six  or  seven  miles  below  the  city,  he 
descried  the  new  earthworks  on  both 
banks,  known  as  the  Chalmette  bat- 
teries ;  when,  forming  his  fleet  in  two 
lines,  and  allotting  to  each  its  proper 


work,  he  moved  on.  The  Cayuga, 
not  having  observed  the  signal  for 
close  order,  was  considerably  in  ad- 
vance, and  so  for  20  minutes  exposed 
alone  to  the  fire  of  the  Rebel  bat- 
teries. But  the  Hartford  now  came 
up,  dispensing  liberal  broadsides  of 
shell,  dirapnel,  and  grape,  the  first 
of  which  drove  the  Rebels  on  the 
right  bank  from  their  guns ;  while  the 
fire  of  the  Pensacola,  the  Brooklyn, 
and  the  residue  of  the  fleet,  which 
came  up  in  quick  succession,  very 
soon  silenced  the  remaining  forte, 
and  set  their  gunners  in  rapid  motion 
toward  places  of  greater  safety.  No 
further  obstacles  nor  perils  but  those 
presented  by  burning  steamers,  co^ 
ton-ships,  rafts,  &c.,  were  encountered 
until,  at  1  p.  M.,  the  squadron  an- 
chored, during  a  violent  thunder- 
storm, in  front  of  New  Orleans, 
whose  levee  for  miles  aiforded  a  mag- 
nificent but  melancholy  spectacle  of 
burning  cotton,  sugar,  and  other 
staples  of  South-western  commerce; 
while  the  river  in  front  was  so  full  of 
burning  ships  that  great  vigilance 
and  skill  were  required  to  avoid 
them." 

There  was  no  attempt  at  resistance, 
but  on  shore  anarchy  and  impotent 


>*  At  10:30  A.  X.  on  the  26th. 

*•  Pollard  flays: 

"  No  sooner  had  the  Federal  fleet  turned  the 
point,  and  come  within  sight  of  the  dtf,  than 
the  work  of  destmction  of  property  oommenoed. 
Vast  columns  of  smoke  ascended  to  the  sky, 
darkening  the  face  of  heaven  and  obscuring  the 
noon-day  sun;  for  five  miles  along  the  levee, 
fierce  flames  darted  through  the  lurid  atmosphere, 
their  baleAil  glare  struggling  in  rivalry  with 
the  sunlight ;  great  ships  and  steamers,  wrapped 
in  fire,  floated  down  the  river,  threatening  the 
Federal  vessels  with  destruction  by  their  fiery 
contact  In  front  of  the  various  presses,  and  at 
other  points  along  the  levee,  the  cotton  had 
been  piled  up  and  submitted  to  the  torch.  It 
was  burned  by  order  of  the  Governor  of  Louisi- 
ana and  of  the  military  commander  of  the  Con- 
federate States.    Fifteen  thousand  bales  were 


consumed ;  the  value  of  which  vrould  have  been 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  The  to- 
bacco stored  in  the  city,  being  aU  held  by  for- 
eign residents  on  foreign  account,  was  not  de- 
stroyed. The  specie  of  the  banks,  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  millions,  was  removed  fhnn 
the  city  and  placed  in  a  secure  place ;  so  were 
nearly  aU  the  stores  and  moval^e  property  of 
the  Confederate  States.  But  other  materials 
were  embraced  in  the  awful  conflagration. 
About  a  dozen  large  river  steamboats,  twelve  or 
fifteen  ships,  some  of  them  laden  with  cottoo,  a 
great  floating  battery,  several  unfinished  gun- 
boats, the  immense  ram,  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  dodcs  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  were 
all  embraced  in  the  fiery  sacrifice.  The  Missis- 
sippi was  an  iron-clad  frigate,  a  superior  vessel 
of  her  class,  and  accounted  to  be  by  far  the  most 
important  naval  structure  the  Oozifederate  Gov- 
ernment had  yet  undertaken." 
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rage  strove  for  the  mastery.  As  our 
squadron  neared  the  levee,  our  sailors 
gave  a  cheer,  to  which  some  few  in 
the  adjacent  crowd  responded,  pro- 
voking thereby  pistol-shots  from 
the  irate  Rebels  surrounding  them. 
After  a  brief  delay,  Capt  Bailey  was 
sent  ashore  to  demand  the  surrender 
of  lie' city;  when  the  valorous  mob 
received  him  with  groans,  hootings, 
and  threats  of  violence,  which  did 
not  prevent  his  proceeding,  under  the 
escort  of  more  considerate  citizens,  to 
the  Mayor's  oflSce ;  the  mob  that  fol- 
lowed him  contenting  itself  with 
assaults  on  such  citizens  as  were  sus- 
pected of  Unionism.  On  reaching 
the  City  Hall,  he  made  his  demand, 
requiring  that  the  Federal  flag  be 
displayed  from  the  public  edifices ; 
to  which  the  Mayor  responded,  dis- 
daiming  any  authority  to  comply. 
A  messenger  was  thereupon  sent  to 
GreiL  Lovell,    who  informed    Capt. 


Bailey  that  he  had  already  evacuated 
the  city,  which  he  now  formally 
turned  over  to  the  municipal  autho- 
rities, leaving  them  to  act  as  they 
should  see  fit.  Capt.  Bailey  now  re- 
turned to  the  fleet  to  await  such 
action;  and  the  Majfor,  refusing  to 
haul  down  the  State  flag  from  the 
City  Hall,  sent  to  the  Common 
Council,  which  was  in  session,  a  mes- 
sage recommending  that  an  answer 
be  returned  to  Capt.  Farragut,  stat- 
ing that  the  city,  being  incapable  of 
offering  further  resistance,  yielded  to 
physical  force  alone,  without  giving 
up  its  allegiance  to  the  Confederate 
Government,  while  it  had  no  au- 
thority over  the  Custom-House,  Post- 
OflBce,  and  Mint,  and  would  do 
nothing  with  regard  to  them.  This 
undignified  and  ridiculous  betrayal 
of  spite  and  chagrin  was  reiterated 
by  the  Mayor  in  a  letter"  to  Capt. 
Farragut,  which  was  tersely  and  fitly 


"  "  ItAYOB'S  OmOB,  CiTT  OF  NbW  ObLSAKS, 

"City  Hall^  April  26|  1862. 
*^  Flag- Officer  D.   G.  Fabbagut,   UnUed  StaUs 
flagship  Eaar^brd: 

*^3iB — ^In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  which  we 
thought  proper  to  take,  out  of  reg^d  for  the 
Utss  of  the  women  and  children  who  still  crowd 
the  metropolis,  General  Lovell  has  evacuated  it 
with  his  troops,  and  restored  back  to  me  the  ad- 
ministration of  its  government  and  the  custody 
of  its  honor.  I  have,  in  council  with  the  City 
Fathers,  considered  the  demand  you  made  of  me 
yesterday  of  an  unconditional  surrender  of  the 
city,  coupled  with  a  requisition  to  hoist  the  flag 
of  the  United  States  on  the  public  edifices,  and 
haul  down  the  flag  that  still  floats  upon  the 
breeze  from  the  dome  of  this  HalL  It  becomes 
my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  an  answer  which  is 
the  universal  sentiment  of  my  constituents  no 
less  than  the  promptings  of  my  own  heart  on 
this  sad  and  solemn  occasion.  The  city  is  with- 
out the  means  of  defense ;  and  is  utterly  destitute 
of  the  force  and  material  that  might  enable  it  to 
resist  an  overpowering  armament  displayed  in 
sight  of  it 

**!  am  no  military  man,  and  possess  no  au- 
th<nity  beyond  that  of  executing  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  It  would  be 
nresomptnous  in  me  to  attempt  to  lead  an  army 
In  the  field,  if  I  had  one  at  command;  and  I 
know  BtiU  less  how  to  snrruider  an  undefended 


place,  held,  as  this  is,  at  tiie  meroy  of  your  gun- 
ners and  your  mortars.  To  surrender  such  a  place 
were  an  idle  and  unmeaning  ceremony.  The 
city  is  yours  by  the  power  of  brutal  fOToe,  not 
by  my  choice  or  the  consent  of  its  inhabitants. 
It  is  for  you  to  determine  what  will  be  the  fate 
that  awaits  us  here.  As  to  hoisting  any  flag  not 
of  our  own  adoption  and  allegiance,  let  me  say 
to  you  that  the  man  lives  not  in  our  midst  whose 
hand  and  heart  would  not  be  paralysed  at  the 
mere  thought  of  such  an  act;  nor  could  I  find  in 
my  entire  constituency  so  desperate  and  wretched 
a  renegade  as  would  dare  to  profane  with  his 
hand  &e  sacred  emblem  of  our  aspirations. 

"  Sir,  you  have  manifested  sentiments  which 
would  become  oue  engaged  in  a  better  cause 
than  that  to  which  you  have  devoted  your 
sword.  I  doubt  not  that  they  spring  from  a  no- 
ble though  deluded  nature ;  and  I  know  how  to 
appreciate  the  emotions  which  inspired  them. 
You  have  a  gallant  people  to  administrate  during 
your  occupancy  of  this  city — ^a  people  sensitive 
to  all  that  can  in  the  least  a^ect  their  dignity 
and  self-respect  Pray,  Sir,  do  not  foil  to  regard 
their  susceptibilities.  The  obligations  which  I 
shall  assume  in  their  name  shall  be  religiously 
complied  with.  You  may  trust  their  honor, 
though  you  might  not  count  on  their  submission 
to  unmerited  wrong. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  beg  you  to  understand  that 
the  people  of  KewOiieans,  while  unable  to  re- 
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answered."  The  malevolent  folly  of 
tlie  municipal  authorities  served  only 
to  expose  their  city  to  destruction.  A 
force  landed  from  the  Pensacola  had 
hoisted,  unopposed,  a  Federal  flag 
over  the  Mint,  and  left  it  there  un- 
guarded. Ere  it  had  thus  remained 
many  hours,  a  number  of  young 
Bebels  mounted  to  the  dome,  tore  it 
down,  and  dragged  it  through  the 
streets.  It  would  have  been  entirely 
justifiable  and  proper  on  the  part  of 
Farragut  to  have  required  of  the  au- 
thorities its  immediate  and  respectful 
replacement,  on  penalty  of  the  de- 
struction of  their  city ;  but  ha  forbore ; 
and,  even  when  he  required  them, 
two  days  afterward,  to  take  down  the 
flag  of  Louisiana,  still  floating  over 
the  City  Hall,  the  Mayor  positively 
refused.  Capt.  F.  finally  closed" 
the  absurd  altercation  by  sending  a 


force  from  his  ships  to  take  down  tho 
flag :  a  vast  crowd  looking  sullenly 
on,  or  giving  vent  to  their  wrath  only 
in  idle  curses.  They  failed  to  com- 
prehend their  position ;  but  they  re- 
spected the  two  brass  howitzers,  well 
manned  and  supported,  which  stood 
in  front  of  the  City  Hall  while  the 
operation  was  quietiy  and  thorough- 
ly performed. 

Capt  Farragut  had  not  waited  to 
obtain  formal  possession  of  the  city 
before  moving  up"  to  the  two  forts 
at"  CarroUton,  eight  miles  above, 
where  he  was  surprised  to  find  the 
gun-carriages  on  fire  and  the  guns 
spiked.  The  works  were  formidable, 
but  constructed  to  resist  an  advance 
from,  above ;  so  that,  being  taken  in 
reverse,  they  had  been  adjudged 
indefensible. 

Gen.  Butler,  having  witnessed  fixMU 


sist  your  force,  do  not  allow  themselyes  to  be  in- 
sulted by  the  interference  of  such  as  have  ren- 
dered themselves  odious  and  contemptible  by 
their  dastardly  desertion  of  our  cause  in  the 
mighty  struggle  in  which  we  are  engaged,  or 
such  as  might  remind  them  too  forcibly  that  they 
are  the  conquered  and  you  the  conquerors. 
Peace  and  order  may  be  preserved  without  re- 
sort to  measures  which  I  could  not  at  this  mo- 
ment prevent.  Your  occupying  the  city  does 
not  transfer  allegiance  from  the  government  of 
their  choice  to  one  which  they  have  deliberately 
repudiated ;  and  they  yield  the  obedience  which 
the  conqueror  is  entitled  to  extort  from  the  con- 
quered. Respectfully, 

"John  T.  Monroe,  Mayor." 

"  "  U.  S.  FLAO-smp  Hartford,  at  anchor 
off  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 

"AprU  28,  1862. 
"  To  His  Honor  Vie  Mayor  and   City  Council  of 
the  City  of  New  Orleans : 

"  Your  communication  of  the  26th  inst  has 
been  received,  together  with  that  of  the  City 
Council 

"I  deeply  regret  to  see,  both  by  their  con- 
tents and  the  continued  display  of  the  flag  of 
Louisiana  on  the  Court-House,  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  city  authorities  not  to  haul  it 
down.  Moreover,  when  my  officers  and  men 
were  sent  on  shore  to  communicate  with  the  au- 
thorities, and  to  hoist  the  United  States  flag  on 
the  Custom-House,  with  the  strictest  order  not 
to  use  their  arms  unless  assailed,  they  were  in- 
Bolted  in  the  grossest  maimer,  and  tho  flag 


which  had  been  hoisted  by  my  orders  on  the 
Mint  was  pulled  down  and  dragged  through  the 
streets.  All  of  which  goes  to  show  that '  the 
flre  of  this  fleet  may  be  drawn  upon  the  city  at 
any  moment ;  and  in  such  an  event  the  levee 
would,  in  all  probability,  be  cut  by  the  shells, 
and  an  amount  of  distress  ensue  to  the  innocent 
popula:ion  which  I  have  hitherto  endeavored  to 
assure  you  that  I  desire  by  all  means  to  avoid. 

"  The  election,  therefore,  is  with  you.  But  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  notify  you  to  remove  the 
women  and  children  ft'om  the  city  within  48 
hours,  if  I  rightly  \mderstand  your  determina- 
tion. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  "  D.  G.  Farragut, 

"Flag-Officer  "Western  Gulf 

Blockading  Squadron." 

It  seems  incredible,  yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  Mon^ 
roe  sent  a  rejoinder  to  this  letter;  in  which, 
amid  bombastic  and  turgid  babble  about  flagrant 
violation  of  those  courtesies  which  prevail  be- 
tween belligerents,  and  shells  tearing  up  the 
gn^vea  of  those  who  are  so  dear  to  them,  he 
whimpered  out:  '*  Our  women  and  children  can- 
not escape  ftom  your  shells,  if  it  be  your  pleasure 
to  murder  them  on  a  question  of  mere  dir 
quetieJ"  Even  Pollard  barely  represses  his  dis- 
gust at  the  silly  repetitions  and  vanity  of  liter- 
ary style  protruded  by  this  Bobadil  of  a  Mayoi; 
>*Ma7l.         "Aftomooiiof  April26. 
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tiie  Saxon  the  sncceee  of  Farragut's 
attempt  to  pass  the  Sebel  forts  and 
barrier  and  destroy  their  fleet  for- 
bidding approach  to  Kew  Orleans, 
made  haste  to  join  his  land  forces 
below,  and  to  conduct  them,  under 
'Weitzers  piloting,  through  the  shal- 
low bays  and  bayous  in  the  rear  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  landing  them  from 
his  row-boats  on  the  first  firm  ground 
that  he  reached  above  the  fort; 
thence  occupying  the  levee  and 
throwing  a  detachment  across  the 
river  BO  as  completely  to  isolate  both 
forts  and  their  garrisons.  While  he 
was  effecting 'this,  Commander  Por- 
ter, with  his  mortar-fleet  below, 
resumed  and  continued  the  bombard- 
ment, sending  up"  a  flag  of  truce  to 
demand  a  surrender,  which  was  re- 
fbsed ;  but,  -next  day,  260  of  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Jackson,  having 
heard,  or  inferred  from  the  blackened 
fragments  floating  down  the  river, 
that  I7ew  Orleans  was  captured,  re- 
fosed  to  fight  longer,  and,  spiking 
the  guns  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
fort,  sallied  out  and  surrendered 
themselves  to  Oen.  Butler's  pickets. 
Lt.-CoL  Biggins,  who  commanded 
the  forts,  seeing  that  all  was  lost, 
now  made  haste  to  accept  the  favor- 
able terms  of  capitulation  previously 
offered  by  Commander  Porter,  before 
the  latter  should  be  made  aware  of 
Butler's  position  above  and  the 
mutiny  and  surrender  of  half  the 
garrison.  While  the  terms  of  capitu- 
lation were  being  reduced  to  writing, 
the  Confederate  naval  officers  just 


above  the  forts  towed  their  ram 
Louisiana  out  into  the  current,  set 
her  on  fire  and  abandoned  her,  with 
all  her  guns  shotted,  expecting  her 
to  drift  down  upon  and  explode  in 
the  midst  of  Porter's  fleet ;  but,  just 
as  she  was  abreast  of  Fort  St.  Philip, 
she  blew  up  and  sunk,  injuring  no 
one  but  a  Bebel  soldier  in  the  fort, 
who  was  killed  by  a  fragment.  Of 
the  three  remaining  Bebel  steamers, 
one  had  been  scuttled;  the  others 
surrendered  without  resistance :  their 
officers,  with  those  of  the  Louisiana, 
being  sent  North  as  dose  prisoners, 
because  of  their  attempt  to  destroy 
our  fleet  while  a  capitulation  was  in 
progress.  Commander  Porter  turned 
the  forts  and  their  contents  imme- 
diately over  to  Gen.  Phelps,"  and 
they  were  very  soon  being  repaired 
and  fitted  for  effective  service ;  while 
Oen.  Butler,  leaving  Gen.  Williams 
in  command  there,  and  having  easily 
reduced  Forts  Pike  and  Wood,  at 
the  entrance  of  Lake  Pontchartrain, 
brought  his  steamers  around  into  the 
Mississippi,  and,  taking  on  board 
2,000  of  his  men,  moved  up  to  the 
city  and  took  possession — Capt.  Par- 
ragut  very  gladly  relinquishing  to 
him  the  difficult  and  disagreeable 
duty  of  bandying  words  with  its 
spitefrd,  shuffling  authorities,and  deal- 
ing with  its  ferocious  and  ruffianly 
mob,  who  would  have  taken  exquisite 
pleasure  in  making  mince-meat  of 
either  of  them. 

In  the  conferences  which  ensued 
between  the  commanding  General 


"  April  J7. 

*  The  Bebel  loas  b7  the  bombardment  of  I>V>rt8 
Jeekson  and  St  Philip  was  reported  b/  them  at 
11  killed  and  39  wounded.  The  prisoners 
taken  bjna  at  the  snrrender  were  393.  This  does 
not  indode  about  300  o^tored  with  the  last  of 
VOL.  IL — 7 


their  gunboats,  nor  the  Ohalroette  reg:imenft  en- 
camped oa  the  levee,  which  surrendered  to  Capt. 
Bailej.  Our  total  loss  of  men  in  the  bombard- 
ment, running  the  batteries,  destruction  of  the 
Bebel  fleet,  and  capture  of  the  oitj,  was  but  40 
killed  and  177  wounded. 
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and  ihe  mtinicipality,  Mayor  Monroe 
-was  connseled  and  prompted  by  Hon. 
Pierre  Sonl6,  a  gentleman  whose 
ability  and  tact  shone  forth  in  strik- 
ing contrast  with  the  pitiable  exhibit 
tion  previoufily  made  of  himself  by 
the  Mayor.  In  &cty  if  Sonl6  had 
had  10  or  15  good  regiments  and  as 
many  batteries  at  his  back,  he  might 
have  ai^ed  Butler  ont  of  New 
Orleans.  A  wide  diversity  as  to 
premises  rendered  the  progress  and 
results  of  these  discussions  quite  un- 
satisfactc^y  to  the  weaker  party.  In 
the  contemplation  of  Gen*  Butler, 
New  Orleans  was  a  city  of  the  United 
States^  wherein  BebdUion  had  been 
temporarily  dominant^  but  which  had 
now  been  restored  to  its  rightM  and 
lawful  allegiance,  and  wherein  no 
authority  must  be  asserted,  no  flag 
displayed,  but  those  of  the  Union. 
Boule,  Monroe,  and  the  mob,  could 
not  see  the  matter  in  that  light ;  but 
insisted  on  r^arding  our  forces  as 
intruders,  who  ought  in  simple  de- 
cency to  abscond;  but  who,  since 
they  reftised  to  do  this,  should  in  all 
things  consult  the  feelings  and  tastes 
of  tiie  patriotic  and  indomitable 
Southrcms,  who,  from  behind  their 
barricades  of  women  and  children, 
delighted  in-  hallooing,  wherever 
Butler  appeaared  or  was  expected, 
"  Where 's  old  cock-eye  ?"  "  Let  me 
see  the  danmed  rascal  I"  ^^I  see 
the  damned  old  villain,*'  &c.,  &c., 
interspersed  with  "  Hurrah  for  JeflC 
Davis  r'  "  Hurrah  for  Beauregard  V^ 
**  Go  home,  you  damned  Yankees !" 
'  &Cj  &C.  It  was  amid  a  t^npest  of 
such  outcries  from  the  throats  of 
60,000  venomous  Kebels,  that  the 
General,  after  vainly  endeavoring  to 
comply  with  a  popular  demand  for 


"  Picayune  Butler,"  whidi  none  of 
his  bands  were  able  to  play,  and  after 
having  waited  upon  Capt.  Farragut 
and  heard  his  account  of  all  that  had 
occurred  since  our  fleet  first  appeared 
before  the  city,  ordered  the  imm^ 
diate  debarkation  of  his  troops,  which 
b^an  at  4  o'clock  that  aftenuxm  :** 
the  crowd  requiring  to  be  riowly 
pressed  back  with  the  bayonet  to  ob- 
tain space  on  which  our  regiments 
were  thus  enabled  successively  to 
land  and  f(»7n ;  Gen.  Butler  and  his 
staff— -no  horses  having  yet  been 
landed — ^marching  on  foot  at  the 
head  of  the  3l8t  Massadiusetts  and 
4th  Wisconsin  to  the  music  c^  the 
'^  Star-Spanned  Banner,"  vari^i^^ 
by  nowise  complimentary  observa* 
tions  from  the  miob,  along  the  levee 
to  Poydras  street,  thrice  throu^ 
St  Charles  street  and  Canal  street, 
to  the  vast,  unfinished  Custom-House, 
where  our  artiUery  was  duly  posted 
and  the  men  fitly  quartered ;  while 
the  General  and  his  staff  returned  to 
his  steamboat,  and  the  13th  Connec- 
ticut, Col.  Deming,  bivouacked  cm 
tlie  levee  by  its  side. 

That  evening,  Gen.  Butler  finished 
his  proclamation  and  sent  it  to  the 
office  of  The  True  Delta  to  be  printed, 
only  to  learn  that  the  application  was 
too  late.  Next  morning,  it  was  re- 
nevv^ed,  and  plumply  refused  by  the 
proprietor.  Two  hours  later,  a  file 
of  soldiers  drew  up  before  the  build- 
ing, when  half  a  dozen  of  their  num- 
ber entered  the  printing  office  and 
proceeded  inoffensively  to  print  the 
obnoxious  paper.  The  True  Delta 
of  next  day  commenting  rebelliously 
on  this  performance,  G^n.  Butler  sup- 
pressed it  till  ftirther  orders :  which 
brought  the  concern  to  reason.     The 
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next  day,  its  publication  was  re- 
sumed ;  and  on  the  6th  the  proclama- 
tion duly  appeared  in  its  columns. 

The  great  St.  Charles  Hotel  hav- 
ing been  suddenly  closed,  Gen.  But- 
ler reopened  and  made  it  his  head- 
quarters, sumnyoning  the  Mayor  and 
Council  to  meet  him  there  at  2  p.  m. 
next  day,  which  they  did ;  and,  after 
considerable  debate,  were  satisfied, 
fifst,  that  Gen.  Butler  was  master  of 
the  situation;  secondly,  that  he  in- 
tended to  remain  so ;  thirdly,  that  any 
who  should  undertake  to  dispute  or 
defy  his  authority  would  certainly  get 
into  trouble ;  and  fourthly,  that  the 
mob,  though  it  might  hoot  and  howl 
with  impxmity,  must  stop  short  of  ac- 
tual violence  and  mutiny,  or  their 
streets  would  be  swept  by  grape  and 
their  gutters  run  red  with  blood.  It 
took  some  time  to  impress  these 
truths  clearly  on  the  average  Eebel 
mind;  but  the  work  was  effectively 
done;  and  New  Orleans  ultimately 
confessed  that  she  had  not  before  in 
a  generation  been  nearly  so  clean,  so 
quiet,  so  orderly,  so  free  from  rob- 
bery, violence,  outrage,  and  murder, 
as  ^e  was  under  the  rule  of  ^  Beast 
Butler'  in  the  year  of  grace  1862. 

Two  conspicuous  instances  out  of 
many  must  here  serve  as  examples 
of  his  dealings  with  the  spirit  of 
treason. 

The  women  of  New  Orleans — ^that 
portion  of  them  who  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  designation  of  ladies, 
with  a  large  majority  of  their  sisters 
throughout  the  Confederacy — ^had  ere 
this  become  most  impassioned  Eeb- 
els.  The  aristocratic  instinct  being 
stronger  in  women  than  in  men. 
Slavery,  though  it  debauched  the 
men  and  degraded  the  women  of  the 
South,  had  come  to  be  regarded  by 


the  latter — ^that  is,  by  those  of  the 
ruling  caste — as  their  patent  of  no- 
bility; and  they  dung  to  it,  and 
stood  ready  to  sacrifice  and  dare  f(»r 
it,  as  aristocrats  are  always  ready  to 
*  stand  by  their  order.'  They  talked 
loudly  of  shedding  their  blood,  if 
need  be,  for  the  Confederacy;  they 
acted  so  as  to  insure  the  shedding  in 
that  behalf  of  the  blood  of  their  male 
relatives  and  neighbors.  To  pro- 
claim a  rigid  non-intercourse  with 
all  young  men  who  did  not  promptly 
enlist  in  the  Confederate  armies,  and 
to  exhort,  entreat,  and  finally  insult^ 
those  who  hesitated  to  do  so,  was  a 
very  common  exhibition  of  Southern 
female  patriotism.  To  treat  our  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  at  aU  times,  and 
under  all  circumstances,  with  indica- 
tions of  hatred,  contempt,  disgust, 
and  loathing,  was  their  still  more 
natural  and  general  practice.  The 
display  of  a  miniature  Secession  flag 
on  their  persons  was  a  harmless,  in- 
offensive exhibition  of  their  feelings 
which  was  never  objected  to  on  our 
side.  To  vacate  a  church-pew,  quit  a 
street-car,  or  other  public  vehicle, 
upon  the  entrance  of  one  of  our  offi- 
cers, was  admissible ;  to  strum  ^^  The 
Bonny  Blue  Flag*'  on  the  piano 
whenever  a  Union  officer  entered  the 
house,  or  a  Union  platoon  marched 
by,  could  be  endured;  but  when 
ladies,  by  breeding  or*brevet,  saw  fit 
to  take  several  reefs  in  their  respec- 
tive noses,  to  make  an  ostentatious 
display  of  drawing  aside  their  dresses, 
to  oblique  into  the  middle  of  the 
street  and  then  back  again,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  possibility  of  contact 
with  a  passing  officer,  or  being  over- 
shadowed by  the  American  fiag ;  still 
more,  when,  to  contemptuous  and  in- 
sulting gestures,  they  added  oppro- 
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brious  and  yenomoas  language,  ihej 
passed  the  limits  of  any  indulgence 
which  may  properly  be  accorded  to 
even  feminine  malignity.  In  New 
Orleans,  the  climax  of  these  cowardly 
insults  was  only  reached  when  some- 
thing dressed  like  a  lady  saw  fit  to 
spit  in  the  faces  of  two  officers  quietly 
passing  along  the  street.  It  was  this 
experiment  on  his  forbearance  which 
decided  Gten.  Butler  to  issue  his 
famous  Order  No.  28.  It  reads  as 
follows : 

*^  HsADQUAirrEIlS,   DePARTMEKT  of  THB 

Gulf,  New  Orleans^  May  15,  1862. 
**  Gbnebal  Obdeb  No.  28 : 

^^  As  the  ofBioars  and  soldiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  been  subjected  to  repeated 
insnlts  from  the  women  (calling  themselves 
ladies)  of  New  Orleans,  in  return  for  the 
most  scmpnloas  non-interference  and  coor- 
tesjr  on  our  part,  it  is  ordered  that  hereaf- 
ter, when  any  female  shall,  by  word,  ges- 
ture, or  movement,  insult  or  show  contempt 
for  any  officer  or  soldier  of  the  United 
8tates,  she  shall  be  regarded  and  held  liable 
to  be  treated  as  a  woman  of  the  town  ply- 
ing her  avocation. 

**  By  command  of  Mw.-Gen,  Butleb. 
"Geo.  0.  Stbono,  A.  A.  G.,  Chief  of  Staff." 

This  order  was  subjected  to  the 
worst  possible  construction,  first  by 
Mayor  Monroe  and  his  secret  prompt- 
ers ;  next  by  the  Rebel  Governor  of 
Louisiana  and  the  Secessionists  gen- 
erally ;  and  so  on,  until  Lord  Palmer- 
ston,  in  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, took  occasion  to  be  astonished, 
to  blush,  and  to  proclaim  his  "  deep- 
est indignation  "  at  the  tenor  of  that 
order;  Punch  eagerly  echoing  his 
perversions.  Gen.  Butler  was  finally 
constrained,  after  too  long  enduring 
his  palterings  and  equivocations,  to 
send  Mayor  Monroe  to  prison,  abol- 
ish his  municipality,  banish  Pierre 
8oul6,  and  appoint  Col.  G.  F.  Shep- 
ley  military  commandant,  to  the  sig- 
nal improvement  of  the  government 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  peace  and 


security  of  its  inhabitants;  and  all 
that  need  be  added  in  explanation  or 
in  defense  of  the  hated  order  is  this : 
that  no  soldier  nnder  Gen.  Butler's 
command  ever  acted  upon  the  vile 
construction  of  that  order  which  his 
enemies  set  up;  and  no  woman  in 
New  Orleans  ever  pretended  that  she 
was  anywise  abused  or  insulted  be- 
cause thereof;  while  its  success  in 
arresting  the  scandalous  behavior  at 
which  it  aimed  was  immediate  and 
complete. 

The  other  case,  wherein  Gen.  But- 
ler especially  displeased  his  enemies 
and  those  of  his  country,  was  that  of 
Wm.  B.  Mumford,  a  New  Orleans 
gambler,  who  had  led  the  Bebel  mob 
who  tore  down  our  National  flag 
from  the  roof  of  the  Mint,  where  it 
had  been  hoisted  by  our  sailors  de- 
tailed for  that  duty  by  Capt.  Morris, 
of  the  Pensacola,  on  the  27th,  after 
LoveU  had  evacuated  the  city,  and  its 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  had  offi- 
cially declared  themselves  incapable 
of  making  any  resistance,  and  that, 
yielding  to  physical  force  alone,  they 
would  make  none,  to  the  forces  of  the 
United  States.  The  outrage  thus 
conMnitted  by  Mumford  and  his 
backers,  furtive  and  riotous  as  it  was, 
drew  a  shot  jfrom  the  howitzers  in  the 
main-top  of  the  Pensacola,  and  might 
have  provoked  and  justified  the  de- 
struction of  the  city  by  our  fleet ; 
since  the  authorities  did  not  disclaim, 
while  the  mob  vociferously  applaud- 
ed and  adopted  it.  So  The  Picor 
yune  of  next  •  morning  eulogized  its 
gallantry  and  patriotism,  and  pro- 
claimed it  an  act  of  the  city,  and  a 
proof  of  her  "  unflinching  determina- 
tion to  sustain  to  the  uttermost  the 
righteous  cause  for  which  she  has 
done  so  much  and  made  such  sacri- 
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fices.''  The  city  having  been  com- 
pletely occupied,  and  the  National 
authority  reestablished,  Gen.  Butler 
caused  Mumford  to  be  arrested,  tried, 
and,  he  being  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  death  by  hanging,  that  sen- 
tence was  duly  executed,"  in  the  face 
of  all  New  Orleans  anxiously  looking 
on,  and  in  defiance  of  the  confident 
prediction  of  the  Hebels  that  Butler 
would  not  dare  to  do  it.  They  did 
not  dare ;  he  did.  And  his  hold  on 
the  dty  was  firmer  and  safer  from 
that  moment 

About  the  same  time,"  he  pardon- 
ed and  set  at  liberty  six  humbler 
Bebels,  who,  having  been  captured 
and  paroled  at  the  surrender  of  the 
forts,  had  been  induced  secretly  to 
reenlist  in  the  Rebel  service,  conspir- 
ing to  force  or  evade  our  pickets  and 
hasten  to  join  Beauregard's  army  in 
Mississippi.  Their  guilt  was  undoubt- 
ed ;  their  crime  one  that  military  law 
sternly  punishes  with  death. 


The  occupation  of  New  Orleans, 
its  defenses  and  approaches,  having 
been  completed  and  assured.  Com- 
mander Porter,  with  a  part  of  our 
fleet,* returned  to  Ship  Island;  a  part 
was  stationed  near  New  Orleans  to 
assist  in  its  defense ;  and  the  residue, 
under  Gapt.  Craven,  steamed  up  the 
liver  to  extend  our  sway  in  that  di- 
rection. Baton  Bouge,  the  State 
capital,  was  captured  without  resist- 
ance." The  Mayor  refusing  to  sur- 
render, Conmiander  Palmer,  of  the 
Iroquois,  landed  and  took  possession 
of  the  IJ.  S.  ArsenaL  Capt.  Farra- 
gut  arrived  soon  afterward,  and  took 
measures  to  render  our  possession 
pemnanent.  Natchez  was  in  like 
manner  given  up  to  the  Iroquois;** 


but,  as  the  Confederates  had  not  oc- 
cupied it  as  a  military  post,  it  waa 
left  unmolested.  ' 

The  advance  of  our  squadron,  un- 
der Commander  S.  P.  Lee,  encoun- 
tered no  opposition  untU  it  reached 
Vicksburg,**  whence  a  smnmons  to 
surrender  was  answered  with  de- 
fiance. Our  force  was  inadequate 
to  attack  until  the  arrival,  a  few  days 
later,  of  Capt.  Farragut,  accompa- 
nied by  4,000  soldiers  under  Gen« 
Thomas  Williams.  Vicksburg  is 
naturally  so  strong,  and  was  so  firmly 
held,  that  it  was  not  until  after  stiU 
further  reenforcements  had  come  up, 
including  Conmiander  Porter's  mor- 
tar fleet,  that  a  bombardment  was 
opened.*  Not  much  impression  was 
made  on  the  elevated  and  formida- 
ble Kebel  batteries  by  our  fire ;  but, 
at  3  A.  M.  of  the  28th,  Capt.  Farra- 
gut, in  the  Hartford,  with  six  more 
of  his  vessels,  passed  Yicksburg  tri- 
umphantly, with  a  total  loss  of  15 
killed  and  30  wounded,  and  exchang- 
ed cheers  above  with  Capt.  Davis's 
fleet  of  mortar  and  gun-boats,  which 
had  fought  their  way  down  from  Cairo. 
Still,  our  forces  were  not  strong 
enough  for  assault,  and  the  bombard- 
ment remained  ineffective;  while 
Gen.  "Williams,  who,  on  his  way  up 
fi*om  Baton  Bouge,  had  been  fired 
on  from  Grand  Gulf,  and  had  burn- 
ed that  village  in  retaliation,  was 
losing  men  daily  by  sickness,  which 
ultimately  reduced  his  effective  force 
by  more  than  half.  He  had  under- 
taken to  cut  a  canal,  or  water-course, 
across  the  peninsula  opposite  Yicks- 
burg, and  had  gathered  some  1,200 
negroes  from  the  adjacent  planta- 
tions to  assist  in  the  work ;  but  it 
did  not  succeed.    The  soil  to  be  ex- 


*  Jnn«  7.       "May  81.       "  Maj  7. 
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cavated  was  an  exceedingly  tenadons 
clay,  in  good  part  covered  with 
large  trees.  The  strong  current  ob- 
ftinatelj  kept  to  the  old  channel, 
and  could  not  be  attracted  to  the 
right  bauk.  An  expedition,  started  ** 
to  go  up  the  Yazoo,  having  unex- 
pectedly encountered,  near  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  been  worsted  by, 
the  Eebel  ram  Arkansas,"  Capt.  Far- 
ragut,  having  no  prospect  of  further 
usefulness  above,  determined  to  re- 
pass the  frowning  batteries,  cutting 
put  and  destroying  the  Arkansas  by 
^e  way.  He  succeeded  in  running 
by  Vicksburg  with  little  loss;  but 
his  designs  upon  the  Arkansas  were 
baffled  by  darkness.  A  few  days 
later.  Commander  Porter,  with  the 
iron-dad  Essex,  and  Lt.-CoL  Ellet, 
with  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West, 
made"  another  attempt  to  cut  out 
the  Arkansas,  which  was  likewise 
defeated. 

The  village  of  DonaldsonviUe, 
which  had  the  bad  habit  of  firing 
Tipon  our  weaker  steamers,  as  they 
passed  up  or  down  the  river,  was 
bombarded  therefor  by  Capt.  Farrar 
gut,  and  partially  destroyed.  As  the 
river  was  now  falling  fast,  threaten- 
ing to  greatly  impair  the  efficiency 
of  our  fleet,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
was  abandoned,  under  instructions 
from  Washington,  and  Capt.  Farra- 
gut  dropped  down  the  river,  reaching 
Kew  Orleans  on  the  28th,  with  the 
ereater  part  of  his  fleet. 

Gen.  Williams,  with  his  soldiers, 
debarked  on  the  way  at  Baton  Bouge ; 
he  resuming  command  of  that  post, 
^un^ors  of  a  meditated  attack  in 
force  by  the  enemy  were  soon  cur- 
Tent  ;  and  hence  the  General  had,  on 


the  afternoon"  prior  to  its  occurrence, 
warned  his  subordinates  to  be  ready 
and  watchM,  so  as  not  to  be  sur- 
prised next  morning.  The  Bebels 
had  been  assured  by  their  spies  that 
our  men  were  mostly  sicjc  in  hospi- 
tal, which  was  measurably  true ;  but 
regiments  that  numbered  but  150  on 
ps^ade,  counted  600  on  the  battle* 
field. 

The  Bebel  force  had  been  organ- 
ized for  this  effort  at  Tangipahoa,  60 
miles  north-eastward,  and  78  N.  N.W. 
of  New  Orleans.  It  consisted  of  13 
regiments,  and  must  have  considera- 
bly outnumbered  ours,  which  was 
composed  of  i^ne  thinned  raiments 
in  all.  Each  side,  in  its  account  of 
the  action,  made  its  own  force  2,500, 
and  that  of  its '  adversary  twice  or 
thrice  as  great.  The  Rebels  were 
commanded  in  chief  by  Maj.-Gen. 
John  C.  ♦Breckinridge,  with  Brig.- 
Gen.  Daniel  Euggles**  leading  their 
left  wing,  and  Brig.-Gen.  Charles 
Clarke  their  right.  The  attack  was 
made  at  dayl%ht,*^  simultaneously 
and  vigorously,  by  the  entire  Rebel 
force,  on  the  two  roads  which  lead 
from  the  south-west  into  Baton 
Rouge;  and,  as  but  three  of  our 
regiments — the  14th  Maine,  21st  In- 
diana, and  6th  Wisconsin — ^were  im- 
mediately engaged,  these  were  soon 
compelled  to  fall  back,  barely  saving 
their  batteries,  whereof  two  were  for 
a  few  moments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Rebels.  A  dense  fog  precluded  a 
clear  comprehension  on  our  side  of 
the  position,  and  caused  the  7th  Ver* 
mont  to  fire  into  the  21st  Indiana, 
mistaking  it  for  a  Rebel  regiment 
Our  lines  were  formed  nearly  two 
miles  back  from  the  river,  where  our 
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gunboats  could  give  them  little  sup- 
port ;  but,  as  the  famoos  Eebel  ram 
Arkansas,  hitherto  so  sucoessfoly  was 
counted  on  as  a  part  of  the  attacking 
force,  6iq>ported  by  two  improvised 
gonboats,  and  as  onr  front  was  wood- 
ed, with  a  cross-road  and  open  fields 
just  beyond  it,  Gen.  Williams  may 
fairly  be  supposed  to  have  understood 
his  business.  The  battle  raged  fierce- 
ly f<H-  two  hours,  during  which  the 
Bebel  r^t  was  advanced  across  the 
lateral  road,  driving  back  the  14th 
Maine,  pillaging  and  burning  its 
camp ;  and,  while  four  successive  as- 
saults were  unsuccessfully  made  on 
our  front.  Gen.  Clarke  niade  a  reso- 
lute efibrt  to  flank  our  left  and  estab- 
lish himself  in  its  rear.  Gen.  Wil- 
liams, anticipating  this  movement, 
had  placed  a  battery,  supported  by 
two  raiments,  to  resist  it ;  and  the 
Bebels  were  repulsed  with, considera- 
ble loss.  Meanwhile,  the  21st  Indi- 
ana, posted  at  the  crossing  of  tiie 
roads — ^whose  Colonel,  suffering  from 
wounds  previously  received,  had  twice 
essayed  to  join  it,  and  each  time  fallen 
from  his  horse — ^had  lost  its  Lt.-Col., 
Eeith,  Maj.  Hayes,  and  Adj.  Latham 
— the  two  former  severely  wounded, 
the  latter  killed— when  Gen.  Wil- 
liama,  seeing  Latham  fall,  exclaimed, 
^Indianiansl  your  field-officers  are 
allkilled:  I  wfll  lead  you  T  and  was 
that  moment  shot  through  the  breast 
and  fell  dead ;  the  command  devolv- 
ing on  CoL  T.  yr.  Cahill,  9ih  Con- 
necticut. 

But  the  battle  was  already  won. 
The  Bebel  attack  had  exhausted  its 
vitality  without  achieving  any  deci- 
ded success ;  while  the  Arkansas,from 
which  so  much  had  been  expected, 
had  failed  to  come  to  time.    Leaving 


YickBbuig,*'i^ehad  steamed  leisurely 
down  the  riv^  until  within  15  miles 
of  Baton  Eouge,  where  her  starboard 
engine  broke  down ;  and  it  had  been 
but  partially  repaired  when  the  sound 
of  his  guns  announced  to  her  the 
opening  of  Breckinridge's  attack. 
Coming  down  to  within  five  miles 
of  the  city,  she  was  cleared  for  ao* 
tion ;  when  her  engine  again  broke 
down,  and  she  drifted  ashore  on  the 
ri^t  bank  of  the  river.  Her  tenders^ 
the  Music  and  the  Webb,  were  of  no 
account  vnthout  her;  and  now  her 
strong  armament  of  six  8-inch  and 
four  50-pound  guns,  with  180  men, 
could  not  be  brought  into  action ;  and 
our  gunboats,  the  Eineo  and  £atab- 
din  below,  and  Essex,  Cayuga,  and 
Sumter  above  Baton  Bouge,  were 
enabled  to  devote  their  attention  to 
the  Bebels  on  land ;  firing  over  the 
heads  of  our  soldiers. at  ti^e  enemy, 
nearly  two  miles  distant  It  is  not 
probable  that  their  shells  did  any 
great  harm  to  the  Bebels,  and  they 
certainly  annoyed  and  imperiled  our 
own  men ;  but  they  served  Breckin- 
ridge as  an  excuse  for  ordering  a  re- 
treat,  which  a  part  of  his  men  had 
already  begun.  BylOA.]c.,hisforcei 
were  all  on  the  back  track,  having 
lost  some  800  to  400  men,  including 
Gen.  Clarke,  mortally  wounded  and 
left  a  prisoner ;  Cols.  Allen,  Boyd, 
and  Jones,  of  Louisiana ;  Cols.  A.  P. 
Thompson  and  T.  H.  Hunt,  of  Een^ 
tucky;  Col.  J.  W.  Bobertson,of  Alar 
bama,  and  other  valuable  officers. 
On  our  side,  beside  Gen.  Williams,  ^ 
and  the  entire  staff  of  the  31st  Lidi- 
ana,  we  lost  CoL  Boberts,  of  the  Tth 
Yermont ;  Maj.  Bickmore  and  Adj. 
Metcalfe,  of  the  14th  Maine ;  Capt 
Eugene  Kelty,  30th  Massachusetts, 
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and  from  200  to  800  others.  We 
took  about  100  prisoners,  half  of 
them  wotrnded.  Neither  party  had 
more  cannon  at  the  dose  than  at  the 
beginning  of  the  battle ;  but  the  Eeb- 
els  boasted  that  they  had  destroyed 
Federal  mnnitions  and  camp  equi- 
page of  very  considerable  value. 

Next  morning,  Commander  Por- 
ter, with  the  Essex,  7  guns  and  40 
men,  accompanied  by  the  Cayuga 
and  Sumter,  moved  up  in  quest  of 
the  Arkansas,  whose  two  consorts 
had  already  fled  up  the  river.  The 
ram  at  first  made  for  the  Essex,  in- 
tending to  run  her  down ;  but  her 
remaining  engine  soon  gave  out,  and 
she  was  headed  toward  the  river 
bank,  the  Essex  pursuing  and  shelling 
•her;  the  Arkansas  replying  feebly 
from  her  stem.  When  the  Essex  had 
approached  within  400  yards,  Lt. 
Stevens,  of  the  ram,  set  her  on  fire 
and  abandoned  her,  escaping  with 
his  crew  to  the  shore.  The  Essex 
continued  to  shell  her  for  an  hour ; 
when  her  magazine  was  fired  and  she 
blew  up. 

Commander  Porter,  having  re- 
mained at  Baton  Bouge  until  it  was 
evacuated  by  our  troops — who  were 
concentrated  to  repel  a  threatened 
attack  on  New  Orleans — ^returned  up 
the  river"  to  reconnoiter  Eebel  bat- 
teries th^t  were  said  to  be  in  progress 
at  Port  Hudson.  Ascending  thence 
to  coal  at  Bayou  Sara,  his  boat's 
<5rew  was  there  fired  upon  by  guerril- 
las, whereupon  some  buildings  were 
burned  in  retaliation ;  and,  the  fir- 
ing being  repeated  a  few  days  after- 
ward, the  remaining  structures  were 
in  like  manner  destroyed.  A  boat's 
crew  from  the  Essex  was  sent  ashore, 
some  days  later,  at  Natchez,  to  pro- 


cure ice  for  our  sick  sailors,  and  was 
unexpectedly  attacked  by  some  200 
armed  civilians,  who  killed  or 
wounded  T  of  her  crew.  Porter 
thereupon  opened  fire  on  the  town, 
bombarding  it  for  an  hour,  and  set- 
ting a  number  of  its  houses  on  fire, 
when  the  Mayor  surrendered.  On 
her  way  down  the  river,  the  Essex 
had  a  smart  engagement  with  the 
rising  batteries  at  Port  Hudson." 

Gen.  Butler's  preparations  having 
rendered  the  retaking  of  New  Or- 
leans hopeless,  the  meditated  attack 
on  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  forces 
collected  for  that  purpose  transferred 
to  other  service.  An  incursion  into 
the  rich  district  known  as  Lafourche, 
lying  south-west  of  New  Orleans, 
between  that  city  and  the  Gul^  was 
thereupon  projected,  and  General — 
late  Lieut. — ^Weitzel,  was  sent  with 
a  brigade  pf  infantry  and  the  requisite 
artillery  and  cavalry,  to  reestablish 
there  the  authority  of  the  Union. 
This  was  a  section  of  great  wealth : 
its  industry  being  devoted  mainly  to 
the  production  of  sugar  from  cane, 
its  population  more  than  half  slaves ; 
and  its  Whites,  being  entirely  slave- 
holders and  their  dependents,  had  ere 
this  been  brought  to  at  least  a  sem- 
blance of  unanimity  in  support  of 
the  Eebel  cause ;  but  their  military 
strength,  always  moderate,  had  in 
good  part  been  drafted  away  for  ser- 
vice elsewhere ;  so  that  Gen.  Weitzel, 
with  little  difliculty  and  great  expe- 
dition, made  himself  master  of  the 
entire  region, *•  after  two  or  three 
collisions,  in  which  he  sustained  little 
loss.  But  the  wealthy  Whites  gen- 
erally fied  fix)m  their  homes  at  his 
approach ;  while  the  negroes,  joyftil- 
ly  hailing  him  as  their  liberator, 
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Bpeedilj  filled  liis  camps  witli  crowds 
of  men,  women,  and  children,  desti- 
tnte  of  food,  and  fearing  to  go  outside 
of  his  lines  lest  they  should  be  re- 
duced again  to  Slavery*  Gen.  But- 
ler, after  anxious  consideration,  felt 
obliged  to  subject  the  whole  district 
to  sequestration,  in  order  to  secure 
the  cutting  and  grinding  of  the  cane, 
80  as  to  save  the  remaining  inhabit- 
ants firom  death  by  famine.  Maj. 
Bell,  Lt.-CoL  Kinsman,  and  Capt. 
Fuller,  were  appointed  a  commission, 
who  were  to  take  charge  of  all  per- 
sonal property,  and  either  apply  it  to 
the  use  of  the  army  or  transport  it  to 
New  Orleans  and  there  sell  it  to  the 
highest  bidders,  dispensing  to  loyal 
citizens  and  neutral  foreigners  their 
just  share  of  the  proceeds,  and  ap- 
plying the  residue  to  the  uses  of  the 
Pederal  service  in  this  military  de- 
partment Thus  were  the  negroes 
employed,  paid,  and  subsisted,  the 
crops  saved,  and  a  large  sum  turned 
over  to  the  support  of  our  armies, 
whfle  the  number  of  White  loyalists 
in  Lafourche  was  rapidly  and  largely 
increased  Two  Oongressional  dis- 
tricts having  thus  been  recovered, 
Messrs.  Benjamin  F.  Flanders  and 
Michael  Hahn  were  elected**  there- 
from to  the  Federal  House  of  Bepre- 
•entatives :  the  former  receiving  2,370 
votes,  to  173  for  others,  and  the  lat- 
ter 2,581,  which  was  144  more  than 
were  cast  against  him.  The  voting 
was  confined  to  electors  under  the 
laws  of  Louisiana  who  had  taken 
the  Federal  oath  of  alliance  since 
the  repossession  of  Ifew  Orleans; 
and  the  aggregate  poll  in  that  city 
outnumbered,  it  was  stated,  its  total 
vote  for  Secession  by  about  1,000. 
When  Gen.  Butler  fint  reached  that 


city,  there  were  not  a  hundred  persons 
in  Louisiana  outside  of  our  army  and 
fleet  who  would  have  dared  take  the 
oath,  however  willing  to  do  so. 

Toward  the  end  of  November,  Gen, 
Butler's  spies  brought  him  informa- 
tion from  the  nearest  Bebel  camps 
that  he  had  been  superseded  in  liis 
command,  and  that  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks 
either  was  or  soon  would  be  on  his 
way  to  relieve  him.  Some  days  be- 
fore information  of  the  purposed 
change  reached  our  side.  Secessionists 
in  New  Orleans  were  offering  to  bet 
a  hundred  to  ten  that  Gen.  Butler 
would  be  recalled  before  New  Year's. 
The  fact  was  known  to  Jefferson 
Davis  before  it  was  to  Gen.  Banks — 
long  before  it  was  communicated 
from  Washington  to  Gen.  Butler. 
It  is  probable  that  the  French  Min- 
ister, whose  Government  had  not 
been  pleased  with  Gen.  Butler's 
management  in  New  Orleans,  was 
the  immediate  source  of  Eebel  assur- 
ance on  this  point.  Gen.  Banks's 
assignment  to  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  is  dated  November  9th,  but  was 
not  made  known  to  him  till  some 
weeks  afterward. 

Gen.  Banks  reached  New  Orleans 
Dec.  14th,  was  received  with  every 
honor,  and  on  the  16th  formally  as- 
sumed the  high  trust  to  which  he 
had  been  appointed.  On  the  23d, 
Gen.  Butler  took  personal  leave  of 
his  many  friends,  and  next  day  issued 
his  farewell  address  to  the  people  of 
New  Orleans ;  leaving  for  New  York, 
via  Havana,  by  that  day's  boat.  He 
was  not  then  aware  that  he  had  been 
honored,  the  day  previous,  by  a  pro- 
clamation from  Jefferson  Davis,  de- 
claring him  a  felon,  outlaw,  and 
common    enemy  of  mankind,  and 
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directmg  any  Oonfederate  officer  who 
should  capture  him  to  hang  him 
without  trial  immediatcftj ;  and  fur- 
ther directing  that  all  commisBioned 
officers  in  his  command  be  regarded 
as  robbers  and  criminals,  deserving 
death ;  and  each  of  them,  whenever 
captured,  r^erved  for  execution." 
3£r.  Bichard  Teadon,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C,  backed  this  proclamation  by 
an  offer"  of  $10,000  reward,  payable 
in  Ccmfederate  currency,  for  the  cap- 
ture and  delivery  of  the  said  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,  dead  or  alive,  to  any 
proper  Confederate  authority. 

Gen.  Butler  had  taken  13,700  sol- 
diers from  the  I^orth  for  the  capture 
of  Kew  Orleans.  He  had  received 
no  reenforcements  since ;  and  he  now 
turned  over  to  his  successor  17,800 
drilled  and  disciplined  men,  includ- 
ing three  regiments  and  two  batteries 
of  negroes.  He  sent  home  to  the 
treasury  the  sum  of  $345,000 ;  ex- 
pended $525,000  in  feeding  the  poor 
of  Kew  Orleans ;  and  turned  over 
about  $200,000  to  the  Commissary 
and  Quartermaster  of  his  successor. 
He  had  collected,  by  taxation,  assess- 
ments, fines,  forfeitures,  and  confis- 
cations, an  aggregate  of  $1,088,000, 


which  he  had  faithfrilly  applied  to 

the  public  service.  He  had,  of  course, 

made  himself  very  unpopular  with 

the  wealthy  Eebels,  whom  he  had,  in 

proportion  to  their  several  volunteer 

contributions  of  money  in  aid  of  the 

Eebel  cause,  assessed  for  the  support 

of  the  New  Orleans  poor,  deprived 

of  employment  by  the  war;  and  he 

was  especially  detested  by  that  laige 

body  of  influential  foreigners  who, 

having  freely  devoted  their  efforts 

and  their  means  to  the  support  of 

the  Bebellion,  were  neither  regarded 

nor  treated  by  him  as  though  they  had 

be^i  honestly  neutral  in  the  contest 

In  his  farewell  address  to  the  people 

of  New  Orleans,  he  forcibly  says : 

**  I  saw  that  this  Bebellion  was  a  war  of 
the  aristocrats  against  the  middling  men^ 
of  the  rich  against  the  poor ;  a  war  of  the 
land-owner  against  the  laborer;  that  it  was 
a  struggle  for  the  retention  of  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  few  against  the  many ;  and  I 
found  no  ooncln^on  to  it,  save  in  the  sab- 
jagation  of  the  few  and  the  disenthrallmeat 
of  the  many.  I,  therefore,  felt  no  hesita- 
tion in  taking  the  substance  of  the  wealthy, 
who  had  caused  the  war,  to  feed  the  inno- 
cent poor,  who  had  suffered  hj  the  war. 
And  1  shall  now  leave  you  with  the  proud 
consciousness  that  I  carry  with  me  the  bless- 
ings of  the  humble  and  loyal,  under  the  roof 
of  tiie  cottage  and  in  the  cabin  of  the  slaye; 
and  so  am  quite  content  to  incur  the  sneen 
of  the  $alon  or  the  cutses  of  the  rich." 


*^  Mr.  Davis^s  procUmation  recites  the  hang- 
ing of  Mumford ;  the  neglect  of  our  Gk>yemment 
to  explain  or  disarow  that  act;  the  imprison- 
ment of  non-combatants ;  Butler's  woman  order 
aforesaid;  his  sequestration  of  estates  in  west- 
em  Louisiana;  and  the  inciting  to  insurrection 
and  arming  of  slaves  on  our  side,  as  his  justifl- 
cations  for  prodaiming— 

''First  That  all  commissioned  officers  !n  the 
command  of  said  Benjamin  F.  Butler  be  dedared 
not  entitled  to  be  considered  as  soldiers  engaged 
in  honorable  warfare,  but  as  robbers  and  crim- 
inals, deserving  death ;  and  that  they  and  each 
of  them  be^  whenever  captured,  reserved  for  ex- 
ecution. 

**  Second.  That  the  private  sokUers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  m  the  army  of  said  Butler 
be  considered  as  only  the  instruments  used  for 
the  commission  of  crimes  perpetrated  by  his  or- 


ders, and  not  as  fVee  agents ;  that  they,  thera- 
fore,  be  treated,  when  captured  as  prisoners  of 
war,  with  kindness  and  humanity,  and  be  sent 
home  on  the  usual  parole  that  tiiey  will  in  do 
manner  aid  or  serve  the  United  States  in  any  ca- 
pacity during  the  continuance  <^  this  war,  unless 
dulvexchanged. 

"Third.  That  aU  negro  slaves  captured  in 
arms  be  at  once  delivered  over  to  the  executive 
authorities  of  the  respective  States  to  which  they 
belong,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of 
saidStatea 

**  Fourth.  That  the  like  orders  be  executed  in 
all  cases  with  respect  to  all  commissioned  officers 
of  the  United  States,  when  found  serving  in  oom* 
pany  with  said  slaves  in  insurrection  aninst  the 
authorities  of  the  different  States  of  this  Confed- 
eracy. 

[S%ned  and  sealed  at  ^chmond,  Dec.  23, 186t.J 
^JsmaaoH  Davis.*' 

*»  Jan.  1,1863. 
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VI, 


VIBGINIAr-MoOLELLAN'S   ADVANCE. 


The  rooted  inaction  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac/  with  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Bailroad  obetracted  and 
broken  up  on  its  right,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Potomac  preduded'  by 
Bebel  batteries  on  its  left,  was  stub- 
bomlj  maintained,  in  spite  of  fit- 
ful, delusive  promises  of  movwxent, 
thronghout  the  Winter  of  1861-3. 
Gen.  HcClellan,  who,  from  his  Com- 
fortable house  in  Washington,  issued 
orders  to  all  the  military  fc^rees  of 
our  country,  retained  likewise  the 


immediate  anckeq>ecaal  command  of 
tbJ3  grand  army  of  900,000  men,  ap- 
parently fatigued  by  the  neoessity  of 
framing  excuse  after  excuse  for  its 
inm^ipn,'  though  the  mort  of  it  r^ 
mained  under  twts,  efposed  to  &e 
vicipsitudes  pf  a  Winter  which — 
thou^  it  had  been  remarkably  dry 
and  fine,  with  the  roadft  in  admbrabhi 
condition,  until  Christmas — ^becam^ 
stormy  and  inhospituble  soon  after- 
ward; so  that  the  since  fiuaous  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  who,  for  eminent 


'  CapL  Fox,  AmBUaii  QmeeUij  of  th9  H«tj, 
as  evlj  aa  Jul^  Ist,  1861,  notified  the  War  De- 
partment that  the  Potomac  wptdd  **80on  he 
eloaed  bf  the  batteries  of  the  Rebels; "  and 
Secretarf  Welles  rStecated  the  wanting  on  the 
20th  of  ApgusL 

"In  October,  1861,  the  Narf  Bepartment 
again  urged  the  matter  upon  the  consideration 
ef  the  War  Department,  *  *  *  representing 
that  the  question  was  simply:  Would  the  Army 
edoperate  with  the  Navj  in  securing  &e  unob- 
Stroeted  naTigation  of  the  Potomac,  or,  hj 
withholding  that  cooperation  at  that  time,  per- 
ttH  00  important  a  diannel  of  coomiunioation 
tobacioaedr 

McCSeUan  at  last  agreed  to  spare  4^000  men 
for  the  od<^ratiTe  measure;  but»  when  Capt. 
Qraren  assembled  his  flotilla  at  the  appomted 
tine  and  l^aoe,  the  troops  were  not  on  hand. 
Ibe  Qeneral's  excuse  was  that  his  engineers 
were  oi  the  opinion  that  so  large  a  body  of 
troops  oonld  not  be  landed  at  Matthias  Point — 
file  plaoe  agreed  upon.  Upon  Capt  Fox's  as- 
sansoe  that  the  Kavy.  Department  would  at- 
tmd  to  thelaodinf  of  the  troops,  he  (McOelisn) 
agreed  tiiat  thej  should  be  sent  on  the  follow- 
ing night.  Again  the  flotilla  was  in  readiness; 
again  the  troops  were  missing.  K o  troops  were 
tiien,  Bor  erer,  sent  down  for  that  purpose ;  the 
only  reason  elicited  firoa  MoC^Uan  being  that 
he  feared  it  might  bring  on  a  general  engage* 
nent  Oapt  Graven  indignantly  threw  up  his 
eommand  on  the  Potomac,  and  appBed  to  be 
MBt  to  tea — ^Bot  wiahhig  to  lose  hisown  reputa- 
ttoo,  onacccMutof  Q0fi-a5opeiation  on  the  part 
of  Ihaanoy. 


(Tike  fbcegeuig  note  is  eondensed  from  the 
first  Beport  of  the  J^»int  Qoipmi^tee  of  OoQgnsa 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  Wimt.)  . 

'Gen.  John  (^.Baivapd,  dhief  ef  Bogmeen  te 
the  Army  ef  th^  Potomac,  in  a  report  to  Qeo. 
MoQellw  at  the  close  of  the  Peninsula  cam- 
paign, says: 

"  One  of  the  prominent  among  the  causes  of 
ultimate  &ilure  was  the  inaction  of  eight  months, 
from  August,  1861,  to  April,  1862.  More  tham 
any  oth^r  wars,  Rebellion  demands  rapid  mea- 
sures. In  NoTsmber,  1861,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  if  not  fiiUy  supplied  with  aU  the  '  ma^ 
terieV  WAB  yet  about  as  complete  in  numbers^ 
disoipUne,  and  organSaation  as  it  erer  became. 
For  four  mon&s,  the  |reat  marine  arentie  te 
the  capital  of  the  nation  was  blocJtaded,  and 
that  ci^ital  kept  in  a  partial  state  of  siege,  by  a 
greatly  inferior  enemy,  in  &ce  of  a  mmM^ 
army  of  150,000  men. 

«'Inthe  Winter  of  1861  and  1862,  Vorfolir 
could  and  should  haTO  been  taken.  The  navy 
demanded  it,  the  country  demanded  it,  and  the 
means  were  ample.  By  its  eaptiue,  the  eareer 
of  the  ICerrimac^  which  proyed  so  disastrous  to 
our  subsequent  operations,  would  have  been 
prevented.  Theiweparatioa  ofthisTessd  was 
known,  and  the  Htmrr  Departpent  was  not  with* 
out  forebodings  of  the  mischief  it  would  do. 


ThoQ^  delay  might  ipature  more  eompre- 

greater  results  it  i^ 

not  the  first  case  iii  which  It  has  been  shown 


hensive  plans  and  promise 


that  sueoessful  war  involves  something  more 
than  abstract  militarjrprinoiplea.  The  true  poli- 
cy was  to  seise  the  first  practicable  nvsmei^  to 
satisiy  the  perhi^fM  unrsasoni^le  but  natural 
longing  of  an  impttient  nation  for  results  to  ^wti- 
fy  Its  lavish  oonfldenoe,  and  to  take  advantage 
of  an  undivided  command  and  untrammeled 
hber^Qfactiomrhilp  they  were  poepefMd.'* 
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vices  in  the  "battle  of  Bull  Run,  had, 
in  September,  been  promoted  to  a 
Major-Generalship,  and  assigned  to 
command  at  Winchester,  and  who 
had  led^  a  strong  ibrce  westward, 
expecting  to  surprise  and  capture  our 
detachments  holding  Bath  and  Bom- 
nej,  though  he  succeeded  in  taking 
both  those  places,  driving  out  their 
garrisons,  capturing  a  few  prisoners, 
and  destroying  at  Bomnej  very  con- 
siderable supplies,  yet  his  unsheltered 
troops  suflFered  so  severely  from  storm 
and  frost,  while  so  many  of  his  horses 
were  disabled  by  falling  on  the  icy 
roads,  that  his  losses  probably  ex- 
ceeded the  damage  inflicted  on  us; 
and  his  blow  was  fairly  countered  by 
Gen.  F.  W.  Lander,  who  led  4,000 
men  southward  from  the  Potomac,' 
and,  bridging  the  Great  Cacapon  in 
the  night,  made  a  dash  at  Blooming 
Gap,  which  he  surprised,  killing  13 
and  capturing  75  Bebels,  including 
17  officers,  with  a  loss  of  2  men  and 
6  horses. 

Gen.  Simon  Cameron  had  been 
succeeded'  by  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stan- 
ton— an  eminent  lawyer,  without 
pretensions  to  military  knowledge, 
and  of  limited  experience  in  public 
affairs,  but  evincing  a  rough  energy 
and  zeal  for  decisive  efforts,  which 
the  country  hailed  as  of  auspicious 
augury.  Two  weeks  later,'  a  "War 
Order  was  issued  by  the  President, 
commanding  a  general  advance  upon 
the  enemy  from  every  quarter  on  the 
22d  of  February  proximo,  and  de- 
claring that  "  the  Secretaries  of  War 
and  of  the  Navy,  with  all  their  sub- 
ordinates, and  the  General-in-Chief, 
with  aU  other  commanders  and  sub- 
ordinates of  land  and  naval  forces, 
will  severally  be  held  to  their  strict 


and  full  responsibilities  for  the  prompt 
execution  of  this  order.**  Four  days 
later,  a  *  Special  War  Order  No.  1* 
was  likewise  issued  to  Gen.  McCId- 
lan,  commanding  him,  on  or  before 
the  22d  prox.  aforesaid,  to  impel  "all 
the  disposable  Ibrce  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,*'  "for  the  immediate 
object  of  seizing  and  occupying  a 
point  upon  the  railroad  south-west- 
ward of  what  is  known  as  Manassas 
Junction.**  Though  these  orders  are 
signed  Abraham  Lincoln,  they  doubts 
less  received  their  initial  impiidse  from 
the  new  Secretary  of  War,  who  had 
already  urged  Gen.  McClellan  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  "sQCure  the  re- 
opening of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  and  free  the  banks  of  the 
lower  Potomac  from  the  Rebel  bat- 
teries which  annoyed  passing  ves- 
sels.** •  Gen.  M.  had  been  previously 
urged  by  the  President  to  organize 
his  army  into  four  or  five  distinct 
corps,  under  Generals  of  his  own 
choice ;  which  he  had  declined,  and 
still  declined,  to  do;  alleging  that  be 
wished  first  to  test  his  officers  in  ac- 
tive service  as  division  commanders, 
so  that  he  "  might  be  able  to  decide 
from  actual  trial  who  were  best  fit- 
ted to  exercise  those  important  com- 
mands.** At  length,*  the  President 
issued  ^  General  War  Order  No.  2,* 
directing  the  organization  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  into  four 
corps,  to  be  commanded  by  Gens. 
McDowell,  Sumner,  Heintzelman, 
and  Keyes  respectively,  beside  the 
forces  to  be  left  for  the  defense  of 
'W'ashington  under  Brig.-Gten.  James 
S.  Wadsworth,  who  should  also  be 
Military  Governor  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  a  fifth,  composed  of 
the  forces  on  the  upper  Potomac,  to 
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be  commanded  by  G^n.  Nath'l  P. 
Banka  Gen.  McClellan^  '^in  com- 
pliance with  the  Presideilt^B  War 
Order  No.  2,"  made  this  disposi- 
tion." 

Gen.  McOlellan's  original  plan  con- 
templated an  advance  on  lUchmond 
by  way  of  the  lower  Rappahannock, 
landing  at  TJrbana,  and  making  a 
secondary  base  of  West  Point,  at  the 
head  of  York  river ;  and  this  would 
seem,  whether  regarded  abstractly  or 
in  the  light  of  subsequent  experience, 
to  be  far  preferable  to  the  route  on 
which  he  ultimately  decided,  having 
its  base  at  Fortress  Monroe;  but 
either  of  these,  and  indeed  any  ap- 
proach to  Bichmpnd  otherwise  than 
from  the  north,  was  exposed  to  the 
serionB  if  not  fatal  objection  that  it 
involved  a  division  and  dispersion  of 
our  forces,  or  left  the  National  me- 
tropolis, with  its  enormous  d6p6ts  of 
arms,  munitions,  and  provisions,  to 
say  nothing  of  its  edifices  and  ar- 
chivee,  at  the  mercy  of  the  Bebels, 
who  could  hardly  fail  to  rush  upon, 
sack,  and  bum  it,  if  our  grand  army 
were  transferred  bodily  to  the  base 
of  the  Yirginian  Peninsula.  The 
President,  therefore,  before  giving 
his  aseent  to  Gen.  McCleUan's  pro- 
ject, addressed  to  him  the  following 
letter: 

^Xxsounvs  Hansion,  Washington,  ) 
"February  8,  1862.  f 

**  IIt  Dbar  Sib  :  Yon  and  I  have  distinct 
tod  dbferent  plans  for  a  movement  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac ;  jonrs  to  be  done  by 
th«  Chesapeake,  np  the  Rappahannock  to 
Urbana,  and  across  land  to  the  terminus  of 
the  railroad  on  the  York  river;  mine  to 
move  direcUy  to  a  point  on  the  railroad 
•onthwest  of  Manassas. 

**  If  yon  will  give  satisfactory  answers  to 
the  following  qnestions,  I  shall  gladly  yield 
my  plan  to  yoors : 

**10L  Does   not   your   plan   involve   a 


greatly  larger   expenditure   of  time   and 
money  than  mine  ? 

**  2d.  Wherein  is  a  victory  more  certain 
by  your  plan  than  mine? 

"  8d.  Wherein  is  a  victory  more  valtuibU 
by  your  plan  than  mine? 

'*  4th.  In  fact,  wonld  it  not  be  lern  vain* 
able  in  this :  that  it  would  break  no  great 
line  of  the  enemy^s  communications,  while 
mine  would  ? 

^'  5th.  In  case  of  disaster,  would  not  a 
retreat  be  more  difficult  by  your  plan  than 
mine? 

•*  Yours,  truly, 

*^  Abraham  Linooln.*' 

These  inquiries  seem  not  to  have 
been  directly  answered;  bat,  in  a 
long  letter  of  even  date,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  Qen.  McOlellan  ni^es 
the  strength  of  the  Bebel  position  at 
and  around  Manassas  Junction ;  the 
reported  fact  that  the  fords  of  the 
Occoquan  were  watched  by  the 
Bebels  and  defended  by  concealed 
batteries  on  the  heights  in  their  rear, 
which  were  being  strengthened  by 
additional  intrend^ents ;  that,  dur- 
ing our  advance  from  the  Accotink 
to  the  Occoquan,  our  right  flank  be- 
comes exposed  to  an  attack  from 
Fairfax  Station,  Sangster's,  and 
Union  Mills ;  that  it  would  not  do 
to  divide  our  army  by  leaving  a  por- 
tion in  front  of  Centerville  while  the 
rest  crosses  the  Occoquan ;  that  the 
roads  in  this  quarter  were  liable,  for 
some  time  yet,  to  be  obstructed  by 
rains  and  snow,  so  that  '^it  seems 
certain  that  many  weeks  may  elapse 
before  it  is  possible  to  commence  the 
march ;"  and  that — 

*«  As^ming  the  success  of  this  operation, 
and  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  as  certain,  the 
question  at  once  arises  as  to  the  importance 
of  the  results  gained.  I  think  these  results 
would  be  confined  to  the  possession  of  the 
field  of  battle,  the  evacuation  of  the  line  of 
the  upper  Potomac  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
moral  eftect  of  the  victory ;  important  re- 
sults, it  is  true :  but  not  decisive  of  the  war, 
nor  securing  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's 
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main  armj;  for  he  ooold  fall  back  upon 
other  positions,  and  fight  ns  agun  and 
again,  ahoald  the  condkion  of  his  troops 
permit  If  be  is  in  no  condition  to  fight  ns 
again  out  of  the  range  of  the  intrenchments 
at  Richmond,  we  would  find  it  a  very  diffi- 
cult and  tedious  matter  to  follow  him  up 
there;  for  he  would  destroy  bis  railroad 
bridges  and  otherwise  impede  our  progress, 
through  a  region  where  the  roads  are  as 
bad  as  they  well  can  be ;  and  we  would 
probably  find  ourselves  forced  at  last  to 
change  the  whole  theater  of  war,  or  to  seek 
a  shorter  land  route  to  Richmond,  with  a 
smaller  available  force,  and  at  an  expendi- 
ture of  much  more  time  than  were  we  to 
adopt  the  short  line  at  once.  We  would 
also  have  forced  the  enemy  to  concentrate 
his  forces  and  perfect  his  defensive  mea- 
sures, at  tlie  very  points  where  it  is  desir- 
able to  strike  him  when  least  prepared." 

On  the  other  hand,  Gen.  McClel- 
lan  urged  in  favor  of  an  advance  by 
the  route  he  preferred,  that — 

**It  affords  the  shortest  possible  land- 
route  to  Richmond,  and  strikes  directly  at 
the  heart  of  the  enemy's  power  in  the  East 

^*  The  roads  in  that  region  are  passable  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year. 

"The  country  now  alluded  to  is  much 
more  favorable  for  offensive  operations  than 
that  in  front  of  Washington  (which  is  eery 
unfavorable),  much  more  level,  more  cleared 
land,  the  woods  less  dense,  the  soil  more 
sandy,  and  the  Spring  some  two  or  three 
weeks  earlier.  A  movement  in  force  on 
that  line  obliges  the  enemy  to  abandon  his 
intrenched  position  at  Manassas,  in  order 
to  hasten  to  cover  Richmond  and  Norfolk. 
He  must  do  this ;  for,  should  he  permit  us 
to  occupy  Richmond,  his  destruction  can  be 
averted  only  by  entirdy  defeating  us  in  a 
battle,  in  which  he  must  be  the  assailant. 
This  movement,  if  successful,  gives  us  the 
capital,  the  communications,  the  supplies  of 
the  Rebels:  Norfolk  would  fall;  all  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake  would  be  ours ; 
all  Virginia  would  be  in  our  power,  and  the 
enemy  forced  to  abandon  Tennessee  and 
North  Carolina.  The  alternative  presented 
to  the  enemy  would  be,  to  beat  til  in  a 
position  selected  by  ourselves,  disperse,  or 
pass  beneath  the  Caudine  Forks. 

"Should  we  be  beaten  in  a  battle,  we 
have  a  perfectly  secure  retreat  down  the 
Peninsula  upon  Fortress  Monroe,  with  our 
flanks  perfectly  covered  by  the  fleet 

*' During  the  whole  movement,  our  left 
flank  is  covered  by  the  water.  Our  right 
is  secure,  for  the  reason  that  the  enemy  is 
too  distant  to  reach  us  in  time ;  he  can  only 


oppose  Qs  in  front;  we  bring  onr  fieefc  fioAi 

full  play.** 

He  firther  nTged,  in  favor  of  a 

landing  at  Urbana,  that — 

"  This  point  is  easily  reached  by  veiaeb 
of  heavy  draught ;  it  is  neither  occupied  nor 
observed  by  the  enemy;  it  is  but  one  march 
from  West  Point,  the  key  of  that  re{^ 
and  thence  but  two  marches  to  RichmoDd. 
A  rapid  movement  from  Urbana  would  pro* 
bably  cut  off  Magrnder  in  the  Peninsola, 
and  enable  us  to  occupy  Richmond  before 
it  could  be  strongly  r6enforced.  Should 
we  fail  in  that,  we  could^  with  the  c5operip 
tion  of  the  navy,  cross  the  James  and  show 
ourselves  in  rear  of  Richmond,  thus  forcing 
the  enemy  to  come  out  and  attack  us ;  for 
his  position  would  be  untenable  with  us  on 
the  southern  bank  of  the  river.  Should 
circumstances  render  it  not  advisable  to 
land  at  Urbana,  we  can  use  Mob  Jack  Bay; 
or,  the  worst  coming  to  the  worst,  we  osn 
take  Fortress  Monroe  as  a  base,  and  operate 
with  complete  security — although  with  lest 
celerity  and  brilliancy  of  results--up  the 
Peninrala.'^ 

The  President  deferred  to  these 
urgtot  representations,  though  they 
involved  the  necessitj  of  a  long  delay 
and  a  heavy  expense  in  procuring 
transportation  by  water  for  so  great 
an  army.  The  duty  of  obtaining  the 
requisite  vessels  was  devolved  an 
John  Tucker,  Assistant-Secretary  of 
War ;  who,  on  the  6th  of  April,  re- 
ported that  he  had  chartered  there- 
for 113  steamers,  188  schooners,  a&d 
88  barges,  and  that  these  had — ^with- 
in 37  days  from  the  time  he  first  re- 
ceived the  order,  and  most  of  it 
within  30  days — ^transported  from 
Perryville,  Alexandria,  and  Wash- 
ington, to  Fortress  Monroe,  121,600 
men,  14,592  anhnals,  1,150  wagons, 
44:  batteries,  and  74  ambulances,  be- 
side pontoon-bridges,  telegraph  ma- 
terials, and  the  enormous  quantity  of 
equipage,  &c.,  required  for  such  an 
army ;  with  a  total  loss  of  9  barges 
and  8  nlules :  the  former  having  been 
driven  ashore  in  a  gale  when  withm 
a  few  miles  of  Fortress  Monroe.    He 
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adds  that  the  change  which  had 
meantime  been  made  from  Urbana 
to  Fortress  Monroe,  as  the  point  of 
debarkation,  had  caused  delay  in  the 
movement. 

The  force  of  Gen.  McClellan's  ob- 
lections  to  the  advance  desired  and 
at  first  commanded  by  President 
Lincoln,  depends  entirely  on  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  estimate  of  the  Rebel 
numbers  in  his  front.  He  estimated 
throughout  that  these  ranged  from 
80,000  to  120,000  men,  with  over 
300  cannon."  On  the  other  hand, 
those  who  were  eager  for  a  direct  and 
decisive  blow,  insisted,  from  first  to 
last,  that  the  Bebel  army  at  no  time 
exceeded  60,000  in  number,  and  was 
oftener  below  60,000." 

G^n.  Beauregard  had  relinquished" 
the  command  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  take  direction  in  the  "West, 
and  been  succeeded  by  Gen.  Joseph 
E.  Johnston,  who  soon  commenced  a 
quiet  and  carefrd  evacuation  of  his 
"Winter  camps,  which  he  completed 
on  the  8th  of  March  ;  retiring  south- 
ward behind  the  Bapidan,  leaving 
nothing  of  the  least  value  to  our  ser- 
vice. So  admirably  was  this  usually 
perilous  movement  conducted,  or  so 


worthless  was  McGellan's  observa- 
tion and  secret  service,  that  no  hint 
of  it  appears  to  have  reached  our 
General  until  the  day  after  its  com- 
pletion." He  then  ordered  an  ad- 
vance of  our  grand  army  upon  Cen- 
terville  and  Manassas,  as  transports 
had  not  yet  been  provided  for  their 
passage  down  the  Potomac  and  Ches- 
apeake, and  with  a  view  of  giving 
them,  he  says,  ^'  an  opportunity  to 
gain  some  experience  on  the  march 
and  bivouac,  preparatory  to  the  cam- 
paign, and  to  get  rid  of  the  superflu- 
ous baggage  and  other  impedi- 
menta,' which  accumulate  so  easily 
around  an  army  encamped  for  along 
time  in  one  locality.''  His  cavahy 
advance.  Col.  Averill,  reached  the 
enemy's  deserted  lines  at  Centerville 
at  noon  next  day.  Of  course,  no 
enemy  was  found  there,  nor  nearer 
than  "Warrenton  Junction;  where 
Gen.  Stoneman,  with  our  cavalry, 
discovered  them  in  force  on  the  14tli, 
and  returned  without  attacking 
them.  The  main  body  of  our  army 
had  conmienced  its  return  to  the  Po- 
tomac on  the  11th ;  on  which  day  the 
President  issued*  War  Order  No.  3,' 
relieving  Gen.  McClellan  from  the 


"He  states  in  his  official  Report  that  the 
diief  of  his  secret  service  oorps,  Mr.  E.  J.  Al- 
len, reported,  on  the  8th  of  March,  that  the 
forces  of  the  Rebel  Army  of  the  Potomac  at 
that  date  were  as  follows : 
At  Mannnm,  Cent^rrlUe,  Ball  Ban,  Upper 

OccoquAD,  and  Tidnltf 80,000  men. 

At  Brook8*t  SutioD,  Damfriea,  Low«r  Oooo- 

qoan,  and  TlclnltT ia,000    ** 

AtLeeabaivandTlelnltj......  4,800    •* 

Intha  Shenandoah VaUef.-.S 18,000    •♦ 

ToUlnomber U^m   * 

■The  writer  yisited,  early  in  January,  Gen. 
Wadsworth,  in  bis  camp  near  Ball's  Cross- 
Roads;  when,  on  this  point,  Gen.  W.  said :  "  I 
see  and  examine  all  deserters  and  contrabands 
who  reach  us  from  the  Rebel  camps  in  ourfh>nt ; 
and  their  testimony  conyinoes  me  that  they  haye 
but  fifty  or  sixty  regiments  in  all— certainly  not 
oyer  60,000  men."    This,  of  course,  did  not  in- 


clude outlying  detachments,  whether  at  and 
toward  Winchester  or  below  the  Ooooqiian. 

Most  Rebel  writers  who  touch  this  pomt,  and 
British  officers  who  served  with  or  yisited  the 
Rebel  army  during  the  ensuing  campaign,  were 
unanimous  in  making  their  total  eflfoctiye  foroe 
during  that  'Winter  less  than  60,000. 

*»  Jan.  80. 

>* Pollard  says: 

"  For  the  spaceof  three  weeks  before  the  army 
left  its  intrenchments  at  Manassas,  preparations 
were  being  made  for  falling  back  to  the  line  of 
the  RappiOiannock,  by  the  quiet  and  gradual  re- 
moval of  the  vast  accumulations  of  army  stores ; 
and,  with  such  consummate  address  was  this 
managed,  that  our  own  troops  had  no  idea  of 
what  was  hitended  until  the  inarch  was  taken 
up.  The  first  inthnation  the  enemy  had  of  the 
evacuation  of  Manassas  was  the  smoke  of  the 
soldiers'  huts  that  had  been  fired  by  our  army. 
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adds   that  the  change  which   had  I  worthlcBB  was  McQellaii'g  obeenra- 

meantime  been  made  from  Urbana  I  tion  and  secret  service,  that  no  hint 

^^  *  — 

•..':*   t:  '     . 


•   ..'.;v.  "t  .•  TJ     •  ■   -  .  f.  y  V    onl    •    . 
'       r--    :•:.     l      V  it:.  .1  t       MTt-.    ;  . 

:..:.-tr   '^'   N't- !■..   :  on  ^  -'Mi'L  -l;  \  • 


>•  .- 


J.*'. 


but  fiflj  or  sixty  regiments  in  all-— certainly  not  |  evacoation  of  Manassas  was  the  smoke  of  the 
orer  50,000  men."    This,  of  course,  did  not  in-  I  soldiers'  hnts  that  had  been  fired  by  our  armjr.'* 
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oonnmand  of  all  military  departments 
but  that  of  the  Potomac ;  extending 
Oen.  Halleek's  department  in  the 
West  so  as  to  include  all  the  Miasis- 
sippi  Valley  northward  of  the  Gulf 
States  and  west  of  a  north  and  south 
line  drawn  through  Enox  ville,  Tenn. ; 
and  creating  a  new  '  Mountain  De- 
partment,' consisting  of  the  country 
between  McClellan's  and  Halleck's, 
to  be  commanded  by  Gen.  Fremont. 

Undoubtedly,  this  order  indicated 
a  diKninution,  if  not  absolute  fsdlure, 
of  the  President's  confidence  in  his 
BOiior  General ;  and,  while  it  is  very 
obvious  that  the  commander  of  a 
great  army  operating  from  the  Pen- 
insula against  Eichmond  could  not 
properly  and  safely  direct  the  move- 
ments of  other  armies,  scattered  all 
over  the  country,  and  with  which  his 
telegraphic  communipations  would 
probably  be  often  interrrupted,  it  is 
certain  that  all  our  movements 
should  have  been  directed  by  a  com- 
mon head^  responsible  for  the  proper 
distribution  and  concentration  of  our 
forces.  A  Secretary  of  War,  how- 
ever able  and  fit,  is  perplexed  by 
duties  and  anxieties  too  multifarious 
and  distracting  to  permit  of  his  serv- 
ing to  advantage  as  Generalissimo. 

Two  days  later,  at  a  council  of 
corps  commanders  at  Fairfax  Court 
House,  it  was  decided — ^for  reasons 
not  given  and  not  apparent — ^to  de- 
bark our  army  at  Old  Point  Comfort, 
between  the  York  and  James  rivers, 
instead  of  Urbana  or  Mob  Jack  Bay 
—a  most  unfortunate  decision,  though 
materially  qualified  by  the  following 
provisos: 

^  Ist.  That  the  enemy^s  vessel  Merrimao 
otn  be  neatndized. 

*^2d.  That  the  means  of  transportation, 
safflcient  for  an  immediate  transfer  of  the 
Corce  to  its  new  base,  can  be  ready  at  Wash- 
VOL.  n.— 8 


ington  and  Alexandria  to  move  down  the 
Potomac:  and 

"  8d.  That  a  naval  auxiliary  force  can  be 
had  to  silence,  or  aid  in  silencing,  tiie 
enemy's  batteries  on  York  river.  ^ 

"  4th.  That  the  forces  to  be  left  to  cover 
Washington  shall  be  such  as  to  give  an  en- 
tire feefing  of  security  for  its  safety  from 
menace.    (Unanimous.) 

"  If  the  foregoing  can  not  bo,  the  army 
should  then  be  moved  agidnst  the  en- 
emy, behind  the  Rappahannock,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment;  and  the  means 
for  reconstructing  bridges,  repairing  rail- 
roads and  stocking  them  with  material  suf- 
ficient for  supplying  the  army,  should  at 
once  be  collected  for  both  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  and  Acquia  and  Richmond  Rail- 
roads.   (Unanimous.) 

"  N.  B.  That  with  the  forts  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Potomac  ftilly  garrisoned,  and 
those  on  the  left  bank  occupied,  a  covering 
force  in  front  of  the  Virginia  line  of  25,000 
men  would  suffice.  (Keyes,  Heintzelman 
and  McDowell.)  A  total  of  40,000  men  for 
the  defense  of  the  city  would  suffice.  (Sum- 
ner.)" 

This  decision,  being  communicated 
to  the  War  Department,  was  prompt-* 
ly  responded  to  aa  follows : 

"  Wab  Dbpabtmekt,  March  18, 1862, 
"ToM^.-Gen.  Geo.B.  MoOlellan: 

**The  President,  having  considered  the 
plan  of  operations  agreed  upon  by  yourself 
and  the  commanders  of  army  corps,  makes 
no  objection  to  the  same,  but  gives  the  fol- 
lowing directions  as  to  its  execution : 

^^Ist  Leave    such    force    at    Manassas 
Junction  as  shall  make  it  entirely  certain 
that  the  enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself    . 
of  that  position  and  line  of  communication. 

'^  2d.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secure. 

^^dd.  Move  the  remainder  of  the  force 
down  the  Potomac,  choosing  a  new  base  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  or  anywhere  between 
here  and  there :  or,  at  all  events,  move  such 
remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy  by  motm  route. 

**  Edwin  M.  Stantow, 

"Secretary  of  War." 

Gen.  McClellan  hereupon  ordered 
Gen.  Banks,  with  his  corps,  to  move 
both  his  divisions  down  from  the 
Shenandoah  Yalley  to  Manassas; 
there  to  intrench  and  rebuild  the  rail- 
roads and  bridges, "  occupy  by  grand 
guards  Warrenton  Junction,  or  War- 
renton  itself,  and   also  some  little 
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more  advanced  point  on  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  Railway,"  leaving 
bnt  two  r^ments  of  cavalry  to  "  oo- 
cupy  Winchester  and  thoroughly 
Bcour  the  country  south  of  the  rail- 
way and  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley." 
Gen.  Banks  had  already  throvm 
across  the  Potomac,  at  Harper's 
Ferry,"  the  28th  Pennsylvania,  Ool. 
Geary,  following  himself,**  taking 
possession  of  Bolivar  and  Loudon 
Heights,  Leesburg,  Charlestown," 
and  Martinsburg,**  and  pushing  back 
the  Rebels  to  Winchester,  which 
Stonewall  Jackson  evacuated  "  with- 
out a  struggle.  Gen.  Shield^  com- 
manding Lander's  division,"  pursued 
Jackson  to  Newmarket,"  where  he 
found  him  strongly  posted  and  ready 
for  action.  He  thereupon  fell  back 
rapidly  to  Winchester,  pursued  by 
Jackson's  cavalry,  under  Turner 
Ashby.  Gen.  Banks,  having  dis- 
patched one  division  toward  Center- 
ville,"  Jackson's  spies  assured  him 
that  Shields  had  but  four  regiments 
left,  and  might  easily  be  captured  or 
routed  ;  so  Ashby  drove  in  our  pick- 
e^  and  pressed  hard  upon  Shields, 
who  kept  the  larger  part  of  his  force 
concealed  until  Jackson  was  induced 
to  advance  in  force  and  attack.  Li 
the  slight  skirmish  which  occurred," 
Gen.  Shields  was  struck  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell  which  broke  his  arm, 
and  so  injured  his  shoulder  and  side 
'that  he  fought  next  day's  battle  in 
bed.  Jackson  had  10  regiments  of 
infantry,  all  Virginians,  but  reports 
their  aggregate  strength  at  only  3,087 
men,  with  27  guns  and  290  cavalry." 


Gea.  ShieUs  had  6,000  in&ntry,  760 
cavalry,  and  24  guns,  well  posted 
some  three  miles  south  of  Winchester, 
and  half  a  mile  north  of  the  little 
village  of  Kbenstown,  covering  the 
three  principal  roads  which  enter 
Winchester  from  the  south-east, 
south,  and  south-west. 

Gen.  Banks  had  remained  with 
Shields  imtil  about  10  a.  m.  ;"  when, 
a  careful  reconnoissance  having  disr 
covered  no  enemy  in  fr6nt  but 
Ashby's  cavalry,  he  concluded  that 
Jackson  was  too  weak  or  too  cautious 
to  risk  an  attack,  and  departed  for 
Washington  via  Harper's  Ferry.  Be- 
fore noon,  however.  Shields  was  ad- 
vised by  Col.  Kimball,  on  his  left, 
that  a  Rebel  battery  had  opened  on 
his  position,  and  appeared  to  be  sup- 
ported by  a  considerable  force  of  in- 
fantry. Thereupon,  Sullivan's  bri- 
gade was  pushed  forward  to  support 
Kimball,  and  our  artillery  opened 
simultaneously  with  one  or  two  more 
Rebel  batteries ;  but  at  such  distance 
as  to  do  little  harm.  Soon,  a  still 
larger  force  of  aU  arms  was  develop- 
ed by  Jackson  on  his  right,  and  an 
effort  made  to  turn  our  left,  which 
was  gallantly  resisted  and  foiled  by 
Sullivan's  brigade,  supporting  Jenks's 
artillery.  Jackson  then  reenforced 
heavily  his  left,  sending  two  addition- 
al batteries  and  his  reserve  to  sup- 
port the  movement;  when  Shields 
ordered  up  Tyler's  brigade  of  4  regi- 
ments to  the  support  of  CoL  Kim- 
ball, conmianding  that  wing,  where- 
by liie  Rebels  were  outnumbered  and 
hurled  back  upon  their  main  body, 


»  Feb.  24  "  Feb.  26.  "  Feb.  28. 

"March  3.  ••March  11. 

*Gen.  F.  W.  Lander,  one  of  ihB  bravest  and 
best  of  our  earlj  oommanders,  had  died  March 
2d,  of  congestion  of  the  brain,  caused  bj  hard- 
Bh\j^  exposure,  and  anxiety. 


"March  19.  "March  22. 

"About  sunset,  March  22. 

^  Pollard  sajs  the  Confederate  forces  amoant- 
ed  to  6,000  men,  with  Oapt  McLaughlin's  bat- 
tery and  CoL  Ashby's  cavalry.' 

"Sunday,  March  23. 
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stronglj  posted  behind  a  high  and 
fiolid  stone  wall,  crossing  a  hill, 
where  a  desperate  stand  was  made 
by  Jackson's  famons  ^Stonewall  Bri- 
gade,' and  others,  whose  fire  was  for 
a  few  minntes  rapid  and  deadly  ;  but 
iheir  position  was  soon  fianked  and 
carried  by  onr  eager,  determined  ad- 
vance, and  they  retreated  in  disor- 
der, leaving  2  guns,  4  caissons,  and 
many  small  arms.  Night  now  fell, 
and  saved  them,  doubtless,  from  a 
heavier  loss.  Onr  men  secured  their 
prisoners,  cared  for  their  wonnded — 
those  of  the  Bebels  having  mostly 
been  carried  off  by  them  prior  to 
their  retreat — and  sank  down  to  rest 
on  the  battle-field.  The  Bebels  re- 
treated a  few  miles,  rapidly  but  in 
good  order,  ere  they,  too,  rested  for 
the  night. 

Jackson  attributes  his  defeat  in 
part  to  Gen.  R.  B.  Oamett's  error  of 
judgment  in  repeatedly  ordering  his 
men  to  retreat,  when  he  should  have 
held  on  and  fought.  It  seems  clear, 
however,  that  the  capital  mistake 
was  hk  own  in  fighting  at  all,  when 
his  total  force,  acc(mling  to  his  own 
estimate,  was  less  than  5,000  men, 
and  he  estimates  our  infantry  on  the 
field  at  over  11,000.  He  makes  his 
loss  80  killed,  342  wounded,  and  269 
missing, maii^y prisoners;  total,  691; 
while  Shields  claims  300  prisoners, 
and  estimates  the  Bebel  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  at  1,000  to  1,600." 
Our  own  loss  in  this  engagement  was 
108  killed,  including  Ool.  Murray, 
of  the  84th  Pennsylvania;  441 
wounded,  and  24  missing. 

Oen.    Shields,   well   aware    that 


heavy  reenforcements  for  Jackson 
were  at  hand,  immediately  sent  an 
express  after  Williams's  division — by 
this  time  well  on  its  way  to  Harper^s 
Feny— desiring  its  immediate  return ; 
but  Gen.  Banks,  hearing  of  the  bat- 
tle by  tel^raph  fix>m  Winchester, 
had.  already  stopped  at  Harper^s  Fer- 
ry and  anticipated  this  order ;  him* 
self  rejoining  Shields  early  next  day, 
and  resuming  command.  He  pur- 
sued Jackson  vigorously  up  the  Val- 
ley to  Woodstock,  but  was  unable  to 
bring  him  to  bay. 


W%  have  seen  that  Qen.  McOlel- 
lan's  council  of  corps  commanders 
decided,  on  the  13th  of  March,  to 
abandon  his  original  plan  of  debark- 
ing at  TJrbana,  on  the  Kappahan- 
nock,  and  advancing  thence  on  Rich- 
mond by  West  Point,  at  the  head  of 
York  river,  making  this  a  secondary 
base.  This  most  unfortunate  de- 
cision is  rendered  unaccountable  by 
a  destructive  if  not  disastrous  naval 
collision  which  had  just  occurred  in 
Hampton  Beads,  and  of  which  the 
results  were  well  known  to  the  coun- 
cil. 

Of  our  naval  oflBcers'  most  calami- 
tous, cowardly,  disgraceful  desertion 
of  and  fiight  from  the  Norfolk  Navy 
Yard  and  Arsenal  at  the  beginning 
of  the  struggle,  the  revolting  particu- 
lars have  already  been  given." 
Among  the  vessels  there  abandoned 
to  the  Bebels,  after  being  fired,  was 
the  first-class  40-gun  steam-frigate 
Merrimac,  which,  by  Capt.  McOau- 
ley's  orders,  had  been  scuttled  and 
partly  sunk,  so  that  only  her  rig- 


"ShieldB'B  ofBda]  report  aajs: 

*Th0  eoaafn  loss  Is  more  dlffloatt  to  aaoer- 
tiintlua  onr  own.  Two  hundred  and  seventy 
were  found  dead  on  the  battle-field ;  40  were 
bated  bgr  tlis  tohahKwm  of  the  a^JMont  vil- 


iBge ;  and,  by  a  calculation  made  by  the  num- 
ber of  grayea  foond  on  both  sides  of  the  Valley 
road  between  here  and  Strasbnrg^  their  loss  in 
killed  must  have  been  about  500,  and  in  wounded 
liOOO.''  "  See  Vol  L,  p.  «3-t. 
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ging  and  upper  works  were  burned  ; 
her  hull  being  saved  by  a  speedy 
submersion.  Having  thus  fallen 
an  easy  prey  to  the  Eebels,  she 
was  adopted  by  them  as  the  basis  of 
an  iron-clad,  whereof  Lieut.  John  M. 
Brooke  furnished  the  original  plan, 
which- Chief  Engineer  Williamson 
and  Naval  Constructor  Porter,  to- 
gether with  Lt.  Brooke,  ultimatdy 
&shioned  into  the  terrible  engine  of 
destruction  known  to  us  as  the  Mer- 
rimac,  but  designated  by  her  rebuild- 
ers  the  Virginia.  Messrs.  Brooke, 
Williamson,  and  Porter,  were  all 
graduates  from  our  navy,  as  was 
Commodore  Franklin  Buchanan,  who 
became  her  commander.  In  prepar- 
ing her  for  her  new  service,  the  hull 
of  the  Merrimac  was  cut  down  near- 
ly to  the  water's  edge,  after  she  had 
been  plugged,  pumped  out,  and 
raised ;  when  a  sloping  roof  of  heavy 
.timber,  strongly  and  thoroughly 
plated  with  railroad  iron,  rose  from 
two  feet  below  the  water-line  to 
about  ten  feet  above :  the  ends  and 
sides  being  alike  and  thoroughly 
shielded.  A  light  bulwark,  or  false 
bow,  was  added,  designed  to  divide 
the  water,  and  serve  as  a  tank  to  reg- 
ulate the  vessel's  draft ;  and  beyond 
this  projected  a  strong  iron  beak. 
Being  thus  rendered  thoroughly  shot- 
proof,  she  was  armed  with  10  heavy 
and  most  effective  guns ;  and  so,  hav- 
ing been  largely  refitted  from  the 
spoils  of  the  deserted  Navy  Yard, 
became  at  once  the  cheapest  and 
most  formidable  naval  engine  of  de- 
struction that  the  world  had  ever 
seen.  Whether  she  had  or  had  not 
the  ability  to  live  in  an  open,  turbu- 
lent sea,  was  left  undecided  by  her 
brief  but  memorable  career. 
^  A  little  before  noon,  on  Saturday, 


March  8th,  a  strange  craft  was  de- 
scried from  our  vessels  off  Newport 
News,  coming  down  the  Elizabeth 
river  from  Norfolk,  past  Craney 
Island,  attended  by  two  unremarka- 
ble steam  gunboats.  Two  other  Rebel 
gunboats,  which  had,  evidently  by 
preconcert,  dropped  down  the  James 
from  Richmond,  had  been  discovered 
at  anchor  off  Smithfield  Point,  some 
12,  miles  distant,  about  three  hours 
before.  The  nondescript  and  h^ 
tenders  gradually  approached  our. 
war-ships  awaiting  her,  and,  passing 
across  the  bow  of  the  Congress  frig- 
ate, bore  down  on  the  Cumberland, 
in  utter  disdain  of  her  rapid  and 
well  aimed  but  utterly  ineffective 
shots,  which  glanced  as  harmless 
from,  the  iron  shield  of  the  foe  as 
though  they  had  been  peas.  Not  a 
gun  was  fired  by  the  mysterious  and 
terrible  stranger  until  ^e  struck  the 
Cumberland  with  ftdl  force  under  her 
starboard  fore-channels,  at  the  same 
moment  delivering  a  most  d^tructive 
fire ;  while  her  blow  had  opened  such 
a  chasm  in  the  bow  of  the  Cumber- 
land that  her  forward  magazine  was 
drowned  in  30  minutes.  Still,  her 
fire  was  kept  up  until,  at  3:8S  p.  k., 
the  water  had  ri&en  to  the  main 
hatchway,  and  the  ship  canted  to 
port;  when,  giving  a  parting  fire, 
Lt.  Morris  ordered  every  man  to 
jump  overboard  and  save  himself  if 
possible.  The  dead,  and  sick,  and 
severely  wounded,  were'imavoidably 
left  in  her  bay  and'  on  her  decks,  to 
the  number  of  at  least  100 ;  and  she 
sank  to  the  bottom  in  54-feet  water, 
with  her  flag  still  flying  from  her 
topmast. 

Meanwhile,  the  Congress — ^which 
had  exchanged  broadsides  with  the 
Merrimac  as  she  passed — ^was  attacked 
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by  the  Eebel  gnnboatB,  and  was  bat- 
tUng  them  to  the  best  of  her  ability, 
until,  seeing  the  fate  of  the  Cumbcnr- 
land,  she  set  her  jib  and  topsail,  and, 
i¥ith  the  assbtance  of  the  gnnboat 
Zonave,  ran  aground  not  far  from 
our  batteries  at  Newport  News, 
where  she  was  soon  again  assailed 
by  the  Merrimac,  which,  taking  po- 
sition about  150  yards  from  her  stem, 
raked  her  fore  and  aft  with  shell, 
while  one  of  the  smaller  steamers 
^m  Norfolk  kept  up  a  fire  on  her 
starboard  quarter ;  while  the  Patrick 
Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson — ^Rebel 
stcfamers  from  up  the  James — ^like- 
wise poured  in  their  broadsides  with 
precision  and  effect.  The  hapless 
Congress  could  only  reply  from  her 
two  stem  guns,  whereof  one  was«soon 
dismounted  and  the  other  had  its 
muzzle  knocked  off.  Her  command- 
er, Lt.  Joseph  B.  Smith,  Acting- 
Master  Thomas  Moore,  and  Pilot 
William  Ehodes,  with  nearly  half 
her  crew,  having  been  killed  or 
wounded,  the  ship  on  fire  in  seve- 
ral places,  without  a  gun  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  her  destroyers, 
Lt.  Pendergrast,  on  whom  the  com- 
mand had  devolved,  at  4:30  p.  m. 
hauled  down  our  flag.  She  was  soon 
boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Mer- 
rimac, who  took  her  in  charge,  but 
lefk  shortly  afterward ;  when  a  small 
Bebel  tug  came  alongside  and  de- 
manded that  her  crew  should  get  out 
of  the  ship,  as  her  captors  intended 
to  bum  her  immediately.  But  our 
soldiers  on  shore,  who  had  not  sur- 
rendered, and  who  regarded  the  Con- 
gress as  now  a  Bebel  vessel,  opened 
so  brisk  a  fire  upon  her  that  the  tug 
and  her  crew  suddenly  departed; 
when  the  Merrimac  again  opened  on 
the  luckless  craft,  though  she  had  a 


white  fiag  flying  tointimate  her  sur- 
render. Having  fired  several  shells 
into  her,  the  Merrimac  left  her  to  en- 
gage the  Minnesota,  giving  opportu- 
nity foi:  her  crew  to  escape  to  the 
shore  in  smaU  boats,  with  their 
wounded.  About  dark,  the  Merri- 
mac returned  and  poured  hot  shot 
into  the  deserted  hulk,  until  she  was 
set  on  fire  and  utterly  destroyed,  her 
guns  going  off  as  they  became  heated 
— a  shell  from  one  of  them  striking 
a  sloop  at  anchor  at  Newport  News, 
and  blowing  her  up.  At  midnight, 
the  fire  had  reached  her  magazines, 
containing  five  tans  of  powder,  and 
she  blew  up  with  a  tremendous  ex- 
plosion. Of  her  crew  of  434  men, 
218  answered  to  their  names  at  roU- 
call  at  Newport  News  next  morning. 
Oapt.  John  Marston,  of  the  steam- 
ship Eoanoke,  whereof  the  machinery 
was  disabled,  being  off  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, was  in  command  of  our  fieet,  * 
when,  at  1  p.  m.,  one  of  his  look-out 
vessels  reported  by  signal  that  the 
enemy  was  coming.  Signaling  the 
steam-frigate  Minnesota  to  get  under 
way,  and  slipping  hi»  cable,  he  had 
the  Boanoke  taken  in  tow  by  two 
tugs,  and  started  for  the  scene  of 
action ;  but,  before  he  reached  it,  he 
had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
Minnesota  hard  aground.  Continu- 
ing on  his  course,  but  unable  to  make 
tolerable  headway,  he  came  in  sight 
of  the  Cumberland,  only  to  find  her 
virtually  destroyed ;  having  soon 
after  the  ftirthei'  mortification  of  see- 
ing the  Congress  haul  down  her  fiag. 
Continuing  to  stand  on,  he  was  soon 
himself  aground  astern,  in  3^  fathoms, 
and  was  obliged  to  be  hauled  off  by 
one  of  his  tugs ;  when  he  decided  to 
come  to  the  relief  of  the  stranded 
Minnesota,  hoping  with  assistance  to 
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poll  her  off;  but  found  himself  un- 
able to  do  80.  Meantime,  at  6  p.  m., 
the  frigate  St.  Lawrence,  towed  by 
the  Oambridge,  passed  them,  and 
eoon  also  grounded,  but  w^  hauled 
off  by  the  Cambridge,  when  she  le- 
tnmed  to  the  harbor  of  the  fort. 

The  Minnesota,  Oapt  Yan  Brunt, 
having,  in  passing  Sewell's  Point, 
received  and  returned  a  fire  from  the 
Bebel  battery,  which  crippled  her 
mainmast,  had  approached  within  a 
mile  and  a  half  c^  Newport  News, 
when  she  grounded,  with  an  ebbing 
tide,  and  was  still  hard  at  work  try- 
ing to  get  off,  when,  at  4  p.  ic,  the 
Merrimac,  Jamestown,  and  Patrick 
Henry,  having  finished  their  work  at 
the  News,  hore  down  upon  her.  The 
shallowness  of  the  water  forbade  the 
Merrimac  to  come  within  a  mile  of 
her,  from  which  distance  she  fired 
for  the  next  two  or  three  hours,  but 
cmce  hulling  the  Minnesota  by  a  shot 
through  her  bow.  The  Jamestown 
and  the  Patrick  Henry,  taking  posi- 
tion on  the  port  bow  and  stem  of  the 
Minnesota,  where  only  her  heavy 
pivot-gun  could  be  brought  to  bear 
upon  them,  kept  up  a  vigorous  and 
effective  fire  on  her,  by  which  several 
of  her  crew  were  killed  and  wounded ; 
but  they  finally  desisted  and  retired, 
one  of  them  apparently  crippled. 
At  7  p.  M.,  the  Merrimac  hauled  off 
also,  and  all  three  steamed  toward 
Norfolk,  leaving  the  Minnesota  deep- 
ly imbedded,  by  the  fire  of  her  broad- 
side guns,  in  the  mud-bank  on  which 
she  rested ;  so  that  it  was  impossible, 
even  at  high  tide,  by  the  help  of 
steam-tugs  and  hawsers,  with  all 
hands  at  work  through  the  night,  to 
haul  her  off. 

The  prospect  for  the  eoming  day 


was  dark  enough,  until,  at  10  p.  ic, 
the  new  iron-clad  Monitor,  2  gone, 
Lt.  John  L.  Worden,  reached  Fort- 
ress Monroe  on,  her  trial  trip  frooi 
New  Yoik,  and  was  immediately 
dispatdied  to  the  aid  of  the  Minne- 
so1j^  reporting  to  Gapt.  Yan  Bnmt 
at  2  A.  M."  Though  but  a  pigmy 
beside  t^ie  Merrimac,  and  an  entire 
novelty  for  either  land  or  water—"  a 
cheese-box  on  a  raft'' — ^the  previous 
day's  sore  experience  of  the  mi^t 
and  invulnerability  of  iron-clads  in- 
sured her  a  hearty  welcome.  Never 
had  there  been  a  more  signal  example 
of  the  value  of  a  friend  in  need. 

At  6  A.  M.,  the  Bebel  flotilla  reap- 
peared, and  the  drums  of  the  Min- 
nesota beat  to  quarters.  But  the 
enemy  ran  past,  as  if  heading  for 
Fortress  Monroe,  and  came  around 
in  the  channel  by  which  the  Minne- 
sota had  reached  her  uncomfortable 
position.  Again  all  hands  were  called 
to  quarters,  and  the  Minnesota,  open- 
ing with  her  stem  guns,  signaled  the 
Monitor  to  attack,  when  the  un- 
daunted little  cheese-box  steamed 
down  upon  the  Bebel  ApoUyon  and 
laid  herself  alongside,  directly  be- 
tween the  Minnesota  and  her  as- 
sailant. Gun  after  gun  from  the 
Monitor,  responded  to  with  whole 


to  produce  no  more  impression  than 
a  hailstorm  on  a  mountain-cliff;  until, 
tired  of  thus  wasting  their  ammani- 
tion,  they  commenced  maneuvering 
for  the  better  position.  In  this,  the 
Monitor,  being  lighter  and  far  more 
manageable  than  her  foe,  had  decid- 
edly die  advantage ;  and  the  Merri- 
mac, disgusted,  renewed  her  atten- 
tions to  the  Minnesota,  disr^arding 
a  broadside  which  would  have  sunk 


*  Sunday,  Mardi  9. 
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may  nnplated  ehip  on  the  globe,  and 
pat  a  shell  fix)m  her  rifled  bow^on 
through  the  MinneBota's  side,  which 
tore  four  of  her  rooms  into  one  and 
set  her  on  fire ;  bnt  the  flames  were 
promptly  extingnidied.  The  Merri- 
xiiAc's  next  shot  pierced  the  boiler  of 
the  tng-boat  Dragon^  which  was 
made  £ast  to  the  port  side  of  the  Min- 
nesota, to  be  ready  to  assist  in  tow- 
iog  her  off;  killuig  or  badly  wonnd- 
iog  7  of  her  crew  and  setting  her  on 
Are.  By  this  time,  the  Minnesota 
was  raining  iron  upon  h^  assailant ; 
at  least  50  solid  shot  from  her  great 
gans  having  struck  the  Bebel's  side 
without  apparent  effect.  Now  the 
£ttle  Monitor  again  interposed  be- 
tween the  larger  combatants,  comr 
pelling  the  Merrimac  to  change  her 
position ;  in  doing  which  she  ground- 
ed ;  and  again  a  broadside  was  poured 
upon  her  at  close  range  from  all  the 
guns  of  the  Minnesota  that  could  be 
brought  to  bea^r.  The  Merrimac  was 
soon  afloat  once  more,  and  stood 
down  the  bay,  chased  by  the  Monitor; 
when  suddenly  the  former  turned  and 
ran  full  speed  into  her  pursuer,  giving 
her  a  tremendous  shock,  but  inflicting 
no  serious  damage.  The  Bebel's  prow 
grated  over  the  deck  of  the  Moni- 
tor ;  and  was  badly  cut  by  it;  so  that 
she  was  not  inclhied  to  repeat  the 
experiment.  The  Monitor  soon  after- 
ward stood  down  the  Boads  toward 
Fortress  Monroe ;  but  the  Merrimac 
and  her  tenders  did  not  see  fit  to 
poraue  her,  nor  even  to  renew  the 
attack  on  the  now  exposed  Minne- 
sota ;  on  the  contrary,  they  gave  up 
the  flght,  which  they  were  destined 
never  to  renew,  and  steamed  back  to 


Norfolk.  The  Minnesota,  despite 
peiBistent  efforts,  was  not  fairly  aflopt 
until  2  o'clock  next  morning. 

In  this  memorable  fight,  the  turret 
of  the  Monitor  was  struck  by  Sebdl 
bolts  nine  times,  her  side  armor  eight 
times,  her  dedk  thrice,  and  her  pilot- 
house twice — ^the  last  being  her 
only  vulnerable  point.  One  of  these 
bolts  struck  her  pilot-house  squarely 
in  front  of  the  peep-hole  through 
which  Lt.  Worden  was  watching  his 
enemy,  knocking  'off  some  cement 
into  his  face  with  such  force  as  ut- 
terly to  blind  him  for  some  days,^and 
permanently  to  destroy  his  left  eye. 
Three  men  standing  in  the  turret 
when  it  was  struck  were  knocked 
down,  one  of  them  being  Chief  En- 
gineer Alban  C.  Stimers,  who  man- 
aged the  revolving  of  the  turret.  The 
Merrimac  had  her  prow  twisted  in  her 
collision  with  the  Monitor,  her  anchor 
and  flag-staff  shot  away,  her  smoke- 
stack and  steam-pipe  riddled,  2  of  her 
crew  killed  and  8  wounded,  includ- 
ing her  conmiander,  Buchanan.  The 
Patrick  Henry  was  disabled  by  a  shot 
through  one  of  her  boilers,  by  which  4 
of  her  crew  were  killed  and  8  wound- 
ed. The  other  Eebel  gunboats  report- 
ed an  aggregate  loss  of  only  6  men. 

The  Merrimac  was  undoubtedly 
disabled  **  in  this  two-days'  conflict, 
or  she  would  not  have  closed  it  as  she 
did,  or  would  have  renewed  it  di- 
rectly aftierward. 

Our  total  loss  by  this  raid,  beside 
the  frigates  Cumberland  and  Con- 
gress, with  all  their  armament,  the 
tug  Dragon,  and  the  serious  damage 
inflicted  on  the  Minnesota,  can  hard- . 
ly  have  fallen  short  of  400  men,  includ- 


*  A  letter  from  Peterebnrg,  March  10,  to  the 
Sateii^  Standard,  ntcys :  "The  Merrimac  lost  her 
mMonoooB  inn  beak  in  the  plunge  at  the  Erics- 


son, and  damaged  her  machinery,  and  is  leaking 
a  little."  It  was  probably  this  leak  which  con- 
strained  her  to  abandon  the  flght  as  she  did. 
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ing  28  taken  from  tbe  Congress  and 
(Slurried  off  by  the  gunboat  Beaufort. 

Gen*  Mcdellan  left  Washington 
on  the  1st  of  April,  arriving  next  day 
at  Fortress  Monroe.  Of  his  army, 
58,000  men  and.  100 guns  were  there 
before  him,  and  nearly  as  many  more 
on  the  way.  Gten.  Wool's  force,  hold- 
ing the  Fortress,  is  not  included  in 
these  numbers. 

Gten.  J.  B.  Magruder,  at  Torktown, 
watched  this  ominous  gathering  in 
his  front  at  the  head  of  a  Bebel  force 
officially  reported  by  him  at  11,000 
in  all :  6,000  being  required  to  gar- 
rison Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown, 
and  Mulberry  Island;  leaving  but 
6,000  available  for  the  defense  of  a 
line  of  13  miles.  Gen.  McClellan 
says  his  information  placed  Magru- 
•der's  command  at  16,000  to  20,000 
men,  aside  from  Gen.  Huger's  force 
at  Norfolk,  estimated  by  him  at 
20,000.  Feeling  the  importance  of 
dealing  decisively  with  Magruder 
before  he  could  be  reenforcedby 
Johnston,  McClellan  ordered  an  ad- 


vance on  the  morning  of  the  4th; 
and,  before  evening  of  the  next  day, 
Qen.  Heintzelman,  in  front  of  York- 
town,  and  Gen.  Keyes,  before  Winn's 
Mill,**  on  the  Warwick,  were  brought 
to  a  halt  by  the  fire  of  Bebel  bat- 
teries." Gen.  McClellan  had  been 
misled  with  regard  to  the  topography 
of  the  country  as  well  as  the  number 
of  his  foes.  On  his  map,  the  War- 
wick was  traced  as  heading  in  or  very 
near  Skiff's  creek,  directly  up  the 
Peninsula  from  its  mouth,  some  six 
or  eight  mil^  west  of  Yorktown; 
whereas  it  actually  heads  within 
a  mile  of  that  post,  running  diag- 
onally and  crookedly  nearly  across 
the  Peninsula,  while  it  was  in 
good  part  navigable  by  Rebel  gun- 
boats. His  fiJse  information  regard- 
ing it  was  furnished,  he  states,  by 
Gen.  Wool's  topographical  engineers ; 
though  there  must  have  been  a  hun- 
dred negroes  about  iiie  Fortress,  each 
of  whom  could  and  gladly  would 
have  corrected  iU  Our  ships  of  \Car 
— what  the  Merrimac  had  left  of 
them — ^were  intently  watdiing  for 


"Galled  by: Qen.  McdeUan,  Lee's  ICOL 

"Pollard  says: 

**  Qeneral  Magruder,  the  hero  of  Bethel,  and 
a  oommander  who  was  capable  of  much  greater 
acfaieyements,  was  left  to  confront  the  growing 
forces  on  the  Peninsola,  which  daily  menaced 
him,  with  an  army  of  7.500  men,  while  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Confederate  forces  were  stQlin 
motion  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Bappaban- 
nook  and  the  Bapidan,  and  he  had  no  assurance 
of  reenforcements.  The  force  of  the  enemy  was 
ten  times  his  own ;  they  had  commenced  a  daily 
cannonading  upon  his  lines ;  and  a  council  of 
general  officers  was  convened,  to  consult  whe- 
uier  the  little  army  of  7,500  men  should  main- 
tain its  position  in  the  face  of  tenfold  odds,  or 
retire  before  the  enemy.  The  opinion  of  the 
council  was  unanimous  for  the  latter  altematiTe, 
with  the  exception  of  one  officer,  who  dedared 
that  every  man  should  die  in  the  intrenohments 
before  the  little  army  should  fall  back.  *  By 
G — J  it  shall  be  BoT  was  the  sudden  exclamation 
of  G^n.  Magruder,  in  sympathy  with  the  gallant 
suggestion.  The  resolution  demonstrate  a  re- 
markable heroism  and  spirit  Our  little  force 
was  adroitly  extended  over  a  distance  of  several 


miles,  reaching  lh>m  Mulberry  Island  to  Glou- 
cester Point,  a  regiment  being  posted  here  and 
there,  in  every  gap  plainly  open  to  observation, 
and  on  other  portions  of  the  line  the  men  being 
posted  at  long  intervals,  to  give  the  appearance 
of  numbers  to  the  enemy.  Had  the  weakness 
of  Gen.  Magruder  at  this  time  been  known  to 
the  enemy,  he  might  have  suffered  the  conse- 
quences of  his  devoted  and  self-sacrificing  eour- 
1^  j  but,  as  it  was,  he  held  his  lines  on  the 
Peninsula  until  they  were  reenforced  by  the 
most  considerable  portion  of  Gen.  Jobnston^s 
forces,  and  made  the  situation  of  a  contest  upon 
which  the  attention  of  the  public  was  unani- 
moualy  fixed  as  the  most  decisive  of  the  war.*' 

OoL  Fremantle,  of  the  British  Coldstream 
Guards,  in  his  **Three  Months  in  the  Southern 
States,"  says : 

"  He  [Magruder]  told  me  the  different  dodges 
he  resorted  to  to  blind  and  deceive  McClellan 
as  to  his  strength;  and  he  spoke  of  the  intense 
relief  and  amusemeift  with  which  he  at  length 
saw  that  General,  with  his  magnificent  army, 
begin  to  break  grotmd  b^fi>re  miserabk  earthvoria 
decoded  anJy  by  8,000  men," 
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the  reappearance  down  the  Elizabeth 
of  that  marine  monster  and  her  three 
satellite  gunboats ;  and  Com«  Golds- 
boroogh  did  not  feel  justified  in  de- 
taching a  part  of  them  to  reduce  the 
water  batteries  at  Yorktown  and 
Gloucester.  The  Commodore  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  asked  to  clear 
the  Warwick  river  of  Eebel  gunboats 
— i^  indeed,  any  were  there.  Ma- 
gmder  seems  wholly  unconscious,  of 
ever  haying  had  any  naval  assistance. 
McClellan  felt  of  the  Bebel  lines 
at  different  points,  but  did  not,  though 


aware  that  time  was  precious,  and 
that  a  few  days  'might  greatly  in- 
crease the  number  of  his  foes,  venture 
to  order  a  determined  assault.**  On 
the  contrary,  he  sat  down  before 
Magruder's  lines,  began  to  throw  up 
earthworks,  and  sent  orders  to  Wash- 
ington for  siege-guns.  Pressing  too 
dose  to  Yorktown,  the  besi^ers 
were  repulsed  by  a  sudden  charge  of 
two  battalions  under  Col.  Ward. 
On  the  16th,  a  reconnoissance  in  force 
by  the  2d  division  of  the  4th  corps. 
Gen.  W.  F.  Smith,  was  made  at  Dam 


"MagradersaTs: 

**  On  ererj  portUm  of  mj  linet,  he  attacked 
na  wHh  a  ftirlous  caanonading  and  mnaketrj, 
whidi  was  responded  to  with  eflbct  by  oar  bat- 
teries and  troops  of  the  UxA.  His  skinnishers 
were  also  well  thrown  forward  on  this  and  the 
SQooeedlng  day,  and  energetically  felt  our  whole 
line;  bat  were  eyeiyw&ro  repulsed  by  the 


steadiness  of  our  troops.  Thus,  with  6, 000  men, 
exclusive  of  the  garrisons,  we  stopped  and  held 
in  check  over  100, 000  of  the  enemy.  Every  pre- 
paration was  made  in  anticipation  of  another 
attache  by  the  enemy.  The  men  slept  in  the 
trench^  and  underarms ;  but,  to  my  utter  sur- 
prise, he  permitted  day  after  day  to  elapse  with- 
out an  assault." 
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No.  1,  on  the  Warwick,  which  was 
to  have  been  converted  into  a  real 
attack  if  BncoeBsM  at  the  ontset 
Though  gallantly  made,  it  failed; 
our  advance  being  driven  back  across 
the  stream  with  the  loss  of  100  men. 
The  Rebels  lost  about  75  men,  in- 
cluding CoL  R.  M.  McKinney,  16th 
North  Carolina,  killed. 

Gen.  McClellan  had  been  thirty 
days  in  front  of  Yorktown,  and  was 
intending  to  open  the  siege  in  due 
form  by  the  fire  of  breaching  batteries 
on  the  morning  of  May  6th ;  but  he 
found,  two  days  earlier,  that  Magru- 
der  had  abandoned  his  works,  includ- 
ing Yorktown,  during  the  preceding 
night,  retreating  up  the  Peninsula.*' 

The  pursuit  of  the  flying  Rebels 
was  prompt  and  enei^etic.  It  was 
led  by  Gren.  George  D.  Stoneman, 
with  4  regiments  and  a  squadron  of 
cavalry,  and  4  batteries  of  horse-artil- 
lery, followed,  on  the  Yorktown  road 
to  Williamsburg,  by  Hooker's  and 
Kearny's  divisions,  and  on  the  Winn's 
Mill  road  by  those  of  W.  F.  Smith, 
Couch,  and  Casej^  Qen.  McClellan 
remained  at  Yorktown  to  supervise 
the  embarkation  of  Gen.  Franklin's 
and  other  troops  for  West  Point. 


Fort  Magmder,  just  in  front  of 
Williamsburg,  at  the  junction  of  sev- 
eral roads,  commanded,  with  its  13 
adjuncts,  substantially  all  the  roads 
leading  fieuther  up  the  Peninsula. 
Though  not  calculated  to  stand  a 
siege,  it  was  a  large  and  strong 
earthwork,  with  a  wet  ditch  nine  feet 
wide.  Here  Stoneman  was  stopped 
by  a  ^arp  and  accurate  cannonade 
ing,  which  compelled  him  to  recoil 
and  await  the  arrival  of  infantry. 
Gen.  Sumner,  with  Smith's  division, 
came  up  at  5:80  p.  il  A  heavy  rain 
soon  set  in,  and  continued  tlm)ugh 
the  night,  making  the  roads  nearly 
impassable.  The  several  commands, 
marching  on  different  roads,  had  in- 
terfered with  and  obstructed  each 
other's  progress  at  the  junction  of 
those  roads  as  they  concentered  upon 
Williamsburg.  G^n.  Hooker,  ad- 
vancing** on  the  direct  road  from 
Yorktown  to  Williamsburg,  was 
stopped,  five  or  six  miles  out,  by 
finding  G^n.  Smith's  division  in  his 
way,  and  compelled  to  wait  some 
hours.  Impatient  at  this  delay,  he 
sought  and  obtained  of  G^n.  Heint- 
zelman  permission  to  move  over  to 
the  Hampton  road  on  his  left,  on 


"Qen.  John  G.  Barnard,  Gen.  MoGleUan's 
chief  engineer  through  the  Peninsula  campaign, 
in  a  report  to  his  commander  at  the  dose  of  that 
campaign,  sajs: 

*'At  the  time  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  landed 
on  the  Peninsula,  the  Rebel  cause  was  at  its 
lowest  ebb.  Its  armies  were  demoralized  hj  the 
defeats  of  Port  Royal,  MiU  Spring,  Port  Henry, 
Fort  Donelson,  Roanoke  Island,  and  Pea  Ridge; 
and  reduced  by  sickness,  loss  in  battle,  expira- 
tions of  period  of  service,  etc.;  while  the  con- 
scription law  was  not  yet  even  passed.  It 
seemed  as  if  it  needed  but  one  vigorous  gnripe  to 
end  forever  this  Rebellion,  so  nearly  throttled.. 
How,  then,  happened  it,  that  the  day  of  the  ini- 
tiation of  the  campaign  of  this  magnilicekit  Army 
of  the  Potomac  was  the  day  of  the  resuscitation 
of  the  Rebel  cause,  which  seemed  to  grow^Mtrtf 
paatu  with  the  slow  progress  of  its  operations  7 

"However  I  may  be  committed  to  any  ex- 
pression of  professional  opmion  to  the  contrary 


(I  certainly  did  suggest  it),  my  opinion  now  is  that 
the  lines  of  Yorktown  should  have  been  assault- 
ed. There  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
not  held  in  strong  force  when  our  army  appeared 
before  them ;  and  we  know  that  they  were  far 
from  complete.  The  prestige  of  power,  the  mo- 
rcde^  were  on  our  side.  It  was  due  to  ourselves 
to  confirm  and  sustain  it.  We  should  probably 
have  succeeded.  But,  if  we  had  failed,  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  the  shook  of  an'unsoo- 
cessful  assault  would  be  more  demoralizing  than . 
the  labors  of  a  siege. 

"Our  troops  toiled  a  month  in  the  trendies, 
or  lay  in  the  swamps  of  Warwick.  We  lost  few 
men  by  the  siege;  but  disease  took  a  fearfUl 
hM.  of  the  army ;  and  toil  and  hardship,  unre- 
deemed by  the  excitement  of  combat^  impaired 
the'v  morale.  We  did  not  carry  ;inth  us  from 
Yorktown  so  good  an  army  as  we  took  Uiere. 
Of  the  bitter  fhiits  of  that  month  gained  by  the 
enemy,  we  hare  tasted  to  our  heart's  content** 
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which  he  advanced  through  the  rain 
and  deep  mud  and  the  dnmse  dark- 
nesB  till  nearly  midnight,  when  his 
troope  were  halted  in  the  road,  and 
rested  as  thej  might  until  dawn; 
then  they  pressed  on  until,  emerg- 
ing from  a  forest,  they  came  in  sight, 
about  6:80  a.  m.,  of  the  Bebel  works 
before  Williamsburg ;  Fort  Magnider 
in  the  center,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Yorktown  and  Hampton  roads,  with 
its  cordon  of  13  redoubts,  extending 
clear  across  the  Peninsula^  henoe 
widaung  quite  rapidly  and  perma- 
nently just  above  the  town.  The 
ground  had  of  course  been  chosen  to 
give  the  greatest  advantage  to  its 
defenders:  the  forest  felled  for  a 
breadth  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  to  ob- 
struct the  advance  of  our  infantry ; 
while  a  belt  of  open,  level  land,  600 
or  700  yards  wide,  dotted  all  over 
with  rifle-pits,  intervened  between 
this  tangled  abatis  and  tihie  fort  and 
redoubts.  Williamsbuig  lay  in  plain 
sight  of  Hooker's  position,  two  miles 
distant.  After  a  careM  survey  of 
the  ground,  knowing  that  there  were 
80^000  of  our  troops  within  two  miles, 
and  the  main  body  of  our  army  with- 
in twelve.  Hooker  decided  to  attack, 
in  order  to  hold  the  Bebel  force  en- 
gaged until  the  rest  of  our  army 
emld  come  up.  Accordingly,  send- 
ing the  1st  Massachusetts  into  the 
felled  timber  (m  the  left,  and  the  2d 
New  Hampshire  into  that  on  the 
rights  with  directions  to  skirmish  up 
-  to  the  further  edge  of  the  abatis,  and 
ordering  the  11th  Massachusetts  and 
26th  Pennsylvania  to  form  on  the 
right  of  the  2d  Kew  Hampshire  and 
advance  as  skirmishers  until  they 
reached  the  Yorktown  road,  he  threw 
forward  into  the  cleared  field  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  barely  700  yards 


from  Fort  Magruder,  Webber's  bat- 
tery, which  at  once  drew  the  fire  of 
the  Eebel  batteries,  whereby  4  of  his 
cannoni^*s  were  shot  down  and  the 
rest  driven  off  before  we  had  fired  a 
gun ;  but  their  places  were  soon  sup' 
plied,  and  Bramhall's  battery  brought 
into  action  on  the  right  oi  Webbar's ; 
when,  between  them,  Fort  Magruder 
was  silenced  before  9  a.  m.  Patter* 
son's  brigade,  composed  of  the  6th, 
7th,  and  8th  New  Jersey,  was  formed 
behind  these  batteries  as  their  sup- 
port, and  was  soon  desperately  en- 
gaged with  the  Bebel  infantry  and 
sharp-shooters,  who  were  found  un- 
comfortably nxunerous;  so  that  the 
1st  Massachusetts,  72d  and  70th 
New  York  were  sent  to  their  aid, 
and,  though  fighting  gallantly,  found 
themselves  still  overmatched.  Mean- 
while, our  skirmishers  on  the  right 
having  reached  the  Yorktown  road, 
the  11th  Massachusetts  and  26th 
Pennsylvania  were  sent  down  that 
road  to  press  the  enemy  and  estab- 
lish a  connection  widi  Heintzel- 
man's  corps,  supposed  to  be  estab- 
lished upon  it;  Hooker,  at  11:20 
A.  M.,  sending  a  pressing  message  to 
Heintzelman  for  assistance,  and  not 
finding  him.  By  1  p.  m.,  Hooker 
had  sent  in  the  73d  and  74th  New 
York,  his  last  r^ments ;  and,  though 
his  force  was  fighting  gallantly,  with 
varying  success,  he  was  lodng  men 
fast,  yet  making  no  headway.  Three 
times  he  had  repulsed  Bebel  charges 
upon  his  center,  each  made  with 
finish  troops  in  increasing  numbers 
and  with  more  resolute  purpose. 
Soon,  word  came  from  the  regiments 
thus  engaged  that  their  ammunition 
was  giving  out,  while  no  supply-train 
had  yet  come  up ;  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  glean   the   cartridges 
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from  the  boxes  of  our  fallen  heroes, 
while  our  most  advanced  raiments 
were  drawn  back  toapositibn  whence 
the  J  coold  guard  onr  left,  yet  form  a 
portion  of  onr  front. 

Oen.  Longstreef  s  division  of  the 
Bebel  main  army — ^which  army, 
under  G^n.  Joseph  E.  Johnston  as 
commander-in-chief,  had  hastened  ere 
this  to  iiie  defense  of  Richmond  from 
the  side  of  the  Peninsula — ^had  passed 
through  Williamsburg  on  the  retreat, 
when  it  was  recalled  to  aid  in  the 
defense.**  Having  now  arrived  on 
the  field,  a  fresh  attempt  was  made 
to  drive  in  our  left,  which,  afi;er  a 
protracted  struggle,  was  repulsed 
with  mutual  slaughter;  but  a  simul- 
taneous attack  on  our  front,  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Magruder,  was  suc- 
cessfid  to  the  extent  of  capturing  4 
of  our  guns  and  making  200  or  300 
prisoners. 

Thus,  for  nine  hours, — ^from  7:30 
A.  M.  to  4:30  p.  M., — ^Hooker's  single 
division  was  pitted  against  substan- 
tially lie  whole  Eebel  army,  with 
every  advantage*  of  a  chosen  and 
akillfrdly  fortified  position  on  their 
side.  No  division  ever  fought  better ; 
and,  though  its  General  estimates  iiie 
Eebel  killed  as  double  his  own,  he  is 
doubtless  mistaken. 

Gen.  Heintzelman  and  staff",  but 
no  troops,  had  arrived  early  in  the 
afternoon.  At  4:80  p.  h..  Gen. 
Kearny  arrived,  with  his  division, 
and  pressed  to  the  front;  allowing 
Hooker^s  thinned  raiments  to  with- 
draw from  the  fight  and  be  held  as  a 
reserve.  Kearny,  under  Gen.  Heint- 
zelman's  orders,  at  once  deployed 


Berry's  brigade  to  the  left  of  the 
Williamsburg  road,  and  Bimey's  to 
the  right,  leading  forward  two  com- 
panies of  the  2d  Michigan  to  beat 
back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  now 
annoying  our  batteries ;  while  Maj. 
Wainwright,  Hooker's  chief  of  artil- 
lery, coUected  his  gunners  and 
reopened  a  fire  from  his  remaining 
pieces;  whereupon  the  6th  New 
Jersey,  though  fearfully  cut  up,  ral- 
lied promptly  to  their  support.  Our 
musketry  fire  was  renewed  along  the 
whole  line,  and  our  raiments  began 
to  gain  ground. 

Finding  that  the  heavy  timber  in 
his  front  defied  all  direct  approach^ 
Gen.  Kearny  ordered  Col.  Hobart 
Ward,  with  the  88th  New  York,  to 
charge  down  iiie  road  and  take  the 
rifie-pits  on  the  center  of  iiie  abatis 
by  their  fiank;  which  was  gallantly 
done,  the  regiment  losing  9  of  its  19 
ofScers  during  the  brief  hour  of  its 
engagement.  The  success  of  its 
charge  not  being  perfect,  the  left 
wing  of  CoL  Kiley's  40th  New  York 
(Mozart)  charged  up  to  the  open 
space,  and,  taking  the  rifie-pits  in  re- 
verse, drove  out  their  occupants  and 
held  the  ground.  By  this  time.  Gen. 
Jameson  had  brought  up  the  rear 
brigade  of  the  division ;  whereby, 
under  a  severe  fire,  a  second  line  was 
established,  and  two  columns  of  r^- 
ments  made  disposable  for  further 
operations,  when  thick  darkness 
closed  in,  and  our  soldiers  rested,  in 
rain  and  mire,  on  the  field  they  had 
barely  won. 

Gen.  Heintzelman,  who  had  at 
Yorktown   been    charged  by  Qesu 


*  Gen.  MoClellaD,  in  his  report,  sajs : 

**  It  is  my  ofdnion  that  the  enemy  oppoeed  us 

here  with  only  a  portion  of  his  army.    When 

our  cavahy  first  appeared,  there  was  nothing 

but  the  enemy's  rear-guard  in  WiUiamsburg: 


although  troops  were  brought  back  during  the 
night  and  the  next  day,  to  bold  the  worirs  as 
long  as  possible,  in  order  to  gain  time  for  the 
trains,  etc^  abeady  weU  on  tl^ir  way  to  Rich* 
mood,  to  make  their  esoKM.** 
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H eClellan  witb  the  direction  of  the 
pnTBuit,  had  this  day  been  supereeded 
hy  an  order  which  placed  Gen.  8nm- 
ner  in  command  at  the  front.  To 
Snnmer,  accordingly,  Hooker  had 
senty  at  different  times  throughout 
the  afternoon,  pressing  applications 
for  aid,  but  had  received  none ;  and 
Hooker  says  in  his  rep<»rt : 

^  History  will  not  be  belieyed  when  it  is 
t<^  that  the  noble  officers  and  men  of  mj 
^vision  were  permitted  to  carry  on  this 
unequal  straggle  froAi  morning  until  night 
mudded,  in  lUie  presence  of  more  than 
80,000  of  their  comrades  with  arms  in  their 
h^ds.    Nevertheless,  it  is  true.'* 

Gen.  Sumner  explains  that,  before 
these  applications  reached  him,  he 
had  dispatched  Gten.  Hancock,  with 
his  brigade,  to  the  extreme  right ;  so 
that  he  had  but  about  8,000  infentry 
left,  while  cayahy  was  useless  in  that 
wooded  and  unknown  region ;  hence, 
he  was  unable  to  give  the  assistance 
required. 

Gren.  Hancock  duly  accomplished 
the  flanking  movement  assigned  him, 
and,  by  a  brilliant  bayonet  charge, 
carried  the  Eebel  works  on  our 
right,  with  a  loss  of  less  than  50 
menl"  Soon,  Gen.  McClellan — after 
whom  the  Prince  De  Joinville  and 
Gov.  Sprague,  of  Ehode  Island,  had 
ridden  post  haste  to  Yorktown,  where 
he  was  superintending  the  dispatch- 


ing of  Pranklin^s  division  to  "West 
Point — ^was  induced,  after  some  de- 
lay, to  ride  to  the  front,  reaching 
Hancock's  position  about  6  p.  h. 
Before  dark,  several  other  divisions 
had  arrived  on  the  ground ;  that  of 
Gen.  Couch,  or  a  part  of  it,  in  season 
to  claim  the  honor  of  having  been 
engaged  in  the  battle. 

Gen.  McClellan,  ^  10  p.  m.,  dis- 
patched to  Washington  the  following 
account  of  this  bloody  aflEedr,  which 
proves  that  he  was  still  quite  in  the 
dark  respecting  it : 

^*  After  arranging  for  movement  np  York 
river,  I  was  nrgenSy  sent  for  here.  I  find 
Joe  Johnston  in  front  of  me  in  strong  force, 
probably  greater,  a  good  deal,  than  my  own, 
and  very  strongly  intrenched.  Hancock  has 
taken  two  redoubts,  and  repulsed  Early's 
brigade  by  a  real  charge  with  the  bayonet, 
taking  one  Colonel  and  150  prisoners,  kill- 
ing at  least  two  Colonels  and  as  many  Lt.- 
Oolonels,  and  many  privates.  His  conduct 
was  brilliant  in  the  extreme.  I  do  not  know 
our  exact  loss,  but  fear  Hooker  has  lost  con- 
siderably on  our  left.  I  learn  from  prison- 
ers that  they  intend  disputing  every  step  to 
Richmond.  I  shall  run  the  risk  of  at  least 
holdinff  them  in  check  here,  while  I  resume 
the  original  plan.  My  entire  foree  is,  un- 
doubtedly, eoneideraibly  ir^erior  to  that  of 
the  Rebels,  who  still  fight  well;  but  I  will 
do  all  I  can  with  the  force  at  my  disposal." 

Had  he  supposed  that  the  Bebels 

were    at   that  moment    evacuating 

Williamsburg  in  such  haste  as  to 

leave  all  their  severely  wounded,  700 

or  800  in  number,  to  become  prison- 


*  Qen.  McCIeUaa,  in  his  Report,  says  that  he 
first  heard,  at  1  P.  IL,  that  every  thing  was  not 
progressing  favorably,  when: 

''Completing  the  necessary  airangements,  I 
retamed  to  my  camp  without  delav,  rode  rapidly 
to  the  front,  a  distance  of  some  fourteen  miles, 
through  roads  much  obstructed  by  troops  and 
wagons,  and  reached  the  field  between  4  and  6 
p  jf.,  in  time  to  take  a  rapid  survey  of  the 
groand  I  soon  learned  that  there  was  no 
direot  communication  between  our  center  and 
the  left  under  Gen.  Heintsselman.  The  center 
was  chiefiy  in  the  nearer  edge  of  the  woods  situ- 
ated between  us  and  the  enemy.  As  heavy 
firing  was  heard  in  tiie  direction  of  Gen.  Han- 
codrs  command,  I  immediately  ordered  Gen. 
Smith  to  ivooeed  with  Us  two  remaining  bri- 


gades to  support  that  part  of  the  line.  Gen. 
Kaglee,  with  his  brigade,  received  similar  or- 
ders. I  then  directed  our  center  to  advance 
to  the  farther  edge  of  the  woods  mentioned 
above,  which  was  done,  and  attempted  to  open 
communication  with  Gen.  Heintzelman,  but  was 
prevented  b^  the  marshy  state  of  the  ground 
in  the  direction  in  which  the  attempt  was  made. 
Before  Gtens.  Smith  and  Naglee  could  reach  the 
field  of  Gen.  Hanoodc's  operations,  although  they 
moved  with  great  rapidity,  he  had  been  con- 
fh)nted  by  a  superior  force.  Feigning  to  re- 
treat slowly,  he  awaited  their  onset,  and  then 
turned  upon  them :  after  some  terrific  volleys  of 
muslcetry,  he  charged  them  with  the  bayonet, 
routing  and  dispersing  their  whole  force,  killing, 
woundiuff,  and  capturing  from  600  to  600  men; 
he  himseu  losing  only  31  men." 
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ers,  he  must  haye  written  a  very  dif- 
fa*ent  dispatch ;  and  it  is  not  proba- 
ble that  they  would  have  carried  off, 
over  the  drenched  and  mirj  roads, 
more  cannon  than  they  conld  boast 
on  the  morning  before  the  battle.*^ 

Oen.  Hooker  reports  a  loss  in 
this  engagement  of  838  killed,  902 
wounded,  and  336  missing,  who  of 
course  were  prisoners.  Gen.  McClel- 
lan  makes  our  Total  loss  during  the 
day  466  killed,  1,400  wounded,  and 
872  missing;  total,  2,228."  Many  of 
those  prisoners,  knowing  that  we  had- 
an  overwhelming  force  just  at  hand, 
confidently  looked  for  recapture  dur- 
ing the  night,  and  were  sorely  char 
grined  to  find  themselves  delib^tely 
marching  toward  a  Bebel  prison  next 
day.  

While  the  battle  at  Williamsburg 
was  raging,  Gen.  Franklin's  division, 


which  had  been  kept  cm  board  the 
transports  which  brought  it  from 
Alexandria  two  or  three  weeks  be* 
fore,  had  been  preparing  to  move 
from  Torktown  up  York  river  to 
West  Point ;  where  its  1st  brigade, 
under  Gen.  Newton,  landed  imc^ 
posed  next  day.**  It  debarked  on  a 
spacious,  open  plain  on  the  west  side 
of  the  York  and  its  south-western 
affluent,  the  Pamunkey;  no  enemy 
appearing  till  next  day.  Meantime, 
Gen.  Dana  had  arrived  with  a  part 
of  G^n.  Sedgwick's  division,  but  not 
debarked.  Our  gunboats  took  quiet 
possession  of  the  little  village  at  the 
Point,  and  hoisted  our  flag  over  it ; 
no  white  man  appearing  to  greet 
their  arrival.  During  the  jiight,  one 
of  our  vedettes  was  shot  through  the 
heart,  from  the  wood  that  fringed  the 
plain  whereon  our  troops  were  en- 


*'  Oa  waking,  next  morning,  to  find  the  Reb- 
els vanished  and  his  forces  in  qniet  possession 
of  Williamsburg,  Gen.  McClellan  forwarded  the 
following  more  cheerful  dispatches  : 

"HSADQUABTBRS  ABITT  OF  THH  POTOMAC,  ) 
**  WlLLLLMBBURG,  Va.,  May  6.       ) 
•*  Hon.  K  M.  Stakton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

"I  have  the  pleasure  to  announce  the  occupa- 
tioQ  of  this  place  as  the  result  of  the  hard-fought 
action  of  jresterdaj.  The  eflfbct  of  Hancock's 
brilliant  engagement  yesterday  afternoon  was  to 
turn  the  left  of  their  Ime  of  works.  He  was 
strongly  reenforoed,  and  the  enemy  abandoned 
the  entire  position  during  the  night,  leaving  all 
his  sick  and  woimded  in  our  hands.  His  loss 
yesterday  was  rery  severe.  We  have  some  300 
uninjured  prisoners,  and  more  than  a  thousand 
wounded.  Their  loss  in  killed  is  heavy.  The 
victory  is  complete. 

'*  I  have  sent  cavalry  in  pursuit ;  but  the  roads 
are  in  such  condition  Uiat  I  cannot  move  artil- 
lery nor  supplies.  I  shall  therefore  pusb  the 
other  movement  most  energetically.  The  con- 
duct of  our  men  has  been  excellent,  with  scarcely 
an  exception.  The  enemy's  works  are  very  ex- 
tensive and  exceedingly  strong,  both  in  respect 
to  their  position  and  the  works  themselves.  Our 
loss  was  heavy  in  Hooker's  division,  but  very 
little  on  other  parts  of  the  field.  Hancock's 
success  was  gained  with  a  loss  of  not  over  20 
killed  and  wounded.  Weather  good  to-day,  but 
great  difficulty  in  getting  up  fo^  on  account  of 
Uie  roads.  Very  few  wagons  have  yet  come  up. 
Am  I  auth<»ized  to  fc^w  the  example  of  other 
Generals,  and  direct  names  of  btttlei  to  be 


plao^  on  the  colors  of  regiments?    We  have 
other  battles  to  fight  before  reaching  Richmond. 
"  G.  B.  MoOlbllan, 
"Mty.'Gen.  Ck>mmanding." 

"  Hbadquabtebs  Aritt  of  thb  Potohao,  ) 
"WiLUAMSBUBQ,  May  6.     ) 
"  Hon,  R  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

**  Every  hour  proves  our  victory  more  com- 
plete, llie  enemy's  loss  is  great,  especially  in 
officers.  I  have  just  heard  of  five  more  of  tibeir 
gpins  captured.  Prisoners  are  constantly  arriv- 
ing. G.  B.  MoClbllan, 
"  Mi^.-Gen.  Commanding.'* 

"  No  official  account  of  the  Rebel  losses  in 
this  engagement  is  at  hand;  but  the  IHchmtmd 
Diapakh  of  ICay  8th  has  a  bulletin,  professedly 
based  on  an  official  dispatch  from  Gen.  John- 
ston, which,  claiming  11  cannon  and  623  pris- 
oners captured,  admits  a  Rebel  loss  of  but  220; 
yet  names  Gen.  Anderson,  of  North  Carolina, 
CoL  Mott,  of  Mississippi,  Co^  Ward,  4th  Fk>r- 
ida,  and  CoL  Wm.  H.  Palmer,  1st  Yirginia,  as 
among  the  killed;  and  Gen.  Early,  Gen.  Rains, 
CoL  Kemper,  Tth  yirginia^  CoL  Corae,  17th 
Yirginia,  and  CoL  Gariand,  of  Lynchburg,  as 
wounded;  adding:  **The  1st  Virginia  was  badly 
cut  up.  Out  of  200  men  in  the  fight,  some  80 
or  90  are  reported  killed  or  wounded.  CoL 
Kemper's  regiment  suffered  torriUy,  though  we 
have  no  aoooont  of  tlie  extant  of  the  oaaualtiea.'' 
These  items  indicate  a  total  loss  of  oertsinly  not 
less  than  1,000.  *Maj  6. 
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eamped,  though  no  hostile  force  had 
appeared.  Kext  morning,  however, 
a  regiment  or  two  of  the  enemy  was 
descried  and  shelled  from  onr  gun- 
boats; whereupon  G^en.  Dana,  by 
order  of  Gten.  Slocum,  hastened  the 
landing  of  his  men  and  horses ;  while 
the  16th,  81st,  and  82d  New  York, 
with  the  96th  and  96th  Pennsylvania, 
were  pushed  forward  into  the  woods 
in  our  front,  with  orders  to  drive  out 
the  few  Rebel  scouts  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  skulking  there.  They 
soon  found  themselves  engaged  witji 
a  for  laiger  force  than  ^ey  had 
expected,  whereof  Gen.  Whiting's 
Texan  division  and  Wade  Hampton's 
8auth  Carolina  Legion  formed  a  part ; 
and  who,  with  every  advantage  of 
position  and  knowledge  of  the 
ground,  drove  our  men  out  in  haste 
ajQid  disorder.  Twice  the  attempt 
was  renewed,  with  similar  results; 
but  at  length,  our  batterS^  having 
been  landed  and  posted,  they,  with  the 
aid  of  the  gunboats,  easily  silenced 
the  single  Bebd  battery  of  small 
howitzers,  which,  from  an  elevated 
clearing  in  the  woodsj  had  assisted  to 
repel  the  advance  of  our  infantry ; 
and  now  that  infantry  pushed  once 
more  into  the  woods,  and  found  no 
enemy  to  contest  their  possession. 
We  lost  in  this  affair  194  men,  mainly 
of  the  31st  and  82d  New  York,  in- 
eluding  two  Captains  and  two  lieu-' 
tenants:  while  theBebel  loss  was  tri- 
fling. 

Gen.  Stoneman,  with  the  advance 
of  our  main  army,  moved  from  Wil- 
liamsburg on  the  8th  to  open  com- 
munication with  G^.  Franklin,  fol- 
bwed  by  Smith's  division  on  the 
direct  road  to  Bichmond.  Bain  fell 
fi^uently ;  the  roads  were  horrible ; 


so  that  Gten,  McClellan's  head- 
quarters only  reached  White  House 
on  the  16th,  Tunstall's  Station  on 
the  19th,  and  Coal  Harbor  on  the 
22d.  Our  advanced  light  troops  had 
reached  the  Chickahominy  at  Bot- 
tom's Bridge  two  days  before. 


The  movement  of  our  grand  army 
up  the  Peninsula,  in  connection  with 
Bumside's  successes  and  captures  in 
North  Carolina,**  had  rendered  the 
possession  pf  Norfolk  by  the  Bebels 
no  longer  tenable.  To  hold  it  by 
any  force  less  than  an  army  would  be 
simply  exposing  that  force  to  capture 
or  destruction  at  the  pleasure  of  our 
strategists.  Otea.  Wool,  commanding 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  having  organized 
an  expedition  designed  to  reduce  lliat 
important  city,  led  it  thither  on  the 
lOfli ;  finding  the  bridge  over  Tan- 
ner's creek  on  fire,  but  no  enemy  to 
dispute  possession  of  Norfolk,  which 
was  quietly  surrendered  by  its  Mayor. 
The  Navy  Yard  and  Portsmouth 
were  in  like  manner  repossessed; 
the  Bebels,  ere  they  left,  destroying 
every  thing  that  would  bum,  partially 
blowing  up  the  Dry  Dock,  and  com- 
pletely destroying  their  famous  iron- 
clad known  to  us  as  the  Merrimac^' 
They  left  about  200  cannon,  in- 
cluding 39  of  large  caliber  at  Craney 
Island,  and  those  in  the  Se well's 
Point  batteries,  which,  though  spik- 
ed, were  valuable;  29  pieces  were 
found  mounted  on  strong  earthworks 
two  miles  from  Norfolk,  but  deserted. 
In  fact,  it  had  been  decided,  at  a 
council  held  at  Norfolk  some  days 
before,  that  no  attempt  should  be 
made  to  defend  that  city.  The  Mer- 
rimac,'  though  she  never  fully  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  her  strug- 


*  See  pages  73-81. 
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gle  with  the  Monitor,  had  comedown 
the  river  and  shown  fight  when  our 
vessels  first  undertook  to  shell  out 
the  Eebel  batteries  at  Sewell's  Point, 
three  days  before  her  self-destruct 
tion."  Two  unfinished  iron-clads 
were  among  the  vessels  fired  by  the 
Bebels  ere  fiieyleft. 


The  serious  difference  between  the 
Administration  and  Gen.  McClellan 
respecting  the  strength  of  his  aarmy, 
and  the  detachment  therefrom  of 
McDowell's  and  other  forces  for  ser- 
vice elsewhere,  now  demands  our  de- 
liberate consideration.  Gten.  McClel- 
lan, upon  first  assuming  command^' 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  President  a  memoran- 
dum, wherein,  in  addition  to  the 
armies  required  to  make  *^  a  strong 
movemeni  to 

drive  the  ri," 

to  hold  I  '^  a 

movemeni  ato 

Easteni  1  re- 

ly the  pat  ^  da, 

"to   protect  and  reopen  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad,"  to  "gar- 


rison Baltimore  and  Fortress  Mon- 
roe," and  leave  20,000  "for  the 
defense  of  "Washington,"  he  required 
for  his  "main  army  of  operations" 
226,000  infantry,  26,600  cavalry, 
7,600  engineer  troops,  and  15,000 
artillery  men,  with  600  field  gons ; 
in  all,  273,000  'men.  Even  this 
mighty  army  was  deemed  by  him  in- 
sufficient, unless  aided  by  a  strong 
naval  force/* 

Kearly  three  months  later,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  so 
modified  this  demand  as  to  evince  a 
willingness  to  begin  (tensive  opera- 
tions with  a  total  effective  force  on 
tiie  Potomac  and  in  Maryland — ^bnt 
not  including  the  garrison  of  Fortress 
Monroe— of  208,000  mm  and  488 
guns;  but  to  secure  this,  he  calcu- 
lated^ would  require  an  aggregate  of 
240,000  men  on  his  muster-roUs,  in- 
cluding the  sick  and.  absent,  while  he 
had  but  168,318,  with  228  field  guns, 
present,  and  6  more  batteries  on  the 
way  from  New  York.  Thus  his 
army,  which  by  Decwnber  1st  had 
been  swelled  nearly  to  200,000,  and 
for    the   three   months   succeeding 


*  Com.  Tatnnll,  in  his  official  report  of  the  loss 
of  the  Merrimac,  lays  the  blame  entirelj  on  his 
pilots,  who  on  the  7th  assured  him  that  they 
oonld  take  her  to  withhi  40  miles  of  Richmond 
if  her  draft  were  lessened  to  18  feet ;  but»  after 
five  or  six  hours  had  been  devoted  to  this  work, 
and  she  had  thus  been  disabled  fbr  aotion,  they, 
for  the  first  time,  declared  that,  as  the  winds 
had  for  two  days  been  westerly,  the  water  in  the 
James  was  too  low,  so  that  she  could  not  now 
be  run  above  the  Jamestown  fiats,  up  to  which 
point  each  shore  was  oocnpied  by  our  armies. 
He  had  now  no  alternative  bat  to  fire  her,  land 
his  crew,  and  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  Suf- 
folk. A  Court  of  Inquiry,  presided  over  by  Capt 
French  Forrest,  after  an  investigation  protracted 
firom  May  22d  to  June  11th,  decided  that  her 
destruction  was  unnecessary,  and  that  shemig^t, 
after  being  lightened  to  a  draft  of  20  ibet  6 
inches^  have  been  taken  up  Jaoiet  river  to  Hog 


Island.  Part  of  the  blame,  however,  was  laid 
on  the  hasty  retreat  fh»n  Norfolk  of  the  military 
under  Gen.  Huger. 

«  August  4,  186L 

*•  He  says : 

"Its  general  Une  of  operations  should  be  so 
directed  that  water  transportatiofn  can  be  availed 
df^  from  point  to  point,  by  means  of  the  ocean 
and  the  rivers  emptying  into  it  An  essential 
feature  of  the  plan  of  operations  will  be  the 
employment  of  a  strong  naval  force,  to  protect 
the  movements  of  a  fleet  of  transports  intended 
to  convey  a  considerable  body  of  troope  from 
point  to  point  of  the  enemy's  sea-coast,  thus 
either  creatiiu^  diversions,  and  rendering  it  neces- 
sary to  delia(£  largely  ftx>m  their  main  body  in 
order  to  protect  such  of  their  cities  as  may  be 
threatened,  or  else  landing  and  forming  eetab- 
lishtnents  on  their  coast,  at  any  favorable  places 
that  opportunity  might  otkr.  This  naval  force 
should  also  cooperate  with  the  main  anny,  in  its 
efforts  to  seize  the  important  sea-board  towns  of 
the  Rebels.''— Jfi;CM2afi'#  CiffioMMmorfmOtmL 
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ftTesraged  about  85M),000  men,^  wad 
at  no  time  large  enongh,  according 
to  liis  computation,  to  justify  a  deter- 
mined offensiire,  aince  he  persisted  in 
(xmiputing  the  Bebel  army  confront- 
ing him  at  no  lees  than  ^150,000 
strong,  well  drilled  and  equipped, 
Mj  commanded  and  strongly  in- 
trenched."** 

Now,  the  movement  first  contem- 
plated, by  way  of  the  Rappahannock 
and  Urbana — still  more,  that  ulti- 
mately decided  on  by  way  of  Fortress 
Monroe  and  the  P^iinsula — ^involyed 
a  division  of  this  army,  and  the  reser- 
vation of  a  considerable  part  of  it  for 
the  protection  of  Washington,  as  also 
the  securing  of  Maryland  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Riilroad  from 
desolating  raids  down  the  Shenan- 
A>ah  Valley.  President  Lincoln 
had  reluctantly  given  his  assent  to 
this  circumlittoral  advance,  on  these 
^[preflsed  conditions : 

^Exsounvs  Mansion,  Wabhinotqn,  ) 

."March  8,  1862.  f 

^PftxamsNT^s  GxNKBAX  Wab  Osdib,  No.  8 : 

"  Ordered,  That  no  change  of  the  base  of 
cperations  of  the  Armj  of  the  Potomao 
flhaU  be  made  without  leaving  in  and  abont 
Washington  snch  a  force  aa,  in  the  opinion 
cf  the  General-in-Chief  and  the  commanders 
of  army  corps,  shall  leave  said  city  entirely 


"That  no  more  than  two  army  corps 
^boot  50,000  troops)  of  said  Army  of  the 
Potomac  shall  be  moved  en  route  for  a  new 
baee  of  operations  until  the  navigation  of 
the  Potomac,  from  Washington  to  the 
Obeaapeake  Bay,  shall  be  treed  from  the 
coemy's  batteries,  and  other  obstraotlons, 
or  until  the  President  shall  hereafter  give 
exprMs  permission. 

"That  any  movement  as  aforesaid,  en 
remU  for  a  new  base  of  operations,  which 
mnr  be  ordered  by  the  General-in-Ohie^ 
and  which  may  be  intended  to  move  npon 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  shall  begin  to  move 
upon  the  bay  as  early  as  the  18th  of  March 
insUnt;  and  the  6eneral-in-0hief  shall  be 
reaponaible  that  it  so  moves  as  early  as  that 
day. 


"  Ordered^  That  the  army  and  navy  co- 
operate in  an  immediate  effort  to  capture 
the  enemy  ^s  batteries  npcm  the  Potomao 
between  Washington  and  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  Abbahax  Linooui. 

"L.  Thomas,  Adjutant- OeneraV^ 

Oen.  HcGlellan's  diiefof  spies  had 
b  J  this  tune  reduced  the  force  of  the 
Rebels  in  Northern  Virginia**  to 
115,600  men,  with  800  field  and  26 
to  80  siege-gnns — qnite  a  formidable 
army,  if  its  leader  should  conclude, 
after  Qten.  McClellan's  embarking 
the  bulk  of  his  forces  fbr  Fortress 
Monroe,  to  make  a  rush  upon  Wash- 
ington firom  behind  the  Bappahan- 
nock.  Five  days  later.  Secretary 
Stanton  wrote,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  to  Gen.  McClellan,  that  the 
President  made  no  objection  to  his 
plan  of  operaticms,  provided  he 
would — 

'^  1st.  Leave  such  force  at  Manassas  Jnno- 
tion  as  shall  make  it  entirely  certain  that 
the  enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself  of 
that  position  and  line  of  commanication. 

^*2d.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secnre. 

"8d.  Move  the  remainder  of  the  force 
down  the  Potomao— choosing  a  new  base 
at  Fortress  Monroe,  or  anywhere  between 
here  and  there ;  or,  at  all  events,  move  snch; 
remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  pursuit  olr* 
the  enemy  by  eome  route." 

Just  before  starting  for  the  Penitio 
sula.  Gen.  McOlellan  received,  ^'  with 
surprise,"  the  following  note,  involy- 
ing  a  subtraction,  he  estimates,  of 
10,000  troops  from  the  force  which 
he  expected  to  have  transferred.  tO/ 
the  Peninsula: 

^  EzBourrfK  MAimioir,  WAStrnxmromj  I 
''March  81,  1862.  i 

^'Migor-C^neral  MoClkllak: 

''  Mt  Deab  Bib  :  This  morning  I  felt  oon<^ 
strained  to  order  Blenker^s  division  to  Fre^ 
mont;  and  I  write  this  to  assure  yon  that  I 
did  so  with  great  pain,  understanding  that: 
you  would  wish  it  otherwise.  If  you  could 
know  the  full  pressure  of  the  case,  I  am 
confident  that  you  would  justify  it,  even 


*Dec  1,  19S,213;  Jan.  1,  S19,707;  JM.  1, 
»S»19€;  March  1,  S21,987. 

tol.il— ^ 


^Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
«*  Beport  to  MoOleUao,  Mardi  8. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180 


THB   JlUHRIOJlJS   GOHVLIOT. 


beyond  the  mere  acknowledgment  that  the 
Oommander-in-Chief  may  order  what  he 
pleases.  Ypura,  very  truly, 

^  "A.  Lincoln." 

Stonewall  Jackson's  advance  to 
and  fight  at  Winchester,  indicating 
farther  pugnacity  in  that  quarter, 
were  soon  fonnd  to  interfere  with 
Gen.  McClellan's  order**  to  Gen. 
Banks  to  move  his  division  down  to 
Manassas,  leaving  only  two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  to  "  occupy  Win- 
chester, and  thoroughly  scour  the 
country  south  of  the  railway  and  up 
the  Shenandoah  Yalley." 

Gen.  McGlellan,  on  embarking, 
calculated  that  he  left  behind,  in- 
cluding Blenker's  division,  ordered 
to  Fremont,  and  not  including 
McDowell's  corps,  which  he  intended 
should  follow  him,  no  less  than 
75,000  men.  But,  as  Blenker's  divi- 
sion was  known  to  be  ordered  to 
Fremont,  in  West  Virginia,  they  are 
improperly  included.  Even  exclud- 
ing these,  he  computes  the  whole 
number  available  fot  the  defense  of 
Washington,  including  36,467  under 
Banks  in  the  Yalley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, at  67,428  men,  with  85  pieces 
of  light  artillery.  Yet  he  had  barely 
departed  when  Gens.  Hitchcock  and 
L.  Thomas,  who  had  been  instructed 
to  investigate  the  matter,  reported,*' 
"  that  the  requirement  of  the  Presi- 
dent, that  this  city  [Washington] 
shall  be  left  entirely  secure,  has  not 
been  fully  complied  with."  Gen. 
Wadsworth,  Military  Governor  of 
Washington,  and  aa  brave  a  man  as 
ever  Jived,  submitted  to  the  War  De- 
partment a  statement  that  the  entire 
force  left  under  his  command  for  the 
defense  of  Washington  amounted  to 
20,477,  of  whom  19,022  were  present 
tor  duty  4  nearly  all  of  them  new  and 


imperfectly  disciplined,  several  <^  the 
regiments  in  a  very  disorganized  con- 
dition ;  2  heavy  artillery  and  1  in&n- 
try  regiment,  which  had  been  drillod 
for  some  months  for  artillery  service, 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  forts 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac; 
while  he  was  at  this  time  under 
orders  from  McClellan  to  detail  8 
regiments  to  join  divisions  on  their 
way  to  the  Peninsula,  and  another 
for  service  at  Budd's  Ferry ;  while  a 
frirthar  order  directed  him  to  send 
4,000  men  to  Manassas  and  Wanran- 
ton  to  relieve  Qea.  Sunmer,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  embark  for  Yorktown. 
Upon  the  report  of  Gtens.  Hitchcock 
and  Thomas,  the  President  gave 
orders  ••  that  either  McDowdl's  (X 
Sumner's  corps  should  remain  in 
front  of  Washington  until  otherwise 
directed. 

Gen.  McClellan,  from  his  camp  in 
fit)nt  of  Yorktown,  remonstrated;" 
saying: 

*'  I  am  now  of  the  opinion  that  I  shaU 
have  to  fight  all  the  available  force  of  the 
Rebels  not  far  from  here.  Do  not  force  me 
to  do  80  with  diminished  numbers:  bok 
whatever  your  decision  may  be,  I  will 
leave  nothing  undone  to  obtain  success.  If 
you  cannot  leave  me  the  whole  of  the  1st 
corpS)  I  urgently  ask  that  I  may  not  lose 
Franklin  and  his  division." 

Two  days  later,  he  telegraphed  to 
the  War  Department  that : 

^*  It  seems  clear  that  I  shall  have  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  on  my  hands-* 
probably  not  less  than  100,000  men,  and 
possibly  more.  In  consequence  of  the  loss 
of  Blenker's  division  and  the  1st  corps,  my 
force  is  possibly  less  than  that  of  the 
enemy,  while  they  have  all  the  advantage 
of  position.'* 

In  a  dispatch  of  even  date  to  the 

President,  he  says: 

"Tour  telegram  of  yesterday  received. 
In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  my 
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fnthre  force  for  dntj  amonnts  to  only  abont 
^6,000)  ei^tj-five  thonsand  men.  Gen. 
Wool's  command,  as  you  will  observe  from 
the  accompanying  order,  has  been  taken 
out  of  my  control,  although  he  has  most 
cheerftdly  cooperated  with  me.  The  only 
use  that  can  be  made  of  his  command  is  to 
protect  my  commnnicationp  in  rear  of  this 
point  At  this  time,  only  58,000  men  have 
ioined  me;  but  they  are  coming  np  as  rap- 
idly as  my  means  of  transportation  will 
permit.  Please  refer  to  my  oispatoh  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to-night,  for  the  details  of 
oar  present  situation.'' 

The' President  responded  by  this 
letter: 

"Washikgton,  April  9, 1862. 
**lU-<^n.  MoOlbllah: 

*^Mt  Dbab  Sib:  Tour  dispatches,  com- 
plaining that  you  are  not  properly  sustained, 
while  they  do  not  offend  me,  do  pain  me 
very  mnc^.  Blenker's  division  was  with- 
drawn fh>m  you  before  you  left  here;  and 
you  know  the  pressure  under  which  I  did 
it,  and,  as  I  thought,  acquiesced  in  it— cer- 
tunly,  not  without  reluctance.  After  you 
left|  I  ascertained  that  less  than  20,000  un- 
oi^nized  men,  without  a  single  field-bat- 
tenr,  were  all  you  designed  to  be  left  for  the 
defense  of  Washington  and  Manassas  Junc- 
tion ;  and  part  of  this,  even,  was  to  go  to 
Gen.  Hooker's  old  position.  Gen.  Banks's 
corps,  once  derigned  for  Manassas  Junction, 
was  diverted,  and  tied  up  on  the  line  of 
Winchester  and  Strasburg,  and  could  not 
leave  it  without  again  exposing  the  Upper 
Potomac  uid  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kail- 
road.  This  presented  (or  would  present, 
when  McDowell  and  Sumner  should  be 
gone)  a  great  temptation  to  the  enemy  to 
turn  back  from  the  Rappahannock  and  sack 
Washington.  My  explicit  order  that  Wash- 
ington should,  by  the  Judgment  of  all  the 
commanders  of  army  corps,  be  left  entirely 
secure,  had  been  neglected.  It  was  precise- 
ly this  that  drove  me  to  detain  McDowell. 

**I  do  not  forget  that  I  was  satisfied  with 
your  arrangement  to  leave  Banks  at  Manas- 
■as  Junction ;  but^  when  that  arrangement 
was  broken  up,  and  nothing  was  substi- 
tuted for  it,  of  course  I  was  constnuned  to 
mbstitnte  something  for  it  myself;  and  al- 
low me  to  ask :  Bo  you  really  think  I  should 
permit  the  line  from  Richmond  via  Manas- 
sas Junction  to  this  city  to  be  entirely  open, 
except  what  resistance  could  be  presented 
by  less  than  20,000  unorganized  troops  f 
lliis  is  a  question  which  Uie  country  will 
not  allow  me  to  evade. 

"There  is  a  curious  mystery  about  the 
number  of  troops  now  with  you.  When  I 
telegraphed  you  on  the  6th,  saying  you  had 
over  a  hundred  thousand  wiUi  you,  I  had 


just  obtained  ftom  the  Secretary  of  War  a 
statement  taken,  as  he  said,  front  your  own 
returns,  making  108,000  then  with  you  and 
en  route  to  you.  You  now  say  you  will 
have  but  85,000  when  all  eri  route  to  you 
shall  have  reached  you.  How  can  the  dis- 
crepancy of  23,000  be  accounted  for?  " 

**  As  to  Gen.  Wool's  command,  I  under- 
stand it  is  doing  for  you  precisely  what  a 
like  number  of  your  pwn  would  have  to  do 
if  that  command  was  away. 

"I  suppose  the  whole  force  which  has 
gone  forward  for  you,  is  with  you  by  this 
time ;  and,  if  so,  I  think  it  is  the  precise  time 
for  you  to  strike  a  blow.  By  delay,  the  ene- 
my will  relatively  gain  upcm  you ;  that  is^ 
he  will  gain  faster  by  fortifications  and  re* 
enforcements  than  you  can  by  r&enforce- 
ments  alone.  And  once  more  let  me  tell 
you,  it  is  indispensable  to  you  that  you 
strike  a  blow.  /  am  powerless  to  help  this. 
You  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember  I 
always  insbted  that  going  down  the  Bay  in 
seardi  of  a  field,  instead  of  fighting  at  or 
near  Manassas,  was  only  shifting,  and  not 
surmounting,  a  difficulty;  that  we  would 
find  the  same  enemy,  and  the  same  or  equal 
intrenchments,  at  either  place.  The  coun- 
try will  not  fail  to  note — is  now  noting — 
that  the  present  hesitation  to  move  upon 
an  intrenched  enemy  is  but  the  story  of 
Manassas  repeated. 

"  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  have  never 
written  you,  or  spoken  to  you,  in  greater 
kindness  of  feeling  than  now,  nor  with  a 
fuller  purpose  to  sustain  you,  so  far  as  in  my 
most  anxious  judgment  I  consistently  can. 
But  you  must  act. 

"  Yours,  very  truly,         A.  LnrooLW." 

The  President's  question  as  to  the 
grave  discrepancy  between  the  85,000 
men,  admitted  to  be  with  or  on  their 
way  to  him  by  Gen.  M.,  and  the 
108,000  asserted  by  Secretary  Stan- 
ton, was  never  answered,  and  proba- 
bly could  not  be ;  since  an  official  re- 
turn of  the  number  of  his  army  April 
30th,  while  it  was  still  before  York- 
town,  makes  its  aggregate  130,378, 
whereof  112,392  were  present  and 
fit  for  duty;  Franklin's  division  of 
12,448  men  having  in  the  mean  time 
been  sent  to  him. 

But,  on  another  point,  military  men 
are  not  likely  to  agree  with  the  Presi- 
dent. Gten.  Wool's  command  may 
very  probably  have  been  doing  just 
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what  an  equal  number  of  MeOlel^ 
lan's  troiTpB  must  have  done  '^  if  that 
command  was  away;'*  but  it  is  by 
no  means  the  same  thing  to  a  com- 
mander in  the  field  to  have  10^000 
m»i  holding  an  important  post  in 
his  rear,  but  wholly  independent  of 
his  authority,  and  having  them  sub- 
ject implicitly  to  his  orders.  Gen. 
McClellan  was  therefore  manifestly 
right  in  not  regarding  Gen.  Wool's 
10,000  as  equivalent  to  a  reenforce- 
ment  of  his  army  by  that  number ; 
and  the  order  which  detached  this 
division  from  his  command  has  not 
been  justified.  True,  he  had  more 
men  than  he  needed,  had  he  pos- 
sessed the  ability  and  the  nerve  to 
use  them."  But  a  General,  in  such 
a  position  as  his  then  was,  should 
either  be  fully  trusted  or  superseded. 


Stonewall  Jackson,  after  his  de- 
feat **  by  Shields  at  Eemstown,  had 
retreated  up  the  Valley,  pursued  by 
Gen.  Banks,  to  the  vicinity  of  Harri- 
sonburg. Jackson,  after  holding  some 


days  a  strong  position  near  Ifoant 
Jackson,  crossed  ^  the  South  Fork  of 
the  Shenandoah  and  took  position  in 
£lk  Bun  Yalley ;  but  he  was  soon 
startled  by  tidings  that  Gen.  Milroy, 
with  the  advance  of  Gen.  Schenck's 
division  of  Fremont's  West  Virginia 
force,  was  threatening  Staunton  from 
the  direction  of  Monterey.  As  a 
junction  of  Fremont's  and  Banks^s 
commands  would  have  involved  the 
fall  of  Staunton,  and  the  complete 
possession  of  the  Valley  by  our  troopB, 
Jackson  resolved  to  prevent  it  by 
striking  a  swift  and  hard  blow  at 
Fremont's  advance.  Leaving  Ewell, 
whose  division  had  recently  jomed 
him  from  Gtordonsville,  to  Observe 
and  check  Banks,  Jackson  moved 
rapidly  to  Staunton,  being  reenforced 
by  the  division  of  Gen.  Edward 
Johnson,  which  he  dispatched^  in 
advance  of  his  own,  against  Mihroy; 
who,  being  decidedly  overmatched, 
retreated  westwardly  across  Shenan- 
doah  Mountain,  concentrating  Mb 
command  at  MoBowbll,  and  sending 


"  When  he  bad  fairly  set  down  before  York- 
iowiif  be  tdegrapbed  to  Washingtoa  as  follows : 

»  Hbadquabtebs  Abmt  or  trb  Potomao,  ) 
"April  10.     f 
"Hem.  Edwut  M.  Staktoit,  Secretarj  of  War: 

''The  reoonnoissance  to-day  proves  that  it  is 
neoessary  to  invest  and  attack  Gloucester  Point. 
Give  me  Franklin's  and  MoCall's  divisions,  un- 
der command  of  Franklin,  and  I  will  at  once 
undertake  it  If  drcumstances  of  which  I  am 
not  aware  make  it  impossible  for  you  to  send 
me  two  divisions  to  carry  out  this  final  plan  of 
campaign,  I  will  run  the  risk,  and  bold  myself 
responsible  for  the  result^  if  you  will  give  me 
Franklin's  division.  If  you  still  confide  in  my 
Judgment,  I  entreat  that  you  will  grant  this  re- 
iueet  The  fate  of  our  cause  depends  upon  it 
Alihough  willing,  under  the  pressure  of  neces- 
sity, to  carry  this  through  with  FnoJdin  alone, 
I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  think 
two  divisions  necessary.  Franklin  and  his  di- 
vision are  indispensable  to  me.  Qen.  Banuurd 
ooncurs  in  this  view.    I  have  determined  on  the 

rnt  of  attadc,  and  am  at  this  moment  engaged 
fixing  the  position  of  the  batteries. 

"  G.  B.  MoCLBXAir,  Mij.-GeneraL" 
The  prompt  letpoBse  mm  as  follows: 


"War  DsPASTifsirT,  April  11, 1861 
"ICi^-Gen.  G.  B.  MoClbllan,  Oommtmdmg  At* 
my  o/PotomaCf  Ibrtresi  Monroe,  Vwgima: 
"By  direction  of  the  President,  FrankUn's  di« 
vision  has  been  ordered  to  march  bade  to  Alex- 
andria and  immediately  embark  for  FortlConroSi 
"li.  Thomas,  A4jutant-QeDeraL'* 

Which  McClellan  thua  admowledged: 

"  HlADQUABTBBS  AbMT  OF  THB  FOfOlU^  ) 

"  Near  ToHOown,  April  13—12  IL     ) 
"Hon.  E.  M.  STAMTOir,  Secretary  of  War: 

"Your  dispatch  received.  I  thank  you  moil 
sincerely  for  the  reenforoements  sent  to  me. 
Franklin  will  attack  on  the  other  side.  The 
moment  I  hear  from  him,  I  will  state  point  of 
rendezvous.  I  am  confident  as  to  results  now. 
"G.  B.  MoGlkllak,  Mi4.-GeneraL" 

All  this  promise  ended  in  no  performanoai 
Gloucester  was  not  atUfdnd.  Franklin's  divi* 
sion  was  not  even  debarked,  but  lay  idle  moM 
than  a  fortnight  in  die  transports  iftuich  brooi^ 
it  to  the  Peninsula,  until  lOgruder  saw  fit  to 
evacuate  Torktown. 

•"March  83.  ••AprfllS. 
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to  Schenck  tor  aaaistaiiee.  Scbend: 
was  at  Franklin,  34  miles  north, 
which  distance  he  traversed,  with  his 
brigade,  in  33  honrs,  joining  Milroj 
at  10  A.  H.  of  the  8th;  but  he 
brought  only  three  regiments,  reduced 
bj  details  to  less  than  2,000  men; 
while  Milroy's  force  was  but  very 
Httle  stronger.  Jackson's  column 
was  consid«;«bly  the  larger,  though 
it  is  stated  that  but  six  r^ments  were 
actually  engaged  in  the  %ht. 

The  Bebels  advanced  to  and  posted 
themselves  on  the  top  of  a  ridge  in 
the  Bull  Pasture  Mountain,  where  it 
is  traversed  by  the  Staunton  turn- 
pike, a  mile  or  two  west  of  McDow- 
dL  Schenck  saw  that  Milroy's  posi- 
tion was  untenable,  being  command- 
ed by  hights  in  several  directions; 
bat  he  could  not  safely  abandon  it  in 
broad  daylight,  and  so  decided  to  re- 
main. Some  desultory  skirmishing 
and  cannonading  followed ;  until,  at 
8  p.  H.,  upon  information  that  the 
Bebels  were  trying  to  plant  a  bat- 
tery on  the  mountain,  where  it  would 
oonunand  our  whole  encampment, 
Schenck  directed  Milroy,  with  the 
8d  Virginia,  35th,  33d,  and  83d 
Ohio,  numbering  a  little  over  3,000 
men,  to  advance  and  feel  of  the  ene- 
my. Led  by  Col.  N.  C.  McLean,  of 
the  75th  Ohio,  they  charged  up  the 
mountain  with  great  gallantry,  defy- 
ing the  fire  of  a  superior  force,  whose 
heads  only  were  visible,  and  were 
engaged  at  close  range  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  during  which  an  attempt 
was  made  to  turn  the  Bebel  right, 
but  repulsed.  The  fight  did  not 
wholly  cease  till  8  p.  il,  when  our 
men  were  withdrawn  by  order, 
bringing  in  their  dead  and  wounded, 
taking  4  prisoners  and  reporting  but 


3  missing.  Our  total  loss  in  this  well 
contested  action  was  356,  includii^ 
145  slightly  wounded*  Gen.  Jack- 
son's report  admits  a  loss  on  his  part 
of  461— n  kiUed,  including  8  Co- 
lonels and  3  Majors,  and  390  wound- 
ed, among  whom  was  Gen.  Johnson. 
Our  troops  retreated  to  Franklin 
during  the  night,  carrying  off  their 
wounded,  but  burning  a  part  of  thel^ 
stores. 

Jackson  pursued  next  day  toward 
Franklin,  but  did  not  see  fit  to  at- 
tack. Betuming  to  McDowell,**  he 
recrossed  the  Shenandoah  Mountain 
to  Lebanon  White  Sulphur  Springs ; 
where  he  gave  his  troops  a  brief  rest, 
and  then  resumed'^  his  march  to 
Harrisonburg,  having  ascertained 
that  Banks  had  fallen  back  to  Stras- 
burg.  Being  joined  near  Newmarket 
by  Ewell's  division,  he  moved  via 
Luray  upon  Front  Koyal,  keeping 
his  advance  carefully  masked  by 
Ashby's  cavalry,  so  that  he  swooped 
down"  almost  unannounced  on  our 
small  force  holding  that  position, 
under  OoL  John  K.  Kenly,  who 
nevertheless  made  a  spirited  resist- 
ance, but  was  soon  driven  out  with 
loss  by  the  enemy's  overwhelming 
numbers.  Kenly,  after  abandoning 
the  town,  attempted  to  make  a  stand 
on  a  ridge  scarcely  a  mile  in  its  rear ; 
but,  his  force  being  hardly  a  tenth  of 
that  assailing  him,  he  was  soon  comr 
polled  to  retreat  i^ross  the  river,  after 
destroying  his  camp  and  stores.  He 
tried  to  bum  the  bridge  over  the 
North  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  but 
the  Bebels  were  upon  him  and  extin- 
guished the  flames.  A  few  miles 
farther  on,  he  was  overtaken  by  the 
Bebel  cavalry  under  Ashby  and 
Floumoy,    and   a  fight    ensued,  in 
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whicli  CoL  K.  was  severely  wounded, 
his^rain  captured,  and  his  command 
nearly  destroyed.  Fully  700  prison- 
ers, a  section  of  rifled  10-pounders, 
and  a  large  amount  of  stores,  were 
among  the  trophies  of  this  Bebel 
triumph.  Our  men  fought  nobly; 
but  they  ^ere  900  against  8,000. 

Gen.  Banks  remained  quiet  and 
unsuspecting  at  Strasburg,  with  no 
enemy  in  his  front,  and  no  sign  of 
danger,  until  the  evening  of  the  23d, 
when  he  was  astounded  by  tidings  of 
Kenly's  disaster,  and  assurances  that 
the  Rebels,  16,000  to  20,000  strong, 
were  pressing  forward  to  Winchester, 
directly  in  his  rear.  Shields's  divi- 
sion having  been  sent,  by  order  from 
Washington,  to  the  Rappahannock, 
he  had  hardly  5,000  men  at  hand, 
with  perhaps  2,000  or  3,000  more 
scattered  through  the  Valley  in  his 
rear.  Jackson's  force  must  have  ex- 
ceeded 20,000  men."  Banks  had, 
on  the  first  tidings  of  trouble  at 
Front  Royal,  dispatched  a  small 
force  to  the  aid  of  Kenly ;  but  this 
was  now  recalled,  and  our  trains  sent 
forward  on  the  road  to  Winchester, 
escorted  by  Gen.  Hatch,  with  our 
cavalry,  and  6  pieces  of  artillery. 
At  9  A.  M."  our  column  was  in  mo- 
tion, and  had  hardly  proceeded  three 
miles  when  it  was  apprised  that  the 
train  had  been  attacked,  and  that 
the  Rebels  held  the  road  at  Middle- 


town — ^a  report  soon  confirmed  by  a 
disorderly  rush  of  fugitives  and 
wagons  to  the  rear.  The  column 
was  thereupon  reorganized,  with  the 
train  in  the  rear ;  and,  on  reaching 
Middletown,  CoL  D.  Donnelly,  com- 
manding the  vanguard,  encountered 
a  small  force  of  Rebels,  who  were 
easily  repulsed  and  driven  back  on 
the  road  to  Front  Royal.  Col.  Brod- 
head,  1st  Michigan  cavalry,  now  took 
the  advance,  and  soon  reported  the 
road  clear  to  Winchester.  Before  all 
our  army  had  passed,  tlie  Rebels  ad- 
vanced on  the  Front  Royal  road  in 
such  force  as  to  occupy  Middletown, 
compelling  our  rear-guard  to  fall  back 
to  Strasburg,  making  a  circuit  thence 
to  the  north,  whereby  the  Ist  Ver- 
mont, CoL  Tompkins,  was  enabled 
to  rejoin  Banks  at  Winchester  in 
season  for  the  fight  of  next  morning; 
while  the  5th  New  York,  CoL  De 
Forrest,  made  its  way  through  the 
mountains  to  the*  Potomac,  bringing 
in  a  train  of  32  wagons  and  many 
stragglers.  There  was  some  fighting 
with  our  rear-guard  at  Strasburg, 
and  again  at  Newtown,  eight  miles 
from  Winchester;  but  our  men  re- 
treated with  moderate  loss,  and  our 
infantry  and  artillery  were  again 
concentrated  at  Winchester  by  mid- 
night. Here  they  were  allowed  a 
rest  of  two  or  three  hours,  broken  at 
brief  intervals  by  the  rattle  of  mus- 


**  Lt-GeiL  JacksoDf  in  his  official  report,  sajs : 

"  My  commaad  at  this  time  embraced  Ashbj's 
Oftvahy;  the  Ist  brigade,  under  Gen.  Winder; 
the  2d  brigade,  Got  Campbell  commanding;  3d 
brigade,  Ck>L  Fulkerson  commanding;  the  troops 
recently-  under  command  of  Brlg.-Oen.  Edwtud 
J(^nson ;  and  the  division  of  G^n.  Ewell,  com- 
Mising  the  brigades  of  Grens.  Elzey,  Taylor, 
Trimble,  and  the  Maryland  Line,  consisting  of 
the  1st  Maryland  regiment  and  Brockenbrough's 
battery,  under  Brig.-6en.  G^.  H.  Stewart,  and 
tlie  3d  and  Sth  Virginia  cavalry,  under  €!oL 
Jloumoj." 


On  our  side,  Brig. -Gen.  Gk>rdon,  in  his  official 
report,  says: 

*^From  the  testimony  of  our  signal  officers, 
and  from  a  fair  estimate  of  the  number  in  Rebel 
lines  drawn  up  on  the  higbts,  from  fbgHires 
aud  deserters,  the  number  of  regiments  in  the 
Rebel  army  opposite  Winchester  was  28,  being 
Ewell*s  diyision,  Jackson*s  and  Johnson's  forces ; 
the  whole  being  commanded  by  Gen.  Jackson. 
These  regiments  were  fbll,  and  could  not  have 
numbered  less  than  22,000  men,  with  a  corre- 
sponding proportion  of  artiUery." 

'*May24. 
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he/ttjj  88  the  Bebels  dosed  around 
them,  thdr  artillery  opening  at  day- 
light." 

Banks  had  now  less  than  7,000 
men,**  opposed  to  more  than  20,000, 
flushed  with  yictory,  and  confident 
that  the  day  would  witness  the  cap- 
tore  or  destruction  of  our  little  army. 
OoL  Gteo.  H.  Gordon  commanded 
our  right ;  CoL  Dudley  Donnelly  our 
left.  Glen.  Hatch,  who  had  bee^  cut 
off  at  Middletown,  had  just  rejoined 
with  his  cayalry.  Facing  the  enemy 
Ixddly,  our  men  held  their  ground  for 
fiye  hours,  inflicting  and  sufiering 
considerable  loss;  until,  Jackson's 
entire  army  having  by  this  time  been 
brought  up,  it  was  manifest  that 
farther  resistance  was  madness,  and 
oould  only  result  in  our  destruction. 
Our  trains  being  by  this  time  well  on 
the  road,  the  order  to  retreat  was 
given,  and  our  line  of  battle,  under  a 
withering  fire  of  musketry  from  left, 
right,  and  center,  broke  into  column 
of  march  and  moved  rapidly  through 
Winchester,  amid  the  deafening  yells 
of  their  exulting  pursuers,  which  were 
edioed  with  delirious  frenzy  by  the 
Winchester  Eebels.-  The2dMas8a. 
chusetts,  Lt.-Col.  Andrews,  which, 
with  the  8d  Wisconsin,  CoL  Ruger, 
formed  our  rear-guard,  halted,  undis- 
mayed by  the  hideous  din,  in  a  street 
of  the  town,  to  re-form  its  line,  and 
then  resumed  its  rapid  but  steady 
march,  sharply  followed,  but  not 
seriously  annoyed,  by  the  eager  foe. 
Our  troops  moved  in  three  parallel 


columns,  each  protected  by  an  effi- 
cient rear-guard,  and  reached  Mar- 
tinsburg,  23  miles  distant,  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon.  Here  a  halt 
of  two  and  a  half  hours  was  taken,  to 
rest  and  refresh ;  our  rear-guard  leav- 
ing that  town  at  7  p.  m.,  and  reaching 
the  Potomac,  opposite  Williamsport, 
12  miles  farther,  in  the  course.of  the 
evening. 

Gen.  Geo.  H.  Stewart,  with  the 
Eebel  cavalry,  pursued  so  far  as 
Martinsburg ;  but  Jackson  halted  his 
infentry  not  far  beyond  Winchester; 
though  he  sent  a  brigade,  three  days 
later,**  to  Oharlestown,  driving  out  a 
small  Union  force  which  held  that 
place,  and  pursuing  it  to  Halltown, 
which  was  occupied  next  day  by  the 
main  body  of  his  army. 

Gen.  Banks  admits  a  loss,  in  his 
hurried  retreat  for  53  miles,  of  88 
killed,  155  wounded,  and  711  miss- 
ing ;  total,  904 ;  with  55  out  of  500 
wagons,  and  no  guns.  This  of  course 
does  not  include  the  losses  by  CoL 
Kenly's  rout  at  Front  Eoyal,  nor  the 
sick  and  wounded  left  in  hospitals  at 
Strasburg  and  Winchester.  We  lost 
also  a  large  amount  of  quartermaster 
and  commissary  stores,  most  of  which 
were  destroyed.  Jackson  admits  a 
total  loss,  including  that  at  Front 
Royal,  of  68  killed  and  329  wounded ; 
and  claims  to  have  captured  2  guns, 
9,354  small  arms,  and  about  3,050 
prisoners,  including  750  sick  and. 
wounded,  whom  he  paroled  and  left 
in  the  hospitals  when  he  retreated, 


"  Mty  25. 

"  Gen.  Banks's  official  report  sajs: 
. "  Mj  own  command  consisted  of  3  brigades  of 
Itm  than  4,000  men,  all  told,  with  900  caralrj, 
10  PuTott  guns,  and  one  battery  of  O-poonders, 
mooUi-bore  cannon.  To  this  should  be  added 
the  10th  ICaine  regiment  of  infantrj,  and  5  com- 
paolea  of  Uarjland  cavalry,  stationed  at  Win- 
diB8t«r,  which  were  engaged  m  the  aotioa.'* 


** Gen.  Gordon,  in  his  official  report,  says: 
"ICy  retreating  column  suffered  serious  loss 
in  the  streets  of  Windiester :  males  and  females 
vied  with  each  other  in  increasing  the  number  of 
their  yictims  by  firing  firom  the  houses,  throwixup 
hand-grenades,  hot  water,  and  missiles  of  erei^ 
description.** 

Yet  Winchester  was  not  burned  when  we  r»« 
took  it  ••May  28. 
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fending  some  2,800  np  the  Yalley. 
He  attributes  his  failure  to  cmah 
Banks  entirely  to  the  misconduct  of 
Ashby's  cavaky,  who  stopped  to  pil- 
lage our  abandoned  wagons  between 
l£iddletown  and  Newtown,  and  could 
not  thereafter  be  brought  to  the  front 
till  too  late." 

Jackson,  after  menacing  Harp^s 
Ferry,"  which  was  held  by  Gen. 
Bufiis  Saxton,  called  in  his  detach- 
ments and  conunenced  a  rapid  re^ 
treat  *^  It  was  high  time.  Gten. 
Shields,  whose  division  had  been 
detached  from  Banks,  and  marched 
over  a  hundred  miles  to  join  Mc- 
Dowell at  Fredericksburg,  to  replace 
the  division  <^  Oen.  Franklin — al- 
ready sent  to  McGlellan — and  enable 
HcDowell  to  move  directly  on  Rich- 
mond, was  now  ordered  "  firom  Wash- 
ington to  postpone  this  movement, 
and  push  20,000  men  rapidly  to  the 
Shenandoah,  along  the  line  of  the 
Hanassas  Gkp  Bailroad.  Gen.  Fre- 
mont, who  had  concentrated  his  little 


army  at  Franklin,  Pendleton  coontyi 
24  miles  north  of  Monterey,  was 
likewise  ordered"  by  tel^raph  from 
Washington  to  hasten  across  the 
main  range  of  the  AU^hanies  to 
Harrisonburg,  hardly  50  miles  dis- 
tant, and  thus  intercept  the  retreat 
of  Jackson  up  the  valley,  and  coop* 
erate  with  McDowell  and  Shields  to 
crush  him. 

T^ere  is  a  direct  road  from  Frank- 
lin to  Harrisonburg,  not  absolutely 
impassable  by  an  army,  though  it 
<»'066es  four  distinct  ranges  of  steep 
mountdns ;  but  G^n.  Frem<»it's 
trains  were  at  Moor^eld,  40  miles 
north  by  east,  and  to  attempt  eross- 
ing  without  them  was  to  doom  his 
army  to  starvation,  there  being  littla 
for  man  or  beast  to  eat  in  those  wild 
mountains.  He  therefore  decided  to 
go  by  Moor^eld,  which  compelled 
him  to  go  20  miles  feurther  n<»rth- 
east,  to  Wardensville,  in  order  to 
find  a  practicable  route  across  the 
mountains.    Stripping  his  army  as 


•  Speaking  of  our  retreat  from  Winchester, 

"  The  Federal  foroes,  upon  falling  bade  into  the 
town,  preserved  their  organization  remarkablj 
welL  In  passing  through  its  streets,  however, 
the  J  were  thrown  into  oon^skm;  and,  shortlj 
after  debouching  mto  the  plain  and  turnpike  to 
Martinsburg,  and  after  being  fired  upon  bj  our 
artillery,  thej  presented  the  aspect  of  a  mass  of 
disordered  fugitives.  Never  have  I  seen  an  op- 
portunity when  it  was  in  the  power  of  cavalry  to 
reap  a  richer  harvest  of  the  fhiits  of  victory.*' 

■•  May  29  •»  May  30. 

"*  Qen.  McDowell,  in  his  testimony  before  the 
Cbmmittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  states 
that  Shields's  division,  11,000  strong^  raising  his 
entire  force— not  including  Franklin*s  division, 
already  sent  to  McCleUan — to  41,000  men,  joined 
him  at  or  near  Fredericksburg  either  on  the  22d 
or  23d  of  May,  but  in  want  of  artiUery  ammuni- 
tion: that  which  they  had  havmg  just  been  oon- 
demned  at  Oatlett*s  Station,  and  the  new  supply 
Ofdered  ttom  the  Washington  arsenal  having  got 
aground  on  the  flats  of  the  Potomac  and  thus 
been  delayed.  On  Saturday,  the  24th,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  War  came  down  to  confer 


with  him,  and  found  him  not  yet  ready  for  the 
contemplated  advance  on  Richmond,  but  that  he 
would  be  that  afternoon,  and  that  Shields^  di» 
vi8k>n  oould  go  on  Sunday.  He  [MoDoweO] 
added,  that  he  had  onoe  before  moved  on  Sunday 
— alluding  to  the  battle  of  Bull  Run— and  had 
been  very  mudi  condemned  for  it  all  over  the 
country,  but  that  he  waa  ready  to  do  so  sgain. 
The  President  therefore  suggested  that  he  might 
get  a  "good  ready,"  and  start  on  Monday,  wbidi 
was  agreed  on.  Messrs.  Lincoln  and  Stanton 
returned  to  Wadiington  that  nighty  and  ''had 
hardly  left  before  a  telegram  came  announcing 
this  raid  of  Jackson  up  [down]  the  Shenandosh 
Valley."  This  was  soon  followed  by  an  order 
to  send  a  division  up  after  Jackson.  McDowell 
adds:  "I  did  so,  although  I  repUed  that  it  wss 
a  crushing  blow  to  us  alL"  The  President  or^ 
dered  another  brigade  to  move  up  there^  •ii4 
then  another  brigade,  and  then  another  regi- 
ment Two  divisiona  were  thus  sent  before 
McDowell,  whose  heart  was  set  on  the  Bkk- 
mond  movementi  followed  himsel£ 
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naked  m  poniUe,  he  left  Franklin 
next  morning/*  the  aoldi^n  diseard- 
ing  even  their  knapeacka,  but  taking 
fiye  days'  rations  of  hard  bread ;  and 
thus,  through  constant  rain,  and  over 
mountain  roads  that  could  be  made 
barely  passable,  he  crossed  the  Al- 
leghanies  and  descended  into  the 
Valley,  reaching  and  occupying  Stras- 
buig  on  the  evening  of  Jime  1st,  just 
in  time  to  be  too  late  to  head  Jack- 
son, who  had  retreated  through  that 
place  a  few  hours  before.  I^ext 
morning,  Gen.  Bayard,"  with  the 
cavalry  advance  of  Shields's  division, 
reached  that  point. 

Shields,  however,  pushed  up  the 
Soutii  Fork  of  the  Shenandoah,  on 
the  oth^  side  of  Massanutten  Moun- 
tain, expecting  to  head  Jackson  at 
some  point  farther  south ;  while  Fre- 
mont followed  him  directly  down  the 
North  Fork,  by  "Woodstock  and 
Mount  Jackson,  to  Harrisonburg. 
The  advance  of  each  was  greatly  em- 
barraaeed  by  the  many  streams  which 
make  their  way  down  £rom  the  moun- 
tains into  either  branch  of  the  She- 
nandoah, and  which  were  now  swollen 
to  raging  torrents  by  the  incessant 
rains ;  Jackson  of  course  burning  or 
breaking  down  the  bridges  as  he 
passed  them,  and  sending  cavalry 
across  to  destroy  the  more  important 


of  tiboseinfrontof  Shi^ds.  Passing 
through  Harrisonburg,"  Jackson  di- 
verged  from  the  great  road  leading 
southwardly  to  Staunton,  moving 
south-easterly,  with  intent  to  cross 
the  South  Fork  at  Port  Bepublie^ 
His  rear  was  bravely  and  ably  pro- 
tected by  the  2d  and  6th  Virginia 
cavalry,  Gen.  Turner  Ashby,  who 
that  day  repulsed  a  spirited  charge 
of  our  cavalry  in  advance,  capturing 
Col.  Pfflrcy  Wyndham  and  63  m^i. 
Being  still  sharply  pressed,  Ashby 
called  for  an  infancy  support ;  when 
the  brigade  of  Gen.  G^o.  H.  Stewart 
was  promptly  ordered  up,  and  was 
soon  hotly  engaged  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania Buektails,  whose  comman- 
der, Lt.-CoL  Kane,  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner.  The  Bebel  loss  in 
this  affidr  was  numerically  less  than 
ourd,  being  but  20  killed  and  60 
wounded ;  but  among  the  killed  was 
Ashby  himself  whose  loss  was  at 
least  equal  to  that  of  a  regiment. 
Always  fighting  at  the  head  of  his 
men,  with  the  most  reckless  self-ex- 
posure, his  fate  was  merely  a  qu^- 
tion  of  time.  For  outpost  and  skir- 
mishing service,  he  left  no  equal 
behind  him  in  either  army. 

Being  now  within  a  few  noiles  of 
Port  Bq>ublic,  where  his  trains  and 
artillery   must    be   taken    over   a 


'•May  26. 

^  Q9XL  ICcDoweD,  in  his  testimony  aforesaid, 
Uames  Gen.  Ord,  commanding  one  of  his  divi- 
siona,  for  lack  of  energy  in  pushing  it  on  from 
IVont  Bojal  to  Strasborg,  and  adds,  that  he  sent 
forward  G«n.  Shieldi  from  Front  Boyal  with 
axpiosa  orders  "  to  go  on  the  direct  road  to 
Strarirarg,  and  not  cross  the  liTorth  Fork  of  the 
Shenandoah  nntil  near  that  place.''    Ke  adds : 

"  After  some  tfme  in  getting  Ord*s,  or  rather 
BlekottBi^  diiision  togoflier,  I  staited  outta  the 
front  I  met  ime  of  Oen.  Bhields's  aids-do- 
esmp  coming  in  frt>m  Front  Royal,  and  asked  htm 
hbm  IStf  out  he  had  met  Oen.  Shieldi.    He  said 


he  had  not  met  him  1^  aU.  I  told  him  he  had 
started  to  go  out,  and  he  said  he  must  have  lost 
his  way.  Without  stopping  to  see  what  had 
become  of  him,  I  todc  Bayard's  cavalry  brigade, 
the  only  one  ready  to  move,  and  sent  it  forward 
by  the  direct  road  to  Btrasburg.  I  then  went 
to  see  where  Gen.  Shi^ds  was,  and  fountf  him 
over  on  the  road  toward  Winchester.  He  had 
sent  his  troops  on  that  road,  instead  of  on  tiie 
one  I  had  ordered  him  to  send  them  on.  He 
said  that  he  had  received  information  frt>m  his 
aid-de-camp  that  Jackson  had  fatten  back,  and 
he  had  sent  his  troops  this  way.  When  I  got 
up  Uiere,  they  were  coming  in.  Well,  it  was 
too  late  to  get  ahead  of  Jackson  then." 

**June6. 
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wooden  bridge  across  the  larger  of 
the  two  streamB  into  which  the  south 
branch  again  forks  at  this  place,  and 
over  the  other  and  smaller  branch 
bj  a  ford,  Jackson  was  obliged  to 
torn  and  fight  in  order  to  gain  tune. 
Accordingly,  Maj.-Gen.  Ewell,  with 
the  rear  division  of  his  army,  halted  " 
near  Union  Church,  and  took  up  a 
strong  position  along  a  ridge  which  ^ 
here  crosses  the  road,  with  his  flanks 
well  protected  by  timber.  He  had 
but  5,000  mien  directly  in  hand ;  but 
the  residue  of  Jackson's  army  was 
between  him  and  Port  Republic,  4 
or  5  miles  distant,  ready  to  be  sent 
up  as  required. 

Fremont  pushed  out  of  Harrison- 
burg at  6  o'clock  nextmoming,^^  and 
before  9  his  advance  was  engaged 
near  a  little  hamlet  known  as  Gross- 
Keys,  some  seven  miles  on.  Swell's 
three  brigades,  under  Trimble,  Elzey, 
and  Stewart,  ranged  from  right  to 
left,  with  his  artillery  in  the  center. 
Gen.  Dick  Taylor,  with  a  Louisiana, 
and  Col.  Patton,  with  a  Virginia 
brigade,  came  to  his  aid  when 
wanted. 

Gen.  Fremont's  order  of  battle,  a 
mile  and  a  half  long,  was  formed 
with  the  32d,  56th,  78d,  Y5th,  and 
82d  Ohio,  under  Brig.-Gen.  Schenck, 
on  the  right,  and  the  2d,  3d,  and  5th 
Virginia,  with  the  25th  Ohio,  under 
Gen.  Milroy,  in  the  center,  with  the 
8th,  41st,  and  45th  New  York,  and 
27th  Pennsylvania,  and  what  were 
left  of  the  Bucktails,  under  Gen. 
Stahl,  on  the  left,  supported  by  Qen. 
Bohlen's  brigade ;  while  the  remain- 
der of  Blenker's  division  was  held  in 
reserve.  Col.  Cluseret,  with  the  60th 
Ohio, /8th  Virginia,  and  Garibaldi 
Guards,   had    held     the     advance 


through  the  morning,  but  had  now 
fallen  in  between  Bchenck  and  Mil- 
roy.  Thus  formed,  our  army  ad- 
vanced steadily  and  successfully,  un- 
der a  storm  of  shot  and  shell,  losing 
heavily  in  men,  but  constantly  gain- 
ing ground,  until  after  8  o'clock; 
when  Stahl's  brigade,  having  passed 
through  the  wood  in  its  front  to  a 
clover-field,  which  gradually  ascend- 
ed to  another  wood  filled  with  Bebels 
beyond,  encountered  a  murderous 
fire,  by  which  its  ranks  were  fear- 
fully thinned  and  its  progress  arrest- 
ed. Two  of  Bohlen's  regiments  were 
ordered  up  to  its  support ;  but,  before 
they  could  arrive,  the  brigade  had  re- 
coiled; understanding,  it  was  said, 
that  they  were  to  give  place  to 
Bohlen's  men,  instead  of  being  sus- 
tained by  th^n.  Up  to  this  moment, 
Schenck,  on  our  right,  had  been  mak- 
ing slow  but  steady  progress ;  but  he 
now  halted  by  order,  and  finally  re- 
ceded for  ^  mile,  finding  that  Milroy 
had  moved  toward  the  left,  and  that 
he  must  follow  or  be  isolated.  Two 
hours  later,  the  Bebels  cannonaded 
him  in  his  new  position,  but  were 
easily  and  quickly  driven  off  by  his 
batteries. 

Our  total  loss  in  this  indecisive 
action  was  664,  two-thirds  of  it  in 
Stahl's  brigade ;  and  our  troops  slept 
on  the  battle-field,  expecting  to  re- 
new the  %ht  next  morning.  Gen. 
Ewell's  report  admits  a  total  loss  on 
their  side  of  329 ;  but  among  their 
severely  woimded  were  Q^ns.  Elzey 
and  Stewart.  During  the  night, 
Ewell  silently  moved  off,  carrying 
away  all  but  his  mortally  wounded. 

Jackson  had  turned  aside  f^om  his 
direct  line  of  retreat,  because  ha 
found  that,  with  an  army  nearly  or 


'•Juno  7. 


^Jimet. 
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quite  equal  to  Lis  own  pressing  cloee- 
]j  on  his  rear^  he  must  sometimes 
tmn  and  fight,  and  thus  permit  the 
other  hostile  army,  advancing  on  his 
flank,  to  gain  on  him.  He  was  at 
Port  B^ublic  dmring  the  conflict  at 
Cross-Keys,  preparing  to  cross,  and 
watching  for  Shields,  whose  column, 
though  delayed  by  burnt  bridges  and 
swollen  streluns,  had  reached  Con- 
rad^s  Store,  only  16  miles  distant, 
and  whose  advance  of  cavalry  and 
artillery,  under  CoL  Carroll,  appear- 
ed that  day." 

Carroll  had  been  told  that  Jack- 
son's train  was  parked  near  Port  Se- 
public,  with  a  drove  of  beef  cattle ; 
the  whole  guarded  by  some  200  or 
300  cavalry ;  and  he  dashed  into  the 
village  with  his  troopers  and  two 
guns,  expecting  to  cross  the  bridge 
and  make  an  easy  capture  of  the 
aforesaid  train  and  cattle.  Had  he 
comprehended  the  situation,  he  might 
have  burned  the  bridge,  and  thereby 
exposed  the  enemy  to  serious  loss,  if 
not  utter  destruction.  But  Jackson 
was  already  there,  with  2  infantry 
brigades  and  8  batteries ;  by  the  fire 
of  which  Carroll  was  driven  out  in 
20  minutes,  falling  back  two  miles 
and  a  half,  upon  Gen.  Tyler's  brig- 
ade of  infantry,  2,000  strong. 

Tyler,  who,  on  hearing  of  trouble 
ahead,  had  been  rapidly  hurrying  to 
the  rescue,  ought  now  to  have  re- 
treated also;  instead  of  which,  he 
sent  his  men  to  bivouac,  and  went 
forward  with  Carroll  to  reconnoiter. 
His  vedettes,  at  4  a.  h.,"  reported 
that  there  had  been  no  advance  of 
the  enemy  across  the  bridge  during 
the  night,  and  that  only  their  pickets 
were  visible.    Betumingtohiscamp, 


Tyler  received  and  replied  to  a 
dispatch  from  Shields;  but,  before 
finishing  his  answer,  he  was  apprised 
that  the  Sebels  were  in  his  front, 
endeavoring  to  outflank  his  left. 

The  struggle  that  ensued  was  short: 
the  Bebel  attack  being  resisted  vrith 
great  gallantry  by  our  men ;  but  they 
were  8,000  at  most,  while  their  as* 
sailants  were  8,000,  with  more  be- 
hind them.  We  were  even  success* 
fill  at  first  over  Winder  on  our  right ; 
but  to  no  purpose,  since  the  odds 
against  us  were  constantly  increas- 
ing ;  and,  at  length,  Dick  Taylor's 
Louisiana  brigade,  which  had  flanked 
our  left  by  an  unobserved  advance 
through  the  forest,  made  so  sudden 
and  overwhelming  a  dash  at  CoL 
Candy's  battery  on  our  left,  that  it 
was  captured ;  its  horses  having  been 
killed  or  disabled.  Exasperated  ra- 
ther than  dismayed  by  this  loss,  Col. 
Candy,  with  the  5th  and  7th  Ohio, 
made  a  spirited  counter-charge,  and 
retook  his  battery;  but  was  unable, 
for  lack  of  horses,  to  bring  it  off," 
though  he  drove  back  the  Bebel  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  and  actually 
captured  one  of  their  guns,  which, 
with  67  prisoners,  was  brought  off 
in  our  retreat,  which  was  admirably 
covered  by  CoL  CarrolL  The  Sebek 
pursued  about  6  miles,  capturing  460 
prisoners  and  about  800  muskets* 
Disastrous  as  was  its  result,  there  is 
no  battle  whereof  the  soldiers  of  the 
Union  have  more  reason  to  be  proud 
than  that  of  Port  Bepublic. 

Fremont  awoke  that  morning  to 
find  his  enemy  vanished,  and  to  fol- 
low on  his  track  to  Port  Republic ; 
arriving  just  in  time  to  find  the  last 
Rebel  safely  across  the  river  and  the 


"Jonas.  "June  9. 

**Jaoksoii*s  official  report  sajt:  **  Three  times 


WM  this  bettery  lost  and  won,  hi  the  desperats 
and  detannhiefl  eflbrts  to  o^ptore  and  reoorer  it" 
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briclge  in  flames.  Some  of  Jaokson^B 
^cers  had  been  obliged  to  abandon 
their  horses  in  ord^  to  make  good 
their  escape. 

Gen.  Jackson  makes  his  total  loss 
in  these  engagements,  183  killed, 
929  wounded,  and  84  missing — ^in 
all,  1,096 ;  or,  since  he  left  "Winches- 
ter, 1,167,  with  1  gnn ;  while  he  had 
captured,  including  woxmded  in  hos- 
pital, 975  men  and  7  guns.  Con- 
sidering the  perils  he  braved,  and 
the  odds  which  ought  to  have  been, 
but  wer&  not,  brought  to  bear  against 
him,  his  campaign  was  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  of  the  war,  and  stamps 
him  a  true  military  genius.^' 

Both  Fremont  and  Shields,  being 
recalled  by  orders  from  Washington, 
here  relinquished  the  pursuit  and 
slowly  retired;  while  Jackson,  master 
of  the  situation,  recrossed  the  South 
Fork  on  the  13th,  and  encamped  at 
Weyer's  Cavej  whence  he  was  sum- 


moned on  the  17th,  with  the  bulk  of 
his  army,  to  Ridmiond. 


On  the  same  day^  with  Jackson's 
demolition  of  Kenly  at  Front  Royal, 
Gen.  Heth,  with  8  regiments  of  Vir- 
ginia Rebels,  attacked  at  Lewisburg, 
in  West  Virginia,  the  86th  and  Mth 
Ohio,  Col.  Geo.  Crook,  by  whom  he 
was  quickly  routed,  thou^  Heth 
seems  to  have  had  decidedly  the  ad- 
vantage in  numbers.  Before  our  ar- 
tillery could  be  brought  into  position, 
the  Rebels  were  broken  and  flying, 
with  a  loss  of  4  guns,  300  muskets, 
and  100  prison^^  Onr  loss  was  11 
killed  and  52  wounded,  including 
Col.  Crook  in  the  foot.  The  Rebel 
loss  is  stated  at  50  killed  and  75 
wounded,  part  of  whom  were  doubt- 
less included  in  the  prisoners.  Heth 
burnt  the  bridge  over  the  Green- 
brier, three  miles  distant,  and  thus 
arrested  the  pursuit. 


VII. 
MoCLELLAN    BEFORE    RICHMOND. 


This  capture  of  Norfolk  and  the 
destruction  of  the  Merrimac,  alias 
Virginia,  having  opened  James  river 
to  our  navy.  Commander  John  Rodg- 
ers,  in  the  steamer  Galena,  backed  by 
the  Monitor,  Aroostook,  Port  Royal, 
and  Naugatuck,  moved  up  that  river 
unimpeded,  save  by  the  shallows  on 
which  they  repeatedly  grounded,  to 
within    eight  miles   of  Richmond, 


where  he  found'  the  channel  thor- 
oughly obstructed  by  two  separate 
barriers  of  piles  and  vessels,  the  banks 
lined  with  sharp-shooters  in  rifle-pits, 
and  a  battery  of  heavy  guns  mounted 
on  Drewry's  Bluff,*  200  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  water.  The  river 
was  here  so  narrow  as  to  compel  him 
to  come  to  anchor;  which  he  did  very 
near  the  lower  barrier,  and  within 


^*  Confidential  letters,  unpublished,  from  Lee 
and  Jackson  to  Johnson  and  Bw^  show  that 
the  movement  was  suggested,  and  in  Oftot  direct- 
ed, from  Biohmond:  Jackson  and  Bwell  being 
ordered  to  combine  th^  forces  and  strike  a 
blow  at  Banks  or  at  McDowell,  as  circumstances 
■bould  render  adyiaiddA*     The  detaohmenV  of 


Shields  from  Banks,  and  sending  the  former  to 
McDowell  at  Fredericksburg,  in  order  to  enable 
the  latter  to  advance  to  the  aid  of  McCIellan  be- 
fore Bichmond,  determined  the  direction  of  the 
blow. 

~May23.  »  May  15— "T  A.  it 

'  Called  'Fort Darling'  inaoneof  ourreporfek 


Digitized  by 


Google 


IIOHT  AT  HAKOTBB  OOUBT  HOUSE. 


800  yards  of  tbeBebelgmiB.  Heat 
cnoe  opened  fire  on  the  battery,  and 
maintained  a  meet  unequal  contest 
finr  8i  hours ;  when,  having  exhaust- 
ed his  ammunition,  he  desisted  and 
fell  down  the  riyeit.  The  Galena  had 
13  men  killed  and  11  wounded ;  the 
Naugatuck  2,  and  the  Port  Boyal  1 
wounded.  The  bursting  of  a  100- 
pound  Panott  on  the  Naugatuck 
threatened  a  more  serious  disaster. 
Gapt.  Farrand,  commanding  the 
Sebel  battery,  reports  his  loss  at  7 
killed  and  8  wounded 


The  first  cdlision  on  the  Ohicka- 
bominy  between  the  advance  of  Oea. 
HcClellan's  army  and  the  Bebels  oc- 
curred'near  New  Bridge;  where  the 
4th  Michigan,  Ool.  Woodbury,  waded 
the  stream  and  assailed  and  drove 
off  a  superior  Sebel  force,  losing  but 
8  men  in  all,  and  taking  37  prisoners, 
of  whom  15  were  wounded. 

Directly  afterward,  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter,  commanding  the  5th  corps, 
on  our  right,  was  ordered  by  Gten. 
HcClellan  to  advance  from  New 
Bridge,  via  Mechanicsville,  to  Hano- 
Ter  Court  House,  in  order  to  facili- 
tate and  render  secure  G^n.  McDow- 
ell's expected  jtmction  from  Freder- 
icksbuig.  Starting  at  3  a.  h.,^  in  a 
pouring  rain,  our  cavalry  advance, 
under  Gen.  W.  H.  Emory,  had 
reached  at  noon  a  point  two  miles 
southward  of  the  Court  House,  where 
the  road  forks  tc^Ashland,  and  where 
the  enemy  were  found  in  position  to 
harbour  farth^  progress.  The  26th 
Kew  York  and  Berdan's  sharp-shoot- 
ers speedily  coming  up,  they  were 
dq>loyed  by  Qen.  Emory,  with  a 
section  of  Benson's  battery,  and  thus 
advanced  slowly  toward  the  enemy 


Ml 

until  reenfi»roed  by  Gten.  D.  C.  But* 
terfield,  with  four  regiments  of  his 
brigade,  when  the  enemy  was  charged/ 
and  quickly  routed ;  one  of  his  guns) 
being  captured  by  Col.  Lansing's 
17th  New  York.  The  cavalry,  Bai* 
son's  battefy,  and  Gen.  M(Hrell's  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  keenly  pursued 
the  fugitives ;  while  Martindale's  bri- 
gade, with  a  section  of  artillery,  ad- 
vanced, on  the  Ashland  road,  pushf 
ing  back  the  enemy  in  his  front, 
until  ordered  to^form  his  brigade 
and  move  up  the  railroad  to  the 
Court  House.  One  regiment  having 
taken  that  course,  Gen.  Martindale 
was  left  with  but  two  and  a  half 
regiments  and  one  section  of  Mar- 
tin's battery,  when  he  was  attacked 
by  a  superior  force  and  compelled  to 
maintain  the  unequal  ccmtest  for  an 
hour. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Porter,  at  the 
Court  House,  learning  that  his  rear 
was  thus  attacked,  faced  his  whole 
column  about  and  moved  rapidly  to 
the  rescue,  sending  the  13th  and  14th 
New  York,  with  Griffin's  battery,  di- 
rectly to  Martindale's  afisistaDce,push- 
ing  the  9th  Massachusetts  and  62d 
Pennsylvania  through  the  woods  <m 
the  right  (west)  to  take  the  enemy 
in  flank ;  while  Butterfield,  with  the 
83d  Pennsylvania  and  16th  Michi- 
gan, hastened  through  the  woods  still 
farther  to  the  right,  and  completed 
the  rout  of  the  enemy.  The  13th 
New  York,  of  Col.  G.  K.  Warren's 
brigade,  whidi,  having  been  delayed 
repairing  bridges,  had  not  hitherto 
been  in  action,  now  came  up  on  our 
left ;  and,  the  odds  being  too  palpa- 
ble, the  Confederates  made  a  rapid 
retreat.  Their  loss  is  stated  by  Gen. 
McClellan  at  some  200  killed,  780 
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prisoners,  including  wounded,  one 
12-pound  howitzer,  many  small  arms, 
two  railroad  trains,  and  their  camp 
at  Hanover  Court  House  captured 
and  destroyed.  We  lost  63  killed 
and  344  wounded.  The  Kebel  force 
thus  defeated  consisted  of  Gen,  L. 
O'B.  Branch's  division  of  North  Caro- 
lina and  Geoi^a  troops,  supposed  by 
Oen.  McClellan  to  be  9,000  strong. 


The  Chickahominy,  opposite  Bich- 
mond,  20  to  30  miles  from  its  mouth, 
is  a  sluggish,  oozy  mill-streJEun,  three 
to  four  rods  wide,  often  fordable,  but 
traversing  a  swampy,  miry  bottom, 
generally  wooded,  half  a  mile  to  a 
mile  wide,  bordered  by  low,  irr^;nlar 
bluflfe.  All  the  bridges  by  which  it 
was  previously  crossed  were  of  course 
destroyed  in  their  retreat  by  the  Reb- 
els ;  but  Brig.-Gen.  H.  M.  Naglee,  of 
Casey's  division,  Eeyes's  (4th)  corps, 
leading  our  advance  on  the  left, 
crossed  it  near  Bottom's  Bridge' 
without  diflSculty,  wholly  unopposed ; 
followed  by  the  rest  of  the  corps 
three  days  later,  the  bridge  having 
meantime  been  rebuilt.  During  the 
three  following  days,*  Naglee  made  a 
spirited  reconnoissance  toward  Rich- 
mond, and  to  within  two  miles  of  thS 
James,  on  our  left ;  Couch's  division 
took  up,^  by  order,  a  position  some 
miles  in  advance,  at  a  place  known 
as  the  Seven  Pikes,  on  the  direct 
road  from  Bottom's  Bridge  to  Rich- 
mond; which  he  proceeded  hastily 
to  fortify  with  abatis,  rifle-pits,  etc., 
and  by  building  and  arming  a  small 
redoubt.  Meantime,  the  remaining 
division  (Casey's)  of  Keyes's  corps 
was  advanced  to  and  encamped 
about  the  station  known  as  Fajb, 
Oajcs,  on  the  Richmond  and  York 


River  Railroad,  to  the  right  and 
rather  in  advance  of  Couch's  posi- 
tion. Heintzelman's  (8d)  corps  had 
crossed  after  Eeyes's,  and  been  sta> 
tioned  in  his  rear,  but  rather  to  the 
left;,  so  as  to  observe  the  roads  de- 
bouching on  that  side  from  White 
Oak  Swamp,  whereby  we  might  be 
unexpectedly  assailed  in  flank.  Sum- 
ner's corps  was  still  north  of  the 
Chickahominy,  some  miles  higher  up, 
ready  to  crosQ  at  command.  Gen. 
McClellan  was  with  Fitz-John  Por- 
ter's and  Franklin's  corps,  at  and 
near  New  Bridge,  nearly  10  miles 
above  Bottom's  Bridge.  Heintzel- 
man,  as  senior  Majpr-General,  was  in 
command  on  the  left  until  Sumner 
appeared. 

The  enemy  being  seen  in  force 
barely  a  mile  from  our  fix)nt,  Casey's 
pickets  were  posted  some  half  a  mile 
in  advance  of  his  line.  It  rained 
heavily  throughout  the  night  of  May 
80,  swelling  the  Chickahominy  to  an 
extraordinary  height,  flooding  its 
miry  bottom,  and  setting  afloat  seve- 
ral of  our  new-made  bridges.  Gen. 
Jo.  Johnston,  who  conmianded  the 
Rebel  army,  saw  hiB  opportunity, 
and  resolved  to  profit  by  it.  The 
roads  of  all  that  r^on  center  on 
Richmond,  radiating  thence  like  the 
folds  of  a  fan,  and  affording  a  con- 
siderable advantage  in  manceuvering 
to  the  combatant  who  holds  the  city. 
Informed  by  his  scouts  of  the  num- 
bers and  isolated  pbfeition  of  Keyes's 
corps,  Johnston  resolved  to  assail 
and  crush  it  before  it  could  be  iwie- 
quately  reenforced.  To  this  end,  he 
directed  Maj.-Gen.  Longstreet,  with 
his  own  and  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill's  divi- 
sion, the  latter  in  advance,  to  push 
out  by  the  Williamsburg  road  and 


•  May  20. 
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attack  our  position  in  front,  while 
Gen.  Huger's,  on  his  right,  was  to 
move  dawn  the  Charles  City  road 
and  come  in  on  onr  left  flank ;  and 
Gen.  Gnstavus  "W.  Smith  was  to 
move  ont  on  the  New  Bridge  road  to 
Old  Tavern,  taking  thence  the  Nine- 
mile  road  to  Fair  Oaks  Station,  and 


so  come  in  on  our  right.  The  entire 
Rebel  armj  defending  Bichmond — 
some  40,000  to  60,000  strong— was 
either  engaged  in  or  supporting  this 
movement,  with  Jefferson  Davis, 
Gen.  Lee,  and  other  magnates,  ob- 
serving, directing,  animating,  and 
giving  counseL 


fsOMNCirS  UPPER  Bl. 
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The  attacking  columns  were  to 
move  at  day-break;'  but  the  trem^i- 
dous  rains  of  the  preceding  afternoon 
andtfnight  had  so  flooded  the  earth 
as  to  render  the  moving  of  artillery 
exceedingly  difBcolt;  the  infantiy 
often  wading  through  mud  and  wat^ 
two  or  three  feet  deep.  Huger's 
flank  movement  had  not  yet  culmi- 


nated, when  Hill,  who  had  for  some 
time  waited  impatiently  in  our  im- 
mediate front,  gave,  at  1  p.  h.,  the 
signal  to  his  division  to  advance  and 
attack. 

Casey's  division  was  surprised  as 
well  as  largely  outnumbered.  Hav- 
ing been  scarcely  two  days  in  this 
position,  their  defensive  works  were 
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not  of  mnch  accotuit ;  and  even  their 
oommander  did  not  consider  the  mat- 
ter serious  until  a  vedette  reported 
the  enemy  advancing  in  force,  about 
the  same  moment  that  two  shells 
came  hissing  over  their  heads ;  when, 
dropping  the  axes  and  spades  where- 
with they  were  felling  trees  for  abatis 
and  digging  rifle-pits,  our  soldiers  at 
the  front  hurriedly  stood  to  their 
arms  as  our  pickets  came  running 
in. 

Genu  Casey  promptly  sent  forward 
Spratt's  battery  of  4  3-inch  rifled 
guns  to  a  position  in  front  of  his 
rifle-pits,  and  ordered  up  Gen. 
Kaglee's  iniSemtry  brigade,  consisting 
of  the  66th  and  100th  New  York, 
11th  Maine,  and  104th  Pennsylvania, 
to  its  support ;  while  he  disposed  his 
7  remaining  regiments  and  8  bat- 
teries on  either  side  of  a  small  re- 
doubt, which  he  had  hastily  con- 
structed, expecting  to  hold  his  ground 
until  the  arrival  of  reenforcements ; 
and  ordered  his  artillery  to  open  on 
the  advancing  enemy. 

But  the  odds  were  too  great.  The 
three  brigades  of  Bhodes,  Garland, 
and  Anderson,  were  immediately  in 
his  front ;  while  that  of  Bains,  by 
a  flank  movement,  was  coming  in  oif 
his  left.  The  104th  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  had  sent  forward  to  the 
BUi^rt  of  his  pickets,  came  rushing 
back  in  confusion,  and  went  to  the 
rear  in  disorder,  having  lost  heavily 
by  the  Bebel  fire ;  and,  though  mus- 
ketry and  artillery  were  doing  fear^ 
fill  execution  on  either  side,  it  was 
plain  that  we  must  soon  be  over- 
whelmed. 

Seeing  that  the  enemy  were  closing 
in  on  him  on  both  wings,  Q&u  Casey 
ordered  (Jen.  Naglee,  with  what  re- 
mained of  his  brigade^  to  charge  bay- 


onets and  drive  them  back;  whidi 
was  done,  but  under  a  musketry  fire 
that  mowed  down  our  men  by  hun- 
dreds. Here  fell  OoL  James  M. 
Brown,  of  the  100th  New  York,  and 
CoL  Davis,  of  the  104th  Pennsylva- 
nia, whose  Major  also  was  mortally 
wounded;  and,  our  flanks  being 
again  enveloped.  Bains  having  gained 
the  rear  of  our  redoubt,  and  firing 
thenoe  on  the  flank  of  our  in&ntry, 
Casey's  division  was  driven  back  in 
disorderly  retreat  upon  Couch,  with 
the  loss  of  6  guns.  CoL  G.  D.  Bailey, 
Major  Yan  Yalkenburg,  and  Adjt. 
Bamsey,  of  the  1st  New  York  artil- 
lery, were  killed,  while  endeavoring 
to  save  the  guns  in  the  redoubt; 
which  were  the  next  moment  seized 
by  Bhodes,  and  turned  upon  our  fly- 
ing columns.  To  the  credit  of  this 
shattered  division  be  it  recorded,  that, 
under  a  fearful  enfilading  fire  from 
Bains,  in  addition  to  that  thundered 
on  their  rear  from  Bhodes,  they 
brought  off  three-fourths  of  our  guns. 
The  storm  of  battle  now  fell  upon 
the  93d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  McCarter, 
66th  New  York,  Lt-CoL  Thourot, 
28d  Pennsylvania,  Col.  NeiU,  and 
61st,  CoL  Bippey,  of  Couch's  divi- 
sion, who  were  sent  forward  by 
Keyes  to  the  relief  of  Casey,  on  the 
right,  where  they  fought  gallantly 
and  lost  heavily.  The  7th  Massa- 
chusetts, CoL  Bussell,  and  62d  New 
York,  OoL  J.  L.  Biker,  were  after- 
ward sent  to  reenfopce  them;  but 
were  pressed  back  upon  Fair  Oaks 
by  the  enemy's  overpowering  ad- 
vance, and  there,  uniting  with  the 
1st  U.  S.  Chasseurs,  CoL  John  Coch- 
rane, and  Slst  Pennsylvania,  OoL 
WilUams,  held  tiieir  ground  until 
the  advance  of  Gen.  Sumner's  c(»rp6, 
which  had  with  great  difficulty  made 
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its  way  across  the  swoHen  Ohicka- 
hominy,  checked  liie  Bebel  advance 
in  that  direction. 

Brig.-Gen.  Peck,  who  held  the  left 
of  Conch's  position,  had  been  diyested 
of  most  of  his  regiments  aforesaid, 
which  were  successively  ordered  np 
to  the  front  by  Conch  or  Keyes, 
nntil,  at  4^  p.m.,  he  led  the  102d 
Pennsylvania,  CoL  Rowley,  and  93d, 
CoL  McCaiJer,  to  the  aid  of  onr 
cmmbling  right,  and  was  for  half  an 
hour  sharply  engaged  with  the  tri- 
umphant enemy  near  Seven  Rnes, 
losing  some  ground,  but  encamping 
very  near  his  field  of  conflict. 

Heintzelman  was  promptly  sum- 
moned to  the  aid  of  Couch;  but  there 
was  an  unaccounted-for  delay  in  the 
reception  of  the  message,  and  some 
of  his  regiments  did  not  rush  to 
the  front  quite  so  impetuously  as  a 
good  portion  of  Couch's,  especially 
the  65th  New  York  (De  Trobriand's 
Frenchmen),  made  tracks  for  the 
rear.  It  waa  a  quarter  past  8  o'clock 
before  Heintzelman  came  fairly  into 
the  fight;  Jamison's  Maine  and 
Berry's  Michigan  brigades  eagerly 
poshing  to  the  front. 

On  the  Bebel  left,  Gen.  Smith's 
attack  was  delayed  by  Johnston, 
who  was  there  in  person,  until  4 
p.  M.,  listening  for  the  sound  of  Long- 
street's  musketry,  which,  for  some 
atmospheric  reason,  he  failed  to  hear. 
It  was  now  too  late  for  complete  suc- 
cess, though  his  men  fought  desper- 
ately. The  Kichmond  and  York 
Biver  Bailroad,  near  its  crossing  of 
the  Kine-mile  road,  runs  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  on  an  embank- 
ment 4  or  5  feet  high,  forming  an 
effective  breastwork,  behind  which 
our  men  held  stubbornly  and  fought 
gallantly. 

VOL.  n. — 10 


Gen.  Abercrombie,  with  five  r^- 
ments,  was  at  Fair  Oaks  (the  cross- 
ing afbresaid),  instructed  to  hold  the 
position  at  all  hazards.  Here  feU 
Gen.  C.y  Devens,  severely  wounded ; 
while  of  the  61st  Pennsylvania,  CoL 
Eippey,  Lt.-Col.  Spear,  and  Maj. 
Smith  fell  dead,  and  27  of  the  line 
officers  were  either  killed  or  wound- 
ed; and  near  this  point,  at  sunset. 
Gen.  Jo.  Johnston,  the  Bebel  Com- 
mander-in-chief, was  struck  in  the 
side  by  a  shell  and  badly  wounded, 
breaking  two  ribs  in  fitUing  from  his 
horse,  so  that  he  was  disabled  for 
service  for  several  months.  Q^n.  G. 
W.  Smith  succeeded  him  in  com- 
mand; but  he  was  very  soon  disabled 
by  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  removed 
from  liie  field.  Oneof  the  last  Bebel 
charges  on  this  part  of  the  field  was 
led  by  Jefierson  Davis  in  person. 

Hearing  vaguely  of  trouble  on  ihe 
left,  McClellan,  still  at  New  Bridge, 
had  ordered  Sumner,  who  had  Sedg- 
wick's  and  Bichardson's  divisions,  to 
cross  to  the  relief  of  Couch;  and 
Sedgwick,  with  the  advance,  reached 
the  field  on  our  right  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  sunset,  just  as  the  trium- 
phant Bebels  had  turned  Couch's 
left,  interposing  between  him  and 
Heintzelman  (who,  in  coming  up, 
had  swayed  to  the  right),  with  in- 
tent to  sever  and  defeat  our  two  corps 
on  the  south  of  the  Chickahominy« 
But  Sedgwick,  advancing  rapidly, 
interposed  at  the  critical  moment, 
and,  forming  in  line  of  battle  in  the 
edge  of  a  wood,  with  a  large  open 
field  in  his  front,  commenced  a  fire 
of  canister  from  his  24  guns  on  the 
head  of  the  enemy's  advancing 
column,  which  staggered  •it;  and 
then,  moving  forward  his  whole  divi- 
sion in  line  of  battle,  he  completely 
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Bwept  the  field,  recovering  much  of 
the  ground  that  had  been  lost  At 
zdghtfall,  Bichardfion's  division,  hav- 
ing also  croBsed  over,  came  up  on  the 
left  of  Sedgwick,  connecting  with 
Bimej's  brigade  of  neintzelman's 
corps  on  his  left;  thus  making  all 
secure  in  that  quarter. 

At  6  p.  H.,  Abercrombie,  farther 
to  our  right,  still  desperatelj  fight- 
ing, had  been  compelled  to  give 
ground,  and  seemed  about  to  be  en- 
veloped by  an  overwhelming  force ; 
when  the  long-expected  succor  ar- 
rived. Gorman's  brigade,  leading 
Sedgwick's  division,  deployed  into 
line  of  battle  along  ihe  crest  of  a  hill 
in  the  rear  of  Fair  Oaks,  and  ad- 
vanced down  a  gentle  slope  to  the 
field  where  CoL  Cochrane's  TT.  S. 
Chasseurs  and  Neill's  23d  Pennsyl- 
vania were  fighting  against  heavy 
odds.  At  this  moment,  a  furious 
enfilading  fire  of  musketry  was  re- 
ceived on  our  right,  indicating  an 
effort  to  turn  us  on  that  fiank,  and 
repeat  the  sharp  lesson  of  Casey's 
disaster.  Gen.  Sedgwick  instantly 
directed  Gen.  Bums  to  deploy  the 
69th  and  72d  Pennsylvania  to  the 
right,  himself  holding  the  71st  and 
106th  in  support  of  Gorman.  The 
Bebels  attacked  with  great  fury, 
stampeding  two  or  three  battery 
teams,  so  that  for  a  moment  our  lines 


seemed  to  waver ;  but  Bums's  calm, 
ftdl-voiced  order,  "Steady,  men, 
steady  1"  evoked  a  thundering  cheer, 
followed  by  volley  after  volley  of 
musketry,  imder  which  the  enemy 
advanced  steadily,  and  were  charg- 
ing Kirby's  battery,  when  he  poured 
into  their  close  ranks  a  murderous 
fire  .of  canister,  which  sent  them 
rapidly  to  the  woods  in  their  rear. 

Meanwhile,  Dana's  brigade  had 
come  into  line  on  Gorman's  left,  and 
the  Bebels  renewed,  as  darkness  fell, 
their  attempt  to  outflank  our  right, 
extending  their  left  farther  and 
farther;  but  in  vain.  Gens.  Sumner, 
Sedgwick,  Dana,  tirhose  horse  was 
killed  under  him.  Bums,  and  Gor- 
man, each  exerted  himself  to  the 
utmost  to  animate  and  encourage 
their  men.  Dana's  wing  was  grad- 
ually advanced  as  the  Bebeb  ex- 
tended their  left,  and  the  battle 
swayed  more  and  more  to  our  right, 
until  our  line  was  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  that  on  which  we  had 
been  fighting  two  hours  before.  And 
thus  the  fight  raged  on  until  after  8 
o'clock;  when  iiie  Bebels  desisted 
and  fell  back,  leaving  us  in  undis- 
puted possession  of  the  ground 
whereon  the  final  struggle  was  made.* 

Sumner's  heavier  artillery  had  been 
left  stalled  in  the  swamps  of  the 
Chickahominy,  as  his  infantry  hur- 


*Qen.  McOlellan,  in  his  elaborate  report  on 
this  ounpaign,  after  relating  Gen.  Sumner*8 
arriyal  on  the  batUe-field,  with  Sedgwick's  divi- 
sion,  sajs: 

''The  leading  regiment  (Ist  Minnesota,  CoL 
Bnllj)  was  immediately  deployed  to  the  right  of 
Ckmch  to  protect  the  flank,  and  the  rest  of  the 
division  formed  in  line  of  battle;  Kirby's  battery 
near  the  oenter,  in  an  angle  of  the  woods.  One 
of  Gen.  Couch's  regiments  was  sent  to  open 
communication  with  Gen.  Heintzehnan.  No 
sooner  weA  these  dispositions  made,  than  the 
enemy  came  on  in  strong  force,  and  opened  a 
heayy  fire  along  the  line.  He  made  several 
duffgM,  but  was  repulsed  with  great  lotSi  by 


the  steady  fire  of  the  infantry  and  the  splendid 
practice  of  the  battery.  After  sustaining  the 
enemy's  fire  for  a  considerable  time,  Qen.  Sum- 
ner ordered  five  regiments  (the  34th  New  Yori[, 
CoL  Smith,  82d  New  Tork,  Lt-CoL  Hudson, 
15th  Massachusetts,  Lt-CoL  Kimball,  20th  Mas- 
sachusetts, CoL  Lee,  7th  Michigan,  M4  Rich- 
ardson, the  three  former  of  Qen.  Gk)rman's  bri- 
gade, the  two  latter  of  Gen.  Dana's  brigade)  to 
advance  and  charge  with  bayonet  This  charge 
was  executed  in  t£e  most  brilliant  manner.  Onr 
troops,  springing  over  two  fences  which  were 
between  them  and  the  enemy,  rushed  upon  his 
lines,  and  drove  him  in  concision  from  that  part 
ofthefleld.  Darkness  now  ended  the  battle  ftr 
that  day." 
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Tied  forward  to  the  battle.  It  was 
extricated  during  the  night,  brought 
forward,  and  properly  posted  by 
morning ;  when  Gen.  McClellan  also 
had  arrived ;  but,  alas  I  without  the 
corps  of  Fitz-John  Porter  and  Frank- 
lin, which,  could  they  but  have  come 
up  on  the  New  Bridge  road  during 
the  night,  might  have  converted 
Casey's  demolition  into  a  Rebel  over- 
throw.   It  does  not  appear  that  even 


an  attempt  was  made  to  bring  them 
forward." 

In  the  morning,"  McOlellan  await- 
ed an  attack,  which  he  says  was  made 
at  6  A.  H.,  on  the  left  of  Sumner's 
corps,  by  Gen.  Pickett,  supported  by 
Gen.  Roger  A.  Fryer's  brigade  of 
Huger's  division  ;  to  which  French's 
brigade,  on  our  side,  stood  opposed. 
The  fight  between  them  was  noisy, 
but  not  very  bloody:  due  caution  and 


*  G^en.  McCleOaD,  in  his  report,  states  that  the 
8t01  rising  Chickahominj  floated  the  log-waj 
i^iproaches  to  Gen.  Sumner's  brigade,  after  that 
(rfBcer  had  crossed  his  corps,  so  as'  to  render 
^m  impassable;  hence  he  [McClellan]  was 
obliged  to  send  his  horse  aroun^  hj  Bottom's 
Bridge,  six  miles  below,  in  returning  to  his 
beadqoaiters.    He  adds: 

*'The  approaches  to  New  and  Mechaniosyille 
bridges  were  also  overflowed,  and  both  of  them 
were  enfiladed  by  the  enemy's  batteries  estab- 
lished upon  commanding  bights  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  These  blitteries  were  supported  by 
itrong  forces  of  the  enemy,  having  numerous 
lifle-pitB  in  their  fh>nt,  which  would  have  made 
it  necessary,  even  had  the  approaches  been  in 
the  best  possible  condition,  to  have  fought  a  san- 
guinary battle,  with  but  Uttle  prospect  of  suo- 
oesB,  before  a  passage  could  have  been  secured. 

"The  only  available  means,  therefore,  of 
imiting  oar  forces  at  Fair  Oaks,  for  an  advance 
on  Bichmond  soon  after  the  battle,  was  to  march 
the  troops  from  Mechanicsville,  and  other  points 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Chidcahominy,  down  to 
Bottom's  Bridge^  and  thence  over  the  Williams- 
burg road  to  Uie  position  near  Fair  Oaks,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  twenty-three  (23)  miles.  In  the 
conditicxi  of  the  roads  at  that  time,  this  march 
could  not  have  been  made  with  artillery  in  less 
than  two  days;  by  which  time  the  enemy  would 
have  been  secure  within  his  intrenohments 
around  Richmond." 

It  is  hard  for  non-militaiy  readers  to  appre- 
ciate admiringly  the  Generalship  which  con- 
fessedly exposes  one  wing  of  an  army  for  two 
dsyi  to  the  entire  force  of  its  adversary,  with- 
out aasiBtance  in  any  form  from  the  other.  If 
there  be  any  military  reason  why  Gen.  McOlel- 
lan shoukl  have  thrown  two  corps  across  the 
ChidKahaininy  on  his  left,  within  a  few  mOes  of 
Ridmiond,  without  simultaneously,  or  for  flve 
dajB  thereafter,  pushing  over  his  right  also,  and 
seizing  the  commanding  bights  which  were  en- 
ffladed  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  no  indications 
of  them  appear  in  his  report;  which,  with  re- 
fermoe  to  fdlowing  up  our  adrantage  of  the  1st, 
sacrety  says: 


**  An  advance  involving  the  separation  of  the 
two  wings  by  the  impassable  Ohickahominy 
would  have  exposed  each  to  defeat  in  detail.'* 

That  Gen.  HcOlellan  greatly  over-estimated  the 
strength  of  the  Rebel  batteries  and  their  sup* 
ports  opposite  Fitz-John  Porter  and  Franklin, 
and  the  difficulty  of  crossing  there,  is  made  plain 
by  his  dispatch,  four  days  later,  to  the  War  De- 
partment^ as  fbUows : . 

"  Hbadqttabtbrs  Aeict  or  thb  Fotoicao^  ) 
"  Nbw  Bbidgb,  June  5,  1862.     f 

"  Rained  most  of  the  night;  has  now  oeasecL 
but  is  not  clear.  The  river  still  very  high  ana 
troublesome.  Enemy  op^ed  with  several  bat- 
teries on  our  bridges  near  here  this  morning ; 
our  batteries  seem  to  have  pretty  much  si- 
lenced them,  though  some  firing  still  kept  up. 
The  rain  forces  us  to  remain  in  statu  gyo.  With 
great  difficulty,  a  division  of  infantry  has  been 
crossed  this  morning  to  support  the  troops  on 
the  other  side,  should  the  enemy  renew  attadc 
I  felt  obliged  to  do  this,  although  it  leaves  us 
rather  weak  here.  G.  B.  MoOlillan, 

"  Magor-  General  Commanding, 

"  Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  Wa^:^ 

Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  chief  engineer,  in  his  re- 
port of  the  campaign  says: 

"The  repulse  of  the  Rebels  at  Fair  Oaks 
should  have  been  taken  advantage  of.  It  was 
one  of  those  occasions  which,  if  not  seized,  do 
not  repeat  themselves.  We  now  itnot(7  the  state 
of  disorganization  and  dismay  in  which  the 
Rebel  army  retreated.  We  now  know  that  it 
could  have  been  followed  into  Richmond.  Had 
it  been  so,  there  would  have  been  no  resistance 
to  overcome  to  bring  over  our  risht  wing.  Al- 
though we  did  not  then  know  aJl  tiiat  we  now 
do,  it  was  obvious  at  that  time  that,  when  the 
Rebels  strudc  the  blow  at  our  left  wing,  they 
did  not  leave  any  means  in  their  hands  unused 
to  secure  success.  It  was  obvious  enough  that 
they  struck  with  their  whole  force ;  and  yet  ws 
repulsed  them  in  disorder  with  three-fifths  of 
oiu^  We  sliould  have  followed  them  up  at  the 
same  time  that  we  brought  over  the  other  tfn>> 
fifths." 

,    "JiTOi*. 
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dbtance  being  maintained  on  either 
side.  Mahone's  brigade  was  brought 
up  to  the  aid  of  Pryor,  and  Howard's 
to  that  of  French  ;  and  finally 
Heagher's  Irish  regiments  went  to 
the  fircmt,  and  a  desultory  conflict  was 
maintained  for  some  two  or  three 
hours,  during  which  Gen.  Howard 
lost  his  arm  and  had  two  of  his  staff 
woxmded.  The  Eebels  at  length 
desisted,  and  retreated  unpursued. 
Their  reports  assert  that  they  made 
uo  attack,  but  only  repelled  one. 

The  Rebels  remained  through  the 
day  in  quiet  possession  of  Couch's 
and  Casey's  camps,  sending  off  mus- 
kets, tents,  and  camp  equipage  to 
Bichmoud  ;  following  themselves 
after  nightfalL  Johnston  says  that 
Smith  did  not  renew  his  attack  on 
our  right,  because  of  his  discovery  of 
strong  intrenchments  in  that  quarter, 
which  he  had  not  seen  the  night  be- 
fore. It  is  certain  that  he  was  not 
disturbed  by  any  demonstration  on 
our  part,  and  retired  wholly  unmo- 
lested. Ten  days  later,  we  had  not 
recovered  the  groxmd  held  by  Casey's 
advance  on  the  morning  of  May  31. 

Johnston  reports  the  loss  in 
Smith's  division  at  1,233,  and  in 
Longstreet's "  at  "about"  8,000; 
total,  4,238 ;  saying  nothing  of  any 
loss  sustained  by  Huger.  Among 
his  killed  were  Gen.  Eobert  Hatton, 
of  Tenn.  ;  Cols.  Lomax,  8d  Ala., 
Jones,  12th  Ala.,  Giles,  5th  S.  C, 
and  lightfoot,  22d  N.  C. ;  while,  be- 
side himself.  Gens.  Bhodes  and  Gar- 
land, with  Cols.  Goodwin,  9th  Va., 
and  "Wade  Hampton,  S.  C,  were 
wounded.    He  also  lost  G^n.  Petti- 


grew  and  Col.  C.  Davis,  of  B.  C, 
and  Col.  Long,  taken  prisoners  He 
claims  to  have  taken  10  guns,  6,000 
muskets,  and  "  several  hundred " 
prisoners — an  expression  which  the 
nimiber  of  our  wounded  who  fell 
into  his  hands  must  have  fully  justi- 
fied. He  probably  took  few  others, 
and  no  officer  of  distinction. 

Gen.  McClellan  reports  our  total 
loss  at  5,739,"  whereof  890  were 
killed,  3,627  wounded,  and  1,222 
missing :  some  of  these  probably 
dead,  and  others  left  on  the  field 
wounded,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Among  our  killed  were 
CoL  G.  D.  Bailey,  Maj.  Van  Valken- 
burg,  and  Adjt.  Ramsey,  of  the  1st 
N.  T.  artillery ;  Cols.  J.  L.  Riker, 
62d,  and  James  M.  Brown,  100th 
N.  T.,  Eippey,  6l8t,  and  Miller,  Slst 
Pa.  Among  gur  wotmded  were 
Gens.  Naglee,  Pa.,  Devens,  Mass., 
O.  O.  Howard,  Maine,  and  Wessells ; 
Col.  E.  E.  Cross,  6th  K.  H.,  and 
many  other  valuable  officers. 

Conffldering  that  the  bulk  of  the 
loss  on  either  side  fell  on  regiments 
which  together  brought  less  than 
15,000  men  into  the  field,  the  admit- 
ted loss  is  quite  heavy.  Eeyee's 
corps  numbered  about  12,000  men 
present ;  of  whom  4,000  were  dead  or 
wounded  before  5  p.  m.  of  the  Slst. 
Periiaps  as  many  had  fled  to  the 
rear ;  yet  Gen^  McClellan's  dispatch 
to  the  HVar  Department,  written  so 
late  as  noon  of  the  second  day,  in 
saying  that  "Casey's  division  gave 
way  unaccountably  and  discredit- 
ably," is  indiscriminate  and  unjust. 
A  green  division  of  less  than  7,000 


I  ^  G«n.  ICcOlellan  saya  that  Hill  estimates  his 
loss  at  2,500,  and  adds  this  number  to  the  abore 
total,  making  in  all  6,t33 :  but  it  is  erident  that 
Johnston  includes  Hill's  loss  in  that  of  Long- 
•treet)  who  was  in  command  of  both  dinsions. 


^  Bat  in  a  confidential  dispatdi  of  June  4th, 
to  the  War  Department,  he  sajs :  "  The  loaees 
in  the  battles  of  the  Slst  and  Ist  wOl  amount  to 
t,000.'*  Though  tills  maj-  hare  been  an  esti* 
mate  mer^,  it  waa  very  near  th^  truths 
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men  conld  not  &irl  j  be  expeoied  to 
anreet  and  repel  a  detennined  ad- 
yanoe  of  the  entire  Bebel  army, 
whereof  two  dioiee  diviflions,  num- 
bering 16,000  men,  were  hnrled 
directlj  npon  them.  That  some  of 
onr  men  beha^ced  badly  is  tme ;  bnt 
the  responsibility  of  their  failnre  rests 
on  the  Generals  by  whom  they  were 
badly  handled.  They  were  sent  np 
by  brigades  to  confront  Bebel  divi- 
sions,  and  thus  beaten  in  detail ;  and, 
when  at  last  the  time  came  for  fight- 
ing with  the  advantage  of  numbers 
on  onr  side,  the  directing,  impelling 
will  was  absent. 

Gen.  Hooker,  next  morning,"  by 
Heintzelman's  order,  made  a  recon- 
noissance  in  force,  advancing  to  with- 
in fonr  miles  of  Bichmond,  unresisted 
save  by  pickets.  Gen.  McClellan, 
on  learning  this  movement,  ordered 
Hooker  to  be  recalled  to  and  take 
position  at  Fair  Oaks.  The  General 
commanding  wrote  this  day  to  the 
Secretary  of  War: 

**  The  enem^r  attacked  in  foroe  and  with 
great  spirit  yesterday  morning ;  but  are  eve- 
rywhere  most  signally  repulsed  with  great 
loss.  Onr  troops  charged  frecmently  on 
both  days,  and  uniformly  broke  tne  enemy. 
The  result  is,  that  our  left  is  within  four 
miles  of  Richmond.  I  only  wait  for  the 
rirer  to  &I1  to  cross  with  the  rest  of  the 
foroe  and  make  a  general  attack.  Should  I 
Ibd  them  holding  firm  in  a  very  strong  po- 
sition, I  may  wait  for  what  troops  I  can 
bring  up  from  Fortress  Monroe.  But  the 
morale  of  my  troops  is  now  such  that  I  can 
Tenture  much.  I  do  not  fear  for  odds 
against  me.  The  victory  is  complete;  and 
i£  credit  is  due  to  the  gallantry  of  our  offi- 
cers and  men.^ 

The  President,  on  hearing  of  this 
bloody  battle,  placed  the  disposable 
trodps  at  Portress  Monroe  at  the  ser- 
vice of  Gen.  McClellan,  sent  five  new 
raiments  from  Baltimore  by  water 
to  his  aid,  and  notified  him  tiiat  Mo- 


Call's  division  of  McDowell's  corps 
should  follow  as  speedily  as  might 
be.    Gen.  McClellan  responded :" 

"I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  pressing 
forward  r^enforcements  so  vigorously.  I 
shall  be  in  perfect  readiness  to  move  for- 
ward and  take  Richmond  the  moment 
McGall  reaches  here,  and  the  ground  will 
admit  the  passage  of  artillery.  I  have  ad- 
vanced my  pickets  about  a  mile  to-day ; 
driving  off  the  Bebel  pickets,  and  securing 
a  very  advantageous  position.*' 

He  soon  afterward"  telegraphed : 

**  I  am  completely  checked  by  the  weatb- 
er.  The  roads  and  fields  are  literally  im- 
passable for  artillery — almost  so  for  infan^ 
try.  Ilie  Ohickahominy  is  in  a  dreadful 
state.  We  have  anothw  rain-storm  on  <mr 
hands.  I  shall  attack  as  soon  as  the 
weather  and  ground  will  pennit ;  but  there 
wni  be  a  delay,  the  extent  of  which  no 
one  can  foresee,  for  the  season  is  alto- 
getiier  abnormaL  In  view  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  pq^ient  for  your  considera- 
tion the  propri^y  of  detaching  largely  from 
Halleck^s  army,  to  strengthen  this;  for  it 
would  seem  that  Halleck  has  now  no  large 
organized  foroe  in  front  of  him,  while  w# 
have.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  or  even  in 
connection  with  it,  allow  me  to  suggest  the 
movement  of  a  heavy  column  from  Dalton 
upon  Atlanta.  If  but  the  one  can  be  done, 
it  would  better  conform  to  military  princi- 
ples to  strengthen  this  army.  Ana,  even 
although  the  r^nforcements  might  not  ar- 
rive in  season  to  take  part  in  the  attack 
upon  Richmond,  the  moral  effect  would  be 
great,  and  they  would  furnish  valuable  as- 
sistance in  ulterior  movements.  I  wish  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that,  whenever  the 
weather  permits,  I  will  attack  with  what- 
ever force  I  may  have,  although  a  larger 
force  would  enable  me  to  gain  much  more 
decided  results.  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
McOall's  infantry  sent  forward  by  water  at 
once,^  without  waiting  for  his  artillery  and 
cavalry." 

Secretary  Stanton  promptly  re- 

qponded:" 

"Your  diroatch  of  8:80,  yesterday,  has 
been  received.  I  am  fully  impressed  with 
the  difficulties  mentioned,  and  which  no  art 
or  skill  can  avoid,  but  only  endure,  and  am 
striving  to  the  uttermost  to  render  you 
every  aid  in  the  power  of  the  Government. 
Your  suggestions  wiU  be  immediately  com- 
municate to  Gen.  Halleck,  with  a  request 
that  he  shall  conform  to  them.    At  last  ad- 
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vice,  lie  contemplated  sending  a  oolamn  to 
operate  with  Mitohel  against  Ohattanooga, 
and  thence  npon  East  Tennessee.  Baell  re- 
ports Kentucky  and  Tennessee  to  be  in  a 
critical  condition,  demanding  immediate  at- 
tention. Halleck  says  the  main  body  of 
Beanregard^s  forces  is  with  him  at  Okolo- 
na.  McOairs  force  was  reported  yesterday 
as  having  embarked,  and  on  its  way  to  join 
Ton.  It  is  intendea  to  send  the  residue  of 
MoDoweirs  force  fdso  to  join  you  as  speed- 
ily as  possible. 

"Fremont  had  a  hard  fight,  day  before 
yesterday^  with  Jackson^s  force  at  Union 
Church,  eight  miles  from  Harrisonburg.  He 
claims  the  victory,  but  was  badly  handled. 
It  is  clear  that  a  pretty  strong  force  is  op- 
erating with  Jackson,  for  the  purpose  of  do- 
tting the  forces  here  from  you.  I  am 
urging,  as  fast  as  possible,  the  new  levies. 

"Be  assured,  General,  that  there  never 
has  been  a  moment  when  my  desire  has 
been  otherwise  than  to  aid  you  with  my 
whole  heart,  mind,  and  strength,  since  the 
hour  we  first  met;  and,  whatever  others 
may  say  for  their  own  purposes,  you  have 
never  had,  and  never  can  have,  any  one 
more  truly  your  friend,  or  more  anxious  to 
support  you,  or  more  joyful  than  I  shall  be 
at  tiie  success  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
•oon  be  achieved  by  your  arms.'' 

Gen.  McCall'B  division  arrived  by 
water  during  the  two  following 
days;'*  on  the  last  of  which,  Qen.  J. 
E.  B.  Stuart,  with  1,500  Eebel  cavalry 
and  4  guns,  attacked  and  dispersed 
two  squadrons  of  the  6th  TJ.  S.  caval- 
ry, Capt.  Eoyall,  near  Hanover  Old 
Church;  thence  proceeding  to  make 
a  rapid  circuit  of  our  grand  army,  via 
Tunstall's  Station,  seizing  and  burn- 
ing two  schooners  laden  with  forage, 
and  14  wagons ;  capturing  and  taking 
off  165  prisoners,  260  mules  and 
horses;  halting  three  hours  to  rest 
at  TalleysviUe,  in  the  rear  of  our 
army;  resuming  his  march  at  mid- 
night; crossing  the  Ghickahominy 
near  Long  Bridge,  by  hastily  impro- 
vised bridges,  next  forenoon;  and 
reaching  Eichmond  unassailed  next 
morning.  This  was  the  first  of  the 
notable  cavalry  raids  of  the  war, 


tempting  to  many  imitations,  some 
of  tliem  brilliant  in  design  and  exe- 
cution ;  some  of  them  damaging  to 
the  adverse  party ;  others  disastrous 
to  their  executors ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
involving  a  squandering  of  horse- 
flesh and  an  amoimt  of  useless'  devas- 
tation which  rendered  them  decidedly 
unprofitable,  and  hardly  reconcilable 
with  the  legitimate  ends  of  warfiEure. 
Gen«  McClellan,  at  midnight  on 
the  14th,  telegraphed  to  the  War 
Department  as  follows : 

^^  Headquabtbbs  Akmt  or  the  Potoici^o,  \ 
"  Oamp  Linooln,  June  14, 1862.         ) 

"  All  quiet  in  every  direction.  The  stam- 
pede of  last  night  has  passed  away.  Wea- 
ther now  very  favorable.  I  hope  two  days 
more  will  ma^e  the  ground  practicable.  I 
shall  advance  as  soon  as  the  bridges  are 
completed  and  the  ground  fit  for  futillery 
to  move.  At  the  same  time,  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  whatever  troops  can  be  sent 
to  me.  I  can  use  several  new  regiments  to 
advantage. 

"It  ought  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  McDowell  and  his  troops  are  com- 
pletely under  my  oontroL  I  received  a 
telegram  from  him  requesting  that  MoOairi 
,  division  might  be  placed  so  as  to  join  him 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

"  That  reouest  does  not  breathe  the  pro- 
per spirit  Whatever  troops  come  to  me 
must  be  disposed  of  so  as  to  do  the  most- 
good.  I  do  not  feel  that,  in  such  circum- 
stances as  Uiose  in  which  I  am  now  placed, 
Gren.  McDowell  should  wish  the  general  in- 
terests to  be  sacrificed  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  his  command. 

"  If  I  cannot  fully  control  all  his  troops,  I 
want  none  of  them,  but  would  prefer  to 
fight  .the  battle  with  what  I  have,  and  let 
others  be  responsible  for  the  results. 

"  The  department  lines  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  interfere  with  me ;  but  Gen.  McD., 
and  all  other  troops  sent  to  me,  should  be 
placed  completely  at  my  disposal,  to  do 
with  them  as  I  think  best  In  no  other 
way  can  they  be  of  assistance  to  me.  I 
therefore  request  that  I  may  have  entire 
and  full  control.  The  stake  at  issue  is 
too  great  to  allow  personal  considerations 
to  be  entertained;  you  know  that  I  nave 
none. 

"The  indications  are,  from  our  balloon 
reconnoissances  and  from  all  other  sources, 
that  the  enemy  are  intrenching,  dally  in- 
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etetmng  in  numbers,  and  determined  to 
fight  desperately.'' 

On  the  20th,  he  telegraphed  to  the 
President: 

"By  to-morrow  night;  the  defenave 
works,  covering  onr  position  on  this  side  of 
the  Ohickahominy,  should  be  completed. 
I  am  forced  to  this  by  my  inferiority  of 
nnmbers,  so  that  I  may  bring  the  greatest 
possible  nnmbers  into  action,  and  secure  the 
army  against  the  consequences  of  nnfore- 
aeen  disaster." 

At  this  time,  his  retums  to  the 
Adjutant-General's  oflEice  give  the 
following  as  the  strength  of  his  army 
on  the  Peninsnla :  Present  for  duty, 
115,102;  special  duty,  sick,  and  in 
arrest,  12,225 ;  absent,  29,511— total, 
156,838. 

Stonewall  Jackson,  having  done 
us  all  the  mischief  he  could  in  the 
Valley,  arrested  McDowell's  overland 
march  to  join  McClellan,  and  sent 
40,000  or  50,000  of  our  men  on  all 
manner  of  wild-goose  chases,  was 
now  on  his  way  in  fidl  force  to  Rich- 
mond ;  hence,  misleading  reports  of 
his  movements  were  artfully  circu- 
lated among  our  commanders.  Oen. 
McClellan  telegraphed"  to  the  "War 
Department  that  he  had  information 
from  deserters  that  troops  had  left 
Richmond  to  reenforce  Jackson,  and 
that  they  were  probably  not  less  than 
10,000  men.  To  this  the  President 
responded,  that  he  had  similar  infoiv 
mation  from  Gen.  King  at  Fredericks- 
burg ;  and  added :  "  If  this  is  true,  it 
is  as  good  as  a  reenforcement  to  you." 
McClellan  on  that  day  telegraphed 
to  the  President : 

"  A  general  engagement  may  take  place 
at  anj  hoar.  An  advance  by  us  involves  a 
battle  more  or  less  decisive.  The  enemv 
exhibit  at  every  point  a  readiness  to  meet 
ns.  They  certainly  have  great  numbers 
and   extensive  works.    If  ten    or  fifteen 


thousand  men  have  left  Richmond  to  reen- 
force Jackson,  it  illustrates  their  strength 
and  confidence.  After  to-morrow,  we  shall 
fight  the  Rebel  army  as  soon  as  Providence 
will  permit  We  shall  await  only  a  favor- 
able condition  of  the  earth  and  sky,  and  the 
completion  of  some  necessary  prelimina- 
ries." 

To-morrow  and  to-morrow  passed, 
and  still  our  army  did  not  advance ; 
until,  on  the  24di,  a  young  man  of 
suspicious  character  was  brought  in 
by  Gen.  McClellan's  scouts  from  the 
direction  of  Hanover  C!ourt  House, 
wh,o,  after  some  prevarication,  con- 
fessed himself  a  deserter  from  Jack- 
son's command,  which  he  had  left 
near  Gordonsville  on  the  21st,  mov- 
ing along  the  Yirginia  Central  Bail- 
road  to  rrederickshall,  with  intent 
to  turn  our  right  and  attack  our  rear 
on  the  28th.  To  McClellan's  dis- 
patch announcing  this  capture,  and 
asking  information  of  Jackson's  posi- 
tion and  movements.  Secretary  Stan^ 
ton  replied  "  as  follows : 

"  We  have  no  definite  information  as  to 
the  nnmbers  or  position  of  Jackson^a  force. 
Gen.  King  yesterday  reported  a  deserter's 
statement,  that  Jackson^s  force  was,  nine 
days  ago,  40,000  men.  Some  reports  place 
10,000  Rebels  under  Jackson  at  Gordons- 
ville ;  others  that  his  force  is  at  Port  Be- 
public,  Harrisonburg,  and  Luray.  Fremont 
yesterday  reported  rumors  that  Western 
Yirginia  was  threatened ;  and  Gen.  Eellv, 
that  Ewell  was  advancing  to  New  Creek, 
where  Fremont  has  his  d€p6t8.  The  last 
telegram  from  Fremont  contradicts  this 
rumor.  The  last  telegram  from  Banks  says 
the  enemy^s  pickets  are  strong  in  advance 
at  Luray.  The  people  decline  to  give  any 
information  of  his  whereabouts.  Within 
the  last  two  days,  the  evidence  is  strong 
that,  for  some  purpose,  the  enemy  is  circu- 
lating rumors  of  Jackson's  advance  in 
various  directions,  with  a  view  to  conceal 
the  real  point  of  attack.  Neither  McDowell, 
who  is  at  Manassas,  nor  Banks  and  Fre- 
mont, who  are  at  Middletown,  appear  to  have 
amy  accurate  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

^^  A  letter  transmitted  to  the  department 
yesterday,  purporting  to  be  dated  Gordons- 
ville, on  the  14th  in^t.,  stated  that  the  ao- 
tual  attack  was  designed  for  Washington 
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and  Baltimore,  as  loon  as  70a  attacked 
Bichmond ;  but  that  the  report  was  to  be 
droolated  that  Jackson  had  gone  to  Bich- 
mond, in  order  to  mislead.  This  letter 
looked  very  mnch  like  a  blind,  and  induces 
me  to  suspect  that  Jackson's  real  movement 
now  is  toward  Richmond.  It  came  from 
Alexandria,  and  is  certainly  designed,  like 
the  numerous  rumors  put  afloat,  to  mislead. 
I  think,  therefore,  that,  while  the  warning 
of  the  deserter  to  you  may  also  be  a  blind, 
that  it  could  not  sdely  be  disregarded.  I 
will  transmit  to  you  any  further  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  that  may  be  receiyed 
liere." 

That  day,  having  liifl  bridges  com- 
pleted, Gen.  McOellan  ordered  an 
advance  of  his  picket-line  on  the  left, 
preparatory  to  a  general  forward 
movement;  and,  during  the  day, 
Heintzelman's  corps,  with  part  of 
Keyes's  and  Sumner's,  were  pnshed 
forward,*'  he  reports,  through  a 
swampy  wood,  though  smartly  re- 
sisted, with  a  loss  on  our  side  of  51 
killed,  401  wounded,  and  64  miflsing : 
total,  616.  Eetuming  from  over- 
looking this  affair,  Oten.  McClellan 
telegraphed  to  the  War  Department 
as  follows : 

**  Several  contrabands,  just  in,  give  infor- 
mation confirming  the  supposition  that 
Jackson^s  advance  is  at  or  near  Hanover 
Oourt  House,  and  that  Beauregard  arrived, 
with  strong  rSenforcements,  in  Richmond 
yesterday.  I  mcline  to  think  that  Jackson 
will  attack  my  right  and  rear.  The  Rebel 
force  is  stated  at  200,000,  including  Jackson 
and  Beauregard.  I  shall  have  to  contend 
against  vastly  superior  odds,  if  these  reports 
be  true.  But  this  army  will  do  all  in  the 
power  of  men  to  hold  their  position  and  re- 
pulse any  attack.  I  regret  my  great  inferi- 
ority in  numbers,  but  feel  that  I  am  in  no 
way  responsible  for  it,  as  I  have  not  failed 
to  represent  repeatedly  the  necessity  of  r6- 
enforoements ;  that  this  was  the  decisive 


point,  and  that  all  the  available  mett&s  of 
the  Government  should  be  concentrated 
here.  I  will  do  all  that  a  General  can  do 
with  the  splendid  army  I  have  the  honor 
to  command ;  and,  if  it  is  destroyed  by  over- 
whelming numbers,  can  at  least  die  with  it 
and  ^are  its  fate.  But,  if  the  result  of  the 
action,  which  will  probably  occur  to-mor- 
row, or  within  a  short  time,  is  a  disaster, 
the  responsibility  cannot  be  thrown  on  my 
shoulders;  it  must  rest  where  it  belongs. 
Since  I  commenced  this,  I  have  received 
additional  intelligence,  confirming  the  sup- 
position in  regard  to  Jackson^s  movements 
and  Beauregard^s  arrival.  I  shall  probably 
be  attacked  to-morrow,  and  now  go  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Ghickahominy  to  arrange 
for  the  defense  on  that  side.  I  feel  that 
there  is  no  use  in  again  asking  for  rden- 
forcements.*' 

The  President  responded  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"WASHmoTOW,  June  26, 186S. 
"  Your  three  dispatches  of  yesterday  in 
relation  to  the  affair,  ending  with  the  state- 
ment that  you  completely  succeeded  in 
making  your  point,  are  very  gratifying. 
The  later  one,  suggesting  the  probability 
of  your  being  overwhelmed  by  200,000  men, 
and  talking  of  to  whom  the  responsibility 
will  belong,  pains  me  very  much.  I  give 
you  all  I  can,  and  act  on  the  presumption 
that  you  will  do  the  best  you  can  with  what 
you  have;  while  you  continue — ungene- 
rously I  think — to  assume  that  I  could  give 
you  more  if  I  would.  I  have  omitted— I 
shall  omit — no  opportimity  to  send  you  r6- 
enforcements  whenever  I  can.*' 


Gen,  Eobert  E.  Lee,  having  suc- 
ceeded to  the  chief  command  of  the 
Eebel  army,  had,  in  counsel  with  the 
master  spirits  of  the  BebeUion,  at 
length  resolved  on  striking  a  decisive 
blow.  To  this  end,  reenforcements 
had  been  quietly  called  in  from  all 
available  quarters,  swelling  the  Eebel 
Army  of  Virginia,  including  Jack- 


Gen.  McClellan  at  nigLt  telegraphed,  over  bis 
own  signature,  to  the  War  office  in  Washington, 
that  he  had  acoomplished  his  object,  had  dnTen 
me  back  for  more  than  a  mile,  had  silenced  my 
batteries,  and  occupied  our  camps,  ihere  is  not 
one  word  of  ^ruik  «h  ihjt  tohoie  statement.  When 
the  fight  oeased  at  dark,  I  occupied  the  very 
line  my  pickets  had  been  driven  fVom  in  the 
morning ;  and  which  I  continued  to  bold  nntU 
the  total  rout  of  the  Federal  army  on  the  29th.'' 


"But  Brig.-Gen.  A.  R.  Wright,  of  Huger's  di- 
vision, who  opposed  this  movement,  reports 
that  he  had  3,000  men  in  all,  resisting  not  less 
than  8,000  or  10,000  on  our  side;  and  adds: 

<(  The  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  drive  us 
back  from  our  picket-line,  occupy  it  himself, 
and  thereby  enable  him  to  advance  his  works 
several  hundred  yards  nearer  our  lines. 
In  this,  he  completely  foiled;   and,  although 
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Bon'8  corps,  Bummoned  from  the  Val- 
ley, to  not  far  from  70,000  men.  In 
order  to  mask  this  CKmcentration, 
Whiting's  division,  consisting  of 
Hood's  Texas  brigade  and  his  own, 
had  been  s^it  off  from  Bichmond  to 
Jackson ;  to  whom  also  the  brigade 
of  Lawtonhad  been  ordered  np  from 
the  South.  When  all  things  were 
ripe,  Jackson  moved,  by  order,  rapid- 
ly and  secretly  from  the  Valley  to 
Ashland,  facing  oxxr  extreme  right, 
whence  he  was  directed  to  advance** 
80  as  to  flank  onr  right,  holding  Me- 
chanicsviUe.  Moving  on  at  8  next 
morning,"  he  was  directed  to  connect 
with  Gton.  Branch,  immediately  sonth 
of  the  CSiickahominy,  who  was  to 
crosB  that  stream  and  advance  on 
Mechanicsville ;  while  Gen.  A.  P. 
Hill,  lower  down,  was  to  cross  near 
Meadow  Bridge  so  soon  as  Branch's 
movement  was  discovered,  and  move 
directly  npon  Mechanicsville,  where 
en  the  Bebel  batteries  on  the  south- 
ern blu&  of  the  Ohickahominy  were  to 
open  ;  Longstreef  s  division  following 
in  support  of  Hill,  while  D.  H.  Hill's  in 
like  manner  supported  Jackson;  thus 
<mly  Hnger'sandMagruder's  divisions 
were  left  in  front  of  our  left  and  cen- 
ter, immediately  before  Richmond. 

Jackson  v^as  unable  to  reach  Ash- 
land quite  so  soon  as  had  been  anti- 
cipated ;  so  that  A.  P.  Hill  did  not 
eiosB  the  stream  to  attack  us  till  8 
p.  M.*^  His  advance  had  been  dis- 
covered three  hours  before;  so  that 
our  pickets  were  called  in  before  it, 
and  the  regiment  and  battery  hold- 
ing Mechanicsville  feU  back,  flghtiog, 
9n  a  ttnmg  position  across  Beaver 
Dam  creek.  Here  Chn.  McOall's 
PenBsylvama  Beserves,  which  had 
leoentiy  been  sent  down  to  reenforce 
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McClellan,  and  had  never  till  now 
been  in  action,  were  strongly  posted 
on  advantageous  ground,  supported 
by  Morell's  division  and  Sykes's 
regulars,  the  whole  forming  Fitz-John 
Porter's  corps  of  about  37,000  mm. 
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Advancing  rapidly  and  resolutely, 
in  ihe  face  of  a  destructive  fire,  which 
they  could  not  effectively  return,  the 
leading  brigades  of  A.  P.  Hill's,  and 
ultimately  of  D.  H.  Hill's  and  Long- 
street's  divisions,  attacked  our  posi- 
tion and  attempted  to  turn  our  left, 
but  were  repulsed  with  fearful  car- 
nage. Jackson  being  vainly  expect- 
ed to  arrive  and  assail  our  right,  it 
was  not  turned ;  and  night  fell  on  a 
decided  and  animating  success  of  our 
mainly  green  soldiers,  though  the 
fighting  did  not  cease  tiU  aft^  dark, 
and  the  Bebels  renoained  in  force  not 
far  from  our  front.    Our  total  loss  in 
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this  affair  liad  been  lees  tlian  400; 
while  that  of  the  Rebels  must  have 
been  many  times  lai^er ;  and  when, 
near  the  close  of  the  battle,  fresh 
troops  came  np  to  relieve  the  exult- 
ing Seserves,  they  refused  to  give 
place,  but,  replenishing  their  anmiu- 
nition,  lay  down  on  their  arms  to 
await  the  encounter  of  the  morrow. 

Before  daylight,'*  however,  an  or- 
der from  Gen.  McClellan  (who  had 
learned,  meantime,  that  Jackson  was 
approaching)  directed  the  evacuation 
of  their  strong  position,  and  a  retreat 
to  Gaines's  Mill — ^an  order  easy  of 
execution  had  it  arrived  three  or  four 
hours  earlier,  but  very  difficult  now, 
as  the  Eebel  attack  was  renewed  a 
few  minutes  afterward.  The  Rebels 
were  repulsed,  however,  though  our 
men  were  retiring  at  the  time ; 
Meade's,  Griffin's,  Reynolds's,  and 
Morell's  commands  moving  steadily 
off  the  field  as  if  on  parade;  our  dead 
all  buried,  our  wounded  and  arms 
brought  away,  with  the  loss  of  no 
caisson,  hardly  of  a  musket,  by  a  lit- 
tle after  7  a.  m.  ;  leaving  the  Rebels 
unaware  for  the  moment  that  there 
was  no  longer  an  enemy  before  them. 
Before  noon,  each  r^ment  and  bat- 
tery had  taken  up  the  new  position 
assigned  it,  af  Gaines's  Mill,  and 
was  ready  to  receive  the  now  eagerly 
advancing  Rebels.  Meantime,  our 
trains  and  siege-guns  had,  by  order, 
been  sent  off  across  the  Ghickahomi- 
ny  during  the  night. 

Gen.  McClellan  had  been"  with 
Fitz-John  Porter,  behind  the  Me- 
chanicsville  defenses,  at  10  p.  h. — an 
hour  after  the  triumphant  and  san- 
guinary repulse  of  iheir  assailants. 
Four  hours  later,  he  sent  orders  for 
their  prompt  evacuation.    This  he 


must  have  done  under  the  correct 
impression  that  they  were  about  to 
be  overwhelmingly  assailed  in  front 
by  the  Hills  and  Longstreet,  and  in 
flank  by  the  yet  fi'esh  division  of 
Jackson.  In  other  words,  it  was 
now  plain  that  the  Rebel  chieis  had 
resolved  to  precipitate  the  bulk  of 
their  force  on  our  right  wing,  crush- 
ing it  back  on  our  center  by  the  sheer 
momentum  of  their  columns. 

This  striking  a  great  army  on  onQ 
end,  and  rolling  it  up  on  itself  in  inex- 
tricable confusion,  carnage,  and  rout, 
is  no  novelty  in  warfare.  The  Allied 
Emperors  tried  it  on  Napoleon  at 
Austerlitz ;  our  strategists  attempted 
it  on  the  Rebels  at  first  Bull  Bun. 
It  is  a  critical  manoeuver;  but  likely 
to  succeed,  provided  your  antagonist 
passively  awaits  its  consummation. 
("Hunting  the  tiger,  gentlemen,'' 
explained  the  returned  East  Indian 
to  his  associates  at  the  United  Service 
Club,  "is  capital  sport — capital — 
unless  the  tiger  turns  to  hunt  you; 
when  it  becomes  rather  too  exciting.'') 

Gen.  McClellan,  as  usual,  believed 
the  Rebels  were  assailing  or  threaten- 
ing him  with  twice  as  many  men  as 
they  had,  supposing  them  to  have 
178,000  to  200,000  troops  in  his  fit)nt; 
when  they  never,  from  the  banning 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  had  so  mfmy 
as  100,000  effectives  concentrated  in 
a  single  army,  or  within  a  day's 
march*  Even  had  he  been  outnum- 
bered, as  he  supposed,  by  a  Rebel 
force  on  either  flank  nearly  or  quitp 
equal  to  his  whole  army,  he  should 
have  quietly  and  rapidly  concen' 
trated,  and  struck  one  of  those  assait 
ants  before  it  could  be  supported  by 
the  other.  Had  he  chosen  thus  to 
rush  upon  Richmond,  on  the  morning 
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of  the  36th,  directing  Porter  to  make 
as  imposing  a  demonstration  and  de- 
tain tixe  enemy  as  long  as  he  could/ 
then  to  withdraw  across  the  Ohickar 
hominy  with  the  least  possible  loss, 
bum  the  bridges,  and  defend  the  pas- 
sage till  night«fall,  he  might  have 
gone  right  over  the  25,000  Rebels 
between  him  and  Richmond,  taken 
that  citj,  and  then  tnmed  in  over- 
whelming force  on  the  50,000  Rebels 
in  his  rear,  pressinjg  Porter.  But, 
deceived  and  faint-hearted,  he  stood 
perplexed  and  hesitating  between 
the  real  and  overwhelming  attack 
on  his  right  and  the  imposing  but 
faolloW  succession  of  feints  and  alarms 
on  his  left,  letting  two-thirds  of  Lee's 
entire  force  crush  one-third  of  his 
own,  while  60,000  good  men  and 
true  stood  idle  between  the  Chickar 
hominy  and  Richmond,  watching 
and  guarding  against  25,000  Rebels. 
Only  Slocum's  division  of  Sumner's 
corps  was  seasonably  sent  to  the  aid 
of  Porter,  raising  his  total  force  to 
barely  35,000  men,  who  were  to 
resist  the  desperate  efforts  of  50,000 
Rebels^  directed  by  Lee,  and  led  on 
to  assault  our  position  by  Longstreet, 
the  Hills,  Stonewall  Jackson,  and 
EwelL 

Though  the  Rebels  had  quickly 
discerned  and  sharply  pursued  our 
withdrawal  from  the  MechanicsviUe 
defenses,  arriviog  in  front  of  our  new 
position  soon  after  noon,"  it  was 
i  T.  n.  before  A.  P.  Hill,  whb 
had  been  awaiting  Jackson's  arrival, 
advanced  and  opened  the  battle. 
The  Rebels  were  received  with  heroic 
bravery  by  Sykes's  r^ulars,  who 
confronted  them,  by  whose  fire  they 
were  staggered  and  temporarily  re- 
pulsed.   Meantime,  Longstreet,  who 


had  been  ordered  to  make  a  feint  on 
our  left,  had  perceived  the  necessity 
of  converting  that  feint  into  a  deter- 
miaed  attack;  but,  before  his  dispo- 
sitions had  been  completed,  Jackson 
arrived  and  formed  his  division  on 
Longstreet's  left;  while  D.  H.  Hill, 
on  the  extreme  Rebel  left,  had  forced 
his  way  through  a  swamp  and  some 
abatis,  driving  out  our  skirmishers; 
and  now  Ewell  came  into  action  on 
Jackson's  right,  and  two  of  Jackson's 
brigades  were  sent  to  the  relief  of  A. 
P.  Hill,  who  was  being  worsted. 
Lee's  whole  force  being  thus  brought 
into  action,  a  general  advance  from 
left  to  right  was  ordered  and  made, 
under  a  terrific  fii:e  of  cannon  and 
musketry  from  both  sides. 

Porter  had  a  strong  position,  on 
ground  rising  gradually  from  the 
ravine  of  an  inconsiderable  stream, 
screened  in  part  by  trees  and  under- 
brush, with  Morell's  and  Sykes's 
divisions  in  front,  and  McCall's 
forming  a  second  line  behind  them ; 
and  his  cavalry,  under  P.  St.  George 
Cooke,  in  the  valley  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  watering  for  a  Rebel  ad- 
vance in  that  quarter.  The  siege- 
guns  of  Porter's  corps,  which  had 
been  withdrawn  across  th^  Chicka- 
hominy  during  the  night,  were 
planted  in  battery  on  the  right  bank 
of  that  stream,  so  as  to' check  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Rebel  right,  and  prevent 
their  turning  our  left.  Porter  was 
unaccountably  in  -fcrant  of  axes,  where- 
with to  cover  his  front  and  right  with 
abatis ;  his  request  for  them  to  Gen. 
Barnard  not  reaching  McClellan  till ' 
too  late.  When  he  neict  called,  they 
were  ftimished,  but  without  helves  / 
and,  while  these  were  being  supplied, 
the  opportunity  for  using  axes  was 
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lost  HiB  first  call  on  McCldlan  for 
reenforcementB  likewise  miscarried. 
His  next  was  made  at  2  p.  il  ;  when 
Slocnm's  division^of  the  6th  corps, 
was  ordered  to  his  support,  arriving 
on  the  field  at  3:30,  after  our  position 
had  been  assailed  in  force  at  every 
point,  and  after  McCaH's  division  had 
been  ordered  up  to  support  our  sorely 


pressed  front  So  urgent  and  instant 
was  the  pressure,  that  Slocum's  divi- 
sion had  to  be  divided  and  sent  by 
brigades,  and  even  regiments,  to  the 
points  where  the  need  of  aid  seemed 
greatest ;  BaAlett's  brigade  going  to 
the  help  of  Sykes  on^ur  right,  while^^ 
a  portion  of  Newton's  was  sent  in 
between  Morell  and  Sykes. 


«AnnnM  kill. 


HoreU'sDiT.- 


SykM^sDlT. 


HoCUTiDiT. 


A  Butterfleld^s 
B  Martindftle's 
G  6rtfrin*8 
D  Q.  a  Wirren'i 
E  H.  Cbapmftn's 
F  L  T.  Bnoliuuui^t 
K  Meade's 
L  Seyiftoar's 
M  Kejnoldft't 
N  C^rilpy. 


Brlgada 


Art  R«aiirve.  i  ^  Robertson^  Battery. 

Bartlett'8  brigade  of  Slocum's  division.  Frsnkltn*! 
oorps  in  reserre;  Taylor's  and  Newton's  brigades  belaf 
distributed  on  weak  points  of  the  line. 

First  line  was  held  as  shown,  I^obi  hood  to  S  p.  <« 
when  the  Reserves  were  moved  np  to  sustain  it  Geo. 
81ocam*s  division  srrived  about  U  p.  k.  The  whole 
lino  retired  to  tho  high  ground  in  the  rear  abool 
7  p.m. 


(Jen.  Beynolds,  with  one  brigade 
of  McCall's  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
having  reached  the  front  and  repelled 
the  enemy  immediately  before  him, 
hearing  the  noise  ot  a  terrific  contest 
on  his  left,  moved  immediately  to  the 
point  where  his  assistance  seemed  ne- 
cessary.   And  thus  the  battle  raged 


for  hours ;  repeated  charges  on  our 
lines  being  repidsed ;  but  fresh  brig- 
ades advancing  promptly  to  replace 
those  which  had  been  hurled  back, 
until  our  wasted  regiments,  having 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  wero 
obliged  to  retire  and  replenish  it 
At  5  p.  M.,  Porter,  though  he  had 
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lost  little  gronnd,  tel^raphed  again 
to  McClellan  that  his  poBition  was 
critical,  when  French's  and  Meagher^s 
brigades  of  the  2d  corps  were  ordered 
to  cross  to  his  support.  They  moved 
promptly  and  rapidly;  bnt,  before 
they  could  reach  the  field,  the 
Bebels,  rallying  all  their  forces,  just 
at  sunset,  for  a  last  desperate  effort, 
had  stormed  our  intrenchments  both 
on  the  left  and  on  the  right,  and 
driven  back  their  defenders  with 
mutual  carnage,  capturing  several  of 
our  guns. 

Porter,  seeing  his  infantry  beaten, 
now  called  into  action  all  his  reserved 
and  remaining  artillery,  and  thus 
bringing  at  once  about  80  guns  into 
action,  was  covering  the  retreat  of 
his  infantry  and  dealing  fearful  retri- 
bution on  their  assailants,  whose  ad- 
Tttttce  was  suddenly  checked ;  when 
Gen.  Cooke,  without  orders,  under- 
took to  charge,  with  a  battalion  of 
cavalry,  the  right  flank  of  the  Eebels 
advancing  on  our  left,  and  still 
covered  in  good  part  by  woods.  This 
ehai^  being  met  by  a  withering  fire 
of  musketry,  amidist  the  roar  of  a 
hundred  belching  cannon,  resulted  in 
instant  rout:  the  frightened  horses, 
whether  with  or  without  the  consent 
of  their  riders,  wheeling  abruptly 
and  crashing  through  our  batteries ; 
leading  our  gunners  to  suppose,  for 
the  moment,  that  they  were  charged 
by  regiments  of  Eebd  horse.  "  To 
this  alone,"  says  Fitz-John  Porter, 
in  his  report,  "is  to  be  attributed 
our  fiEulure  to  hold  the  field,  and  to 
luring  off  all  our  guns  and  wounded.'^ 

In  another  moment,  the  cheering 
tboutsi^French'sandMeagher'smen 
were  heard,  as  they  advanced  rapidly 


to  the  front.  Ballying  behind  these 
two  fresh  brigades,  our  wearied, 
decimated  regiments  advanced  up 
the  hill  down  which  they  had  recently 
been  driven,  ready  to  meet  a  fresh 
attack,  had  one  been  attempted.-  But 
the  enemy,  perceiving  that  they 
were  confronted  by  fresh  combatants, 
and  not  knowing  our  force,  halted  for 
the  night  on  the  field  they  had  so 
hardly  won. 

During  that  night,  our  forces  were 
by  order  withdrawn,  unmolested, 
across  the  Ohickahominy,  losing  three 
guns,  that  were  run  off  a  bridge  into 
the  stream,  in  addition  to  19  that 
they  had  left  on  the  battle-field. 

Our  loss  in  this  action,  though  not 
specifically  reported,  probably  ex- 
ceeded 6,000  killed  and  wounded: 
among  the  former  were  Cols.  Samuel 
W.  Black,  62d  Pa.,  McLean,  of  the 
83d,  Gove,  of  the  22d  Mass.,  Maj.  N. 
B.  Eossell,  3d  regular  infantry,  and 
many  other  brave  and  valuable  oflB- 
cers.  The  11th  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, CoL  Gallagher,  and  4th  N.  J., 
Col.  Simpson,  while  enveloped  in 
the  smoke  of  battle,  having  too  long 
maintained  their  position  in  the  far- 
thest front,  found  themselves  at  last 
completely  enveloped  by  overwhelm- 
ing forces  of  the  enemy,  and  com- 
pelled to  surrender;  and  Gen.  John 
F,  Reynolds,  jof  the  IsHibrigade  of 
Reserves,  with  his  Adjutant,  Capt. 
Charles  Kingsbury,  were  taken  pris- 
oners just  at  dark,  riding  into  a 
Rebel  raiment,  which  they  supposed 
to  be  one  of  their  own.  Altogether, 
our  losses  in  this  desperate  action 
were  hardly  less  than  8,000  men; 
those  of  the  Rebels  being  probably 
about  two-thirds  as  many.** 


**  QtsL  JadEBon  offidallj  reports  the  losses  of 
Ui  oorpA  in  this  battle  at  (8»  killed,  3,671 


wounded,  and  24  missing:   total,  3,284.    The 
other  division  and  corps  commandert  make  no 
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Gen.  M cClellan,  during  and  after 
the  close  of  the  eventftd  27th,  tele- 
graphed to  the  War  Department  as 
follows : 

"  Hbadquabtxbs  Abmt  of  the  Potomao,  I 
"June  27—10  A.  II.  \ 
"The  night  passed  quietly.  During  it, 
we  brought  all  wagons,  heavy  guns,  &c.,  to 
this  side,  and  at  daybreak  drew  in  McOall's 
division  about  three  miles.  This  change  of 
position  was  beautifully  executed,  under  a 
sharp  fire,  with  but  little  loss.  The  troops 
on  the  other  side  are  now  well  in  hand,  and 
the  whole  army  so  concentrated  that  it  can 
take  advantage  of  the  first  mistake  made  by 
the  enemy.  White  House  yet  undisturbed. 
Success  of  yesterday  complete." 

"  HBAnQUAETBBfl  AbMY  OF  THE  PoTOMAO,  ) 

'  "June  27— 12  m.      f 

"  My  change  ofposition  on  the  other  side 
Just  in  time.  Heavy  attack  now  being 
made  by  Jackson  and  two  divisions.  Ex- 
pect attack  also  on  this  side." 

"  HSADQITABTBBS  AbMY  OF  THE  POTOMAO, 

"Savage's  Station, 
"June  28, 1862—12:20  a.  ic. 
"  I  now  know  the  whole  history  of  tlie 
day.  On  this  side  of  the  river — the  right 
bank — we  repulsed  several  strong  attars. 
On  the  left  bank,  our  men  did  all  that  men 
could  do,  all  that  soldiers  could  accomplish ; 
but  they  were  overwhelmed  by  vastly  su- 
perior numbers  soon  after  I  brought  my  last 
reserves  into  action.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
is  terrible.  I  believe  it  will  prove  to  be  tbe 
most  desperate  battle  of  the  war.  The  sad 
remnants  of  my  men  behave  as  men ;  those 
battalions  which  fought  most  bravely,  and 
suffered  most,  are  still  in  the  best  order. 
My  regulars  were  superb,  and  I  count  upon 
what  are  left  to  turn  another  battle  in  com- 
pany with  their  gallant  comrades  of  the 
volunteers.  Had  I  20,000  or  even  10,000 
fresh  troops  to  use  to-morrow,  I  could  take 
Bichmond;  but  I  have  not  a  man  in  re- 
serve, and  shft  be  glad  to  gover  my  retreat 
and  save  the  material  and  personnel  of  the 
army.  If  we  have  lost  the  day,  we  have 
yet  preserved  our  honor,  and  no  one  need 
blush  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I  have 
lost  this  battle  because  my  force  was  too 
small.  I  again  repeat,  that  I  am  not  respon- 
sible for  this ;  and  I  say  it  with  the  earnest- 
ness of  a  G^eneral  who  feels  in  his  heart  the 
loss  of  every  brave  man  who  has  been  need- 
lessly sacrificed  to-day.    I  still  hope  to  re- 


trieve our  fortunes ;  but  to  do  this  the  Gov- 
ernment must  view  the  matter  in  the  same 
earnest  light  that  I  do.  You  must  send  me 
very  large  r&enforcements,  and  send  them  at 
once.  I  shall  draw  back  to  this  side  of  the 
Ghickahominy,  and  think  I  can  withdraw 
all  our  material.  Please  understand  that  in 
this  battle  we  have  lost  nothing  but  men, 
and  those  the  best  we  have.  In  addition  to 
what  I  have  already  said,  I  only  wish  to  say 
to  the  President  that  I  think  he  is  wrong  in 
regarding  me  as  ungenerous  when  I  sud  that 
my  force  was  too  weak.  I  merely  reitera- 
ted a  truth  which  to-day  has  been  too  plainly 
proved.  If,  at  this  instant,  I  could  aispose 
of  10,000  fresh  men,  I  could  gain  the  victory 
to-morrow.  I  know  that  a  few  thousand 
more  men  w(fuld  ^ave  changed  this  battle 
from  a  defeat  to  a  victory.  As  it  is,  the 
Government  must  not,  and  can  not,  hold  me 
responsible  for  the  result.  I  feel  too  earn- 
estly to-night — ^I  have  seen  too  many  dead 
and  wounded  comrades  to  feel  otherwise 
than  that  the  Government  has  not  sustained 
this  army.  If  you  do  not  do  so  now,  the 
game  is  lost  If  I  save  this  army  now,  I 
tell  you  plainly  that  I  owe  no  thanks  to  you, 
or  to  any  other  persons  in  Washington,  i  ou 
have  done  your  best  to  sacrifice  this  army. 

"G.  B.  McOlellan,  M%j.-GeiL 
"To  Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

"Secretary  of  War." 

To  these  reproachftil  missives,  the 
President  thus  responded : 

"Washington,  June  28, 1862. 
"  Save  your  army  at  all  events.'  Will  send 
r&enforcements  as  fast  as  we  can.  Of  course, 
they  can  not  reach  you  to-day,  to-morrow, 
or  next  day.  I  have  not  said  you  were  un- 
generous for  saying  you  needed  r&enforce- 
ments ;  I  thought  you  were  ungenerous  in 
assuming  that  1  did  not  send  them  as  fast  as 
I  could.  I  feel  any  misfortune  to  you  and 
your  army  quite  as  keenly  as  you  feel  it 
yourself.  If  you  have  had  a  drawn  battle  or 
a  repulse,  it  is  the  price  we  pay  for  the  ene- 
my not  being  in  Washington.  We  protected 
Washington,  and  the  enemy  concentrated 
on  you.  Had  we  stripped  Washington,  he 
would  have  been  upon  us  before  the  troops 
sent  could  have  got  to  yon.  Less  than  a 
week  ago,  you  notified  us  that  rSenforce- 
ments  were  leaving  Richmond  to  come  in 
front  of  us.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  case ; 
and  neither  you  nor  the  Government  that 
is  to  blame. 


separate  report  of  their  losses  in  this  action. 
Gen.  C.  M.  Wiloox,  4th  brigade,  Longstreet's  di- 
vision, states  his  losses  at  684,  out  of  a  total  of 
1,860.    Among  the  Eebel  killed  were  Ools.  J. 


J.  Woodward,  10th  Ala.;  a  T.  Hale,  11th  Ala.; 
John  Marshall,  4th  Texas;  among  the  severely 
wounded,  Cols.  Bainey,  1st  Texas,  and  BohiasoOf 
5ih  Texas. 
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**  Pleaie  tell  at  once  the  present  condition 
or  ispeot  of  things." 

Gen,  McCleUan'fl  army  had  now 
been  concentrated  by  the  enemy  in 
a  very  strong  position,  between  the 
{Chickahominy  on  one  side,  and  our 
Oeneral's  elaborate  and  powerful 
works  &cing  Bichmond  on  the  oth- 
er. It  was'  still  more  than  100,000 
strong;  while,  save  in  his  imagina- 
tion, there  were  not  nearly  so  many 
armed  Bebels  within  a  circuit  of 
50  miles.  Properly  handled,  it  was 
abxmdantly  able  and  willing  to  meet 
and  beat  Lee's  entire  forces  in  fair 
battle ;  or  it  might  have  taken  Rich- 
mond and  the  Bebel  works  below 
it,"  on  the  James;  thus  reopening  its 
communications  and  receiving  fresh 
supplies  by  that  river,  most  eflBciently 
patroled  by  our  gunboats.  Onethi»g 
it  could  not  do  without  invoking  dis- 
aster, and  that  was  to  remain  cooped 
up  in  its  intrenchments ;  since  Por- 
ter's defeat  and  retreat  across  the 
Chickahominy  had  severed  its  com- 
mimication  with  its  base  of  supplies 
at  West  Point ;  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 
with  the  Bebel  cavalry,  supported 
by  Ewell's  infantry,  striking  and  de- 
stroying ihe  York  Biver  Bailroad 
and  severing  the  td^raph  line  at 
Dispatch  Station  next  morning,**  and 
pushing  thence  down  the  road  toward 
White  House,  meeting  no  serious  op- 


position, but  resting  at  Tunstall's  Sti^ 
tion  for  the  night,  which  our  force 
holding  White  House  devoted  to  the 
destruction  of  the  vast  a^regate  of 
munitions  and  provisions  there  stored* 
Nine  lai^  loaded  barges,  5  locomo* 
tives,  with  great  numbers  of  tents, 
wagons,  cars,  <feo.,  were  involved  in 
this  general  destruction;  while  our 
cavalry,  under  Stoneman  and  Emo- 
ry, fled  down  the  Peninsula,  leaving 
large  quantities  of  forage  and  provi- 
sions to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emy. Stuart  arrived  next  morning," 
and  found  nothing  prepared  to  dispute 
possession  with  him  but  a  gunboat, 
which  very  soon  crowded  on  all  steam 
and  hurried  off  in  quest  of  safety. 

McClellan  decided  not  to  flght,  but 
to  fly.  Assembling  his  corps  com- 
manders on  the  evening  after  Porter's 
defeat,  he  told  them  that  he  had 
determined  on  a  flank  movement 
through  White  Oak  Swamp  to  the 
James ;  Gen.  Keyes,  with  his  corps, 
being  directed  to  move  at  once  across 
the  Swamp  in  the  advance,  so  as  to 
seize  and  hold  the  debouches  of  the 
roads  on  the  James  river  side  of  the 
Swamp,  thus  covering  the  passage  of 
the  other  troops  and  trains.  Our 
commander,  during  the  night,  re* 
moved  his  headquarters  to  Savage's 
Station,  thence  to  superintend  the 
movement  of  the  corps  and  trains. 


-  ^  Gen.  Magruder,  in  his  official  report  of  his 
participation  in  the  memorable  Seven  Dajs* 
•trnsgle,  mjs 

**  From  the  time  at  which  the  enemj  with- 
drew his  forces  to  this  side  of  the  Chidcahomin  j 
and  destroyed  the  bridges,  to  the  moment  of  his 
sfvaoaaUon — that  is,  from  Friday  night  until  Sun- 
day morning— I  considered  the  situation  of  our 
army  as  extremely  criticai  and  perilous.  The 
larger  portion  of  it  was  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Chickahominy ;  the  bridges  had  been  all  de- 
stroyed; but  one  was  rebuOt,  the  New  Bridge, 
which  was  commanded  Mij  by  the  enemy's 
guns  from  QQldlDg*B;  and  there  were  but  25,000 


men  between  his  army  of  100,000  and  Rich- 
mond. 

"Had  HcClellan  massed  his  whole  force  hi 
column,  and  advanced  it  against  any  point  of 
our  line  of  battle,  as  was  done  at  Ansterlitz,  un- 
der similar  drciunstances,  by  the  greatest  Cap- 
tain of  any  age,  though  the  head  of  his  column 
would  have  suffered  greatly,  its  momentum 
would  have  insured  him  success,  and  the  oo- 
cupation  of  our  works  about  Richmond;  and 
consequently  the  dty  might  have  been  his  re- 
ward. His  fiulure  to  do  so  is  the  best  evidence 
that  our  wise  commander  fully  understood  the 
character  of  his  opponent** 

"June  28.  "^  June  29. 
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The  immense  amoants  of  provisions, 
munitions,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds 
that  could  not  be  removed,  were  eon- 
signed  to  destruction;  while  2,500 
wounded,  who  were  unable  to  walk, 
and  for  whom  no  ambulances  could 
be  afforded,  were  left  in  hospital, 
with  surgeons  and  attendants,  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemj. 

Lee  was  evidently  puzzled  with 
regard  to  McCliBllan's  intentions,  not 
believing  that  he  could  abandon  his 
position  and  the  siege  without  a  bat- 
tle. He  sent  Ewell's  infantry,  as 
well  as  some  cavalry,  down  the  left 
bank  of  the  Chickahominy,  to  watch 
the  roads  leading  down  the  Peninsu- 
la ;  but}  receiving  no  advices  from 
Huger  and  Magruder,  still  between 
our  army  and  Bichmond,  of  any 
movement  of  our  trains  or  forces  to- 
ward the  James,  did  not  divine  that 
movement  till  late  in  the  afternoon.** 
No  serious  attack  or  forward  move- 
ment was  made  by  the  enemy  during 
that  day;  though  in  the  morning, 
perceiving  that  Gen.  Franklin's  corps 
were  being  withdrawn  from  their 
front  at  Gelding's  farm,  opposite 
Woodbury's  Bridge,  the  Bebels 
opened  on  them  fit)m  Garrett's  and 
Ghiines's  Hill,  and  soon  advanced  two 
Geoigia  regiments  to  assault  our 
works ;  but  they  were  easily  repulsed 
by  the  28d  New  ToA  and  49th 
Pennsylvania,  vdth  a  section  of 
Mott's  battery. 

McCall's  weakened  division  was 
ordered  to  follow  Porter  across  the 
Swamp  during  the  ensuing  night," 
while  Sumner's  and  Heintzelman's 
corps  and  Smith's  division  were  di- 
rected to  take  up  a  line  of  advance 
stretching  eastward  from  Keyes's  old 
intrenchments,  and  covering  Savage's 


"June  28. 


Station,  which  was  held  by  Slooum's 
division.  This  position  they  were  to 
hold  until  dark,'*  so  as  to  cover  the 
withdrawal  of  the  trains,  and  then 
fall  back  on  the  roads  leading  through 
the  Swamp. 

Our  line  of  movement — that  is,  of 
retreat — ^being  now  fiilly  compre- 
hended by  the  enemy,  Lee  ordered 
Longstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill  to  recross 
the  Chickahominy  at  Kew  Bridge 
and  pursue  and  attack  our  rear^ 
Jackson  moving  down  on  their  left, 
but  between  them  and  the  Chicka* 
hominy;  while  Magruder  and  Hu- 
ger, advancing  from  before  Bichmond 
on  the  "Williamsburg  and  Charles 
City  roads  respectively,  were  to  strike 
us  in  flank. 

Magruder,  on  the  WiUiamsbmg 
road,  came  in  sight  of  our  rear,  near 
Savage's  Station,  about  Tioon;  but, 
finding  the  business  serious,  halted 
and  sent  to  Huger  for  reenforee- 
ments.  Meantime,  an  aftack  in 
light  force  had  been  made,  at  9 
A.  iL,**  on  Gen.  Sumner^s  front ;  but 
it  was  easily  repxdsed ;  and  Gren.  Slo- 
cum,  pursuant  to  order,  had  fallen 
back  from  Savage's  Station,  and  was 
crossing  White  Oak  Swamp.  At  4 
p.  M.,  Magruder  attacked  in  ftill 
force;  and,  though  Gen.  Heintzel- 
man,  under  a  misapprehension  of 
orders,  had  posted  his  corps  so  far  in 
the  rear  as  to  leave  a  gap  of  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  between  Sumner 
and  Franklin,  Magruder's  attack  was 
gallantly  repelled  by  Gen.  Bums's 
brigade,  supported  by  those  of 
Brooks  and  Hancock,  reenforced  by 
two  lines  of  reserves,  and  finally  by 
the  69th  New  York ;  Hazzard'S, 
Pettit's,  Osbom's,  and  BramhaH's 
batteries  playing  a  most    effective 


>  Of  June  28. 


••Oftho29UL 


^June  29. 
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part  in  this  struggle.  Bj  9  p.  h.,  the 
enemy  had  recoiled,  withant  having 
gained  the  least  advantage ;  and  our 
soldiers  fell  back,  by  order,  upon 
"White  Oak  Swamp:  Gten.  French's 
brigade,  forming  our  rear-guard,  be- 
ing in  motion  by  midnight ;  crossing 
and  destroying  White  Oak  Swamp 
Cridge  at  5  a.  m.  next  morning.'* 

Jackson,  who  had  been  delayed  by 
tlie  necessity  of  vebuilding  the  Grape- 
vine Bridge  over  the  Chickahominy, 
reached  Savage's  Station  early  this 
morning,  and  was  ordered,  with 
Ijongstreet  and  A.  P.  Hill,  to  follow 
immediately  on  the  track  of  our 
army,  while  Huger,  supported  by 
Magmder,  pushed  down  on  our 
right. 

Mcdellan,  with  perhaps  a  third  of 
oar  army,  had  already  emerged  from 
the  Swamp,  upon  the  high,  open 
ground  near  Malvesn  Hill  ;  while 
Gen.  Holmes,  who  had  just  brought 
part  of  a  Eebel  division  across  from 
the  south  side  of  James  river  to  Eich- 
mond,  moved  down  upon  the  river 
road,  r^nforced  by  Qen,  "Wise,  with 
part  of  his  brigade.  Coming  in  sight 
of  our  advance  near  Malvern,  he  was 
about  to  open  with  his  artillery, 
when  he  found  that  we  were  far  too 
strong  for  him,  and  recoiled,  await- 
ing the  advance  of  Magruder  to  his 
aid. 

Jackson  was  to  have  deflected  to- 
ward the  Chickahominy,  so  as  to  gain 
oar  right  flank  and  rear ;  but  his  ad- 
vance was  checked  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  bridge  in  his  front ;  and 
on  reaching,  at  noon,  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  he  was  confronted 
bj  Gen.  Franklin,  with  Smith's  divi- 
sion of  his  own  corps,  and  Bichard- 
am's,  of  Sumner's,  and  Naglee's  brig- 


ade, by  which  all  his  efforts  to  cross 
during  the  day  and  evening  were 
repelled  and  baffled.  A  heavy  fire 
of  artillery,  directed  by  Capt.  Ayres, 
was  maintained  throughout  that  day 
and  evening;  Capt.  Hazzard's  bat- 
tery being  badly  cut  up  and  its  com* 
mander  mortally  wounded ;  but, 
though  the  enemy  replied  with,  equal 
spirit,  and  inflicted  as  well  as  suffered 
much  loss,  our  position  was  too 
strong  to  be  carried  by  assault ;  and 
every  attempt  of  the  Eebels  to  cross 
the  marsh  and  creek — the  bridge 
having  been  destroyed — was  worsted. 
During  the  night,  our  troops  retired 
by  order,  leaving  350  sick  and 
wounded,  and  some  disabled  guns,  to 
fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy,  as  he 
advanced  unopposed  next  morning. 

But  the  main  conflict  of  the  day 
occurred  at  the  crossing  of  the  creek 
some  two  miles*  farther  up,  or  to  the 
right  of  Jackson,  where  Lee  in  person, 
with  Jefferson  Davis,  accompanied 
Longstreet's  advance,  at  the  bead  of 
his  own  and  A  P.  Hill's  divisions ; 
encountering  no  resistance  until 
noon,  when  their  advance  descried 
our  rear-guard,  strongly  posted  up(Hi 
the  road  leading  from  New  Market 
to  Long  Bridge,  and  having  a  small 
branch  of  the  White  Oak'  Swamp 
creek  in  their  front.  Seeing  that  we 
were  in  force,  Longstreet  waited  tiU 
3  p.  M.  for  the  coming  up  of  Huger, 
who  was  some  3  or  4  miles  distant 
on  his  right,  or  Jackson,  who  was 
still  nearer,  on  his  left;  but,  as 
neither  arrived,  he  at  length  ordered 
his  batteries  to  open  and  his  in&ntry 
to  charge,  under  cover  of  a  shower  of 
shells. 

McCall,  with  his  Pennsylvania 
Beserves,  which  hard  fighting  had 
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reduced  from  10,000  to  6,000  strong,, 
wafi  immediately  in  their  front,  and 
his  men  for  a  time  hejd  their  ground 
gallantl J ;  but  days  of  fighting,  suc- 
ceeded by  nights  of  marching — al- 
ways, alas  1  in  the  wrong  direction — 
had  told  upon  the  spirits  as  well  as 
the  numbers  of  these  green  troops,  so 
4Midd£nly  transformed  into  veterans ; 
while  the  flushed  and  confident  ene- 
my who  assailed  them  were  twice  if 
not  thrice  their  number.  An  attempt 
to  crush  their  left  by  the  Rebels  was 
met  by  a  charge  of  the  5th,  8th,  9th, 
and  10th  regiments,  led  by  Col.  Sim- 
mons, of  the  6th,  which  hurled  the 
enemy  back  to  tibe  woods  in  their 
rear,  leaving  about  200  prisoners  in 
our  hands,  who  were  triumphantly 
marched  off  the  field.  But  here 
Simmons  fell,  mortally  wounded; 
while  hundreds  of  his  soldiers  s<3*ewed 
tiie  field ;  and  the  chai^ng  column, 
broken  as  it  entered  the  woods,  was 
unable  to  reform  under  the  murder- 
ous fire  of  the  eliemy's  infantry  and 
artillery,  and  fell  back  in  disorder  to 
the  woods  behind  its  original  posi- 
tion, which  they  held  until  night  put 
an  end  to  the  contest. 

A  succession  of  desperate  struggles 
ensued:  the  Rebels  rushing  forwai*d 
in  charge  after  charge  to  capture  our 
guns,  which  poured  volleys  of  grape 
and  canister,  at  short  range,  into 
their  close  masses,  sweeping  them 
down  by  hundreds  and  forcing  them 
to  recoil  in  dismay ;  when  our  sup- 
porting raiments  would  pour  a 
leaden  hail   of  musketry  upon  the 


flanks  of  the  baffled  column,  hurling 
it  back  in  c(»ifosion  to  the  sheltering 
forest.    Thus,  for  two  hours,  the  des- 
perate conflict  raged ;  until  Kems's 
battery,  having  fired  its  last  charge, 
was,  by  McCall's  order,  withdrawn 
from  the  field,  and  GcA.  Roberts's  in- 
fantry, having  just  repulsed  a  Rebel 
charge,   was  charged  again  on  its 
left  flank  and  driven  from  the  fidd 
by  a  fresh  force,  which,  nulling  furi- 
ously on  Ciooper's  battery,  drove  off 
the  gunners  and  captured  the  guns. 
A  counter-charge  was  instantly  made 
by  the  9th,  with  parts  of  other  regi- 
ments; and,  after  a  desperate  but 
brief  struggle,  the  battery  was  re- 
covered, and  the  standard  of  the  10th 
Alabama  taken.    The  Reserves  still 
held  the  field,  and  not  one  of  their 
guns  had  been  lost,  when,  between 
sunset  and  dark,  Meagher's  Irish  brig- 
ade, of  Hooker's  division,  came  up 
on  our  left,  and,  charging  desperately 
across   the    open    field,    drove   the 
Rebels  back  again  into  the  woods. 

MeCaH's  right,  under  Gen.  Meade, 
had  been  likewise  engaged  with  over- 
whelming numbers,  by  whom  a  final 
charge  was  made,  just  at  dark,  for 
the  possession  of  Randall's  battery; 
which  was  carried  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  though  at  a  fearfal  cost. 
Gens.  McCall  and  Meade  instantly 
rallied  their  infantry  for  its  recapture, 
and  a  hand-to-hand  struggle  of  un- 
surpassed ferocity  ensued,  wherein 
the  Reserves  were  overpowered  and 
driven  back,  though  the  Rebels  had 
suffered"    too    severely    to    pursue 


•^  Brig.-Gen.  Roger  A.  Pryor,  6th  brigade  of 
LoBgstreet's  corps,  bajbi  « 

"  About  4  o'clock,  I  received  an  order  trom 
Ki^.-Gkn.  Longstreet  to  go  into  the  fig^t.  At 
once,  I  moved  m  line  toward  tlie  field ;  but  the 
Wood  and  other  obstructions  forced  me  to  form 
ooluiBD  and  lend  my  regiments  in  successively. 
Arriving  on  the  field,  I  oisoovered  that  Uie  brig- 


ade on  my  right  had  been  repulsed,  and  that  my 
command  were  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire  on 
the  flank  as  well  as  In  fh>nt.  Neverthelees. 
they  stood  their  ground,  and  sustained  the  un- 
equal combat  until  reenforced  by  the  brigade  of 
Gen.  Gregg.  We  did  not  return  to  our  original 
position  until  the  enemy  had  abandoned  the  field 
and  surrendered  his  artillery  into  our  possession. 
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thenL  Even  the  guns,  so  Beverely 
contested,  were  not  held  by  them ; 
flie  cheers  of  a  New  Jersey  brigade, 
advancing  in  the  dnsk  to  the  relief 
of  McCall,  impelling  them  to  fall 
back  in  haste  to  the  woods.  In  this 
dosing  struggle,  Gen.  Meade  was 
severely '  wounded  in  the  arm  and 
Kp ;  Gten.  McCall,  who  had  lost  all 
his  brigadiers,  riding  forward  a  short 
distance  to  reconnoiter  the  apparently 
deserted  field,  was  suddenly  con- 
fronted by  the  leveled  muskets  of 
Eebel  infantry,  and  compelled  to 
yield  himself  a  prisoner ;  and  when 
Qen.  Seymour,  who  had  succeeded  to 
the  command,  withdrew  by  order,  at 
11  p.  M.,  to  share  in  or  cover  the 
general  retreat,  the  batteries  of  the 
fivision,  their  horses  long  since 
killed,  their  men  worn  out  with 
desperate  fighting,  were  left  on  the 
hard-fought  field,  where  nearly  one- 
fourth  ottiie  division  had  been  killed 
or  wounded. 

The  noise  of  this  vehement  strug- 
gle had  brought  Hooker,  firom  our 
left,  and  Bums's  brigade,  and  Tay- 
lor's Ist  New  Jersey  brigade,  firom 
Slocum's  division,  to  the  aid  of 
McCall;  so  that  we  were  doubtless 
in  force  to  have  won  the  battle  just 
after  we  had  lost  it,  had  any  dfiylight 
remained.  Gen.  Sumner,  speaking 
from  hear-say,  thus  mistak^y  re- 
ports it: 

"The  battle  of  Glendale  was  the  most 
ierer©  action  since  the  battie  of  Fair  Oaks. 
About  three  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  action  com- 


menced ;  and,  after  a  foriotts  contest,  lastlns 
till  after  dark,  the  enemy  was  routed  at  aS 
points  and  driven  from  the  field.'* 

Heintzelman,    wbo    was    present 

after  the  battle,  also  very  mistakenly 

reports  that  McOall  was  not  attacked 

till  5  p.  ic.,  and  that  in  less  than  an 

hour  his  division  gave  way ;  adding : 

"  General  Hooker,  being  on  his  left,  by 
moving  to  his  right,  repulsed  the  Rebels 
in  the  handsomest  manner,  with  great 
slaughter.  Gen.  Sumner,  who  was  witili 
Gen.  Sedgwick  in  McOall's  rear,  also  greatly 
aided  with  his  artillery  and  infantry  in  driv- 
ing back  the  enemy.  Thej  now  renewed 
their  attack  with  vigor  on  Qen,  Kearny's 
left,  and  were  again  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss.*^ 

Lee,  more  plausibly  though  not 

quite  fairly,  says : 

"  The  superiority  of  numbers  and  advan- 
tage of  position  were  on  the  side  of  the  ene- 
my. The  battle  raged  furiously  mntil  9  p.  M. 
By  that  time,  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
with  great  slaughter  from  every  position  but 
one,  which  he  maintained  until  he  was 
enabled  to  withdraw  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness. At  the  close  of  the  struggle,  nearly 
the  entire  field  remained  in  our  possession, 
covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  wound- 
ed. Many  prisoners,  including  a  General 
of  division,  were  capfored ;  and  several  bat- 
teries, with  some  thousands  of  small  arms, 
taken.  Could  the  other  commands  have 
cooperated  in  the  action,  the  result  would 
have  proved  most  disastrous  to  the  enemy. 
After  the  engagement,  Magruder'was  re- 
called to  relieve  the  troops  of  Longstreet 
and  Hill.  His  men,  much  fatigued  by  their 
long,  hot  march,  arrived  during  the  night" 


Fit25-Jolm  Porter,  having  been 
misled  as  well  as  delayed  in  his  pas- 
sage through  the  Swamp,  had  only 
reached  Malveen  Hill  at  9  a.  m.,** 
when  he  proceeded  to  post  his  troops, 
as  they  arrived,  so  as  to  command 


^  this  engagement,  my  loss  was  uncommonly 
bstry  in  officers  as  weU  as  men.  The  14tti 
Alabama,  bearing  the  brunt  of  the  struggle, 
was  neoiiy  annihilated.  I  crossed  the  Ghicka- 
hominy  on  the  26th,  wiih  1,400  men.  In  the 
igfats  that  foUowed,  I  suffisred  a  loss  of  849 
itflled  and  wounded,  and  11  missing." 

OoL  J.  B.  Strange,  commanding  3d  brigade,  2d 
fivision  of  Longstreet's  corps,  in  his  report  of 
hisfight»  says: 


"  The  brigade  carried  into  action  723  musicet^ 
and  of  this  smaU  number  the  loss  was  22S,  in- 
duding  4  officers  killed  and  12  wounded." 

Gen.  C.  M.  Wilcox  reports  the  loss  of  his  Ala- 
bama brigade  in  this  battle  at  471.  Among  the 
Rebel  wounded  were  Brig.-Gens.  Anderson  and 
Featherston.  It  is  probable  that  the  respective 
losses  here  were  about  equaL 

"June  30. 
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all  the  approaches,  but  especially 
those  from  Eichmond  and  the 
Swamp.  The  last  of  om*  trains  and 
our  reserve  artillery  reached  him 
about  4  p.  M.  of  this  day;  about  the 
time  that  Holmes's  force,  moving 
down  the  James,  appeared  o^  our 
left  flank  (our  army  having  here 
fSEfcced  about),  and  opened  a  fire  of 
artillery  on  Warren's  brigade,  on  our 
extreme  left.  He  was  at  once  aston- 
ished by  a  concentrated  fire  from  30 
guns,  and  recoiled  in  haste,  abandon- 
ing two  of  his  cannon. 

The  rear  of  our  wasted,  wayworn 
army  reached  the  position  assigned 
it,  upon  and  around  Malvern  Hill, 
during  the  next  forenoon,"  closely 
pursued  by  the  converging  columns 
of  the  Bebels.  The  anxious  days 
and  sleepless  nights  of  the  preceding 
week;  tiie  constant  and  resolute 
efforts  required  to  force  their  40  miles 
of  guns  and  trains  over  the  narrow, 
wretched  roads  which  traverse  White 
Oak  Swamp ;  their  ignorance  of  the 
locality  and  exposure  to  be  ambushed 


and  assailed  at  every  turn,  rendered 
this  retreat  an  ordeal  for  our  men 
long  to  be  remembered.**  Gen.  Mo* 
Clellan  had  reached  Malvern  the  pre- 
ceding day.  Early  this  morning, 
leaving  Gen.  Barnard  with  directions 
for  posting  the  troops  as  they  arrived, 
he  had  gone  down  the  river  on  the 
gunboat  Galena  from  Haxall's,  to 
select  a  position  whereon  his  retreat 
should  definitively  terminate. 

Jackson's  corps,  consisting  of  his 
own,  with  Whiting's,  D.  H.  Hill's, 
and  EweU's  divisions,  came  in  the 
Kebel  advance  down  the  Quaker 
Eoad,  whereon  our  army  had  mamly 
emerged  from  the  Swamp;  while 
Magruder,  with  most  of  Hugers 
division,  advancing  on  the  direct 
roads  from  Kichmond,  menaced  and 
soon  assailed  our  left.  Longstreet's 
and  A.  P.  Hill's  divisions,  having 
had  the  heaviest  of  the  fighting  thus 
far,  and  been  badly  cut  up,  were  held 
in  reserve  by  Lee  in  the  rear  of  Jack- 
son, and  were  not  brought  into 
action.   It  is  none  the  less  true,  how- 


"  July  I. 

^  Mr.£amnel  Wllkeson,  who  shared  in  this  ex- 
perience, wrote  of  it  as  follows  to  The  New  Tork 
JHbune: 

"Huddled  among  the  wagons  were  10,000 
stragglers — ^forthe  credit  of  the  nation  be  it  said 
that  four-fifths  of  them  were  wounded,  sick,  or 
utterly  exhausted,  and  could  not  have  stirred 
but  for  dread  of  the  tobacco  warehouses  of  the 
South.  The  confusion  of  this  herd  of  men  and 
mules,  wagons  and  wounded,  men  on  horses, 
men  on  foot,  men  by  the  road-side,  men  perched 
on  wagons,  men  searching  for  water,  men  fam- 
ishing K>r  food,  men  lame  and  bleeding,  men  with 
ghostly  eyes,  looking  out  between  bloody  band- 
ages, that  hid  the  face — turn  to  some  vivid  ao- 
*count  of  the  most  pitifUl  part  of  Napoleon's  re- 
treat from  Russia,  and  fill  out  the  picture— 4he 
grim,  gaunt,  bloody  picture  of  war  in  its  most 
terrible  features. 

"It  was  determined  to  move  on  during  the 
night  The  distance  to  Turkey  Island  Bridge, 
the  point  on  James  river  which  was  to  be 
reached,  by  the  direct  road  was  six  miles.  But 
those  vast  numbers  could  not  move  over  one 
xuuTow  road  in  days;  henoe  eveiy  by-road,  no 


matter  how  circuitous,  had  been  searched  out  by 
questioning  prisoners  and  by  oavalry  excursiooa. 
Every  one  was  filled  by  one  of  the  advandug 
columns.  The  whole  fVont  was  in  motion  by 
seven  p.  h.,  Qen.  Keyes  in  command  of  the  ad- 
vance. 

"  I  rode  with  Gen.  Howe's  brigade  of  Couch's 
division,  taking  a  wagon-track  through  dense 
woods  and  precipitous  ravines  winding  sinuously 
far  around  to  the  left,  and  striking  the  river 
some  distance  below  Turicey  Island.  Oommeno- 
ing  at  dusk,  the  march  continued  until  daylight 
The  night  was  dark  and  fearfiiL  Heavy  thunder 
rdled  in  turn  along  each  point  of  the  heavens,  and 
dark  clouds  overspread  the  entire  canopy.  We 
were  forbidden  to  speak  aloud ;  and,  lest  the  light 
oi  a  cigar  should  present  a  target  for  an  am- 
bushed rifle,  we  were  cautioned  not  to  smoke. 
Ten  miles  of  weary  marching,  with  frequent 
halts,  as  some  one  of  the  hundred  vehicles  of 
the  artillery  train,  in  our  center,  by  a  slight  de- 
viation, crashed  against  a  tree,  wore  away  the 
hours  to  dawn,  when  we  debouched  into  a  mag- 
nificent wheat-field,  and  the  smoke-stack  of  the 
Gralena  was  in  sight  Xenophon's  remnant  of 
the  Ten  Thousand,  shouting, '  The  seal  the  seal* 
were  not  more  glad  than  we." 
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ever,  that  the  entire  Army  of  Vir- 
giiiia  was  present,  engaged  in  or  sup- 
porting the  attack,  and  animated  by 
a  sangnine  confidence  that  its  re- 
sults could  differ  only  in  being  more 
decisive  from  those  of  the  recent 
bloody  conflicts.  But  much  time 
was  consumed  in  getting  into  position 
and  bringing  up  the  artillery  neces- 
sary to  respond  to  our  heavy  and 
weU-placed  batteries,  so  as  to  cover 
the  advance  of  assaulting  columns  of 
infantry. 

Jackson,  at  3  p.  ic,  pushed  forward 
D.  H.  Hill's  division  on  his  right, 
and  Whiting's  on  his  left,  with  part 
of  Ewell's  in  the  center,  holding  his 
own  division  in  reserve;  Huger 
simultaneously  advancing  on  their 
right,  with  Kagruder's  three  divi- 
sions on  his  right,  under  general 
orders  to  break  our  lines  by  a  con- 
centric fire  of  artillery,  and  then 
"  charge  with  a  yell"  on  our  entire 
firont  with  columns  of  infantry, 
which,  however  torn  and  thinned  by 
our  fire,  should  rush  right  over  our 
defenses,  as  they  did  in  the  final  as- 
sault at  Gaines's  Mill,  and  drive  our 
fagitive  army  into  the  James  far  more 
hurriedly  than  Porter's  wing  had  been 
driven  across  the  Chickahominy. 

The  in&ntiy  attack,  after  a  brief 
cannonade,  was  made  accordingly,  and 
for  the  most  part  with  great  intrepid- 
ity;  and,  though  the  carnage  was  fear- 
fid,  some  ground  was  gained  by  Ma- 
gruder  on  our  left,  where  Kershaw's 
and  Semmes's  brigades,  of  McLaws's 
division,  charged  through  a  dense 
wood,  nearly  up  to  our  guns ;  as  did 
those  of  "Wright,  Mahone,  and  An- 
derson, still  farther  to  their  right, 
and  Barksdale,  nearer  to  the  center ; 
while  D.  H.  Hill,  with  Jackson's  fore- 
most division,  charged  on  Couch's 


and  Griffin's  divisions,  holding  our 
advance  on  the  right.  Being  unsup- 
ported, however,  by  the  general  ad- 
vance which  had  been  ordered.  Hill 
was  hurled  back  with  heavy  loss, 
though  Ewell's  and  Jackson's  own 
divisions  had  meantime  been  sent 
forward  to  his  aid ;  |is  A.  P.  Hill's 
division  was  brought  up  by  Long- 
street  to  the  aid  of  Magruder. 


MALTXBir  HILL. 

A  Warren^s      brigade' 

B  Bnefaanan*s  ** 

0  ChapiDftn^s  ** 

D  Griffin's  •• 

S  MartindAle*t  ** 

9  BatterfUld**  "* 

0  CoQch't  dlT 
H  CMej*s  *" 

1  Keftrn7*s  dlr. 
J  Hooker's  ♦♦ 
K  Sed^wt«k*8  dir. 
L  BIchudSQii^t       *" 
M  Smith's  dir. 
H  Slocam't            •* 
O  MoGaU*s  dir. 
P  OftTslrjr. 


PortAi^B  oorps. 


EeyM^eorps. 
HetntsaliiMn*t  coips. 
Samnei^s  oorpa. 
I^raaUln^s  oorpsi 


Porter,  with  Sykes's  and  Morell's 
divisions,  held  our  left,  with  Couch's 
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diviBion  next,  then  Kesmy  and  Hook- 
eiTj  forming  Heintzelman's  corps ;  next 
to  these^  Sedgwick  and  Eichardson, 
under  Sumner ;  with  Smith  and  Slo- 
cnm,  under  Franklin,  on  our  right ; 
while  McCaH'fl  shattered  Pennsylva- 
nia Eesenres  and  our  cavalry  were 
posted  in  the  rear,  near  the  river. 
Batteries  above  batteries,  along  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  rendered  the  attack 
little  less  than  madness,  on  any  other 
presumption  than  that  our  men  were 
cowards,  who,  if  resolutely  charged, 
would  inevitably  run.  Apart  from 
the  great  strength  of  our  position,  we 
had  more  men  than  the  Bebels,  and 
many  more  and  heavier  guns ;  and 
then  the  battle  opened  too  late  in 
the  day  to  justify  a  rational  hope  of 
success :  the  main  assault  being  made, 
after  a  very  considerable  pause  for 
preparation,  so  late  as  6  p.  m.  ;  yet  it 
was  made  with  such  desperation — ^the 
sheltering  woods  enabling  the  Bebels 
to  form  their  columns  of  assault  with- 
in a  few  hundred  yards  of  our  bat- 
teries, emerging  on  a  full  run,  and 
rushing  upon  our  lines  in  utter  reck- 
lessness of  their  withering  fire — ^that 
Sickles's  brigade  of  Hooker's  division, 
and  MeaghOT^s,  of  Richardson^s  divis- 


ion, were  orda*ed  up  to  the  support 
of  Porter  and  Couch,  who  held  our 
right  front,  which  Jackson  was  charg- 
ing ;  but  not  one  of  our  guns  was 
even  temporarily  captured  or  seri- 
ously imperiled  throughout  the  figbt, 
wherein  the  losses  of  the  Bebels  must 
have  been  at  least  treble  our  own.** 
Darkness  closed  this  one-sided  car- 
nage ;  though  our  guns  were  not  all 
silent  till  9  o'clock,  when  the  Bebels 
on  our  iront  had  been  fairly  driven 
out  of  range;  though  on  our  left  they 
sunk  to  rest  in  ravines  and  hollows 
somewhat  in  advance  of  the  ground 
they  had  held  when  their  artillery 
first  opened.  And  still,  as  through- 
out the  struggle,  our  gunboats  con- 
tinued to  throw  their  great  missiles 
clear  over  the  left  of  our  position, 
into  the  fields  and  woods  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  probably  doing 
little  positive  execution,  since  that 
enemy  was  not  in  sight,  but  adding 
materiaUy  to  the  discomforts  of  his 
position.  Gen.  McClellan,  who  had 
been  down  to  Harrison's  Bar  in  the 
Galena,  in  the  morning,  landed  to- 
ward night,  and  was  on  the  field 
during  the  last  desperate  charge  of 
the  enemy.** • 


^^  Jackson  reports  the  loss  of  his  corps  (com- 
prising his  own,  Swell's,  Whiting's,  and  D.  H. 
mi's  divisions)  in  this  fight:  377  killed,  1,746 
wounded,  39  missmg;  total,  2,162.  Magnider 
thinks  his  loss  will  not  exceed  2,900  killed  and 
wounded,  out  of  86,000  or  28,000  under  his  or- 
ders. Brig.-Qen.  Banaom  reports  the  losses  in 
his  brigade  at  499,  out  of  3,000.  Brig.-Gen. 
ICahone,  of  Huger's  dlTision,  reports  a  total  loss 
of  321,  out  of  1,826.  Gen.  A.  R.  Wright  reports 
the  loss  of  hii  already  weakened  brigade,  in 
this  fight,  at  362.  D.  B.  Jones  reports  the 
losses  in  his  division  at  833.  Among  the 
wounded  in  this  fight  were  Brig.-Oen.  Jones, 
Ya.;  CoL  Ransom,  36th  N.  C,  sererelj;  and 
Col  Bamseur,  49th  H.  a 

Brig.-Gen.  J.  K  Trimble,  of  BweU's  divis- 
ion, giving  an  account  of  the  conduct  of  his  bri- 
gade in  this  battle,  sajs: 


"  The  next  morning,  bv  dawn,  I  went  off  to 
ask  for  orders;  when  I  found  &e  whole  armj 
in  the  utmost  disorder;  thousands  of  straggling 
men  aaldng  every  passer-by  for  their  regiment; 
ambulances,  wagons,  and  artQlery,  obstructing 
every  road ;  and  altogether,  in  a  drenching  rain, 
presenting  a  scene  of  the  most  woeful  and  dis- 
heartening conAision.** 

^  There  has  been  much  unseemly  controversy 
respecting  McQdIan*s  being  or  not  behig  on  a 
gunboat  during  this  action ;  the  interest  thereof 
being  heightened  by  tiiis  passage  in  Gen.  }Ls 
testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct 
of  the  War: 

'^Question:  Were  you  down  to  the  river,  or  on 
board  the  gunboats  during  any  part  of  that  day, 
between  the  time  you  left  the  field  and  your  re- 
turn to  Hf 

**  Answer:  I  do  not  remember ;  it  is  possible  I 
may  have  been,  as  my  oan^  was  directly  on  the 
I  river." 
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Our  victoriouB  army  began  at  once 
to  evacuate,  by  order,*'  the  strong 
position  wherein  they  had  jnst 
achieved  bo  decided  and  bloody  a 
saocesB,  leaving  their  dead  nnburied 
and  many  of  their  wounded  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  mak- 
ing a  hurried  and  disorderly**  n%ht- 
march,  over  roads  badly  overcrowd- 
ed, to  the  next  position  selected  by 
their  commander,  at  Harrison's  Bar, 
seven  mUes  down  the  James.  The 
movement  was  covered  by  Keyes's 
corps,  with  the  cavalry,  wliich  did 


not  leave  Malvern  till  after  daylight 
of  the  2d.  The  last  of  our  wagons 
was  not  in  place  at  the  new  position 
till  the  evening  of  the  3d,  when  the 
rear-guard  moved  into  camp,  and 
the  army  was  at  rest.  A  unall 
Rebel  force  had  followed  our  rear- 
guard, and  this  day  threw  a  few 
shells;  but  was  soon  driven  off  by 
the  response  of  our  batteries  and 
gunboats. 

Qen.  McCleUan  reports  the  aggre- 
gate losses  of  his  army  in  the  Seven 
Days'  fighting  and  retreating,  from 


The  following  extract  from  the  Diary  of  Dr. 
R.  B.  Tan  Grieson,  then  Surgeon  of  the  gunboat 
Ghdena,  of  which  the  aocuracj  is  not  disputed, 
•eems  to  embodj  all  the  essential  facts : 

"U.  S.  Stiambr  Galena,  Julj  1,  1862. 

^9  A.  iL  HoClellan  has  just  oome  on  board 
again. 

'*  10  A.  M.  Under  way  down  the  river,  taking 
ICcClellan  with  us;  who,  being  considerably  fa- 
tigued, has  gone  into  the  cabin  for  a  little  dleep. 
About  noon,  we  came  to  Harrison^s  Bar. 

**  13:30  p.  IL  Tug  came  alongside,  and  took 
HoOlellan  and  Franklin  to  the  encampment  In 
about  an  hour,  MoGlellan  returned, when  we  start- 
ed up  the  river.  As  we  pass  on  up,  we  can  hear 
heavy  firing.  After  passing  Garter's  Landing,  it 
iikcreases  to  a  perfect  roar.  McClellan,  though 
qideUy  smoking  a  oigar  on  the  quarter-dedc, 
seems  a  little  anxious,  and  looks  now  and  then 
Inquiringly  at  the  sigxuJ  officer,  who  is  receiving 
a  message  from  shore.  After  a  while,  the  sig- 
nal officer  reports  'Heavy  firing  near  Porter's 
Division.'  Next  came  a  message  demanding  his 
presence  on  shore.  A  boat  is  manned,  and  Mo- 
C3dlan  left  The  firing  still  oontinuea — ^nearer 
asd  louder  than  befbre.  About  6  p.  iL,  we  ran 
a  little  farther  up^  and  threw  in  a  few  shell  with 
goodefibct 

*^  9  p.  x.  The  firing  has  about  ceased.  News 
CO  shore — 'Slaughter  immense' — 'Enemy  in 
fdn  retreat' 

**  10  p.  iL  McClellan  has  just  returned  with 
Gen.  Marcy.  Mac  says  'They  took  one  gun 
from  us  yesterday ;  but  to-day  we  have  taken 
many  c^  their  guns  and  oolors.' 

**' Yes,' saidMarqy,  *  we  whipped  them  like  the 
devU  to-day.' 

"  12  x.  From  what  I  can  gather  from  the 
conversation  of  McClellan,  we  may  expect  to  see 
the  miyor  part  of  the  army  at  Hurison's  Land- 
ing to-morrow." 

Gen.  McCleUan,  in  his  report,  says: 

"I  left  Haxall's  for  Malvern  soon  after  day- 
tweak.  Accompanied  by  several  general  officers, 
I  oooe  more  made  the  entire  dronit  of  the j>osi- 
tkm,  and  then  retomed  to  Uaxall's,  whence  I 
moX  with  C^^t  Rodgers  to  select  the  finalloca- 


tion  for  the  army  and  its  dep6t8.  I  returned  to 
Malvern  before  &e  serious  fighting  commenced ; 
and,  after  riding  along  the  lines,  and  seeing  most 
cause  to  feel  anxious  about  the  right,  remained 
in  that  vicinity." 

The  Rebels  made  no  attack  on  our  right,  and 
it  was  at  no  time  in  action. 

**Even  Fitz-John  Porter's  devotion  to  his 
chief  was  temporarily  shaken  by  this  order, 
which  elicited  his  most  indignant  protest 

^Gen.  Hooker,  when  examined  before  the 
Conunittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  testified 
with  regard  to  this  affair  as  follows : 

4*  Quea, :  Were  you  in  the  battle  of  Malvern  7 

"Anatoer:  Yes,  sirj  and  at  that  place  we 
won  a  great  victory. 

"  Q, :  Could  you  have  gone  into  Richmond 
after  that  fight? 

"  A, :  I  have  no  doubt  we  oould.  The  day 
before,  I  liad  had  a  fight  at  Glendale ;  and,  un* 
der  the  orders,  I  had  to  leave  my  wounded  be- 
hind me,  and  I  left  two  surgeons  to  take  care  of 
them.  The  enemy,  in  commg  to  Malvern,  had 
to  march  right  by  my  hospital.  My  surgeons 
afterward  reported  to  me  that  about  3  p.  m.  on 
the  day  of  the  battle  of  Malvern,  the  enemy 
commenced  falling  back,  and  kept  it  up  all 
night;  that  they  were  totally  demoralized, 
many  of  the  men  going  off  into  the  woods  and 
trying  to  conceal  themselves  from  their  officers; 
and  that  they  were  two  days  collecting  their 
forces  together. 

^  Q. :  Had  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  Malvern 
been  followed  up  by  our  whole  force,  what 
would  have  been  the  probable  result  ? 

*'^.;  Richmond  would  have  been  ours  be- 
yomd  a  doubt 

"  Q, :  Instead  <^  that,  you  fell  back  to  Harri- 
son's Landing  ? 

*'  -4. ;  Yes,  sir.  We  were  ordered  to  retreat ; 
and  it  was  like  the  retreat  of  a  whipped  army. 
We  retreated  like  a  parcel  of  sheep ;  everybody 
on  the  road  at  the  same  time;  and  a  few  shot^ 
from  the  Rebels  would  have  panio-slricken  the 
whole  command.'* 
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Mechanicsville  to  HarriBon's  Bar,  at 
1,682  killed,  7,709  wounded,  and 
5,968  missing ;  total,  16,249."  This 
may  or  may  not  include  those  aban- 
doned to  the  enemy  in  hospitals, 
most  of  whom  are  probably  numbered 
among  the  wounded.  Lee's  report 
does  not  state  the  amount  of  his 
losses,  but  says  it  is  contained  in 
"  the  accompanying  tables ;"  which 
the  Confederate  authorities  did  not 
see  fit  to  print  with  his  report.  He 
sums  up  his  trophies  as  follows : 

"  The  siege  of  Richmond  was  raised ;  and 
the  olijeot  of  &  campaign  which  had  been 
prosecuted,  after  months  of  preparation,  at 
an  enormous  expenditure  of  men  and 
money,  completely  frustrated.  More  than 
10,000  prisoners,  including  officers  of  rank, 
62  pieces  of  artillery,  and  upwards  of  85,000 
stand  of  small  arms,  were  captured.  The 
stores  and  supplies  of  every  description, 
which  fell  into  our  hands,  were  great  in 
amount  and  value,  but  small  in  comparison 
with  those  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  His 
losses  in  battle  exceeded  our  own,  as  attest- 
ed by  the  thousands  of  dead  and  wounded 
left  on  every  field;  while  his  subsequent 
inaction  shows  in  what  condition  the  sur- 
vivors reached  the  protection  to  which  th^ 
fled." 

The  "  inaction"  thus  vaunted  was 
mutual.  Lee  did  not  see  fit  to  re- 
peat at  Harrison's  Bar  his  costly  ex- 
periment at  Malvern;  but,  after 
scrutinizing  our  hastily  constructed 
defenses,  and  guessing  at  the  num- 
bers and  spirit  of  the  men  behind 
them,  withdrew  **  to  Richmond,  leav- 
ing but  a  brigade  of  cavalry  to  watch 
and  report  any  fresh  evidences  of  ac- 
•  tivity  on  our  side.  None  being  af- 
forded, he  sent  Gen.  French,  with  43 
guns,  to  approach  Harrison's  Bar 
stealthily  on  the  south  side  of  the 


river,  during  the  night,**  and  open  a 
fire  on  our  camps  and  vessels,  where- 
by we  had  10  killed  and  15  wounded, 
with  some  little  damage  to  tents,  &c 
French  desisted  after  half  an  hour's 
firing,  or  so  soon  as  our  guns  were 
brought  to  bear  upon  him,  and  de- 
camfed  before  daylight.  G^n.  Mo* 
Clellan  thereupon  occupied  and  for- 
tified Cc^gin's  Point,  on  that  side  of 
the  river;  and  was  no  farther  mo- 
lested. 


^       V^«       <^      9        MILES 


rOSmOH  AT  HABBUON^S  LAlTDIKe. 

Even  if  we  raise  our  actual  losses 
of  men  in  the  Seven  Days'  to  20,000, 
it  is  doubtful  that  they  much,  if  at  all, 
exceeded  those  of  the  Rebels,  whose 


*^  List  qfkilUd,  wounded  and  mUHfUf  in  ihs  Army  of 
ifu  Potomac^  from  tJu  26^  qf  June  to  ihtlst  qf 
July^  1808,  ineluHve, 


1.  IfoCAirs  dlTislon. 
%.  Sumner^B  oorp«.. 
8w  HeinteelBuoi'*  **.. 
4.  Keyei*  "*,. 


XUled.  ITotmU  JfUs'a.  Thtal 
....268  1,240  1,581  8,074 
....  187  1,076  848  8,111 
....  189  1.061  888  2,078 
....    09        607        201        m 


JCiUed.  Woun'd,  UiM'a,  Totak 

R  Porter's     corps 020      2,460      1,198      4.278 

6L  Franklin's      *•     845      1,818      L179      8,787 

Engineers. —  8         21  28 

Osvalry. 19         60         97        17« 


•Total , 1,682      7,709     6,968    15,8I» 

^•JuljB.  ♦'July  31. 
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reckless  attacks  on  onr  strong  posi- 
tions at  Mechanics  ville,  Gaines's  Mill, 
Glendale,  and  Malvern,  being  stoutly 
resisted,  mnst  have  cost  them  very 
dearly.  The  official  reports  of  two 
corps  commanders  show  an  aggre- 
gate of  9,336  killed,  wounded,  and 
TnifiBJng  ;*•  while  other  *•  subordinate 
reports  indicate  heavy  losses  in  other 
divisions.  On  the  whole,  it  is  fair  to 
estimate  our  total  loss  at  15,000 
killed  and  wounded,  and  5,000  un- 
-wounded  prisoners;  and  the  Eebel 
as  at  least  equal  to  ours,  minus  the 
prisoners  and  the  guns. 


Gen.  McClellan  had  telegraphed 
the  President  from  Haxall's,  on  the 
morning  of  this  battle,  that :  "  My 
men  are  completely  exhausted,  and  I 
dread  the  resxdt  if  we  are  attacked 
to-day  by  fresh  troops.''  Next  day 
(2d),  he  telegraphed  from  Harrison's 
Bar  that,  "  As  usual,  we  had  a  severe 
battle  yesterday,  and  beat  the  enemy 
badly ;  the  men  fighting  even  better 
than  before."  Next  day  (3d),  he 
telegraphed  again  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  that  he  presumed  he  had  not 
over  "50,000  men  left  with  their 
colors ;"  and  that,  "  To  accomplish 
the  great  task  of  capturing  Rich- 
mond and  putting  an  end  to  this  Re- 
bellion, reenforcements  should  be  sent 
to  me  rather  much  over  than  less 
than  100,000  men."  The  President 
bad  advised  him,  the  day  before,  that 


there,  were,  in  all,  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghanies,  less  than  75,000  men  not 
already  on  the  James,  including 
those  under  Gen.  Wool  at  Fortress 
Monroe;  so  that  to  send  him  even 
50,000  was  impossible. 

The  President  went  down  **  to  the 
Army  at  Harrison's  Bar,  and  found 
86,000  men  there.  As  160,000  had 
gone  into  that  Army  on  the  Penin- 
sula, he  wrote  for  an  account  of  the 
residue.  Gen.  M.  replied  "  that  his 
force  then  "  present  for  duty"  num- 
bered 88,665;  absent  by  authority, 
34,472;  absent  without  authority, 
3,778 ;  sick,  16,619 ;  present  and  ab- 
sent, 144,407.  Of  those  absent  by 
authority,  he  says  that  one-half  were 
probably  fit  for  duty ;  but,  having  got 
away  on  sick  leave  or  otherwise,  had 
failed  to  return.  The  Adjutant- 
General's  office  reported  (July  20th) 
Gen.  McClellan's  army  as  numbering 
— Present  for  duty,  101,691 ;  on  spe- 
cial duty,  sick,  or  in  arrest,  17,828 ; 
absent,  38,795 ;  total,  168,314.  This 
does  not  include  Gen.  Wool's  nor 
Gen.  Bumside's  force,  then  at  or 
near  Fortress  Monroe. 


Upon  a  suggestion"  firom  Gen, 
Halleck  at  Washington  that  deserters 
had  reported  the  Rebels  moving 
southward  of  the  James,  leaving  but 
a  small  force  in  Richmond,  G^n. 
McClellan  ordered  Gen.  Hooker, 
with  his  own  division  and  Pleasan* 


«•  EilUtU  WowCd,  Mimfg.  Total 

jAckton^s 966         4,417         «        6,446 

A.P.  Hm^* «1»         8,2T1         —        8,8W 


Totol 


..1,085       7,688 


9^ 


•  Brig.-OeiL  B.  S.  Eipley,  Rebel  chief  of  ar- 
tiUerj,  reports  that  his  brigade  entered  into 
these  fights  2,366  strong,  including  pioneers  and 
ambulanoe  corps,  of  whom  889  fell  at  Malyem, 
and  3  out  oi  4  Colonels  were  killed.  Brig.-Gen. 
Oariand  reports  his  loss  in  all  the  battles  at  192 
kSUed,  637  wounded,  16  missing;  total,  844. 


Howell  Cobb  reports  that  his  brif^e,  of  Ma* 
gruder*s  division,  went  into  bbttle  at  Sarage^B 
Station  2,700  strong;  whereof  but  1,500  ap« 
peared  on  the  battle-field  of  Malvern,  where 
nearly  600  of  them  were  killed  and  woimded. 
Among  the  Rebel  officers  killed  during  the 
Seven  Days  were  Gen.  Griffith,  Miss.;  Cols.  C. 
C.  Pegues,  5th  Ala.,  Allen,  2d  V&,  Fulkerson, 
commanding  Texas  brigade,  and  Lt-CoL  Faison, 
SdN.O. 
•Juljt.  •'July  16.  "July  30. 
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ton's  cavalry,  to  advance  npon^and 
seize  Malvern  HilL  Through  the 
incompetency  of  his  guides,  Hooker's 
first  attempt  miscarried ;  but  it  was 
renewed  the  next  night/'  and,  not- 
withstanding the  ample  notice  of  it 
given  to  the  enemy,  proved  an  easy 
success;  Hooker  driving  the  Bebels 
from  Malvern  with  a  loss  of  barely 
14,  and  taking  100  prisoners;  Col. 
Averill,  with  part  of  Pleasanton's 
cavalry,  pushing  north  to  White  Oak 
Swamp  Bridge,  driving  thence  the 
10th  Yi]^nia  cavaliy  and  capturing 
28  men  and  horses.  This  advance, 
promptly  and  vigorously  followed  up 
in  force,  would  doubtless  have  placed 
McOlellan  in  Richmond  forthwith. 

But  Gen.  M.  had  already  received 
an  order  **  directing  a  withdrawal  of 
his  army  by  water  to  Acquia  creek, 
to  support  a  fresh  demonstration  on 
Bichmond  from  the  Bappahannock ; 
which  order  he  began  **  most  reluct- 
antly to  obey;  of  course,  recalling 
Qen.  Hooker  from  Malvern.  He  was 
now  eager  to  resume  the  offensive 
with  far  smaller  reenforcements  than 
he  had  recently  pronounced  indis- 
pensable, and  suggested  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  Bumside's  men,  they  might 
be  spared  him  frx>m  Pope's  army  on 
the  Bappahannock  and  fix>m  the 
West.  Gen.  Halleck — assuming  the 
correctness  of  McClellan's  own  mis- 
taken assumption  as  to  the  strength 
of  the  Bebel  Army  of  Virginia — ^re- 
plied **  with  crushing  cogency  as  fol- 
lows: • 

*^  Allow  me  to  allude  to  a  few  of  the  faets 
in  the  case. 

"  You  and  yonr  officers  at  our  interview 
estimated  l^e  enemy's  forces  in  and  around 
Richmond  at  200,000  men.  Since  then, 
you  and  others  report  that  they  have*  re- 
oeived  and  are  receiving  large  reenforce- 


ments from  the  South.  Gkn.  Pope's  army, 
now  covering  Washington,  is  only  about 
40,000.  Tour  eflTective  force  is  only  about 
90,000.  Tou  are  about  thirty  miles  from 
Richmond,  and  Gen.  Pope  eighty  or  ninety, 
with  the  enemy  directly  between  you, 
ready  to  fall  with  his  superior  numbers 
upon  one  or  the  other,  as  he  may  elect ; 
neither  can  rSenforoe  the  other  in  case  of 
such  an  attack. 

*^  If  Gen.  Pope's  army  be  diminished  to 
r&enforce  you,  Washington,  Maryland,  and 
Pennsylvania  would  be  left  uncovered  and 
exposed.  If  yonr  force  be  reduced  to 
strengthen  Pope,  yon  would  be  too  weak  to 
even  hold  the  position  you  now  occupy, 
should  the  enemy  turn  around  and  attack 
you  in  fall  force.  In  other  words,  the  old 
Army  of  the  Potomac  b  split  into  two  parts, 
with  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy  directly 
between  them.  They  cannot  be  united  by 
land  without  exposing  both  to  destruction : 
and  yet  they  must  be  united.  To  send 
Pope's  forces  by  water  to  the  Peninsula,  is, 
under  present  droumstances,  a  military  im- 
possibility.  The  only  alternative  is  to  send 
the  forces  on  the  Peninsula  to  some  point 
by  water — say  Fredericksburg — where  the 
two  armies  can  be  united.      *      *      * 

"  But,  you  will  reply,  why  not  rSenforce 
me  here,  so  that  I  can  strike  Richmond 
from  my  present  position  ?  To  do  this,  you 
said  at  our  interview,  that  you  required 
80,000  additional  troops.  I  told  you  thnt 
it  was  impossible  to  give  you  so  many. 
You  finally  thoiight  that  you  would  have 
some  chance  of  success  with  20,000.  Bat 
you  afterward  telegraphed  me  that  you 
would  require  85,000,  as  the  enemy  was 
being  largely  reenfbrced. 

"  If  your  estimate  of  the  enemy's  strength 
was  correct,  your  requisition  was  perfectly 
reasonable ;  but  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
fill  it  until  new  troops  could  he  enlisted 
and  organized ;  which  would  require  several 
weeks. 

"  To  keep  your  army  in  its  present  posi- 
tion until  it  could  be  so  r6enforced,  would 
almost  destroy  it  in  that  climate.  The 
months  of  August  and  September  aro  al- 
most fatal  to  whites  who  live  on  that  part 
of  James  river ;  and,  even  after  you  receive 
the  reenforcements  asked  for,  you  admitted 
that  you  must  reduce  Fort  Darling  and  the 
river  batteries  before  you  could  advance  ou 
Richmond. 

^^  It  is  by  no  means  oertdn  that  the  re- 
duction of  these  fortifications  would  not  re- 
quire considerable  time — ^perhaps  as  much 
as  those  at  Torktown. 

**  This  delay  might  not  only  be  fatal  to 
the  health  of  your  army,  but  in  the  mean 


*  August  i-6. 


'On the 4tb,  dated 8d. 


'August  7. 


'August  6. 
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time  Qen.  Pope^a  forces  would  be  exposed 
to  the  heavy  blows  of  the  enemy,  without 
the  slightest  hope  of  assistance  from  yoa. 

^In  regard  to  the  demoralizing  effect  of 
a  withdrawal  from  the  Peninsok  to  the 
Rappahannock,  I  mnst  remark  that  a  large 
nmnber  of  your  highest  officers — indeed,  a 
majority  of  those  whose  opinions  have  been 
reported  to  me — are  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  movement.  Even  several  of  those  who 
originally  advocated  the  line  of  the  Penin- 
sola,  now  advise  its  abandonment.'* 

Gren.  McOlellan  forthwith  com- 
menced embarking  his  sick  and 
five  of  his  batteries,  which  had  been 
assigned  to  Bnmside;  who,  having 
been  ordered  on  the  Ist  to  Acqnia 
oreek,  had  immediately  reembarked 
his  men,  reaching  his  destination  on 
the  3d,  and  promptly  sending  back 
his  vessels  to  McClellan,  who  had 
been  invested  with  complete  control 
over  the  immense  fleet  of  transports 
then  in  the  Potcnnac,  Hampton 
Boads,  and  the  James.  The  latter 
commenced  as  if  expecting  to  embark 
his  entire  force,  including  even  the 
cavalry,  at  Harrison's  Bar;  bnt  re- 
peated and  nrgent  messages  from 
Washington,  announcing*'  that  the 
Bebels  were  crossing  the  Bapidan  in 
force,  and  pressing  Pope,  soon  im- 
pelled him  to  move  the  bulk  of  his 
troops  by  land  to  Fortress  Monroe ; 
the  two  leading  corps  (Porter's  and 
Heintzelman's),  preceded  by  Averill's 


cavalif ,  taking  that  road  on  the  14th, 
crossing  the  Ohickahominyby  apon- 
tocm-bridge  at  Barrett's  Ferry  and 
at  Jones's  Bridge;  and  Gen.  M., 
with  the  rear-guard,  breaking  camp 
and  following  the  army  on  the  16th ; 
crossing  and  removing  the  pontoon- 
bridge  on  the  morning  of  the  18th. 
The  retreat  was  covered  by  Gen. 
Pleasanton  with  the  remaining 
cavalry. 

Gen.  Porter  was  under  orders  to 
halt  the  advance  at  Williamsburg 
until  the  crossing  was  complete ;  but, 
intercepting  there  a  letter  whidi  ap- 
prised him  that  the  enemy  were  con- 
centrating rapidly  on  Pope,  with 
intent  to  crush  hhn  before  he  could 
be  reenforced,  he  took  the  responsi- 
bility of  pressing  on  to  Newport 
News,  which  he  reached  on  the  18th, 
having  marched  60  miles  in  three 
days ;  and  on  the  20th  his  corps  had 
embarked  and  was  on  its  way  to 
Acquia  creek.  On  that  day,  the  last 
of  the  army  had  reached  its  prescrib- 
ed points  of  embarkation  at  Yoric- 
town,  Newport  News,  and  Fortress 
Monroe.^  Heintzelman  embarked 
atTorktown  on  the  21st;  Franklin 
at  Fortress  Monroe  on  the  22d; 
Keyes  had  been  left  at  Torktown  to 
cover  the  embarkation,  should  any 


**  August  10. 

■•  Gen.  Victor  Le  Due,  iHio  entered  the  serrioe 
m  (kpMa.  and  A.  Q.  IL,  ftud  who  acted  as  Di- 
Tiaioii  Quartermaster  throughout  the  retreat 
from  before  Richmond,  and  thence  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  being  promoted  for  eminent  efficiency 
to  be  a  Corps  Quartermaster  thereafter,  thus 
sums  up,  in  bis  priyi^  diarj,  under  date  of  Sept. 
Ist^th,  1862,  the  results  of  Ms  experience  and 
obsenration : 

"  I  am  confident  that  there  has  been  gross 
mismanagement  in  this  whole  aifair.  With  all 
the  resources  that  GoTermnent  places  in  the 
bands  of  officers,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
should  hare  been  transferred  fh>m  the  Peninsula 
to  Aoquia  creek  or  Alexandria  and  landed,  and 


in  as  good  condition  as  when  thej  embarked,  aU 
within  two  weeks.  Each  corps  as  a  unit  should 
hare  been  embarked  and  landed  bj  itself,  and 
its  transportation  haye  accompanied  it;  and, 
with  the  two  wharves  at  Newport  News,  incon- 
Tenient  as  they  are,  three  days  and  nights  was 
ample  time  in  which  to  put  the  transportation 
on  shipboard ;  three  days  more  would  have  been 
occupied  In  discharging  it  ol^  and  setting  it  up, 
and  one  day  in  tranutu — seven  days.  Three 
corps  oould  have  shipped  at  the  same  time— one 
at  F6rtress  Monroe,  one  at  Newport  News,  and 
one  at  Torktown.  It  has  taken,  in  fact,  nearly 
one  month;  and  will  be  an  entlie  month  before 
all  have  arrived." 

This  view  assumes  that  sufficient  transporta- 
tion was  always  in  readiness  exactly  where  and 
when  it  was  required;  which  is  unproved. 
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Bebel  force  be  sent  down  the  Penin- 
sula on  the  track  of  our  army ;  but 
there  was  none,  and  our  retreat  was 
entirely  unmolested — the  attention 
and  forces  of  the  enemy  being  now 
absorbingly  devoted  to  Pope.  Gen. 
McCleUan  and  staff  embarked  at 
Fortress  Monroe  on  the  SSd,  and  re- 
ported at  Acquia  creek  next  day; 
coming  up  to  Alexandria,  by  Gen, 
Halleck's  request,  on  the  26th. 

Thus  ended  the  unfortunate  Pen- 
insular campaign  of  the  ihagnificent 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Its  unsuc- 
cess  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
enemy  nearly  always  chose  the  time 
and  place  of  combat;  and,  though 
uniformly  inferior  in  aggregate  num- 


bers, usually  contrived  to  bring  the 
larger  force  into  action — ^fighting  two- 
thirds  to  three-fourths  of  his  entire 
strength  against  one-fourth  to  one- 
half  of  ours.  Our  commander,  in- 
cessantly calling  urgently  for  reen- 
forcements,  never  brought  into  action 
nearly  all  he  already  had,  save  that 
at  Malvern  the  enemy  forced  a  con- 
flict before  our  army  could  again  be 
scattered,  and  thus  incurred  a  sting- 
ing repulse,  though  a  large  portion 
of  our  men  were,  even  then,  not 
enabled  to  fire  a  shot.  Never  before 
did  an  army  so  constantly,  pressingly 
need  to  be  reenforced — not  by  a 
corps,  but  by  a  leader ;  not  by  men, 
but  by  a  man. 


VIII. 
GEN.  POPE'S   VIEGINIA   CAMPAIGN. 


Gen.  John  Pope,  having  been 
summoned  from  the  West  for  the 
purpose,  was  selected  by  the  Presi- 
dent, after  consultation  with  Q^n. 
Scott,  for  the  command  of  a  force  to 
be  designated  the  Army  of  Virginia, 
and  to  consist  of  all  the  troops  then 
covering  Washington  or  holding  the 
lower  end  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
This'  army  was  to  be  composed  of 
three  corps,  under  Maj.-Gens.  Fre- 
mont, Banks,  and  McDowell  respec- 
tively; but  Gen.  Fremont  was  re- 
lieved, at  his  own  request,  from  serv- 
ing under  one  whom  he  regarded  as 
his  junior,  and  the  command  of  his 
corps  assigned  to  Gen.  Sigel.  The 
entire  strength  of  this  newly  organ- 
ized army  was  nearly  50,000  men, 
scattered    from    Fredericksburg    to 


Winchester,  of  whom  40,000  might 
be  considered  disposable.  To  Gen. 
Pope  was  assigned  the  duty  of  cover- 
ing Washington  and  protecting  Ma- 
ryland, with  its  great  railroad,  while 
threatening  Bichmond  from  the  north. 
He  had  at  first  intended  and  expected 
to  advance  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Kichmond,  and  there  unite  in  the 
operations  of  McClellan  against  that 
city.  But  he  was  appointed  on  the 
very  day  *  when  Lee's  designs  against 
McClellan's  right  wing  were  devel- 
oped at  Mechanicsville ;  and,  before 
he  could  concentrate  his  army,  the  re- 
treat through  White  Oak  Swamp  to 
Harrison's  Landing,  by  exposing  his 
meditated  advance,  unaided,  to  a 
succession  of  blows  from  the  entire 
Rebel  Army  of  Virginia,  rendered 


"  July  26. 
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sndi  a  movement  simple  madness. 
In  order,  however,  to  effect  at  least 
a  diversion  in  favor  of  McClellan's 
worsted  army,  and  to  enable  it  to 
abandon  the  Peninsnla  without  fur- 
ther loss,  he  drew  Sigel  from  Middle- 
town,  via  Front  Royal,  to  Sperry ville, 
on  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Eappa- 
hannock,  near  the  Blue  Ridge ;  while 
Banks,  following  nearly  the  same 
route  from  the  Valley,  came  in  a  few 
miles  farther  east;  and  Ricketts's 
division  of  Gen.  McDowell's  corps  ad- 
vanced south-westwardly  from  Ma- 
nassas Junction  to  a  point  a  little 
eastward  of  Banks.  Pope  wrote  to 
Gen.  McCleUan,  then  on  the  Penin- 
sula, a  letter  proposing  hearty  coop- 
eration and  soliciting  suggestions, 
which  elicited  but  a  vague  and  by 
no  means  cordial  response."  He  had 
doubtless  suggested  to  the  President 
the  appointment  of  a  common  mili- 
tary superior ;  whereupon  Maj.-G^n. 
Halleck  was  relieved  of  his  command 
in  the  West  and  called*  to  Washing- 
ton as  General-in-Chief,  assuming 
command  July  23d. 


Before  quitting  Washington*  for 
the  field,  Pope  had  ordered  Geiu 
TCing,  at  Fredericksburg,  to  push 
forward  detachments  of  his  cavalry 
to  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad  and 
break  it  up  at  several  points,  so  as  to 
impede  the  enemy's  communication 
between  Richmond  and  the  Valley ; 
which  was  effected.  He  had  like- 
wise directed  Gen.  Banks  to  advance 
an  infantry  brigade,  with  all  his 
cavalry,  to  Culpepper  Court  House, 
thence  pushing  forward  cavalry  so 
as  to  threaten  Gordonsville.  The 
advance  to  Culpepper  having  been 
unresisted,  Banks  was  next  ordered  * 
to  send  Hatch,  with  all  his  cavalry, 
to  capture  Gordonsville,  destroy  the 
railroad  for  10  or  16  miles  east  of  it, 
and  thence  push  a  detachment  as  far 
as  Charlottesville,  burning  bridges 
and  breaking  up  railroads  as  far  as 
possible;  but  Hatch,  taking  along 
infantry,  artillery,  and  heavy  trains, 
was  so  impeded  by  bad  roads  that  he 
had  only  reached-  Madison  Court 
House  on  the  17th — a  day  after 
Ewell,  with  a  division  of  Lee's  army 


'  HcClellan  and  his  lieutenants  Iiad  of  course 
read  and  resented  Pope's  address  to  his  army  on 
taking  the  field,  which  thej,  not  unreasonablyi 
interpreted  as  reflecting  on  their  strategy, 
though  Pope  disclaims  such  an  application.  Its 
text  is  as  fdlows: 

"Washinoton,  July  14,  1862. 
^^  lb  the  Offieers  and  Soldiers  of  (he  Army  of 
Virgima: 

''By  special  assignment  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  I  baye  assumed  command  of 
this  anny.  I  have  spent  two  weeks  in  learning 
your  whereabouts,  your  concUtion,  and  your 
wants;  in  preparing  you  for  active  operations, 
and  hi  placing  yon  in  positions  from  which  you 
can  act  promptly  and  to  the  purpose. 

**  I  hive  come  to  you  from  the  West,  where 
we  haTe  idways  seen  the  backs  of  our  enemies 
— from  an  anny  whose  business  it  has  been  to 
seek  the  adversary,  and  to  beat  him  when  found 
—whose  policy  has  been  attack,  and  not  defense. 

"In  but  one  instance  has  the  enemy  beon 
able  to  place  our  Western  armies  in  a  defensive 
attitude.  I  presume  that  I  have  been  called 
here  to  pursue  the  same  system,  and  to  lead  you 


against  the  enemy.    It  is  my  purpose  to  do  so; 
and  that  speedily. 

"I  am  sure  you  long  for  an  opportunity  to 
win  the  distinction  you  are  capable  of  achieving. 
That  opportimity  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  you. 

"  Meantime,  I  desire  you  to  dismiss  from  your 
minds  certain  phrases  which  I  am  sorry  to  find 
much  in  vogue  amongst  you. 

"  1  hear  coustantly  of  taking  strong  positions 
and  holding  them— of  lines  of  retreat  and  of  bases 
of  supplies.    Let  us  discard  such  ideas. 

"The  strongest  position  a  soldier  should  de- 
sire to  occupy  is  one  from  which  he  can  most 
easily  advance  against  the  enemy. 

"  Let  us  study  the  probable  lines  of  retreat  of 
our  opponents,  and  leave  our  own  to  take  care 
of  themselves.  Let  us  look  before,  and  not  be* 
hind.  Success  and  glory  are  in  the  advance. 
Disaster  and  shame  lurk  in  the  rear. 

"  Let  ufl  act  on  this  understanding,  and  it  is 
safe  to  predict  that  your  banners  shall  be  in- 
scribed with  many  a  glorious  deed,  and  that 
your  names  will  be  dear  to  your  countrymen 
forever.  John  Pope, 

**  Maj.-G^en.  Commanding.^' 

•  July  11.  *  July  29.        '  July  14. 
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from  Richmond,  had  reached  Gor- 
doi^yille,  rendering  its  capture  by 
favaby  impossible.  Pope  at  once 
order€Mi  Hatch,  ihrongh  Banks,  to 
move  westwwrdly  across  the  Blue 
Ridge  from  Ma^son,  with  1,500  to 
2,000  picked  men,  and  swoop  down 
upon  and  destroy  the  railroad  west- 
ward of  that  bwrier.  Hatch  com- 
menced this  movement;  but,  soon 
becoming  discouraged,  gave  it  up, 
and  returned,  via  SperryviUe,  to 
Madison.  Pope  thereupon  relieved 
him  from  command,  appointing  Gen. 
Buford,  chief  of  artillery  to  Banks's 
corps,  in  his  stead. 

At  length.  Pope,  having  joined 
his  army,  ordered  *  Banks  to  move 
forward  to  Hazel  Run,  while  Gen. 
McDowell,  with  Ricketts's  division, 
advanced  from  Waterloo  Bridge  to 
Culpepper,  which  Crawford's  brigade 
of  Banks's  corps  had  already  oc(yi- 
pied  for  several  days.  Buford,  with 
his  cavalry,  held  Madison  0.  H., 
picketing  the  upper  fords  of  the  Ra- 
pidan,  and  as  low  down  as  Bamett's 
Ford ;  while  Bayard  was  posted  on, 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad, 
near  the  Rapidan  river,  picketing 
the  fords  from  Bamett's  as  low  down 
as  Raccoon  Ford.  The  enemy  cross- 
ing a  considerable  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  junction  of  Buford's 
and  Bayard's  pickets,  both  Generals 
reported  their  advance;  but  it  was 
some  days  before  it  was  determined 
whether  they  were  intending  to  ad- 
vance in  force  on  Madison  C.  H.,  or 
toward  Culpepper  0.  H.  On  the 
8th,  the  Rebels  pressed  Bayard's 
pickets,  and  his  force  fell  back 
toward  Culpepper  0.  H.,  followed  by 
the  enemy. 

Pope,  under  instructions  to  pre- 


serve his  communications  with  Gen. 
King 'at  Fredericksburg,  ordered*  a 
concenlration  of  his  infantry  and 
artiUexy  upon  Culpepper,  his  head- 
quarters, and  pushed  forward  Craw- 
ford's brigade  toward  Cedar  (or 
rather  Slaughter's)  Mountain:  an 
eminence  commanding  a  wide  pros- 
pect to  the  south  and  east,  and  which 
should  have  been  occupied  and  forti- 
fied by  our  forces  some  days  before. 
Banks,  by  order,  advanced  prompt^ 
ly  from  Hazel  Run  to  Culpepper; 
but  Sigel,  still  at  Sperryville,  instead 
of  m.oving  at  once,  sent  to  ascertain 
by  which  route  he  should  come; 
thus  losing  several  hours,  and  ar- 
riving too  late  to  be  of  use.  Gen. 
Banks,  by  order,  moved  forward  next 
morning*  toward  Cedar  Mountain, 
supporting,  with  the  rest  of  his  corps, 
the  advance  of  Gen.  Crawford,  under 
verbal  orders  from  Pope,  which  were 
reduced  to  writing  by  his  Adjutant, 
in  these  words : 

"  OuLPKPPEK,  Aug.  9th — 9:45  a.  m. 
**From  Col.  Lewis  Marshall :  Gen.  Banks 
will  moye  to  the  front  immediately,  assume 
command  of  all  the  forces  in  the  front,  de- 
ploy his  skirmishers  if  the  enemy  approach- 
es, and  attack  him  immediately  as  soon  as 
he  approaches,  and  be    r&enforced  from 

Calling  on  Pope  as  he  left  Culpep-. 
per.  Banks  asked  if  there  were  ftir- 
ther  orders,  and  was  referred  to  Gen. 
Eoberts,  Pope's  chief  of  staff,  who 
was  to  accompany  him  and  indicate 
the  line  he  was  to  occupy ;  which  he 
took :  Roberts  saying  to  him  repeat- 
edly before  he  left,  "  There  must  be 
no  backing  out  this  day;''  words 
needingno  interpretatiouj  andhardly 
such  as  should  be  addressed  by  a 
Brigadier  to  a  Major-General  com- 
manding a  corps. 


*  AngnstT. 


*  August  8. 


'Augusts. 
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Stonewall  Jackson,  with  his  own 
division,  following  Ewell'^  had 
reached  Gordonsville  July  19th, 
and,  sending  thence  for  reenforce- 
ments,  had  received  A.  P.  BQlPs  di- 
vision, increasing  his  force  to  some 
25,000  men;  with  which  he  ad- 
vanced,' driving  back  our  cavaby 
and  reaching  Slaughter's  or  Cedar 
Mountain  this  day."  From  the 
splendid  outlook  afforded  by  this 
mountain,  he  saw  his  opportunity, 
and  resolved  to  profit  by  it.  Push- 
ing forward  EweU's  division  on  the 
Culpepper  road,  and  thence  to  the 
right  along  the  western  slope  of  the 
mountain,  but  keeping  it  thoroughly 
covered  by  woods  which  concealed 


its  numbers,  he  advanced  four  guns 
to  the  front,  and  opened  tire  upon 
Crawford's  batteries;  his  own  divi- 
sion,  under  Winder,  being  thrown 
out  to  tho  left  as  it  arrived,  still 
under  cover  of  the  woods.  Ewell's 
batteries  were  successfully  posted  at 
the  foot  of  the  moimtain,  some  200 
feet  above  the  valley,  whence  their 
fire  was  far  more  effective  than 
ours.  Meantime,  Hill's  division  was 
arriving,  and  being  sent  in  to  the 
support  of  whatever  portion  of  the 
Eebel  line  was  weakest,  imtil  not 
less  than  20,000  veterans,  with  every 
advantage  of  position  and  shelter, 
formed  the  Eebel  line  of  battle; 
against  which  Banks's  6,000  or  8,000 


1   ^  T 


OBDAX  MOUMTAnr. 


Xieplanationi 
A  Podtioii  of  Gen.  Bank«*B  oorps  both  before  md  after 

hlft  Adranoe  upon  tbe  enemy«  on  tbe  afternoon  of  Aog.  9. 
B  Farthest  advaooe  of  Qen.  Banka^s  ootps,  and  plaoe  of 

■erereat  fighting. 


b  Podtlon  of  Bebel  troopa  corresponding  with  posi- 
tion B. 

a  Farthest  advanee  of  Bebels  in  the  afternoon,  lh>a 
which  pc^nt  they  wen  driven  eyening  of  Aug.  9. 


•  August  T. 


*  August  a 
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advanced,  at  5  p.  h.,  across  opeii  fields 
and  up  gentle  acclivities,  thorongUy 
swept  by  the  Edbel  cannon  and  mus- 
ket^. 

Had  victory  been  possible,  they 
would  have  won  it.  Early^s  brigade 
of  Swell's  division  held  the  road,  and 
was  so  desperately  charged  in  front 
and  on  its  right  flank,  that  it  held  its 
ground  only  by  the  opportune  arrival 
of  Thomas's  brigade  of  Hill's  divi- 
sion ;  while  the  left  of  Jackson's  di- 
vision, under  Taliaferro,  was  so  as- 
sailed in  flank  and  rear  that  one 
brigade  was  routed  and  the  whole 
flank  gave  way,  as  did  also  Early's. 
But  the  odds  were  too  heavy ;  and, 
though  our  men  proved  themselves 
heroes,  they  could  not  defeat  three 
times  their  number,  holding  the  foot 
of  a  mountain  and  covered  by  woods. 
The  best  blood  of  the  Union  was 
poured  out  like  water,  but  in  vain. 
Gten.  Gteary,  who,  with  five  Ohio  re- 
giments and  the  28th  Pennsylvania, 
made  the  most  desperate  charge  of 
the  day,  was  himself  wounded,  with 
most  of  his  officers.  Gten.  Crawford's 
brigade  came  out  of  the  fight  a  mere 
skeleton.  The  109th  Pennsylvania, 
102d  New  York,  and  several  other 
raiments,  left  half  their  number 
dead  or  vvounded  on  that  fatal  field. 
Qens,  Augur  and  Carroll  were  se- 
verely wounded ;  as  were  Cols.  Don- 
nelly, 46th  Pa.,  Creighton,  7th  Ohio, 
and  If  ajors  Savage,  2d  Mass.,  Arm- 
strong, 5th  Ohio,  and  Pelouze, 
Banks's  Adjutant.  Qten.  Prince  was 
taken  prisoner  after  dark,  by  acci- 
dent, while  passing  from  one  part  of 
his  command  to  another.  Our  loss 
in  killed  and  wounded  could  hardly 
have  been  less  than  2,000  men. 
We  were  not  so  much  beaten  as  fair- 
ly crowded  off  the  field ;  where  Jack- 
voL.  n. — 12 


son  claims  to  have  taken  400  prish 
oners,  1  gun,  and  5,302  small  arms, 
with  a  loss  on  his  part  of  223  lolled, 
including  Gen.  0.  S.  Winder,  2  Lt.- 
Colonels,  and  a  Major;  with  1,060 
wounded :  among  them  Cols.  Wil- 
liams and  Sheffield,  8  Majors,  and  31 
missing;  total,  1,314. 

Gen.  Pope  had  remained  through- 
out the  day  at  Culpepper,  neither 
desiring  nor  expecting  a  serious  en- 
gagement, and  assured  from  time  to 
time  that  only  skirmishing  was  going 
on  at  the  fl*ont ;  until  the  continuous 
roar  of  cannon  assured  him,  soon 
after  5  o'clock,  that  the  matter  was 
grave.  Ordering  forward  Bicketts's 
division,  he  arrived  with  it  on  the 
field  just  before  dark,  and  directed 
Baiiks  to  draw  in  his  right  wing  upon 
his  center,  so  as  to  give  room  for 
Kicketts  to  come  into  the  %ht ;  but 
the  Bebels,  though  victorious,  ad- 
vanced with  great  caution,  and,  find- 
ing themselves  confronted  by  fi^h 
batteries,  recoiled,  after  a  sharp  ar- 
tillery duel,  and  took  shelter  in  the 
woods.  Sicketts's  guns  continued 
vocal  until  midnight ;  t>ut  of  course 
to  little  purpose.  Meantime,  Sigel's 
corps  b^an  to  arrive,  and  was  sent 
to  the  front  abreast  of  Bicketts's; 
Banks's  corps  being  withdrawn  two 
miles  to  the  rear  to  rest  and  reorgan- 
ize. 

But  there  was  no  more  fighting. 
Jackson  clung  to  his  moimtain  jtnd 
his  woods  till  the  night  of  the  11th ; 
when,  aware  that  King's  division  hod 
just  come  up  fit)m  Fredericksburg, 
and  that  Pope  was  about  to  strike  at 
his  communications,  and  thus  com- 
pel him  to  fight  on  equal  terms,  he, 
leaving  a  part  of  his  dead  unburied, 
retreated  rapidly  across  the  Bapidan« 
Our  cavalry  pursued  him  to  that 
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gtream,  picking  up  a  number  of 
stragglers. 

Gen.  Reno,  with  8,000  of  Bnm- 
side's  corps,  having  joined"  him, 
Qen.  Pope  advanced  his  infantry  to 
Eobertson's  river  and  Raccoon  Ford, 
with  his  center  at  and  around  Cedar 
Mountain,  and  b^an  again  to  operate 
with  his  cavahy  on  the  enemy's  com- 
munications, until  satisfied  that  the 
whole  Rebel  Army  of  Virginia  was 
rapidly  assembling  to  overwhelm 
him ;  one  of  his  cavahy  expeditions 
having  captured  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's 
Adjutant,  bearing  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Lee,"  at  Gordonsville,  which  clearly 
indicated  that  purpose.  Holding  his 
advanced  position  to  the  last,  so  as 
to  aflfbrd  time  for  the  arrival  of  Mc- 
Olellan's  army,  he  commenced  "  a  re- 
treat across  the  Rappahannock,  which 
was  eflTected  in  two  days  without  loss ; 
and,  though  the  Rebels,  of  course, 
followed  sharply  with  their  cavalry, 
reaching  the  river  on  the  morning  of 
the  20th,  they  found  the  fords  so 
guarded  and  fortified  that  they  could 
not  be  forced  without  heavy  loss;  so, 
after  three  days  of  skirmishing  and 
artillery-firing  at  Kelly's  Ford  and 
Rappahannock  Station,  they  com- 
menced a  movement  up  the  stream, 
with  intent  to  turn  our  right. 

Pope,  stiU  under  orders  to  main- 
tain his  communications  with  Fre- 
dericksburg, was  unable  to  extend 
his  right  farther  without  too  much 
weakening  his  center,  and  tele- 
graphed again  and  again  to  Wash- 
ington that  he  must  be  reenforced  or 
retreat  He  was  assured,  on  the 
21st,  that,  if  he  could  hold  on  two 
days  longer,  he  should  \>e  so  amply 
strengthened  as  to  enable  ]pja  to  as- 
sume the  offensive ;  yet,  on  the  25th, 


barely  7,000  men  had  reached  him. 
He  had  resolved  to  recross  the  Rap- 
pahannock on  the  night  of  the  22d, 
and  fall  upon  the  fluik  and  rear  of 
the  long  Rebel  colunm  constantly 
passing  up  the  river;  but,  during 
that  night,  a  heavy  rain  set  in,  which, 
before  morning,  had  drowned  all  the 
fords  and  carried  away  the  bridges  in 
his  front,  rendering  his  meditated 
blow  impossible. 

During  that  night.  Gen.  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart,  with  1,500  Rebel  cavalry  and 
2  guns,  having  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Waterloo  Bridge  and 
Hart's  Mill  during  the  preceding  day, 
pushed  on  imobserved  to  Warrenton, 
surprised  Gen.  Pope's  headquarters- 
train  near  Catlett's  Station,  during  the 
intense  rain  and  darkness ;  capturing 
Pope's  field  Quartermaster  and  his 
dispatch-book,  with  a  quantity  of  uni- 
forms and  personal  baggage,  burn- 
ing the  wagons,  and  trying  to  bum 
the  railroad  bridge  over  Cedar  Run ; 
but  the  tremend9us  rain  then  fall- 
ing defeated  this  design.  Stuart 
claims  to  have  reached  the  Rap- 
pahannock at  Warrenton  Springs,  on 
his  return  next  day,  with  300  pris- 
oners and  many  horses,  here  crossing 
unharmed,  after  a  night's  bivouac 
and  a  little  skirmishing.  Pope's 
actual  headquarters  during  this  raid 
were  near  Rappahannock  Station; 
but  our  army  trains  were  parked 
around  Catlett's,  and  guarded  by 
1,500  infantry  and  five  companies  of 
cavalry ;  so  that  Stusurt's  cheap  suc- 
cess inflicted  on  us  more  disgrace 
than  injury — a  disgrace  which  the 
intense  darkness  and  pouring  rain 
explain,  but  do  not  excuse. 

Still,  the  enemy  confronting  us  in 
ample  force  at  Rappahannock  Sta> 
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tian,  Snlplmr  Springs,  and  Waterloo 
Bridge,  kept  moving  heavy  columnB 
np  their  side  of  the  river,  with  evi- 
dent intent  to  flank  and  fall  upon 
our  right;  and  Pope,  dicing  along 
the  turnpike  from  Warrenton  to 
Gainesville,  resolved  there  to  give 
battle.  Meantime,  Heintzelman's 
long-expected  corps  from  McClellan's 
army  had  reached  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion," and  Porter  had  reported  from 
the  neighborhood  of  Bealton  Station ; 
while  Sturgis,  Cox,  and  franklin, 
were  telegraphed  from  Washington 
to  be  just  at  hand.  Pope,  therefore, 
believed,  and  had  a  right  to  believe, 
that  he  was  to  be  supported,  in  the 
stm^le  now  imminent,  by  40,000  to 
50,000  veterans  from  the*  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  had  made  disposi- 
tions and  given  orders  accordiogly. 
He  requested  G^n.  Halleck  to  push 
Franklin  with  all  speed  to  Gaines- 
ville; and  sent  orders  to  Manassas 
Junction  that  the  first  division  which 
reached  that  point  from  Alessandria 
should  halt  and  take  post  in  the 
works  at  that  place,  pushing  forward 
its  cavalry  toward  Thoroughfare  Gap 
to  watch  the  enemy's  movements  in 
that  quarter;  while  Gen.  Sturgis, 
commanding  at  Alexandria,  had  al- 
ready been  directed  "  by  him  to  post 
strong  guards  along  the  raUroad  from 
Manassas  Junction  to  Catlett's,  per- 
sonally superintending  the  execution 
of  this  order. 

Sigel,  who  had  slowly  moved  up 
the  Rappahannock,  and  encountered^* 
a  Rebel  force  at  Great  Bun,  two 
miles  below  the  Sulphur  Springs,  had 
easily  driven  it,  but  not  till  it  had 
had  time  to  destroy  certain  bridges ; 
and  the  great  flood  then  prevailing 
compelled  him  to  halt  and  rebuild 


them  before  advancing.  Supported 
by  Gens.  Reno  and  Banks,  he  crossed 
Great  Run  next  morning  ^*  and  occu- 
pied Sulphur  Springs  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  from  the  Rebel  bat- 
teries over  the  Rappahannock,  re- 
building the  Sulphur  Springs  bridge, 
and  pushing  forward  in  the  direction 
of  Waterloo  Bridge,  which  was  oc- 
cupied by  Gen.  Buford's  cavalry  at 
noon  of  that  day;  Sigel's  advance, 
under  Milroy,  arriving  late  in  the 
afternoon :  when  our  army  may  be 
said  to  have  been  concentrated, 
facing  to  the  west,  with  SigePs  corps 
and  Buford's  cavaky  near  the  Rap- 
pahannock at  Waterloo  Bridge,  wi^ 
Banks's  behind  it;  Reno's  farther 
east,  and  very  near  Sulphur  Springs ; 
McDowell,  with  Ricketts's  and  King's 
divisions,  at  Warrenton;  Heintzel- 
man  behind  him  at  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion, where  Sturgis  and  Cox  were 
hourly  looked  for;  while  Franklin 
was  expected  to  come  in  on  his  right, 
and  Porter  to  push  forward  and  join  ^ 
Reno.  But  unsuccessful  fighting 
and  constant  marching  had  by  this 
time  reduced  Sigel's  corps  to  9,000 
effectives;  Banks's  to  6,000;  Mc- 
Dowell's, including  Reynolds's  divi- 
sion, to  16,500 ;  and  Reno's  tb  7,000 ; 
to  which  add  4,000  thoroughly  used- 
up  cavalry,  and  Pope's  army  proper 
could  bring  into  action  hardly 
40,000  men.  Add  to  these  the  corps 
of  Heintzelman  and  Porter,  just  ar- 
rived from  McOellan's  army,  and  it 
might  be  said  that  his  whole  com- 
mand numbered  nearly  60,000 ;  but 
Heintzelman  had  reached  Warren- 
ton Junction  by  railroad,  without 
artillery  or  wagons,  with  only  four 
rounds  of  ammunition  to  the  man, 
and  without  horses  even  for  his  field 
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officers ;  while  Porter,  at  Warrenton 
Junction,  had  a  very  small  supply  of 
provisions  and  l)arely  40  rounds  of 
cartridges  per  man. 

Lee,  who  had  by  this  time  nearly 
his  whole  army  on  the  Eappahan- 
nock,  had  abandoned  the  idea  of 
forcing  a  passage  of  that  river,  in 
favor  of  an  effort,  by  a  long  flank 
movement,  to  turn  our  right.  To 
this  end,  Jackson  was  directed  to 
take  the  advance,  cross  above  Water- 
loo, and  move  aroicnd  our  army  bo 
as  to  strike  the  railroad  in  its  rear ; 
while  Longstreet,  following,  was  to 
menace  our  front  and  fix  Pope's  at- 
tention until  Jackson's  hazardous 
movement  should  be  accomplished. 

Jacksoii  moved  rapidly  across** 
the  Bappahannock  at  Hinson's  Mill, 
four  miles  above  Waterloo,  and  en- 
camped that  night  at  Salem,  behind 
the  BuU  Bun  Mountains,  between 
Thoroughfare  and  Manassas  Gaps, 
Starting  early  next  morning,  he 
passed  through  Thoroughfare  Gap 
and  moved  south-eaQterly  by  Gaines- 
ville, where  he  was  joined  by  Stuart 
with  two  cavalry  brigades ;  striking 
before  dark'*  the  Alexandria  Ef^lroad 
at  Bristow  Station,  thus  placing  him- 
self directly  between  Pope's  far  su- 
perior force  and  his  base  at  Alexan- 
dria or  Washington ;  having  encoun- 
tered no  resistance.  In  fact.  Pope 
seems  to  have  been  completely  de- 
ceived," with  his  cavalry  still  watch- 
ing for  a  Bebel  advance  from  the 
Bappahannock;  as  two  trains  of  cars, 
moving  northward  from  Warrenton, 


arrived  at  Bristow  soon  after  Jack- 
son, to  whom  they  fell  an  easy  prey. 
So  far,  Jackson's  success  had  been 
without  flaw;  but  his  position  was 
critical,  and  there  was  obviously  no 
time  to  be  lost.  Weary  and  foot- 
sore as  were  his  men,  he  at  once  dis- 
patched Gen.  Trimble,  with  the  21st 
North  Carolina  and  21st  Q-eorgia  in- 
fantry, under  Stuart — ^who  took  part 
of  his  cavalry — ^with  orders  to  strike 
Manassas  Jxmction,  seven  miles  fsur- 
ther  north,  carry  it  at  all  hazards, 
and  capture  the.  large  amount  of 
stores  there  collected,  Stuart  moved 
slowly,  because  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  as  well  as  the  weariness 
of  his  command ;  but,  sending  CoL 
Wickham,  with  the  4:th  Viiginia  cav- 
alry, to  the  rear  of  the  Junction,  he 
chained  and  carried  it  with  his  in- 
fantiy  before  midnight,  capturing  8 
guns,  800  prisoners,  1T5  horses,  200 
new  tents,  10  locomotives,  7  trains 
loaded  with  provisions  and  muni- 
tions, and  immense  quantities  of 
quartermaster  and  commissary  stores. 
Our  forces,  consisting  of  the  11th 
New  York  battery  and  4  or  5  com- 
panies of  infantry,  seem  to  have  been 
taken  by  surprise;  which  is  the  more 
unaccountable  since  a  train,  which 
had  barely  escaped  capture  at  Bris- 
tow, had,  some  hours  before,  run  by 
the  Junction  at  full  speed,  rushing 
into  a  down  train  loaded  with  sol- 
diers, which  was  standing  on  the 
track  at  Bull  Bun  bridge,  four  miles 
east  of  Manassas,  completely  demol- 
ishing 5  freight  cars,  killing  3  sol- 


»  Aug.  26.  '•Aug.  26. 

**  Oeu.  Banks,  from  hia  poeition  near  the  Rap- 
pabannock,  reported  to  Pope  at  11:25  a.  h.  on 
the  25th,  that  his  Aid,  Ool  Clark,  in  charge  of 
the  Signal  Corps,  had  obserred  a  general  move- 
'  uent  of  the  Rebel  army  to  the  west  and  north. 
Banks  adds :  "  It  seems  to  be  apparent  that  the  en- 


emy is  threatenmg,  or  moving  up  the  VaUey  of  the 
Shenamdoah^  via  Front  Boyal,  with  designs  upon 
the  Potomao— possibly  beyond."  Pope,  at  War- 
reuton  Junction,  at  9:30  that  night,  sent  to  Me- 
Dowell  at  Warrenton,  that,  "  I  believe  the  whole 
force  of  the  enemy  has  marched>bri^  SheMomdoaih 
VaJUey,  by  way  of  Luray  and  Front  BoyaL" 
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cHers,  and  sererely  wounding  others ; 
the  conductor  and  engineer  of  the 
fbgitire  train  being  themselves  badly 
injured.  A  surprise  at  the  Junction, 
whereby  4  of  our  guns  were  taken  at 
the  first  dash  of  the  Bebel  cavalry, 
and  an  immense  amount  of  proper^ 
lost,  which  a  well-officered  regiment 
might  have  saved,  could  never  have 
occurred  in  any  service  but  ours. 

Ck>l.  Scammon,  with  the  11th  and 
13th  Ohio,  of  Gen.  Cox's  division, 
recently  from  West  Virginia,  was  sta- 
tioned at  Union  Mills,  across  Bull 
Bun,  whither  a  few  of  our  routed 
handful  at  Manassas  escaped,  giving 
the  alarm.  He  at  once  ordered  an 
advance  upon  the  Junction,  which 
brought  on,  at  daylight,'^  a  conflict ; 
wherein  our  men  were  worsted  and 
driven  back  across  Bull  Bun  Bridge, 
which  Scammon  attempted  to  hold ; 
but  by  noon  he  was  fairly  beaten  off, 
retreating  up  the  railroad  toward 
Alexandria ;  while  part  of  the  Bebel 
cavalry,  justly  elated  with  their  tri- 
umph, pushed  across  and  raided, 
burnt,  and  destroyed  at  wiU,  at  Fair- 
fiuE,  and  on  to  Burke's  Station. 

Meantime,  Brig.-Gen.  George  W. 
Taylor,  with  the  1st,  2d,  8d,  and  4th 
New  Jersey  infantry,  of  Franklin's 
division,  had  been  sent  forward  by 
rail  from  Alexandria,  and,  debarking 
near  Centerville,  pushed  eagerly  for- 
ward to  r^ain  the  lost  fight;  but 
by  this  time  Jackson,  who  was  quite 
aware  that  moments  were  precious, 
had  l^^ught  up  from  Bristow  his 
own  and  A.  P.  Hill's  diviiaions,  com- 
prising 10  brigades  and  12  batteries : 
by  which  Tayl(*  was  quickly  routed, 
himself  losing  a  1^  in  the  encoun- 
ter; the  Bebels  remaining  com- 
pletely masters  of  the  situation. 


Pope,  considerably  astonished,  b^ 
gan  by  this  time  to  have  a  realizing 
sense  of  his  condition.  He  had  this 
morning"  ordered  McDowell,  with 
Sigel  and  Beynolds,  to  move  rapidly 
on  Gainesville,  so  as  to  reach  it  that 
night;  while  Beno,  followed  by 
Kearny's  division  of  Heintzelman's 
corps,  was  directed  to  move  on 
parallel  roads  to  Greenwich,  and 
thence  communicate  at  once  with 
McDowell,  supporting  him  if  re- 
quired. Pope  lumself^  with  Hooker's 
division  of  Heintzelman's  corps, 
moved  directly  up  the  railroad 
toward  Manassas,  ordering  Porter 
to  remain  at  Warrenton  Junction 
until  Banks  should  arrive  from  Fay- 
etteville,  when  he  should  march 
forthwith  on  Gainesville,  where  a 
battle  was  anticipated.  The  trains 
were  instructed  to  keep  in  the  rear 
of  Hooker,  protected  by  the  corps 
behind  him  from  attack. 

Approaching  Bristow  Station  that 
afternoon.  Hooker  encountered  the 
division  of  Ewell,  which  had  been 
left  there  by  Jackson  on  his  advance 
to  Manassas;  when  a  sharp  %ht 
occurred,  in  which  Ewell  was  ove^ 
powered  and  driven,  with  a  loss  of 
some  800  on  each  side ;  Ewell  losing 
a  part  of  his  baggage,  but  burning 
the  bridge  and  thoroughly  destroying 
the  railroad.  He  of  course  fell  bade 
on  Jackson  at  Manassas;  while 
Hooker,  from  want  of  ammunition, 
was  unable  vigorously  to  pursue  him. 

Jackson,  justly  afraid  of  being  as- 
sailed by  Pope's  entire  army,  was 
forced  to  evacuate  Manassas,  moving 
westward,  in  order  to  unite  more 
readily  with  Longstreet,  then  known 
to  be  approaching;  and  compelled 
to  bum  some  thousands  of  barrels  of 
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flonr,  beef,  pork,  and  bacon,  whereof 
the  Eebel  army  stood  in  greater  need 
than  did  ours.  McDowell,  Kearny, 
and  Beno  reached,  daring  the  night, 
the  positions  assigned  them  by  Pope. 

Longstreet  had  only  started  the 
day  before  from  the  sonth  side  of  the 
Bappahannock,  opposite  Warrenton 
Springs,  and  had  not  yet  entered 
Thoroughfare  Gap.  Could  McDow- 
ell but  block  it  effectually  with  a  few 
regiments  and  batteries,  while  the 
rest  of  our^  army  was  hurled  upon 
Jackson,  our  triumph  must  be  cer- 
tain and  decisive.  Hence  Pope, 
about  dark,  sent  back  explicit  orders 
to  Porter,  at  Warrenton  Junction,  to 
move  forward  at  1  a.  m.,"  and  report 
to  headquarters  at  Bristow,  10  miles 
distant,  during  the  night  or  early  next 
morning.  This  order  Porter  failed  to 
obey ;  not  moving  till  after  daylight, 
and  not  reaching  Bristow  till  10^  a.  m. 

McDowell  was  likewise  ordered, 
at  9  p.  M.,*^  to  press  forward,  at  the 
very  earliest  dawn,  toward  Manassas 
Junction,  resting  his  right  on  the 
Manassas  Gap  Bailroad,  while  Beno 
advanced  simultaneously  from  Green- 
wich upon  Manassas,  and  Kearny 
upon  Bristow.  Kearny  reached  Bris- 
tow at  8  A.  M.,"  with  Beno  on  his 
left,  and  was  immediately  pushed 
forward,  followed  by  Hooker,  on  the 
track  of  Ewell.  McDowell  gave 
orders  for  the  required  movement  at 
3  a.  h.  ;  but  Sigel,  who  held  his  ad- 
vance, had  not  fairly  cleared  Gtdnes- 
viDe  at  Ti  a.  m. 

Meantime,  Jackson,  who  was  not 
easily  caught  napping,  had  com- 
menced his  evacuation  of  Manassas  at 
8  A.  ic,  moving  vi&  Centerville ;  and 
thus  escaping  the  destruction  which 
probably  awaited  him  had  he  per- 


sisted in  seeking  a  more  immediate 
junction  with  Longstreet's  advance. 
Pope  reached  Manassas,  with  Kear- 
ny's division  and  Beno's  corps,  about 
noon;  Jackson  having  left  with  his 
rear-guard  an  hour  earlier.  Pope 
immediately  pushed  forward  all  his 
forces  in  hand  upon  Centerville, 
ordered  Porter  to  come  up  at  once 
to  Manassas,  and  McDowell  to  ad- 
vance toward  Centerville.  Mean- 
while, McDowell,  unordered,  had 
detached  Bicketts's  division  and  sent 
it  toward  Thorough&re  Gap ;  so  that 
it  was  no  longer  available  for  the 
directed  movement  on  Centerville. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  Kearny 
occupied  Centerville ;  Jackson's  rear- 
guard retreating  by  Sudley  Springs ; 
while  part  of  his  force  took  the  War- 
renton turnpike  toward  Gainesville, 
impeding  our  advance  on  both  roads 
by  destroying  the  bridges  over  Bull 
Bun  and  Cub  Bun.  At  6  p.  m., 
Jackson's  advance,  now  moving 
toward  Thoroughfare  Gap,  encoun- 
tered King's  division  of  McDowell's 
corps,  and  a  sanguinary  combat  en- 
sued, which  was  terminated  by  dark- 
ness, the  advantage  being  on  the  side 
of  the  Bebels.  The  loss  on  both  sides 
was  heavy;  and  among  the  Bebel 
woxmded  were  Maj.-Gen.  Ewell  and 
Brig.-Gen.  Taliaferro;  the  former 
severely. 

Pope,  still  at  Centerville,  was  ap- 
prised of  this  collision  at  10  p.  m., 
and  then  felt  that  he  had  Jackson 
sure.  Sending  orders  to  McDowell 
and  King  to  hold  their  ground  at  all 
hazards,  and  directing  Kearny  to 
push  forward  at  1  a.  m."  from  Cen- 
terville, along  the  Warrenton  turn- 
pike, and  to  hug  Jackson  close,  so  as 
to  prevent  his  retreating  northward 
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toward  Leesbnrg;  and  to  Porter, 
whom  he  supposed  to  be  now  at 
Manassas  Junction,  to  move  upon 
CenterviUe  at  dawn,  he  confidently 
expected  to  have  Jackson  inclosed 
and  early  in  the  morning  assailed  by 
35,000  on  either  side,  who  were  to 
crash  him  before  Longstreet  could 
possibly  arriva 

But  he  was  reckoning  without  his 
host— or  rather,  without  the  other 
one.  Gen.  Longstreet's  advance  had 
reached  Thoroughfare  Gap  at  3 
p.  ic.,*^  and  passed  through  it;  but 
encountered  on  this  side  a  superior 
force,  strongly  posted,  by  which  it 
was  easily  repulsed.  As  there  was 
no  time  to  be  lost.  Gen.  D.  B..  Jones, 
with  two  brigades,  was  sent  in  at 
once ;  while  Hood,  with  two  others, 
following  a  mountain  foot-path,  at- 
tempted to  turn  our  right ;  and  Wil- 
cox, with  two  more,  making  a  circuit 
through  Hopewell  Gap,  three  miles 
north,  was  to  come  in  on  our  rear. 

Bicketts^s  single  division  was  of 
course  unable  to  stand  against  Long- 
street's  heavy  corps,  and  was  driven  off 
with  loss,  commencing  its  retreat  just 
at  dark.  Longstreet's  whole  force 
was  pushed  rapidly  through  the  pass, 
and,  early  next  day,"  its  van  was  in 
Gtainesville,  pressing  on  to  the  rescue 
of  Jackson,  its  steps  quickened  by  the 
roar  of  cannon,  and  meeting  no  re- 
sistance to  the  desired  concentration ; 
McDowell  and  King  having  got  out 
of  the  way  during  the  night,  retreat- 
ing on  Manassas  Junction.  When 
Longstreet,  before  noon,  came  rapidly 
into  action  on  the  right  of  Jackson, 
abeady  hotly  engaged,  the  Bebel 
army  was  once  more  reunited,  and 
felt  itself  invincible. 

Pope,  apprised,  just  before  njom- 


ing,  of  King's  abandonment  of  the 
Gainesville  road,  had  sent  orders  to 
Sigel,  at  Groveton,  to  advance  and 
attack  vigorously  at  daylight,  siqn 
ported  by  Beynolds ;  while  Heintzdr 
man,  with  Hooker's  and  £eamy'B 
divisions,  Was  to  push  forward  from 
CenterviUe  toward  Gainesville ;  Beno 
following,  with  orders  to  attack 
promptly  and  vigorously.  Fitz-John 
Porter,  with  his  own  corps  and  King's 
division,  was  to  move  firom  Manassas 
upon  the  Gainesville  road  with  all 
speed,  with  intent  to  turn  Jackson's 
flank  at  the  intersection  of  the  War- 
renton  turnpike. 

Sigel,  who  was  nearest  the  enemy, 
with  the  division  of  Schurz  forming 
his  right,  that  of  Schenck  his  left, 
and  the  brigade  of  Milroy  between 
them,  advanced,  by  order,  at  5  a.  ic, 
and  was  fully  engaged  before  7; 
gaining  ground  by  hard  fighting  till 
half  past  10,  when  Milroy  and 
Schurz  had  advanced  a  mile,  and 
Schenck  two  miles,  though  obstinately 
resisted  by  the  enemy.  But  the 
Bebel  strength  in  their  front  was 
constantly  increasing,  and  now  as- 
sumed the  offensive,  hurling  heavy 
masses  of  infantry  against  our  right ; 
which  held  its  ground  firmly  by  the 
aid  of  its  batteries,  but  not  without 
heavy  loss. 

Schenck,  being  now  ordered  by 
Sigel  to  strike  the  Bebel  assailants 
in  fiank  and  rear,  was  soon  briskly 
engaged;  the  enemy  attempting  to 
flank  him  in  turn.  At  this  moment, 
Gen.  Kearny's  division  of  Heintzel- 
man's  corps  arrived  on  the  fleld,  by 
the  Sudley  Springs  road,  and  went 
in  on  Sigel's  right;  while  Beno,  com- 
ing up  by  the  Gainesville  turnpike, 
supported  our  center ;  and  Beynolds, 


August  28. 


*  August  29. 
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rUkM  or  tBooHP  battui  or  Binx  Buir,  nroLtmnio  na  vobb  ncroxTAirr  rosnioxs  ocoitpxkd  rBOM  Aueun  9T 
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Aplanal4<m$. 


AA—<arrow-]iMds>— Indicate  tha  route  piimied  bj 
Jaokion^f  foreea,  tIs.:  to  MnnmiMi  Junctloii,  Aag.  27; 
tte  Oe&tenrlllo  to  OroTeton  and  Badley  Spiinga  on  tha 
fSth,  and  on  the  1  at  of  September  to  near  Qermantown. 

The  poaition  of  Hooker^a  and  EwelTa  foroea  in  their 
fogagement  on  the  STth,  near  Briatow,  ia  ahown;  while 
the  poaition  of  the  oommanda  of  McDowell  and  Slgel,  at 
OaineaTille^and  Reno  and  Kearny,  at  Greenwich,  aa  held 
thai  night,  are  alao  ahown,  being  indicated  hj  the  reapec- 
ttYeinitiala.TiK.: 

M— McDowelL  B—Slgel. 

R— Reno.  K— Keanj. 

Tlie  poaltiona  of  Oena^  McDowell  and  Slgel  were  aome- 
wb«t  flirther  advanced  toward  Centenrille,  at  the  time 
•f  their  colllalon  with  Jackaon*a  advance  on  the  SSth. 
'  A,  B,  C,  repreaent  the  Hnea  formed  \)y  the  commanda 
•r  Heintzelman,  Slgel,  and  Reynolda,  afterward  r6en- 


fbroed  hj  McDowell  and  Reno,  and  confronted  hj  Jack- 
aon  (a,  &,  e\  who  waa  afterward  rSenfwved  by  Long- 
atreet,  Ang;  29. 

The  aame  poaition  anbwtantially,  bnt  extending  tkrOktr 
to  the  left,  waa  held  on  the  80th,  by  Heintxelman,  Reno^ 
Porter,  Sigel,  and  Reynolda  (named  in  order  fhHn  ilghi 
to  leftX  anpported  by  McDowell. 

No  attempt  la  made  to  repreaent  the  ohangea  of  poai- 
tion which  occurred  daring  the  two  daya  of  aevere  fight- 
ing. 

The  poaition  of  the  aereral  commanda  at  Centerrilla 
on  the  Slat  Angnat,  and  near  Oermantown  on  the  lai 
September,  are  Indicated  by  inltlala,  where  the  ftill  i 
doea  not  ooeor,  via. : 

P— Porter.  H— Heintzelman. 

F— Pranklln.  S-Slgel. 

R— Rena  M— McDowdL 
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mth  the  Pennsylvania  Eeeerves, 
came  in^  position,  at  noon,  on  oar 
extreme  left.  About  2  p.  h.,  Gen. 
Hooker,  with  Heintzelman's  remain- 
ing division,  came  down  the  Sndley 
Springs  road  on  our  extreme  right ; 
and  his  troops  immediately  went  in 
to  the  aid  of  the  wasted  and  hnngry 
commands  of  Schnrz  and  Milroy, 
who  were  thus  enabled  to  refill  their 
cartridge  boxes  and  obtun  some 
much  needed  food  and  rest. 

The  fighting  thence  till  4  p.  h. 
was  desultory — a  succession  of  heavy 
skirmishes  from  point  to  ppint  along 
tiie  front ;  either  General  being  intent 
on  his  approaching  reenforoements, 
and  trusting  to  time  as  his  friend. 
At  4^,  McDowdl  being  announced 
as  at  hand,  Pope  sent  a  peremptory 
order  to  Porter  to  go  into  action  on 
the  enemy's  right,  turning  it  if  pos- 
sible ;  and,  an  hour  later,  presuming 
this  order  obeyed,  directed  Heintzel- 
man  and  Beno  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  front ;  which  order  was  gallantly 
obeyed.** 

And  now,  though  Fitz- John  Por- 
ter was  still  missing,  and  King's  di- 
vision did  not  reach  iJie  field  till  near 
sunset,  our  army  was  for  once  supe- 
rior in  numbers ;  Kearny's  and  Hook- 
er's freah  regiments  pressing  forward 
and  crowding  back  the  enemy's  left, 
whidi  had  been  skillftLlly  disposed  for 
a  good  part  of  the  day  behind  the 
embankment  of  an  abandoned  rail- 
road, which  served  most  eflGdotively 
as  a  breast-work.  At  5  p.  ic,  Kear- 
ny, bringing  up  nearly  his  entire 
division,  and  changing  his  front  to 


the  left,  advanced  by  order,  chaiged 
the  enemy's  left  and  swept  back  his 
first  line,  rolling  it  up  on  his  center 
and  right.  Sling's  divigion  was  sent 
into  the  fight  about  sunset,  and  ad- 
vanced considerably  beyond  our  gen- 
eral line  of  battle ;  but,  soon  finding 
itself  confronted  by  a  heavier  force 
of  the  enemy,  was  brought  to  a  stand. 
Meantime,  Hood  charged  in  turn, 
with  a  fi^h  division  of  Longstreef  s 
corps,  which  had  marched  through 
the  Gap  that  day  and  been  sent  by 
Lee  to  the  relief  of  Jackson,  now 
clearly  outnumbered.  Hood's  famous 
Texas  brigade  and  that  of  Law  rushed 
forward  with  great  intrepidity,  re- 
pulsing Kearny's  most  advanced  re- 
gim^its,  taking  1  gun,  4  flags,  and 
100  prisoners.  Darkness  arrested  the 
conflict,  either  army  resting  on  the 
field  of  battle ;  but  Pope,  with  some 
reason,  claiming  the  advantage,  in 
that  he  held  some  ground  which  had 
been  wrested  from  the  enemy  during 
the  day.  The  losses  on*  either  side 
were  probably  not  far  from  7,000 
men. 

But  Pope  was  really  beaten,  though 
he  did  not  yet  know  it.  His  aim  had 
been  to  overwhelm  Jackson  before 
Lee,  with  Longstreet,  could  come  to 
his  assistance;  and  in  this  he  had 
conspicuously  failed.  Had  his  entire 
army  been  in  hand  and  in  line  of 
battle  by  9  o'clock  that  morning,  his 
success  would  have  been  certain  and 
easy;  but,  dropping  in  by  brigades 
uid  divisions  throughout  the  day, 
and  Porter  not  even  getting  into  ac- 
tion at  all,**  he  had  barely  held  his 


^  Pope*  in  bis  officUd  report,  Bays : 
**  In  this  attack,  Grover's  brigade  of  Hooker's 
dSTtekmwas  particnlarljdistinguisbedbja  deter- 
mined bajonet-diarge,  breaking  two  of  the  ene- 
my's lines,  and  penetrating  to  the  third  before  it 
could  be  diecked.'' 


Tope,  in  his  official  report,  saTs: 
"  About  8  p.  iL,  the  greater  portion  of  the  field 
of  battle  was  occupied  hy  our  army.  Nothing 
was  heard  of  Oen.  Porter  up  to  that  time;  imd 
his  forces  took  no  part  whatever  in  the  action; 
but  were  suffered  hj  him  to  lie  idle  on  their 
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own ;  and  now  his  opportunity  had 
yanished.  Longstreet's  corpe  had 
been  arriving  thronghont  the  day, 
and  was  now  all  present — ^mnch  of  it 
perfectly  fresh^  so  far  as  fighting  was 
concerned,  and  ready  for  most  effec- 
tive service  on  the  morrow. 

Pope,  so  often  disappointed  and 
baffled,  found  his  fighting  force  re- 
duced by  casualties  and  by  strag- 
gling, on  the  morning  of  that  event- 
ful morrow,  to  about  40,000  men." 
These  had  had  a  surfeit  of  marching 
and  fighting,  with  very  little  eating, 
for  the  two  preceding  days;  while 
his  artillery  and  cavalry  horses  had 
been  ten  days  in  harness,  and  two 
days  without  food.  To  his  appeal  of 
the '28th  to  Gen.  Halleck  for  rations, 
for  forage,  and 'fresh  horses,  he  had 
that  morning  at  daylight"  received 
an  answer  from  Gen.  Franklin,  writ- 
ten by  direction  of  Gen.  McClellan, 
and  dated  8  p.  m.  of  the  29th,  inform- 


ing him  that  rations  would  be  loaded 
in  the  available  wagons  aj^d  cars  at 
Alexandria  so  soon  as  he  would  send 
hack  a  cavalry  escort  to  hring  out  the 
trains.  If  cavalry  had  been  ever  so 
necessary  to  the  guarding  of  railroad 
trains,  he  had  probably  not  then  a 
regiment  that  could  have  gone  to 
Alexandria  and  back  wi^in  48 
hours.  He  had  received  no  reen- 
forcements  or  supplies  since  the  26th, 
and  had  no  assurance  that  any  were 
on  the  way.  To  retreat  was  diffi- 
cult ;  to  stand  still  and  famish  unad- 
visable;  so  he  ordered  Porter,  sup- 
ported by  King,  to  advance  down 
the  Warrenton  turnpike  and  attack ; 
while  Heintzelman  and  Beno,  sup- 
ported by  Bicketts's  division,  were 
to  assail  and  turn  the  enemy's  left. 

Porter's  attack  was  feeble ;  and  not 
unreasonably  so,  since  he  encoun- 
tered the  enemy  in  greatly  superior 
numbers,  and  was  speedily  thrown 


arms,  within  sight  and  sound  of  the  battle  during 
the  whole  day.  So  far  as  I  know,  he  made  no 
•ifort  whatever  to  comply  with  my  orders  or  to 
take  any  part  in  the  action.  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that,  if  he  had  discharged  hia  duty  as  be- 
came a  soldier  under  the  circumstances,  and  had 
made  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  enemy,  as  he  was 
expected  and  directed  to  do,  at  any  time  up  to 
8  o^dock  that  night,  we  should  have  utterly 
crushed  or  captured  the  larger  portion  of  Jack- 
son's force  before  he  could  have  been  by  any 
possibili^  sufficiently  reenforced  to  have  made 
an  effective  resistance.  I  did  not  myself  feel  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  necessary  for  me,  having 
given  Gen.  Porter  an  order  to  march  toward  the 
enemy,  in  a  particular  direction,  to  send  him  in 
addition  specific  orders  to  attadc;  it  being  his 
dear  duty,  and  in  accordance  with  every  military 
precept,  to  have  brought  his  forces  into  action 
wherever  he  encountered  the  enemy,  when  a 
furious  battle  with  that  enemy  was  rag^g  during 
the  whole  day  in  his  immediate  presence.  I  be- 
lieve— in  fact,  I  am  positive— thii  at  5  o'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  Gen.  Porter  had  in 
his  front  no  considerable  body  of  the  enemy.  I 
believed  then,  as  I  am  very  sure  now,  that  it  was 
easily  practicable  for  him  to  have  turned  the 
right  flank  of  Jackson,  and  to  have  fallen  upon 
Ids  rear;  that,  if  he  had  done  so,  we  should  have 
gained  a  decisive  victory  over  the  army  under 
Jackson*  before  he  could  have  been  joined  by 
any  of  the  forces  of  Longstreet;  and  that  the 
army  of  Qen.  Lee  would  have  been  so  crippled 


and  checked  by  the  destruction  of  this  large 
force  as  to  have  been  no  longer  in  condition  to 
prosecute  f\irther  operations  of  an  aggressive 
character." 

*'  In  his  offidal  report,  he  says: 

"At  that  time,  my  effective  force,  greatly  re- 
duced by  losses  in  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and 
broken-down  men,  during  the  severe  operations 
of  the  two  or  three  days  and  nights  previoos; 
the  sharp  actions  of  Hooker,  King,  and  Ricketts 
on  the  27th  and  28th,  and  the  furious  battle  on  the 
29th,  were  estimated  by  me  and  others  as  foUowa : 
McDowell's  corps,  including  Reynolds's  divisk>n, 
12,000  men;  Sigel's  corps,  7,000 ;  Reno's  corps, 
7,000;  Heintzelman's  corps,  7,000;  Porter's  corpe, 
which  had  been  in  no  engagement,  and  was,  or 
ought  to  have  been,  perfectly  fresh,  I  estimated  at 
about  12,000  men,  including  the  brigade  of  Piatt 
which  formed  a  part  of  Sturgis's  division,  and 
the  only  portion  that  ever  joined  me.  But  of 
this  force  the  brigades  of  Piatt  and  Griffin,  num* 
bering,  as  I  understood,  about  5,000  men,  had 
been  suffered  to  march  off  at  daylight  on  the 
30th  for  Centerville,  and  were  not  available  for 
operations  on  that  day.  This  reduced  Porter's 
effective  force  in  the  field  to  about  7,000  men; 
which  gave  me  a  total  force  of  40,000  men. 
Banks's  corps,  about  6,000  strong,  was  at  Bris- 
tow  Station,  in  charge  of  the  railroad  trains,  and 
of  a  portion  of  the  wagon  trains  of  the  army, 
still  at  that  place." 

"  Aug.  30 
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back  in  eonfiiBion ;  the  ConfederateB 
pnrBoing  eagerlj  and  joining  battle 
along  the  entire  front,  bnt  struggling 
especially  to  overwhelm  and  torn 
oar  left,  where  Schenck,  Milroy,  and 
Bejnolds,  soon  reenforced  by  Bick- 
etts,  maintained  the  unequal  contest 
throughout  the  afternoon ;  while  Por- 
ter's weakened  corps  was  rallied,  re- 
formed, and  pushed  up  to  their  sup- 
port; rendering  good  service,  espe- 
cially the  brigade  of  r^ulars  under 
CoL  Buchanan.  Oten.  Tower  led  his 
brigade,  of  Bicketts's  division,  into 
action,  in  support  of  Beynolds,  with 
eminent  skill  and  gallantry ;  its  con- 
duct being  such  as  to  elicit  enthusi- 
astic cheers  from  our  entire  left  wing. 
Beno's  corps,  also,  being  withdrawn 
from  our  right  center,  was  thrown 
into  action  on  our  left,  and  displayed 
conspicuous  gallantry. 

But  the  fates  were  against  us. 
The  enemy  was  aware  of  his  ad- 
vantage, and  resolved  to  press  it  to 
the  utmost.  OurYtttack  on  his  left, 
under  Jackson,  for  a  time  promised 
success ;  until  our  advancing  troops 
were  mowed  down  by  the  cross-fire 
of  4  batteries  from  Longstreet's  left, 
which  decimated  and  drove  them 
back  in  confusion.  Jackson,  seeing 
them  recoil,  immediately  ordered  an 
advance ;  which  Longstreet  supported 
by  pushing  forward  his  whole  com- 
mand against  our  center  and  left. 


Hood's  two  brigades  again  led  the 
oharge,  followed  by  the  divisions  of 
Evans,  B.  H.  Anderson,  and  Wilcox, 
sustained  by  those  of  Kemper  and 
T>.  R  Jones;  the  Bebel  artillery 
doing  fearftd  execution  on  our  dis- 
ordered and  recoiling  infantry.  At 
dark,  our  left  had  been  forced  back 
considerably,  but  still  stood  firm  and 
unbroken,  and  still  covered  the  turn- 
pike which  was  our  only  safe  line  of 
retreat.  At  8  p.  ic.  Pope  sent  writ- 
ten instructions  to  his  corps  com- 
manders to  withdraw  deliberately 
toward  Centerville,  designating  the 
route  of  each,  and  the  position  he 
was  to  take ;  while  Beno  was  ordered 
to  cover  the  retreat ;  which  was  made 
slowly,  quietly,  and  in  good  order : 
no  pursuit  across  Bull  Bun  being 
attempted." 

Franklin's  corps,  from  McClellan's 
army,  reported  8,000  strong,  was, 
unknown  to  Pope,  throughout  this 
moumftil  day,  a  little  east  of  Center- 
ville." Pope  reached  that  point  be- 
tween 9  and  10  p.  m.,  and  at  onoe 
made  his  dispositions  for  resisting  a 
Bebel  attach.  But  none  was  at- 
tempted. Sunmer,  as  weU  as  Frank- 
lin, from  McClellan's  army,  joined 
him  here,  raising  his  total  force  to 
fidly  60,000  men ;  which  was  proba- 
bly more  than  the  enemy  could  now 
bring  against  him. 

Pope  evidently  expected  to  be  at- 


"  Lee,  in  his  official  report^  Bays: 

'*  The  obscuritj  of  night  and  the  uncertainty 
of  the  fords  of  Bull  Run  rendered  it  necessary 
to  suspend  operations  until  morning;  when  the 
OftTalry,  being  pushed  forward,  discovered  that 
the  enemy  had  escaped  to  the  strong  position  of 
Centerville,  about  four  miles  beyond  Bull  Run. 
The  prevalence  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  began 
during  the  night,  threatened  to  render  Bull  Run 
impassable,  and  impeded  our  movements. 
Longstreet  remained  on  the  battle-field  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  enemy,  and  cover  the 
Dorial  of  the  dead  and  the  removal  of  the 
wounded ;  while  Jackson  proceeded  by  Sudley's 
?Ord  to  the  Little  River  turnpike^  to  turn  the 


enemy's  right  and  intercept  his  retreat  to  Wash- 
ington. Jackson's  progress  was  retarded  by 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  the  fatigue 
of  his  troops ;  who,  in  addition  to  their  arduous 
marches,  had  fought  three  severe  eujiragements 
in  as  many  days.  He  reached  Little  River  turn- 
pike in  the  evening,  and  the  next  day,  Septem- 
ber 1st,  advanced  by  that  road  toward  Fftirfaz 
Court  House." 

**  Pope,  in  his  official  report,  says : 

**  About  6  p.  ic,  I  heard  aceidentaUy  that 
Franklin's  corps  had  arrived  at  a  point  about 
four  miles  east  of  Centerville,  and  12  miles  in  our 
rear,  and  that  it  was  only  about  8,000  strong." 
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tacked  next  morning  in  ibis  strotig 
position ;  but  Lee,  hot  nnmindfal  ^ 
the  still  recent  and  sore  experienoe 
of  Malvern  Heights,  was  too  good  a 
General  to  repeat  his  own  blunders. 
Aware  that  a  demoralized  army  un- 
der an  inapt  commander  may  be 
most  safely  and  surely  assailed  on  its 
flank  and  rear — ^by  blows  that  threat- 
en to  cut  off  its  line  of  supply  and 
retreat — ^he  started  Jackson  north- 
ward, with  his  own  and  EwelFs  divi- 
sions, at  an  early  hour  next  morn- 
ing," with  instructions  to  turn  and 
assail  our  right.  Crossing  Bull  Run 
at  Sudley  Ford,  Jackson  took  a  conn- 
try  road  thence  to  Little  River  turn- 
pike, on  which,  turning  sharply  to 
the  right,  he  moved  down  toward 
Fairfax  C.  H. ;  and,  toward  evening 
of  the  next  day,"  when  nearing  the 
little  village  of  Germantown,  a  mile 
or  two  from  Fairfax  C.  H.,  he  found 
his  advance  resisted.  Pope,  not  even 
threatened  with  a  front  attack,  had 
ere  this  suspected  the  Rebels  of  a 
fi^sh  attempt  to  flank  his  right,  and 
had  directed  Gen.  Sumner  to  push 
forward  two  brigades  toward  the 
turnpike,  while  G^n.  Hooker  was 
that  afternoon  dispatched  to  Fairfax 
C.  H.  to  support  the  movement. 

Skirmishing  commenced  at  S  p.  m. 
Gen.  Reno,  near  Ohantilly,  with  the 
remains  of  two  divisions,  poorly  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  found  him- 
self confronted  by  Jackson's  far  su- 
perior numbers,  but  composed  wholly 
of  infantry ;  the  rapidity  of  his  march 
having  left  his  artillery  behind  on 
the  road.  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Stev^is, 
commanding  Reno's  2d  or  left  divi- 


^n,  at  onoe  orddi^  a  diafge,  aaid 
was  shot  dead  while  leading  it, 
by  a  bullet  through  his  head.  Ha 
command  thereupon  fell  back  in  dis- 
order, uncovering  the  ftoik  of  Reno's 
other  division,  which  thereupon  fell 
back  also. 

Gen.  Phil.  Kearny,  with  his  divi- 
rion  of  Heintzelman's  corps,  now  ad- 
vanced and  renewed  .the  action,  in 
the  midst  of  a  thunder-storm  so 
ftirious  that  ammunition  could  with 
great  difiSculty  be  kept  serviceable ; 
while  the  roar  of  cannon  was  utterly 
unheard  at  Centerville,  barely  three 
miles  distant.  Riding  forward  too 
recklessly,  Kearny,  about  sunset,  was 
shot  dead,  when  almost  within  the 
Rebel  lines,  and  the  conunand  of  his 
division  devolved  on  Gen.  Bimey, 
who  promptly  ordered  a  bayonet- 
charge  by  his  own  brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  1st,  88th,  and  40th  New 
York.  The  order  was  executed  by 
Col.  Egan  with  great  gallantry,  and 
the  enemy's  advance  driven  back 
considerably;  Gen.  Bimey  holding 
the  field  of  conflict  through  the  night, 
burying  our  dead  and  removing  our 
wounded.  Our  total  loss  here  can- 
not have  exceeded  600  men ;  bnt 
among  them  were  Gens.  Kearny  and 
Stevens,  and  Maj.  Tilden,  38th  New 
York,  who  fdl  in  the  closing  bay<m^ 
charge. 

Jackson's  flanldng  movement  and 
attack,  though  wisely  conceived  and 
vigorously  made,  had  failed  to 
achieve  any  material  results.  His 
report  claims  no  prisoners  nor  arms 
captured.** 

Pope's    retreat    from   Centerville 


"•August  31.  "Septl. 

•*  He  says : 

"  Early  next  morning,  Sept  Ist,  we  moved 
forward ;  and,  late  in  the  erening,  after  readiing 
Ox  Hill,  came  in  contact  with  &e  enemy,  who 


were  in  position  on  our  right  and  IVont,  coTer- 
ing  his  Ihie  of  retreat  ftom  Centerville  to  Fair- 
fax Goort  House.  Our  line  of  'battle  was 
formed — Gen.  Hill's  division  on  the  right; 
Ewell's  division,  Gen.  Lawton  oommanding,  in 
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had  in  effect  commenced  on  the  Ist, 
when  he  fonnd  himself  flanked  by 
Jackson ;  and  was  continued  through- 
out that  and  the  following  day,  with- 
out ftirther  annoyance  from  the 
enemy,  xmtil  his  whole  army  was 
drawn  back  within  the  intrench- 
ments  which,  along  the  south  bank 
of  the  Potomac,  cover  the  i^proaches 
to  TVashingtoji ;  when  he  resigned 
his  command,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Oen.  McOlellan. 


.  Gen.  Lee  officially  claims  to  have 
captured,  during  his  campaign 
against  Pope,  more  than  7,000  pris- 
oners, beside  2,000  of  our  wounded 
left  in  his  bands,  with  80  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  20,000  small  arms; 
while  our  losses  of  railroad  cars, 
munitions,  tents,  and  camp  equipage, 
must  have  been  immense.  Lee's 
Medical  Director  makes  the  Bebel 
losses  in  the  two  days'  fighting  on 
Manassas  Plains,  1,090  killed,  6,154 
wounded  :  total,  7,244.  Longstreet 
reports  his  losses  from  the  23d  to  the 
30th  of  August,  induflive,  at  4,725. 
A.  P.  Hill  reports  the  losses  in  his 
diyision,  from  the  24th  to  the  31st, 
at  1,548.  Probably  the  entire  Bebel 
loss  irom  Cedar  Mountain  to  Chan- 
tilly  did  not  fall  short  of  15,000  men ; 
while  Pope's,  if  we  include  that  by 
stragglers  who  never  rejoined  their 
regiments,  must  have  been  fully 
double  that  number.    Among  our 


killed,  beside  those  already  named, 
were  Cols.  Fletcher  Webster,  son  of 
the  great  Daniel,  Bob^rts,  Ist  Mich., 
O'Connor,  2d  Wise.,  Koltes,  73d 
Pa.,  commanding  a  brigade,  Cant- 
well,  82d  Ohio,  and  Brown,  20th 
Lid.  Among  our  wounded  on  the 
30th,  were  Maj.-Gen.  Bob^t  C. 
Schenck  and  Col.  Hardin,  of  the 
Pa.  Beserves.  Among  the  Bebels 
wounded  in  these  fights,  were  Brig.- 
Gens.  Field  and  Trimble,  and  Cols, 
Fomo  and  Baylor,  commanding  brig- 
ades. 


How  far  Pope's  disasters  are  justly 
attributable  to  his  own  incapacity, 
and  how  far  to  the  failure  or  with- 
holding of  support  on  which  he  had 
a  right  to  calculate,  it  is  time  now  to 
consider.    Li  his  report,  he  says : 

"  It  seems  proper  for  me,  since  so  much 
misrepresentatiou  has  been  put  into  circula- 
tion as  to  the  support  I  received  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomao,  to  state  precisely 
what  forces  of  that  army  came  under  my 
conmiand,  and  were  at  any  time  engaged  in 
the  active  operations  of  the  campaign. 
Reynolds^s  division  of  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serves, about  2,500,  joined  me  on  the  23 d 
of  August,  at  Rappahannock  Station.  The 
corps  of  Heintzelman  and  Porter,  about 
18,000  strong,  joined  me  on  the  26th  and  * 
and  27th  of  August,  at  Warrenton  Junction. 
The  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  under  Rey- 
nolds, and  Heintzelman^s  corps,  consisting 
of  the  divisions  of  Hooker  and  Kearny, 
rendered  most  gallant  and  efficient  service 
in  all  the  operations  which  occurred  after 
they  had  reported  to  me.  Porter's  corps, 
from  unnecessary  and  unusual  delays,  and 
frequent  and  flagrant  disregard  of  my 
orders,  took  no  part  whatever  except  in 


the  center,  and  Jackson^s  division,  Gen.  Starke 
commaDding,  on  the  left— all  on  the  right  of  the 
turnpike  road.  Artinery  was  posted  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  left  of  the  road.  The  briffades  of 
Branch  and  Field,  OoL  Brockenbrough  com- 
manding the  latter,  were  sent  forward  to  feel 
and  engage  the  enemy.  A  cold  and  drenching 
thunder-^ower  swept  over  the  field  at  this 
time,  striking  direcUy  into  the  faces  of  our 
troops.  These  two  brigades  gallantly  engaged 
Hue  enemy ;  hot  so  severe  was  the  fire  in  front 
and  flank  of  Branch's  brigade  as  to  produce  in 
It  tome  disorder  and  Ming  back.    Thebrigades 


of  Gregg^  Thomas,  and  Pender  were  then 
thrown  into  the  fight  Soon,  a  portion  of 
Swell's  division  became  engaged.  The  conflict 
now  raged  with  g^reat  Airy ;  the  enemy  obsti- 
nately and  desperately  contesting  the  ground  un- 
til their  Gens.  Kearny  and  Stevens  fell  in  front 
of  Thomas's  brigade;  after  which,  they  retired 
from  the  field.  By  the  following  morning,  the 
Federal  army  had  entirely  disappeared  from  our 
view ;  and  it  soon  appeared,  by  a  report  from 
Gen.  Stuart,  that  it  had  passed  Fairfax  Court 
Honse  and  had  moved  in  tiie  direction  of  Wash* 
ington  city." 
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the  action  of  the  80th  of  Atignst  This 
•mall  fraction  of  20,600  men  was  all  of  the 
91,000  veteran  troops  from  Harrison^s 
T^MiHing  which  ever  drew  trigger  nnder 
mj  command,  or  in  anj  way  took  part  in 
that  campaign.  By  the  time  the  corps  of 
Franklin  and  Snmner,  19,000  strong,  joined 
me  at  Oenterville,  the  original  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  well  as  the  corps  of  Heintzelman, 
and  liie  division  of  Refolds,  had  been  so 
mnch  cut  np  in  the  severe  actions  in  which 
they  had  been  engaged,  and  were  so  mnch 
broken  down  and  diminished  in  numbers  by 
the  constant  and  excessive  duties  they  had 
performed,  that  they  were  in  little  condition 
for  any  effective  service  whatever,  and  re- 
quired, and  should  have  had,  some  days  of 
rest  to  put  them  into  anything  like  condition 
to  perform  their  duties  in  the  field." 

Gen.  McClellan,  we  have  seen, 
was  ordered  on  the  3d  of  August  to 
withdraw  his  army  from  the  Penin- 
sula. He  hesitated,  and  remon- 
strated; but  the  orders  were  reite- 
rated more  peremptorily ;  and  he  left 
Harrison's  Bar  with  his  rear-guard 
on  the  16th  of  August.  Having 
embarked  and  dispatched  his  corps 
successively  at  and  near  Fortress 
Monroe,  he  left  that  post  on  the  23d, 
arriving  at  Acquia  creek  on  the  24th, 
removing  to  Alexandria  on  the  27th ; 
on  which  day  Halleck  tel^raphed 
him: 

"Porter  reports  a  general  battle  immi- 
nent. Franklin's  corps  should  move  out  by 
forced  marches,  carrjrmg  three  or  four  days* 
provisions,  and  to  be  supplied,  as  far  as 
possible,  by  railroad.  Perhaps  you  may 
prefer  some  otlier  road  than  to  Oenterville." 

To  thib,  he  replied,  at  10:20  a.  m.  : 

"  I  have  sent  orders  to  Franklin  to  pre- 
pare to  march  with  hb  corps  at  once,  and  to 
repiur  here  in  person  to  inform  me  as  to  his 
means  of  transportation.*' 

At  1:15  p.  H.,  he  again  tele- 
graphed Qen.  Halleck  as  follows : 

^'  Franklin's  artillery  has  no  horses  except 
for  four  guns  without  ciussons.  I  can  pick  up 
no  cavalry.  In  view  of  these  facta,  will  it 
not  be  weU  to  push  Sumner's  corps  here  by 
water  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  make  imme- 
diate arrangements  for  placing  the  works  in 
front  of  Washington  in  an  efficient  condition 
of  defense  ?    I  have  no  means  of  knowing 


the  enemy's  force  between  Pope  and  our- 
selves. Can  Franklin,  without  his  artillery 
or  cavalry,  effect  any  useful  purpose  in 
front  f  Should  not  Bumside  at  once  take 
steps  to  evacuate  Falmouth  and  Acquia,  at 
the  same  time  covering  the  retreat  of  any 
of  Pope's  troops  who  may  fall  back  in  tha^ 
direction?  I  ao  not  see  Uiat  we  have  force 
enough  in  hand  to.  form  a  connexion  with 
Pope,  whose  exact  position  we  do  not 
know.  Are  we  safe  in  the  direction  of  the 
Valley?" 

Half  an  honr  later,  he  telegraphed : 

"  I  think  our  policy  now  is  to  make  these 
works  perfectly  safe,  and  mobilize  a  couple 
of  corps  as  soon  as  possible ;  but  not  to  ad- 
vance them  until  they  can  have  their  artil- 
lery and  cavalry." 

An  hour  later,  he  telegraphed 
again: 

"  I  still  think  that  we  should  first  provide 
for  the  immediate  defense  of  Washington 
on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac. 

"  I  am  not  responnble  for  the  past,  and 
cannot  be  for  the  future,  unless  I  receive 
authority  to  dispose  of  the  available  troops 
according  to  my  judgment  Please  inform 
me  at  once  what  my  position  is.  I  do  not 
wish  to  act  in  the  dark." 

At  6  F.  K.,  he  telegraphed  again : 

"I  have  just  received  the  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch from  General  Pope  to  you,  dated  10 
▲.  M.,  this  morning,  in  which  he  says :  ^  AU 
forces  now  sent  forward  should  be  sent  to 
my  right  at  (Gainesville.' 

"  I  now  have  at  my  disposal  here  about 
10,000  men  of  Franklin's  corps,  about  2,800 
of  Gen.  Tyler's  brigade,  and  Col.  Tyler's 
1st  Oonnecdcut  Artillery,  which  I  recom- 
mend should  beheld  in  hand  for  the  defense 
of  Washington. 

"  If  you  wish  me  to  order  any  part  of 
this  force  to  the  front,  it  is  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  notice  to  any  point 
you  may  indicate. 

"  In  view  of  the  existing  state  of  things  in 
our  front,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  order 
Gen.  Casey  to  hold  his  men  for  [from]  York- 
town  in  readiness  to  move,  but  not  to  send 
them  off  till  further  orders." 

At  4:40  P.  M.  next  day,  Ang.  28th, 
he  telegraphed  Gten.  Halleck : 

"  G^en.  Franklin  is  with  me  here.  I  will 
know  in  a  few  minutes  the  condition  of  ar- 
tillery and  cavalry.  We  are  not  yet  in  con- 
dition to  move;  may  be  by  to-morrow 
morning.  Pope  must  cut  through  to-day, 
or  adopt  the  plan  I  suggested.  I  have 
ordered  troops  to  garrison  the  works  at 
Upton's  Hill.    They  most  be  held  at  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MoOLBLLAK    'MABKIKG'   TI1C8. 


191 


cost  As  soon  as  I  can  see  the  way  to  spare 
them,  I  will  send  a  good  corps  of  troops 
there.  It  is  the  key  to  Washington,  which 
oonnot  be  seriously  menaced  so  long  as  it  is 
held.'* 

At  4:45  p.  H.,  he  telegraphed 
again: 

"Yonr  dispatch  received.  Neither  Frank- 
lin's nor  Samner's  corps  is  now  in  condition 
to  move  and  fight  a  battle.  It  would  be  a 
sacrifice  to  send  them  out  now.  I  have 
sent  aids  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
commands  of  Ooz  and  Tyler ;  but  I  still 
think  that  a  premature  movement  in  small 
force  will  accomplish  nothing  but  the  de- 
stmction  of  the  troops  sent  out.  I  repeat 
that  I  will  lose  no  time  in  preparing  the 
troops  now  here  for  the  field;  and  that 
whatever  orders  you  may  give,  after  hear- 
ing what  I  have  to  say,  will  be  carried  out" 

To  these  dispatches,  Gen.  Halleck, 
at  8:40  p.  m.,  responded  as  follows : 

''There  must  be  no  further  delay  in 
moving  Franklin's  corps  toward  Manassas. 
They  must  go  to-morrow  morning,  ready 
or  not  ready.  If  we  delay  too  long  to  get 
ready,  there  will  be  no  necessity  to  go  at 
all ;  for  Pope  will  either  be  defeated  or  vic- 
torious without  our  aid.  If  there  is  a  want 
of  wagons,  the  men  must  carry  provisions 
with  tibem  till  the  wagons  can  come  to  their 
relief" 

At  10:30  of  the  following  day"— 
the  day  of  Pope's  first  indecisive 
battle  at  Guinesville  or  Groveton — 
McClellan  tel^raphed  to  Qen.  Hal- 
leck  as  follows : 

'^  Franklin's  corps  is  in  motion ;  started 
about  6  A.  M.  I  can  give  him  but  two 
squadrons  of  cavalry.  I  propose  moving 
Gen.  Ooz  to  Upton's  Hill,  to  hold  that  im- 
portant point  with  its  works,  and  to  push 
oavalry  scouts  to  Vienna,  via  Freedom  Hill 
and  Hunter's  Lane.  Ooz  has  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry.  Please  answer  at  once  whether 
this  meets  your  approvaL  I  have  directed 
Woodbury,  with  the  Eng^eer  brigade,  to 
hold  Fort  Lyon,  however.  Detailed  last 
night  two  regiments  to  the  vicinity  of  Forts 
Euan  Allen  and  Marcy.  Meagher's  brigade 
is  still  at  Aoquia.  If  he  moves  in  support 
of  Franklin,  it  leaves  us  without  any  reliable 
troops  in  and  near  Washington.  Tet  Frank- 
lin is  too  weak  alone.  What  shall  be  done  ? 
No  more  cavalry  arrived ;  have  but  three 
Mraadrons.  Franklin  has  but  forty  rounds 
Of  ammunition,  and  no  wagons  to  move 
more.    I  do  not  think  Franklin  is  in  condi- 


tion to  accomplish  much,  if  he  meets  with 
serious  resistance.  I  should  not  have  moved 
him  but  for  your  pressing  order  of  last 
night.  What  have  you  from  Vienna  an4 
DranesviUe?" 

At  noon,  he  tel^raphed  again : 

"  Your  tolegram  received.  Do  you  wish 
the  movement  of  Franklin's  corps  to  con- 
tinue ?  He  is  without  reserve  ammunition 
and  without  transportation.  Would  it  meet 
your  views  to  post  the  rest  of  Sumner's 
corps  between  Arlington  and  Fort  Oorcoran, 
where  they  can  eitlier  support  Ooz,  Frank- 
lin, or  Ohain  Bridge,  and  even  Tenally- 
town? 

'*  Franklin  has  only  between  10,000  and 
11,000  ready  for  duty.  How  far  do  yon 
wish  this  force  to  advance  ?" 

Gen;  McClellan  had  already  di- 
rected Franklin  to  halt  his  command 
near  Anandale ;  and,  at  1  p.  m.  this 
day,  he  telegraphed  Gen.  Halleck  as 
foUowB : 

*'  I  shall  endeavor  to  hold  a  line  in  ad- 
vance of  Forts  Allen  and  Marcy,  at  least 
with  strong  advanced  guards.  I  wish  to 
hold  the  line  through  Prospect  Hill,  Mack- 
all's,  Minor's,  and  Hall's  Hill.  This  will 
give  us  timdy  warning..  Shall  I  do  as  seems 
best  to  me  with  all  the  troops  in  this  vi- 
cinity, including  Franklin,  who,  I  really 
think,  jought  not,  under  present  circum- 
stances, to  advance  beyond  Anandale?" 

Halleck,  at  8  p.  h.,  replied : 

*'  I  want  Franklin's  corps  to  go  far 
enough  to  find  out  somethmg  about  the 
enemy.  Perhaps  he  may  get  such  informa- 
tion at  Anandale  as  to  prevent  his  going 
farther.  Otherwise,  he  will  push  on  toward 
Fairfax.  Try  to  get  somethmg  from  direc- 
tion of  Manas^&s,  either  by  tolegram  or 
through  Franklin's  scouts.  Our  people 
mu$t  move  more  actively,  and  find  out 
where  the  enemy  is.  I  am  tired  of  guesses." 

Fifteen  minutes  before,  McClellan 
had  telegraphed  the  President  as  fol- 
lows: 

"I  am  dear  that  one  of  two  courses 
should  be  adopted :  1st.  To  conoentrato  all 
our  available  forces  to  open  communication 
with  Pope ;  2d.  To  leave  Pope  to  get  out  of 
hit  $erape^  and  at  once  use  all  our  means  to 
make  the  Oapital  perfectly  safe. 

''No  middle  ground  will  now  answer. 
Tell  me  what  you  wish  me  to  do,  and  I  wi  J 
do  all  in  my  power  to  accomplish  it.  I  wish 
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to  know  what  my  ordetis  and  antiiority  are. 
I  ask  for  nothing,  but  will  obey  whatever 
•rders  you  give.  I  Only  ask  a  prompt  deci- 
sion, that  I  may  at  once  give  the  necessary 
orders.    It  will  not  do  to  delay  longer.'' 

To  which  the  President,  at  4:10 

p.  M.,  reBponded  as  follows : 

"  Yours  of  to-day  just  received.  I  think 
your  first  alternative — ^to  wit :  *  to  concen- 
trate all  our  available  forces  to  open  com- 
munication with  Pope' — is  the  right  one. 
But  I  wish  not  to  controL  That  I  now  leave 
to  Gen.  Halleck,  aided  by  your  counsels. 
"  A.  Lincoln." 

Bat  McOleUan  had  already  not 
only  arrested  Franklin's  march  at 
Anandale,  but  sent  Sumner's  corps 
northward  toward  Arlington  and 
Chain  Bridge,  instead  of  toward  the 
enemy.  At  7:50  p.  m.,  Halleck  tele- 
graphed him  thus : 

"  You  will  immediately  send  construction 
train  and  guards  to  repair  railroad  to  Ma- 
nassas. Let  there  be  no  delay  in  this.  I 
'have  just  been  told  that  Franklin's  corps 
•topped  at  Anandale,  and  that  he  was  this 
evening  in  Alexandria.  This  is  all  contrary 
to  my  orders.  Investigate  and  report  the 
(act  of  this  disobedience.  That  corps  mvst 
push  forward,  as  I  directed,  to  protect  the 
railroad  and  open  our  communications 'Virith 
Manassas." 

McClellan,  at  8  p.  h.,  telegraphed 

to  Halleck : 

'^It  was  not  safe  for  Franklin  to  move 
beyond  Anandale,  under  the  circumstances, 
until  we  knew  what  was  at  Vienna.  Gen. 
Franklin  remained  here  until  about  1  p.  m., 
•ndeavoring  to  arrange  for  supplies  for  his 
command.  I  am  responsible  for  both  these 
circumstances,  and  do  not  see  that  either 
was  in.  disobedience  to  your  orders.  Please 
give  distinct  orders  in  reference  to  Frank- 
lin's movements  of  to-morrow." 

At  10  P.  M.,  G^n.  McOleUan  tele- 
graphed again : 

"Not  hearing  from  you,  I  have  sent 
orders  to  Gen.  Franklin  to  place  himself  in 
oommunication  with  Gen.  Pope  by  advanc- 
ing, as  soon  as  possible,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  cover  the  transit  of  Pope's  supplies. 
Orders  have  been  given  for  railway  and 


wagon  trains  to  move  to  Pope  with  the  loaM 
poMible  delay." 

Gen.  Halleck,  at  9:40  a.  h.  on  the 
fatal  30th,  telegraphed  McCleUan : 

"  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  Gen. 
Franklin's  march  of  yesterday,  considering 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  was  very 
wrong  in  stopping  at  Anandale.  Moreover, 
I  learned  last  night  that  the  quartermaster's 
department  would  have  given  him  plenty  of 
transportation  if  he  had  applied  for  it  any 
time  since  his  arrival  at  Alexandria.  He 
knew  the  importance  of  opening  communi- 
cation -mik  Gten,  Pope's  army,  and  should 
have  acted  more  promptly." 

At  11  A.  M.,  McClellan  responded : 
*^Have  ordered  Sumner  to  leave  one 
brigade  in  the  vicinity  of  Chain  Bridge,  and 
to  move  the  rest,  via  Columbia  pike,  on 
Anandale  and  Fairfax  Court  House,  if  this 
is  the  route  you  wish  them  to  take.  He 
and  Franklin  are  both  instructed  to  join 
Pope  as  promptly  as  possible.  Shall  Couch 
move  also  when  he  arrives  ?" 

To  which  Halleck,  at  12:20  p.  m., 
responded  as  follows: 

^*  I  think  Couch  should  land  at  Alexan- 
dria and  be  immediately  pushed  out  to  Pope. 
Send  the  troops  where  tne  fighting  is.  Let 
me  know  when  Couch  arrives." 

Franklin's  and  Sumner's  corps 
were  now  actually  pushed  forward, 
and  found  Pope  without  difficulty, 
defeated  and  driven  back  on  Center- 
ville.  Had  they  been  there  two  days 
earlier,  and  had  Porter  now  and  then 
condescended  to  obey  an  order,  that 
defeat  might  have  been  transformed 
into  a  victory.  It  seems  clear  that 
neither  McClellan,  nor  any  of  his 
devoted  lieutenants,  was  anxious  that 
victory,  under  such  auspices,  should 
be  achieved.  Pope's  appointment  to 
the  command,  and  his  address  to  his 
army  on  opening  the  campaign,**  had 
been  understood  by  them  as  reflecting,, 
on  the  strategy  of  tiie  Peninsular  cam- 
paign ;  and  this  was  their  mode  of 
resenting  the  indignity. 


*  See  page  173. 
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IX. 


<MT  MARYLAND'— LEE'S   INVASION, 


Gen.  MoClellan  had  already' 
been  yerbally  charged  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  defenees  of  Washington ; 
and  was,  upon  fuller  advices  of  Pope's 
disasters,  invested'  by  the  President 
and  Gen.  Halleck  with  the  entire 
control,  not  only  of  those  fortificar 
tions,  but  of  "  all  the  troops  for  the 
defense  of  the  capi^,"  in  obedience 
to  the  imperious  demand  of  a  lai^e 
majority  of  the  surviving  officers  and 
soldiers.  Pope's  original  army  had. 
in  great  part  been  demolished;  while 
that  brought  from  the  Peninsula  by 
McClellan  had  been  taught  to  attrib- 
ute the  general  ill-fortune  not  to  the 
tardiness  and  heartlessness  wherewith 
Pope  had  been  reenforced  and  sup- 
ported by  their  leaders,  but  to  his 
own  incapacity,  presumption,  and 
folly.  McClellan  at  once  ordered  a 
concentration  of  his  forces  within  the 
defenses  of  Washington ;  where  they 
were  soon  prepared  to  resist  the  ene- 
my, but  whither  Lee  had  no  idea  of 
following  them.  Having  been  joined' 
by  D.  H.  Hill's  fi'esh  division,  from 
Bichmond,  he  sent  that  division  at 
once  in  the  van  of  his  army  to  Lees- 
buig;  thence  crossing  the  Potomac 
and  moving  on  Frederick.  Jackson 
followed  with  a  heavy  corps,  consist- 
ing of  A.  P.  Hill's,  Ewell's,  and  his 
own  divisions,  embracing  14  brigades, 
crossing^  at  White's  Ford  and  mov- 
ing on  Frederick,  which  was  occu- 
pied on  the  6th,  without  resistance. 
Gen.  Lee,  with  the  rest  of  his  army, 
rapidly  followed,  concentrating  at 
Frederick ;  whence  he  issued  the  fol- 
lowing seductive  address : 


1 


"  HSADQITABTBBS  AbMT  OF  NORTHSBir  ] 
"  VeBOINIA,  KlAB  FrEDRRIOK, 

"Sept  8, 1868. 
"  To  the  People  (^Maryland : 

"  It  is  rignt  that  you  should  \n<rw  th« 
purpose  that  has  hrought  the  army  under 
mj  command  witJiin  the  limits  of  jour 
State,  so  far  as  that  purpose  concerns  your- 
selves. 

"The  people  of  the  Confederate  States 
have  long  watched  with  the  deepest  sym- 
pathy the  wrongs  and  outrages  that  have 
heen  inflicted  upon  the  citizens  of  a  Com- 
monwealth allied  to  the  States  of  the  South 
by  the  strongest  social,  political,  and  c<Mai- 
mercial  ties,  and  reduced  to  the  conditioii 
of  a  conquered  province. 

"  Under  the  pretense  of  supporting  the 
Constitution,  but  in  violation  of  its  most 
valuable  provisions,  your  citizens  have  been 
arrested  and  imprisoned,  upon  no  charge, 
and  contrary  to  all  the  forms  of  law. 

"A  faithful  and  manly  protest  against 
this  outrage,  made  by  a  venerable  and  illus- 
trious Marylander,*  to  whom  in  better  days 
no  citizen  appealed  for  right  in  vain,  was 
treated  with  scorn  and  contempt. 

"  The  government  of  your  cnief  city  has 
been  usurped  by  armed  strangers;  your 
Legislature  has  been  dissolved  by  the  un- 
lawful arrest  of  its  members;  freedom  of 
the  press  and  of  speech  has  been  sup- 
pressed ;  words  have  been  declared  offenses 
by  an  arbitrary  decree  of  the  Federal  Exec- 
utive ;  and  citizens  ordered  to  be  tried  by 
military  commissions  for  what  they  maj 
dare  to  speak. 

"  Believing  that  the  people  of  Maryland 
possess  a  spirit  too  lofty  to  submit  to  such 
a  Government,  the  people  of  the  South  have 
long  wished  to  aid  you  in  throwing  off  thia 
foreign  yoke,  to  enable  you  again  to  e^joy 
the  inalienable  rights  of  freemen,  and  restore 
the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  your 
State. 

"  In  obedience  to  this  wish,  our  army  has 
come  among  you,  and  is  prepared  to  assist 
you  with  the  power  of  its  arms  in  regaining* 
the  rights  of  which  you  have  been  so  un- 
justly despoiled. 

"  This,  citizens  of  Maryland,  is  our  mis^ 
sion,  so  far  as  you  are  concerned.  No  re- 
straint upon  your  free  will  is  intended — no 
intimidation  will  be  allowed  within  the  lim- 
its of  this  army  at  least.  Marylanders  shall 
once  more  enjoj  their  ancient  freedom  of 
thought  and  speech.    We  know  no  enemies^ 


*SeptL  'Sept  2.  'Sept  2. 
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among  you,  and  will  protect  all  of  you  in 
every  opinion. 

"It  is  for  you  to  decide  your  destiny 
freely  and  without  constraint.  This  array 
will  respect  your  choice,  whatever  it  may 
be;  and,  while  the  Southern  people  will 
rejoice  to  welcome  you  to  your  natural  po- 
sition among  them,  they  will  only  welcome 
you  when  you  come  of  your  own  free  will. 
,  **  R.  E.  Leb,  Greneral  Commanding." 

The  fond  expectations  which  had 
prompted  this  address  were  never 
realized.  The  Marylanders  had  no 
gluttonous  appetite  for  fighting  on 
the  side  of  the  Union ;  still  less  for 
risking  their  lives  in  support  of  the 
Confederacy.  All  who  were  inclined 
to  fighting  on  that  side  had  found 
their  way  into  the  Rebel  lines  long 
before;  there  being  little  difficulty 
in  stealing  across  the  Potomac,  and 
none  at  all  in  crossing  by  night  to 
Virginia  from  the  intensely  disloyal, 
slaveholding  counties  of  south-west- 
em  Maryland.  In  vain  was  Gen. 
Bradley  T.  Johnson — who  had  left 
Frederick  at  the  outset  of  the  war  to 
serve  in  the  Rebel  army — ^made  Pro- 
vost-Marshal of  that  town,  recruit- 
ing offices  opened,  and  all  man- 
ner of  solicitations  to  enlistment  set 
forth.  The  number  of  recruits  won 
to  the  Rebel  standard  while  it  fioated 
over  Maryland  probably  just  about 
equaled  its  loss  by  deserters — say  from 
200  to  800. 

The  conduct  of  the  Rebel  soldiery 
was  in  the  main  exemplary.  Hun- 
gry, ragged,  and  shoeless,  as  they 
often  were,  they  rarely  entered  a 
house  except  by  order,  and  never 
abused  women;  but  cattle,  horses, 
and  everything  that  might  contribute 
to  the  subsistence  or  efficiency  of  an 
army,  were  seized  by  wholesale,  not 
only  for  present  use,  but  thousands 
of  animals  were  driven  across  the  Po- 


tomac to  replenish  their  wasted  and 
inadequate  resources. 

Gen.  McClellan  was  early  ap- 
prised •  of  the  disappearance  of  the 
Rebels  from  his  front,  and  soon  ad- 
vised that  they  were  crossing  into 
Maryland.  His  several  corps  were 
accordingly  brought  across  the  Poto- 
mac and  posted  on  the  north  of 
"Wasliington ;  which  city  he  left^  in 
command  of  Gen.  Banks,  making  his 
headquarters  that  night  with  the  6th 
corps,  at  Rockvilje.  He  moved  slow- 
ly, because  imcertain,  as  were  his 
superiors,  that  the  Rebel  movement 
across  the  Potomac  was  not  a  feint. 
But  his  advance,  after  a  brisk  skir- 
mish, on  the  12th  entered  Frederick, 
which  the  Rebels  had  evacuated, 
moving  westward,  during  the  two 
preceding  days,  and  through  which 
his  main  body  passed  next  day. 
Here  he  was  so  lucky  as  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  Lee's  general  order,  only 
four  days  old,  developing  his  pro- 
spective movements,  as  follows : 

**  Hb^dqua^rter^  Army  op  Northebk  ) 
"Virginia,  September  9,  1862.      ) 

"The  army  will  resume  its  march  to- 
morrow, taking  the  Hagerstown  road.  Gen. 
Jackson ^s  command  will  form  the  advance ; 
and,  after  passing  Middletown,  witli  sach 
portion  as  he  may  select,  take  the  ronte  to- 
ward Sharpsbarg,  cross  the  Potomac  at  the 
most  convenient  point,  and,  by  Friday  night, 
take  possession  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  capture  such  of  the  enemy  as  may 
be  at  Martinsburg,  and  intercept  such  as 
may  attempt  to  escape  from  Harper's  Ferry. 

"  Gen.  Longstreet's  command  will  pursue 
the  same  road  as  far  as  Boonsborough, 
where  it  will  halt  with  the  reserve,  supply, 
and  baggage  trains  of  the  army. 

"Gen.  McLaws,  with  his  own  division 
and  that  of  Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  will  fol- 
low Gen.  Longstreet ;  on  reaching  Middle- 
town,  he  will  take  the  route  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  and,  by  Friday  morrifag,  possess  him- 
self of  the  Maryland  Heights,  and  endeavor 
to  capture  the  enemy  at  Barper^s  Ferry  and 
vicinity. 

"  Gen.  Walker,  with  his  division,  after 
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aocoroplisMng  the  object  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged,  will  cross  the  Potomac  at  Cheek's 
Ford,  ascend  its  right  bank  to  Lovettsvillo, 
take  possession  of  London  Heights,  if  prac- 
ticable, by  Friday  morning ;  Key's  Ford  on 
his  left,  and  the  road  between  the  end  of 
the  mountain  and  the  Potomac  on  his  right. 
He  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  cooperate 
with  Gen.  McLaws  and  Gen.  Jackson  in  in- 
tercepting the  retreat  of  the  enemy. 

"  Gen.  1).  n.  HilPs  division  will  form  the 
rear  gnard  of  the  army,  pursuing  the  road 
taken  by  the  main  body.  The  reserve  ar- 
tillery, ordnance  and  supply  trains,  &c., 
will  precede  Gen.  Hill. 

"  Gen.  Stuart  will  detach  a  squadron  of 
cavalry  to  accompany  the  commands  of 
Gens.  Longstreet,  Jackson,  and  McLaws, 
and,  with  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry,  will 
cover  the  route  of  the  army,  and  bring  up  all 
stragglers  that  may  have  been  left  behind. 

"  The  commands  of  Gens.  Jackson,  Mc- 
Laws, and  Walker,  after  accomplishing  the 
objects  for  which  they  have  been  detached, 
will  join  the  main  body  of  the  army  at 
Boonsborough  or  Hagerstown. 

"  Each  regiment  on  the  march  will  habit- 
ually carry  its  axes  in  the  regimental  ord- 
nance wagons,  for  use  of  the  men  at  their 
encampments,  to  procure  wood,  &c. 

'^  By  command  of  Gen.  R.  £.  Leb. 
"R.  H.  Chilton, 
"  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

"M^.-Gen.  D.  H.  HIL^  Oom'ding  Div." 

McClellan  had  thus,  by  a  rare 
stroke  of  good  fortune,  become  pos- 
sessed of  his  adversary's  designs, 
when  it  was  too  late  to  change  them, 
and  when  it  could  not  be  known  to 
that  adversary,  at  least  until  devel- 
oped by  counteracting  movements, 
that  he  had  this  knowledge,  and  was 
acting  upon  it.  Lee  had  ventured 
the  hazardous  maneuver  of  dividing 
his  army  in  a  hostile  country,  and 
placing  a  considerable  and  treacher- 
ous, though  fordable,  river  between 
its  parts,  while  an  enemy  superior  in 
numbers  to  the  whole  of  it  hung 
closely  upon  its  rear.  Such  strategy 
must  have  been  dictated  by  an  in- 
effable contempt  either  for  the  capa- 
city of  his  antagonist  or  for  the  most 
obvious  rules  of  war. 

The  order  above  given  rendered  it 


clear  not  only  that  Harper's  Ferry 
was  Lee's  object,  and  that  Jackson's 
corps  and  Walker's  division  were  ere 
this  across  the  Potomac  in  eager 
quest  of  it,  but  that  only  McLaws's 
corps— ^20,000  men  at  the  utmost — 
was  now  between  our  whole  army 
and  the  coveted  prize.  Our  corps 
happened  then  to  be  mainly  concen- 
trated around  Frederick ;  but  Frank- 
lin's division — ^nearly  17,000  strong 
— was  some  miles  southward,  ^d 
thus  nearer  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and 
in  front  of  McLaws.  Had  McClellan 
instantly  put  his  whole  army  in  mo- 
tion, marching  by  the  left  flank  on 
parallel  roads  leading  directly  toward 
the  Potomac  and  the  Ferry,  and 
sending  orders  to  Franklin  to  ad- 
vance and  either  force  his  way  to  the 
Ferry  or  engage  whomsoever  might 
attempt  to  resist  him, -assured  that 
corps  after  corps  would  follow  swift- 
ly his  advance  and  second  his  at- 
tacks, McLaws  must  have  been 
utterly  crushed  "|;)efore  sunset  of  the 
14:th,  and  Harper's  Ferry  relieved  by 
midnight  at  farthest.  That,  instead 
of  this,  McClellan  should  have  ad- 
vanced his  main  body  on  the  road 
tending  rather  north  of  west,  through 
Turner's  Gap  to  Boonsborough  and 
Hagerstown,  rather  than  on  roads 
leading  to  Crampton's  Oap  and  to 
the  Potomac,  is  unexplained  and  in- 
explicable. 

The  'South  Mountain'  range  of 
hills,  which  stretch  north-eastwardly 
from  the  Potomac  across  Maryland, 
are  a  modified  continuation  of  Vir- 
ginia's *  Blue  Ridge,'  as  the  less  con- 
siderable Catoctin  range,  near  Fred- 
erick, are  an  extension  of  the  *  Bull 
Bun'  range.  Between  them  is  the 
valley  of  Catoctin  creek,  some  ten 
miles  wide  at  the  Potomac,  but  nar- 
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rowing  to  a  point  at  its  head.  Seve- 
ral roads  cross  both  ranges ;  the  best 
being  the  National  Boad  from  Balti- 
more through  Frederick  and. Middle- 
town  (the  chief  village  of  the  Catoc- 
tin  Valley),  to  Hagerstown  and  Cum- 
berland • 

Lee,  having  divided  his  army  in 
order  to  swoop  down  on  Harper's 
Feny,  was  compelled  by  McClellan's 
quickened  and  assured  pursuit,  based 
on  the 'captured  order  aforesaid,  to 
fight  all  our  army  with  half  of  his 
own — ^reversing  the  strategy  usual  in 
this  quarter ;  for,  if  McClellan's  ad- 
vance were  not  impeded,  Harper's 
Ferry  would  be  relieved.  So,  Gen. 
Pleasanton,  leading  our  cavalry  ad- 
vance on  the  road  to  Hagerstown, 
encountered  some  resistance*  at  the 
crossing  of  Oatoctin  creek  in  Middle- 
town  ;  but,  skirmishing  occasionally 
with  Stuart's  cavalry,  pressed  on, 
backed  by  Cox's  division  of  Bum- 
side's  corps,  to  find  the  enemy  in 
force  before  Tubne^ 's  Gap  of  South 
Mountain,  a  few  miles  beyond. 

This  gap  is  about  400  £§ethigh; 
the  crests  on  either  side  rising  some 
600  feet  higher ;  the  old  Hagerstown 
and  Sharpsburg  roads,  half  a  mile  to 
a  mile  distant,  on  either  side,  rising 
higher  than  the  National  Boad,  and 
materially  increasing  the  diflSculty  of 
holding  the  pass  against  a  largely 
superior  force. 

Lee,  in  his  eagerness  to  grasp  the 
prize  whereon  he  was  intent,  ^nd  in 
his  confident  assurance  that  McClel- 
Ian  would  continue  the  cautious  and 
hesitating  movement  of  six  or  seven 
miles  a  day  by  which  he  had  hither- 
to advanced  from  Washington,  had 
pushed  Longstreet  forward  on  Jack- 
son's track  to  Hagersto¥m,*  whence 


six  of  his  brigades,  under  Anderson, 
had  been  sent  to  cooperate  with  Mo- 
Laws  against  Maryland  Heights  and 
Harper's  Ferry.  This  left  only  D. 
H.  Hill's  division  of  five  brigades  to 
hold  Turner's  Gap  and  the  adjacent 
passes,  with  such  help  as  might  be 
afforded  by  Stuart's  cavalry;  Stuart 
having  reported  to  Hill,  on  the  18th, 
that  only  two  brigades  were  pursu- 
ing them.  He  was  undeceived,  how- 
ever, when,  at  7  a.  m.  next  morning, 
Cox's  division  of  Bumside's  corps 
advanced  up  the  turnpike  from  Mid- 
dletown,  preceded  by  Pleasanton's 
cavalry  and  a  battery,  and  opened 
on  that  defending  the  Gap ;  wliile  by 
far  the  larger  portion  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  could  be  seen,  by  the 
aid  of  a  good  field-glass,  fr^m  a  fa- 
vorable position  on  the  mountain, 
either  advancing  across  the  valley  or 
win(Kng  down  the  opposite  heights 
into  it. 

Hill  reports  his  division  as  but 
6,000  strong;  and  even  this  small 
force  had  been  somewhat  dispersed 
in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Lee 
and  the  erroneous  information  of 
Stuart.  The  brigade  of  Gen.  Gar- 
land, which  was  first  pushed  forward 
to  meet  our  advance,  was  instantly 
and  badly  cut  up,  its  commander  be- 
ing killed  ;  when  it  retired  in  disorder, 
and  was  replaced  by  that  of  Ander- 
son, supported  by  those  of  Bhodes 
and  Bipley,  who  held  the  pass  firmly 
for  hours  against  the  most  gallant  ef- 
forts of  Cox's  Ohio  raiments.  But, 
meanwhile,  our  superior  numbers, 
backed  by  desperate  fighting,  enabled 
us  steadily  to  gain  ground  on  either 
side,  until  the  crest  of  the  heights  on 
the  left  of  the  pass  was  fairly  ours, 
though    one  of  our   batteries   had 


*Sept.  13. 


*  Sept  11. 
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meantime  been  all  bnt  lost ;  itBgnn- 
neiB  having  been  shot  down  or  dn- 
yen  aSy  and  its  guns  saved  from  cap- 
ture only  by  a  determined  charge  of 
the  33d  Ohio,  100th  Pennsylvania, 
and  45th  "Hew  York. 


tODTH  xonreAxv. 


The  rattle  of  mnsketry  ceased  at 
noon,  and  for  two  hours  only  the 
roar  of  caimon  was  heard ;  the  com- 
batants on  either  side  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  reenforcements.    Hitherto, 


only  Keno's  division  on  onr  side,  and 
HiU's  on  that  of  the  Bebels,  had 
been  engaged.  But,  at  2  p.  m.,  Hook- 
er's corps  came  up  on  onr  side,  and 
took  the  old  Hagerstown  road,  lead- 
ing away  from  the  turnpike  on  our 
right,  with  intent  to  flank  and  crash 
the  Bebel  left.  At  8  p.  m.,  our  line 
of  battle  was  formed,  with  Eicketts's 
division  on  the  right ;  King's,  comr 
manded  by  Hatch,  In  the  center, 
with  its  right  resting  on  the  turn* 
pike,  and  Beno's  on  the  left;  and  a 
general  advance  commenced,  under 
a  heavy  fire  of  artillery. 

Meantime,  HiU  had  sent  pressing 
messages  to  .Longstreet,  at  Hagers- 
town, for  help;  and  two  brigades 
had  already  arrived;  as  Longstreet 
himself  with  seven  more  brigades^ 
did  very  soon  afterward ;  raising  the 
Rebel  force  in  action  tliereafter  to 
some  25,000  or  30,000  men.  Long- 
street,  ranking  Hill,  of  course  took 
command;  little  to  the  satisfaction 
of  Hill,  who  evidently  thinks  he  could 
have  done  much  better.'* 

The  enemy's  advantage  in  position 
was  still  very  great,  every  movement 
on  our  part  being  plaiiJy  visible  to 
them ;  while  we  could  know  nothing 
of  their  positions  nor  their  strength, 
except  from  their  fire  and  its  effect. 
Our  men  were  constanlJy  struggling 
up  rocky  steeps,  mainly  wooded^ 
where  every  wall,  or  fence,  or  in- 
equality of  ground,  fSavors  the  com- 
batants who  stand  on  the  defensive. 
The  disparity  in  numbers  between 
those  actually  engaged  waa  not  very 
great — ^possibly  three  to  two—but 
then,  our  men  were  inspirited  by  the 


''HiO,  in  his  official  report^  Bajs: 

*'IC^.-Gen.  Longstreet  came  up  about  4 
o*dock,  with  the  cominands  of  'Brig. -Gens. 
Erans  and  D.  R.  Jones.  I  had  now  become  &- 
■liliar  with  the  ground,  and  knew  all  the  vital 


points ;  and,  had  these  troops  reported  to  me^ 
the  result  might  have  been  diflferent  As  it 
waSf  they  took  wrong  positions ;  and,  in  thehr 
exhausted  condition  afler  a  long  miurch,  thfij 
were  broken  and  scattered*^ 
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coBscioofinesB  that  a  great  army  Btood 
behind  them. 

Still,  the  gromid  was  Btubbomly 
contested,  foot  by  foot ;  Gen.  Hatch, 
commanding  the  Ist  division,  being 
disabled  by  a  wound,  and  succeeded 
by  Gen.  A.  Doubleday.  Col.  "Wain- 
wright,  76th  New  York,  who  now 
took  command  of  Doubleday's  brig- 
ade, was  likewise  wounded.  But 
Hooker  steadily  advanced ;  and  had 
fairly  flanked  and  worsted  the  Rebel 
left,  when  darkness  put  an  end  to  the 
fray. 

The  struggle  on  our  left  com- 
menced later,  and  was  signalized  by 
similar  gallantry  on  both  sides ;  but 
numbers  prevailed  over  desperation, 
and  the  Rebels  were  steadily  forced 
back  until  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
was  won.  Here  fell,  about  sunset, 
Maj.-Gen.  Jesse  L.  Reno,  mortally 
wounded  by  a  musket-ball,  while,  at 
the  head  of  his  division,  he  was 
watching  through  a  glass  the  enemy's 
movements. 

Gen.  Meade,  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  had  followed  Hooker 
from  Catoctin  creek  up  the  old 
Hagerstown  road,  so  far  as  Mount 
Tabor  church.  He  went  into  action 
on  the  right  of  Hatch's  division,  and 
was  soon  heavily  engaged ;  his  brig- 
ades being  admirably  handled  by 
Q^n.  Seymour  and  Cols.  Magilton 
and  Gallagher,  the  last  of  whom  was 
woimded.  It  had  not  frilly  reached 
the  summit  in  its  front,  when  .dark- 


ness arrested  the  conflict.  Gen. 
Doryea's  brigade  of  Ricketts's  divi- 
sion, which  had  been  ordered  to  its 
support,  was  just  then  coming  into 
action. 

Our  advance  up  the  turnpike  in 
the  center,  being  contingent  on  suc- 
cess at  either  side,  was  made  last,  by 
Gibbon's  brigade  of  Hatch's,  and 
Hartsuff s  of  Ricketts's  division ; 
the  artillery  fighting  its  way  up  the 
road,  witli.the  infantry  supporting 
on  either  side.  The  struggle  here 
was  obstinate,  and  protracted  till  9 
o'clock,  when  Gibbon's  brigade  had 
nearly  reached  the  top  of  the  pass, 
and  had  exhausted  every  cartridge  ; 
suffering,  of  course,  severely.  At 
midnight,  it  was  relieved  by  Gor- 
man's brigade  of  Sumner's  corps, 
which,  with  Williams's,  had  reached 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  a  little  after 
dark.  Richardson's  division  had  also 
arrived,  and  taken  position  in  the 
rear  of  Hooker ;  while  Sykes's  divi- 
sion of  regulars  and  the  artillery  re- 
serve had  halted  for  the  night  at  Mid- 
dletown ;  so  that  McClellan  had  most 
of  his  army  in  hand,  ready  to  renew 
the  action  next  morning. 

But  Lee,  who  was  also  present,  and 
whose  end  had  been  secured  by  the 
precious  hours  here  gained  for  his 
Harper's  Ferry  operations,  withdrew 
his  forces*  during  the  night ;  so  that, 
when  our  skirmishers  advanced  next 
morning,  they  encountered  only  the 
dead  and  the  desperately  wounded. '^ 


"Gen.  McClellan  sent  four   successive  dis- 
patches to  Gen.  Halleck  concerning  this  affair; 
.  whereof  the  following  is  the  latest  and  most 
erroneous : 

"Headquabtebs  Aritt  of  thb  Potomao,  ) 
»*  BOLIVAB  Sept  16—10  A.  M.  J 

**  To  H:  W.  Halleck,  General-hi-Chief : 

*'  Information  this  moment  received  completely 
oonflnns  the  rout  and  demoralization  of  the 
Rebel  anny.    Gton.  Lee  is  reported  wounded 


and  Garland  killed.  Gen.  Hooker  alone  has 
over  a  thousand  more  prisoners;  700  having 
been  sent  to  Frederick.  It  is  stated  that  Lee 
gives  his  loss  va  fifteen  thousand.  We  are  follow- 
ing as  rapidly  as  the  men  can  move. 

**  George  B.  McClellan,  Miyor-Gen." 

McClellan  seems  here  to  suppose  that  he  had 

fought  and  beaten  the  main  body  of  the  Rebel 

army;   yet  how  could  he  think  so  with  Lee's 

order  of  the  9th  before  him? 
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McClellan  states  his  losses  in  this 
affair  at  312  killed,  1,234  wounded, 
and  22  missing :  total,  1,568  ;  claims 
about  1,500  prisonera^-no  guns — and 
says:  "The  loss  to  the  enemy  in 
killed  was  much  greater  than  our 
own,  and  probably  also  in  wounded.^' 
This  is  hardly  credible;  since  the 
Eebels  fought  with  every  advantage 
of  position  and  shelter,  and  were 
nowhere  so  driven  as  to  lose  heavily 
by  a  fire  upon  huddled,  disorganized 
masses,  when  retreating  in  disorder." 


Maj.-G^n.  Franklin,  with  the  6th 
corps,  composed  of  his  own.  Couch's, 
and  Sykes's  divisions,  forming  the 
left  wing  of  McQellan's  army,  had 
advanced  cautiou^y  up  the  north 
bank  of  the  Potomac,  through  Tenal- 
lytown,  Damestown,  and  PoolesviUe 
— ^his  right  passing  through  Eock- 
ville — ^until  McClellan's  discovery 
that  Lee  had  divided  his  army  in 
order  to  clutch  Harper's  Ferry  in- 
duced a  general  quickening  of  move- 
ment on  our  side.  Still  advancing, 
he  approached,  at  noon  on  the  14th, 
the  pass  through  Ceailptoh's  Gap  in 
the  South  Mountain,  just  beyond 
Burkettsville,  several  miles  south- 
westward  of  that  at  which  Bumside, 
leading  our  main  advance,  had,  some 
hours  earlier,  found  his  march  ob- 
structed by  Hill.  Before  him  was 
Howell  Cobb,  with  two  or  three  brig- 
ades of  McLaws's  division,  whereof 
the  larger  portion  was  some  miles 
farther  on,  operating  against  Mary- 
land Heights  and  Harper's  Ferry. 
The  Gap  afforded  good  positfons  for 
defense ;  but  the  disparity  of  num- 
bers was  decisive ;  and  Cobb — who, 


of  course,  had  orders  to  hold  on  at  any 
cost — was  finally  driven  out,  after  a 
smart  contest  of  four  or  five  hours, 
wherein  his  force  was  badly  cut  up. 
Our  loss  here  was  115  killed  and  418 
wounded ;  our  trophies,  400  prison- 
ers, one  gim,  and  700  small  arms. 
Coidd  Franklin  but  have  realized 
how  precious  were  the  moments,  he 
was  still  in  time  to  have  relieved 
Harper's  Ferry;  whence,  following 
up  his  advantage  with  moderate  vig- 
or, he  was  but  six  miles  distant  when 
it  surrendered  at  8  next  morning. 


Stonewall  Jackson,  leaving  Fred- 
erick on  the  10th,  had  pushea  swiftly 
through  Middletown  and  Boonsbo- 
rough  to  Williamsport,  where  he  ro- 
crossed  the  Potomac  next  day ;  strik- 
ing thence  at  Martinsburg,  wliich 
was  held  by  Glen.  Julius  White,  with 
some  2,000  Unionists.  But  White, 
warned  of  Jackson's  approach  in 
overwhelming  strength,  fled  during 
the  night  of  the  11th  to  Harper's 
Ferry;  where  he  found  Col.  D.  S. 
Miles,  of  Bull  Run  dishonor,  in  com- 
mand of  some  10,000  mfo,  partly 
withdrawn  from  Winchester-  and 
other  points  up  the  Valley,  but  in 
good  part  composed  of  green  r^- 
ments,  hastily  levied  on  tidings  of 
the  Chickahominy  disasters,  and  offi- 
cered by  local  politicians,  who  had 
never  yet  seen  a  shot  fired  at  a  line 
of  armed  men.  White  ranked  Miles, 
and  should  have  taken  command ;  but 
he  waived  his  right  in  deference  to 
Miles's  experience  as  an  old  army 
officer,  and  offered  to  serve  under 
him ;  which  was  accepted. 

Jackson,  who  had  cheaply  acquired 


'Hill  says  that  Gen.  Rhodes,  commanding 
one  of  his  brigades,  estimates  his  loss  at  422 
out  of  1,200  taken  into  action.    Ckd.  Gajle,  12th 


Alabama,  was  among  his  killed;  and  OoL 
O'Neal,  24th,  and  Lt-Ool  Pickens,  12th  Ala- 
bama,  were  severely  wounded. 
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a  good  supply  of  provisions  and  muni- 
tions at  Martinsburg,  did  not  allow 
himself  to  be  detained  by  them ;  but, 
hurrying  on,  was  before  Harper's  Fer- 
ry at  11  A.  M.  of  the  18th.  Waiting 
only  to  ascertain  that  McLaws,  who 
was  to  cooperate  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Potomac,  and  Walker,  who 
was  dispatched  simultaneously  from 
Frederick,  with  orders  to  cross  the 
Potomac  at  Point  of  Rocks  and  come 
up  on  the  south,  so  as  to  shut  in 
and  assail  our  garrison  from  that  side 
of  the  Shenandoah,  were  already  in 
position,  he  ordered  A.  P.  Hill,  with 
his  division,  to  move  down  the  north 
bank  of  the  Shenandoah  into  Harper's 
Ferry ;  while  Lawton,  with  Ewell's, 
and  J.  B.  Jones,  with  Jackson's  own 
division,  were  to  advance  upon  and 
threaten  the  beleaguered  Unionists 
farther  and  farther  to  their  right. 

Harper's  Ferry  is  little  more  than 
a  deep  ravine  or  gorge,  commanded 
on  three  sides  by  steep  mountains, 
and  of  course  defensible  only  from 
one  or  more  of  these.  A  commander 
who  was  neither  a  fool  nor  a  traitor, 
seeing  enemies  swarming  against  him 
from  every  side,  would  either  have 
evacuated  in  haste,  and  tried  to  make 
his  way  out  of  the  trap,  or  concentra- 
ted his  force  on  one  of  the  adjacent 
heights,  and  here  held  out,  until  time 
had  been  afforded  for  his  relief. 
Miles  did  neither.  He  posted  "  the 
32d  Ohio,  CoL  T.  H.  Ford,  on  Mary- 
land  Heights ;  where  they  were  reen- 
forced"  by  the  39th  and  126th  New 
York,  and  next  day  by  the  115th 
New  York  and  part  of  a  Maryland 
regiment.  Ford's  requisition  for  axes 
and  spades  was  not  filled ;  and  the 
only  10  axes  that  could  be  obtained 
were  used  in  constructing"  a  slight 


breastwork  of  trees  near  the  crest, 
with  an  abatis  in  its  front ;  where  Mc^ 
Laws's  advance  appeared  and  com- 
menqed  skirmisning  the  Qame  day. 


\ 


WLkmrxM'%  rxBBT. 


An  attack  in  force  was  made,  early 
next  morning,'*  and  was  repulsed; 
but  was  followed  at  9  o'clock  by  an- 
other and  more  determined,  when — 
Col.  E.  Sherrill,  126th  New  York, 
being  severely  wounded — his  regi- 
ment broke  and  fled  in  utter  rout, 
and  the  remaining  regiments  soon 
followed  the  example,  alleging  an 
order  to  retreat  from  Maj.  Hewitt, 
w^ho  denied  having  given  it.  Our 
men  were  rallied  after  running  a 
short  distance,  and  reoccupied  part 
of  the  ground  they  had  so  culpably 
abandoned,  but  did  not  regain  tlieir 
breastwork;  and  of  course  left  the 
enemy  in  a  commanding  position. 
At  2  o'clock  next  morning,"  Ford, 
without  being  further  assailed,  aban- 
doned the  Heights,  so  far  as  we  still 
retained  them,  spiking  his  guns :  4  of 
which,  at  a  later  hour  in  the  morn- 
ing, were  brought  off  by  four  com- 
panies, under  Maj.  Wood,  who  went 
over  on  a  reconnoissance  and  encoun- 
tered no  opposition. 

McLaws,  with  his  own  and  Ander- 
son's divisions,  leaving  Frederick  on 
the  10th,  had  entered  PleasantV alley. 


"  Sept  6. 


>  Sept.  12. 


"•  Sept.  12. 


>  Sept.  13. 


"  Sept.  14. 
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via  Burkettsrille,  on  the  11th ;  and, 
perceiving  at  once  that  Maryland 
Heights  was  the  key  of  the  position, 
had  sent"  Kershaw,  with  his  own 
and  Barksdale's  brigades,  up  a  rug- 
ged mountain  road,  impracticable 
for  artillery,  to  the  crest  of  the  Elk 
Mountains,  two  or  three  miles  north- 
ward of  Maryland  Heights,  with  or- 
ders to  follow  along  that  crest,  and 
80  approach  and  carry  our  position ; 
while  Wright's  brigade,  with  2  guns, 
was  to  take  post  on  the  southern  face 
of  South  Mountain,  and  so  command 
all  the  approaches  along  the  Poto- 
mac. Meanwhile,  McLaws,  with  the 
rest  of  his  force,  save  the  brigades 
holding  Crampton's  Gap,  moved  down 
Pleasant  Valley  to  the  river. 

Kershaw  advanced  according  to  or- 
der, through  dense  woods  and  over 
very  rough  ground,  until  he  encoun- 
tered and  worsted  Ford's  conmaand  on 
the  Heights,  as  we  have  seen ;  while 
Wright  and  Anderson  took,  unop- 
posed, the  positions  assigned  them, 
and  McLaws  advanced  to  Sandy 
Hook,  barring  all  egress  from  Har- 
per's Ferry  down  the  Potomac. 

The  morning  of  the  lith  was  spent 
by  McLaws  in  cutting  a  road  practi- 
cable for  artillery  to  the  crest  of 
Maryland  Heights,  whence  fire  was 
opened  fit>m  4  guns  at  2  p.  m.  ;  not 
only  shelling  our  forces  at  the  Ferry, 
but  commanding  our  position  on 
Bolivar  Heights,  beyond  it.  Before 
night,  Walker's  guns  opened  like- 
wise from  Loudon  Heights,  and 
Jackson's  batteries  were  playing 
from  several  points,  some  of  tiiem 
enfilading  our  batteries  on  Bolivar 
Heights;  while  shots  from  others 
readied  our  helpless  and  huddled 
men  in  their  rear.    During  the  night, 


Col.  Crutchfield,  Jackson's  chief  of 
artillery,  ferried  10  of  EweU's  guns 
across  tiie  Shenandoah,  and  estab- 
lished them  where  they  could  take 
in  reverse  our  best  intrenchments  on 
BoUvar  Heights;  soon  compelling 
their  evacuation  and  our  retreat  to  an 
inferior  position,  considerably  nearer 
the  Ferry,  and  of  course  moi*e  ex- 
posed to  and  commanded  by  Mo- 
Laws's  guns  on  Maryland  Heights. 

At  9  p.  M.,"  our  cavalry,  some 
2,000 -Strong,  under  Col.  Davis,  12th 
Illinois,  made  their  escape  from  the 
Ferry,  across  the  pontoon-bridge,  to 
the  Maryland  bank ;  passing  up  the 
Potomac  unassailed,  through  a  re- 
gion swarming  with  enemies,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Antietam,  thence  stri- 
king northward  across  Maryland, 
reaching  Greencastle,  Pa.,  next  morn- 
ing ;  having  captured  by  the  way  the 
ammunition  train  of  Gen.  Longstreet, 
Consisting  of  50  to  60  wagons.  Miles 
assented  to  this  escape ;  but  refused 
permission  to  infantry  officers  who 
asked  leave  to  cut  their  way  out :  say- 
ing he  was  ordered  to  hold  the  Ferry 
to  the  last  extremity. 

Next  morning  at  daybreak,'*  the 
Rebel  batteries  reopened  from  seven 
commanding  points,  directing  their 
fire  principally  at  our  batteries  on 
Bolivar  Heights.  At  7  a.  m..  Miles 
stated  to  Gen.  White  that  a  surrender 
was  inevitable,  his  artiUery  ammu- 
nition being  all  but  exhausted ;  when 
the  brigade  commanders  were  called 
together  and  assented.  A  white  flag 
was  thereupon  raised ;  but  the  Eebels, 
not  perceiving  it,  continued  their 
fire  some  80  to  40  minutes,  whereby 
Miles  was  mortally  wounded.  Jack- 
son was  just  impelling  a  general  in- 
fantry attack,  when  informed  that  the 


*  Sept  12. 


'  Sept.  14. 


'Sept.  16. 
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wliite  flag  had  been  raised  on  the  de- 
fenses. At  8  A.  M.,  a  capitulation 
was  agreed  to,  under  which  11,583 
men  were  passed  over  to  the  enemy 
— about  half  of  them  New  Yorkers  ; 
the  residue  mainly  from  Ohio  and 
Maryland.  Nearly  all  were  raw 
levies ;  some  of  them  militia,  called 
out  for  three  months.  Among  the 
spoils  were  73  guns,  ranging  from 
excellent  to  worthless ;  13,000  small 
arms,  200  wagons,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  tents  and  camp-equipage.  Of 
horses,  provisions,  and  munitions,  the 
captures  were  of  small  account. 

Jackson,  whose  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  time  was  unsurpassed,  did 
not  wait  to  receive  the  surrender; 
but,  leaving  that  duty  to  Hill,  hur- 
ried off  the  mass  of  his  followers  to 
rejoin  Gen.  Lee;  and,  by  marching 
day  and  night,  reached  the  Antietam 
next  morning." 

It  is  impossible  to  resist  the  con* 
elusion  that  Miles,  in  this  affair, 
acted  the  part  of  a  traitor.  He  had 
been  ordered,  one  month  before 
his  surrender,  to  fortify  Maryland 
Heights ;  which  he  totally  neglected 
to  do.  He  refused  or  neglected  to 
send  the  axes  and  spades  required  by 
Col.  Ford,  giving  no  reason  therefor. 
He  paroled,  on  the  13th,  16  Eebel 
prisoners,  authorizing  them  to  pass 
out  of  our  lines  into  those  of  the 
enemy ;  thus  giving  the  Rebel  com- 
manders the  fullest  knowledge  of  all 
wherewith  ours  should  have  wished 
to  keep  them  ignorant.  Another 
Rebel,  an  oflScer  named  Rouse,  who 
had  been  captured  and  had  escaped, 
being  retaken,  was  allowed  a  private 
interview  by  Miles,  and  thereupon 
paroled  to  go  without  our  lines.  He, 
still  under  parole,  appeared  in  arms 


at  the  head  of  his  men,  among  the 
first  to  enter  our  lines  afrer  the  sur- 
render. 

As  to  Gen.  McClellan,  his  most 
glaring  fault  in  the  premises  would 
seem  to  have  been  his  designation" 
of  Col.  Miles,  after  his  shameful  be- 
havior at  Bull  Run,  to  the  command 
of  a  post  so  important  as  Harper's 
Ferry.  It  is  easy  now  to  reproach 
him  with  the  slowness  of  his  advance 
from  Washington  to  Frederick ;  but 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  his 
force  consisted  of  the  remains  of  two 
beaten  armies — ^his  own  and  Pope's 
— ^not  so  much  strengthened  as 
swelled  by  raw  troops,  hastily  levied 
for  an  emergency ;  while  opposed  to 
him  was  an  army  of  veterans,  inferior 
indeed  in  numbers,  but  boasting  of  a 
succession  of  victories  from  fij^t  Bull 
Run  onward,  and  proudly  regarding 
itself  as  invincible.  Perplexed  as  to 
Lee's  intentions,  and  hampered  by 
the  necessity  of  covering  at  once 
Washington  and  Baltimore,  McClel- 
lan moved  slowly,  indeed ;  but  only 
a  great  military  genius,  or  a  rash, 
headstrong  fool,  would  have  ventured 
to  do  otherwise.  After  he  learned 
at  Frederick  that  Lee  had  divided 
his  army,  in  his  eagerness  to  clutch 
the  tempting  prize,  McClellan  blun- 
dered sadly  in  not  hurling  his  army 
at  once  on  McLaws,  and  thus  cutting 
his  way  swiftly  to  the  Ferry ;  yet, 
with  all  his  mistakes,  he  moved  vig- 
orously enough  to  have  seasonably 
relieved  Miles,  had  that  officer 
evinced  loyalty  and  decent  fitne^ 
for  his  position,  or  had  Ford  defend- 
ed Maryland  Heights  with  vigor  and 
tenacity. 

Halleck's  insisting  that  Harper's 
Ferry  should  be  held,  afl;er  he  knew 
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that  £he  Rebel  army  had  crossed  into 
Maryland,  is  one  of  those  puzzles  so 
frequently  exhibited  in  the  strategy 
of  that  Generalissimo,  which  must 
find  their  solution  in  some  higher, 
subtler,  and  more  leisurely  existence. 


Gen.  McClellan,  at  3  a.  m;  of  the 
16th,  was  aware — ^for  he  telegraphed 
to  Halleck — that  he  had  been  fight- 
ing the  forces  of  D.  H.  Hill  and 
Longstreet;  that  they  had  disap- 
peared from  his  front;  and  that 
Franklin  had  likewise  been  com- 
pletely successful  at  Crampton's  Gap, 
on  his  left.  He  says  in  this  dispatch : 
"  The  enemy  disappeared  during  the 
night ;  our  troops  are  now  advancing 
in  pursuit."  At  8  a.  m.,  he  tele- 
graphed again — still  from  Bolivar,  at 
the  foot  of  Turner's  Gap : 

"  I  have  just  learned  from  Gen.  Hooker, 
in  the  advance — who  states  that  the  infor- 
mation is  perfectly  reliable — that  the  enemy 
is  making  for  the  river  in  a  perfect  panic ; 
and  Gen.  Lee  last  night  stated  pablioly  that 
he  mnst  admit  they  had  been  shockingly 
whipped.  I  am  hurrying  every  thiog  for- 
ward to  endeavor  to  press  their  retreat  to 
the  ntmost.^' 

Had  even  the  last  sentence  of  this 
dispatch  been  literally  true,  Lee's 
destruction  was  imminent  and  cer- 
tain. 

It  was  now  too  late  to  save  Har- 
per's Ferry — for  it  had  this  moment 
fallen — ^but  not  too  late  to  superbly 
avenge  it.  With  Lee's  order  in  his 
hand,  McClellan  must  have  known 
that  the  forces  from  which  he  and 
Franklin  had  just  wrested  the  passes 
of  the  South  Mountain  were  all  that 
Lee  had  to  depend  upon,  save  those 
which  he  had  detached  and  sent — 
mainly  by  long  circuits — to  reduce 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  which  must  now 
be  mainly  on  the  other  side  of  the 


Potomac.  Precious  hours  had  been 
lost  by  massing  on  his  right  instead 
of  his  left,  and  fighting  for  Turner's 
Gap,  when  he  should  only  by  a  feint 
have  kept  as  many  Eebek  there  as 
possible,  while  he  poured  the  great 
body  of  his  army,  in  overwhelming 
strength  and  with  the  utmost  celer- 
ity, through  Crampton's  Gap,  crush- 
ing McLaws  and  relieving  Harper's 
Ferry.  But  there  was  still  time,  if 
not  to  retrieve  the  error,  at  least  to 
amend  it.  Our  soldiers,  flushed  with 
unwonted  victory,  and  full  in  the 
faith  that  they  had  just  wrested  two 
strong  mountain-passes  from  the  en- 
tire Rebel  army,  were  ready  for  any 
effort,  any  peril.  To  press  forward 
with  the  utmost  rapidity,  and  so  re- 
lieve Harper's  Ferry,  if  that  might 
still  be,  but  at  all  events  to  crush 
that  portion  of  the  Rebel  army  still 
north  of  the  Potomac,  if  it  diould 
stand  at  bay,  and  rout  and  shatter  it 
shoidd  it  attempt  to  ford  the  river ; 
at  the  very  worst,  to  interpose  be- 
tween it  and  the  other  half,  under 
Jackson  and  Walker,  should  it  at- 
tempt to  escape  westward  by  Hagers- 
town  and  Williamsport,  and  thus  be 
in  position  to  assail  and  overwhelm 
either  half  before  it  could  unite  with 
the  other,  was  the  course  which  seems 
to  have  been  as  obvious  to  Mc- 
CleUan  as  it  must  be  to  every  one 
else. 

The  advance  was  again  led  by 
Gen.  Pleasanton's  cavalry,  who  over- 
took at'Boonsborough  the  Rebel  cav- 
alry rear-guard,  charged  it  with  spirit, 
and  routed  it,  capturing  250  prison- 
ers and  2  guns.  Richardson's  divi- 
sion, of  Sumner's  corps,  followed; 
pressing  eagerly  on  that  afternoon ; " 
and,  after  a  march  of  10  or  12  miles. 
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descried  the  Bebels  posted  in  force 
across  Aihtetak  Cbeek,  in  front  of 
the  little  village  of  Shabpsbubo. 
Kichardson  halted  and  deployed  on 
the  right  of  the  road  from  Keedys- 
ville  to  Sharpsburg ;  Sykes,  with  his 
division  of  r^ulars,  following  closely 
after,  came  np  and  deployed  on  the 
left  of  that  road.  Gen.  McClellan 
himself,  with  three  corps  in  all,  came 
np  during  the  evening. 

Lee  had  of  conrse  chosen  a  strong 
position ;  but  delay  could  only  serve 
to  strengthen  it,  while  giving  oppor- 
tunity for  the  arrival  of  Jackson, 
Walker,  and  McLaws,  from  Harper's 
Ferry ;  which  McClellan  now  knew 
had  fallen  that  morning:  Franklin 
having  apprised  him  of  the  hour 
when  the  sound  of  guns  from  that 
quarter  ceased.  Had  McClellan  then 
resolved  to  attack  at  daylight  next 
morning,**  he  might  before  noon  have 
hurled  60,000  gallant  troops  against 
not  more  than  half  their  number  of 
Bebels;  for,  though  Jackson  arrived 
with  his  overmarched  men  that  morn- 
ing, he  left  A.  P.  Hill  behind  at 
the  Ferry,  while  McLaws,  still  con- 
fronting Franklin  in  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, was  obliged  to  cross  the  Potomac 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  recross  it  at 
Shepherdstown,  in  order  to  come  up 
at  all ;  and  did  not  arrive  until  the 
morning  of  the  17th.  "Walker,  clear- 
ing Loudon  Heights  and  crossing  the 
Shenandoah  on  the  15th,  had  fol- 
lowed Jackson  during  the  night,  and 


arrived  at  Shepherdstown  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th ;  crossing 
and  reporting  to  Lee  at  Sharpsburg 
by  noon." 

Lee,  aware  tiiat  every  hour's  delay 
was  an  inestimable  advantage  to  him, 
made  as  great  a  display  of  force  as 
possible  throughout  the  15th  and 
16th,  though  he  thereby  exposed  his 
infantry — ^it  seemed  wantonly — ^to  the 
fire  of  our  artillery.  But,  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th,  when  our  col- 
umns advanced  to  the  attack,  and  the 
battle  began  in  earnest,  his  whole 
army,  save  A.  P.  Hill's  division,  be* 
ing  on  hand,  the  regiments  and  brig- 
ades hitherto  so  ostentatiously  para- 
ded seemed  to  have  sunk  into  the 
earth;  and  nothing  but  grim  and 
frowning  batteries  were  seen  cover- 
ing each  hill-crest  and  trained  on 
every  stretch  of  open  groimd  where- 
by our  soldiers  might  attempt  to 
scale  those  rugged  steeps. 

The  struggle  was  inaugurated  on 
the  afternoon  of  the'Wth,  by  our  old 
faminar  maneuver:  Hooker,  on  our 
right,  being  directed  to  flank  and 
beat  the  enemy's  left,  backed  by 
Sumner,  Franldin,  and  Mansfield, 
who  were  to  come  into  action  suc- 
cessively, somewhat  nearer  the  ene- 
my's center.  It  would  have  been 
a  serious  objection,  ten  hours  before, 
to  this  strategy,  that  it  tended,  even 
if  successful,  to  concentrate  the  ene- 
my, by  driving  him  back  on  his  divi- 
sions arriving  or  expected  from  Har- 


•*  Sept  16. 

**  McClellan,  in  his  report,  says : 

"It  had  been  hoped  to  engage  the  enemy 
during  the  15th;"  but,  "after  a  rapid  examina- 
tion  of  the  position,  I  found  that  it  was  too  late 
to  attack  that  day,  and  at  once  directed  the  plac- 
ing of  the  batteries  in  position  in  the  center, 
and  indicated  the  bivouacs  for  the  diflbrent 
oorps*  massing  them  near  and  on  both  sides  of 
the  Sharpsburg  turnpike.    The  corps  we're  not 


all  in  their  positions  until  the  next  morning  after 
sunrise." 

George  W.  Smalley,  correspondent  of  Tfm 
JHbunAf  writes  from  the  battle-Held  on  the  17th 
as  follows: 

"After  the  brilliant  victory  near  Middletown, 
Gen.  McClellan  pushed  forward  his  army  ri4)id1y, 
and  reached  Keedysville  with  three  corps  OQ 
Monday  night  On  the  day  following,  the  two 
armies  faced  each  other  idly  until  night** 
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per's  Ferry,  rather  than  to  mterpoee 
between  him  and  them. 

Hooker  moved  at. 4  p.  h.;  and, 
making  a  long  detonr,  croesed  the 
Antietam  ont  of  sight  and  range 
of  ike  Bebel  batteriecu  Turning  at 
fength  sharply  to  the  left,  he  came 
to  an  open  field,  with  woods  in  front 
and  on  either  side,  whei|ce  onr  skir- 
miahers  were  saluted  by  scattering 


shots,  followed  by  volleys  of  musketry 
from  the  left  and  front.  Here  Hooker 
— ^reconnoitering  in  the  advance,  as 
usual — ^halted  and  formed  his  lines ; 
Eicketts's  division  on  the  left ;  Meade, 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Beserves,  in 
the  center;  while  Doubleday,  on  the 
right,  planting  his  guns  on  a  hill, 
opened  at  once  on  a  Eebel  battery 
that  had  begun  to  enfilade  our  cen- 
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ter.  By  this  time,  it  was  dark,  and 
the  firing  soon  ceased;  the  hostile 
infantry  lying  down  for  the  night  at 
points  within  half  musket-shot  of 
each  other. 

At  daylight  next  morning,"  the 
battle  was  commenced  in  earnest: 
the  left  of  Meade's  and  the  right  of 
Ricketts's  line  becoming  engaged  at 
nearly  the  same  moment,  the  former 
with  artillery,  the  latter  with  infan- 
try ;  while  a  battery  was  pushed  for- 
ward beyond  the  woods  directly  in 
Hooker's  front,  across  a  plowed  field, 
to  the  edge  of  a  corn-field  beyond  it, 
destined  before  night  to  be  soaked 
with  blood. 

Hood's  thin  division,  which  had 
confronted  us  at  evening,  had  been 
withdrawn  during  the  night,  and  re- 
placed byLawton's  and  Trimble's  brig- 
ades of  Ewell's  division,  under  Law- 
ton,  with  Jackson's  own  division,  un- 
der D.  R.  Jones,  on  its  left,  supported 
by  the  remaining  brigades  of  Ewell. 
Jackson  was  in  chief  command  on 
this  wing,  and  here  was  substantially 
his  old  corps  around  him.  Against 
these  iron  soldiers.  Hooker's  corps 
hurled  itself,  and,  being  superior  in 
numbers,  compelled  them  to  give 
ground;  but  not  until  Jones  and 
Lawton  had  been  wounded,  with 
many  more  field  officers,  and  Starke, 
who  succeeded  Jones  in  command, 
killed.  Early,  who  succeeded  Law- 
ton,  was  ordered  by  Jackson  to  re- 
place Jackson's  own  division,  which 
had  sufiered  so  severely  and  was 
so  nearly  out  of  ammunition  that 
it  had  to  be  temporarily  withdrawn 
from  the  combat.  By  this  time, 
Kicketts  and  Meade  had  pushed 
the  Eebel  line  back  across  the  corn- 
field and  the  road,  into  the  woods 


beyond,  and  was  following  with 
.eager,  exulting  cheers. 

But  Hood's  division,  somewhat  re- 
freshed, had  by  this  time  returned  to 
the  front,  backed  by  the  brigades  of 
Ripley,  Colquitt,  Garland  (now  under 
Col.  McRae),  and  D.  R;  Jones,  by 
whom  the  equilibrium  of  the  fight 
was  restored ;  our  men  being  hurled 
back  .by  terrible  volleys  from  the 
woods,  followed  by  a  charge  across 
the  corn-field  in  heavy  force.  Hook- 
er called  up  his  nearest  brigade ;  but 
it  was  not  strong  enough,  and  he  sent 
at  once  to  Doubleday:  "Give  me 
your  best  brigade  instantly !"  That 
brigade  came  down  the  hill  on  our 
right  at  double-quick,  and  was  led 
by  Hartsuff  into  the  corn-field,  and 
steadily  up  the  slope  beyond  it,  form- 
ing on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  under  a 
hurricane  of  shot  and  shell,  and  fir- 
ing steadily  and  rapidly  at  the  Rebel 
masses  just  before  them.  They  held 
their  position  half  an  hour,  unsup- 
ported, though  many  fell;  among 
them  their  leader,  Hartsufi^,  wounded 
severely ;  until  for  a  second  time  the 
enemy  was  driven  out  of  the  corn- 
field into  the  woods. 

Meantime,  both  sides  were  strength- 
ening this  wing.  Ricketts's  division, 
having  attempted  to  advance  and 
failed,  had  fallen  back.  Part  of 
Mansfield's  corps  had  gone  in  to  tlieir 
aid,  and  been  driven  back  likewise, 
with  their  General  mortally  wound- 
ed. Doubleday's  guns  were  still 
busy  on  our  extreme  right,  and  had 
silenced  a  Rebel  battery  which  for 
half  an  hour  had  enfiladed  Hooker's 
center.  Ricketts  sent  word  that  he 
could  not  advance,  but  coidd  hold 
his  ground.  Hooker,  with  Craw- 
ford's and  Gordon's  fresh  brigades  of 
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Mansfield's  corps^  came  up  to  his 
support,  determined  again  to  advance 
and  carry  the  woods  to  the  right  of 
and  beyond  the  corn-field.  Going 
forward  to  reconnoiter  on  foot,  Hook- 
jer  satisfied  himself  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  returned  and  re- 
mounted amid  a  shower  of  Rebel 
bullets,  which  he  had  all  the  morning 
disregarded ;  but  the  next  moment  a 
musket-ball  went  through  his  foot,  in- 
flicting a  severe  and  intensely  pain- 
fill  wound;  which  compelled  him, 
after  giving  his  orders  fully  and  de- 
liberately, to  leave  the  field  at  9  a.  m. 
Sumner,  arriving  at  this  monaent, 
assumed  command,  sending  forward 
Sedgwick's  division  of  his  own  corps 
to  support  Crawford  and  Gordon; 
whQe  Richardson  and  French,  with 
his  two  remaining  divisions,  went  for- 
ward farther  to  the  left;  Sedgwick 
again  advancing  in  line  through  the 
corn-field  already  won  and  lost. 

But  by  this  time  McLaws — who, 
by  marching  all  night,  had  reached 
Shepherdstown  firom  Harper's  Ferry 
that  morning,  and  instantly  crossed 
— had  been  sent  forward  by  Lee  to 
the  aid  of  Jackson;  while  Walker's 
division  had  been  hurried  across  fi*om 
their  as  yet  unassailed  right.  Again 
Hood's  brigade  was  withdrawn  from 
the  front,  while  the  fresh  forces  un- 
der Walker  and  McLaws  advanced 
with  desperate  energy,  seconded  by 
Early  on  their  left.  Sedgwick  was 
thrice  badly  wounded,  and  compelled 
to  retire ;  Gens.  Dana  and  Crawford 
were  likewise  wounded.  The  84th 
Kew  York  —which  had  broken  at  a 
critical  moment,  while  attempting  a 
maneuver  xmder  a  terrible  fire — ^was 
nearly  cut  to  pieces;  and  the  15th 
Massachusetts,  which  went  into  action 
600  strong,  was  speedily  reduced  to 


134.  Gen.  Howard,  who  took  com- 
mand of  Sedgwick's  division,  was 
unable  to  restore  its  formation,  and 
Sumner  himself  had  no  better  success. 
Again  the  center  of  our  right  gave 
back,  and  the  corn-field  was  retaken 
by  the  enemy. 

But  the  attempt  of  the  Rebels  to 
advance  beyond  it,  under  the  fire  of 
our  batteries,  was  repelled  with 
heavy  loss  on  their  part ;  Col.  Man- 
ning, who  led  Walker's  own  brigade, 
being  severely  wounded,  and  his 
brigade  driven  back.  Doubleday,  on 
our  farther  right,  held  firmly ;  and  it 
seemed  settled  that,  while  either 
party  could  repel  a  charge  on  this 
part  of  the  line,  neither  could  afford 
to  make  ona 

But  now  Franklin  had  come  up 
with  his  fresh  corps,  and  formed  on 
the  left ;  Slocum,  commanding  one  of 
his  divisions,  was  sent  forward  to- 
ward the  center ;  while  Smith,  with 
the  other,  was  ordered  to  retake  the 
ground  that  had  been  so  long  and  so 
hotly  contested. 

It  was  no  sooner  said  than  done. 
Smith's  regiments,  cheering,  went 
forward  on  a  run,  swept  through  the 
corn-field  and  the  woods,  cleared 
them  in  ten  minutes,  and  held  them. 
Their  rush  was  so  sudden  and  unex- 
pected that  their  loss  was  compara- 
tively small ;  and  the  ground  thus 
retaken  was  not  again  lost. 

Nearer  the  center,  French's  divi- 
sion of  Sumner's  corps  had  attempted 
to  carry  the  line  of  heights  whereon 
the  Rebels  were  posted,  and  had 
made  some  progress,  repulsing  a 
countercharge  and  capturing  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners,  with  some  fiags. 
Attempts  successively  to  turn  his 
right  and  then  his  left  were  foiled ; 
but,  after  a  bloody  combat  of  four 
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honrgy  French  paused,  considerablj 
in  advance  of  the  position  on  which 
the  fight  had  commenced,  but  with- 
out having  carried  the  heights. 

Richardson's  division  of  Sumner's 
corps  advanced  on  the  left  of  French, 
crossing  the  Antietam  at  9J  A.M., 
and  going  steadily  forward  under  a 
heavy  artillery  fire,  halfway  up  from 
the  creek  to  Sharpsburg,  over  very 
rugged  ground,  much  of  it  covered 
with  growing  com,  and  intersected 
by  stone  walls,  which  afforded  every 
advantage  to  the  defensive.  The 
musketry  fire  on  both  sides  was  se- 
vere; but  our  men  steadily  gained 
ground;  Caldwell's  and  Meagher's 
(Irish)  brigade  vieing  with  each  other 
in  steadiness  and  gallantry.  Here 
Col.  Francis  C.  Barlow,  of  Caldwell's 
brigade,  signalized  himself  by  seizing 
an  opportunity  to  advance  the  6l8t 
and  64th  New  York  on  the  left,  and 
take  in  flank  a  Eebel  force,  which, 
sheltered  by  a  sunken  road,  was  at- 
tempting to  enfilade  our  line,  captur- 
ing over  300  prisoners  and  3  flags. 

The  left  of  this  division  being  now 
well  advanced,  the  enemy,  maneu- 
vering behind  a  ridge,  attempted  to 
take  it  in  flank  and  rear,  but  was 
signally  defeated ;  the  5th  New 
Hampshire  and  the  81st  Pennsylvania 
facing  to  the  left  and  meeting  their 
charge  by  a  countercharge,  which 
was  entirely  successful.  Some  pris- 
oners and  the  colors  of  the  4th  North 
Carolina  remained  in  our  hands. 
The  enemy  next  assailed  the  right  of 
this  division ;  but  Col.  Barlow,  again 
advancing  his  two  New  York  regi- 
ments, aided  by  Blimball's  brigade 
on  the  right,  easily  repulsed  it.  Next, 
a  charge  was  made  directly  on  Rich- 
ardson's front,  which  was  defeated  as 
before,  and  our  line  still  farther  ad- 


vanced as  far  as  Dr.  Piper's  hotkjse, 
very  near  to  Sharpsburg,  and  about 
the  center  of  the  Bebel  army  at  the 
beginning  of  the  battle.  Here  artil- 
lery was  brought  up— this  division 
having  thus  far  fought  without  it — 
and,  while  personally  directing  the 
fire  of  Capt.  Graham's  battery,  1st 
U.  S.  Artillery,  Eichardson  fell  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Hancock,  Gen.  Meagher  had 
fallal  some  time  before:  the  com- 
mand of  his  brigade  devolving  on 
Col.  Burke,  of  the  63d  New  York. 
One  or  two  more  attempts  or 
menaces  were  made  on  this  part  of 
our  line,  but  not  in  great  force ;  and, 
though  its  advance  was  drawn  back 
a  little  to  avoid  an  enfilading  fire 
from  Bebel  batteries,  to  which  it 
could  not  respond,  it  held  its  well 
advanced  position  when  night  closed 
the  battle. 

Porter's  corps,  in  our  center,  hold- 
ing the  roads  fi-om  Sharpsburg  to 
Middletown  and  Boonsborough,  re- 
mained xmengaged,  east  of  the  An- 
tietam, until  late  in  the  afternoon ; 
when  two  brigades  of  it  were  sent  by 
McClellan  to  support  our  right; 
while  six  battalions  of  Sykes's  reg- 
ulars were  thrown  across  the  bridge 
on  the  main  road  to  repel  Bebel 
sharp-shooters,  who  were  annoying 
Pleasanton's  horse-batteries  at  that 
point.  "Warren's  brigade  was  de- 
tached and  sent  to  the  right  and  rear 
of  Bumside,  leaving  but  little  over 
3,000  men  with  Porter. 

Bumside's  corps  held  our  extreme 
left,  opposite  the  lowest  of  the  three 
bridges  crossing  the  Antietam.  He 
was  ordered^  at  8  A.  m.,  to  oroes  this 
one,  which  was  held  by  OtesiL  B. 
Toombs,with  the  2d  and  20th  Ge(»gia, 
backed  by  some  sharp-shooters  and 
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the  batteries  of  Gen,  D.  R.  Jones,  on 
Longstreet's  right  wing.  Several  fee- 
ble attempts  to  execute  this  order  hav- 
ing been  successively  repulsed,  Bum- 
side  was  further  ordered  to  carry  not 
only  the  bridge  but  the  heights  be- 
yond, and  advance  along  their  crest 
upon  Sharpsburg ;  but  it  was  not  till 
1  p.  M.  that  the  bridge  was  actually 
taken,  by  a  charge  of  the  Slst  New 
York  and  the  51st  Pennsylvania ;  the 
enemy  making  no  serious  resistance, 
and  retreating  to  the  heights  as  our 
troops  came  over  in  force.  More 
hours  passed  idly ;  and  it  was  after 
3  p.  M.  before  Bumside,  under  peremp- 
tory orders,  charged  up  the  heights, 
carrying  them  handsomely ;  some  of 
his  troops  reaching  even  the  outskirts 
of  Sharpsbuig. 

It  was  an  easy  but  a  short-lived 
triumph ;  for,  thus  far,  Lee  had  been 
able  to  spare  but  about  3,000  men, 
under  D.  B.  Jones,  to  hold  this  flank 
of  his  position.  Had  this  success 
been  obtained  hours  earlier,  it  might 
have  proved  decisive.  The  Kebel 
forces  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
the  day  had  abundant  occupation  on 
our  right,  so  that  Lee  was  unable  to 
spare  sufficient  troops  to  resist  a  de- 
termined advance  by  our  left ;  but 
now,  just  as  victory  seemed  to* smile 
upon  our  arms,  A.  P.  Hill's  division 
— which  had  only  been  ordered  from 
Harper's  Ferry  that  morning,  and 
started  at  7J  o'clock — came  on  the 
ground,  and,  covered  by  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery,  charged  our  extreme  left, 
when  disordered  by  chaiging  and 
fighting,  and  drove  it  back  in  still 
greater  confusion.  Gen.  Bodman, 
who  commanded  it,  was  mortally 
wounded;  and  the  enemy,  rallying 
with  spirit  and  redoubling  the  fire  of 


his  artillery,  charged  in  firont  and 
flank,  and  drove  our  men  in  confti- 
sion  down  the  hill  toward  the  Antie- 
tam,  pursuing  until  checked  by  the 
fire  of  our  batteries  across  the  river. 
Gen.  L.  O'B.  Branch,  of  N.  C,  was 
killed  in  this  charge.  Our  reserves 
on  the  left  bank  now  adVancing,  while 
our  batteries  redoubled  their  fire,  the 
Eebels  wisely  desisted,  without  at- 
tempting to  carry  the  bridge,  and  re- 
tired to  their  lines  on  the  heights,  as 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  fi'ay. 

Jackson,  during  the  afternoon,  had 
been  ordered  by  Lee  to  turn  our  right 
and  attack  it  in  flank  and  rear ;  but, 
on  reconnoitering  for  this  purpose, 
he  found  our  line  extended  nearly  to 
the  Potomac,  and  so  strongly  defend- 
ed with  artillery  that  to  carry  it  was 
impossible ;  so  he  declined  to  make 
the  attempt. 

So  closed,  indecisively,  the  bloodi- 
est day  that  America  ever  saw. 

Gen.  McClellan  states  his  strength 
— no  doubt  truly — in  this  battle  at 
87,164,  including  4,320  cavalry,  which 
was  of  small  account  on  such  ground 
and  in  such  a  struggle.  General 
Couch's  division,  5,000  strong,  had 
been  sent  away  toward  Harper's  Fer- 
ry— evidently  through  some  misap- 
prehension— and  only  arrived  at  a 
late  hour  next  morning;"  as  did 
Humphrey's  division  of  raw  recruits, 
which  had  left  rrederick--23  miles  dis- 
tant—at 4i  P.M.  of  the  sanguinary  17th. 

McClellan  estimates  Lee's  strength 
at  97,445,  including  6,000  artillery 
(400  guns),  6,400  cavalry,  and  mak- 
ing Jackson's  corps  nimiber  24,778 
— all  far  too  high.  Lee  says  he  had 
"  under  40,000  men ;"  which  proba- 
bly includes  neither  cavalry  nor  A. 
P.  Hill's  division ;  and  perhaps  not 
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HeLaws's.  Ths  Richmond  Enquirer 
ot  the  23d  (four  days  after  the  battle) 
Bays  it  has  '^  authentic  particulars''  of 
the  battle;  and  that  ^^  the  ball  was 
opened  on  Tuesday  eyening  about  6 
o'clock,  by  all  of  our  available  force, 
60,000  strong,  commanded  by  Genu 
llobert  E.  Lee  in  person."  And  this 
seems  to  be  the  more  probable  aggre- 
gate. 

Pollard,  in  his  "  Southern  History 
of  the  War,"  says  of  this  battle :  "  It 
was  fought  for  half  the  day  with 
^,000  men  on  the  Confederate  side ; 
and  for  the  remaining  half  with  no 
more  than  an  aggregate  of  70,000 
m^i." 

Gen.  McClellan  makes  his  entire 
loss  in  this  battle  12,469:  2,010 
killed,  9,416  wounded,  and  1,043  miss- 
ing ;  and  says  his  army  counted  and 
buried  "  about  2,700"  of  the  enemy, 
beside  those  buried  by  themselves: 
whence  he  estimates  their  total  loss 
as  "much  greater"  than  ours.  As 
the  Rebels  fought  mainly  on  the  de- 
fensive, under  shelter  of  woods,  and 
on  ground  commanded  by  their  ar- 
tillery, this  might  seem  improbable. 
But  Lee  (writing  his  report  on  the  6th 
of  March  following)  is  silent  as  to  his 
losses,  while  the  account  of  them  given 
as  complete  in  the  official  publication 
of  "Reports  of  the  Operations  of 
the  Army  of  Virginia,  from  June, 
1862,  to  Dec.  13th,  1862,"  is  palpably 
and  purposely  an  under-statement. 
That  account  makes  the  total  Rebel 
loss  in  the  Maryland  battles  only 
10,291 :  viz.,  killed,  1,567;  wounded, 
8,724 ;  and  says  nothing  of  missing ; 
while  McClellan  gives  details  of  con- 
siderable captures  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  sums  up  as  follows : 
"Thirteen  guns,   89  colors,  upward  of 


15,000  stand  of  small  arms,  and  moro  thaa 
6,000  nrisoners,  were  the  trophies  which 
attest  the  success  of  our  arms  in  the  batties 
of  South  Mountain,  Orampt<Mi*s  Gap,  and 
Antietam.  Not  a  single  gun  or  color  was 
lost  hj  our  arm/  during  these  battles." 

And  the  reports  of  Lee's  corps  or 
division  conamanders  give  the  follow- 
^g  aggregates; 

MMag. 


Kllkd. 
LongttrMt*»....  #64 

Jacltaon^t.  161 

D.H. Hill's.....    4M 
A.P.  HUrs*..      8S 


5.284 

l,8n 
888 


7,008 
5T  S,488 


Totel. 


.1,842 


9,889  3,298         18^ 

D.  H.  HiU  reports  3,241  disabled, 
including  4  Colonels,  out  of  less  than 
5,000;  and  Lawton's  brigade  lost 
654  out  of  1,150. 

Among  the  Bebel  killed  were 
Maj.-Gen.  Starke,  of  Miss.,  Brig.- 
Gens.  L.  O'B.  Branch,  of  N.  C,  and 
G.  B.  Anderson ;  Cols.  Douglass  (com- 
manding Lawton's  brigade),  Liddell, 
11th  Miss.,  Tew,  2d  N,  C,  Barnes, 
12th  S.  a.  Mulligan,  15th  Ga.,  Bar- 
clay,  23d  do.,  and  Smith,  27th  do. 
Among  their  wounded  were  Maj.- 
Gen.  R.  H.  Anderson,  Brig.-Gtens. 
Lawton,  Rhodes,  Ripley,  Armistead, 
Gregg,  of  S.  0.,  R.  Toombs  and 
Wright,  of  Ga. 

Lee,  of  course,  did  not  care  to  re- 
new the  battle  on  the  morrow  of  such 
a  day ;  and  McClellan,  though  reen- 
forced  that  morning  by  about  14,000 
men,  stood  still  also.  He  says  he 
purposed  to  renew  the  combat  the 
next  morning  ;••  but,  when  his  cav- 
alry advance  reached  the  river,  they 
discovered  that  Lee  had  quietly 
moved  off  across  the  Potomac  dur- 
ing the  night,  leaving  us  only  his 
dead  and  some  2,000  of  his  despe- 
rately wounded, 

Lee  having  posted  8  batteries  on 
the  Virginia  bluffs  of  the  Potomac, 
supported  by  600  infantry  under  Pen- 


*  Jadcsoa  expresslj  states  that  A.  P.  Hill's  losses  were  not  inoloded  in  his  return.     *Sept  19. 
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dleton,  to  cover  las  croesing,  Gen. 
Porter,  at  dark,**  sent  acrosB  G^n. 
Griflbi,  with  his  own  and  Barnes's 
brigades,  to  carry  thenu  This  was 
gallantlj  done,  under  the  fire  of 
those  batteries,  and  4  guns  taken; 
but  a  reeonnoissance  in  force,  made 
by  part  of  Porter's  division  next 
morning,"  was  ambnshed  by  A,  P. 
Hill,  a  mile  from  the  ford,  and  driven 
pell-mell  into  the  river,  with  consid- 
erable loss,  after  a  brief  struggle ;  the 
Bebels  taking  200  prisoners.  They 
held  that  bank  thenceforth  unmo- 
lested until  next  day,  and  then  qui- 
etly disappeared. 

Lee  moved  westward,  with  the 
balk  of  his  army,  to  the  Opequan 
creek,  near  Martinsburg;  his  cav- 
alry, under  Stuart,  recrossing  the 
Potomac  to  Williamsport,  whence  he 
escaped  on  the  approach  of  Gen. 
Couch's  division.  The  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  was  now  pretty  thor- 
oughly destroyed  for  some  distance 
by  the  Bebels — ^neither  for  the  first 
nor  the  last  time.  Gen.  McClellan 
sent  forward  G^n.  "Williams  on  his 
left  to  retake  Maryland  Heights, 
which  he  did**  without  opposition; 
as  Gen.  Sumner,  two  days  later,  oc- 
cupied Harper's  Ferry. 

Lee  soon  retired  to  the  vicinity 
of  Bunker  Hill  and  Winchester; 
whence,  seeing  that  he  was  not  pur- 
sued nor  imperiled  by  McClellan,  he 
dispatched**  Stuart,  with  1,800  cav- 
alry, on  a  bold  raid  into  Pennsylva- 
nia. Crossing  the  Potomac  above 
Williamsport,  Stuart  pushed  on  rap- 
idly to  Chambersburg,  where  he  de- 
stroyed a  large  amount  of  supplies ; 
and,  retiring  as  hurriedly  as  he 
came,  he  made  a  second  circuit  of 
HcClellan's  army,  recrossing  without 


loss  into  Virginia  at  White's  Ford, 
below  Harper's  Ferry.  McClellan, 
hearing  he  had  gone  on  this  raid, 
felt  entirely  confident  that  he  could 
not  escape  destruction,  and  made  ex- 
tensive preparations  to  insure  it ;  but 
his  plans  were  foiled  by  l&ck  of  en- 
ergy and  zeaL  Stuart  paroled  at 
Chambersburg  276  sick  and  wound- 
ed, whom  he  found  there  in  hospital ; 
burned  the  railroad  d6p6t,  machine- 
shops,  and  several  trains  of  loaded 
cars,  destroying  5,000  muskets  and 
large  amounts  of  wnj  clothing. 
Perhaps  these  paid  the  Rebeb  for 
their  inevitable  waste  of  horse-flesh, 
and  perhaps  not. 

Here  ensued  a  renewal  of  the  old 
game  of  cross-purposes — McClellan 
calling  loudly  and  frequently  for  re- 
enforc^nents,  horses,  clothing,  shoes, 
and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  whidb  were 
readily  promised,  but  not  always  so 
promptly  supplied ;  Halleck  sending 
orders  to  advance,  which  were  not 
obeyed  with  alacrity,  if  at  all.  A  dit-* 
temper  among  the  horses  threw  4,000 
out  of  service,  in  addition  to  the 
heavy  losses  by  Bebel  bullets  and 
by  over-work.  Halleck  states  that 
McClellan's  army  had  31,000  horses 
on  the  14th  of  October;  McClellan 
responds  that  10,980  were  required 
to  move  ten  days'  provisions  for  that 
army,  now  swelled  to  110,000  men, 
beside  12,000  teamsters,  &q.  ;  and 
that,  aft;er  picketing  the  line  of  the 
Potomac,  he  had  not  1,000  desirable 
cavalry.  His  entire  cavalry  force 
was-5,046 ;  his  artillery  horses,  6,886 ; 
he  needed  17,832  animals  to  draw  his 
forage;  so  tixst  he  was  still  10,000 
short  of  the  number  actually  required 
for  an  advance. 

At  length,  Gen.  McClellan  crossed 
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the  Potomac,  between  the  26th  of 
October  and  the  2d  of  November ; 
and,  moving  nnopposed  down  the 
east  side  of  the  Blue  Eidge  (Lee's 
army  being  still  in  the  Valley,  but 
moving  parallel  with  onrs),  occnpied 
Snicker's  Gap  and  Manassas;  and 


had  advanced  to  IVarrenton,  when 
he  was  relieved  from  command," 
directed  to  turn  it  over  to  Gen. 
Bumside,  and  report  by  letter  from 
Trenton,  N.  J. ;  which  he  proceeded 
forthwith  to  do.  Thus  ended  his 
active  participation  in  the  war. 


X. 

TENNESSEE— KENTUCKY— MISSISSIPPI. 

BUELL— BRAGa— ROSEORAN&-GRANT— VAN  DORN. 


The  comatose  condition  into  which 
the  war  on  the  Tennessee  had  fallen, 
after  the  removal  of  Mitchel  to  the 
South,  was  jStftdly  broken  by  patter- 
ings  of'Eebel  enterprise  far  in  the 
rear  of  our  main  army.  While  Bu- 
ell,  at  or  near  Huntsville,  Ala.,  was 
deliberately  reorganizing  and  disci- 
plining his  forces,  schooling  them 
to  an  unwonted  deference  for  Rebel 
*  rights  of  property — especially  of  prop- 
erty in  men — guerrilla  raids  and  at- 
tacks became  increasingly  and  disa- 
greeably frequent  throughout  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee — the  Confed- 
erate leaders,  especially  those  of  cav- 
alry regiments,  on  finding  that  they 
were  not  needed  in  our  front,  trans- 
ferring their  assiduous  and  vehement 
attentions  to  our  flanks  and  rear. 
The  names  of  Forrest  and  John 
Morgan  began  to  be  decidedly  noto- 
rious. Horse-stealing — ^in  fact,  steal- 
ing in  general — in  the  name  and  be- 
half of  Liberty  and  Patriotism,  is  apt 
to  increase  in  popularity  so  long  as 
it  is  practiced  With  impunity;  and 
the  horses  of  Kentucky  are  eminently 
calculated  to  inflame  the  love  of 
country  glowing  in   the  breast  of 


every  cavalier.  Burning  bridges, 
and  clutching  whatever  property 
could  be  made  useful  in  war,  had 
been  for  some  time  current;  when 
at  length  a  bolder  blow  was  struck 
in  the  capture*  of  Lebanon,  Ky.  [not 
Tenn.],  and  almost  simultaneously 
of  Murfreesboro',  Tenn.,  which  For- 
rest surprised ;  making  prisoners  of 
Brig.-Gens.  DuflSeld  and  Crittenden, 
of  Ind.,  with  the  9th  Michigan,  3d 
Minnesota,  4  companies  of  the  -ith 
Ky.  cavalry,  and  3  companies  of  the 
7th  Pa.  cavalry,  after  a  spirited  but 
brief  resistance.  Henderson,  Ky.,  on 
the  Ohio,  was  likewise  seized  by  a 
guerrilla  band,  who  clutched  a  large 
amount  of  hospital  stores ;  and,  being 
piloted  across  by  some  Indiana  trai- 
tors, captured  a  hospital  also  at  New- 
burg,  Ind.,  and  paroled  its  helpless  in- 
mates. Col.  John  Morgan  likewise 
captured'  Cynthiana,in  north-eastern 
Kentucky;  but  was  run  off  directly 
by  a  superior  cavalry  force  under 
Gen.  Green  Clay  Smith.  Morgan 
claims  in  his  report  to  have  captured 
and  paroled  1,200  Union  soldiers 
during  this  raid,  with  a  total  loss 
of  but  90  of  his  men.    Large  quan- 
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titieB  of  plunder  were  thus  obtained, 
while  property  of  much  greater  yalue 
was  destroyed ;  and  enough  recruits 
were  doubtiess  gathered  to  oflfeet  the 
waste  of  war.  Still,  military  opera- 
tions, without  a  base  and  without 
r^ular  supplies,  seldom  produce  sub- 
stantial, enduring  results;  and  the 
Confederate  guerrillas  either  soon 
abandoned  Kentucky  or  concealed 
themselves  and  lay  quiet  therein. 
The  leaders,  with  most  of  their  fol- 
lowers, retired  into  Tennessee,  where 
they  captured  Clarksville  *  and  pos- 
sessed themselves  of  ample  military 
stores ;  and  a  sharp  cavalry  fight  at 
GhJlatin  resulted  in  a  Union  defeat, 
with  a  loss  of  30  killed,  50  wounded, 
and  75  prisoners. 

Gten.  Buell  had  left  Corinth  in 
June,  moving  eastward,  as  if  intent 
on  Chattanooga ;  but  Gen.  Bragg — 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Eebels  confronting  him 
— ^had  thereupon  moved  more  rapid- 
ly, on  parallel  roads,  from  Tupelo, 
Miss.,  through  northern  Alabama 
and  Georgia,  to  Chattanooga,  which 
he  reached  ahead  of  Buell's  van- 
guard. Bragg's  army  had  been 
swelled  by  conscription  to  some 
45,000  men,  organized  in  three 
corps,  under  Hardee,  Bishop  Polk, 
and  Kirby  Smith  respectively,  where- 
of the  last  was  sent  to  Knoxville, 
while  the  two  former  sufficed  to  hold 
Chattanooga  against  any  effort  which 
Buell  was  likely  to  make. 

McClellan's  Richmond  campaign 
having  proved  abortive,  while  con- 
scription had  largely  replenished  the 
Rebel  ranks,  Bragg  was  impelled  to 
try  a  bold  stroke  for  the  recovery  of 
Tennessee  and  the  'liberation'  of 
Kentucky.     As  with  Lee's  kindred 


advance  into  Maryland,  the  increas- 
ing scarcity  of  food  was  the  more 
immediate,  while  fond  expectations 
of  a  general  rising  in  support  of  the 
Confederate  cause,  afforded  the  re- 
moter incitement  to  this  step.  Louis- 
ville, with  its  immense  resources, 
was  the  immediate  object  of  this 
gigantic  raid,  though  Cincinnati  was 
thought  to  be  also  within  its  pur- 
view. Crossing*  the  Tennessee  at 
Harrison,  a  few  miles  above  Chatta- 
nooga, with  36  regiments  of  infan- 
try, 5  of  cavalry,  and  40  guns,  Bragg 
traversed  the  rugged  mountain  ridgea 
which  hem  in  the  Sequatchie  Val- 
ley, passing  through  Dunlap,'  Pike- 
ville,*  Crossville,'  masking  his  move- 
mait  by  a  feint  with  cavalry  on  Me- 
Minnville,  but  rapidly  withdrawing 
this  when  its  purpose  was  accom- 
plished, and  pressing  hurriedly  north- 
ward, to  Kentucky;  which  he  en- 
tered on  the  5th. 

Kirby  Smith,  with  his  division, 
from  Knoxville,  advanced  by  Jack- 
sonborough"  across  the  Cumberland 
range,  through  Big  Creek  Gap,  mov- 
ing as  rapidly  as  possible,  with  a  very 
light  train ;  his  men  subsisting  mainly 
on  green  com — which  is  scarce  enough 
in  that  poor,  thinly-peopled  region — 
his  hungry,  foot-sore,  dusty  followers 
buoyed  up  with  the  assurance  of 
plenty  and  comfort  ahead.  His  cav- 
alry advance,  900  strong,  under  CoL 
J.  S.  Scott,  moving'  from  Kingston, 
Tenn.,  passed  through  Montgomery 
and  Jamestown,  Tenn.,  and  Monti- 
cello  and  Somerset,  Ky.,  to  London, 
where  it  surprised"  and  routed  a 
battalion  of  Union  cavalry,  inflicting 
a  loss  of  30  killed  and  wounded  and 
111  prisoners;  thence  pushing  on, 
making  additional  captures  by  the 
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way,  to  Bichmond,  Ky. ;  thence  fall- 
ing back  to  rejoin  Smith,  who  had 
not  yet  come  up. 

The  Cnmberland  Mountains  are 
a  broad  range  of  table-land,  some 
2,000  feet  in  average  height,  de- 
scending sharply  to  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
on  either  hand,  and  pierced  by  a 
single  considerable  pass — ^the  Cum- 
berland Gap — ^which  had  been  for 
some  time  quietly  held  by  a  Union 
force  under  Gen.  Geo.  "W.  Morgan ; 
who,  on  learning  that  he  had  thus 
been  flanked,  blew  up  his  works  and 
commenced"  a  precipitate  race  for 
the  Ohio,  which  he  in  due  time 
reached,  having  been  constantly  har- 
assed, for  most  of  the  way,  by  John 
Morgan  with  700  Eebel  cavalry. 

Moving  rapidly  northward,  Smith 
found  himself  confronted "  at  Eioh- 
MOND,  Ky.,  by  a  green  Union  force, 
nearly  equal  in  numbers  to  his  own, 
under  command  of  Brig.-Gen.  M.  D. 
Manson,  who  immediately  pushed 
forward  to  engage  him,  taking  posi- 
tion on  a  range  of  hills,  a  mile  or 
two  south  of  the  town,  which  was 
otherwise  indefensible.  Here  he  had 
a  smart  skirmish  with  the  Bebel 
advance,  and  drove  it  back ;  which 
prompted  him  to  quit  his  strong  po- 
sition for  one  still  farther  advanc^ 
at  Bogersville,  where  his  men  slept 
on  their  arms  that  night.  Next 
morning,  he  advanced  half  a  mile 
fkrther,  and  here  engaged  Smith's 
entire  command,  with  no  chance  of 
success.  SUs  force  was  quite  equal 
in  numbers  and  in  guns  to  Smith's, 
but  in  nothing  else.  He  attempted 
to  flank  the  Rebel  right,  but  was 
defeated  with  loss  by  Col.  Preston 
Smith's  brigade ;  when  his  right  was 


suocessfully  turned  by  the  Bebel  left, 
Q^n.  T.  J.  Caiurchai,  aijd  routed  in 
a  daring  charge;  whereupon  our 
whole  line  gave  way  and  retreated. 
The  Eebel  Gen.  Pat.  Cleburne,  after- 
ward so  distinguished,  was  here  badly 
wounded  in  the  face,  and  succeeded 
in  his  command  by  Col.  Smith. 

Gen.  Cruft,  with  the  96th  Ohio, 
had  reached  the  fleld  just  before,  and 
shared  in  this  defeat;  but  he  had 
three  more  r^ments  coming  up  as 
our  line  gave  way.  Using  two  of 
these  as  a  rear-guard,  Manson  at- 
tempted to  halt  aiid  reform  just  be- 
yond-Bogersville  ;  but  soon  saw  that 
this  woidd  nol  answer,  and  again  re- 
tired to  the  position  wherefrom  he  had 
commenced  the  fight  the  evening  be- 
fore, and  which  he  ought  not  to  have 
left.  Here,  at  12J  p.  m.,  he  received, 
just  as  the  battle  was  recommencing, 
an  order  from  Gen.  Nelson,  who  was 
coming  up,  to  retreat  on  Lancaster; 
if  menaced  by  the  enemy  in  force — 
an  order  which  came  entirely  too  late : 
the  exultant  Bebels  being  close  upon 
him,  and  opening  fire  along  their 
whole  line  within  five  minutes  after- 
ward. 

The  fight  beyond  Bogersville  had 
been  maintained  through  three  hours ; 
here  an  hour  sufficed  to  end  it.  Again 
our  right  was  charged  and  routed, 
compelling  a  general  retreat;  and 
again-shaving  been  driven  back  to 
his  camp— Manson  was  trying  to  re- 
form and  make  head,  when.  Gen. 
Nelson  having  reached  the  ground, 
the  command  was  turned  over  to 
him,  and  another  stand  made  near 
the  town  and  cemetery,  which  was 
converted  into  a  total  rout  in  less 
than  half  an  hour ;  Gen.  Nelson  be- 
ing here  wounded,  as  Cols.  Link, 
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ISUi  Indiana^  McMillan,  96th  Obio, 
and  other  valaable  officers,  had  al- 
ready been.  Lt.-CoL  Topping  and 
Maj.  Conkling,  Tlst  Indiana,  had 
been  killed. 

The  rout  was  now  total  and  com- 
plete ;  and,  to  make  the  most  of  it. 
Smith  had,  honrs  before,  sent  Scott, 
with  his  cavalry,  aronnd  to  our  rear, 
with  instructions  to  prepare  for  and 
intercept  the  expected  fugitives. 
Manson,  who  had  resumed  command 
when  Nelson  feU,  had  formed  a  new 
rear-guard,  which  was  keeping  the 
Bebel  pursuit  within  bounds ;  when, 
four  miles  from  Richmond,  the  flee- 
ing rabble  were  halted  by  a  body  of 
Bebel  horse.  Manson,  hurrying  up, 
attempted  to  form  a  vanguard ;  but 
only  100  responded  to  his  call,  who 
were  speedily  cut  up  by  a  fire  from 
a  force  of  Bebels  hidden  in  a  corn- 
field on  the  left  of  the  road,  whereby 
Lt.-CJol.  Wolfe  and  41  others  were 
killed  or  wounded.  The  road  was 
here  choked  with  wounded  horses 
and  other  debris  of  a  shattered  army; 
it  was  growing  dusk  (7  p.  m.),  and 
the  remains  of  our  thoroughly  beaten 
force  scattered  through  the  fields; 
every  one  attempting  to  save  himself 
as  he  could.  Glen.  Manson,  with  other 
officers,  attempting  escape  by  flight, 
was  fired  on  by  a  squadron  of  Scott's 
cavalry;  his  horse,  mortally  wounded, 
fell  on  him,  injuring  him  severely,  and 
he  was  taken  prisoner ;  as  were  many 
if  not  most  of  his  compatriots  in  dis- 
aster. 

Manson's  report  says  that  his  en- 
tire force  this  day  "  did  not  exceed 
6,500,'^  of  whom  not  over  2,500  were 
^igaged  at  once — a  sad  commentary 
ou  his  generalship— and  he  adds: 
"  The  enemy  say  they  had  13,000  in- 


fantry,  4,000  cavalry,  and  15  guns" 
— ^which  they  don't.  He  estimates 
his  loss  at  200  killed,  700  wounded, 
and  2,000  prisoners.  Kirby  Smith, 
on  the  contrary,  makes  our  force 
ftilly  10,000— his  own  but  6,000; 
and  states  his  total  loss  at  400,  and 
ours  at  1,000  killed  and  wounded, 
5,000  prisoners,  9  guns,  10,000  small 
arms,  and  large  spoil  of  munitions 
and  provisions.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  his  story,  though  exaggerated, 
is  nearer  the  truth  than  Manson's. 

Smith  set  forward  directly"  for 
Lexington,  which  he  entered  in  tri- 
umph three  days  afterward,  amid  the 
frantic  acclamations  of  the  numerous 
Bebel. sympathizers  of  that  intensely 
pro-Slavery  region.  He  moved  on 
through  Paris  to  Oynthiana,  within 
striking  distance  of  either  Cincinnati 
or  Louisville,  which  seemed  for  a  few 
days  to  lie  at  his  mercy ;  though  con- 
siderable numbers,  mainly  of  militia 
and  very  green  volunteers,  had  been 
hastily  gathered  for  the  defense  of 
the  former,  and  were  busily  em- 
ployed in  erecting  defenses  covmng 
the  Kentucky  approaches  to  that 
city,  at  some  distonce  back  from  Ihe 
Ohio. 

Gen.  Bragg  had  now  completely 
flanked  Buell's  left,  and  passed  be- 
hind him,  without  a  struggle  and 
without  loss,  keeping  well  eastward 
of  Nashville,  and  advancing  by  Car- 
thage, Tenn,,  and  Glasgow,  Ky. ;  first 
striking  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
BaUroad — ^which  was  our  main  line 
of  supply  and  reenforcement — ^after 
he  entered  Kentucky."  His  advance, 
under  Gen.  J.  E,  Chalmers,  first  en- 
countered'* a  considerable  force  at 
Mun FOBDSvnxB,  where  the  railroad 
crosses  Green  river,  and  wh^e  CoL 
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J.  T.  Wilder,  with  about  3,100  men, 
had  assumed  command  five  days  be- 
fore, by  order  of  Gen.  J.  T.  Boyle, 
commanding  in  Kentucky,  and  had 
hastily  thrown  up  fortifications,  with 
intent  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the 
river.  Chalmers  had  already  sent 
a  mounted  focce  to  the  north  of 
Munfordsville,  by  which  a  first  de- 
mand for  surrender  was  made  at  8 
p.  M.  The  demand  being  repelled, 
an  assault  was  made  at  daylight  next 
morning,  but  speedily  repulsed  with 
loss.  At  9  A.  M.,  Wilder  was  reen- 
foroed  by  six  companies  of  the  60th 
Indiana,  Col.  C.  L.  Dunham,  who, 
being  his  senior,  after  hesitating,  as- 
sumed conunand;  but  was  superse- 
ded soon  afterward  by  an  order  firom 
Boyle,  and  Wilder  restored. 

The  Eebels,  after  their  first  re- 
pulse, kept  mainly  out  of  sight,  know- 
ing that  their  ultimate  success  was 
inevitable,  and  allowed  two  more 
regiments  and  six  guns  to  make  their 
way  into  the  town ;  assured  that  all 
who  were  there  would  soon  fall  into 
their  hands.  At  length,  at  9^  a.  m. 
on  Tuesday,"  Bragg,  having  brought 
up  his  main  body  and  surrounded  the 
place  with  not  less  than  25,000  men, 
renewed  the  attack.  Advancing  cau- 
tiously, keeping  his  men  well  cov- 
ered, but  crowding  up  on  the  weak 
and  exposed  points  of  our  defenses 
in  such  numbers  as  absolutely  to 
compel  the  gradual  contraction  of 
our  lines,  he,  about  sunset,  sent  in  a 
flag  of  truce,  demanding  a  surrender. 
As  Buell  was  not  at  hand,  nor  likely 
to  be,  and  as  there  was  no  hope  of 
relief  from  any  quarter,  and  no  ade- 
quate reason  for  sacrificing  the  lives 
of  his  men,  Wilder,  at  2  a.  m.  next 
day,"  after  the  fullest  consultation 


with  his  officers,  surrendered ;  being 
allowed  to  march  out  with  drums 
beating  and  colors  flying,  take  four 
days'  rations,  and  set  forth  immedi- 
ately, under  parole,  for  Louisville. 
He  says  in  his  report  that  his  entire 
loss  was  37  killed  and  wounded, 
"  while  the  enemy  admit  a  loss  of 
714  on  Sunday  alone."  Bragg,  on 
the  contrary,  says,  "  Our  [Rebel]  loss 
was  about  50  killed  and  wounded ;" 
and  claims  4,000  prisoners  and  as 
many  muskets,  beside  guns  and  mu- 
nitions. 

Bragg  now  issued  the  following 
address  to  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
which,  read  backward,  will  indicate 
the  objects  and  motives  of  his  inva- 
sion: 

"Glasgow,  Kt.,  Sept.  18,  18«2. 

"  Kbntuckians  :  I  have  entered  your 
State  with  the  Confederate  Army  of  the 
West,  and  offer  you  an  opportunity  to  free 
yourselves  from  the  tyranny  of  a  despotic 
ruler.  We  come,  not  as  conquerors  or  de- 
spoilers,  but  to  restore  to  you  the  liberties 
of  which  you  have  been  deprived  by  a  cruel 
and  relentless  foe.  We  come  to  guarantee 
to  all  the  sanctity  of  their  homes  and  altars ; 
to  punish  with  a  rod  of  iron  the  desp oilers 
of  your  peace,  and  to  avenge  the  cowardly 
insults  to  your  women.  With  all  non-com- 
batants, the  past  shall  be  forgotten.  Need- 
ful supplies  must  be  had  for  my  army ;  but 
they  shall  be  paid  for  at  fair  and  remunera- 
ting prices. 

"  Believing  that  the  heart  of  Kentucky  is 
with  us  in  our  great  struggle  for  Constitu- 
tional Freedom,  we  have  transferred  from 
our  own  soil  to  yours,  not  a  band  of  marau- 
ders, but  a  powerful  and  well-disciplined 
army.  Your  gallant  Buckner  leads  the  van. 
Marshall  is  on  the  right;  while  Breckin- 
ridge, dear  to  us  as  to  you,  is  advancing 
with  Kentucky's  valiant  sons,  to  receive 
the  honor  and  applause  due  to  their  hero- 
ism. The  strong  hands  which  in  part  have 
sent  Shiloh  down  to  history,  and  the  nerved 
arms  which  have  kept  at  bay  from  our  own 
homes  the  boastful  army  of  the  enemy,  are 
here  to  assist,  to  sustain,  to  liberate  you. 
Will  you  remain  indifferent  to  our  call  ?  or 
will  you  not  rather  vindicate  the  fair  fame 
of  your  once  free  and  envied  State  ?  We 
believe  that  you  will ;  and  that  the  memory 


•  Sept  16. 


"  SepL  17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BUBLL  ADTANOBS  AGAINST  BBAGa. 


217 


of  jonr  gallant  dead  who  fell  at  Shiloh, 
their  faces  turned  homeward,  will  rouse 
you  to  a  manlj  effort  for  yourselves  and 
posterity. 

'^EentuckiansI  we  have  come  with  joy- 
ous hopes.  Let  us  not  depart  in  sorrow,  as 
we  shall  if  we  find  you  wedded  in  your 
choice  to  your  present  lot  If  you  prefer 
Federal  rule,  show  it  hy  your  frowns,  and 
we  shall  return  whence  we  came.  If  you 
choose  rather  to  come  within  the  folds  of 
oar  brotherhood,  then  cheer  us  with  the 
smiles  of  your  women,  and  lend  your  will- 
ing hands  to  secure  you  in  your  heritage  of 
li^rty.  ^ 

"Women  of  Kentucky!  your  persecu- 
tions and  heroic  bearing  have  reached  our 
ear.  Banish  henceforth,  forever,  from  your 
minds  the  fear  of  loathsome  prisons  or  in- 
sulting visitations.  Let  yonr  enthusiasm 
have  free  rein.  Buckle  on  the  armor  of 
your  kindred,  your  husbands,  sons,  and 
brothers,  and  scoff  with  shame  him  who 
would  prove  recreant  in  his  duty  to  you, 
his  conntry,  and  his  God. 

"Bbaxton  Bbaoo, 

"Gen.  Commanding.^' 

It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  General 
commanding  that  his  army  must  ne- 
cessarily have  subsisted  on  the  re- 
gion of  Kentucky  it  traversed ;  but, 
when  it  is  considered  that  he  swept 
off  in  his  retreat  all  the  abundant 
horses  and  cattle  that  came  within 
his  reach,  with  whatever  else  he 
coidd  carry,  and  that  he  did  not  and 
could  not  pay  for  any  thing,  it  seems 
that  the  mockery  of  his  promise  of 
payment  might  wisely  have  been  for- 
borne. 

From  Munfordsville,  Bragg  con- 
tinued his  unresisted  march  north- 
ward, through  Bardstown,  to  Frank- 
fort,** the  State  capital,  where  Smith 
had  preceded  him,  and  where  Rich- 
ard Hawes,"  a  weak  old  man,  was 
inaugurated"  "Provisional  Governor 
of  Kentucky."  "This  ceremony," 
says  Pollard,  "was  scarcely  more 
than  a  pretentious  farce :  hardly  was 
it  completed  when  the  Yajikees 
threatened  Frankfort ;  and  the  new- 


ly installed   Governor  had  to  flee 
from  their  approach." 

Gten.  Buell,  after  leaving  Nash- 
ville'* strongly  garrisoned,  had 
marched  directly  for  Louisville,  170 
miles;  where  his  army  arrived  be- 
tween the  25th  and  29th.  It  had  by 
this  time  been  swelled  by  reenforce- 
ments,  mainly  raw,  to  nearly  100,000 
men ;  but  it  was  not,  in  his  judgment, 
yet  in  condition  to  fight  Bragg's  far 
inferior  numbers.  Hence,  time  was 
taken  to  reorganize  and  supply  it; 
while  the  Eebel  cavalry  galloped  at 
will  over  the  plenteous  central  dis- 
tricts of  the  State,  collecting  large 
quantities  of  cattle  and  hogs  not 
only,  but  of  serviceable  fabrics  and 
other  manufactures  as  well  Buell's 
delays,  synchronizing  with  McClel- 
lan's  last,  were  so  distasteful  at  Wash- 
ington, liat  an  order  relieving  him 
from  command  was  issued;  but  its 
execution  was  suspended  on  the  em- 
phatic remonstrance  of  his  subordi- 
nate commanders.  The  hint  being  a 
pretty  strong  one,  Buell  set  his  face 
towwxi  the  enemy;"  moving  in  five 
columns:  his  left  on  Frankfort,  his 
right  on  ShepardsvUle,  intending  to 
concentrate  on  Bardstown,  where 
Bragg,  with  his  main  body,  was  sup- 
posed to  be ;  skirmishing  by  the  way 
with  small  parties  of  Rebel  cavaby 
and  artillery.  Thus  advancing  stead- 
ily, though  not  rapidly,  he  passed 
through  Bardstown,  and  thence  to 
Springfield,**  62  miles  from  Louis- 
ville; Bragg  slowly  retreating  before 
him,  harassing  rather  than  resisting 
his  advance,  so  as  to  gaiu  time  for 
the  escape  of  his  now  immense  trains, 
consisting  mainly  of  captured  Fed- 
eral army  wagons,  heavily  laden  with 
the  spoils  of  Kentucky.     Here  Buell 
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learned  that  Kirby  Smith  had  croBsed 
the  Kentucky,  and  that  Bragg  was 
moving  to  concentrate  his  forces 
either  at  Harrodsburg  or  Pkbry- 
TiLLB.  His  own  movement  was 
therefore  directed  toward  Perry- 
ville ;  three  miles  in  front  of  which, 
moving  with  his  3d  or  central  corps, 
he  encoxmtered,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  7th,  a  considerable  Bebel  force, 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle;  but 
which  his  advance  pressed  back  a 
mile  or  so  without  much  fighting; 
when  he,  expecting  a  battle,  sent 
orders  to  McCook  and  Crittenden, 
commanding  his  flank  corps,  to  ad- 
vance on  his  right  and  left  at  3  next 
morning. 

McCook  did  not  receive  the  order 
till  2i^  A.  M.,  and  he  marched  at  5 ; 
but  Crittenden,  unable  to  find  water 
for  his  corps  at  the  place  where  Buell 
had  expected  it  to  encamp  for  the 
night,  had  moved  off  the  road  in 
quest  of  it,  and  was  six  miles  farther 
away  than  he  otherwise  would  have 
been;  so  that  the  order  to  advance 
was  not  duly  received,  and  his  arri- 
val at  Perryville  was  delayed  several 
hours. 

A  great  drouth  then  prevailing  in 
Kentucky,  causing  severe  privation 
and  suffering  to  men  and  animals, 
the  fight  commenced  early  next  mom- 
iag,  by  an  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
repel  the  brigade  of  CoL  D.  McCook, 
which  had  been  pushed  forward  by 
Buell  on  his  immediate  front  to 
cover  some  hollows  in  the  bed  of 
Doctor's  creek,  whence  a  little  bad 
water  was  obtained.  This  attempt 
was  defeated  by  sending  up  the  di- 
visions of  fiens.  Mitchell  and  Sheri- 
dan, to  hold  the  ground  until  our 
two  flank  corps  should  arrive ;  which 
the  left;,  Gen.  A.  D.  McCook,  did 


between  10  and  11  a.  ic;  and  the 
batteries  of  his  advance  division  were 
sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy  not 
long  afterward. 

Bragg  was  present  in  person ;  but 
his  forces  were  commanded  more  im- 
mediately by  Maj.-Gen.  Bishop  Polk, 
who  had  in  hand  five  divisions — ^two 
under  Hardee,  and  those  of  Patton 
Anderson,  Cheatham,  and  Buckner 
— ^that  of  "Withers  having  been  sent 
by  Bragg,  the  day  before,  to  support 
Smith,  who  was  retreating  farther  to 
the  east,  and  was  deemed  in  danger 
of  being  enveloped  and  cut  off. 
Bragg  gives  no  other  reason  for 
fighting  before  concentrating  his  en- 
tire command  than  that  the  enemy 
were  pressing  heavily  on  his  rear; 
but  it  is  clear  that  he  had  deliber- 
ately resolved  to  turn  and  fight  at 
Perryville. 

Maj.-Gen.  McCook,  having  reached 
the  position  assigned  him  with  but 
two  of  his  three  divisions — ^that  of 
Gen.  Sill  having  been  detached  and 
sent  to  Frankfort — had  directed  the 
posting  of  his  troops  and  formation 
of  his  line  of  battle— Gen.  Kousseau's 
division  on  the  right,  in  line  with  the 
left  of  Gilbert's  corps,  and  Gen.  Jack- 
son's on  the  left,  near  the  little  ham- 
let of  Maxwell,  on  the  Harrodsburg 
road — ^rode  off  and  reported  in  per- 
son to  Gen.  Buell,  2^  miles  distant, 
in  the  rear  of  his  right ;  and  received 
verbal  orders  to  make  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  front  of  his  position  to  Chap- 
lin creek.  Eetuming  to  his  com- 
mand, and  finding  nothing  in  pro- 
gress but  mutual  artillery  practice, 
to  little  purpose,  he  ordered  his  bat- 
teries to  save  their  anmixmition, 
while  he  made  the  directed  reconnois- 
sanoe;  at  the  same  time  advancing 
his  skirmishers  and  extending   his 
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left,  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  advan- 
tageons  position,  and  enable  his  men 
to  procure  from  the  creek  the  water 
for  which  they  were  suffering*  So 
mach  being  accomplighed,  and  no 
enemy  in  sight  saye  some  cavahy  on 
the  bluffs  across  the  creek,  he  pro- 
ceeded, at  1^  p.  H.,  to  the  left  of  his 
Une;  in  no  apprehension  of  an  attack 
until  he  should  see  fit  to  make  one. 


oy 


He  was  grievously  mistaken. 
Hardly  had  he  been  half  an  hour 
away  from  liis  fit>nt,  when  his  left, 
composed  mainly  of  green  soldiers, 
under  a  brave  but  inexperienced  com- 
mander, and  not  fully  formed  in  order 
of  battle,  was  suddenly  and  vehe- 
mently assailed  in  front  and  flank  by 


rapidly  charging  masses  of  inifantry 
and  artillery,  hitherto  concealed  in 
woods  and  hollows,  but  which  seemed 
as  if  magically  evoked  from  the 
earth. 

Chealham's  division,  which  had 
been  silently  moved  from  the  Bebel 
left  to  their  right,  led  this  assault, 
responding  with  terrific  yells  and 
more  hurried  step  to  the  fire  of  our 
batteries,  until  within  short  musket- 
range,  when,  at  Iheir  very  first  vol- 
ley, Maj.-Gen.  James  S.  Jackson** 
fell  dead.  His  fall  disorganized  the 
raw  and  over-matched  brigade  of 
Qten.  Terrill,  which  he  was  desper- 
ately exerting  himself  to  steady,  and 
it  gave  way  in  utter  pMiic;  Gen. 
Terrill  himself  following  his  chiefs 
example  and  sharing  his  fate  not  long 
afterward ;  as  did,  at  a  later  hour, 
CoL  George  Webster,  98th  Ohio,  com- 
manding a  brigade. 

Terrill's  b]|gade  being  thus  instan- 
taneously routed,  with  the  loss  of 
Parsons's  battery,  the  whole  force  of 
the  Bebel  charge  fell  upon  Bousseau, 
who  was  ready  to  receive  it.  An  at- 
tempt to  fiank  and  crush  his  left  was 
promptly  met  by  new  dispositions: 
Starkweather's  brigade,  with  Stone's 
and  Bush's  batteries,  being  faced  to 
that  fiank,  and  receiving  the  enemy 
with  volley  after  volley,  which  tore 
his  ranks  and  arrested  his  momentum 
for  two  or  three  hours,  until  our  am- 
munition was  exhausted,  and  Bush's 
battery  had  lost  35  horses ;  when  our 
guns  were  drawn  back  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  our  infantry  retired  to  re- 
plenish their  cartridge-boxes;  then 
resuming  their  position  in  line. 

Boufiseau's  center  and  right  were 
held  respectively  by  the  brigades  of 


**  Union   Member  of  Congress   from    the 
nd  distrust  of  Kentucky;    elected   in    1861, 


by  9,281  votes,  to   3,364  for  Banch,   "State 
iUghts,"  L  e.,  semi-Bebel. 
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Harris  and  Lyile,  who  fought  bravely, 
but  lost  ground,  in  consequence  of 
the  disaster  on  our.  farther  left.  Fi- 
nally, a  desperate  charge  was  made 
upon  Lytle's  front  and  right,  favored 
by  irregularities  of  ground,  which 
covered  and  concealed  it,  and  his 
brigade  was  hurled  back ;  Lytle  him- 
self falling  at  this  moment,  and,  be- 
lieving his  wound  mortal,  refusing 
to  be  carried  off  the  field. 

The  charging  Eebels  now  struck 
the  left  flank  of  Gilbert's  corps,  held 
by  B.  B.  Mitchell  and  Sheridan, 
which  had  been  for  some  little  time 
engaged  along  its  front.  The  key  of 
its  position  was  held — and  of  course 
well  held — ^by  Brig.-Gen.  Philip  H. 
Sheridan,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  morning,  but  had  driven  the 
enemy  back  out  of  sight,  after  a 
short  but  sharp  contest,  and  had  just 
repelled  another  assault  on  his  front ; 
advancing  his  line  as  j||is  assailants 
retired,  and  then  turning  his  guns 
upon  the  force  which  had  just  driven 
Eousseau's  right.  And  now  Gen. 
Mitchell  pushed  forward  the  31st 
brigade.  Col.  Oarlin,  on  Sheridan's 
right,  and  charged  at  double-quick, 
breaking  and  driving  the  enemy  into 
and  through  Perryville,  to  the  pro- 
tection of  two  batteries  on  the  bluflb 
beyond,  capturing  16  heavily  laden 
ammunition  wagons,  2  caissons  with 
their  horses,  and  a  train-guard  of  140 ; 
retiring  amid  the  Eebel  confusion  to 
this  side  of  the  town,  and  thence 
opening  fire  with  his  battery  as  dark- 
ness came  on. 

Meantime,  the  30th  brigade.  Col. 
Gooding,  which  had  been  sent  by 
Gilbert  to  the  aid  of  McCook,  had 
formed  on  our  extreme  left,  confront- 
ing the  division  of  the  Eebel  Gen. 


Wood,  and  here  fought  desperately 
for  two  hours  against  superior  num- 
bers. A  lull  occurring  in  the  fusil- 
lade, Gooding  rode  forward,  about 
dark,  to  ascertain  the  Eebel  position ; 
when  his  horse  was  shot  under  him 
and  he  made  prisoner.  His  brigade 
then  fell  back,  having  lost  549  men 
out  of  1,423 ;  taking  position  in  line 
with  McCook.  There  was  some  ran- 
dom artillery  firing  afterward ;  but 
darkness  substantially  closed  the  bat- 
tle. 

Gen.  Buell  did  not  learn  until  4 
p.  M.  that  any  serious  conflict  was  in 
progress.  He  now  heard  with  as- 
tonishment from  McCook  that  he  had 
been  two  hours  hotly  engaged ;  that 
both  the  right  and  the  left  of  his 
corps  were  turned,  or  being  turned ; 
and  that  he  was  severely  pressed  on 
every  hand.  Eeenforcements  were 
immediately  ordered  to  McCook  from 
the  center,  and  orders  sent  to  Crit- 
tenden— who  was  advancing  with 
our  right  division — ^to  push  forward 
and  attack  the  enemy's  left;  but 
Crittenden's  advance  only  reached 
the  field  at  nightfall,  when  a  single 
brigade  (Wagner's)  went  into  action 
on  the  right  of  Mitchell's  division, 
just  before  the  battle  was  terminated 
by  darkness. 

At  6  A.  M.  next  day,"  Gilbert's 
corps  advanced  by  order  to  assail  the 
Eebel  front,  while  Crittenden  struck 
hard  on  his  left  flank ;  but  they  found 
no  enemy  to  dispute  their  progress. 
Bragg  had  decamped  during  the 
night,  marching  on  Harrodsburg ; 
where  he  was  joined  by  Kirby  Smith 
and  Withers;  retreating  thence  south- 
ward by  Bryantsville  to  Camp  Dick 
Eobinson,  near  Danville. 

Bragg  admits  a  total  loss  in  this 


'Oct.  9. 
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battle  of  not  lees  than  2,500 ;  includ- 
ing Brig.-Gtens.  Wood,  Cleburne,  and 
Brown,  wounded ;  and  claims  to  have 
driven  us  two  miles,  captured  15 
guns,  400  prisoners,  and  inflicted  a 
total  loss  of  4,000.  Buell's  report 
admits  a  loss  on  our  part  of  4,348 — 
916  killed,  2,943  wounded,  and  489 
missing ;  but  as  to  guns,  he  concedes 
a  loss  of  but  ten,  whereof  all  but  two 
were  left  on  the  ground,  with  more 
than  1,000  of  their  wounded,  by  the 
Bebels. 

Gen.  Buell  officially  reports  his 
effective  force  which  advanced  on 
Perryville  at  58,000 ;  whereof  22,000 
were  raw  troops,  who  had  received 
little  or  no  instruction.  He  estimates 
the  Rebel  army  in  Kentucky  at 
65,000  to  65,000  men ;  but  of  this 
aggregate  not  more  than  two-thirds 
were  present.  As  the  fighting  of 
all  but  the  raw  troops  in  this  battle, 
on  our  side,  was  remarkably  good, 
that  of  the  Rebels  present  must  have 
been  still  better,  since  they  inflicted 
the  greater  loss,  gained  the  more 
ground,  and  captured  some  cannon ; 
yet  it  is  plain  that  Bragg  obtained 
here  all  the  fighting  he  was  anxious 
for;  since  he  abandoned  some  1,200 
of  his  sick  and  wounded  at  Harrods- 
burg,  and  25,000  barrels  of  pork, 
with  other  stores,  at  various  points; 
making  no  stand  even  at  Camp  Dick 
Robinson — a  very  strong  position, 
behind  the  perpendicular  bluffs  of 
Dick's  river — ^but  retreated  precipi- 
tately by  Crab  Orchard,  Mount  Ver- 
non, London,  and  Barboursville,  to 
Cumberland  Gap,  and  thus  into  East 
Tennessee ;  burning  even  large  quan- 
tities of  cloths  and  other  precious 
goods,  for  which  transportation  over 
the  rough  mountain  roads  necessarily 
traversed  was  not  to  be  had. 


The  retreat  was  conducted  by 
Bishop  Polk,  and  covered  by  Wheel- 
er's cavalry.  And,  though  Kentucky 
was  minus  many  thousands  of  ani- 
mals, with  other  spoils  of  all  kinds, 
by  reason  of  this  gigantic  raid,  it  is 
not  probable,  in  view  of  the  inevi- 
table suffering  and  loss  of  animals  on 
their  long,  hurried,  famished  flight 
through  the  rugged,  sterile,  thinly 
peopled  mountain  region,  that  all  the 
Rebels  took  back  into  East  Tennessee 
was  equal  in  value  to  the  outfit  with 
which  they  had  set  forth  on  this  ad- 
venture. 

Sill's  division — ^whichhad  followed 
Kirby  Smith  from  Frankfort,  and 
had  had  a  little  fight  with  his  rear- 
guard near  Lawrenceburg — ^reached 
Perryville  at  nightfall  on  the  11th ; 
up  to  which  time  Buell  had  made  no 
decided  advance.  Pushing  forward 
a  strong  reconnoissance  next  day  to 
Dick's  river,  he  found  no  enemy  this 
side ;  and  he  learned  at  Danville,  two 
days  later,  that  Bragg  was  in  full  re- 
treat. He  sent  forward  in  pursuit  at 
midnight  Wood's  division,  followed 
by  the  rest  of  Crittenden's  and  then 
by  McCook's  corps,  while  Gilbert's 
marched  on  the  Lancaster  road  to  the 
left.  Wood  struck  the  Rebel  rear- 
guard next  morning  at  Stanford,  but 
to  little  purpose ;  the  enemy  retiring 
when  assailed  in  force,  felling  trees 
across  the  road  behind  him,  and  con- 
suming all  the  forage  of  the  region 
he  traversed,  rendering  extended  pur- 
suit impossible.  McCook's  and  Gil- 
bert's divisions  were  halted  at  Crab 
Orchard;  while  Crittenden  kept  on 
to  London,  whence  he  was  recalled 
by  Buell ;  farther  pursuit  being  evi- 
dently useless.  The  Government, 
deeply  dissatisfied  with  this  impotent 
conclusion  of  the  campaign,  now  re- 
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lieved**  Bnell  from  conmiand,  ap- 
pointing Maj.-Gen.  BosecranB  in  his 
stead. 

If  the  disappointment  on  our  side 
at  the  escape  of  Bragg  with  his  plun- 
der was  great,  the  chagrin  of  the 
Rebels  was  even  greater.  They  had 
so  loudly  and  boastingly  proclaimed 
that  they  entered  Kentucky  to  stay, 
that  they  had  incited  their  partisans 
throughout  the  State  to  compromise 
themselves  by  demonstrations  which 
were  now  shown  to  have  been  rash 
and  useless ;  so  that  thousands  of  the 
more  prominent  were  impelled  to  fly 
with  Bragg,  who  ^nbarrassed  his 
march  and  devoured  his  scanty  sup- 
plies, yet  were  of  no  value  to  the 
cause  when  they  had  together  en- 
tered— ^not  in  triumph — ^their  beloved 
Dixie.  Brad's  invasion  had  demon- 
strated afresh  the  antagonism  of  at 
least  two-thirds  of  the  Kentuckians 
to  the  Rebellion — a  demonstration 
more  conclusive  than  that  uniformly 
afforded  by  h^  elections,  because 
there  could  now  be  no  pretense  that 
the  people  were  overawed  or  their 
verdict  corrupted.  For  weeks,  a  gal- 
lant, formidable,  triumphant  Rebel 
army  had  held  undisputed  possession 
of  the  heart  of  the  State ;  its  cavalry 
had  traversed  two-thirds  of  it,  afford- 
ing opportunity  and  solicitation  to 
all  who  were  inclined  to  enter  the 
Confederate  service ;  their  cause  had 
enjoyed  the  prestige  of  several  bril- 
liant and  profitable  successes,  while 
the  Union  forces  everywhere  fled  be- 


fore them,  or  made  a  stand  only  to  be 
routed;  yet  the  number  of  recruits 
to  their  standard  was  confessedly 
moderate.  Excepting  in  a  few  of 
the  rich  slaveholdhig  counties  around 
Lexingt<m,  and  in  that  south-western 
portion  of  the  State  which  Bragg 
failed  to  reach,  those  in  sympathy 
with  the  Rebellion  were  everywhere 
a  decided  and  in  xnany  counties  an 
inconsiderable  minority.** 


The  transfer  of  Gen.  Halleck  to 
Washington  had  left  Gen.  Grant  in 
command  of  the  district  of  West  Ten^ 
nessee,  with  his  headquarters  at  Jack- 
son or  at  Bolivar,  while  Gen.  6ose- 
crans  was  left  in  command  in  north- 
em  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  when 
Gen.  Buell,  taking  **  two  of  his  divi- 
sions, moved  northward  in  pursuit  of 
Bragg.  Rosecrans  was  at  Tuscum- 
bia  when  advised,**  by  telegram  from 
Gen.  Grant,  that  a  considerable  Rebel 
force  was  moving  northward  between 
them,  and  that  its  cavalry  had  al- 
ready attacked  Bolivar,  and  cut  the 
line  of  railroad  between  that  post  and 
Jackson.  Hereupon,  leaving  luka  in 
charge  of  Col.  R.  C.  Murphy,  8th 
Wisconsin,  Rosecrans  moved  east- 
ward with  Stanley's  division  to  his 
old  encampment  at  Clear  creek,  sev- 
en miles  from  Corinth.  Murphy  pre- 
cipitately abandoned  his  post  oif  the 
approach  of  the  Rebel  cavalry,  allow- 
ing a  large  amount  of  stores,  with  680 
barrels  of  flour,  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.    A  reconnoissance  in 


"Oct  30. 

"  Pollard  gays: 

**  It  is  to  be  admitted  that  the  South  was  bit- 
terly disappointed  in  the  manifestations  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  Kentucky;  that  the  exhibitions 
of  sympathy  in  this  State  were  meager  and  senti- 
mental, and  amounted  to  but  little  practical  aid 
of  our  cause.  Indeed,  no  subject  was  at  once 
more  dispiriting  and  perplexing  to  the  South 
than  the  cautiouB  and  unmanly  reception  given 


to  our  armies  both  in  Kentudcy  and  Maryland. 
The  references  we  have  made  to  the  sentiment 
of  each  of  these  States  leaves  but  little  room  to 
doubt  the  general  condusion,  that  the  dread  of 
Yankee  vengeanoe  and  love  of  proparty  were 
too  powerful  to  make  them  take  risks  against 
these  in  favor  of  a  cause  for  which  their  people 
had  a  mere  preferanee,  without  any  attachments 
to  it  higher  than  those  of  selfish  calculation.*' 
"  Aug.  20.  »  About  Sept  1. 
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force,  under  Ool.  Mower,  haying  Bat- 
iflfied  Eosecrans  that  the  Rebel  army 
under  Qen.  Price  now  occupied  luka, 
he  BO  advised  Gen.  Grant;  who  there- 
upon resolved  on  a  combined  attack, 
sending  down  Gen.  Ord,  with  some 
6,000  men,  to  Bumsville,  seven  miles 
west  of  luka,  and  following  from 
Bolivar  with  such  troops  as  could  be 
spared  to  reenforce  him.  Ord  was 
to  move  on  luka  from  the  north; 
while  Bosecrans,  with  Stanley's,  was 
to  rejoin  his  remaining  division,  un- 
der Hamilton,  at  *Jacinto,  nine  miles 
south  of  Bumsville,  thence  advancing 
<m  Price  from  the  south.  This  con- 
centration was  duly  effected;^  and 
Qen.  Grant,  who  had  now  reached 
Bumsville,  was  advised  that  Bose- 
crans would  attack  luka,  19^  miles 


from  Jacinto,  between  2^  and  4r| 
p.  M.  next  day. 

Bosecrans  moved  accordingly,  at 
3  A.  M,"  in  light  marching  order, 
duly  advising  G^n.  Grant ;  and  was 
within  7i  miles  of  luka  at  noon,  hav- 
ing been  driving  in  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers for  the  last  two  miles.  Dis- 
appointed in  hearing  no  guns  from 
Ord's  column,  he  did  not  choose  to 
push  his  four  brigades  against  the 
more  numerous  army  in  their  front 
on  separate  roads,  which  precluded 
their  reciprocal  support,  but  advanced 
slowly — Hamilton's  division  in  front 
— ^up  to  a  point  two  miles  from  luka, 
where  a  cross-road  connected  that 
from  Jacinto^  on  which  he  was  mov- 
ing, with  the  road  leading  south-east- 
ward from  luka  to  Fulton ;  where, 


'  Sept  18. 


"  Sept.  19. 
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at  4  P.  iL,  the  Rebels  were  found 
drawn  np  in  force,  holding  a  strong 
position  along  a  deep  ravine  crossing 
the  main  road,  and  behind  the  crest 
of  a  hill.  Here  our  skirmishers  were 
driven  back  on  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn in  advance,  which  was  suddenly 
saluted  with  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
grape,  canister,  and  shell,  under  which 
the  11th  Ohio  battery  was  with  diffi- 
culty brought  into  position,  with  the 
6th  Iowa,  Col.  Matthias,  and  26th 
Missouri,  Col.  Boomer,  supporting  it; 
the  48th  Indiana,  Col.  Eddy,  posted 
a  little  in  advance  of  the  battay,  on 
the  left  of  the  road,  holding  their 
ground  under  a  terrible  fire;  while 
the  4th  Minnesota,  Capt.  Le  Gro, 
and  16th  Iowa,  Col.  Chambers,  were 
hurried  up  to  their  support.  The 
nature  of  the  ground  forbidding  any 
extension  of  our  front,  the  battle  was 
{hus  maintained  by  a  single  brigade, 
against  at  least  three  times  their 
numbers,  imtil  Col.  Eddy  was  killed; 
when  the  remnant  of  his  raiment 
was  hurled  back  in  disorder  and  our 
advanced  battery  clutched  by  the 
Rebels ;  but  not  till  its  every  horse 
had  been  disabled  and  every  officer 
killed  or  wounded.  A  charge  was 
instantly  made  to  recover  it,  and  the 
guns  were  repeatedly  taken  and  re- 
taken ;  but  they  were  finally  dragged 
off  the  field  by  the  Rebels,  only  to  be 
abandoned  in  their  fiight  from  luka. 
Stanley's  division  had  meantime 
come  up,  pushing  forward  the  11th 
Missouri  to  the  front ;  where,  uniting 
with  the  5th  Iowa  and  26th  Missouri, 
it  first  checked  the  Rebel  advance 
and  then  drove  it  back  to  the  shelter 
of  the  ravine;  while  Col.  Perczel, 
with  the  10th  Iowa  and  a  section  of 
Immell's  battery,  repulsed  a  Rebel 


attempt  to  turn  our  left.  Col. 
Boomer  fell,  severely  wounded,  and 
darknesfl  at  length  closed  the  battle : 
our  men  lying  down  on  their  arms, 
expecting  to  renew  the  struggle  n6xt 
morning ;  Glen.  Stanley  himself  being 
at  the  fix)nt,  along  with  Brig.-Gen. 
Sullivan  and  Col.  J.  B.  Sanborn, 
who  had  bravely  and  skillftdly 
directed  the  movements  of  Hamil- 
ton's two  brigades ;  but  not  a  regi- 
ment of  Stanley's  division,  save  the 
11th  ^ssouri,  had  been  enabled  to 
participate  in  the  action ;  and  not  a 
shot  had  been  fired  from  the  direc- 
tion whence  Ord's  advance  had  been 
confidently  expected — ^the  excuse  for 
this  being  that  Ord  had  only  ex- 
pected to  attack  after  hearing  the 
sound  of  Rosecrans'sguns ;  and  these 
a  high  wind  from  the  north-west  pre- 
vented his  hearing  at  alL 

Ord  had  been  watching  a  Rebel 
demonstration  from  the  south  and 
west  upon  Corinth — which  proved  a 
mere  feint — ^but  had  returned  to 
Bumsville  at  4  p.  M.,"  when  he  was 
directed  by  Grant  to  move  his  entire 
force — ^which  had  been  swelled  by 
the  arrival  of  Ross's  division — to 
within  four  miles  of  luka,  and  there 
await  the  sound  of  Rosecrans's  guns. 
Ross,  in  his  advance,  reported  to  him 
a  dense  smoke  arising  from  the  direc- 
tion of  luka;  whence  he  inferred 
that  Price  was  burning  his  stores 
and  preparing  to  retreat.  Next 
morning,  hearing  guns  in  his  front, 
Ord  moved  rapidly  into  luka,  but 
found  no  enemy  there ;  Price  having 
retreated  on  the  Fulton  road  during 
the  night.  Ord,  leaving  Crocker's 
brigade  to  garrison  luka,  returned 
directly,  by  order,  to  Corinth ;  while 
Rosecrans — ^having  first   sent  Stan- 
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ley's  division  into  luka  and  found 
it  abandoned — turned  on  the  trail  of 
the  BebelB,  and  followed  until  night ; 
but  found  they  had  too  much  start  to 
be  overtaken. 

Hamilton  reports  that,  in  this  afiair 
of  luka,  not  more  than  2,800  men 
on  our  side  were  actually  engaged, 
against  a  Sebel  force  of  11,000,  hold- 
ing a  chosen  and  very  strong  posi- 
tion. Eosecrans  reports  our  total 
loss  in  this  battle  at  782—144  killed, 
598  wounded,  and  40  missing ;  and 
that  we  buried  on  the  field  265 
Kebels,  while  120  more  died  in  hos- 
pital of  wounds  here  received ;  342 
more  were  left  wounded  in  hospital 
by  the  Rebels,  and  361  were  made 
prisoners.  He  estimates  that  they 
carried  off  350  more  of  their  less 
severely  wounded;  making  their 
total  loss  1,438.  He  states  that  he 
captured  1,629  stand  of  arms,  13,000 
rounds  of  ammunition,  beside  large 
quantities  of  equipments  and  stores. 
Pollard  says  that  the  Bebel  loss  ^'  was 
probably  800  in  killed  and  wounded." 


Price  retreated  to  Eipley,  Miss., 
where  he  united  with  a  still  stronger 
Bebel  force,  imder  Van  Dom,  who 
had  been  menacing  Corinth  during 
the  conflict  at  luka,  but  had  retreated 
after  its  dose,  and  who  now  assumed 
command,  and,  marching  northward, 
struck  the  Memphis  Bailroad  at 
Pocahontas,  considerably  westward 
of  Corinth,  thence  pushing  "  rapidly 
down  the  road  to*  Chewalla,  widi 
intent  to  surprise,  or  at  least  storm, 
Corinth  next  day.  Bosecrans — who 
had  received**  his  promotion  to  a 
Hajor-Generalship  directly  afi;er  the 
affidr  at  luka — ^had  been  left  in  chief 
command  at  Corinth  by  Grant,  who 


had  returned  tb  his  own  headquarters' 
at  Jackson,  withdrawing  Ord's  divi-^ 
sion  to  Bolivar.  Bosecrans  had  in  and 
about  Corinth  not  far  from  20,000 
men — too  few  to  man  the  extensive 
works  constructed  around  it  by  Beau- 
r^ard,  when  he  held  that  position 
against  Halleck's  besieging  army. 
Bealizing  this,  Bosecrans  had  hastily 
constructed  an  inner  line  of  fortifica- 
tions, covering  Corinth,  especially 
toward  the  west,  at  distances  of  a 
mile  or  so  from  the  center  of  the 
village.  Promptly  advised  by  his 
cavalry  of  the  formidable  Bebel 
movement  northward,  until  it  struck 
the  line  of  his  communications  with 
Grant,  he  supposed  its  object  to  be 
Bolivar  or  Jackson,  and  Uiat  only  a 
feint  would  be  made  on  Corinth ;  but 
he  was  prepared  for  any  emergency, 
having  his  forces  w%ll  in  hand  and 
thrown  out  westward,  into  and 
beyond  Beauregard's  fortifications 
already  mentioned.  Hamilton  held 
the  right,  with  Davies  in  the  center, 
and  McKean  on  the  left ;  while  three 
raiments,  under  Col.  Oliver,  were 
thrown  out  in  advance  on  the  Che- 
walla road,  down  which  the  Bebels 
were  advancing. 

Van  Dom  moved  at  an  early  hourj 
and,  forming  in  order  of  battle  at  a 
distance  from  our  outworks,  his 
right,  under  Gen.  Mansfield  Lovell^. 
encountered,  at  7i  a.  m.,'*  our  left, 
advance,  under  CoL  Oliver,  holding, 
a  hill  which  afforded  a  strong  posir^ 
tion,  and  a  broad  and  extensive  view^ 
of  the  country  beyond  it.  He  had 
orders  to  hold  it  pretty  firmly,  so  a^ 
to  compel  the  enemy  to  develop  his> 
strength. 

Bosecrans,  still  distrusting  that  this^ 
attack  was  more  than  a  feint,  dch 
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signed  to  cover  a  movement  on  Boli- 
var and  Jackson,  at  9  o'clock  sent 
Gen.  McArthur  to  the  front,  vrho 
reported  widespread  but  slack  skir- 
mishing, and  said  the  hill  was  of 
great  value  to  test  the  strength  of  our 
assailants.  McArthur,  finding  him- 
self hotly  assailed,  called  up  four 
more  regiments  from  McKean's  divi- 
sion, and  continued  what  by  this  time 
had  become  a  serious  engagement, 
until  a  determined  Kebel  charge,  in- 
terposing between  his  right  and  the 
left  of  Gen.  Davies,  forced  him 
rapidly  back  from  the  hill,  with  the 
loss  of  2  heavy  guns ;  thus  compel- 
ling a  slight  recoil  of  Davies  also. 

By  1  p.  M.,  it  had  become  evident 
that  the  attack  was  no  feint,  but 
meant  the  capture  of  Corinth,  with 
its  immense  stores ;  and  that  success 
was  to  be  struggle  for  right  here. 
Accordingly,  McKean's  division,  on 


our  left,  was  drawn  back  to  the  ridge 
next  beyond  our  inner  intrenchments, 
and  ordered  to  close  with  his  right 
on  Davies's  left ;  Hamilton's  divisioii 
was  moved  down  until  its  left 
touched  Davies's  right ;  while  Sjtan- 
ley,  moving  northward  and  eastward, 
was  to  stand  in  close  echelon  with 
McKean,  but  nearer  Corinth.  These 
dispositions  had  scarcely  been  com- 
pleted, under  a  most  determined 
pressure  on  our  center  by  the  Rebels, 
which  compelled  Davies  to  give 
ground  and  call  upon  Stanley  for  aid, 
when  night  compelled  a  pause  in  the 
engagement;  Col.  Mower,  with  one 
of  Stanley's  brigades,  having  just 
come  into  the  fight ;  while  Hamilton, 
working  his  way  through  an  imprac- 
ticable thicket,  was  just  swinging  in 
on  the  enemy's  left.  Van  Dom,  sup- 
posing Corinth  virtually  his  omtb, 
sent  off  to  Bichmond  an  electrifying 
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^patch,  claiming  a  great  victory, 
and  rested  for  the  night  on  his  laa- 
relfl. 

At  3  A.  M.,**  the  fight  was  reopened 
by  the  fire  of  a  Rebel  battery  which 
had  been  planted  during  the  night  in 
front  and  but  200  yards  distant  from 
Fort  Robinett,  in  our  center,  cover- 
ing the  ro^  W.N.W.  from  Corinth 
to  Chewalla.  Shell  were  thrown  into 
Oorinth,  exploding  in  streets  and 
lionses,  and  causing  a  sudden  stam- 
pede of  teamsters,  sutlers,  and  non- 
combatants  generally.  No  reply  was 
made  by  our  batteries  till  fair  day- 
light ;  when  Capt.  Williams  opened 
from  Fort  Williams  with  his  20-pound 
Parrotts,  and  in  three  minutes  si- 
lenced the  xmseasonable  disturber; 
two  of  whose  guns  were  dragged  off, 
whOe  the  third,  being  deserted,  was 
taken  and  brought  within  our  lines. 
By  this  time,  the  ddrmishers  of  both 
sides  had  wormed  their  way  into  the 
swampy  thickets  separating  the  hos- 
tile forces;  and  their  shots,  at  first 
scattering,  came  thicker  and  faster. 
Occasionally,  there  would  be  a  lull 
in  this  ftisillade,  swiftly  followed  by 
considerable  volleys.  Batteries  on 
both  sides  now  came*  into  ftill  play, 
and  shells  were  falling  and  bursting 
everywhere ;  but  no  Bebel  masses,  nor 
even  lines  of  infantry,  were  visible ; 
until  suddenly,  about  9^  a.  il,  a  vast 
column  of  gleaming  bayonets  flashed 
out  from  the  woods  east  of  the  rail- 
road, and  moved  sternly  up  the  Boli- 
var road.  Says  the  witnessing  cor- 
respondent of  the  Cincinnati  Cam' 
mercial: 

**  A  prodifiiions  mass,  with  gleaming  bayo- 
aels,  Bdddemj  loomed  oat,  dark  and  threat- 
eoing,  on  the  east  of  the  railroad,  moving 
■lernlynp  the  Bolivar  road  in  colnmn  bj 
divisiona.     Directly,  it  opened  ont  in  the 


shape  of  a  monstrous  wedge,  and  drove  for- 
ward impetuonsly  toward  the  heart  of  Oor- 
inth. It  was  a  splendid  target  for  onr  bat- 
teries, and  it  was  soon  perforated.  Hideous 
gaps  were  rent  in  it,  but  those  massive  lines 
were  closed  almost  as  soon  as  they  were  torn 
open.  At  this  period,  the  skillful  manage- 
ment of  Gen.  Rosecrans  began  to  develop. 
It  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  been 
enticed  to  attack  precisely  at  the  point 
where  the  artillery  could  sweep  them  with 
direct,  cross,  and  enfilading  fire.  He  had  pre- 
pared for  such  an  occasion.  Our  shell  swept 
through  the  mass  with  awful  effect ;  but  the 
brave  Rebels  pressed  onward  inflexibly.  Di- 
rectly, the  wedge  opened  and  spread  out 
magnificently,  right  and  left,  like  great 
wings,  seeming  to  swoop  over  the  whole 
field  before  them.  But  there  was  a  fearful 
march  in  front.  A  broad,  turfy  glacis,  slo- 
ping upward  at  an  angle  of  thirty  degrees 
to  a  crest  fringed  with  determined,  disci- 
plined soldiers,  and  clad  with  terrible  bat- 
teries, frowned  upon  them.  There  were  a 
few  obstructions — ^fallen  timber — which  dis- 
ordered their  lines  a  little.  But  every  break 
was  instantly  welded.  Our  whole  line  open- 
ed fire ;  but  the  enemy,  seemingly  insensible' 
to  fear,  or  infuriated  by  passion,  bent  their 
necks  downward  and  marched  steadily  to 
death,  ii>ith  their  faces  averted  like  men  striv- 
ing to  protect  thetMeVoee  against  a  driving 
storm  of  hail.  The  Yates  an*}  Burgess 
sharp-shooters,  lying  snugly  behind  their 
ru  Je  breastworks,  poured  in  a  destructive 
fire ;  but  it  seemed  no  more  effectual  than 
if  they  had  been  firing  potato-balls,  except- 
ing that  somebody  was  killed.  The  enemy 
stUl  pressed  onward  undismayed.  At  last, 
they  reached  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  front 
and  to  the  right  of  Fort  Richardson,  and 
Gen.  Davies^s  division  gave  way.  It  began 
to  fall  back  in  disorder.  Gen.  Rosecrans, 
who  had  been  watching  the  conflict  vrith 
eagle  eye,  and  who  is  described  as  having 
expressed  his  delight  at  the  trap  into  which 
Gen.  Price  was  blindly  plunging,  discovered 
the  break,  and  dashed  to  the  front,  inflamed 
with  indication.  He  rallied  the  men  by 
his  splendid  example  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight.  Before  the  liTie  was  demoralized,  he 
succeeded  in  restoring  it,  and  the  men,  brave 
when  bravely  led,  fought  again.    But  it  had 

S 'elded  much  space ;  and  the  loss  of  Fort 
ichardson  was  certain.  Price^s  right  moved 
swiftly  to  the  headquarters  of. Gen.  Rose-' 
crans,  took  possesion  of  it,  and  posted 
themselves  under  cover  of  the  portico  of 
the  house,  and  behind  its  comers,  whence 
they  opened  fire  upon  our  troops  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  public  square.  Seven  ReS- 
els  were  killed  within  the  little  inclosure  in 
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front  of  the  General's  cottage.  The  struc- 
ture is  a  sort  of  sieve  now — ^bullets  have 
punctured  it  so  well.  But  the  desperadoes 
got  no  farther  into  town. 

"  Battle  was  raging  about  Fort  Richard- 
son. Gallant  Richardson,  for  whom  it  was 
named,  fought  his  battery  well.  Had  his  sup- 
ports fought  as  his  artillerymen  did,  the  rec- 
ord would  have  been  diflferent.  The  Rebels 
gained  the  crest  of  the  hill,  swarmed  around 
the  little  redoubt,  and  were  swept  away 
from  it  as  a  breath  will  dissipate  smoke. 
Again  they  swarmed  like  infuriated  tigers. 
At  last,  a  desperate  dash,  with  a  yell.  Rich- 
ardson goes  down  to  rise  no  more.  His 
supports  are  not  on  hand.  The  foe  shouts 
triumphantly  and  seizes  the  guns.  The 
horses  are  fifty  yards  down  the  hill  toward 
Corinth.  A  score  of  Rebels  seize  them. 
The  56th  Illinois  suddenly  rises  from  cover 
in  the  ravine.  One  terrible  volley,  and 
there  are  sixteen  dead  artillery  horses  and  a 
dozen  dead  Rebels.  Illinois  shouts,  charges 
up  the  hill,  across  the  plateau  into  the  bat- 
tery. The  Rebels  fly  out  through  embra- 
sures and  around  the  wings.  The  66th  yells 
again  and  pursues. 

"  The  Rebels  do  not  stop.  Hamilton's  vet- 
erans, meantime,  have  been  working  quietly 
- — no  lung- work,  but  gun- work  enough.  A 
steady  stream  of  fire  tore  the  Rebel  ranks 
to  pieces.  When  Davies  broke,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  all  to  fall  back.  Gen.  Rosecrans 
thought  it  well  enough  to  get  Price  in 
deeply.  A  Rebel  soldier  says  Van  Dorn 
sat  on  his  horse  grimly  and  saw  it  all. 
•That's  Rosecrans's  trick,'  said  he;  'he's 
got  Price  where  he  must  suffer.'  Maybe 
this  is  one  of  the  apocrypha  of  battle.  A 
Rebel  soldier  says  it 's  truth.  But  Ham- 
ilton's division  receded  under  orders — at 
backward  step ;  slowly,  grimly,  face  to  the 
foe,  and  firing.  But  when  the  66th  Il- 
linois charged,  this  was  changed.  Da- 
vies's  misfortune  had  been  remedied.  The 
whole  line  advanced.  The  Rebel  host  was 
broken.  A  destroying  Nemesis  pursued 
them.  Arms  were  lung  away  wildly. 
j  They  ran  to  the  woods.  They  fled  into 
the  forests.  Oh !  what  a  shout  of  triumph 
and  what  a  gleaming  Ime  of  steel  followed 
them.  It  is  strange,  but  true.  Our  men 
do  not  often  shout  before  battle.  Heavens  I 
what  thunder  there  is  in  their  throats  after 
yictoryl  *They '  report  that  such  a  shout 
was  never  before  heard  in  Corinth.  Price's 
cnce  *  invincible '  now  invisible  legions  were 
broken,  demoralized,  fugitive,  and  remorse- 
lessly pursued  down  the  hill,  into  the 
swamps,  through  the  thickets,  into  the  for- 
ests. Newly  disturbed  earth  shows  where 
they  fell,  and  how  very  often. 

"  Gen.  Van  Dom's  attack  was  to  'have 
.been  simultaneous  with  that  of  Price.   The 


Generals  had  arranged  to  carry  Corinth  by 
one  grand  assault.  In  their  reconnoissanoe 
Friday  evening,  they  had  found  no  fort  where 
Fort  Richardson  was,  and  they  overlooked 
Fort  Robinett.  Ugly  obstacles.  When  they 
drove  their  wedge  toward  Corinth,  one 
flange  on  the  Bolivar  road,  the  other  on  a 
branch  of  the  Chewalla,  they  intended  both 
wings  should  extend  together.  Topographi- 
cal and  artificial  obstructions  interrupted 
Van  Dorn.  He  was  obliged  to  sweep  over 
a  rugged  ravine,  through  dense  thickets,  up 
hill,  over  a  heavy  abatis,  with  his  left;  it 
was  necessary  for  his  center  to  dip  down  . 
hill  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Williams,  Capt. 
Gau's  siege-guns  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
and  under  heavy  musketry,  while  his  right 
had  to  girdle  a  ridge  and  move  over  almost 
insurmountable  abatis  under  a  point-blank 
fire  of  both  Fort  Williams  and  Fort  Robin- 
ett, supported  by  a  splendid  division  of 
veteran  troops.  The  latter  fort  had  10- 
ponnder  Parrotts,  three  of  them — the  for- 
mer 80-pounder  Parrotts,  which  devoar 
men.  It  was  a  task  to  be  accomplished,  or 
a  terrible  failure  to  be  recorded.  Price  had 
comparatively  plain  sailing,  and  lost  no  time. 
Van  Dorn  was  seven  or  eight  minutes  bo- 
hind  time.  During  that  precious  seven  min- 
utes. Price  was  overwhelmed,  and  Van  Dom 
was  left  with  a  feat  of  desperation  to  be  ac- 
complished. He  tried  it  audaciously.  His 
men  obeyed  magnificently.  Evidently,  he 
relied  chiefly  on  Texas  and  Mississippi ;  for 
the  troops  of  those  States  were  in  front. 
The  wings  were  sorely  distressed  in  the  en- 
tanglement on  either  side.  Two  girdles  of 
bristling  steel  glistened  on  the  waist  of  the 
ridge.  Two  brigades,  one  supporting  the 
front  at  close  distance,  moved  up  solidly  to- 
ward the  face  of  the  fort.  The  Parrotts  of 
both  redoubts  were  pouring  shot,  and  shell, 
and  grape,  and  canister,  into  them  from  the 
moment  of  command—*  Forward — Charge  I* 
shouted  clearly  fV*om  the  brave  Col.  Rogers 
(acting  Brigadier)  of  Texas.  They  tell  me 
it  was  a  noble  exhibition  of  desperate  dar- 
ing. At  every  discharge,  great  gaps  were 
cut  through  their  ranks.  No  faltering,  but 
the  ranks  were  closed,  and  they  moved  stead- 
ily to  the  front,  bending  their  heads  to  the 
storm.  Dozens  were  slaughtered  while 
thrusting  themselves  through  the  rugged 
timber,  but  no  man  wavered.  Onward,  on- 
ward, steady  and  unyielding  as  fate,  their 
General  in  front  At  last,  they  reach  the 
ditch.  It  is  an  awful  moment  They  pause 
to  take  breath  for  a  surge-Hi  fatal  pause. 
Texas  Rogers,  with  the  Rebel  flag  m  his 
left,  revolver  in  his  right,  advanced  firing, 
leaped  the  ditch,  scaled  the  parapet,  wavea 
his  banner  aloft,  and  tumbled  headlong  into 
the  ditch.  A  patriot's  bullet  had  killed  him 
in  the  moment  of  triomph.    Five  Tezana 
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who  followed  pitched  forward  through  the 
embrasares  like  logs,  and  fell  into  the  fort 

**  Bat  we  anticipate.  Remember  that  the 
two  redoubts  are  on  the  same  ridge :  Port 
'Williams  commanding  Fort  Robinett,  which 
is  in  front.  ITad  the  Rebels  taken  the  latter, 
the  gnns  pf  the  former  would  have  destroyed 
them.  Thej  were  separated  bj  a  space  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards.  The 
Ohio  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  Fullec, 
was  formed  behind  the  ridge,  on  the  right 
of  the  redoubts.  The  left  of  the  63d  Ohio 
rested  on  Fort  Robinett,  its  right  joining 
the  left  of  the  27th  Ohio;  the  d9th  was 
behind  the  27th,  supporting  it;  the  right 
of  the  43d  joined  the  left  of  the  63d,  form- 
ing a  right  angle  with  it,  and  extending  to 
Fort  Williams,  behind  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 
The  11th  Missouri,  Col.  Mower  (U.  8.  A.), 
was  formed  behind  the  63d  Ohio,  its  left  in 
the  angle,  and  the  regiment  faced  obliquely 
to  the  right  of  the  63d.  The  positions  of 
these  gallant  regiments  should  be  described, 
because  their  actions  are  memorable. 

•*  CoL  Fuller,  perfectly  collected,  required 
his  brigade  to  lie  flat  on  their  faces  when 
not  engaged.  While  the  enemy  was  steadily 
approaching,  he  warned  them  to  wait  till 
they  could  see  the  whites  of  their  eyes,  then 
fire  coolly.  It  was  at  the  moment  the  Tex- 
an Rogers  was  flaunting  his  flag  on  our 
parapet,  that  the  63d  was  ordered  to  fire. 
bead  Capt.  McFadden  gave  the  first  com- 
mand of  his  life  to  fire  on  the.field  of  battle, 
and  he  fell  mortally  wounded.  There  were 
only  250  of  the  63d  in  the  conflict;  but 
their  volley  was  fearful.  It  is  said  fifty  Reb- 
els fell  at  once.  Six  volleys  were  fired,  and 
the  Rebels  were  gone.  The  63d  again  lay 
down.  Directly,  the  supporting  brigade  of 
the  Rebels  advanced.  The  63d  was  ordered 
to  make  a  half  left  wheel  to  sweep  the  front 
of  the  redoubt,  and  the  maneuver  was  hand- 
somely executed.  The  11th  Missouri  moved 
on  the  left  into  line  into  the  vacant  space ; 
the  43d  moved  by  the  right  of  companies 
to  the  left,  and  the  27th  half-faced  to  the 
left  Suddenly,  the  enemy  appeared ;  and  a 
furious  storm  of  lead  and  grape  was  launched 
at  them.  The  63d  fired  five  or  six  volleys, 
and  the  Rebels  rushed  upon  them.  A  ter- 
rific hand-to-hand  combat  ensued.  The 
rage  of  the  combatants  was  furious  and  the 
uproar  hideous.  It  lasted  hardly  a  minute, 
but  the  carnage  was  dreadfhl.  Bayonets 
were  used,  muskets  clubbed,  and  men  were 
felled  with  brawny  fists.  Our  noble  fellows 
were  victors,  but  at  sickening  cost  Of 
the  260  of  the  splendid  63d,  125  lay  there 
on  the  field,  wounded,  dead,  or  dying.  The 
last  final  struggle  terminated  with  a  howl 
of  rage  and  dismay.  The  foe  flung  away 
their  arms  and  fled  like  frightened  stags  to 
the  abatis  and  forests.    The  batteries  were 


still  Yomiting  destruction.  With  the  enemr 
plunging  in  upon  him,  brave  Robinett  with 
his  faithful  gunners  of  the  Ist  United  States 
Artillery,  had  double-shotted  his  guns  and 
belched  death  upon  the  infuriate  enemy ;  and 
now  he  sent  the  iron  hail  after  the  fiigitives 
with  relentless  fury.  The  abatis  was  full  of 
them,  but  they  were  subdued.  Directly, 
they  began  to  wave  their  handkerchiefii 
upon  sticks  in  token  of  submission,  shout- 
ing to  spare  them  *  for  God's  sake.'  Over 
two  hundred  of  them  were  taken  within  an 
area  of  a  hundred  yards,  and  more  than  two 
hundred  of  them  fell  in  that  frightful  assault 
upon  Fort  Robinett  Fifty- six  dead  Reb- 
els were  heaped  up  together  in  front  of 
that  redoubt  most  of  whom  were  of  the 
2d  Texas  and  4th  Mississippi.  They  were 
buried  in  one  pit ;  but  their  brave  General 
sleeps  alone:  our  own  noble  fellows  tes- 
tifying their  respect  by  rounding  his  grave 
smoothly  and  mai'king  his  resting-place. 

**  A  great  shout  went  up  all  over  Corinth. 
The  battle  was  a  shock.  It  really  began  at 
half-past  9  o'clock,  and  pursuit  was  com- 
menced at  11  o'clock.  The  pursuit  of  the 
beaten  foe  was  terrible.  Sheets  of  flame 
blazed  through  the  forest.  Ruse  trunka 
were  shattered  by  crashing  shells.  You 
may  track  the  flying  conflict  for  miles  by 
scarified  trees,  broken  branches,  twisted  gun- 
barrels  and  shattered  stocks,  blood-stained 
garments  and  mats  of  human  hair,  which  lie 
on  the  ground  where  men  died;  hillocks 
which  mark  ditches  where  dead  Rebels  were 
covered,  and  smoothly  rounded  graves  where 
slaughtered  patriots  were  tenderly  buried." 

Gen.  EosecraDB'B  official  report 
says: 

"When  Price's  left  bore  down  on  our 
center  in  gallant  style,  their  force  was  so 
overpowering  that  our  wearied  and  Jaded 
troops  yielded  and  fell  back,  scattering 
amon^  the  houses.  I  had  the  personal  mor- 
tification of  witnessing  this  untoward  and 
untimely  stampede. 

"  Riddled  and  scattered,  the  ragged  head 
of  Price's  right  storming  columns  advanc^ed 
to  near  the  house,  north  side  of  the  square, 
in  front  of  C^n.  Halleok's  former  headquar- 
ters; when  it  was 'greeted  by  a  storm  of 
grape  from  a  section  of  Immell's  battery, 
soon  rSenforced  by  the  10th  Ohio,  which 
sent  them  whirling  back,  pursued  by  the  5th 
Minnesota,  which  advanced  on  them  from 
their  position  near  the  d^p^t 

"Gen.  Sullivan  was  ordered  and  promptly 
advanced  to  support  Gen.  Davies's  center. 
His  right  rallied  and  retook  battery  Powell, 
into  which  a  few  of  the  stormhig  column ' 
had  penetrated;  while  Hamilton,  having 
played  upon  the  Rebels  on  his  right,  over 
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the  open  space  effectivelj  swept  by  his  ar- 
tillery, adyanced  on  them,  and  they  fled« 
The  battle  was  over  on  the  right. 

^^  During  all  this,  the  skirmishers  of  the 
left  were  moving  in  our  front  A  line  of 
battle  was  formed  on  the  ridge.  About 
twenty  minutes  after  the  attack  on  the 
right,  the  enemy  advanced  in  four  columns 
on  battery  Robinett,  and  were  treated  to 
grape  and  canister  until  within  fifty  yards ; 
when  the  Ohio  brigade  arose  and  gave  them 
a  murderous  fire  of  musketry,  before  which 
they  reeled  and  fell  back  to  the  woods. 
They,  however,  gallantly  reformed  and  ad- 
yanced  again  to  the  charge,  led  by  Col. 
Bogers,  of  the  2d  Texas.  This  time,  they 
reached  the  edge  of  the  ditch ;  but  tbe  dead- 
ly musketry  fire  of  the  Ohio  brigade  again 
broke  them;  and,  at  the  word  charge,  the 
11th  Missouri  and  27th  Ohio  sprang  up  and 
fprward  at  them,  chasing  their  broken  frag- 
ments back  to  the  woods.  Thus  by  noon 
ended  the  battle  of  the  4th  of  October." 

In  his  testimony  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 
he  sa  js : 

*^  Between  8^  and  4  o^clock  a.  m.,  the  enemy 
<q>ened  his  batteries  furiously  from  a  point 
in  front  of  battery  Robinett;  but  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  he  was  silenced  and  driv- 
en from  his  position.  Our  troops,  thus 
aroused  from  their  brief  rest,  which  could 
•carcely  be  called  slumber,  nerved  them- 
selves for  the  coming  fight ;  the  brunt  of 
which  came  on  about  10  o^clock,  when,  the 
enemy  charging  our  right  center,  Davies's 
^vision  gave  way,  but  speedily  rallied,  and, 
with  the  aid  of  Hamilton's  division  and  a 
oross-fire  from  battery  Kobinett,  poured  in 
a  fire  so  destructive  that  the  enemy  were 
thrown  into  confusion  and  finally  driven 
from  this  part  of  the  field ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  also  charged  battery  Robinett ;  but  was 
thoroughly  repulsed,  after  two  or  three  ef- 
fbrts,  and  retired  to  the  woods.  "With  our 
inferior  numbers  of  exhausted  troops,  we 
stood  on  the  defensive,  sending  skirmishers 
to  the  front  and  expecting  another  charge 
fixMn  the  eneqiy,  till  about  8  o'clock  p.  m.  ; 
when,  finding  that  their  skirmishers  yielded 
to  ours,  we  began  to  push  them,  and  by  4 
o^clock  became  satisfied  that  they  intended 
to  retire  from  our  immediate  front;  but  so 
superior  was  their  strength  that  I  could  not 
believe  they  would  altogether  abandon  the 
operation.  By  0  p.  m.,  our  skirmishers  had 
poshed  tib^frs  back  five  miles.*' 

Our  soldiers,  haying  now  been 
marching  and  fighting  acnne  48  hours, 


with  very  little  rest,  G^en.  Bofiecrant 
ordered  all  but  those  on  the  skirmish 
line  to  lie  down^  while  five  days' 
rations  should  be  issued  to  them,  and 
that  they  should  start  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  early  next  morning ;  but,  just 
before  sunset,  Gen.  McPherson  ar- 
rived, with  five  fresh  regiments  from 
Gen.  Grant,  and  was  given  the  ad- 
vance on  the  trail  of  the  flying 
enemy,  whom  he  followed  15  miles 
next  day ; "  having  a  skirmish  with 
his  rear-guard  that  night. 

Meantime,  another  division,  which 
Gen.  Grant  had  pushed  forward  from 
Bolivar,  at  3  a.  m.  of  the  eventfiil 
4th,  under  Gen.  Hurlbut,  to  the  re- 
lief of  Corinth,  had  struck  the  head 
of  the  enemy's  retreating  forces  and 
skirmished  with  it  considerably  dxuN 
ing  the  afternoon.  Hurlbut  was 
joined  and  ranked,  next  morning,  by 
Ord.  The  Rebel  advance,  having 
crossed  the  Hatchie  river  at  Davis's 
bridge,  were  encountered  by  Ord  and 
driven  back  so  precipitately  that  they 
were  unable  to  bum  the  bridge,  los- 
ing 2  batteries  and  300  prisoners. 
Ord,  being  in  inferior  numbers,  did 
not  pursue  across  the  river,  but 
gathered  up  900  small  arms  which 
the  Rebels  had  tlirown  away.  He 
reports  that  his  losses  in  killed  and 
wounded  during  that  day's  pursuit 
were  several  hundreds — ^probably  ex- 
ceeding those  of  the  enemy,  who 
fought  only  under  dense  cover,  with 
every  advantage  of  ground,  compel- 
ling our  men  to  advance  across  open 
fields  and  up  hills  against  them. 
G«n.  Veatch  was  among  our  wounded. 

Yan  Dom  crossed  the  Hatchie 
that  night  at  Crumm's  Mill,  12  miles 
farther  south,  burning  the  bridge  bo- 
hind  him.     McPherson  rebuilt  the 
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Inridge  and  croesed  next  day ;  ^  con- 
tinuing the  pursnit  to  Eipley,  fol- 
lowed by  Bosecrans  with  most  of  his 
army,  gathering  np  deBerters  and 
stra^lers  by  the  way.  Eosecranfl 
was  anidously  eager  to  continue  the 
pnrsuit,  and  tdiegnqphed  to  Grant  for 
permisBion  to  do  bo,**  believing  the 
Sebel  army  utterly  demoralized  and 
incapable  of  resistance ;  but  he  was 
directed  to  desist  and  retnm  to 
Corinth.  Kine  days  after  his  return, 
he  was  relieved  firom  his  command  at 
Oorinth,  and  ordered  to  report  at 
Cincinnati;  where  he  found  a  dis- 
patch directing  him  to  supersede 
Gen.  Buell  in  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Ohio  and  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  including  all  of  Tennes- 
see east  of  the  Tennessee  river. 

Gen.  Bosecrans  reports  his  total 
loss  at  Corinth  and  in  the  pursuit  at 
3,359_315  tiUod,  1,812  wounded, 
and  232  missing ;  and  says  that  the 
Bebel  loss  in  killed  alone  was  1,423, 


with  2,248  prisoners.^  He  estimated 
their  loss  in  woimded  at  5,692.  He 
says  the  prisoners  represented  63  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  16  of  cavalry,  13 
batteries,  and  7  battalions ;  and  that 
their  numbers  engaged  were  nearly 
double  his  own,*'  which  he  makes  less 
than  20,000  in  all.**  Among  his  tat>* 
phies  were  14  flags,  2  guns,  3,300 
small  arms,  &o. ;  while  the  Beheld,  in 
their  retreat,  blew  up  many  ammu- 
nition and  other  wagons,  and  left  the 
ground  strewn  with  tents,  accouteiv 
ments,  &c.  Among  onr  killed  were 
Gen.  Pleasant  A.  Hackleman,**  CoL 
Thomas  Kilby  Smith,  43d  Ohio,  and 
Cols.  Thrush,  Baker,  and  Miles; 
while  Oteiu  Bichard  J.  Oglesby,** 
Adjt-Gen.  Clark,  of  Bosecrans'a 
staff,  and  Col.  Mower,  11th  Missouri^ 
were  among  the  severely  wounded. 
On  the  Bebel  side.  Acting  Brigadiers 
Bogers,  Johnston,  and  Martin  were 
killed,  and  Cols.  Pritchard,  Daily, 
and  McQain  were  wounded. 


"Oct  6. 

*  He  gives  these  reasons  for  his  eagerness, 
in  his  testimony  before  the  Ootnmittee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War: 

"  Mississippi  was  in  our  hands.  The  enemy 
bad  concentrated  all  his  available  force  for  an 
oflbnsive  movement,  had  been  thoroughly  beaten 
at  Ck>rinth,  and  had  then  retreated,  blowing  up 
his  ammunition  wagons  and  caissons ;  their  men 
throwing  away  their  camp  and  gamson  equi- 
page in  the  flight  The  weather  was  cool ;  the 
roads  were  dry,  and  likely  to  be  so  for  a  month 
to  come.  Com  was  ripe,  and,  as  yet,  untouched. 
We  had  3,000,000  of  rations  in  Corinth,  and 
ammunition  for  six  months.  There  was  but  one 
bridge  injured  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road;  and 
it  could  be  put  in  running  order  by  a  regiment 
in  half  a  day.  The  enemy  were  so  alarmed  that, 
when  Hamilton  sent  a  reconnoissanoe  to  Black- 
land,  they  vacated  Tupelo,  burning  even  the 
bacon  whidi  they  could  not  take  away  on  the 
first  train.  I  had  eigfa^  wagon-loads  of  as- 
sorted rations  which  had  reached  me  that  night 
a*  Ripley,  and  had  ordered  the  30,000  from 
CbflEinaU  to  Haribuk"^ 


^  Pollard — who  rarely  or  never  finds  the  Beb- 
el losses  the  greater— says: 

"  Our  loss  in  all  the  three  days*  engagements 
was  probably  quite  donUe  that  of  the  enemy. 
In  killed  and  wounded,  it  ezoeeded  3,000 ;  and 
it  was  estimated,  beside,  that  we  had  left  mose 
than  1|500  priscmefs  in  the  hands  of  the  ena- 
my." 

^  He  says,  in  his  official  report : 

"We  fought  the  combined  Rebel  force  of 
Mississippi,  commanded  by  Van  Dom,  Price, 
Lovell,  Yillipigue,  and  Rust  in  person;  number* 
ing,  aooording  to  their  own  authority,  38,000 
men." 

^  He  says,  hi  his  testimony  before  the  Ooni* 
mittee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War: 

"Our  own  force  in  the  fight  was  about  15,T0O 
influitry  and  artilleryi  and  about  2,600  efibctive 
cavalry." 

^Repeatedly  a  Whig  candidate  for  Congress 
hi  the  FianUin  district,  Indiana. 

^  Sinoe  tleoted  Gofenior  oflUiBois. 
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XI- 


SLAYEEY  IN   THE  WAR— EMANCIPATION, 


Thb  Federal  Canstitutioii  was 
framed  in  Qeneral  Gonyention,  and 
carried  in  the  Beveral  State  Conven- 
tions, by  the  aid  of  adroit  and  politic 
evasions  and  reserves  on  the  part  of 
its  framers  and  champions.  The 
existing  necessity  for  a  stronger  cen- 
tral anthority,  which  had  been  devel- 
oped daring  the  painfdl  experiences 
of  onr  preceding  years  of  indepen- 
dence, were  most  keenly  felt  by  the 
mercantile  and  mechanical  or  manu- 
facturing classes,  who  were  conse- 
quently zealous  advocates  of  a  ^^  more 
perfect  Union/*  The  rural  districts, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  far  less 
seriously  affected  by  commercial  em- 
barrassment and  currency  dilapida- 
tion, and  were  natur&lly  jealous  of  a 
distant  and  unfamiliar  power.  Hence 
the  reticence,  if  not  ambiguity,  of  the 
tiext  with  r^ard  to  what  has  recently 
been  termed  "  coercion,"  or  the  right 
of  the  Federal  Government  to  subdue 
by  arms  the  forcible  resistance  of  a 
State,  or  of  several  States,  to  its  legit- 
imate authority — a  reticence  which 
was  imitated  by  the  most  prominent 
advocates  of  ratification,  whether  in 
The  Federalist  or  in  the  several  State 
Conventions.  So  with  regard  to 
Slavery  as  well  It  is  plain  that  the 
General  Convention  would  have 
utterly  and  instantly  prohibited  the 
Foreign  Slave-Trade,  but  for  the  pro- 
claimed fact  that  this  would  insure 
the  rejection  of  their  handiwork  by 
the  still  slave-hungry  States  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  if  not  of  North 
Carolina  also;  though Yirginia  was 
among  the  most  earnest  advocates  of 


the  prohibition.  Hence,  when  the 
State  Conventions  were  assembled  to 
ratify  or  reject  it,  with  such  eminent 
Bevolutionary  patriots  as  Patrick 
Henry,  John  Hancock,  Samuel 
Adams,  George  Clinton,  and  Luther 
Martin,  leading  in  the  opposition, 
the  clauses  affecting  Slavery  were 
vigilantly,  and  not  unsuccessfiiUy, 
scrutinized  for  grounds  of  attack— 
the  provision  concerning  the  African 
Slave-Trade  being  assailed  in  some 
States  from  the  side  of  Slavery,  in 
others  from  that  of  anti-Slavery,  with 
vigor  and  effect.  In  the  North, 
these  assaults  were  parried  by  point- 
ing to  the  power  conferred  on  Con- 
gress to  abolish  the  traffic  after  twen- 
ty years,  as  so  much  clear  gain :  to 
reject  the  Constitution  would  not 
arrest  the  traffic  now,  but  would 
destroy  the  power  to  prohibit  it  here- 
after. On  the  other  hand,  the  Fed- 
eralists in  the  Southern  Conventions 
met  their  adversaries  by  pointing  to 
the  privilege  secured  to  the  slav^ 
holders  of  hunting  their  fugitive 
chattels  in  other  States  than  their 
own — a  privil^e  hitherto  non-exist- 
ent— and  asked  them  what  was  to  be 
gained  by  rejecting  that  In  fact, 
the  Constitution  was  essentially  a 
matter  of  compromise  and  mutual 
concession — ^a  proceeding  wherein 
Thrift  is  apt  to  gain  at  the  cost  of 
Principle.  Perhaps  the  majority  in 
no  State  obtained  exactly  what  they 
wanted,  but  were  satisfied  that,  on 
the  whole,  they  were  better  with^e 
Constitution  than  without  it.  * 

Patrick  Henry  alone,  in  opposing 
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ntifieation,  aaudled  the  Constitation 
as  a  measnre  of  thorough,  undis- 
guised, all-abBorbing  consolidation, 
and,  though  himself  a  professed  con- 
temner of  Slavery,  sought  to  arouse 
the  fears  of  the  Virginia  slaveholders 
as  follows : 

*^  Among  ten  thousand  implied  powers 
which  thejr  may  assume,  they  may,  if  we  be 
engaged  in  war,  liberate  every  one  of  your 
•lares,  if  lixey  please;  and  this  mnst  and 
will  be  done  by  men,  a  nugority  of  whom 
have  not  a  common  interest  with.  yon. 
They  will,  therefore,  have  no  feeling  of  your 
interests.  It  has  been  repeatedly  sud  here, 
that  the  great  object  of  a  National  Govern- 
ment was  national  defense.  That  power, 
which  is  said  to  be  intended  for  secarity 
and  safety,  may  be  rendered  detestable  and 
oppressive.  If  they  give  power  to  the 
General  Government  to  provide  for  the 
general  defense,  the  means  must  be  com- 
mensurate to  the  end.  All  the  means  in  the 
possession  of  the  people  must  be  given  to 
the  Government  wnich  is  intrusted  with  the 
public  defense.  In  this  State,  there  are 
886,000  Blacks;  and  there  are  many  in 
several  other  States :  but  there  are  few  or 
none  in  the  Northern  States;  and  yet,  if  the 
Northern  States  shall  be  of  opinion  that  our 
slaves  are  numberless,  they  may  call  forth 
every  national  resource.  May  Congress  not 
■ay  that  every  Black  man  must  fight  t  Bid 
we  not  see  a  little  of  this  last  war  ?  We 
were  not  so  hard  pushed  as  to  make  eman- 
cipation general;  but  acts  of  Assembly 
passed,  that  every  slave  who  would  go  to 
the  army  should  b^  free.  Another  thing 
will  oontribute  to  bring  this  event  about: 
Slavery  is  detested ;  we  feel  its  fatal  effects ; 
we  deplore  it  with  all  the  pity  of  humanity. 
Let  all  these  considerations,  at  some  future 
period,  press  with  full  force  on  the  minds  of 
Congress — let  that  urbanity,  which  I  trust 
will  distinguish  America,  and  the  necessity 
of  nationd  defense — let  all  these  things 
operate  on  their  minds:  they  will  search 
that  paper,  and  see  if  they  have  the  power  of 
manumission.  And  have  they  not.  Sir? 
Have  they  not  power  to  provide  for  the 
general  defense  and  welfare?  May  they 
not  think  that  these  call  for  the  abolition  of 
Slavery?  May  they  not  pronounce  all 
slaves  free  ?  and  will  they  not  be  warranted 


by  that  power?  There  is  no  ambiguoiua 
implication  or  logical  deduction.  The 
paper  speaks  to  the  point  They  have  the 
power,  m  clear,  unequivocal  terms,  and  wiQ 
clearly  and  certainly  exercise  it.  As  much 
as  I  deplore  Slavery,  I  see  that  prudence 
forbids  its  abolition.  I  deny  that  the 
General  Government  ought  to  set  them 
free,  because  a  decided  minority  of  the 
States  have  not  the  ties  of  sympathy  and 
fellow-feeling  for  those  whose  interest 
would  be  aflfbcted  by  their  emancipation.  ^ 
The  minority  of  Congress  is  to  the  North, 
and  the  slaves  are  to  the  South."  • 

Gov.  Edmund  Randolph — ^who  be- 
came Washington's  Attorney-Gene- 
ral— answered  Mr.  Henry :  denying 
most  strenuously  that  there  is  any 
power  of  abolition  given  to  Congress 
by  the  Constitution ;  but  not  alluding 
to  what  Henry  had  urged  with  re- 
gard to  the  War  power  and  the  right 
of  Congress  to  sununon  every  slave 
to  the  military  defense  of  the  (coun- 
try. Nor  do^  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject appear  to  have  attracted  much  ' 
attention  elsewhere — at  least,  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  anywhere 
controverted.' 

In  1836/  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams, 

having  been  required  to  vote  Yea  or 

Nay,  in  the  House,  on  a  proposition 

reported  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Pinckney,  of 

South  Carolina,  in  these  words — 

^^Beaolved^  That  Congress  possesses  no 
constitutional  power  to  interfere  inanywof 
with  the  institution  of  Slavery  in  any  of 
the  States  of  this  confederacy" — 

voted  Nay,  in  company  with  but 
eight  others ;  and,  obtaining  the  floor 
in  Committee  soon  afterward,  on  a 
proposition  that  rations  be  distributed 
from  the  public  stores  to  citizens  of  j 
Georgia  and  Alabama  who  have  been  | 
driven  from  their  homes  by  Indian  i 


-*  In  cloeing  the  argument  in  favor  of  ratifying 
the  Federal  Constitution,  Mr.  Zachariah  John- 
•ODsaid: 

**They  teU  us  that  they  see  a  progressive 
danger  of  bringing  about  emandpaUon.  The 
prixtciple  has  twgon  smoe  the  Bevolution.    Let 


us  do  what  we  will,  it  will  come  around.  Slav- 
ery has  been  the  foundation  of  that  impiety  and 
dissipation,  which  have  been  so  much  dissemin* 
ated  among  our  countrymen.  If  it  were  iotaUj 
abolished,  it  would  do  much  good." 

'Mayas. 
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dqppedationfl,  proceeded  to  show  that 
Buch  distribtttion  (which  he  advocat- 
ed) was  jufltifiable  only  under  the  con- 
Btitutional  power  of  Congress  "  to  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,''  which 
Bonthem  statesmen  habitaallj  repu- 
diated, or  under  the  still  more  sweep- 
ing War  power.  In  the  course  of 
his  argument,  he  said : 

'*  Sir,  in  the  authority  given  to  Congress  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  to  de- 
tlare  war^  all  the  powers  incidental  to  war 
are,  by  necessary  implication,  conferred  upon 
tiie  Government  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
the  powers  incidental  to  war  are  derived, 
not  from  their  interned  munieipal  source, 
hut  from  the  laws  and  vsages  of  nations. 
*  *  *  There  are,  then,  Mr.  Chairman, 
tn  the  authority  of  Oongress  and  oi  the 
Executive,  two  classes  of  powers,  altogether 
diflferent  in  their  nature,  and  often  incom- 
patible with  each  other — the  War  power 
and  the  Peace  power.  The  Peace  power  is 
limited  by  regulations,  and  restricted  by 
provisions,  prescribed  within  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  The  War  power  is  limited  only 
by  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations.  This 
power  is  tremendous ;  it  is  strictly  constitu- 
tional ;  but  it  breaks  down  every  barrier  so 
anxiously  erected  for  the  protection  of  lib- 
erty, of  property,  and  of  life.  This,  Sir,  is 
the  power  which  authorizes  you  to  pass  the 
resolution  now  before  you ;  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, there  is  no  other.  *  ♦  »  There  are, 
indeed,  powers  of  Peace  conferred  upon  Con- 
gress which  also  come  within  the  scope  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  laws  of  nations ;  such  as 
the  negotiation  of  treaties  of  amity  and 
commerce ;  the  interchange  of  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls ;  and  all  the  personal  and 
social  intercourse  between  the  individual 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  and  foreign 
nations,  and  the  Indian  tribes,  which  re- 

Suire  the  interposition  of  any  law.  But 
lie  powers  of  War  are  all  regulated  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  and  are  subject  to  no 
other  limitation.  ♦  *  *  It  was  upon 
this  principle  that  I  voted  ctgainst  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  Slavery  Committee, 
Hhat  Congress  possesses  no  constitutional 
authority  to  interfere,  in  any  tDay^  with  the 
institution  of  Slavery  in  any  of  the  States 
of  this  confederacy;'  to  which  resolution 
most  of  those  with  wKom  I  usually  concur, 
and  even  my  own  colleagues  in  this  House, 
gave  their  assent.  I  do  not  admit  that 
tiiere  is,  even  among  the  Peace  powers  of 
Congress,  no  such  authority ;  but  in  i«ar, 
there  are  many  ways  by  which  Congress 
not  only  have  the  authority,  hit  ar$  Jmmd^ 


to  hUeifws  with  ths  imUtution  ef  SloMrf 
in  the  States,  The  existing  law  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Unitea 
States  nrom  foreign  countries  is  itself  an  in- 
terference with  the  institution  of  Slavery  in 
the  States.  It  was  so  considered  bv  the 
founders  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  it  was  stipulated  that  Con- 
gress should  not  interfere,  in  that  way,  with 
the  institution,  prior  to  the  year  1808. 

"  During  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  the 
military  and  navd  commanders  of  that  na- 
tion issued  proclamations  inviting  the  slaves 
to  repair  to  their  standard,  with  promises 
of  freedom  and  of  settlement  in  some  of  the 
British  colonial  establishments.  This,  sure- 
ly, was  an  interference  with  the  institution 
of  Slavery  in  the  States.  By  the  treaty  of 
peace.  Great  Britidn  stipulated  to  evacuate 
all  the  forts  and  places  in  the  United  States^ 
without  carrying  away  any  slaves.  If  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  had  no 
power  to  interfere,  in  any  ioay^  with  the 
institution  of  Slavery  in  the  States,  they 
would  not  have  had  the  authority  to  require 
this  stipulation.  It  is  well  known  that  this 
engagement  was  not  fulfilled  by  the  British 
naval  and  military  commanders ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  they  did  carry  away  all  the 
slaves  whom  they  had  induced  to  join  thera ; 
and  that  the  British  Government  inflexibly 
refused  to  restore  any  of  them  to  their  mas- 
ters ;  that  a  claim  of  indemnity  was  conse- 
quently instituted  in  behalf  of  the  owners 
of  the  slaves,  and  was  successfully  main- 
tained. All  that  series  of  transactions  was 
an  interference  by  Congress  with  the  insti- 
tution of  Slavery  in  the  States  in  one  w^ 
—in  the  way  of  protection  and  support.  It 
was  by  the  institution  of  Slavery  alone  that 
the  restitution  of  slaves,  enticed  by  procla- 
mations into  the  British  service^  could  be 
claimed  as  property.  But  for  the  institn- 
tion  of  Slavery,  the  British  commanders 
could  neither  have  allured  them  to  their 
standard,  nor  restored  them,  otherwise  than 
as  liberated  prisoners  of  war.  But  for  the 
institutiop  of  Slavery,  there  could  have  been 
no  stipulation  that  they  should  not  be  carried 
away  as  property,  nor  any  claim  of  indemni- 
ty for  the  violation  of  that  engagement. 

"  But  the  War  power  of  Congress  over 
the  institution  of  Slavery  in  the  States  Is 
yet  far  more  extensive.  Suppose  the  case 
of  a  servile  war,  complicated,  to  some  ex- 
tent— as  it  is  even  now — with  an  Indian 
war ;  suppose  Congress  were  called  to  raise 
armies,  to  supply  money  from  the  whole 
Union  to  suppress  a  servile  insurrection: 
would  they  have  no  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  institution  of  Slavery?  The  issue 
oi  a  servile  war  may  be  disastrous ;  it  may 
become  necessary  f>r  the  master  of  the 
slave  to  reoognixe  his  emancipation  by  a 
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treaty  of  peace :  can  it,  for  an  instant,  be 
pretended  that  Congress,  in  such  a  contin- 
gency, would  have  no  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  institution  of  Shivery,  in  any  way, 
in  the  States?  Why,  it  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  saying  that  Congress  has  no  con- 
Btitutionfd  auUiority  to  make  peace/* 

Mr.  Adams  proceeded  to  show  that 
Texas  was  then  [prior  to  her  annex- 
ation] the  arena  of  a  war  concerning 
Slavery — a  war  based  on  an  effort  to 
reestablish  Slavery  where  it  had  been 
abolished  by  Mexico;  and  that  onr 
country  was  powerfolly  incited  to 
take  part  directly  therein,  on  the 
side  of  Slavery;  and  might  yet  be 
impelled  to  do  so.  In  view  of  this 
probability,  he  asked — 

"Do  you  imagine  that  while,  in  the  very 
nature  of  things,  your  own  Southern  and 
Sooth- western  States  must  be  the  battle-field 
upon  which  the  last  great  conflict  must  be 
fought  between  Slarery  and  Emancipation 
^-do  70U  imagine  that  your  Congress,  will 
have  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere 
with  the  institution  of  Slavery  in  any  way, 
in  the  States  of  this  confederacy  ?  Sir,  they 
must  and  will  interfere  with  it — perhaps 
to  sustain  it  by  war ;  perhaps  to  abolish  it 
by  treaties  of  peace :  and  they  will  not  only 
possess  the  constitutional  power  so  to  inter- 
fere, but  they  will  be  bound  in  duty  to  do 
it,  by  the  express  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself.  From  the  instant  that  your 
slaveholding  States  become  the  theater  of 
war— civil,  servile,  or  foreign — ^from  that 
instant,  the  War  powers  of  Congress  extend 
to  interference  with  the  institution  of  Slav- 
ery in  every  way  by  which  it  can  be  inter- 
fered with,  from  a  claim  of  indemnity  for 
slaves  taken  or  destroyed,  to  the  cession  of 
the  State  burdened  ^nth  Slavery  to  a  for- 
iegn  power." 

In  1842/  when  the  prospective 
annexation  oi  Texas,  and  a  conse- 
quent war  with  Mexico,  first  loomed 
above  the  horizon,  Mr.  Adams  re- 
turned to  the  subject ;  and,  with  ref- 
erence to  certain  anti-Slavery  resolves 
recently  offered  by  Mr  Giddings,  of 
Ohio,  and  the  adion  of  the  House 
thereupon,  said : 

"  What  I  am  now  to  say,  I  say  with  great 
relactance  and  with  great  pain.    I  am  well 


aware  that  it  is  touching  upon  a  sore  plaoe ; 
and  I  would  gladly  get  over  it  if  I  could. 
It  has  been  my  effort,  so  fiftr  as  was  in  my 
power,  to  avoid  any  allusion  whatever  to 
that  question  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  tells  us  that  the  most  lamb-like  dis- 
position in  the  South  never  can  approach 
without  anger  and  indignation.  Sir,  that  is 
my  sorrow.  I  admit  that  the  fact  is  so. 
We  can  not  touch  that  subject  without  rais- 
ing, throuj^out  the  whole  South,  a  mass  of 
violence  and  passion,  with  which  one  might 
as  well  reason  as  with  a  hurricane.  That,  I 
know,  is  the  fact  in  the  Sooth ;  and  that  is 
the  fact  in  this  House.  And  it  is  the  reason 
why  members  coming  from  a  Free  State  are 
silenced  as  soon  as  they  rise  on  this  floor; 
why  they  are  pronounced  out  of  order; 
made  to  sit  down ;  and,  if  they  proceed,  are 
censured  and  expelled.  But  in  behalf  of 
the  South  and  of  Southern  institutions,  a 
man  may  get  up  in  this  House  and-ezpatiate 
for  weeks  together.  On  this  point,  I  do 
complain;  and  I  must  say  I  have  been 
rather  disappointed  that  I  have  not  been 
put  down  already,  as  speaking  out  of  order. 
What  I  say  is  involuntary,  because  the  sub- 
ject has  been  brought  into  the  House  from 
another  quarter,  as  the  gentleman  himself 
admits.  I  would  leave  that  institution  to 
the  exclusive  consideration  and  manage- 
ment of  the  States  more  peculiarly  inter- 
ested in  it,  just  so  long  as  they  can  keep  it 
within  their  own  bounds.  So  far,  I  admit 
that  Congress  has  no  power  to  meddle  with 
it.  So  long  as  they  do  not  step  out  of  their 
own  boun£,  and  do  not  put  the  question  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  peace, 
welfare,  and  happiness,  are  all  at  stsike,  so 
long  I  will  agree  to  leave  them  to  them- 
selves. But  when  a  member  from  a  Free 
State  brings  forward  certain  resolutions,  for 
which,  instead  of  reasoning  to  disprove  his 
positions,  you  vote  a  censure  upon  him — and 
that  without  hearing — ^it  is  quite  another 
affair.  At  the  time  this  was  done,  I  sud 
that,  so  far  as  I  could  understand  the  reso- 
lutions proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings],  there  were  some  of 
them  for  which  I  was  reiady  to  vote,  and 
some  which  I  must  vote  against ;  and  I  will 
now  tell  thb  House,  my  constituents,  and 
the  world  of  mankind,  that  the  resolution 
against  which  I  would  have  voted  was  that 
in  which  he  declares  that  what  are  called 
the  Slave  States  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
consultation  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  For 
that  resolution,  I  never  would  vote;  be- 
cause I  believe  that  it  is  not  just,  and  does 
not  contain  constitutional  doctrine.  I  be- 
lieve that,  so  long  as  the  Slave  States  are 
able  to  sustain  their  institutions,  without 
going  abroad  or  calling  upon  other  parts  of 
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the  Union  to  aid  them  or  aot  on  the  sub- 
ject, so  long  I  will  consent  never  to  inter- 
fere. I  have  said  this;  and  I  repeat  it: 
bnt,  if  they  come  to  the  Free  States  and  say 
to  them,  *  Yon  must  help  ns  to  keep  down 
our  slaves ;  you  must  aid  i^s  in  an  insurrec^ 
tion  and  a  civil  war;'  then  I  say  that,  with 
that  call,  comes  a  full  and  plenary  power 
to  tliis  House  and  to  the  Senate  over  the 
whole  subject.  It  is  a  War  power.  I  say  it  is 
a  War  power ;  and  when  your  country  is  ac- 
tually in  war,  whether  it  be  a  war  of  invasion 
or  a  war  of  insurrection,  Congress  has  power 
to  carry  on  the  war,  and  must  carry  it  on  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  war ;  and,  by  the  laws 
of  war,  an  invaded  country  has  allits  laws  and 
municipal  institutions  swept  by  the  board, 
and  martial  law  takes  the  place  of  them. 

**This  power  in  Congress  has,  perhaps, 
never  been  called  into  exercise  under  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
^ut,  when  the  laws  of  war  are  in  force, 
what,  I  ask,  is  one  of  those  laws?  It  is 
this:  that  when  a  country  is  invaded,  and 
two  hostile  armies  are  set  in  martial  array, 
the  commanders  of  both  armies  have  power 
to  emancipate  all  the  slaves  in  the  invaded 
territory.  Nor  is  this  a  mere  theoretic 
statement.  The  history  of  South  America 
shows  that  the  doctrine  has  been  carried 
into  practical  execution  within  the  last 
thirty  years.  Slavery  was  abolished  4n 
Colombia,  first  by  the  Spanish  General 
Murillo  ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  American 
General  Bolivar.  It  was  abolished  by  virtue 
of  a  military  command,  given  at  the  head  of 
the  army ;  and  its  abolition  continues  to  be 
law  to  this  day.  It  was  abolished  by  the 
laws  of  war,  and  not  by  municipal  enact- 
ments. The  power  was  exercised  by  mili- 
tary commanders,  under  instructions,  of 
course,  from  their  respective  Governments. 

"  And  here  I  recur  again  to  the  example 
of  Gren.  Jackson.  What  are  you  now  about 
in  Congress?  You  are  about  passing  a  grant 
to  refund  to  Gen.  Jackson  the  amount  of  a 
certain  fine  Imposed  upon  him  by  a  judge 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
You  are  going  to  refund  him  the  money, 
with  interest ;  and  this  you  are  going  to  do, 
because  the  imposition  of  the  fine  was  un- 
just. And  why  was  it  unjust?  Because 
Gen.  Jackson  was  acting  under  the  laws  of 
war ;  and  because,  the  moment  you  place  a 
military  commander  in  a  district  which  is 
the  theater  of  war,  the  laws  of  war  apply  to 
that  district.  ♦  ♦  ♦  I  might  furnish  a 
thousand  proofs  to  show  that  the  preten- 
tions of  gentlemen  to  the  sanctity  of  their 
municipal  institutions,  under  a  state  of  actual 
invasion  and  of  actual  war,  whether  servile, 
civil,  or  foreign,  is  wholly  unfounded;  and 
that  the  laws  of  war  do,  in  all  such  oases, 
take  precedence.    I  lay  tlus  down  as  the 


law  of  nations.  I  say  that  the  military 
authority  takes,  for  the  time,  the  place  of 
all  municipal  institutions,  and  of  Slavery 
among  the  rest ;  and  that,  lender  that  state 
of  things,  so  far  from  its  being  true  that  the 
States  where  Slavery  exists  have  the  exclu- 
sive management  of  the  subject,  not  only 
the  President  of  the  United  Stated  but  tlie 
commander  of  the  army,  has  power  to  order 
the  universal  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  I 
have  given  here  more  in  detail  a  principle 
which  I  have  asserted  on  this  floor  before 
now,  and  of  which  I  have  no  more  doubt 
than  that  you.  Sir,  occupy  that  chair.  I 
give  it  in  its  development,  in  order  that  any 
gentleman  from  any  part  of  the  Union  may, 
if  he  think  proper,  deny  the  truth  of  the 
position,  and  may  maintain  his  denial— not 
by  indignation,  not  by  passion  and  fury,  but 
by  sound  and  sober  reasoning  ttom  the  laws 
of  nations  and  the  laws  of  war.  And,  if  my 
position  can  be  answered,  and  refuted,  I 
shall  receive  the  refutation  with  pleasure ;  I 
shall  be  glad  to  listen  to  reason,  aside,  as  I 
say,  from  indignation  and  passion.  And  if^ 
by  the  force  of  reasoning,  my  understanding 
can  be  convinced,  I  here  pledge  myself  to 
recant  what  I  have  asserted. 

"  Let  ;ny  position  be  answered ;  let  me  be 
told,  let  my  constituents  be  told,  let  the  peo- 
ple of  my  State  be  told — ^a  State  whose  soil 
tolerates  not  the  foot  of  a  slave — that 
they  are  bound  by  the  Constitution  to 
a  long  and  toilsome  march  under  burning 
Summer  suns  and  a  deadly  Southern  clime, 
for  the  suppression  of  a  servile  war ;  that 
they  are  bound  to  leave  their  bodies  to  rot 
upon  the  sands  of  Carolina — ^to  leave  their 
wives  widows  and  their  children  orphans — 
that  those  who  can  not  march  are  bound  to 
pour  out  their  treasure,  while  their  sons  or 
brothers  are  pouring  out  their  blood,  to  sup- 
press a  servile,  combined  with  a  civil  or  a 
foreign  war ;  and  yet  that  there  exists  no 
power,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Slave  State 
where  such  war  is  raging,  to  emancipate  the 
slaves!  I  say,  let  this  be  proved — I  am 
open  to  conviction ;  but,  till  that  conviction 
comes,  I  put  it  forth  not  as  a  dictate  of  feel- 
ing, but  as  a  settled  maxim  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, that  in  such  a  case  the  military  super- 
sedes the  civil  power ;  and  on  this  account 
I  should  have  been  obliged  to  vote,  as  I  have 
said,  against  one  of  the  resolutions  of  my  ex- 
cellent friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings],  or 
should  at  least  have  re<^uired  that  it  be 
amended  in  conformity  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 

Hon.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  while  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Eepresen- 
tatives,  thirteen  years  prior  to  the 
appearance  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  Ph)cla- 
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mation  of  Freedom,  in  reply  to  slave- 
holding  threats  of  a  dissolution  of 

the  Union,  said : 

• 
"  When  that  contest  shall  come ;  when  the 
thander  shall  roll  and  the  lightnings  flash ; 
when  the  slaves  of  the  South  shall  rise  in 
the  spirit  of  Freedom,  actuated  by  the  sonl- 
stirring  emotion  that  they  are  fMn^  destined 
to  immortality,  entitled  to  the  rights  which 
God  bestowed  upon  them ;  when  the  mas- 
ters shall  tarn  pale  and  tremble ;  when  their 
dwellings  shall  smoke,  and  dismay  sit  on  each 
ooantenance ;  then.  Sir,  I  do  not  say  we  will 
langh  at  yonr  calamity,  and  mock  when 
your  fear  cometh,  but  I  do  say,  the  lover  of 
our  race  ioill  then  itand  forth  and  exert  the 
legitimate  powers  of  this  Oovemment  of 
^freedom.  We  shall  then  have  constitutional 
power  to  act  for  the  good  of  our  country^ 
and  to  do  justice  to  the  slaift,    Wb  will 

THEN    STRIKB   OFF  THB    SHACKLES   FROM   HIS 

UHBS.  The  Government  will  then  have 
power  to  act  hettoeen  Slavery  and  Freedom  ; 
and  it  can  best  make  peace  hy  giving  liberty 
to  the  slates.  And  let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  time  hastens;  the  President 
is  exerting  a  power  that  will  hurry  it  on  ; 
and  I  shall  hail  it  as  the  approaching  dawn 
of  that  Millennium  which  I  know  must  come 
upon  the  earth." 

Our  great  Civil  "War  was  opened 
on  the  part  of  the  Union,  not 
only  with  an  anxions  desire,  bnt 
with  a  general  expectation,  that  it 
would  be  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
issue  without  seriously  disturbing  the 
foundations  and  buttresses  of  Slav- 
ery. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  solicitude  on  this 
head,  as  evinced  in  his  Inaugural  Ad- 
dress,* was  deepened  by  the  dubious, 
vacillating  attitude  of  the  Border 
Slave  States,  especially  of  his  native 
Kentucky,  which  he  was  particularly 
anxious  to  attach  firmly  to  the  cause 
of  the  Union,  while  she  seemed  fran- 
tically wedded  to  Slavery. 

Gov.  Seward,  in  his  elaborate  ini- 
tial dispatch  ^  to  Mr.  Dayton,  our  new 
Minister  to  the  Court  of  France,  ap- 
proaching the  topic  of  Slavery  with 


unfeigned  reluctance,  in  a  paper 
designed  to  modify  the  ideas  and  in- 
fluence the  action  of  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment— indeed,  of  all  foreign  gov- 
ernments— argued  that  the  Rebellion 
had  no  pretext  that  did  not  grow  out 
of  Slavery,  and  that  it  was  causeless, 
objectless,  irrational,  even  in  view  of 
Slavery,  because  of  the  "  incontesta- 
ble "  fact  set  forth  by  him,  as  follows : 

"  Moral  and  physical  causes  have  deter- 
mined inflexibly  the  character  of  ea«h  one 
of  the  Territories  over  which  the  dispute 
has  arisen ;  and  both  parties,  after  the  elec- 
tion [of  Lincoln  to  the  Presidency],  harmo- 
niously agreed  on  all  the  Federal  laws 
required  for  their  organization.  The  Ter- 
ritories will  remain  in  all  respects  the  same, 
whether  the  revolution  shall  succeed  or  fail. 
The  condition  of  Slavery  in  the  several 
States  will  remain  just  the  same,  whether  it 
succeed  or  fail.  There  is  not  even  a  pretext 
for  tfie  complaint  that  the  disalfected  States 
are  to  be  conquered  by  the  United  States, 
if  the  revolution  fail ;  but  the  rights  of  the 
States,  and  the  condition  of  every  human 
being  in  them,  will  remain  subject  to  the 
same  laws  and  forms  of  administration, 
whether  the  revolution  shall  succeed  or 
whether  it  shall  fail.  In  the  one  case,  the 
States  would  be  federally  connected  with 
the  new  confederacy;  in  the  other,  they 
would,  as  now,  be  members  of  the  United 
States;  but  their  constitutions  and  laws, 
customs,  habits,  and  institutions,  will  in 
either  case  remain  the  same." 

Our  regular  Army  oflScers,  educa- . 
ted  at  West  Point  in  a  faith  that 
identified  devotion  to  Slavery  with 
loyalty  to  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  Government,  were  of  course  im« 
bued  with  a  like  spirit.  Gen.  Mc- 
Dowell, in  his  General  Order  *  gov- 
erning the  first  advance  from  the 
Potomac  into  Virginia,  was  as  pro- 
foundly silent  respecting  Slavery  and 
slaves  as  if  the  latter  had  no  modpm 
existence ;  while  Gen.  McClellan,  on 
making  a  like  advance  into  Western 
Virginia,  issued '  an  address  to  the 
people  thereof,  wherein  he  said : 


«yclI.,I»p.43ft-6L      *I>iited  April  22, 186L      'June20.    8ee  Yd.  L,  pp.  634-5.        ^MugrSt* 
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"  I  have  ordered  troo];)8  to  cross  the  river. 
They  come  as  your  friends  and  your  broth- 
ers— as  enemies  only  to  armed  Rebels  who 
are  preying  upon  yon.  Yoar  homes,  yoar 
families,  and  your  property,  are  safe  under 
our  protection.  All  your  rights  shall  be 
religiously  respected. 

**  Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  sidd  by 
the  traitors*to  induce  you  to  believe  that  our 
advent  among  you  will  be  signalized  by  in- 
terference with  your  slaves,  understand  one 
thing  clearly — ^not  only  will  we  abstain  from 
all  such  interference,  but  we  will,  on  the 
contrary,  with  an  iron  hand,  crush  any  at- 
tempt at  insurrection  on  their  part." 

TbBBe  volunteer  officers,  however, 
who  had  not  been  blessed  with  a 
West  Point  training,  did  not  always 
view  the  matter  in  precisely  this 
light.  Directly  after*  Gen.  Butler's 
accession  to  ccmimand  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  three  negro  slaves  came 
within  his  lines  from  the  Sebel  lines 
adjacent ;  stating  that  they  were  held 
as  property  by  Col.  Mallory,  of  the 
Confederate  forces  in  his  front,  who 
was  about  to  send  them  to  the  North 
Carolina  seaboard,  to  work  on  the 
Rebel  fortifications  there  in  progress, 
intended  to  bar  that  coast  against 
our  arms.  Gen.  Butler  heard  their 
story,  was  satisfied  of  its  truth,  and 
said :  "  These  men  are  contraband  of 
war:*  set  them  at  work."  He  was, 
very  soon  afterward,  invited  to  a  con- 
ference by  Maj.  Carey,  commanding 
opposite;  and  accordingly  met  the 
Major  (in  whom  he  recognized  an 
old  political  compatriot)  a  mile  from 
the  fort.  Maj.  Carey,  as  agent  of  his 
absent  friend  Mallory,  demanded  a 
return  of  those  negroes ;  which  Gen. 
Butler    courteously  but  firmly  de- 


clined ;  and,  after  due  debate,  the  ocmi* 
fer^ice  terminated  fruitlessly.  Y^frj 
naturally,  the  transit  of  n^roes  from 
SlaTtry  to  Fortress  Monroe  was 
thenceforth  almost  continuous. 

Gen.  Butler  wrote"  forthwith  to 
Lt-Gen.  Scott,  soliciting  advice  and 
direction.    In  this  letter,  he  said : 

'^  Since  I  wrote  my  last;  the  question  ia 
regard  to  slave  property  is  hecoming  one  of 
very  serious  magnitude.  The  inhabitants 
of  Virginia  are  using  their  negroes  in  the 
batteries,  and  are  preparing  to  send  their 
women  and  children  south.  The  escapes 
from  them  are  very  numerous ;  and  a  squad 
has  come  in  this  morning,"  and  my 
pickets  are  bringing  in  their  women  and 
children.  Of  course,  these  can  not  be  dealt 
with  upon  the  theory  on  which  I  designed 
to  treat  the  services  of  able-bodied  men  and 
women  who  might  come  within  my  lines, 
and  of  which  I  gave  you  a  detailed  account 
in  my  last  dispatch. 

^^  I  am  in  the  utmost  doubt  what  to  do 
with  this  species  of  property.  Up  to  this 
time,  I  have  had  come  within  my  lines  men 
and  women,  with  their  children — entire 
families — each  family  belonging  to  the  same 
owner.  I  have,  therefore,  determined  to 
employ — as  I  can  do  very  profitably — the 
able-bodied  persons  in  the  party,  issuing 
proper  food  for  the  support  of  all ;  charging 
against  their  services  the  expense  of  care 
and  sustenance  of  the  non-laborers;  keep- 
ing a  strict  and  accurate  account,  as  well 
of  the  services  as  of  the  expenditures,  hav- 
ing the  worth  of  the  services  and  the  cost 
of  the  expenditure  determined  by  a  board 
of  survey  hereafter  to  be  detailed.  I  know 
of  no  other  manner  in  which  to  dispose  of 
this  subject,  and  the  questions  connected 
therewith.  As  a  matter  of  property,  to  the 
insurgents  it  will  be  of  very  great  moment 
— the  number  that  I  now  have  amounting, 
as  I  am  informed,  to  what  in  good  times 
would  be  of  the  value  of  $60,000. 

"  Twelve  of  these  negroes,  I  am  informed, 
have  escaped  from  the  erection  of  tJie  bat- 
teries on  Seweirs  Point,  which  fired  upon 
my  expedition  as  it  passed  by  out  of  range. 
As  a  means  of  offense,  therefore,  in  the  ene- 


•  May  22, 1861. 

*  "  In  this  matter,  he  [Gen.  Butler]  has  stnidc 
this  Southern  Insurrectioa  in  a  place  which  is 
as  vulnerable  as  the  heel  of  Achilles;  and  we 
dare  say  tliat,  in  receiving  and  seizing  the  slaves 
of  Rebels  as  contraband  of  war,  this  Southern 
Confederacy  will  be  substantially  suppressed 
with  the  paciacation  of  Virginia."— jV.  F.  Heraid^ 
ICay  31,  1861. 


*•  May  27,  1861. 

"  "These  fugitive  slaves,  at  this  rate,  will  soon 
prove  more  powerfiil  in  suffocating  this  Southern 
White  insurrection  than  all  the  armies  of  Qen. 
Scott.  This  man  Butler,  in  this  thing,  has 
proved  himself  the  greatest  lawyer  we  have  be- 
tween a  pair  of  epaulets." — N,  Y,  JBmtid,  June 
28,  186L 
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toy's  hands,  these  negroes,  when  able-bod- 
ied, are  of  great  importance.  Without  them, 
the  batteries  conld  not  have  been  erected ; 
at  least,  for  manjr  weeks.  As  a  military 
question,  it  would  seem  to  be  a  measure  of 
necessity,  and  deprives  their  masters  of  their 
services. 

**  How  can  this  be  done?  As  a  political 
question,  and  a  question  of  humanity,  can  I 
receive  the  services  of  a  father  and  a  mo^er 
and  not  take  the  children  ?  Of  the  humani- 
tarian aspect,  I  have  no  doubt ;  of  the  po- 
litical one,  I  have  no  right  to  judge,  I 
therefore  submit  all  this  to  your  better 
judgment;  and,  as  these  questions  have  a 
political  aspect,  I  have  ventured — and  I 
tmst  I  am  not  wrong  in  so  doing — to  dupli- 
cate the  parts  of  my  dispatch  relating  to  tliis 
subject,  and  forward  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  War.  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Bmw.  F.  BuTLM. 

"Lt-GeneralSooTT." 

He  was  answered  by  the  head  of 
the  War  Department  as  follows : 

"Sta: — Your  taction  in  respect  to  the 
negroes  who  came  within  your  lines,  from 
the  service  of  the  Rebels,  is  approved.  The 
Department  is  sensible  of  the  embarrass- 
ments which  must  surround  officers  con- 
ducting military  operations  in  a  State,  by 
the  laws  of  which  Slavery  is  sanctioned. 
The  Government  can  not  recognize  the  re- 
jection by  any  State  of  its  Federal  obliga- 
tions, resting  upon  itself.  Among  these  Fed- 
eral obligations,  however,  no  one  can  be 
more  important  than  that  of  suppressing 
and  dispersing  any  combination  of  the 
former  for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing 
its  whole  constitutional  authority.  While, 
therefore,  you  will  permit  no  interference, 
by  persons  under  your  command,  with  the 
relations  of  persons  held  to  service  under 
the  laws  of  any  State,  you  will,  on  the 
other  hand,  so  long  as  any  State  within 
which  your  military  operations  are  conduct- 
ed remains  nnder  the  control  of  such  armed 
combinations,  refrain  from  surrendering  to 
alleged  masters  any  persons  who  come  with- 
in your  lines.  You  will  employ  such  persons 
in  the  services  to  which  they  will  be  best 
adapted ;  keeping  an  account  of  the  labor 
by  them  performed,  of  Jhe  value  of  it,  and 
the  expenses  of  their  maintenance.  The 
question  of  their  final  disposition  will  be  re- 
served for  future  determination. 

**  Simon  Oameron,  Secretary  of  War. 
**ToMnj.-Qen.  Bdtlib," 

Time  passed.  Bull  Btm  had  been 
fongbt  and  lost ;  the  cfidled  session  of 
Congress  had  been  held ;  pablic  opin- 


ion on  ihe  Slavery  questitm  had  made 
very  considerable  strides ;  when  Gen. 
Fremont,  on  assuming  civil  as  well 
as  military  control  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  issued  the  memorable  Gen- 
eral Order,"  wherein  he  proclaimed 
that  "  The  property,  real  and  person- 
al, of  aU  persons  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri who  shall  take  up  arms  against 
the  United  States,  or  shall  be  direct- 
ly proven  to  have  taken  active  part 
with  their  enemies  in  the  field,  is  de- 
clared to  be  confiscated  to  the  public 
use ;  and  their  slaves,  if  any  they  have^ 
are  hereby  declared  fi-ee  men." 

This  position  was  in  advance  of 
any  that  had  yet  been  sanctioned  at 
Washington ;  and,  though  it  was  very 
generally  sustained  or  acquiesced  in 
by  the  journals  supporting  the  "War, 
President  Lincoln  wrote  Gen.  Fre- 
mont that  he  must  withdraw  or  mod* 
ify  it.  This,  Gen.  F.  declined  to  do, 
unless  openly  directfd  by  his  superior ; 
hence  the  followingx)rder: 

"  Washington,  D.  0.,  Sept  11,  1861. 
"  Mig.-Gren.  John  0.  Frbmoitt  : 

"Sir: — Yours  of  the  8th,  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  2d  inst,  is  just  received.  As- 
sured that  you,  upon  the  ground,  oould 
hetter  judge  of  the  necessities  of  your  posi- 
tion than  I  could  at  this  distance,  on  seeinff 
your  proclamation  of  August  80, 1  perceived 
no  general  objection  to  it;  the  particular 
clause,  however,  in  relation  to  the  confisca- 
tion of  property  and  the  liberation  of  slaves, 
appeared  to  me  to  be  objectionable  in  ita 
non-conformity  to  the  Act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  6th  of  last  August,  upon  the 
same  subjects ;  and  hence  I  wrote  you  ex- 
pressing my  wish  that  that  clause  should 
be  modified  accordingly.  Your  answer,  just 
received,  expresses  the  preference  on  your 
part  that  I  should  make  an  open  order 
for  the  modification ;  which  I  very  cheer- 
fully do.  It  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  the 
said  clause  of  said  proclamation  be  so  modi- 
fied, held,  and  construed,  as  to  conform 
with,  and  not  to  transcend,  the  provisions 
on  the  same  subject  contained  in  the  Act 
of  Congress  entitled  *  An  act  to  confiscate 
property  used  for  insurrectionary  purposes,* 


»  See  it  in  flill,  Vol  L,  p.  585. 
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approved  Angnst  6,  1861 ;  and  that  the  said 
act  be  published  at  length  with  this  order. 
Your  obedient  servant,  A.  Lincoln." 

In  view  of  the  Bailing  from  Fort- 
iresB  Monroe  of  the  Port  Royal  expe- 
/Hition  against  the  Sea  Islands  and 
coast  of  South  Carolina,  General  In- 
structions were  issued  "  to  its  military 
chief,  whereof  the  gist  is  as  follows : 

"You  will,  in  general,  avail  yourself  of 
the  services  of  any  persons,  whether  fugi- 
tives from  labor  or  not,  who  may  offer  them 
to  the  National  Government ;  you  will  em- 
ploy such  persons  in  such  service  as  they 
may  be  fitted  for,  either  as  ordinary  em- 
ployes, or,  if  special  circumstances  seem  to 
require  it,  in  any  other  capacity,  with  such 
-  organization,  in  squads,  companies,  or  other- 
wise, as  you  deem  most  beneficial  to  the 
service.  ThiSy  however,  not  to  mean  a  gen- 
eral arming  cf  them  for  military  service.^^ 
You  will  assure  all  loyal  masters  that  Con- 
gress will  provide  just  compensation  to  them 
for  the  loss  of  the  services  of  the  persons  so 
employed.  It  is  believed  that  the  course 
thus  indicated  will  best  secure  the  substan- 
tial rights  of  loyal  masters,  and  the  benefits 
to  the  United  States  of  the  services  of  all 
disposed  to  support  the  Government,  while 
it  avoids  all  inter^Brence  with  the  social 
systems  or  local  institutions  of  every  State, 
beyond  that  which  insurrection  makes  un- 
avoidable, and  which  a  restoration  of  peace- 
ful relations  to  the  Union,  nnder  the  Con- 
stitution, will  immediately  remove. 

"  Simon  Camsron,  Secretary  of  War." 

Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman,"  having  oc- 
cupied the  forts  guarding  the  entrance 
to  Port  Royal,  and  firmly  established 
himself  on  that  and  die  adjacent 
islands,  issued  a  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  South  Carolina,  wherein  he 
said: 

"  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  these  United  States  of  America,  I 
have  landed  on  your  shores  with  a  small 
force  of  National  troops.  The  dictates  of  a 
duty  which,  under  the  Constitution,  I  owe 
to  a  great  sovereign  State,  and  to  a  proud 
and  hospitable  people,  among  whom  1  have 
passed  some  of  the  pleasantest  days  of  my 
life,  prompt  me  to  proclaim  that  we  have 
come  among  you  with  no  feelings  of  per- 


sonal animosity;  no  desire  to  harm  your 
citizens,  destroy  your  property,  or  interfere 
with  any  of  your  lawful  rights,  or  your  so- 
cial and  local  institutions,  beyond  what  the 
causes  herein  briefly  alluded  to  may  render 
unavoidable.^' 

All  in  vain.  None  of  the  Whites 
on  the  adjacent  mainland  could  be 
induced  even  to  accept  a  copy  of  this 
document — those  who  were  brought 
to  parley  insisting  that  there  were  no 
"  loyal  persons ''  (in  Gen.  Sherman's 
sense) — that  is,  no  loyal  Whites — 
withiii  their  knowledge.  And  no 
South  Carolina  journal'  intimated 
that  Gen.  Sherman's  virtual  pledge 
not  to  intermeddle  with  Slavery  ren- 
dered his  presence  on  their  coast  one 
whit  less  unwelcome  than  it  would 
otherwise  have  been.  If  any  White 
native  of  South  Carolina  came  over 
to  us,  or  evinced  a  desire  to  do  so, 
thenceforth  tiU  near  the  end  of  the 
Bebellion,  his  name  has  not  been 
given  to  the  public. 


Maj.-Gen.  Wool,  who  succeeded 
G^n.  Butler  in  command  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  issued"  an  order  directing 
that  "  all  colored  persons  called  con- 
trabands" employed  by  officers  or 
others  within  his  command,  must  be 
furnished  with  subsistence  by  their 
employers,  and  paid,  if  males,  not 
less  than  $8 ;  if  females,  not  less  tlian 
$4  per  month;  and  that  ''all  able- 
bodied  colored  persons,  not  employed 
as  aforesaid,"  will  be  immediately 
put  to  work  in  the  Engineer's  or  the 
Quartermaster's  Department.  By  a 
subsequent  order,"  he  directed  that 
the  compensation  of  *  contrabands  * 
working  for  the  Government  should 
be  $6  to  $10  per  month,  with  soldiers* 
rations.  


»  Oct  14,  1861. 

^It  IB  well  understood  that  this  aentenoe  was 
inaeried  bj  the  President  in  revising  the  order. 


*»Not  William  T.,  who  became  so  famous^ 
but  an  old  armj  officer,  Smanrij  6th  ArtaUerj. 
«Oct  H  186L  .  »»NoT.  1,  laeL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GENS.    DIX    AKD    HALLBOK    ON    SLAVES. 


241 


Maj.-Gen.  Due,  being  abont  to  take 
poeaeBsion  of  the  counties  of  Accomac 
and  Northampton,  Ya.,  on  the  east- 
em  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  issued  " 
a  Proclamation,  which  says : 

"The  military  forces  of  the  United  Btates 
are  about  to  enter  jonr  comities  as  a  part 
of  the  Union.  They  will  go  among  you  as 
friends,  and  with  the  earnest  hope  that 
they  may  not,  by  your  own  acts,  be  forced 
to  become  your  enemies.  They  will  invade 
no  rights  of  person  or  property.  On  the 
contrary,  your  laws,  your  institutions,  your 
usages,  will  be  scrupulously  respected. 
There  need  be  no  fear  that  the  quietude  of 
any  fireside  will  be  disturbed,  unless  the 
disikurbanoe  is  caused  by  yourselves. 

"Special  directions  have  been  given  not 
to  interfere  with  the  condition  of  any  person 
held  to  domestic  service ;  and,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  ground  for  mistake  or  pre- 
text for  misrepresentation,  commanders  of 
regiments  and  corps  hare  been  instructed 
not  to.  permit  any  such  persons  to  come 
within  their  lines.'* 

Haj.-G«n«  Halleok,  soon  after  suo- 

ceeding  Gen.  Fremont  in  command 

in  Missouri,  issued  his  famous  ^  Order 

No.  8,'  which  sets  forth  that 

"It  has  been  represented  that  important 
information,  respecting  the  number  and  con- 
dition of  our  forces,  is  conveyed  to  the 
enemy  by  means  of  fugitive  slaves  who  are 
admitted  within  our  lines.  In  order  to 
remedy  this  evil,  it  is  directed  that  no  such 
persons  be  hereafter  permitted  to  enter  the 
lines  of  any  camp,  or  of  any  forces  on  the 
march ;  and  that  any  now  within  such  lines 
be  immediately  excluded  therefrom." 

Gen.  Halleck  afterward,  in  a  letter 
to  F.  P.  Blair,  explained  and  justified 
this  order,  as  follows : 

♦•  Order  No.  8  was,  in  my  mind,  clearly  a 
military  necessity.  Unauthorized  persons. 
Black  or  White,  free  or  slave,  must  be  kept 
oat  of  our  camps,  unless  we  are  willing  to 

Enbllsh  to  the  enemy  every  thing  we  do  or 
itend  to  do.    It  was  a  military^  and  not  a 
political  order. 

"  I  am  ready  to  cany  out  any  lawful  in- 
stmotions  in  regard  to  nigitive  slaves  which 
my  8ui>enors  may  give  me,  and  to  enforce 
any  law  which  Congress  may  pass.  But  I 
tan  not  make  law,  and  will  not  violate  it. 
Ton  know  my  private  opinion  on  the  policy 
of  confiscating  the  slave  property  of  Rebels 


in  arms.  If  Congress  shall  pass  it,  you  may 
be  certaih  that  I  shall  enforce  it.  Perhaps 
my  policy  as  to  the  treatment  of  Rebels  and 
their  property  is  as  well  set  out  in  Order 
No.  18,  issued  the  day  your  letter  was  writ- 
ten, as  I  could  now  describe  it.'* 

That  deserters  fix«n  the  enemy, 
entering  the  lines  or  camp  of  an  army 
in  time  of  war,  are  "unauthorized 
persons,"  is  quite  obvious ;  that  they 
very  often  give  false  information,  and 
are  in  fact  spies,  deserting  back  again 
at  the  first  fair  opportunity,  is  well 
knoT/VTQ.  Yet  no  commander  prior  to 
Gen.  Halleck  ever  directed  deserters 
to  be  repelled  firom  his  front  and 
thrown  back  on  the  enemy;  on  the 
contrary,  the  risks  of  dissimulation, 
falsehood,  and  treachery,  are  pre- 
sumed to  be  far  overbalanced  by  thd 
chance  of  thus  obtaining  valuable  in- 
formation and  aid.  That  the  White9 
of  Missouri  were  &r  more  likely  than 
the  Blacks  to  be  traitors  at  heart, 
and  infinitely  more  apt  to  steal  away 
to  the  Bebels  with  important  infor- 
mation, was  as  palpable  as  noonday ; 
yet  Gen.  Halleck' s  l^o.  3  repelled 
Blacks  only. 

G^n.  HallecFs  order  Ko.  13  sheds 
no  ftirther  light  on  this  subject ;  but, 
in  a  subsequent  order,"  he  says : 

^^  It  does  not  belong  to  the  military  to 
decide  upon  the  relation  of  master  and 
slave.  Such  questions  must  be  setUed  by 
the  civil  courts.  No  fugitive  sUves  wili^ 
therefore,  be  admitted  within  our  lines  or 
camps,  except  when  specially  ordered  by 
the  General  commanding.'' 

Never   was  a  "therefore''  more 

misplaced.    How  were  the  persons 

presenting  themselves  adjudged  to 

be  or  known  as  "  fugitive  slaves^'  t 

Plainly,  by  the  color  of  their  skins, 

and  that  only.    The  sole  end  of  this 

regulation  was  the  remanding  of  all 

slaves  to  their  masters — seven-eighths 

of  whom  were  most  envenomed,  im* 


*Nov.  13,  1861. 

TOL.  n. — 16 


»F*b.23,1861.* 
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placable  Rebels — hy  depriving  tbem 
of  refuge  within  onr  lines  from  those 
maBters'  power. 

Gen.  Cameron,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  had  ab-eady  become  an  ardent 
and  open  convert  to  the  policy  of  re- 
cognizing Slavery  as  the  IJnion's  real 
assAilant,  and  fighting  her  accord- 
ingly. La  his  Annual  Report**  to  the 
President  of  the  operations  of  his 
Department,  he  said : 

^  It  has  beoome  a  grav^  question  for  de- 
termination "what  shall  be  done  with  the 
slaves  abandoned  bj  their  owners  on  the 
adyance  of  onr  troops  into  Bonthem  terri- 
torj,  as  in  the  Beaufort  district  of  South 
Carolina.  The  whole  White  population 
therein  is  six  thousand,  while  the  number 
of  negroes  exceeds  thirty-two  thousand. 
The  panic  which  drove  their  masters  in  wild 
oonfosion  from  their  homes  leaves  them  in 
undisputed  possession  of  the  soil.  Shall 
thej,  armed  by  their  masters,  be  placed  in 
the  neld  to  fight  agidnst  us  ?  or  shall  their 
labor  be  continually  employed  in  repro- 
ducing the  means  for  supporting  the  armies 
of  rebellion? 

"The  war  into  which  this  Government 
has  been  forced  by  rebellious  traitors  is 
carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  repossessing 
the  property  violently  and  treacherously 
seizea  upon  by  the  enemies  of  the  Gt>vem- 
ment,  and  to  reestablish  the  authority  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  the  places 
where  they  are  opposed  or  overthrown  by 
armed  insurrection  and  rebellion.  Its  pur- 
pose is  to  recover  and  defend  what  is  justly 
its  own« 

"  War,  even  between  independent  nations, 
k  made  to  subdue  the  enemy,  and  all  that 
belongs  to  that  enemy,  by  occupving  the 
hostile  country,  and  exercising  dominion 
over  all  the  men  and  things  wiUiin  its  ter- 
ritory. This  being  true  in  respect  to  inde- 
pendent nations  at  war  with  each  other,  it 
follows  that  Rebels,  who  are  laboring  by 
force  of  arms  to  overthrow  a  Government, 
Justly  bring  upon  themselves  all  the  conse- 
c^uences  of  war,  and  provoke  the  destruc- 
tion merited  by  the  worst  of  crimes.  That 
Government  would  be  false  to  national 
trust,  and  would  justly  excite  the  ridicule 
of  the  civilized  world,  that  would  abstain 
from  the  use  of  any  efficient  means  to  pre- 
serve its  own  existence,  or  to  overcome  a 
rebellious  and  traitorous  enemy,  by  sparing 


or  protecting  the  property  of  those  who 
are  waging  war  agidnst  it. 

"The  principal  wealth  and  power  of  the 
Rebel  States  is  a  peculiar  speoies  of  proper- 
ty, consisting  of  the  service  or  labor  of 
African  slaves,  or  the  descendants  of  Afri- 
cans. This  property  has  been  variously  es- 
timated at  the  value  of  from  seven  hundred 
million  to  one  thousand  million  dollars. 

"Why  should  this  property  be  exempt 
from  the  hazards  and  consequences  of  a  re- 
bellious war  ? 

"  It  was  the  boast  of  the  leader  of  the  Re- 
bellion, while  he  yet  had  a  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  that  the  Southern 
States  would  be  comparatively  safe  and  free 
from  the  burdens  of  war,  if  it  should  be 
brought  on  by  the  contemplated  Rebellion; 
and  that  boast  was  accompanied  by  the 
savage  threat  that  ^Northern  towns  and 
cities  would  become  the  victims  of  rapine 
and  military  spoil,*  and  that  *  Northern  men 
should  smell  Southern  gunpowder  and  feel 
Southern  steel.'  No  one  doubts  ike  dispod- 
tion  of  the  Rebels  to  carry  that  threat  into 
execution.  The  wealth  of  Northern  towns 
and  cities,  the  produce  of  Northern  farms, 
Northern  workshops  and  manufactories, 
would  certainly  be  seized^  destroyed,  or  ap- 
propriated as  military  spoil.  No  property  m 
the  North  would  be  Glared  from  ^e  hands 
of  the  Rebels ;  and  their  rapine  would  be  de- 
fended under  the  laws  of  war.  While  the 
loyal  States  thus  have  all  their  property 
and  possessions  at  stake,  are  the  insurgent 
Rebels  to  carry  on  warfare  against  the  Gov- 
ernment in  peace  and  security  to  their  own 
property? 

"  Reason  and  justice  and  self-preservation 
forbid  that  such  should  be  the  policy  of  this 
Government,  but  demand,  on  the  contrary, 
that,  being  forced  by  traitors  and  Rebels  to 
the  extremity  of  war,  all  the  rights  and 
powers  of  war  should  be  exerdsed  to  bring 
it  to  a  speedy  end. 

"Those  who  war  against  the  Govern- 
ment justly  forfeit  all  rights  of  property, 
privilege,  or  security,  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws,  against  which  they  are 
in  armed  rebellion;  and,  as  the  labor  and 
service  of  their  slaves  constitute  the  chief 
property  of  the  Rebels,  such  property  should 
share  tiie  common  fate  of  war  to  which 
they  have  devoted  the  property  of  loyil 
citizens. 

"  While  it  is  plain  that  the  slave  property 
of  the  South  is  justly  subjected  to  all  tb^ 
consequences  of  this  rebellions  war,  and 
that  tne  Gk>vemment  would  be  untrue  to 
its  trust  in  not  employing  all  the  riehts  and 
powers  of  war  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  dose, 
the  details  of  the  plan  for  doing  so,  like  all 
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other  military  measures,  most,  in  a  great 
degree,  be  left  to  be  determined  by  particu- 
lar exigencies.  The  disposition  of  other 
property  belonging  to  the  Rebels  that  be- 
comes subject  to  our  arms  is  governed  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  no  power  to  hold  slaves,  none 
to  restrun  a  slave  of  his  liberty,  or  to  ex- 
act his  service.  It  has  a  right,  however,  to 
use  the  voluntary  service  of  slaves  liberated 
by  war  from  their  Rebel  masters,  like  any 
other  property  of  the  Rebels,  in  whatever 
mode  may  be  most  efficient  for  the  defense 
of  the  Gt>vemment,  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  the  suppression  of  rebellion.  It 
is  as  clearly  a  right  of  the  Government  to 
arm  slaves  when  it  may  become  necessary 
as  it  is  to  take  gunpowder  from  the  enemy. 
Whether  it  is  expedient  to  do  so,  is  purely  a 
military  question.  The  right  is  unquestion- 
able by  tne  laws  of  war.  The  expediency 
must  be  determined  by  circumstances,  keep- 
ing in  view  the  great  object  of  overcoming 
the  Rebels,  reestablishing  the  laws,  and  re- 
atoring  peace  to  the  nation. 

**  It  is  vain  and  idle  for  the  Government  to 
carry  on  this  war,  or  hope  to  maintain  its 
existence  against  rebellious  force,  without 
employing  iH.  the  riffhts  and  powers  of  war. 
As  has  been  said,  the  right  to  deprive  the 
Rebels  of  their  property  in  slaves  and  slave 
labor  is  as  clear  and  absolute  as  the  right 
to  take  forage  from  the  field,  or  cotton  fi^m 
the  warehouse,  or  powder  and  arms  from 
the  magadne.  To  leave  the  enemy  in  the 
possession  of  such  property  as  forage,  and 
cotton,  and  military  stores,  and  the  means 
of  constantly  reproducing  them,  would  be 
madness.  It  is,  therefore,  equal  madness 
to  leave  them  in  peaceful  and  secure  posses- 
sion of  slave  property,  more  valuable  and 
efficient  to  them  for  war  than  forage,  cot- 
ton, and  military  stores.  Such  policy  would 
be  national  suicide.  What  to  do  with  that 
species  of  property  is  a  question  that  time 
and  circumstances  will  solve,  and  need  not 
be  anticipated,  further  than  to  repeat  that 
they  can  not  be  held  by  the  Government  as 
daves.  It  would  be  useless  to  keep  them 
as  prisoners  of  war ;  and  self-preservation, 
the  highest  duty  of  a  Government,  or  of  in- 
dividuals, demands  that  they  should  be  dis- 
posed of  or  employed  in  the  most  effective 
manner  that  will  tend  most  speedily  to  sup- 
press the  insurrection  and  restore  the  au- 
thority of  the  Qovemment  If  it  shall  be 
found  that  the  men  who  have  been  held  by 
the  Rebels  as  slaves  are  capable  of  bearing 
arms  and  performing  efficient  military  ser- 
vice, it  is  the  right,  and  may  become  the 
duty,  of  this  Gk>vemment  to  arm  and  equip 
them,  and  employ  their  services  against  the 
Rebels,  under  proper  military  rc^iulations, 
disdpliDe,  and  command. 


"  But,  in  whatever  manner  they  may  ba 
used  by  the  Government,  it  is  plain  that, 
once  liberated  by  the  rebellious  act  of  their 
masters,  they  should  never  agdn  be  restored 
to  bondage.  By  the  master's  treason  and 
Rebellion,  he  forfeits  all  right  to  the  labor 
and  service  of  his  slave ;  and  the  slave  of 
the  rebellious  master,  by  his  service  to  the 
Government,  becomes  Justly  entitled  to  free- 
dom and  protection. 

^*  The  dispodtion  to  be  made  of  the  slavet 
of  Rebels,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  can  be 
safely  left  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
Oongress.  The  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple will  unquestionably  secure  to  the  loyal 
slaveholders  every  right  to  which  they  are 
entitled  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
country." 

Mr.  Lincoln  Btmck  ont  and  snp- 
preased  this  portion  of  Gten.  Came> 
ron's  Beport,  inserting  in  its  stead  the 
following : 

^^  It  is  already  a  grave  question  what  shall 
be  done  with  those  slaves  who  were  a^m* 
doned  by  their  owners  on  the  advance  of 
our  troops  into  Southern  territory,  as  at 
Beaufort  district,  in  South  Carolina.  The 
number  left  within  our  control  at  that  point 
b  very  considerable ;  and  similar  cases  will 
probably  occur.  What  shall  be  done  with 
them  ?  Can  we  afford  to  send  them  forward 
to  their  masters,  to  be  by  them  armed 
against  us,  or  used  in  producing  supplies  to 
sustain  the  Rebellion  ?  Their  labor  may  be 
useful  to  us ;  withheld  from  the  enemy,  it 
lessens  his  military  resources ;  and  withhold- 
ing them  has  no  tendency  to  induce  the  h<v- 
rors  of  insurrection,  even  in  the  Rebel  com- 
munities. They  constitute  a  military  re- 
source ;  and,  being  such,  that  they  should 
not  be  turned  over  to  the  enemy  is  too  plain 
to  discuss.  Why  'deprive  him  of  supplies  by 
a  blockade,  and  voluntarily  give  him  men  to 
produce  them  ? 

**  The  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  slavea 
of  Rebels,  after  the  close  of  the  war,  can  be 
safely  left  to  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
Congress.  The  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple will  unquestionablv  secure  to  the  loyal 
slaveholders  every  right  to  which  th^y  ase 
entitied  nnder  the  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try. Simon  Cambbon, 

"Secretary  of  War.*> 


The  abnse  of  negroes  who  had 
escaped  firom  Bebel  masters  in  Vir- 
ginia and  taken  shelter  within  the 
lines  of  the  Army  of  the  PotcmuM^ 
elicited  the  following: 
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"Departbcbnt  op  State,  ) 

"  Washhtoton,  Deo.  4, 1861.  j 
**  To  M%j.-6en.  Geo.  B.  MoOLBLLijr : 

"  Genebal  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  jonr  attention  to  the  following 
sabject : 

'^  Persons  claimed  to  be  held  to  service  or 
labor  under  the  laws  of  tiie  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  actaally  employed  in  hostile  ser- 
Tioe  against  the  Gk)vernment  of  the  United 
States,  frequently  escape  from  the  lines  of 
the  enemy's  forces,  and  are  received  within 
the  lines  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

^'  This  Department  understands  that  snch 
persons,  afterward  coming  into  the  city  of 
Washington,  are  liable  to  be  arrested  by  the 
dty  police,  upon  the  presmnption,  arising 
from  color,  th&t  they  are  fugitives  from  ser- 
vice or  labor. 

**  By  the  4th  section  of  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress approved  August  6,  1861,  entitled 
^An  act  to  confiscate  propertv  used  for 
insurrectionary  purposes,'  such  hostile  em- 
ployment is  made  a  friU  and  sufficient 
answer  to  any  further  claim  to  service  or 
lal^r.  Persons  thus  employed  and  escaping 
are  received  into  the  military  protection  of 
the  United  States ;  and  their  arrest  as  frigi- 
tives  from  service  or  labor  should  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  military  arrest  of 
the  parties  making  the  seizure. 

^^  Copies  of  this  communication  will  be 
sent  to  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Washington 
and  to  the  Marshal  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, that  any  collision  between  the  civil  and 
military  authorities  may  be  avoided. 

"  I  am,  General,  your  very  obedient, 

"  William  H.  Sewabd." 


Maj.-Gen.  Bamside,  liaving  eatab- 

liahed  himself  on  Koanoke  Island, 

iflgaed,"  ocmjointly  with  Com.  Gk)ld&- 

borongh,  a  Proclamation,  in  whioh 

he  said : 

<'  The  Government  asks  only  that  its  au- 
tfiority  may  be  recognized ;  and  we  repeat, 
in  no  manner  or  way  does  it  desire  to  inter- 
fere with  your  laws,  constitutionally  estab- 
H^ed,  your  institutions  of  any  kind  what- 
ever, ^your  property  of'  any  sort,  or  your 
toages  in  any  respect" 

Maj.-Qen.  Baell,  ^oon  after  estab- 
lishing hunself  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
tiioB  demoDBtrated  his  nndoabted 
devotion  to  the  ^constitutional 
goarantieBj"  making  no  distinction 
between  Bebels^and  loyal  citizens : 


"  Hbad^abtbrs  DBPABnoore  ] 

OF  THB  Ohio, 
"  Nashvillb,  March  6,  1862. 

^^  Dbab  Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive your  communication  of  the  1st  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  fugitive  slaves  in  the  campa 
of  the  army. 

^*It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that 
slaves  sometimes  make  their  way  improp- 
erly into  our  lines ;  and  in  some  instanoea 
they  may  be  enticed  there ;  but  I  think  tha 
number  has  been  magnified  by  report. 
Several  applications  have  been  made  to  ma 
by  pwsons  whose  servants  have  been  found 
in  our  camps ;  and,  in  every  instance  that  I 
know  of,  the  master  has  recovered  his  seiw 
yant  and  taken  him  away. 

*'  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  there 
will  always  be  found  some  lawless  and  mis- 
chievous persons  in  every  army;  but  I  as- 
sure you  that  the  mass  of  this  army  is  law- 
abiding,  and  that  it  is  neither  its  disposition 
nor  its  policy  to  violate  law  or  the  rights  of 
individuals  in  any  particular. 

"  With  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, D.  0.  Bubll, 

^  Briff.-Gen.  Commanding  Department. 
'^  Hon.  J.  R.  Undbbwood,  Ohurman  Military 
(Committee,  Frankfort,  Ky.^' 

Glen.  Joseph  Hooker,  commanding 
on  the  Upper  Potomac,  issued"  the 
following  order : 

"  To  Brigade  cmd  RegifMntal  Ommandet$ 
of  thi8  Dwiaion  : 
"Messrs.  Nally,  Gray,  Dunnington,  Dent, 
Adams,  Speake,  Price,  Posey,  and  Oobey. 
citizens  of  Maryland,  have  negroes  supposed 
to  be  with  some  of  the  regiments  of  this 
division:  the  Brigadier-Gkneral  command- 
ing directs  that  ttiey  be  permitted  to  visit 
aU  the  camps  of  his  command.  In  search 
of  tieir  property ;  and,  if  found,  that  they 
be  allowed  to  take  possession  of  the  sam^ 
without  any  interference  whatever.  Should 
any  obstacle  be  thrown  in  their  way  by  any 
officer  or  soldier  in  the  division,  he  will 
be  at  once  reported  by  the  regimental  com- 
mander to  these  headquarters?' 

Hereupon,  some  fifteen  mounted 
civilians  rode  np  to  the  camp  of 
Brig.-Gen.  Sickles's  Excelsior  Brig- 
ade, having  just  fired  two  pistol-shots, 
with  evident  intent  to  I9II,  at  a  negro 
running  off;  and  thus  created  no  lit- 
tle excitement  among  the  soldiers; 
who,  though  generally  enlisted  with 
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strong  anti-negro  prejudices,  quite 
oonunonly  experienced  a  gradual 
change,  under  the  discipline  of  ser^ 
vice  at  the  front,  where  they  found 
every  Black  their  ready,  active,  zeal- 
ous friend,  and  nearly  every  slave- 
holder or  overseer  their  quiet  but 
deadly,  implacable  foe.  Maj.  Tolen, 
eommanding  the  3d  raiment,  find- 
ing the  order  to  direct  the  admission 
of  but  nine  persons,  ordered  the  resi- 
due to  remain  without  the  lines ;  and 
— the  repugnance  of  the  soldiers  to 
slave-hunting  threatening  to  break 
out  into  open  violence — Gen.  Sicklqs, 
who  arrived  soon  afterward,  ordered 
the  nine  out  of  camp  likewise;  so 
that  the  fugitives,  if  such  were  there, 
were  not  there  captured. 

In  the  "West,  especially  within  the 
commands  of  Gens.  Halleck  and 
Buell,  slave-hunters  fared  much  bet- 
ter; as  one  of  their  number  about  this 
time  admiringly  reported  to  a  Nash- 
ville journal,  as  follows : 

"  He  visited  the  camp  of  Qen.  MoOook,  in 
Haary  countj,  in  quest  of  a  fugitive ;  and 
that  officer,  instead  of  throwing  obstacles  in 
the  way,  anorded  him  every  facility  for  the 
saocessM  prosecution  of  his  search.  That 
General  treated  him  in  the  most  courteous 
and  gentlemanly  manner ;  as  also  did  Gen. 
Johnson  and  Oapt.  Blake,  the  brigade  Pro- 
vost-Marshal. Their  conduct  toward  him 
was  in  all  respects  that  of  high-toned  gen- 
tlemen, desirous  of  discharging  their  duties 
promptly  and  honorably.  It  is  impossible 
ror  the  army  to  prevent  slaves  from  follow- 
ing them ;  but,  whenever  the  fugitives  come 
into  the  lines  of  Gen.  McOook,  they  are  se- 
cured, and  a  record  made  of  their  names  and 
the  names  of  their  owners.  All  the  owner 
has  to  do  is  to  apply,  either  in  person  or 
through  an  agent,  ezandne  the  record,  or 
look  at  the  slaves ;  and,  if  he  finds  any  Uiat 
belong  to  him,  take  them  away.^' 

In  no  case  does  it  appear  that  any 
of  our  pro-Slavery  commanders  ever 
inquired  into  or  cared  for  the  loyalty 
of  either  filayeholders  or  slaye-hunt- 


ers,  nor  asked  whether  the  persons 
claimed  as  fugitives  had  given  im- 
portant information,  or  rendered 
other  service  to  the  cause  of  the 
Union. 

In  the  same  spirit,  Gen.  Buell's 
Provost-Marshal,  Dent,  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  issued  an  order  to  his  (mounted) 
provost-guard  to  flog  all  Blacks,  free 
or  slave,  whom  they  should  find  in 
the  streets  after  dark ;  and  for  weeks 
the  spectacle  was  exhibited,  to  the 
admiration  of  the  thousands  of  active 
and  passive  Bebels  ii^  that  city,  of 
this  chivalric  provost-guard,  wearing 
the  national  uniform,  chasing  scores 
of  xmquestionably  loyal  and  harm- 
less persons  at  nightfall  through  the 
streets,  over  the  pavements,  and  down 
the  lanes  and  alleys,  of  that  city; 
cutting  and  slashing  them  with  cow- 
hide and  cat,  while  their  screams  of 
fright  and  agony  made  merry  music 
for  traitors  of  every  d^ree.  Many 
were  lashed  immercifully ;  but  with 
no  obvious  advantage  to  the  national 
cause,  nor  even  to  the  improvement 
of  the  dubious  loyalty  of  those  whom 
the  eidiibitioii  most  delighted  and 
edified.  

Gten.  Abner  Doubleday,  being 
placed  in  command  of  the  d^enses  of 
"Washington,  answered,"  through  his 
Adjutant,  to  an  inquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  follows : 

"  Sib  : — I  am  directed  hy  Gen.  Donhleday 
to  say,  in  answer  to  yonr  letter  of  the  2d 
instant,  that  all  negroes  coming  into  the 
lines  of  any  of  the  camps  or  forts  nnder  his 
command  are  to  he  treated  as  persons,  and 
not  as  chattels. 

*^  Under  no  circumstances,  haa  the  com- 
mander of  a  fort  or  camp  the  power  of  snr- 
rendering  persons  claimed  as  fngitive  slaves ; 
as  it  can  not  he  done  without  detiennininc 
their  character. 

"  The  additional  artide  of  war  recently 
passed  by  Congress  positively  prohibits  this. 

"  The  question  has  been  asked,  whether 
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It  would  not  be  better  to  exclude  negroes 
altogether  from  the  lines.  The  Greneral  is 
of  t£e  opinion  that  they  bring  much  valu- 
able information,  which  can  not  be  obtained 
from  any  other  source.  They  are  acquaint- 
ed with  ell  the  roads,  paths,  fords,  and 
oUier  natural  features,  of  the  country ;  and 
they  make  excellent  guides.  They  also 
know,  and  frequently  have  exposed,  the 
haunts  of  Secession  spies  and  traitors  and 
the  existence  of  Rebel  organizations.  They 
will  not,  therefore,  be  excluded  " 


The  following  order  was  issued  by 

a  Brigadier  in  the  Department  of  the 

Gulf: 

**  In  consequence  ot  the  demoralizing  and 
disorganizing  tendencies  to  the  troops  of 
harboring  runaway  negroes,  it  is  hereby 
ordered  that  the  respective  commanders  of 
the  camps  and  garrisons  of  the  several  re- 
giments, 2d  brij^e,  turn  all  such  fugitives 
m  their  camps  or  garrisons  out  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  respective  guards  and  senti- 
nels.   By  order  of 

"  Brig.-Gen.  T.  Williams." 

CoL  Halbert  E.  Paine,'*  4th  Wis- 
consin, declining  to  obey  this  order, 
as  "  a  violation  of  law  for  the  pur- 
pose of  returning  fugitives  to  Rebels,'* 
was  arrested  and  deprived  of  his  com- 
mand.   

Lt-CoL  D.  R.  Anthony,  7th  Kan- 
gas,  was  likewise  arrested  and  de- 
prived of  his  command  in  Tennessee, 
for  issuing  **  an  order,  which  said : 

"  The  impudence  and  impertinence  of  the 
open  and  armed  Rebels,  traitors.  Secession- 
ists, and  Southern-rights  men  of  this  section 
of  tiie  State  of  Tennessee,  in  arrogantly  de- 
manding the  right  to  search  our  camp  for 
fdgitive  slaves,  has  become  a  nuisance,  and 
wul  no  louffer  be  tolerated.  Officers  will 
see  that  this  class  of  men,  who  visit  our 
oamp  for  this  purpose,  are  excluded  from  our 
lines. 

^^  Should  any  such  person  be  found  within 
our  lines,  he  will  be  arrested  and  sent  to 
headquarters. 

'^  Any  officer  or  soldier  of  this  command, 
who  shall  arrest  and  deliver  to  his  master  a 
fagitive  slave,  shall  be  summarilv  and  se- 
verely punished,  according  to  the  laws  rela- 
tive to  such  crimes.'* 


Maj.-Gen.  David  Hunter,  having 
succeeded**  to  command  at  Hilton 
Head,  issued  the  following : 

**  Hbadquabtkbs  Dep*t  of  the  South,  > 
Hilton  Head,  S.  0.,  May  9,  1862.  J 
"  Gmerol  Order,  No.  11. 

''The  three  SUtes  of  Georgia,  Florida, 
and  South  Carolina,  comprising  the  Military 
Department  of  the  South,  having  deliberate- 
ly declared  themselves  no  longer  under  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  having  taken 
up  arms  agatost  the  United  States,  it  be- 
comes a  military  necessity  to  declare  them 
under  martial  law. 

''  This  was  accordingly  done  on  the  25th 
day  of  April,  1862.  Slavery  and  martial  law 
in  a  free  country  are  altogether  incompati- 
ble. The  persons  in  these  Stat^ — (^eoraia, 
Florida,  and  South  Oarolina— heretoK>r« 
held  as  slaves,  are  therefore  declared  for- 
ever free." 

This  order  was  rescinded  or  an- 
nulled by  President  Lmcoln,  in  a 
Proclamation  '^  which  recites  it  and 
proceeds: 

"^ni,  tDh&rea$y  the  same  is  producing 
some  excitement  and  misunderstandino. 
therefore  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of 
the  United  States,  proclaim  and  declare 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  no  knowledge  or  belief  of  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  Qen.  Hunter  to  issue  such 
proclamation,  nor  has  it  yet  any  authentio 
mformation  that  the  document  is  genuine: 
and,  fhrther,  that  neither  Gen.  Hunter  nor 
any  other  commander  or  person  has  been 
authorized  by  the  Government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  make  proclamation  declaring 
the  slaves  of  any  State  free ;  and  that  the 
supposed  proclamation  now  in  question, 
whether  genuine  or  false,  is  alto^ther  void, 
so  far  as  respects  such  declaration.  I  ftir- 
ther  make  known  that,  whether  it  be  com- 
petent for  me,  as  Oommander-in-Ohief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  to  declare  the  slaves 
of  any  State  or  States  free ;  and  whether  at 
any  time,  or  in  any  case,  it  shall  have  be- 
come a  necessity  indispensable  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Government  to  exercise 
such  supposed  power,  are  questions  which, 
under  my  responsibility,  I  reserve  to  my- 
self, and  whicn  I  can  not  feel  justified  in 
leaving  to  the  decision  of  commanders  in 
the  field. 

*^  Those  are  totally  different  questions 
from  those  of  police  regulations  in  armies 
or  in  camps. 

''On  the  rizth  day  of  March  last,  by  a 


**  Elected  to  the  XXXIXth  Oongress  (House) 
I  a  Unionist,  tr<m  the  Milwaukee  District 
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th  any  8ute  whieh  mar  adopt  grftdual  abollsh- 
if  SbTerj,  glTing  to  raen  BtaU  pecnnliury  aid,  to 
I  hj  taeh  State  In  Ita  dlBereUoii,to  compensate  for 


•peoial  Me«age,  I  reoommended  to  Con- 
gress the  adoption  of  a  joint  resolution,  to 
be  sabstantiaUy  as  follows: 

•*  *AMolM(i«  That  the  United  Btsteaoni^t  to  oSo] 
ate  with  any  State  which  ma;  *    *    "  ' 

ment  of  ~* 

benaedl.  

the  iBcooTenleaoea^  pmbUoand  prtrate,  produced  bj  aaoh 
ehange  of  ajatem.*  • 

**The  resolution,  in  the  language  aboye 
quoted,  was  adopted  by  large  mfgorities  in 
both  branches  of  Congress,  and  now  stands 
an  auUientio,  definite,  and  solemn  proposal 
of  ^e  Nation  to  the  States  and  people 
most  interested  in  the  subject-matter.  To 
the  people  of  these  States  now,  I  mostly  ap- 
peal I  do  not  argue — ^I  beseech  you  to 
make  the  arguments  for  yourselves.  You 
can  not,  if  you  would,  be  blind  to  the  signs 
of  the  timets. 

"  I  beg  of  you  a  calm  and  enlarged  con- 
nderation  of  them,  ranging,  if  it  may  be,  far 
id>ove  partisan  and  personal  politics. 

"  This  proposal  makes  common  cause  for 
a  common  object,  casting  no  reproaches 
upon  any.  It  acts  not  the  Pharisee.  The 
obange  it  contemplates  would  come  gently 
ag  the  dews  of  Heaven,  not  rending  or 
wrecking  any  tiling.  Will  you  not  embrace 
it  ?  So  much  good  has  not  been  done  by 
one  effort  in  all  past  time,  as,  in  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  it  is  now  your  high  privilege 
to  do.  May  the  vast  future  not  nave  to 
lament  that  you  have  neglected  itl 

"  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

"Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this 

19th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  1862,  and  of  the  independence  of 

the  United  Stated  the  eighty -sixth. 

"  (Signed)         Abraham  Luroouf . 

**By  the  President: 

**W.  H.  Sewaed,  Secretary  of  State." 


CJontrary  to  a  very  general  imprea- 
don,  Gten.  McClellan  was  among  the 
first  not  only  to  perceive,  bnt  to  as- 
sert, that  the  Eebellion  was  essential- 
ly a  slaveholders'  enterprise,  and 
iliat  it  might  be  effectively  assailed 
through  Slavery.  Thns,  in  his  Mem- 
orandum privately  addressed  to  the 
President,  Aug.  4th,  1861,  when  he 
had  but  just  taken  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  says : 

*'In  this  contest,  it  hat  become  necessary 
to  crush  a  population  sufBciently  numerous, 
inteUigent,  and  warlike,  to  constitute  a  na- 
tion.  We  have  not  only  to  defeat  their  arm- 


ed and  organized  forces  in  the  field,  but  to 
display  such  an  overwhelming  strength  as 
will  convince  all  our  antagonists,  especially 
those  of  the  governing  aristocratic  class,  of 
the  utter  impossibility  of  resistance.  Our 
late  reverses  make  this  course  imperative. 
Had  we  been  sucoessfiil  in  the  recent  battle 
[first  Bull  Run],  it  is  possible  that  we 
might  have  been  spared  the  labor  and  ex- 
pense of  a  great  effort ;  now,  we  have  no 
alternative.  Their  success  will  enable  the 
political  leaders  of  the  Hebels  to  convince 
the  mass  of  their  people  that  we  are  in- 
ferior to  them  in  force  and  courage,  and  to 
command  all  their  resources.  The  contest 
began  with  a  class ;  now  it  is  with  a  people ; 
our  military  success  can  alone  restore  the 
former  issue." 

After  suggesting  various  military 

movements,  including  one  down  the 

Mississippi,  as  required  to  constitute  a 

general  advance  upon  the  strongholds 

of  the  BebeUion,  he  proceeds : 

**  There  is  another  independent  move- 
ment which  has  often  been  suggested,  and 
which  has  always  recommended  itself  to 
my  judgment.  I  refer  to  a  movement  from 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  through  the  Indian 
Territonr,  upon  Red  river  and  western 
Texas,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and 
developing  the  latent  Union  and  Free-State 
sentiment,  well  known  to  predominate  in 
western  Texas;  and  which,  like  a  similar 
sentiment  in  Western  Virginia,  will,  if  pro- 
tected, ultimately  organize  that  section  into 
a  Free  State." 

In  view  of  these  sensible  and  per- 
tinent suggestions,  it  is  impossible 
not  to  feel  that  Gen.  McClellan's 
naturally  fair  though  not  brilliant 
mind  was  subjected,  during  his  long 
sojourn  thereafter  in  Washington,  to 
sinister  political  influences  and  the 
whispered  appeals  and  tempting  sug- 
gestions of  a  selfish  and  sordid  ambi- 
tion. During  that  Fall  and  Winter, 
his  house  was  thronged  with  partisans 
of  the  extreme  "Peace"  wing  of  the 
Democratic  party,  who  must  have 
held  out  to  him  the  golden  lure  of 
the  Presidency  as  the  reward  of  a  for- 
bearing, temporizing,  procrastinating 
policy,  which  would  exhaust  the  re- 
sources and  chill  the   ardor  of  the 
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Korth,  in  enormoxiB  prq>«ration8  and 
fruitlees  undertakings,  until  the  con- 
joint pressure  of  Conscription  and 
Taxation,  the  impossibility  of  further 
borrowing,  and  the  heart-sickness  of 
hope  deferred,  should  impel  a  major- 
ity to  acquiesce  in  any  adjustment  or 
compromise  that  would  restore  Peace 
to  the  country.  Such  seems  the  only 
plausible  explanation  of  his  timid 
and  dawdling  military  policy,  his 
habitual  doubling  or  trebling  of  the 
Rebel  force  confronting  him,  and  of 
the  signal  incoherence  and  incon- 
sequence, especially  with  regard  to 
Slavery  and  neglx)e8,  of  the  lecture 
which,  directly  after  his  retreat  from 
the  Chickahominy  to  the  James  had 
been  consummated,  he  found  time  to 
indite — or  at  least  to  transcribe  and 
dispatch — to  his  perplexed  and  sore- 
ly tried  superior.     It  is  as  follows : 


"  Hbadquabtbrs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac,  > 
Camp  nbab  Habbisok^s  Landiko,  Ya.,  > 
July  7,  1862.  ) 
"  Mr.  Pbbsidknt  :  You  have  been  fully  in- 
formed that  the  Rebel  army  is  in  the  front, 
with  the  purpose  of  overwhelming  us  by 
attacking  our  position  or  reducing  us  by 
blocking  our  river  communications.  I  can 
not  but  regard  our  condition  as  oHtieal ;  and 
I  earnestly  desire,  in  view  of  possible  con- 
tingencies, to  lay  before  your  excellency,  for 
your  private  oonsideration,  my  general 
views  concerning  the  existing  state  of  the 
Rebellion,  although  they  do  not  strictly  re- 
late to  the  situation  of  this  army,  or  strictly 
oome  within  the  scope  of  my  official  duties. 
These  views  amount  to  convictions,  and  are 
deeply  impressed  upon  my  mind  and  heart. 
Our  cause  must  never  be  abandoned ;  it  is 
the  cause  of  free  institutions  and  self-gov- 
ernment. The  Oonstitution  and  the  Union 
must  be  preserved,  whatever  may  be  the 
cost  in  time,  treasure,  and  blood.  If  Seces- 
sion is  successful,  other  dissolutions  are 
clearly  to  be  seen  in  the  future.  Let  neither 
military  disaster,  political  faction,  nor  for- 
eign war,  shake  your  settled  purpose  to  en- 
force the  equal  operation  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  upon  the  people  of  every  State. 
**  The  time  has  come  wnen  the  Govern- 
ment must  determine  upon  a  civil  and  mili- 
tary policy,  covering  the  whole  ground  of 
our  national  trouble. 


**  The  responwbility  of  determining,  de* 
daring,  and  supporting  such  civil  and  mili- 
tary policy,  and  of  directing  the  whole 
course  of  national  affiurs  in  regard  to  tfa« 
Rebellion,  must  now  be  assumed  and  exer^ 
cised  by  you,  or  our  cause  will  be  lost.  The 
Constitution  gives  you  power,  even  for  tbe 
present  lierrible  exigency. 

^*  This  Rebellion  has  assumed  the  charac- 
ter of  a  war ;  as  such  it  should  be  regarded ; 
and  it  should  be  conducted  upon  the  highest 
principles  known  to  Christian  civilization. 
It  should  not  be  a  war  looking  to  the  subju- 
gation of  the  people  of  any  State,  in  any 
event.  It  should  not  be  at  all  a  war  upon 
populations  but  against  armed  forces  and 
political  organizations.  Neither  confisca- 
tion of  property,  political  executions  of  per- 
sons, territorial  organization  of  States,  nor 
forcible  abolition  of  Slavery,  should  be  con- 
templated for  a  moment. 

"  In  prosecuting  the  war,  all  private  prop- 
erty and  unarmed  persons  should  be  strictly 
protected,  subject  only  to  the  necessity  oif 
military  operations;  all  private  property 
taken  for  military  use  should  be  paid  or  re- 
ceipted for;  pillage  and  waste  should  be 
treated  as  high  crimes ;  all  unnecessary  tres- 
pass sternly  prohibited,  and  offensive  de- 
meanor by  the  military  toward  citizens 
promptly  rebuked.  Military  arrests  should 
not  be  tolerated,  except  in  places  where 
active  hostilities  exist;  and  oaths,  not  re- 
quired by  enactments,  constitutionally  made, 
should  be  neither  demanded  nor  received. 

"Military  government  should  be  confined 
to  the  preservation  of  public  order  and  the 
protection  of  political  right.  Military  pow- 
er should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
the  relations  of  servitude,  either  by  sup- 
porting or  impairing  the  authority  of  tlie 
master,  except  for  repressing  disorder,  as 
in  other  cases.  Slaves,  contraband,  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  seeking  military  pro- 
tection, should  recdve  iU  The  right  of  the 
€k>vernment  to  appropriate  permanently  to 
its  own  service  claims  to  slave  labor  should 
be  asserted,  and  the  right  of  the  owner  to 
compensation  therefor  should  be  recognized. 
This  principle  might  be  extended,  upon 
grounds  of  military  necessity  and  security, 
to  all  the  slaves  of  a  particular  State,  thus 
working  manumission  in  such  State ;  and  in 
Missouri,  perhaps  in  Western  Virginia  also, 
and  possibly  even  in  Maryland,  the  expe- 
diency of  such  a  measure  is  only  a  question 
of  time.  A  system  of  policy  thus  constitu- 
tional, and  pervaded  by  the  influences  of 
Christianity  and  freedom,  would  receive 
the  support  of  idmost  all  truly  loyal  men, 
would  deeply  impress  the  Kebel  masses  and 
all  foreign  nations,  and  it  might  be  humbly 
hoped  that  it  would  commend  itself  to  the 
fftvor  of  the  Almighty. 
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•*  Unless  the  principles  governing  the  fti- 
tnre  conduct  of  oar  straggle  shall  be  made 
known  and  approved,  the  effort  to  obtain 
requisite  forces  will  he  almost  hopeless.  A 
declaration  of  radical  views,  especially  npon 
Kavery,  will  rapidly  disintegrate  onr  pres- 
ent armies.  The  policy  of  the  Government 
mast  be  snj^rtea  by  concentration  of  mili- 
tary power.  The  national/orces  should  not 
be  dispersed  in  expeditions,  posts  of  occupa- 
tion, and  numerous  armies,  but  should  be 
mainly  collected  into  masses,  and  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  armies  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Those  armies  thoroughly  defeated, 
the  political  structure  which  they  support 
Irould  soon  cease  to  exist. 

*'In  carrying  out  any  system  of  policy 
wbich  you  may  form,  you  will  require  a 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army,  one  who 
possesses  your  confidence,  understands  your 
views,  and  who  is  competent  to  execute 
your  orders,  by  directing  the  military  forces 
of  the  nation  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  by  you  proposed.    I  do  not  ask  that 

Elaoe  for  myself.  I  am  willing  to  serve  you 
1  such  position  as  you  may  assign  me, 
and  I  will  do  so  as  faithfblly  as  ever  subor- 
dinate served  superior. 

**I  may  be  on  the  brink  of  eternity ;  and, 
as  I  ho{>e  forgiveness  from  my  Maker,  I 
have  written  tliis  letter  with  sincerity  to- 
ward you  and  from  love  for  my  country. 
•*  Very  respectfully, 

•*  Your  obedient  servant, 
**  GxosGB  B.  MoClsllan, 
"MiJ.-Gen.  Ck)mmandlng. 
••ffis  Excellency  A.  LnrooLif,  President" 

If  Gen.  M.  had  been  asked  to  re- 
concile the  precepts  of  this  letter  re- 
garding Slavery — ^how  "the  relations 
ol  servitude,"  for  example,  oonld  be 
preserved  in  a  district  subject  to 
"  military  power,''  without  a  distinct 
reei^nition  and  support  of  those  "re- 
lations'' by  the  military  authority 
there  dc«ninant ;  or  in  what  manner 
he  would  have  "  disorder"  repressed, 
when  it  was  caused  by  the  slave's  as- 
serting his  right  to  control  his  own 
actions  and  the  master's  resisting  it 
— ^he  might  have  answered  ingen- 
iously, but  to  what  purpose  ?  Mani- 
festly, the  ruling  authority,  whether 
civil  or  military,  must  either  support 
the  slaveholder's  claim  of  property  in 


and  power  over  his  slaves,  or  it  loiU 
be  serioiisly  impaired — nay,  utterly 
defied  and  overthrown.  In  "re- 
pressing" the  "disorder"  certain  to 
arise  in  the  premises,  the  commander 
must  inevitably  decide  which  to  sup- 
port— ^the  master's  assertion  of  au« 
thority,  or  the  slave's  claim  to  liberty, 
"Political  rights"  can  receive  "pro- 
tection "  only  when  it  has  been  de* 
termined  where  the  right  lies.  The 
"  manumission,"  which  Gen.  M.  fore- 
shadowed in  Missouri,  West  Virginia, 
and  Maryland,  was  not  merely  "a 
question  of  time."  It  was  a  ques^ 
tion  of  power  as  well ;  since  he  plain- 
ly contemplated  its  achievement,  not 
by  popular  action,  but  by  military 
force.  Paying  the  "  owner  "  might, 
indeed,  modify  his  wrath ;  but  could 
not  affect  the  fundamental  question 
of  authority  and  right. 


A  letter  addressed  *•  to  the  Presi- 
dent some  weeks  after  this,  entitled 
"The  Prayer  of  Twenty  Millions," 
and  exhorting  Mr.  Lincoln — ^not  to 
proclaim  all  the  slaves  in  our  country 
free,  but  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
land  which  operated  to  free  large 
classes  of  the  slaves  of  Bebels — con* 
eludes  as  follows : 

"  On  the  faoe  of  this  wide  earth,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  is  not  one  disinterested,  deter- 
mined, intelligent  champion  of  the  Unioa 
canse  who  do^  not  feel  that  all  attempts  to 
pnt  down  the  Bebellion,  and  at  the  same 
time  nphold  its  inciting  cause,  are  prepos- 
terous and  futile — that  the  Rehellion,  if 
crushed  out  to-morrow,  would  be  renewed 
within  a  year  if  Slavery  were  left  in  full 
vigor — that  army  officers,  who  remain  to 
this  day  devoted  to  Slavery,  can  at  best  be 
but  half-way  loyal  to  the  Union— and  that 
every  hour  of  deference  to  Slavery  is  an 
hour  of  added  and  deepened  peril  to  the 
Union.  I  appeal  to  tlie  testimony  of  your 
Embassadors  in  Europe.  It  is  freely  at 
your  service,  not  mine.  Ask  them  to  tell 
you  candidly  whether  the  seeming  subser- 
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Tienoj  of  your  poUcj  to  the  slaveholding, 
Blavery-upbolding  interest,  is  not  the  per- 
plexity, the  despair,  of  statesmen  of  all  par- 
ties; and  be  admonished  by  the  general 
answer  t 

'^  I  close  as  I  began,  with  the  statement 
that  what  an  immense  majority  of  the  loyal 
millions  of  your  countrymen  reauire  of  you 
is  a  frank,  declared,  unqualified,  ungrudg- 
ing execution  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  more 
especially  of  the  Confiscation  Act.  That 
act  gives  freedom  to  the  slaves  of  Rebels 
coming  within  our  lines,  or  whom  those 
lines  may  at  any  time  inclose — we  ask  you 
to  render  it  due  obedience  by  publicly  re- 
quiring all  your  subordinates  to  recognize 
and  obey  it  The  Rebels  are  everywhere 
using  the  late  anti-negro  riots  in  the  North 
-—as  they  have  long  used  your  officers' 
treatment  of  negroes  in  the  South— to  con- 
vince the  slaves  that  they  have  nothing  to 
hope  from  a  Union  success — ^that  we  mean 
in  that  case  to  sell  them  into  a  bitter  bond- 
age to  defray  the  cost  of  the  war.  Let 
them  impress  this  as  a  truth  on  the  great 
mass  of  their  ignorant  and  credulous  bond- 
men, and  the  Union  will  never  be  restored 
^-never.  We  can  not  conquer  ten  millions 
of  people  united  in  solid  phalanx  against 
us,  powerfully  aided  by  Northern  sympa- 
thizers and  European  allies.  We  must  have 
scouts,  guides,  spies,  cooks,  teamsters,  dig- 
gers, and  choppers,  from  the  Blacks  of  the 
South — whether  we  allow  them  to  fight  for 
us  or  not— or  we  shall  be  baffled  and  re- 
pelled. As  one  of  the  millions  who  would 
gladly  have  avoided  this  struggle  at  any 
Bacrifice  but  that  of  principle  and  honor, 
but  who  now  feel  that  the  triumph  of  the 
Union  is  indispensable  not  only  to  the  Ex- 
istence of  our  country,  but  to  tlie  well-being 
of  mankind,  I  entreat  you  to  render  a  hearty 
and  unequivocal  obedience  to  the  law  of  the 
land.  Tours,      Hosa.os  Gbbblet.*' 

The  President — ^very  unexpected- 
ly— ^replied  to  this  appeal  by  tele- 
graph :  in  order,  doubdeps,  to  place 
before  the  public  matter  deemed  by 
him  important,  and  which  had  prob- 
ably b^n  prepared  for  issue  before 
the  receipt  of  the  letter  to  which  he 
thus  obliquely  responded : 

"  ExBounYB  Mansion,  Washtooton,  ) 
Aug.  22,  1862.      f 
"  Hon.  HoRAOs  Gbbslkt  : 

^^  DxAB  Sib  :  I  have  Just  read  yours  of  the 
19th  instant,  addressed  to  myself  through 
The  New  York  Tribune, 

^^  'if  there  be  in  it  any  statements  or  as- 
tao;^ption8  of  fact  which  I  may  know  to  be 


erroneous,  I  do  not  now  and  here  oontro- 
vert  tiliem. 

*^  If  there  be  any  inferences  which  I  may 
believe  to  be  falsely  drawn,  I  do  not  now 
and  here  argue  against  them. 

^*  If  there  be  perceptible  in  it  an  impatient 
and  dictatorial  tone,  I  waive  it  in  deference 
to  an  oltl  friend  whose  heart  I  have  always 
supposed  to  be  right. 

"As  to  the  policy  I  ^seem  to  be  pursu- 
ing,^ as  you  say,  I  have  not  meant  to  leave 
any  one  in  doubt.  I  would  save  the  Union. 
I  would  save  it  in  the  shortest  way  under 
the  Constitution. 

^^  The  sooner  the  national  author!^  can 
be  restored,  the  nearer  the  Union  Will  be 
the  Union  as  it  was. 

"If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save 
the  Union  unless  they  could  at  the  same 
time  save  Slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with 
them. 

"  If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save 
the  Union  unless  they  could  at  the  same 
time  destroy  Slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with 
them. 

"JTy  parcunount  object  is  to  ea^e  the 
Uniony  and  not  either  to  $ave  or  deetroy 
Slavery, 

"  If  I  could  save  the  Union  without  free- 
ing any  slave,  I  would  do  it — if  I  could  save 
it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves,  I  would  do  it — 
and  if  I  could  do  it  by  fi'eeing  some  and 
leaving  others  alone,  I  would  also  do  that. 

"What  I  do  about  Slavery  and  the 
Colored  Race,  I  do  because  I  believe  it 
helps  to  save  this  Union ;  and  what  I  for- 
bear, I  forbear  because  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  help  to  save  the  Union. 

"  I  shall  do  less  whenever  I  shall  belieye 
what  I  am  doing  hurts  the  cause;  and  I 
shall  do  more  whenever  I  believe  doing 
more  will  help  the  cause. 

"  I  shall  try  to  correct  errors  when  shown 
to  be  errors ;  and  I  shall  adopt  new  views 
so  fast  as  they  shall  appear  to  be  true  views. 

"  I  have  here  stated  my  purpose  accord- 
ing to  my  views  of  official  duty ;  and  I  in- 
tend no  modification  of  my  oft-expressed 
personal  wish  that  all  men  everywhere  could 
be  free.  Yours,        A.  Lincoln." 

Many  others  called  on  or  wrote  to 
the  President  about  this  time,  tirging 
him  to  action  in  the  spirit  of  Mr. 
Greeley's  letter.  He  heard  all  with 
courtesy,  suggesting  objections  that 
were  not  intended  for  conclusions, 
but  rather  to  indicate  and  enforce 
the  grave  importance  of  the  topic, 
the  peril  of  making  a  mistake  upon 
it,  and  the  difSculty  of  reaching  the 
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Blacks  with  any  pro£Fer  of  Fl-eedonu 
The  slaveholders— especially  those  in 
ihe  loyal  States — ^wonld  all  hear  of  it 
forthwith,  and  be  influenced  by  it; 
the  slaves  in  the  disloyal  States  would 
receive  all  tidings  of  it  through  hos- 
tile channels — ^from  those  interested 
in  deceiving  and  misleading  them 
with  regard  to  it.  Even  if  correctly 
and  promptly  advised,  what  could 
they  do  ?  Bayonets  glittered  on  eve- 
ry side ;  arms  were  borne  by  nearly 
every  able-bodied  White ;  while  the 
Bla<^  could  oppose  to  these  but  their 
empty  (and  shackled)  hands.  What 
good,  then,  could  be  secured  by  an 
AboUtion  policy?  "It  is  a  Pope's 
bull  against  the  comet,''  suggested  the 
President.  **  It  will  unite  the  South 
and  divide  the  North,"  fiercely  clam- 
ored the  entire  Opposition.  So  the 
President — habitually  cautious,  dil- 
atory, reticent — ^hesitated,  and  de- 
murred, and  resisted — ^possibly  after 
he  had  silently  resolved  that  the  step 
must  finally  be  taken. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  soon  visited," 
among  others,  by  a  deputation  from 
the  various  Protestant  denominations 
of  Chicago,  Illinois,  charged  with  the 
duty  of  ui^ng  on  him  the  adoption 
of  a  more  decided  and  vigorous  policy 
of  Emancipation.  He  listened  to  the 
reading  of  their  memorial,  and  re- 
sponded in  substance  as  follows: 

-^  "  The  sabjeot  is  diffionlt,  and  good  men 
^o  not  agree.  For  instance :  the  other  day, 
four  gentlemen  of  standing  and  intelligence 
from  New  York  called  as  a  delegation  on 
business  connected  with  the  war;  bnt  be- 
fore leaving  two  of  them  earnestly  besought 
me  to  proclaim  general  Emancipation ;  upon 
which  the  other  two  at  once  attacked  them. 
You  know  also  that  the  last  session  of  (in- 
gress had  a  decided  mi^joritj  of  anti-Slayery 
men,  jet  they  could  not  unite  on  this  policy. 
And  tiie  same  is  true  of  the  religious  people. 
Wh  J,  the  Rebel  soldiers  are  praying  witn  a 


great  deal  more  earnestness,  I  fear,  than  our 
own  troops,  and  expecting  Gk>d  to  favor  their 
side :  for  one  of  our  soldiers,  who  had  be^L 
taken  prisoner,  told  Senator  Wilson  a  few 
days  since  that  he  met  nothing  so  discourag- 
ing as  the  evident  sincerity  of  those  he  was 
among  in  their  prayers.  But  we  wiU  talk 
over  the  merits  of  tiie  case. 

*^  What  good  would  a  proolamadon  of 
Emancipation  from  me  do,  especially  as  we 
are  now  situated  ?  I  do  not  want  to  issue  a 
document  that  the  whole  world  will  see  must 
necessarily  be  inoperative,  like  the  Pope's 
bull  against  the  comet  Would  my  word  fVee 
the  daves,  when  I  can  not  even  enforce  the 
Oonstitution  in  the  Rebel  States  f  Is  there  a 
single  court,  or  magistrate,  or  individual,  that 
would  be  influence  by  it  there  ?  And  what 
reason  is  there  to  thhik  it  would  have  any 
greater  effect  upon  the  slaves  than  the  late  law 
of  Congress,  which  I  approved,  and  which 
offers  protection  and  freedom  to  the  slaves 
of  Rebel  masters  who  come  within  our 
lines  t  Yet  I  can  not  learn  that  that  law  has 
caused  a  single  slave  to  come  over  to  us. 
And,  suppose  they  could  be  induced  by  a 
proclamation  of  freedom  from  me  to  throw 
themselves  upon  us,  what  should  we  do  with 
them  f  How  can  we  feed  and  care  for  such 
a  multitude?  Gen.  Butler  wrote  me  a  few 
days  since  that  he  was  issuing  more  rations 
to  the  slaves  who  have  rushed  to  him  than 
to  all  the  White  troops  under  his  command. 
They  eat,  and  that  is  all ;  though  it  is  true 
Gen.  Butler  is  feeding  the  Whites  also  by 
the  thousand ;  for  it  nearly  amounts  to  a 
funine  there.  If^  now,  the  pressure  of  the 
war  should  call  off  our  forces  from  New 
Orleans  to  defend  some  other  point,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  masters  from  reducing  the 
Blacks  to  Slavery  again;  fori  am  told  that 
whenever  the  Rebels  take  any  Black  prison- 
ers, free  or  slave,  they  immediately  auction 
them  offl  They  did  so  with  those  they 
took  from  a  boat  that  was  agroimd  in  the 
Tennessee  river  a  few  days  ago.  And  then 
I  am  very  ungenerously  attacked  for  it  I 
For  instance,  when,  after  tiie  late  battles  at 
and  near  Bull  Run,  an  expedition  went  out 
from  Washington,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to 
bury  the  dead  and  bring  in  ^e  wounded, 
and  the  Rebels  seized  the  Blacks  who  went 
along  to  help,  and  sent  them  into  Slavery, 
Horace  Greeley  said  in  his  paper  that  the 
Gt>vemment  would  probably  do  nothing 
about  it.    What  eaula  I  do  t 

*'  Now,  then,  tell  me,  if  you  please,  what 
possible  result  of  good  would  follow  the 
issuing  of  such  a  proclamation  as  you  desire  f 
Understand :  I  raise  no  objections  against  it 
on  legal  or  constitutional  grounds;  for,  as 
Oommander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy 
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in  time  of  war,  I  sappoee  I  hare  a  right  to 
take  any  measure  wliioh  may  beet  mibdae 
the  enemy ;  nor  do  I  urge  objections  of  a 
moral  nature,  in  view  of  possible  conse- 
anenoes  of  insurrection  and  massacre  at  the 
South.  I  view  this  matter  as  a  pruStical 
war  measure,  to  be  decided  on  according  to 
the  advantages  or  disadvantages  it  may  offer 
to  the  suppression  of  ih»  Rebellion." 

The  deputation  responded,  urging 
that  an  Emancipation  policy  would 
greatly  strengthen  us  in  Europe,  and 
would  justify  us  in  appealing  to  the 
God  of  the  oppressed  and  down-trod- 
den for  His  blessing  on  our  future 
efforts  to  crush  the  Bebellion.  The 
President  rejoined : 

"I  admit  thatfiUayeryis  at  the  root  of  the 
Bebellion,  or  at  least  its  nne  qtid  non.  The 
ambition  of  politieians  may  have  instigated 
them  to  act ;  bat  they  would  haye  been  im- 

r>tent  without  Slavery  as  their  instrument, 
will  also  concede  that  Emancipation  would 
help  us  in  Europe,  and  conyince  them  that 
we  are  incited  by  something  more  than  am- 
bition. I  grant,  fbrther,  that  it  would  help 
somewhat  at  the  North,  though  not  so  much, 
I  fear,  as  you  and  those  you  represent  im- 
agine. Still,  some  additional  strength  would 
be  added  in  that  way  to  the  war ;  and  then, 
unquestionably,  it  would  weaken  the  Rebels 
by  drawing  off  their  laborers,  which  is  of 
great  importance ;  but  I  am  not  so  sure  wo 
oould  do  much  with  the  Blacks.  If  we  were 
to  arm  them,  I  fear  that  in  a  few  weeks  the 
arms  would  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Rebels ; 
and,  indeed,  thus  far,  we  have  not  had  arms 
enough  to  equip  our  White  troops.  I  will 
mention  another  thing,  though  it  meet  only 
your  scorn  and  contempt.  .There  are  50,000 
bayonets  in  the  Union  army  from  the  Border 
Slaye  States.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter 
if^  in  consequence  of  a  proclamation  such  as 
you  desire,  they  should  go  oyer  to  the 
Kebels.  I  do  not  think  they  all  would— not 
80  many,  indeed,  as  a  year  ago,  or  as  six 
months  ago — ^not  so  many  to-day  as  yester- 
day. Eyery  day  increases  their  Union  feel- 
ing. They  are  also  getting  their  pride  en- 
lic^,  and  want  to  beat  the  Rebels.  Let  me 
say  one  thing  more:  I  think  you  should 
admit  that  we  already  haye  an  important 
principle  to  rally  and  unite  the  people,  in 
tiie  fact  that  constitutional  goyemment  is 
at  stake.  This  is  a  fundamental  idea,  going 
down  about  as  deep  as  anything.** 

The  deputation  again  developed 
and  enforced  their  views ;  and  the 


President  closed  the  conference  witk 

these  pregnant  words : 

"Do  not  misunderstand  me  because  I 
haye  mentioned  these  objections.  Thej 
indicate  the  difficulties  th^  have  thus  £ur 
preyented  my  action  in  some  such  way  as 
you  desire.  I  haye  not  decided  against  a 
proclamation  of  liberty  to  the  slayes,  but 
hold  the  matter  under  adyiseraent.  And  I 
can  assure  you  that  the  subject  is  on  mj 
mind,  by  day  and  by  night,  more  than  any 
other.  Whateyer  shall  appear  to  be  God's 
will,  I  will  do.  I  trust  that,  in  the  freedom 
with  which  I  have  canyassed  your  views,  I 
haye  not  in  any  res|iect  injured  your  feel- 
ingfi." 

The  deputation  had  scarcely  re- 
turned to  Chicago  and  reported  to 
their  constituents,  when  the  great 
body  of  the  President's  supporters 
were  electrified,  while  his  opponents 
in  general  were  only  still  farther 
alienated,  by  the  unheralded  appear- 
ance of  the  following  proclamation : 

"I,  Abraham  Likooln,  President  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  Commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy  thereof  do 
hereby  proclaim  and  declare  tiiat  hereafter, 
as'  heretofore,  the  war  will  be  prosecuted 
for  the  object  of  practically  restoring  the 
constitutional  relation  between  the  United 
States  and  each  of  the  States,  and  the 
people  thereof,  in  which  States  that  rela- 
tion is  or  may  be  suspended  or  disturbed. 

"That  it  is  my  purpose,  upon  the  next 
meeting  of  Oongress,  to  again  recommend 
the  adoption  of  a  practical  measure  tender- 
ing pecuniary  aid  to  the  free  acceptance  or 
rejection  of  all  Slaye  States,  so  called,  the 
people  whereof  may  not  then  be  in  rebel- 
lion against  tJie  United  States,  and  which 
States  may  tlien  haye  yoluntarily  adopted* 
or  thereafter  may  yoluntarily  adopt,  imme- 
diate or  gradual  abolishment  of  Slayery 
within  their  respectiye  limits ;  and  that  the 
effort  to  colonize  persons  of  African  descent, 
with  their  consent,  upon  this  continent  or 
elsewhere,  with  the  previously  obtained 
consent  of  the  governments  existing  there, 
will  be  continued. 

"That,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in* 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three,  all  persons  held 
as  slaves  within  any  State,  or  designated 
part  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall 
then'  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforward,  and 
forever  free;  and  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  including  the 
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iiiifitti7  and  naral  aathoritj  thereof^  will 
recognize  and  maintain  the  freedom  of  such 
persona,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts  to  re- 
press snch  persons,  or  anj  of  them,  in  any 
efforts  they  may  make  for  their  actual  free- 
dom. 

"That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January  aforesaid,  by  proclamation, 
designate  the  States  and  parts  of  States,  if 
toy,  in  which  the  people  thereof  respect- 
iTely  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States ;  and  the  fact  that  any  State, 
or  the  people  thereof^  shall  on  that  day  be 
in  good  faith  represented  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  by  members  chosen 
thereto  at  elections  wherein  a  migority  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  such  State  shall  have 
participated,  shall.  In  the  absence  of  strong 
countervailing  testimony,  be  deemed  con- 
elusive  evidence  that  such  State,  and  the 
people  tiiereof^  are  not  then  in  rebellion 
agamst  the  United  States. 

"That  attention  is  hereby  called  to  an 
act  of  Oongress  entitled  '  An  Act  to  make 
an  additional  Article  of  War,'  approved 
March  18th,  1862;  and  which  act  is  in  the 
words  and  figures  following : 

**Sf  4i  enacted  hv  ths  Senate  and  S&uae  <^  Sepre- 
mUaH94it  oAth4  VfUML  BkUm  i^Amtiriea in  Oongnm 
ammnbUd,  Thst  hereafter  the  following  shall  be  promnl- 
fited  M  AD  AddlttoBAl  article  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Statee,  and  ahalf  be  obeyed 
tad  obeerred  ae  each : 

"^Bkotiov  1.  All  officers  or  persons  In  the  military 
•r  naral  senrlce  of  the  United  Btatee  are  prohibited  from 
employing  any  of  the  forces  nnder  their  reapeotiye  eom- 
nasds  for  the  porpoee  of  retoming  ftigltlTee  Ihmi  serrlee 
er  labor  who  may  haTC  escaped  from  any  persons  to 
vhom  such  service  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  dne;  and 
•By  ofBcer  who  shall  be  foond  goilty  by  a  conrt-martlal 
«r  Tlolatttag  this  article  ahaU  be  dtsmissed  from  ^e 
■errlee. 

•"'Sm.  1  And  U  UfSirlKtr  ^nacUd,  That  thla  aet 
ihaU  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage.' 

"  Also,  to  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of 
an  act  entitled  *  An  Act  to  Suppress  Insur- 
rection, to  Punish  Treason  and  Bebellion, 
to  Seize  and  Confiscate  Property  of  Rebels, 
and  for  other  Purposes,'  approved  July  16, 
1862 ;  and  which  sections  are  in  the  words 
and  figures  following: 

***BBa  9.  And  5e  U/UrOsr  enaeUd,  That  all  sUres 
of  persoM  who  shall  hereafter  be  engaged  In  rebellion 
igalnai  the  OoTcmment  of  the  United  Statea,  or  who 
AaU  in  any  way  give  aid  or  comfort  thereto,  escaping 
fh>m  foch  persons  and  taking  refttse  within  the  Hnee  or 
the  enay:  and  all  ilnTes  captured  from  such  persons,  or 
deserted  by  them  and  coming  nnder  the  control  of  the 
Qovemment  of  the  United  States;  and  all  slaves  of  snch 
persons  foand  on  [orl  being  within  anv  place  occnpied 
tj  Bebel  foreea  ana  afterward  oooopled  bv  forees  of  the 
united  Btetea,  shall  be  deemed  captives  of  war«  and  shall 
be  forever  free  of  their  servitode,  and  lot  again  held  as 
•Urea. 

«*8Ba  la  And  U  U^trtKet  $naeied.  That  no  ilnve 
etoaping  into  any  State,  Territory,  or  the  District  of 
Oolambia,  tnm  any  other  State,  shall  be  delivered  np,  or 
in  any  wey  impeoed  or  hindered  of  his  liberty,  except 
Ibr  enme,  or  some  offsnee  sgainst  the  laws,  onleas  tne 
person  cUlming  wUd  fugitive  shell  first  make  oath  that 
ttM  pers«n  to  whom  the  labor  or  service  of  snch  ftigltf  ve 
It  alleied  to  be  dne  la  his  lawfU  owner,  and  has  not 
bene  arms  against  the  United  Statea  in  the  present 


Bebellion,  nor  In  any  way  given  aid  and  comfort  thereto  i 
end  no  person  engaged  in  me  military  or  naval  service  cr 
the  United  States  shalL  nnder  any  pretense  whatever, 
aeeume  to  decide  on  the  validly  of  the  claim  of  any 
person  to  the  service  or  labor  of  any  other  person,  or 
surrender  np  any  snch  person  to  the  claimant,  on  pain 
of  being  dismissed  from  the  service.^ 

*^  And  I  do  hereby  ei\Join  upon  and  order 
all  persons  engaged  in  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  to  ob- 
serve, obey,  and  enforce,  within  their  re* 
q)ective  spheres  of  service,  the  act  and 
sections  above  recited. 

"And  the  Executive  will  in  due  time 
recommend  that  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  shall  have  remained  loyal  there* . 
to  throu^out  the  Rebellion,  shall  (upon  the 
restoration  of  the  constitutional  relation 
between  the  United  States  and  their  re- 
spective States  and  people,  if  that  relation 
shall  have  been  suspended  or  disturbed)  be 
compensated  for  all  losses  by  acts  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  loss  of  slaves. 

"In  witness  whereof^  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed.    . 

"Done  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
this  twenty-seoond  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
[l.  s.]  thousand  ei^t  hundred  and  sixty- 
two,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  eighty* 
seventh, 

"Abbahah  LiNoour. 
" By ihe  President: 
"William  H.  Sbwabd,  Secretary  of  State.^ 

It  has  been  alleged  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  thifi  document  was  hast- 
ened by  confidential  representations 
from  our  Embassadors  at  the  Courts 
of  Western  Europe,  that  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  Confederacy  was  immi- 
nent, and  conld  hardly  be  averted 
otherwise  than  by  a  policy  of  Eman- 
cipation. The  then  Attorney-Gen- 
eral **  has  been  quoted  as  authority 
for  this  statement ;  but  it  is  still  gen- 
erally r^arded  as  apocryphal.  It  has 
been  likewise  asserted  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  fully  decided  on  resorting 
to  this  policy  some  weeks  before  the 
Proclamation  appeared,  and  that  he 
only  withheld  it  till  the  military 
situation  should  assume  a  brighter 
aspect.  Bemarks  made  long  after- 
ward   in   Congress    render   highly 


*Bdward  Bates,  of  ICissouxi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


264 


THE    AMERICAN    CONFLICT. 


probable  the  asBiunption  that  its 
appearance  was  somewhat  delayed, 
awaiting  the  issne  of  the  straggle  in 
Maryland,  which  terminated  with 
the  battle  of  Antietam." 

Whether  the  open  adhesion  of  the 
President  at  last  to  the  policy  of 
Emancipation  did  or  did  not  contri- 
bute to  the  general  defeat  of  his  sup- 
porters in  the  State  Elections  which 
soon  followed,  is  still  fairly  disput- 
able. By  those  elections,  Horatio 
Seymour  was  made  Governor  of  New 
York  and  Joel  Parker  of  New  Jersey : 
supplanting  Governors  Morgan  and 
Olden;  whilePennsylvania, Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  also  gave  Opposi- 
tion majorities ;  and  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  most  other  Western 
States,  showed  a  decided  falling  off  in 
Administration  strength.  The  gene- 
ral result  of  those  elections  is  summed 
up  in  the  following  table : 

1880— Prmidsmt.        1M>— Got.  oi 

StaiM.            LnooLN.  AUoth&r§,  Adxi  l 

New  York ....  8«,64<  812,010  »fi,8  ) 

STewJerMf...    fiSsSM  08,801  40,7  T 

FtonnsylTanlA..  168,080  908,419  tl^fl  ) 

Ohio i81,6lO  910,881  178,7  I 

Indianft 189.088  188,110  118,6  ) 

lUinois 178,161  160,810  180,1  I 

Michigan 88,480  66,867  68.7  I 

Wlscoiuiik  ....    86,110  66,070  66,8  5 

Iowa 70,400  67,088  •«66,0„     ^^A 


88,060 


18,668 


10,704      11,448 


10  StotM 1,408,878      1,890,806        1,198,896  l,888,6n 

1860— Lincoln'!  mi^— 808,061    1808-Op|».  mi^--4H^781. 

The  Bepresentatives  in  Congress 
chosen  from  these  States  were  politi- 
cally classified  as  follows : 


I860. 
BiruB.    DenK 

Hew  York 88  10 

NewJeraey 8  8 

PennsjlTtnto 18  7 

Ohio 18  8 


1868. 
Adxxf.    O, 


Indiana.... 

Illinoii 

Michigan... 
WlBoonaln. 

Iowa 

Minnesota. . 


ToUl,  10  States 78  87  07  67 

1860— Lincoln  nnO'-^il*      1868— Opposition  m^.,  la 
NoTs.— A  new  apportionment  nnder  the  Gensosof  1860 
changed  materially,  between  1860  and  1808,  the  number 
«f  Bepresentatives  from  sereral  of  the  SUtes. 


"Fought  Sept  17th— Prodamatioii  of  Free- 
dom, dated  22d. 
"Soldien*  vote:  Admn.,  14,874;  0pp.,  4^115. 


There  were  some  connterbalandiig 
changes  in  the  States  of  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
as  also  in  that  of  California,  where 
the  larger  shUre  of  the  Douglas  vote 
of  1860  was  in  '62  cast  for  the  Union 
tickets ;  but  it  was  clear,  at  the  close 
of  the  State  Elections  of  that  year^ 
that  the  general  ill  success  of  the 
War  for  the  Union,  the  wide-spread 
and  increasing  repugnance  to  Con* 
scription.  Taxation,  a  depreciated 
Currency,  and  high-priced  Fabrics, 
were  arraying  Public  Sentiment 
against  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
contest.  Of  course,  the  Opposition 
inveighed  against  the  management 
of  the  War  and  of  the  Finances,  the 
treatment  of  Gbn.  McClellan,  and  the 
general  inefficiency  and  incapacity  of 
the  Administration ;  but  the  strength 
of  that  Opposition  inhered  in  popu- 
lar repugnance  to  the  sacrifices  ex- 
acted by  and  the  perils  involved  in  a 
prosecution  of  the  struggle,  though 
its  most  general  and  taking  clamor 
deprecated  only  "  The  perversion  of 
the  War  for  lie  Union  into  a  War 
for  the  Negro."  Ignoring  the  sol- 
diers battling  for  the  Union — of 
whom  at  least  three-fourths  voted 
Bepublican  at  each  election  wherein 
they  were  allowed  to  vote  at  all ;  but 
who  had  not  yet  been  enabled  to  vote 
in  the  field,  while  their  absence  cre- 
ated a  chasm  in  the  Administration 
vote  at  home — ^it  is  quite  probable 
that,  had  a  popular  election  been 
held  at  any  time  during  the  year  fol- 
lowing the  Fourth  of  July,  1862,  on 
the  question  of  continuing  the  War 
or  arresting  it  on  the  best  attainable 
terms,  a  majority  would  have  voted 
for  Peace ;  while  it  is  highly  proba- 


WlBoonsin  Soldiers'  Vote:  Admn.,  8,373;  Opp., 
2,046.  Ko  other  States  had  yet  authorised  their 
Bddiers  in  the  field  to  vote. 
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ble  that  a  Btill  larger  majority  would 
have  TOted  against  Emancipation. 
From  an  early  hour  of  the  Btruggle, 
the  public  mind  slowly  and  steadily 
gravitated  toward  the  conclusion  that 
the  Rebellion  was  vulnerable  only  or 
mainly  through  Slavery;  but  that 
oondusion  was  scarcely  reached  by  a 
majority  before  the  occurrence  of  the 
New  York  Eiots,  in  July,  1863.  The 
President,  though  widely  reproached 
with  tardiness  and  reluctance  in  tak- 
ing up  the  gage  plainly  thrown  down 
by  the  Slave  Power,  was  probably 
ahead  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  loyal  States  in  definitively  accept- 
ing the  issue  of  Emancipation  or  Dis- 
union. 

Having  taken  a  long  step  in  the 
right  direction,  he  never  retracted  nor 
seemed  to  r^ret  it ;  though  he  some- 
times observed  that  the  beneficial  re- 
sults of  the  Emancipation  policy  were 
neither  so  signal  nor  so  promptly 
realized  as  its  sanguine  promoters 
had  anticipated.  Nevertheless,  on  the 
day  appointed,  he  issued  his  absolute 
Proclamation  of  Freedom,  as  follows : 

"  Whereas,  on  the  22d  day  of  September, 
In  the  year  of  onr  Lord  1862,  a  proclamation 
was  issned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  containing,  among  other  things,  the 
following,  to  wit  : 

**  *Thftt  on  tlM  1st d«r  of  Juraary,  In  tlie  yeir  of  our 
Lord  196S,  all  penons  held  as  slaves  within  any  State 
or  desSgnated  i»art  of  a  State,  the  people  whereof  shall 
then  be  In  rebellion  against  the  United  States,  shall  be 
then,  thenceforward,  and  forever  free ;  and  the  EzeontiTe 


Goremment  of  the  United  States,  including  the  military 
•ad  naval  authority  thereof;  will  recoffnlze  and  maintain 
the  freedom  of  snch  persons,  and  will  do  no  act  or  acts 
to  repress  snch  persons,  or  any  of  them,  in  any  efforts 
they  may  make  for  their  actual  f^vedom.* 
'^  *  That  the  Bzeeutlve  will,  on  the  first  day  of  January 

vsaid,  by  proeUunatlon,  designate  the  Star " 

of  States,  if  any,  in  whieh  the  people  thereof 


ifbresaid,  by  proeUunatlon,  designate  the  States  and  parts 
of  States,  if  any,  in  whieh  the  people  thereof  respectively 
•hall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the  United  Sutes:  and 
the  ibct  that  any  State,  or  the  people  thereof;  shsil  on 
that  day  be  In  good  fkith  represented  In  the  Congress  of 
tbs  United  States,  by  members  chosen  thereto  at  eleo- 
tlons  wherein  a  minority  of  the  qaallfled  voters  of  snch 
Stat*  shall  have  participated,  shall,  in  the  absence  of 
•trong  oountervafllnff  testlnu>ny,  be  deemed  condualve 
evidence  that  snch  State,  and  the  people  thereof  are  not 
then  in  rsbeUion  •gainst  the  United  States.' 

**  Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  LnrooLzr, 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  in  me  vested  as  Ooromander-in- 
ohief  of  the  Army  and  Kavy  of  the  United 


States  in  time  of  aotnal  armed  rebellion 
against  the  anthority  and  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  necessary 
war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion, 
do,  on  l^is  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  and  in  accordance  with  my  pur- 
pose so  to  do,  publicly  proclaimed  for  the 
full  period  of  one  hundred  days  from  the 
day  first  above  mentioned,  order  and  des- 
ignate as  the  States  and  parts  of  States 
wherein  the  people  thereof  respectively  are 
this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United 
States,  the  following :  to  wit : 

"  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisiana  (except  the 
parishes  of -St.  Bernard,  Plaquemine,  Jeffer- 
son, St.  John,  St.  Charles,  St.  James,  Ascen- 
non,  Assumption,  Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche, 
St.  Mary,  St  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including 
the  city  of  New  Orleans),  Mississippi,  Alaba- 
ma, Florida,  G^rgia,  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina,  and  Virginia  (except  the  forty-eight 
counties  designated  as  West  Virginia,  and 
also  the  counties  of  Berkeley,  Accomao, 
Northampton,  Elizabeth  City,  York,  Prin- 
cess Anne,  and  Norfolk,  including  the  cities 
of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth),  and  which  ex- 
cepted parts  are,  for  the  present,  left  precise- 
ly as  if  this  proclamation  were  not  issued. 

"  And,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  I  do  order  and  declare 
that  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  said 
designated  States  and  parts  of  States  are 
and  henceforward  shall  be  ft*ee;  and  that 
the  Executive  Government  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  military  and  naval  au- 
thorities thereof  will  recognize  and  main- 
tain the  freedom  of  said  persons. 

*^  And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so 
declared  to  be  free  to  abstain  from  all  vio- 
lence, unless  in  necessary  self-defense;  and 
I  recommend  to  them  that,  in  all  cases 
when  allowed,  they  labor  fedthfully  for  rea- 
sonable wages. 

"  And  I  ftirther  declare  and  make  known 
that  such  persons,  of  suitable  condition,  will 
be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the 
United  States  to  garrison  forts,  positions, 
stations,  and  otiier  places,  and  to  man  ves- 
sels of  all  sorts  in  sidd  service. 

"  And  upon  this  act,  sincerely  believed  to 
be  an  act  o^ustice,  warranted  by  the  Con- 
stitution upon  mlHtary  necessity,  I  invoke 
the  considerate  Judgment  of  mankind,  and  * 
the  gracious  &vor  of  Almighty  God. 

'*  In  testimony  whereof;  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  afiixed. 

"  Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this 
1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
[l.  8.]  Lord  1868,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  the  87th. 

"  By  the  Pf eddent :  Abraham  Lingolv. 
«« WmxAX  H.  SbwabD)  Secretary  of  State.^ 
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Od  the  abstract  queBtion  of  the 
right  of  the  Government  to  proclaim 
and  enforce  Emancipation,  Edward 
Everett,  in  a  speech  in  Fanenil  Hall, 
Boston,  October,  1864,  fordblj  said : 

"  It  is  Tory  doubtful  whether  any  act  of 
the  Govermnent  of  the  United  States  was 
necessary  to  liberate  the  slaTes  in  a  State 
which  is  in  rebellion.  There  is  much  reason 
for  the  opinion  that,  by  the  simple  act  of 
levying  war  against  the  United  States,  the 
relation  of  ^very  was  terminated ;  certain- 

Sr,  so  far  as  concerns  the  duty  of  the  United 
tates  to  recognize  it,  or  to  refridn  from 
interfering  with  it.  Not  being  founded  on 
the  law  of  nature,  and  resting  sdely  on  posi- 
tive local  law — and  that  not  of  the  United 
States — as  soon  as  it  becomes  either  the 
motive  or  pretext  of  an  uiyast  war  against 


the  Union— an  efficient  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rebels  for  carrying  on  the  war 
— a  source  of  military  strength  to  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  of  danser  to  the  (Government  at 
home  and  abroad,  with  the  additiouai  cer- 
tainty that,  in  any  event  but  its  abandon- 
ment,,it  will  continue  in  all  fature  time  ts 
woric  these  mischiefiB,  who  can  suppose  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  United  States  to  continue  to 
recognize  it?  To  maintain  this  would  be  a 
contradiction  in  terms.  It  would  be  to  re* 
cognize  a  right  in  a  Rebel  master  to  employ 
his  slave  in  acts  of  rebellion  and  treason, 
and  the  duty  of  the  slave  to  aid  and  abet 
his  master  in  the  commission  of  the  greatest 
crime  known  to  the  law.  No  such  absurdity 
can  be  admitted ;  and  any  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  President  down,  who 
should,  by  any  overt  act,  recognize  the  du^ 
of  a  slave  to  obey  a  Rebel  master  in  a  hos- 
tile operation,  would  himself  be  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy." 


xn. 


8LAVEET  AND  EMANCIPATION  IN  CONGRESS. 


The  XXXVntli  Congress,  as  we 
liave  seen' — ^while  endeaycHring  to 
evade  or  to  avert  its  eyes  from  the 
fact  that  it  was  Slavery  which  was 
waging  deadly  war  on  the  Union — 
did  yet  give  fair  notice,  through  the 
guarded  but  decisive  language  of 
some  of  the  more  conservative  Re- 
publicans, that,  if  the  Rebellion  were 
persisted  in,  it  must  inevitably  result 
in  the  overthrow  of  Slavery:  And 
the  action  of  that  Congress,  even  at 


the  extra  session,  evinced  a  steadi- 
ly growing  consciousness — steadily 
growing  in  the  l^islative  as  well  as 
the  popular '  mind — ^ihat  Slavery  had 
closed  with  the  Union  in  mortal 
strife — a  struggle  which  both  could 
not  survive.* 

Still,  President  Lincoln  hesitated 
and  held  back;  anxious  that  tlie 
Union  should  retain  its  hold  on  the 
Border  Slave  States,  especially  on 
Kentucky;  and  apparently  hoping 


»VoL  I^  pp.  664-8. 

'On  the  day  after  the  BuU  Bun  rout,  the 
writer  first  heard  this  conviotio^  openlj  de- 
etared.  The  oredlt  of  the  avowal  belongs  to 
Q«n.  John  Ooohrane. 

*Hon.  Ellsha  B.  Potter,  of  Bhode  Island— 
HikO  maj  be  ftdrlj  s^ed  the  hereditary  chief  of 
tiie  Demooratio  party  of  that  State— made  a 
■peech  on  the  War  to  the  Senate  thereof  on  the 
10th  of  August,  1861.  After  distributing  the 
blame  of  inoiting  the  War  between  the  Northern 
and  the  Southern  *  ultras,*  dilating  on  the  re- 
souroes^  of  the  South,  and  ehioidating  the  no- 
flghtiBg,   anaoonda'  mode  of  mxCut  proposed 


by  Gen.  Soott,  and  apparently  aoceded  to  by  the 
Cabinet^  he  proceeds: 

'*  I  have  said  that  the  war  may  assume  anoth- 
er aspect^  and  be  a  abort  and  bloody  one.  And 
to  such  a  war— on  anU-Slavery  trar— it  seems 
to  m^  we  are  uuvUdUy  drifting.  It  seems  to 
me  hard^  in  the  power  of  human  wisdom  to 
prevent  it  We  may  oommenoe  the  war  without 
meaning  to  interfere  with  Slavery;  but  let  us 
have  one  or  two  battles,  and  get  our  blood  exci- 
ted, and  we  shall  not  cmly  not  restore  any  more 
slaves,  but  shall  proclaim  freedom  wherever  we 
go.  And  it  seems  to  me  almost  judieial  blind- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  South  that  they  do  not 
see  that  this  must  be  the  inevitable  result,  if 
the  oonteet  is  prelooged.'* 
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timt  the  alternatiye  of  conceded  Dis- 
union or  constrained  Emancipation 
might  jet  b6  avoided.  His  first  An- 
nual Message  ^  cautiously  avoided  the 
subject;  but  proposed  a  systematic 
colonization — in  some  territory  to  be 
acquired  outside  of  the  present  limits 
of  our  country — of  those  Blacks  who 
had  already,  or  might  thereafter,  be- 
come free  in  consequence  of  the  war. 
He  cooUy  added : 

"It  might  be  well  to  consider,  too, 
whether  the  free  colored  people  already  in 
the  United  States  conld  not,  so  far  as  indi- 
viduab  maj  desire,  be  indnded  in  such  colo- 
nization." 

Congress  acceded  to  this,  so  far  as 
to  appropriate  $100,000  in  aid  of  the 
colonization  as  aforesaid  of  the  freed- 
men  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  sum,  or  most  of  it,  was  duly 
squandered — to  the  satisfaction  of  cer- 
tain speculators,  and  the  intense,  pro- 
tracted misery  of  a  few  deluded 
Blacks,  who  were  taken  to  a  wretch- 
ed sand-spit,  known  as  Cow  Island, 
on  the  coast  of  Hayti,  and  kept  there 
80  long  as  they  could  be :  and  this  was 
the  practical  finale  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion project. 

The  XXXVUth  Congress  having 
convened  *  for  its  second  (or  first  r^- 
ular)  session.  Gen.  Wilson,  of  Mass., 
gave*  notice  in  Senate  of  a  bill  to 
punish  officers  and  privates  of  our 
armies  for  arresting,  detaining,  or  de- 
livering persons  claimed  as  fugitive 
slaves ;  and  Mr.  O.  Lovejoy,  of  HI., 
simultaneously  introduced  a  bill  of 
like  tenor  in  the  House.  Mr.  Wilson 
submitted  his  bill  on  the  23d ;  a  re- 
solve to  the  same  efiect  having  been 
submitted  by  Mr.  Sumner  six  days 
before;  as  one  of  like  nature  was 
this  day  laid  before  the  House  by 


Mr.  James  F.  Wilson,  of  Iowa.  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Mass.,  soon  reported^  his 
bill ;  of  which  he  pressed  the  consid- 
eration ten  days  afterward;  but  it 
was  resisted  with  great  ingenuity  and 
earnestness  by  all  the  Opposition  and 
by  a  few  of  the  more  conservative 
Administration  Senators.  Other  bills 
having  obtained  precedence  in  the 
Senate,  Mr.  F.  P.  Blair  reported  *  to 
the  House  from  its  Military  Commit- 
tee, an  additional  Article  of  War,  as, 
follows : 

"  All  officers  are  prohibited  from  emploj- 
ing  any  of  the  forces  under  their  respective 
commands  for  the  purpose  of  retoming  fn- 
gitives  from  service  or  labor  who  maj  have^ 
escaped  from  any  persons  to  whom  such  ser« 
vice  or  labor  is  claimed  to  be  due.  Aujr 
officer  who  shall  be  found  guilty  by  courts 
martial  of  violating  this  article  shall  be  disr> 
missed  from  the  service." 

This  bill  was  strenuously  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Mallory  and  Wickliff%, 
of  Kentucky,  as  also  by  Mr.  Yal- 
landigham,  Of  Ohio,  while  ably 
advocated  by  Mr.  Bingham,  of  Ohio 
and  passed  by  a  (substantially)  party 
vote;  Yeas  83;  Nays  44.  Having 
been  received  by  the  Senate  and  re- 
ferred to  its  Military  Committee,  il 
was  duly  reported*  therefrom  by  Mr.. 
H.  Wilson ;  vehemently  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Garret  Davis,  of  Ky.,  Carlile,. 
of  Va.,  Saulsbury,  of  Del.,  and  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Wilson,  of  Mass., 
Howard,  of  Michigan,  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  McDougall,  ©f  Cal.,  and  An-^ 
thony,  of  R.  I.,  and  passed :"  Yeas 
29 ;  Nays  9 — a  party  vote,  save  that 
Mr.  McDougall,  of  Cal.^,  voted  Yea.. 
The  bill  thus  enacted  was  approved 
by  the  President,  March  13th,  1863. 

Gen.  Wilson,  upon  evidence  that 
the  above  act  was  inadequate  to  re- 
strain the  negro-catching  propensitiea 
of  some  officers  in  the  service,  pro- 


«Dec.3,1861.    *  Dec.  2, 1861.    'Dec.  4.      'Jan.  6, 1863.    'S^U  S5.    *ICaroh4.    ^*MaiohlO. 
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posed"  furtlier  action  to  the  same 

end ;  and  the  Senate  considered  "  his 

resolution  of  inquiry.    Mr.  Grimes, 

of  Iowa,  in  mipporting  it,  made  a 

statement  as  follows : 

"In  the  mcmth  of  February  Uwt,  an 
offloer  of  the  8d  regiment  of  Iowa  infantry, 
stationed  at  a  small  town  in  Missoari,  sac- 
oeeded  in  capturing  several  Rebel  bridge- 
burners,  and  some  recruiting  officers  be- 
longing to  Price^s  army.  The  information 
that  led  to  their  capture  was  furnished  by 
two  or  three  remarkably  shrewd  and  •intelli- 
gent slaves,  claimed  by  a  Lt. -Colonel  in  the 
^bel  army.  Shortly  afterward,  the  master 
dispatched  an  agent,  with  instructions  to 
seize  the  slaves,  and  convey  tiiem  within 
the  Rebel  lines:  whereupon,  tiie  Iowa  officer 
seized  them,  and  reported  the  circumstances 
to  headquarters.  The  slaves,  soon  under- 
standing the  Ml  import  of  Gen.  Halleok^s 
celebrated  Order  No.  8,  two  of  them  attempt- 
ed an  escape.  This  was  regarded  as  an  unpar- 
donable sin.  The  Iowa  officer  was  imme- 
diately placed  under  arrest ;  and  a  defcach- 
ment  of  the  Missouri  State  Militia — ^men  in 
the  pay  of  this  Government,  and  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Halleck — were  sent  in  pur- 
suit ofthe  fugitives.  The  hunt  was  successful. 
The  slaves  were  caught,  and  returned  to 
their  traitor  master ;  but  not  until  one  of 
them  had  been  shot  by  order  of  the  soldier 
in  command  of  the  pursuing  party." 

Mr.  Sumner  followed  in  an  able 
speech  in  adrocacj ;  but  the  subject 
was  overlaid  by  others  deemed  more 
urgent ;  and  the  bill  was  not  conclu- 
sively acted  on. 

At  an  early  period  "  of  the  session, 
Gen,  Wilson  had  proposed  a  refer- 
ence of  all  laws  relating  to  persons  of 
color  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  to  the  arr^t  of  fugitives  from 
labor,  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
said  District,  with  instructions  that 
they  consider  the  expediency  of  a 
compensated  Abolition  of  Slavery 
therein ;  and  he  soon  afterward  in- 
troduced" a  bill  of  like  purport; 
which  was  read  twice  and  referred  ** 
to  the  Committee  aforesaid.  Mr. 
Morrill,  of  Maine,  duly  reported** 
from  said  Committee  Gen.  Wilson's 


bill;  which  provided  for  the  Aboli* 
tion  of  Slavery  in  the  District,  and 
the  payment  to  the  masters  from  the 
Treasury  of  an  average  compensation 
of  $300  each  for  the  slaves  thus 
manumitted.  The  bill  was  so  amended 
as  to  abolish  also  the  Black  Laws  of 
said  District.  Mr.  G.  Davis,  of  Ky., 
Tbitterly  opposed  the  bill ;  proposing 
so  to  amend  it  as  to  send  out  of  the 
country  all  persons  freed  thereby ; 
which  was  ardently  supported  by 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Del.  Mr.  Doolittle 
(Repub.),  of  Wise.,  favored  coloniz- 
ing the  freedmen,  but  moved  to  add 
"  with  their  own  consent ;"  which 
prevailed — Teas  23;  Nays  16 — and 
Mr.  Davis's  proposition,  as  thus 
amended,  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote — 19 
to  19;  and  the  emancipating  bill — 
after  having  been  ably  supported  by 
Messrs.  Wilmot,  of  Pa.,  Hale^  of 
N.  H.,  Pomeroy,  of  Kansas  (against 
paying  the  masters).  King,  of  N.  T., 
Wilson,  of  Mass.,  Harlan,  of  Iowa, 
Wilkinson,  of  Minn.,  Sunmer,  of 
Mass.,  Fes^nden,  of  Maine,  Brown* 
ing,  of  IlL,  and  Morrill,  of  Maine, 
and  further  opposed  by  MesBi^ 
Wright  (Union),  of  Ind.,  Willey,  of 
West  Va.  (who  wished  the  question 
of  Emancipation  submitted  to  a  pop- 
ular vote  of  the  District),  Kennedy, 
of  Md.,  McDougall,  of  Cal.,  and 
Bayard,  of  DeL-^was  passed :"  Yeas 
29  ;  Nays  14 — as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Browning, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Collamer,  IMxon,  Doolit- 
tle, Fessenden,  Foot,  Foster,  Grimes,  Hale, 
Harlan,  Harris,  Howard,  Howe,  King,  Lane, 
of  Ind.,  Lane,  of  Kansas,  Morrill,  Pomeroy, 
Sherman,  Sumner^^Ten  Eyck,  Trumbull, 
Wade,  Wilkinson,  Wilmot,  and  Wilson,  of 
Mass.— 29. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Carlile,  Davis, 
Henderson,  Kennedy,  Latham,  McDouffall, 
Nesmlth,  Powell,  Sanlsbnry,  Stark,  Willey, 
Wilson,  of  Mo.,  and  Wright— 14. 


**Aiwa3.     "April  14.      *»Dw,14.     »*Deal6.      »Dea22.      »«Feb.lX      "AprUS. 
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This  bin  having  reached  the 
Honsei  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pa.,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved"  the 
laying  aside  successively  of  each  bill 
preceding  it  on  the  csdendar,  and 
thns  reached  this  one;  which  was 
taken  np  and  debated  by  Judge 
Thomas,  of  Mass.,  and  Mr.  Crittenden, 
of  Ky.,  in  opposition.  Mr.  Stevens 
tried  to  close  the  debate  next  day, 
but  failed ;  and  the  \A\l  was  advoca- 
ted by  Messrs.  F.  P.  Blair,  of  Mo., 
Bingham,  Blake,  Riddle,  Ashley,  and 
Hutchins,  of  Ohio,  Rollins,  of  N.  H., 
and  Van  Horn,  of  N.  T.  Mr.  Ste- 
vens at  length  induced  the  Commit- 
tee to  rise  and  report  the  bill ;  when 
the  measure  was  further  opposed  by 
Messrs.  H.  BJ  Wright,  of  Pa.,  Wads- 
worth,  Harding,  Menzies,  and  Wick- 
h'flTe,  of  Ky.,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
Hickman,  of  Pa.,  Train,  of  Mass., 
Lovejoy,  of  111.,  Dunn,  of  Ind.,  Cox 
and  Vallandigham,  of  Ohio;  and 
passed  under  the  Previous  Question : 
Yeas  92;  Nays  39.  [Messrs.  G.  H. 
Browne,  of  R.  I.,  English,  of  Conn., 
Haight  and  Odell,of  N.  Y.,  Sheffield, 
of  R.  L,  and  B.  F.  Thomas,  of  Mass., 
voted  Yea  with  the  Republicans; 
while  Messrs.  J.  B.  Blair  and  Wm. 
G.  Brown,  of  Va.,  James  S.  Rollins, 
of  Mo.,  and  Francis  Thomas,  of  Md., 
voted  Nay  with  the  Democrats  and 
Kentuckians.]  The  bill,  thus  passed 
on  the  11th,  was  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  16th  of  April,  1862." 


President  Lincoln  made  his  first 
overt,  yet    cautious,   demonstration 


against  Slavery  as  the  main  cause  of 
our  subsisting  troubles  in  a  Special 
Message,"  which  proposed  that  the 
Houses  of  Congress  should  unite  in 
adopting  this  joint  resolution : 

^' Boohed,  That  the  United  Stfttes,  in  or- 
der to  c5operate  with  any  State  which  raajr 
adopt  gradual  abolition  of  Slavery,  give  to 
anch  State  pecuniary  aid,  to  be  used  by  such 
State,  in  its  discretion,  to  compensate  it  for 
the  inconvenience,  public  and  private,  pro- 
duced by  such  change  of  system." 

This  propositioii  he  coipniended  in 
these  guarded  and  deferential  terms : 

"  If  the  proposition  contained  in  the  reso- 
Intion  does  not  meet  the  approval  of  Con- 
gress and  the  country,  there  is  an  end  of  it. 
But,  if  it  does  command  such  approval,  I 
deem  it  of  importance  that  the  States  and 
people  immediately  interested  should  be  at 
once  distinctly  notified  of  the  fact,  so  tliat 
they  may  begin  to  consider  whether  to 
accept  or  reject  it 

"The  Federal  Government  would  find 
its  highest  interest  in  such  a  measure,  as 
one  of  the  most  important  means  of  self- 
preservation.  The  leaders  of  the  existing 
Kebellion  entertain  the  hope  that  this*  Gov- 
ernment will  ultimately  be  forced  to  ac- 
knowled^  the  independence  of  some  part 
of  the  disaffected  region,  and  that  all  the 
Slave  States  north  of  such  part  will  then 
say,  '  The  Union  for  which  we  have  strug- 
gled being  already  gone,  we  now  choose  to 
go  with  the  Southern  section.'  To  deprive 
them  of  this  hope  substantially  ends  the 
Rebellion ;  and  the  initiation  of  Emancipa- 
tion deprives  them  of  it,  and  of  all  the  States 
initiating  it. 

''The  point  is  not  that  all  the  States  tol- 
erating Slavery  would  very  soon,  if  at  all, 
initiate  Emancipation ;  but,  while  the  offer 
is  eaually  made  to  all,  the  more  Northern 
shall,  by  such  initiation,  make  it  certain  to 
the  more  Southern  that  in  no  event  will  the 
former  ever  join  the  latter  in  their  proposed 
Confederacy.  *  ♦  *  While  it  is  true  that 
the  adoption  of  the  proposed  resolution 
would  be  merely  initiatory,  and  not  within 
itself  a  practical  measure,  it  is  recommended 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  soon  lead  to  im- 
portant practical  results.  In  full  view  of 
my  great  responsibility  to  my  God  and  to 


"AprillO. 

*  Some  of  the  anomalies  of  the  slaveholding 
system  were  brought  to  light  in  Che  execution 
of  this  measure.  For  instance:  while  it  had 
long  been  usual  for  White  m'en  to  sell  their 
parti-colored  diildren,  there  were  no  known 
precedents  (br  a  like  thrifty  procedure  on  the 


part  of  Blacks;  but  U.  S.  Treasurer  Spinner 
was  waited  on  by  a  District  negro  (free^  who 
had  bought  and  paid  for  his  (slave)  vnfb,  and 
who  required  payment  not  mly  for  her  but  for 
their  half-doeen  children— all  his  legal  and  saW 
ble  chattels — and  the  daim  could  not  be  disak 
lowed.  **  March  6,  1862. 
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mj  coantry,  I  aaniastlj  beg  the  attention 
of  Gongreas  and  the  people  to  the  sub- 
ject." 

Mr,  Steyeng,  of  Pa.,  having  moved 
and  carried  a  reference  of  this  Mes- 
sage by  the  House  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union, 
and  Mr.  R.  Conkling,  of  N.  T.,  hav- 
ing moved"  the  resolve  above  recom- 
mended, a  debate  sprung  up  thereon ; 
which  is  notable  only  as  developing 
the  repugnance  of  the  Unionists  of  the 
Border  Slave  States,  with  that  of  the 
Democrats  of  all  the  States,  to  com- 
pensated or  any  other  Emancipation. 
Messrs.  Wadsworth,  Mallory,  Wick- 
liflfe,and  Crittenden,  of  Ky.,  and  Cris- 
field,  of  Md.,  spoke  for  the  former ; 
Messrs.  Richardson,  of  HI.,  Yoorhees, 
of  Ind.,  Biddle,  of  Pa.,  for  the  lat- 
ter. All  the  Republicans  who  spoke 
supported  the  proposition;  though 
Messrs.  Stevens  and  Hickman,  of  Pa., 
characterized  it  as  timid,  temporizing, 
and  of  small  account.  It  passed  the 
House"  by  89  Teas  (Republicans, 
West  Virginians,  and  a  few  others 
not  strictly  partisans)  to  31  Nays  (in- 
cluding <>isiield,  Leary,  and  Francis 
Thomas,  of  Md.,  with  Crittenden, 
Dunlap,  Harding,  Wadsworth,  and 
WickliflFe,  of  Ky. — the  rest  Demo- 
crats). 

The  resolve  having  reached  the 
Senate  and  been  duly  referred,  Mr. 
Trumbull,  of  111.,  reported"  it  favo- 
rably from  Ihe  Judiciary  Committee ; 
when,  on  its  coming  up,"  it  was 
fiercely  assailed  by  Mr.  Saulsbury, 
of  Delaware,  and  more  temperately 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Willey,  of  Va., 
McDougall  and  Latham,  of  Cal.,  and 
Powell,  of  Ky.  Mr.  Henderson,  of 
Mo.,  supported  it,  and  thenceforward 
acted  as  an  emancipationist.    Messrs. 


Sherman,  of  Ohio,  Doolittle,  of 
Wise.,  Browning,  of  HL,  and  Mor- 
rill, of  Maine,  also  advocated  the 
measure;  and  it  passed" — Yeas  82 
(including  Davis,  of  Ky.,  Henderson, 
of  Mo.,  Thomson  [Dem.],  of  N.  J^ 
and  Willey,  of  Va.) ;  Nays — Messrs. 
Bayard  and  Saulsbury,  of  Del.,  Ken- 
nedy, of  Md.,  Carlile,  of  Va.,  Powell, 
of  Ky.,  Wilson,  of  Mo.,  Wright,  of 
N.  J.,  Latham,  of  CaL,  Nesmith  and 
Stark,  of  Oregon.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  a  majority  of  these  Nays  were 
the  votes  of  Senators  from  Border 
States,  to  which  it  proffered  comp^i- 
sati<m  for  their  slaves,  all  whom  have 
since  been  freed  without  compensa- 
tion. The  President  of  course  ap- 
proved" the  measure;*  but  no  single 
Slave  State  ever  claimed  its  benefits ; 
audits  only  use  inhered  in  its  demon- 
stration of  the  willingness  of  the 
Unionists  to  increase  their  already 
heavy  burdens  to  pay  for  the  slaves 
of  the  Border  States — a  willingness 
which  the  infatuation  of  the  ruling 
class  in  those  States  rendered  abor- 
tive, save  in  its  inevitable  tendency 
to  soften  prejudice  and  reconcile  the 
minds  of  loyal  slaveholders  to  a  social 
revolution  fast  becoming  inevitable. 


Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass.,  having  giv- 
en notice  "  of  a  joint  resolve  granting 
aid  to  the  States  of  Delaware  and 
Maryland  to  emancipate  their  slaves, 
Mr.  Saulsbury,  of  Del.,  objected  to 
its  consideration;  and  it  lay  over. 
When  called  up,"  he  declared  his  in- 
flexible hostility  to  it,  and  his  pur- 
pose to  interpose  every  available 
obstacle  to  its  passage.  It  was  intro- 
duced, however,  and  had  its  first  read- 
ing; but  was  not  again  taken  up. 
Soon,  however,  Mr.  White,  of  IndL, 


«Mftr.lO.    "Mat.lL    •Mar.BO.    ••MsL^    •A|iiv2.    "Apr.XO.    " Mar. 7,  i86S.    "lUr.lO. 
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propoeed**  a  more  oomprdieaftiye 
measure;  contemplating  the  gradual 
extinguishment,  at  the  National  cost, 
of  Slavery  in  all  the  Border  Slave 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  nine.  Mr.  Mal- 
lory,  of  Ky,,  moved  that  this  propo- 
sition do  lie  on  the  table;  which 
failed:  Yeas  51;  Nays  68;  and  it  then 
prevailed :  Yeas  67 ;  Nays  52. 

The  Committee  having  been  ap- 
pointed,**  Mr.  White  reported  "  there- 
from a  bill  offering  $300  per  head 
from  the  Treasury  for  the  l^al  eman- 
cipation of  the  slaves  of  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Missouri,  or  either  of 
them.  The  bill  was  conmdtted,  but 
not  acted  on; 'having  been  reported 
too  near  the  dose  of  the  Session. 
Next  winter,  Mr.  Henderson,"  in  the 
Senate,  and  if  r.  Noell,"  in  the  House, 
submitted  bills  of  similar  tenor,  pro- 
viding for  compensated  emancipation 
in  Missouri  alone.  Each  encountered 
a  bitter  opposition  from  the  Demo- 
cratic and  most  of  the  Border-State 
Members;  but  Mr.  NoelPs  finally 
passed  "  the  House— Yeas  73 ;  Nays 
46.  The  Senate  acted  on  Mr.  Hen- 
derson's bill,  which  provided  only  for 
very  Gradual  Emancipation — ^he  de- 
claring that  if  Congress  should  offer 
his  State  $10,000,000  for  an  act  of 
Immediate  Abolition,  he  would  op- 
pose its  acceptance.  The  Senate  de- 
bated hotly  and  tediously  the  rival 
advantages  of  Immediate  and  Grad- 
ual Emancipation:  the  Democrats 
opposing  both,  but  inclining  the  scale 
in  favor  of  the  latter;  which  pre- 
vailed—26  to  11— and  in  this  shape 
the  bill  ^passed:"  Yeas  23;  Nays  18. 
On  reaching  the  House,  it  was  re- 


"  April  7.        "April  14.        "Ji47ie. 


ferred— Yeas  81;  Nays  51 — ^to  the 
Select  Committee  aforesaid;  which 
was  only  enabled  to  perfect  it  on  the  , 
last  **  day  of  the  session ;  when  the 
Hoose  refused — Yeas  63 ;  Nays  67 — 
to  suspend  the  rules  in  favor  of  its 
immediate  consideration,  which  re* 
quired  a  vote  of  two-thirds.  So  per- 
ished the  last  effort  to  compensate  the 
loyal  States  for  the  Emancipation  of 
their  Slaves — the  Democrats  and  all 
the  Border-State  members  who  were 
not  firiends  of  the  Administration 
unanimously  resisting  it  in  every 
shape  and  to  the  extent  of  their  pow- 
er.   

We  have  seen  "  that  the  XXXVItii 
Congress,  after  it  had  become  Be- 
publican  through  the  withdrawal  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Oulf 
States,  organized  the  new  Territories 
of  Colorado,  Nevada,  and  Dakotah, 
by  acts  which  maintained  a  profound 
sUence  with  regard  to  Slavery.  The 
hope  of  thus  winning  a  portion  of  the 
slaveholding  interest  to  active  loyalty 
in  the  approaching  struggle  having 
been  disappointed,  Mr.  Arnold,  of 
111.,  submitted  *'  to  the  next  House  a 
bill  abolishing  and  prohibiting  Slav- 
ery in  every  Territoiy  of  the  Union ; 
which  Mr.  Lovejoy,  of  HL,  duly  re- 
ported ••  and  pressed  to  a  vote ;  ulti- 
mately modifying  the  bill  so  as  to 
read  as  follows : 

*"  An  Act  to  Meor*  freedom  to  all  penoM  withia  tk« 
Territories  ct  the  Uoited  States ; 

'*  To  the  end  that  freedom  maj  be  and 
remain  forever  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
land  in  all  places  whatsoever,  so  fiir  as  it 
lies  within  the  power  or  depends  npon  the 
action  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
8tates  to  make  it  so,  therefore — 

'^£e  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  Slavery  or  in- 
voluntary servitude,  in  all  oases  whatsoever 
(other  than  in  the  punishment  of  crime, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed), shall  henceforth  cease,  and  be  pro- 

"Feb.12,1863.    "MarohS.  "VoLL,p.8«8. 
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hibited  forerer,  in  all  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  now  existing,  or  hereafter  to 
be  formed  or  acquired  in  any  way." 

No  measure  of  the  session  was  more 
vehemently  opposed,  not  only  by  the 
Democrats  without  exception,  but  by 
the  Border-State  Unionists  with  equal 
zeal  and  unftnimity ;  even  Mr.  Fish- 
er, of  DeL,  denouncing  it,  though  he 
did  not  vote  on  the  final  passage. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  stigmatized  it  in 
debate  as  "  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of 
Secession  and  Jeff.  Davis."  Mr. 
Crisfield,  of  Md.,  characterized  it  as 
**  a  piBtlpable  violation  of  tiie  rights  of 
the  States,  and  an  unwarrantable  in- 
terference with  private  property — a 
fraud  upon  the  States  which  have 
i;ifiade  cessiona  of  land  to  this  Govem- 
Vient,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
and  a  breach  of  the  pledges  which 
brougbt  the  dominant  [Republican] 
party  into  power  " — "  a  usurpation  " 
— "  destructive  of  the  good  of  the 
country,"  &c.,  Ac.  Judge  Thomas, 
of  Mass.,  held  that  Congress  could 
not  warrantably  pass  this  act  without 
providing  compensation  for  slave- 
holders in  the  Territories.  Messrs. 
Bingham,  of  Ohio,  Stevens  and  Kel- 
ley,  of  Pa.,  R.  Oonkling  and  Diven, 
of  N.  T.,  Arnold  tad  Lovejoy,  of  111., 
and  others,  defended  jthe  biU,  and  it 
passed,^  under  the  Previous  Question: 
Teas,85  (all  Republicans  but  Sheflield, 
of  R  I.,  and  Judge  Thomas,  of  Mass. 
— ^to  me^  whose  objections  the  origi- 
nal bill  had  been  modified) :  Nays,  50  : 
eompoaed  of  all  the  D^nocrats  and 
Border-State  Unionists  who  voted, 
including  Messrs.  Calvert,  Crisfield, 
Leary,  Francis  Thomas,  and  Webster, 
of  Md.,  J.  B.  Blair,  Wm.  O.  Brown, 
and  Segar,  of  Va.,  Casey,  Crittenden, 
Duplap,  Orider,  Harding,  MallcMy, 


*•  May  1  J.     «  Maj  16.     «  June  9. 
«•  June  It.    *•  June  1». 


Menzies,  Wadsworth,  andWickliffe,  of 

Ey.,Clements  and  Maynard,of  Tenn., 

Hall,Noell,  and  J.  S.  Phelps,  of  Mo.— 

22  of  the  60  from  Border  Slave  States. 

The  bill  havingreadied  the  Senate, 

it  was  reported**  by  Mr.  Brovoiing, 

of  Illinois,  substituting  for  the  terms 

above  cited  the  following : 

*'  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  th\B 
act,  there  shall  he  neither  Slaverj  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  any  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  now  existing,  or  which 
may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  formed  or  l^^- 
quired  by  the  United  States,  oUierwise  than 
in  punishment  of  crime,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted." 

In  this  shape  it  passed :  ^  Yeas  28 
(all  Republicans) ;  Nays  10  (all  Op- 
position) ;  and  the  House  ccmcurred  ^ 
in  the  Senate's  amendment — Yeas 
72 ;  Nays  88 — and  the  bill,  being  ap- 
proved" by  the  President,  became 
henceforth  and  evennore  the  law  of 
the  land.  

The  policy  of  confiscating  or  eman- 
cipating tiie  slaves  of  those  engaged 
in  the  Rebellion  was  very  cautiously 
and  timidly  approached  at  the  first  ** 
or  extra  session  of  tiiis  Congrees. 
Very  early  in  the  ^isuing  session,  it 
was  again  suggested  in  the  Senate  by 
Mr.  Trumbull,"  of  Illinois,  and  in  the 
House  by  Mr.  Eliot,"  of  Mass. 

At  the  former  session.  Congress 
had  ventured  only  to  direct  the  con- 
fiscation of  the  right  or  property 
of  masters  in  such  slaves  as  those 
masters  permitted  or  directed  to  la- 
bor on  fortifications  or  other  works 
designed  to  aid  the  Rebellion;  but 
now,  a  bolder  and  more  sweeping 
measure  was  deemed  requisite.  Mr. 
Eliot's  joint  resolve — after  disclaim- 
ing aU  right  to  interfere  with  the  in- 
ternal affairs  and  institutions  of  loyal 
States  in  peace — affirmed  that  the  ex- 


**  See  Vol  L,  chap,  iixiv.,  particalaiiy  page 
66»-ta         *•  Dea  6,  IHh        «  Dec,  2,  186L 
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fating  war  innst  be  proBecuted  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  war,  and 

"That,  therefore,  we  do  hereby  dechjre 
that  the  President,  as  the  Oomraander-in- 
chief  of  our  army,  and  the  officers  in  com- 
mand nnd^r  him,  have  the  riffht  to  eman- 
cipate all  persons  held  as  slaves  in  any 
military  district  in  a  state  of  insurrection 
against  the  National  Government;  and  that 
we  respectfolly  advise  that  such  order  of 
£mancipation  be  issued,  whenever  the  same 
will  avail  to  weaken  the  power  of  the  Reb- 
els in  arms,  or  to  strengthen  the  military 
I)ower  of  tlie  loyal  forces." 

Mr.  Trumbull  proposed  to  enact 
that  the  slaves  of  all  persons  who 
shall  take  up  c^rms  against  the  XTni- 
ted  States,  or  in  any  manner  aid  or 
abet  the  existing  Eebellion,  shall 
thereupon  be  discharged  from  service 
or  labor,  and  become  thenceforth  for- 
ever free  ;  any  existing  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

These  propositions,  with  various 
modifications,  were  vehemently  dis- 
cussed in  either  House,  not  continu- 
ously, but  alternately  with  other 
measures,  nearly  to  the  end  of  that 
long  and  excited  session.  By  friend 
and  foe,  they  were  debated  as  though 
their  success  or  failure  would  decide 
the  issue  of  TJnion  or  Disunion.  By 
all  the  anti-Bepublicans,  and  by  some 
*  of  the  more  conservative  Eepublicaas, 
they  were  denounced  as  utterly,  glar- 
ingly, in  antagonism  to  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  as  calculated  to  ex- 
tinguish the  last  vestige  of  Unionism 
in  Uie  Slave  States,  but  especially  in 
those  that  had  seceded.  Said  Senator 
CJowan,**  of  Pennsylvania : 

^^  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  same  messenger 
who  carries  it  to  the  Sonth  will  come  back 
to  nt  wiik  the  news  of  their  complete  con- 
solidation as  one  man.  We  shall  then  have 
done  that  which  treason  could  not  do :  we 
oonelvei  shall  then  have  dissolved  the 
Union ;  we  shall  have  rent  its  saored  char- 
ter, and  extingnished  the  last  vestige  of  aflfec- 
tion  for  it  in  the  Slave  States  by  our  blind 
and  passionate  foUy." 


In  the  same  sjnrit,  but  more  tem« 
perately,    the  bill  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Browning,  of  IlL,  Willey,  of 
YfL,  Henderson,  of  Mo.,  and  Ool- 
lamer,  of  Vt  (the  first  and  last  Re- 
publicans; the  others  very  decided 
Unionist^  as  well  as  more  unspar- 
ingly by  Messrs.  Gtarret  Davis  and 
Powell,  of  Ky.,  Saulsbury,  of  Del, 
Carlile,  of  Va.,  and  others  of  the 
Opposition ;  while  it  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Trumbull,  of  111.,  Wilson 
and  Sumner,  of  Mass.,  Howard,  of 
Mich.,  Wade  and  Sherman,  ^f  Ohio, 
Morrill    and   Fessendeai,  ^  Maine, 
Clark  and  Hale,  of  N.  H.,  and  nearly 
all  the  more  decided  Eepublicana. 
So  intense  and  formidable  was  the 
resistance  that  the  Senate  at  length^ 
referred  the  bill  to  a  Select  Oonmiit- 
tee  of  seven— Mr.  Clark,  of  N.  H., 
chairman — ^who  duly  reported  ther^ 
fixjm  "  A  bill  to  suppress  Insurrec- 
tion, and  punish  Treason  and  Rebel- 
lion;" wldch  merely  authorized  the 
President,  at  his  discretion,  to  pro- 
claim free  all  slaves  of  persons  who 
shall  be  found  in  arms  against  the 
United  States  thirty  days  after  the 
issue  of  such  proclamation.    On  this 
bill  being  taken  up,**  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Ky.,  tried  to   have  it  so  amended 
that  the  said  slaves,  instead  of  being 
freed,  should  be  sold  and  the  pro- 
ceeds put  into  the  Treasury;   but 
only  seven  Senators  were  found  suffi- 
ciently Democratic  to  sustain  that 
proposition.    He  next  proposed  that 
no    slave    should   be   emancipated 
under  this  act,  until  he  should  be  on 
his  way  to   be  colonized  at  some 
point  outside  of  the  P'nited  States : 
which  propositicm  reedved  but  six 
votes.    Here   the    Senate  bill  was 
dropped,  in  deference  to  the  action 


'  JBeoted  as  a  BepubUcaa  in  1861. 


<*  Migr  6,  1863. 
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of  the  Honse;  in  which,  after  a  long, 
arduoofi,  doubtful  struggle,  during 
which  Mr.  Eliot's  resolve  was  refer- 
red to  the  Judiciary  Committee  and 
rejwrted  against "  by  Mr.  Hickman, 
of  Pa.,  its  Chairman — ^^  because  the 
President  has  all  power  noifj" — it  had 
been  referred  "  to  a  Select  Committee 
of  seven,  whereof  Mr.  Sedgwick,  of 
N.  T.,  was  Chairman ;  whence  Mr. 
Eliot,  of  Mass.,  reported  *•  two  bills, 
one  providing  for  confiscating  the 
property,  the  other  for  emancipating 
the  slaves,  of  persistent  Rebels; 
whereupon  debate  was  renewed  and 
continued  for  days— every  Democrat 
and  nearly  every  Border-State  mem- 
ber resisting  Emancipation  as  ruinous 
to  the  National  cause.  Said  Mr.  W. 
S.  Holman,  of  Ind.  (one  of  the  most 
loyal  and  non-partisan  of  those  elected 
as  Democrats) : 

"  I  have  snpported,  Sir,  and  will  atill  rap- 
port, every  Just  measure  of  this  Administra- 
tion to  restore  the  Union.  No  partisan  in- 
terest shall  control  me  when  the  Repuhlic  is 
in  danger.  I  place  the  interest  of  raj  coun- 
try far  ahove  every  other  interest.  I  will 
make  any  sacrifice  to  uphold  the  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  will  not  be  deterred  fh>m  con- 
demning, at  this  time,  this  or  any  other 
series  of  measures — the  offspring  of  mis- 

r'ded  zeal  autt  passion,  or  of  want  of  faith 
our  people— whi^h  tends  to  defeat  the 
hope  of  a  restoration  of  the  Union.  The 
citizen  soldier,  stricken  down  in  battle  or 
worn  out  by  the  weary  march,  falls  a  will- 
ing sacrifice  for  the  Oonstitution  of  his  coun- 
try, and  his  dying  eyes  light  up  with  hope 
as  they  catch  the  gleam  of  its  starry  sym- 
bol ;  while  we  deliberate  on  mearares  which 
would  overthrow  the  one,  and  blot  out  the 
stars  from  the  other." 

Said  Jndge  Thomas  (Conservative), 
of  Massachusetts : 

*'  That  the  bills  before  the  House  are  in 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of  the 
Constitution,  I  can  not— I  say  it  with  all 
deference  to  others — I  can  not  entertain  a 
doubt.  My  path  of  duty  is  plain.  The  duty 
of  obedience  to  that  OonsUtution  was  never 
more  imperative  than  now.  I  am  not  dis-  i 
posed  to  deny  that  I  have  for  it  a  rapersti- 

•*  Maroh  20,  ISSIT  "AprUaa. 


tions  reverence.  I  have  'worshiped  it  from 
my  forefathers.*  In.  the  school  of  rigid  dis- 
cipline by  which  we  were  prepared  for  it,  in 
the  struggles  out  of  which  it  was  born,  the 
seven  years  of  bitter  conflict,  and  the  seven 
darker  years  in  which  that  conflict  seemed 
to  be  fruitless  of  good ;  in  the  wisdom  with 
which  it  was  constructed  and  flrst  adminis- 
tered and  set  in  motion ;  in  the  beneficent 
Government  it  has  secured  for  more  than 
two  generations;  in  the  blessed  influences 
it  has  exerted  upon  the  cause  of  Freedom 
and  Humanity  the  world  over,  I  can  not  fail 
to  recognize  the  hand  of  a  gliding  and  lov- 
ing Providence.  But  not  for  the  blessed 
memories  of  the  past  only  do  I  cling  to  it. 
He  must  be  blinded  *  widfi  excess  of  light,' 
or  with  the  want  of  it,  who  does  not  see 
that  to  this  nation,  trembling  on  the  verge 
of  dissolution,  it  is  the  only  posdble  bond  of 
unity." 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  asked : 

'*  Must  these  Northern  fanatics  be  sated 
with  negroes,  taxes,  and  blood,  with  division 
North  and  devastation  South,  and  peril  to 
constitutional  liberty  everywhere,  before  re- 
lief shall  come?  They  will  not  halt  until 
their  darling  schemes  are  consummated. 
History  tells  us  that  such  zealots  do  not  and 
can  not  go  backward." 

Said  Mr.  John  Law,  of  Indiana  : 
"The  man  who  dreams  of  closing  the 
present  unhappy  contest  by  reconstructing 
this  Union  upon  any  other  basis  than  that 
prescribed  by  our  fathers,  in  the  compact 
fonned  by  them,  is  a  madman — ^ay,  worse, 
a  traitor — and  should  be  hung  as  high  as 
Haman.  Sir,  pass  these  acts,  couflscate  un- 
der these  bills  the  property  of  these  men, 
emancipate  their  negroes,  place  arms  in  the 
hands  of  these  human  gorillas,  to  murder' 
their  masters  and  violate  their  wives  and 
daughters,  and  you  will  have  a  war  such  as 
was  never  witnessed  in  the  worst  days  of 
the  French  Revolution,  and  horrors  never 
exceeded  in  St.  Domingo,  for  the  balance 
of  this  century  at  least." 

Mr.  EHot  closed  the  debate**  in 
an  able  speech  for  the  bills ;  and  the 
Confiscation  bill  was  passed — Yeas 
82;  Nays  68. 

The  Emancipation  biU  was  next 
taken  np ;  when,  after  rejecting  seve- 
ral amendments,  the  vote  was  taken 
on  its  passage,  and  it  was  defeated : 
Yeas  74  (aU  Republicans) ;  Nays  78 — 
fifteen  members  elected  as  Repub- 
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licaQB  voting  Nay,  with  all  the  Demo- 
crats and  all  the  Border-State  men. 
The  Bepublicans  voting  Kay  were 
Messrs*  Dawes  and  Delano,  of  Mass., 
Biven,  of  N.  T.,  Dunn,  of  Ind.,  Fish- 
er, of  Del.,  Horton,  of  Ohio,  Wm. 
Kellc^,  of  111.,  Killinger,  of  Pa., 
Mitchell,  of  Ind.,  Nixon,  of  N.  J., 
Korton,  of  HI.,  Porter,  of  Ind.,  A.  H. 
Kice,  of  Mass.,  Stratton,  of  N.  J., 
and  Train,  of  Mass, 

Mr.  Porter,  of  Ind.,  now  moved  " 
a  reconsideration;  which  narrowly 
escaped  defeat,  on  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Eolman  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table : 
Teas  69 ;  Nays  73.  The  reconsidera- 
tion prevailed  :  Teas  84 ;  Nays  64 : 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  substitute  al- 
ready proposed  by  Mr.  P.,  which  pre- 
vailed— Teas  84 ;  Nays  66 :  and  Mr. 
^  Eliot  again  reported  **  a  bill  eman- 
*cipating  the  slaves  of  certain  specified 
classes  of  prominent  Bebels,  and  also 
of  all  persons  who  shall  continue  in 
armed  rebellion  sixty  days  after  the 
President  shall  have  issued  his  proc- 
lamation requiring  them  to  desist 
therefrom.  The  bill  thus  modified 
passed  the  House :  Teas  82 ;  Nays  54. 

The  House  Confiscation  bill  afore- 
said was  taken  up  in  the  Senate  ;*' 
and,  after  debate,  so  amended,"  on 
motion  of  Mr.  CHark,  of  N.  H.,  as  to 
recombine  Emancipation  therewith ; 
when  it  was  passed :  Teas  28 ;  Nays 
13.  The  House  non-concurred  **  in 
this  action :  Teas  8 ;  Nays  124;  where- 
upon, the  Senate  insisted,  and  asked 
a  committee  of  conference;  which 
was  granted;  and  the  Committee •• 
reported  a  bill  which  was  in  sub- 
stance Mr.  Clark's,  providing  for 
both    Confiscation    and   Emancipa* 


tion.  Its  purport  is  that  all  slaves 
of  persons  who  shall  give  aid  or  com- 
fort to  the  Rebellion,  who  shall  take 
refuge  within  the  lines  of  the  army ; 
all  slaves  captured  from  such  persons, 
or  deserted  by  them,  and  coming  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Government ; 
and  all  slaves  of  such  persons  found 
or  being  within  any  place  occupied 
by  Eebel  forces,  and  afterward  occu- 
pied by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States---flhall  be  deemed  captives  of 
war,  and  shall  be  for  ever  free, 
and  not  again  held  as  slaves;  that 
fugitive  slaves  shall  not  be  surren- 
dered to  persons  who  have  given  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  Kebcllion ;  that 
no  i)erson  engaged  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  shall  surrender  fugitive 
slaves,  on  pain  of  being  dismissed 
from  the  service ;  that  the  President 
may  employ  persons  of  African  de- 
scent for  the  suppression  of  the  Re- 
bellion, and  organize  and  use  them 
in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  best 
for  the  public  welfare. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  by  the 
decisive  majority  of  82  Yeas  to  42 
Nays ;  also  the  Senate,  by  27  Teas  to 
12  Nays ;  and,  being  approved  by  the 
President,"  became  the  law  of  the 
land.  

President  Lincoln  having  recom« 
mended,  in  his  first  Annual  Mes- 
sage," the  establishment  of  Diplo- 
matic intercourse  with  the  republics 
of  Hayti  and  Liberia,  Mr.  Sumner 
reported"  to  the  Senate,  from  its  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  a  bill 
for  that  purpose ;  which  in  due  time 
was  taken  up,**  supported  by  its 
author,  opposcwi"  by  Mr.  G.  Davis, 
of  Ky.,  who  proclaimed  his  dis- 
gust at  the  continued  ^^  introduction 
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of  the  subject  of  davee  and  Slavery 
into  this  chamber;^'  though  no  one 
but  himself  had  mention^  either  in 
c(mnection  with  this  measure.  He 
drew  a  ludicrous  picture  of  "a  big 
negro  fellow/'  fantastically  arrayed, 
being  presented  as  Minister  from 
Hayti.  Mr.  Sunmer  rejoined ;  and 
Mr.  Davis's  substitute,  providing  for 
consular  relations  only  with  the  re- 
publics aforesaid,  was  voted  down — 
Yeas  8 ;  Nays  Sl-^and  then  the  bill 
passed :  Yeas  32 ;  Nays  7.  On  readi- 
ing  the  House,  it  was  refared  to  its 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affaurs ;  which 
Committee  was  discharged**  from  its 
further  consideration,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gooch,  of  Mass.,  who  ably  and 
temperately  advocated  its  passage. 
Mr.  Cox,  of  Ohio,  replied,  d  la  Davis ; 
and,  after  further  debate  by  Messrs. 
Fessenden,  of  Maine,  Eliot,  of  Mass., 
McKnight  and  Kelley,  of  Pa.,  and 
Maynard,  of  Tenn.,  in  favor,  and 
Messrs.  Biddle,  of  Pa.,  and  Critten- 
den, of  Ky.,  in  opposition,  it  was 
passed — Yeas  86;  Nays  37 — and, 
being  signed  *^  by  the  President,  be- 
came the  law  of  the  land. 


Previous  to  the  triumph  of  Eman- 
cipation in  the  Federal  District,  there 
was  no  public  provision  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  Blacks,  whether  Ixmd 
or  free ;  and  very  few,  even  of  the 
latter,  received  any  schooling  what- 
ever. The  great  obstacle  to  improve- 
ment having  been  swept  away,  Mr. 
Grimes,  of  Iowa,  submitted  •*  to  th^ 
Senate  a  bill  providing  for  the  edu- 
eaticm  of  colcnred  children  in  the  city 
<rf  Washington ;  prefacing  it  by  a 
statement  that,  whereas  the  number 
of  those  children  was  in  1860  no  less 
than  8,172,  and  while  the  Free  Blacks 


of  the  District  were  taxed  $36,000 
per  annum,  whereof  a  tenth  was  ap- 
propriated to  the  support  of  schods, 
not  one  of  their  children  was  per- 
mitted to  entar  those  schools  or  to 
receive  any  benefit  whatever  from  the 
money  thus  wrested  from  them  by 
law  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  Whites,  many  of  whom  paid 
no  tax  whatever.  His  bill  proposed 
simply  that  the  city  revenue  raised 
for  schools  by  the  taxation  of  Blacks 
should  be  devoted  to  the  education 
of  their  own  children,  and  not  those 
of  the  Whites. 

This  biU  having  been  referred  to 
and  reported  ••  from  the  District  Com- 
mittee, it  was  tiUcen  up,'*  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Grimes;  and  certain  non- 
essential amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee agreed  ta  Mr.  Wilson,  of 
Mass.,  then  moved  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  follows :  \\ 

'*  That  all  penons  of  color  in  the  District 
of  Colombia,  or  within  ihe  corporate  limita 
of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  George- 
town, shall  be  snbjeot  and  amenable  to  the 
same  laws  and  ordinances  to  which  free 
White  persons  are  or  roaj  be  sulgect  or 
amenable ;  that  thej  shall  be  tried  for  an j 
offianses  against  the  laws  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  free  White  persons  are  or  maj  be 
tried  for  the  same  offenses ;  and  that,  upon 
being  legallj  convicted  of  any  crime  or 
offense  against  anj  law  or  ordinance,  snch 
persons  of  color  shall  be  liable  to  such 
penalty  or  punishment,  and  only  snch,  as 
wonld  be  imposed  or  inflicted  upon  free 
White  persons  for  the  same  crime  or  offense ; 
and  all  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby 
repealed." 

This  important  amendment  pre- 
vailed ;  and  the  bill,  thus  improved, 
passed :"  Yeas  29 ;  Nays  7.  Reach- 
ing the  House,  it  was  iJiere  referred 
to  its  District  Oommittee ;  reported** 
therefrom  without  amendment,  bj 
Mr.  Rollins,  of  N.  H.,  and,  on  his 
motion,  passed,  mider  the  Previous 
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Qaestion^  without  a  call  of  the  Yeas 
and  Nays.  It  received  the  President's 
signature  on  the  21st.  Bills  making 
further  and  better  provision  for  the 
education  of  colored  children  were 
matured  and  enacted  in  the  course  of 
that  and  the  two  following  sessions. 


A  treaty  between  the  Great  Pow- 
ers of  Western  Europe,  intended  to 
provide  for  the  more  effectual  sup- 
pression of  the  African  Slave-Trade, 
was  matured  and  signed  at  Paris  in 
1841.  It  necessarily  accorded  a  qual- 
ified reciprocal  right  to  search  sus- 
pected cruisers  to  the  National  ves- 
sels of  the  subscribii^  parties.  Geu. 
Oafls,  then  our  Envoy  at  Paris,  and  a 
pitwpective  candidate  f(»*  President, 
resifltod  and  defeated  the  accession  of 
our  Government  to  tiiis  most  right- 
eous and  necessary  increase  of  power 
to  the  international  police  of  the 
ocean,  and  earned  thereby  the  quali- 
fied approbation  of  the  Slave  Power ; 
as  was  evinced  in  the  Presidential  el^c- 
Hoa  of  1848.  A  similar  treaty  was 
now  negotiated  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain ;  and  a  bill 
designed  to  give  effect  to  its  provisicms 
was  reported^*  to  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Sumner,  considered,  and  passed  :^^ 
Yeas  34 ;  Nays  4.  Xhe  House  con- 
curred ;'*  and  the  bill  became  a 
law/* 


The  first  proposition  looking  to  a 
repeal  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  act  of 
1850  by  the  XXXVIIth  Congrese 
was  made"  by  Mr.  Howe,  of  Wis- 
consin, to  the  Senate;  whereby  it 
was  read  twice,  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary C!ommittee,  and  reported'* 
against  by  Mr.  Ten  Eyck,  of  New 


Jersey.  That  report  killed  it.  But 
Mr.  Wilmot,  of  Pa.,  soon  revived  "* 
the  proposition,  by  a  bill  which  re- 
quired every  person,  who  should  ap- 
ply for  the  legal  process  required  for 
the  arrest  of  a  fugitive  slave,  to  take 
a  stringent  oath  of  loyalty.  The 
ball  fturther  provided  that  each  al- 
leged fugitive  ^all  have  compulsory 
process  against  witnesses  dea^aed  es- 
sential to  his  defense,  and  that  such 
witnesses  should  be  sw<;hii  and  heard, 
irrespective  of  their  color.  Mr.  Wade 
promptly  reported  **  this  bill ;  but  it 
shared  the  fate  of  its  predecessor. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass.,  proposed" 
to  amend  the  bill  of  1850  aforesaid, 
so  as  to  secure  to  every  one  eiUdmed 
as  a  fugitive  slave  a  trial  by  jury ; 
which,  though  once  taken  up" — 
Teas  25;  Nays  10 — lailed  to  com- 
mand the  atteuti<Hi  of  the  Senate. 

Soon  after  the  meeting  <^1^  i^xt 
Congress,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pa.,  sub- 
mitted** to  the  House  a  biU  oontem- 
plating  an  abs(dute  repeal,  not  only 
of  the  act  of  1850,  but  also  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  act  of  1793.  Messrs. 
Adiley,  of  Ohio,  and  Julian,  of  Ind., 
introduced  bills  <^  like  tenor.  Mr. 
JuUqa  further  pnqposed  that  ^  Ju- 
diciary C!ommittee  be  instructed  to 
repc^  a  bill  to  repeal  ihe  most  ob- 
noxious provisions  of  the  acts  iu 
question;  but  this  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Holmui,  of  Ind.,  laid  on  the 
table:  Yeas  82;  Kays  73. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Sumner  next 
introduced*^  a  bill  sweeping  away 
all  slave-catching  by  statute ;  which 
was  referred  to  a  Select  Oonmiittee 
of  seven,  whereof  he  was  Chairmaa^ 
which  had  been  raised  to  consid^  aU 
proportions  affiBcting  Slavi^y.     He 
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K)on  reported*  his  bill,  with  ample 
reasons  for  its  passage — ^Mr.  Bucka- 
lew,  of  Pa.,  making  a  minority  report 
in  opposition.  Mr.  Snmner  persist- 
ently and  saccessfiilly  pressed  the 
consideration  of  his  bill,  offering  not 
to  debate  it ;  and,  after  some  discus- 
sion, the  Senate  adopted**  an  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  Sherman,  of 
Ohio,  excepting  the  act  of  1798  from 
the  contemplated  repeal:  Yeas  24; 
Nays  17.  The  debate  was  still  far- 
ther continued;  bnt  no  final  action 
was  had  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Morris,  of  IST.  T.,  reported" 
from  the  Judiciary  Committee  a  bill 
repeiding  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts 
contemplating  the  rendition  of  fugi- 
tive slaves ;  which  was  debated  with 
great  spirit  by  a  score  of  members — 
Messrs.  Mallory,  of  Ky.,  Cox,  of  Ohio, 
and  others,  opposing  it  as  equivalent 
to  annulling  the  Constitution.  Mr. 
Mallory  observed  that  the  majority 
had  already  crushed  out  the  Union- 
ism of  the  revolted  States,  and  were 
now  extending  the  process  to  that  of 
the  Border  Slave  States,  and  impres- 
sively warned  the  House  to  forbear. 
Finally,  after  having  once  moved  and 
withdrawn  the  Previous  Question,  Mr. 
Morris  moved  it  again  ;**  when  it  pre- 
vailed, and  the  bill  passed  under  it : 
Yeas  88 ;  Nays  57. 

Mr.  Sumner  demanded  "  the  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  in  Senate ;  and  it 
was,  after  a  fiery  debate,  ordered: 
Teas  26 ;  Kays  17.  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Md.,  endeavored  to  save  the  act  of 
1798 ;  but  the  Senate  refused :  Yeas 
17;  Nays  22.  The  bill,  aiter  being 
laid  over  one  day  to  enable  Mr.  Da- 
vis, of  Ky.,  to  make  a  speech  against 
it,  was  passed:**  Yeas  27;  Nays  12 
— ^Messrs.  Cowan,  of  Pa.,  and  Van 


Winkle  and  Willey,  of  West  Va., 
voting  with  the  Opposition.  The 
President's  signature,  five  days  there- 
after, made  it  a  law  of  the  land,  abol- 
ishing for  ever  the  least  creditable 
and  most  disagreeable  function  of  thd 
marshals  of  our  Federal  Courts. 


The  District  of  Columbia  had  beeir 
governed  mainly  by  the  laws  of  the 
States  which  ceded  it;  and  those 
laws  were  framed  in  the  interest  of 
slave-holding.  They  presumed  eve- 
ry colored  person  a  slave  who  could 
not  produce  White  evidence  of  his 
freedom ;  and  there  had  grown  up  in 
Washington  a  practice,  highly  lucra- 
tive to  her  Federal  Marshal,  but 
most  disgraceful  to  the  city  and  Na- 
tion, of  seizing  Blacks  on  the  streets, 
immuring  them  in  the  jail,  advertis- 
ing them,  and  waiting  for  masters  to 
appear,  prove  property,  pay  charges, 
and  take  the  human  chattels  away. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  Marshal,  Col.  Ward  H. 
Lamon,  came  with  him  from  Illinois, 
but  was  a  Yirginian  by  birth,  and  did 
not  revolt  at  the  abundant  and  profi'^ 
table  custom  brought  to  his  shop  by 
the  practice  just  depicted.  Gen. 
Wilson,  of  Mass.,  early**  called  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  pain- 
fdl  subject ;  saying  that  he  had  "  vis- 
ited the  jail;  and  such  a  scene  of 
degradation  and  inhumanity  he  had 
never  witnessed.  There  were  per- 
sons almost  entirely  naked ;  some 
of  them  without  a  shirt.  Some  of 
those  persons  were  free ;  most  of  them 
had  run  away  from  disloyal  masters, 
or  had  been  sent  there  by  disloyal 
persons,  for  safe  keeping  until  the 
war  is  over."  He  thereupon  propos- 
ed a  discharge  by  joint  resolve  of  all 
persons  confined  in  the  District  jail 
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B8  fdgitive  slaves.  In  the  debate 
-which  ensued,  Mr.  Wilson  stated 
that  the  French  legation  had  recent- 
ly taken  to  that  jail  gentlemen  who 
had  traversed  the  world  inspecting 
prisons,  with  a  view  to  their  im- 
provement ;  and  that,  after  examin- 
ing this,  they  observed  to  the  jailer 
that  they  had  never  before  seen  but 
one  so  Imd ;  and  that  wa«  in  Austria. 
Mr.  Grimes,  of  Iowa,  remarked  that 
he  believed  there  was  never  a  jail  so 
bad  as  this,  save  the  French  Bastile, 
and  some  of  the  dungeons  of  Y enica 
When  he  visited  it,  a  few  days  be- 
f<»re,  he  found  among  the  prisoners  a 
boy  who  claimed  to  be  free-bom,  yet 
who  had  been  confined  there  thirteen 
months  and  four  days  on  suspicion  of 
being  a  runaway  slave.  He  further 
stated  that  Marshal  Lamon  had  for- 
bidden Members  of  Congress  access 
to  the  prison  without  his  written  per- 
mission. 

Messrs.  Powell,  of  Kentucky, 
Pearce,  of  Maryland,  and  Carlile,  of 
Yirginia,  opposed  the  resolve ;  but  it 
was  warmly  supported  and  passed  :** 
Yeas  81 ;  Nays  4. 

A  similar  resolve  had  already** 
been  submitted  to  the  House.  No 
action  was  taken,  however,  upon  this, 
nor  upon  the  Senate's  kindred  meas- 
ure ;  because  the  President,  through 
Secretary  Seward,  addressed**  an  or- 
der to  Marshal  Lamon,  directing  him 
not  to  receive  into  custody  any  per- 
sons caught  up  as  fugitives  from  Sla- 
very, but  to  discharge,  ten  days  there- 


after, all  such  persons  now  in  his  jail. 
This  put  a  stop  to  one  of  the  most 
flagrant  and  glaring  iniquities  habit- 
uMj  perpetrated  in  a  Christian  and 
civilized  community. 

A  bill  reported  **  by  Mr.  Sumner, 
from  the  Select  Committee  on  Slave- 
ry and  Freedom,  to  prohibit  the  hold- 
ing of  slaves  on  National  vessels, 
and  also  the  coastwise  Slave-Trade, 
was  lost**— Yeas  13;  Nays  20— but 
he  again  moved  a  prohibition  of  the 
coastwise  Slave-Trade,  and  of  all 
laws  sanctioning  and  regulating  the 
same,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Civil 
Appropriation  bill ;  and  it  was  adopt- 
ed :  Yeas  23 ;  Nays  14.  Thus  fast- 
ened to  a  necessary  measure,  the 
proposition  was  duly  enacted,  and 
received  the  President's  signature  cm 
the  2d  of  July,  1864. 

Mr.  Sumner  proposed**  another 
Amendment  to  this  bill,  providing 
that  **in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  there  shall  be  no  exclusion  of 
any  witness  on  account  of  color." 
Mr.  Buckalew  moved  to  add,  "  or  be- 
cause he  is  a  party  to  or  interested  in 
the  issue  tried."  This  was  agreed 
to ;  and  Mr.  Sumner's  amendment, 
thus  amended,  was  adopted:  Yeas 
22 ;  Nays  16 ;  and  the  bill  passed,  as 
already  stated ;  making  it  the  law  of 
the  land  that  no  person  shall  hence- 
forth be  precluded  from  giving  testi- 
mony either  because  of  his  color  or 
because  he  is  interested  in  the  pend- 
ing issue. 
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ROSEORANS'S    WINTER    CAMPAIGN. 


GsN.  RosECBANSy  on  assuming' 
command  of  Buell^s  Army  of  the 
Ohio,  found  it  seriously  depleted 
and  demoralized  by  the  exhaustive 
marches  and  indecisive  conflicts  of 
the  last  six  months.  With  a  strength 
fully  adequate  to  the  rout  and  de- 
struction of  all  the  forces  led  into 
Kentucky  by  Bragg  and  Kirby 
Smith,  it  had  seen  that  State  ravaged 
throughout  by  that  locust  horde, 
which  had  in  due  time  recrossed  the 
Oumberland  Mountains  unassailed, 
returning  to  East  Tennessee  as  if  in 
triumph.  Of  the  100,000  men  for- 
merly borne  on  its  muster-rolls,  he 
found,  on  examination,  no  less  than 
26,482  "  absentby  authority"— most, 
but  not  nearly  all  of  them,  doubtless, 
in  hospitals — sick  or  wounded;  while 
6,484  more  were  "absent  wUJwut 
authority" — in  other  words,  had  de- 
serted. His  effective  force  was  thus 
reduced  to  about  66,000  men ;  while 
his  cavalry  was  so  inferior  in  num- 
bers and  efSciency  that  the  troopers 
of  Forrest  and  John  Morgan  rode 
around  us  at  will,  striking  at  posts 
and  supply  trains,  and  compelling 
enormous  and  constantly  increasing, 
exhausting  details  to  keep  open  our 
communications  and  preserve  our 
army  firom  starvation. 

lie  railroad  from  Louisville  to 
Nashville  had  been  reopened  to  and 
across  Green  river;  so  that,  though 
there  was  no  considerable  force  of 
the  enemy  in  its  front — ^Bragg's 
army  being  still  on  its  tedious,  toil- 
some, circuitous  retreat  through  East 


Tennessee — our  army  waa  clustered 
around  Bowling  Green,  whence  it 
could  advance  only  so  fast  as  the  re- 
pair of  its  sole  line  of  supply  should 
be  perfected.  Its  designation  had 
been  changed  to  "  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps ;"  the  Department  having  been 
curtailed,  and  rechristened  that  of 
the  Cumberland.  It  was  now  or- 
ganized into  three  grand  divisions: 
the  Right,  under  Maj.-Glen.  McCook, 
with  Brig.-Gens.  J.  W.  Sill,  Phil.  H. 
Sheridan,  and  Col.  W.  E.  Woodruff 
at  the  head  of  its  subordinate  divi- 
sions respectively ;  the  Center,  under 
Maj.-Gen.  Gteo.  H.  Thomas,  with  its 
subordinate  divisions  led  by  Maj.- 
Gen.  L.  H.  Bousseau,  Brig.-Gens. 
N^ley,  Palmer,  Dumont,  and  Fry; 
whereof  Dumont  and  Fry  were  soon 
relieved,  and  Palmer  transferred  to 
the  Left  Wing,  of  which  Maj.-Gen, 
T.  L.  Crittenden  had  command,  and 
which  consisted  of  the  sub-divisions 
of  Brig.-Gens.  T.  J.  Wood,  H.  P. 
Van  Cleve,  and  W.  8.  Smith.  Koee- 
crans  assigned  the  chief  command  of 
his  dilapidate^  cavalry  to  Maj.-G«n. 
D.  S.  Stanley ;  while  Lt-Col.  Julius 
P.  Garesch^ — an  officer  of  rare  capar 
city  and  merit — ^was  placed  at  the 
head  of  his  staff,  with  Capt.  J.  St. 
Clair  Morton  as  Chief  Engineer, 
and  Col.  Wm.  Truesdail  as  Chief  of 
Army  Police. 

The  railroad  having  been  rendered 
serviceable,  Rosecrans  left "  Bowling 
Green  by  special  train  for  Mitchells- 
ville ;  where  he  took  horse  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Nashville,  whose  garrison. 
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eoimnanded  by  Oten.  Negley,  he  re- 
Tiewed  next  day.  His  diviBions,  as 
they  arrived,  were  thrown  out  in 
front  of  the  city,  covering  the  roade 
leading  southward ;  the  command  of 
the  Right  here  devolving  on  G^en. 
Jeff.  C.  Davis ;  Gen.  R.  B.  Mitchell 
relieved  Negley  as  commandant  at 
Nashville,  enabling  him  to  go  to  the 
front ;  while  Dumont's  division  was 
merged :  a  new  one  being  created, 
and  Brig.-Gbn.  J.  J.  Reynolds  as- 
signed to  its  command.  Until  the 
railroad  was  frdly  reopened  *  hence  to 
Louisville,  our  men  only  lived  from 
hand  to  mouth,  rendering  a  farther 
advance  impossible ;  so  that  Bragg's 
army  had  time  to  conclude  its  long 
march  and  reappear  in  our  front  at 
MuBFREBSBOBouGH,  before  Rosecrans 
was  prepared  to  assume  the  offensive. 
Meantime,  Morgan  had  been  ex- 
hibiting his  audacity  and  vigor  as  a 
leader  of  cavalry.  Several  daring 
dashes  on  our  supply  trains  below 
Mitchellsville  had  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  a  number  of  our  wagons 
and  at  least  160  men ;  Lt.  Seals  and 
20  men  of  the  4:th  Michigan  cavalry 
had  been  picked  up*  near  Stone 
river;  but  Gten.  Stanley,  reporting 
for  duly  about  this  time,  soon  drove 
the  Rebel  raiders  from  our  rear ;  and, 
in  several  partisan  affairs  occurring 
directly  afterward,  the  advantage 
was  with  us — a  Texas  regiment 
being  chased  *  by  Col.  L.  M.  Kennett 
some  16  miles  niown  the  Franklin 
turnpike;  while  Brig.-Gen.  E.  N. 
Kirk  that  day  drove  Wheeler  out  of 
Lavergne— Wheeler  himself  being 
wounded.  Phil.  Sheridan,  on  ano- 
ther road,  pressed  the  enemy  back  to 
J^olensviUe,  without  loss  on  our  part ; 
and  Col.  Roberts,  4r2d  Illinois,  sur- 


prised and  captured  Capt.  Portch 
and  a  small  squad  of  Morgan's  men ; 
bringing  in  their  arms  and  horses. 
A  Rebel'  force  having,  about  this 
time,  dashed  across  the  Cumberl^d 
near  Hartsville,  captnring  a  forage 
train  and  its  escort.  Major  Hill, 
2d  Indiana,  chased  the  captors  18 
miles,  recovering  all  we  had  lost,  and 
killing  some  18  ot  20  Rebels — for 
which  he  was  publicly  complimented 
by  Rosecrans;  who,  finding  that 
some  of  his  soldiers  were  base  enough 
to  surrender  wantonly  to  the  enemy, 
in  order  to  be  paroled  and  sent  hpme, 
had  fifty  of  the  caitiffs  dressed  up 
in  ridiculous  night-caps,'  and  thus 
paraded,  before  their  jeering  com- 
rades, through  Nashville,  to  the 
music  of  the  Rogue's  March;  aft»r 
which,  they  were  forwarded  to  the 
parole  camp  in  Indiana.  The  lesson 
did  not  require  repetition. 

Gen.  Thomas  having  thrown  for- 
ward on  our  left  a  brigade — nearly 
2,000  strong — ^to  Hartsville,  its  com- 
mand fell  to  Col.  A.  B.  Moore,  104th 
Illinois,  who  allowed  himself  to  be 
surprised  *  by  Morgan,  at  the  head  of 
1,600  cavalry  and  mounted  infantry, 
and  most  disgraceftilly  captured; 
though  the  residue  of  Gen.  Dumont's 
division  was  at  CastUian  Springs, 
only  nine  miles  distant.  Moore  had 
neglected  to  fortify  or  even  intrench 
himself;  his  vedettes  were  surprised 
and  picked  up;  Morgan  advanced  on 
him  at  7  a.  m.,  in  broad  daylight, 
having  previously  gained  his  rear 
without  exciting  an  alarm;  when 
Moore,  who  had  hastily  taken  post  on 
a  hill,  and  who  soon  contrived  to 
evince  every  species  of  incapacity, 
cowardice  inclusive,  surrendered, 
and  was  hurried  off  with  about  1,600 
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and  constantlj,  taking  adyantage  of 
the  continually  increasing  ronghneBS 
of  the  country,  which  is  in  good  part 
heayily  wooded  with  forests  of  oak 
and  dense  thickets  of  cedar,  render- 
ing the  movement  slow  and  by  no 
means  bloodless.  McCook,  with  our 
right,  rested  that  night  at  Nolens- 
ville,  and  the  next  at  Triune ;  Crit- 
tenden, with  our  left,  advanced  the 
first  day  to  Lavergne,  and  the  next 
to  Stewart's  creek,  where  RosecrJMis 
seems  to  have  expected  that  the 
Eebels  might  give  him  battle.  The 
third  day,  being  Sunday,  our  troops 
mainly  rested.  Next  morning,  Mc- 
Cook  pressed  on  to  Wilkinson's 
Cross-Boads,  six  miles  from  Mur- 
freesboro';  while  Crittenden,  with 
Palmer's  division  in  advance,  moved 
on  the  main  Murfreesboro'  pike  to 
Stoijb  RrvER ;  finding  the  Rebel  army 
in  position  along  the  blufi^  across  that 
stream.  Palmer,  observing  an  ap- 
parently retrogade  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy,  erroneously  re- 
ported to  headquarters  that  they 
were  retreating ;  and  Crittenden  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  push  across  a 
division  and  occupy  Murfreesboro'. 
Harker's  brigade  was  accordingly 
sent  across — the  stream  being  almost 
everywhere  fordable — and  drove  a 
Bebel  raiment  back  upon  their 
main  body  in  some  confrision;  but 
prisoners  thus  captur^  reporting 
that  Breckinridge's  entire  corps  was 
there  present,  Crittenden  wisely  took 
the  responsibility  of  disobeying  Rose- 
crans's  order,  and,  favored  by  night- 
fall, withdrew  Harker  across  the  river 
without  serious  loss. 

Next  day,"  McCook  fought  his  way 
down  nearly  to  Stone  river,  some- 
what west  of  Murfreesboro' ;  and  be- 


fore night  our  army  was  nearly  all  in 
position  along  a  line  stretching  ir- 
regularly from  north  to  south,  a  dis* 
tance  of  some^  three  or  four  miles : 
Crittenden  on  the  left,  Thomas  in  the 
center,  and  McCook  on  the  right; 
and,  at  9  p.  m.,  the  three  met,  by  in- 
vitation, at  Rosecrans's  headquarters, 
and  received  their  orders  for  the 
morrow. 

It  being  now  certain  that  Bragg 
had  deliberately  chosen  this  as  his 
ground  whereon  to  stand  and  fight, 
and  that  he  had  concentrated  here 
his  forces,  while  his  cavalry  so  stub- 
bornly contested  and  impeded  our 
advance,  Rosecrans  proposed  at  day- 
light to  throw  forward  his  left  and 
center,  crushing  Breckinridge,  who 
held  the  Rebel  right,  and  then,  wheel- 
ing rapidly,  fall  with  overwhelm- 
ing force  in  front  Mid  flank  on  their 
center,  sweeping  through  Murfrees- 
boro' and  gaining  the  rear  of  the 
enemy's  center  and  left,  pushing 
them  off  their  natural  line  of  retreat, 
and  so  cutting  up  and  destroying 
their  entire  army.  In  pursuance  of 
this  plan.  Van  Clove's  division,  on 
our  extreme  left,  advanced  soon  after 
daylight ;  Wood's  being  ready  to  sup- 
port and  follow  him. 

Bragg,  however,  had  already  de- 
cided to  %ht  his  own  battle,  and 
not  Rosecrans's.  To  this  end,  he  had 
concentrated  heavily  on  his  left, 
where  Hardee  was  in  command, 
with  orders  to  attack  McCook  at 
daylight."  Bishop  Polk,  in  his  center, 
strengthened  by  McCown's  division, 
was  directed  to  second  and  support 
Hardee's  attack ;  the  two  corps  mov- 
ing by  a  constant  right  wheel,  and 
crushing  back  our  routed  right  upon 
our  Center,  seizing  first  the  Wilkin- 
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son  and  then  the  Nashville  turnpike ; 
interposing  between  onr  army  and 
its  snpply-trains,  whenever  they 
dionld  have  flanked  onr  right  and 
gained  our  rear. 

According  to  Bosecrans's  plan, 
HcCook,  however  strongly  assailed, 
was  to  hold  his  position  for  three 
hours,  receding — ^if  attacked  in  over- 
whelming force — ^very  slowly,  and 
fighting  desperately;  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  do.  But  there*  was 
a  serious  mistake  in  the  calcula- 
tion. Before  7  a.  m.,  Hardee*s  corps 
burst  from  the  thickets  in  McOook^s 
front  and  on  his  right;  Cleburne's 
four  brigades  charging  vehemently 
its  extreme  right,  Cheatham's  and 
McCown's  divisions  striking  it  more 
directly  in  front,  hurling  back  our 
skirmishers  at  once  on  our  lines,  and 
crumbling  these  into  a  fleeing  mob 
within  a  few  minutes.  Of  the  two 
brigade  commanders  in  Johnson's 
division,  holding  our  extreme  right. 
Gen.  Kirk  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  first  fire ;  while  Gen.  Willich  had 
his  horse  killed  and  was  himself  cap- 
tured. So  sudden  aud  unexpected 
was  the  attack,  that  a  portion  of  our 
battery  horses  had  been  unhitched 
frt)m  the  guns  and  sent  off  to  drink, 
a  few  minutes  before.  The  guns,  of 
course,  were  lost. 

McCook  attempted  to  reform  in 
the  woods  behind  his  first  position; 
but  his  right  was  too  thoroughly 
routed,  and  was  chased  rapidly  back 
toward  our  center.  A  large  part 
of  this  (Johnson's)  division  was 
gathered  up  as  prisoners  by  the  Rebel 
cavalry ;  the  rM  was  of  little  account 
during  the  remainder  of  the  fight. 

McCook's  remainiug .  divisions, 
under  Jeff.  0.  Davis  and  Sheri- 
dan,  had  repulsed  several  resolute 


attacks  on  their  front,  when  die  dk- 
appearanoe  of  Johnson's  division  en- 
abled the  Bebels  to  come  in  on  their 
flank,  compelling  them  also  to  give 
ground ;  and,  though  repeated  efforts 
were  made  by  Davis  and  his  sulx^- 
dinates  to  bring  their  men  again  up 
to  the  work,  their  fighting  did  not 
amount  to  much  thereafter. 

Sheridan's  division  fought  longer 
and  better ;  but  of  his  brigade  com- 
manders. Gen.  J.  W.  Sill  was  killed 
early  in  the  day,  while  leading  a  suc- 
cessful charge,  and  Cols.  Roberts  and 
Shaeffer  at  later  periods — each  fidling 
dead  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  while 
charging  or  bein^  chaiged.  This 
division  fought  well  throughout ;  but 
was  pushed  back  nearly  or  quite  to 
the  Nashville  turnpike,  with  the 
loss  of  Houghtaling's  and  a  section 
of  Bush's  battery. 

By  11  A.  ic,  the  day  was  appa- 
rently lost-.  McCook's  corps — a  full 
third  of  our  army — ^was  practically 
demolished,  and  the  Rebel  cavaliy 
in  our  rear  working  its  wicked  will 
upon  our  supply  trains  and  strag- 
glers. Nearly  half  the  ground  held 
by  our  army  at  daylight  had  be^i 
won  by  the  triumphant  enemy,  who 
had  now  several  batteries  in  position, 
playing  upon  our  center,  where  Neg- 
ley's  division  of  Thomas's  corps  was 
desperately  engaged,  with  its  ammu- 
nition n^ly  expended,  its  artillery 
horses  disabled,  and  a  heavy  Reb^ 
column  pushing  in  between  it  and 
what  was  left  of  McCook's  corps, 
with  intent  to  surround  and  capture 
it.  This  compelled  Negley  to  re- 
coil ;  when  Qen.  Rousseau,  pushing 
up  his  reserve  division  to  die  front, 
sent  Mflj.  Ring's  battalion  of  r^ulars 
to  Negle/s  assistance.  The  r^ulars 
made  a  most  gallant  and  effective 
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charge,  losing  heayily,  but  rendering 
admirable  Benrice. 

The  weight  of  the  Bebel  attack 
had  by  this  time  fallen  wholly  on 
Thomas,  commanding  oar  center; 
Sheridan,  entirely  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, £EJling  still  farther  to  the  rear, 
and  the  triumphant  Rebels  pressing 
on  until  they  had  reached  a  position 
which  gave  them  a  concentric  cross- 
fire at  short-range  on  Negley's  and 
Bousseau's  divisions.  This  compelled 
Thomas  to  withdraw  them  from  the 
cedar  woods  to  more  open  and  favor, 
able  groimd ;  his  artillery  holding  a 
ridge  cm  the  right  (south)  of  the 
Nashville  turnpike.  In  executing 
this  movement,  the  r^ulars,  Lt.-Col. 
Shepherd,  were  brought  under  a  mur- 
derous fire,  by  which  they  lost  580 
men.  But  the  ground  now  taken 
was  held ;  our  batteries  here  concen- 
trated, and  the  Rebels'  progress  finally 
arrested ;  their  repeated  attempts  to 
advance  out  of  the  cedar  thicket  on 
our  right  and  front  being  defeated 
with  great  slaughter. 

Palmer's  division,  holding  the  right 
of  our  left  wing,  had  advanced,  at  8 
A.  H.,  to  support  Negley's  movement, 
covering  his  left;  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far  when  Palmer  found  his 
safety  compromised  by  a  Rebel  ad- 
vance on  his  rear.  Halting  Cruft's 
brigade,  and  ordering  Col.  Grose  to 
fitce  to  ike  rear,  he  opened  fire  on  the 
Rebels,  and  quickly  repulsed  them; 
while  CoL  Hazen,  falling  back  a  short 
distance,  occupied  the  crest  of  a  low, 
wooded  hill,  between  the  Nashville 
turnpike  and  railroad,  and  held  it 
firmly  until  Grose,  having  driven  the 
enemy  from  his  rear,  came  up  to  his 
assistance  ;  as  did  two  or  three  other 
regiments.  Again  and  agadn  was  his 
poeition  assailed ;  but  each  attack 


was  repulsed;  and  the  fight  closed  on 
this  part  of  the  field  with  our  troops 
entirely  successfhL 

Bragg  had  brought  all  his  army 
across  the  creek  to  overwhelm  our 
right  and  center,  save  that  Breckin- 
ridge, with  his  division,  remained  op- 
posite our  left.  At  10^  ▲.  m.,  he,  too, 
received  an  order  to  advance  and  at- 
tack ;  but  he  had  only  moved  half  a 
mile,  when  a  new  order  came  to  de- 
tach one  or  two  brigades  to  the  sup- 
port of  Polk,  in  the  center ;  and  he 
sent  two  brigades  accordingly.  He 
soon  received  a  still  further  order  to 
advance  and  attack,  and  then  one  to 
report  to  Polk  with  all  but  Hanson's 
brigade.  Moving  his  remaining  brig- 
ades, under  Preston  and  Palmer,  by 
the  left  flank,  he  crossed  the  creek 
and  reported  to  Polk  and  Bragg  just 
in  season  to  see  the  brigades  of  Jack- 
son and  Adams,  which  he  had  previ- 
ously sent,  recoil  from  an  assault  on 
our  lines;  Adams  being  among  the 
wounded.  Breckinridge  was  now  or- 
dered to  charge  with  Preston's  and 
Palmer's  brigades,  and  did  so ;  gain- 
ing some  ground,  but  losing  consid- 
erably, and  finally  desisting,  as  night 
fell,  because  the  position  in  his  front 
was  too  strong  to  be  carried  by  his 
force.  During  the  night,  he  was  or- 
dered back,  with  Palmer's  brigade, 
to  his  old  position  on  the  Rebel  right 

Gen.  Wood,  who  was  in  command 
of  our  division  thus  assailed,  was 
wounded  in  the  foot  at  10  a.  m.  ;  but 
remained  in  the  saddle  till  evening, 
when  he  turned  over  his  command  to 
Gen.  M.  S.  HascalL  Though  he  had 
been  obliged,  early  in  the  fight,  to 
spare  Hascall's  and  Harker's  brigades 
to  the  relief  of  the  center  and  right, 
he  held  his  ground  nobly  through  the 
day;  his  batteries  replying  forcibly 
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to  those  with  which  the  enemy  an- 
noyed ns  from  the  heights  south  of 
the  river,  and  his  infantry  repelling 
every  chaise  made  by  tlie  enemy. 
Before  night,  Estep's  battery,  which, 
with  Cox's,had  been  splendidly  served 
throughout,  had  lost  so  heavily  that 
a  detail  of  infantry  was  required  to 
aid  in  working  its  guns.  Bradley's 
6th  Ohio  battery  at  one  time  lost  two 
of  its  guns;  but  they  were  subse- 
quently recaptured  by  the  13th  Michi- 
gan. 

Night  fell  on  our  army  successful 
against  every  attempt  which  had  for 
some  hours  been  made  to  drive  it; 
but  with  little  reason  for  exultation. 
It  had  lost,  since  daylight,  including 
stragglers,  at  least  one-fourth  of  its 
numbers,  with  an-  equal  proportion 
of  its  guns.  It  had  lost  half  the 
ground  on  which  it  was  encamped 
in  the  morning ;  and  the  Rebel  cav- 
ahy  were  on  its  line  of  communica- 
tions, making  free  with  its  baggage 
and  supplies.  Almost  any  General 
but  Sosecrans  would  have  supposed 
that  there  was  but  one  point  now  to  be 
considered :  how  to  get  back  to  Nash- 
ville with  the  least  additional  loss. 
But  Kosecrans  took  stock  of  his  am- 
munition, and  found  that  there  was 
enough  left  for  another  battle ;  so  he 
resolved  to  stay.  His  guns  were  now 
well  posted,  and  had  the  range  of  the 
ground  in  their  front;  and  it  had 
been  fairly  proved  that  the  enemy 
could  not  take  them,  even  with  the 
help  of  the  28  we  had  lost  So,  giv- 
ing orders  for  the  issue  of  all  the  re- 
maining ammunition,  drawing  in  his 
left  a  few  rods,  so  that  it  might  rest 


advantageously  on  the  creek,  and 
welcoming  and  posting  the  brigades 
of  Starkweather  and  Walker,  which 
had  come  up  as  night  fell,  he  lay 
down  with  his  army  to  await  such  a 
New  Year's  Day  as  it  should  please 
God  to  send  them.  Ammunition  be- 
ing rather  scanty,  and  fi'esh  supplies 
expected,  he  proposed  to  keep  the 
holiday  in  quiet,  unless  Bragg  G^ould 
decide  otherwise. 

On  a  calm  review  of  this  day's 
desperate  and  doubtful  carnage,  there 
can  not  be  a  doubt  that  the  battle 
was  saved  after  it  had  been  lost ;  and 
that  the  man  who  saved  it  was 
William  S.  Kosecrans.  Thousands 
had  done  nobly — Thomas,  Sheridan, 
Wood,  Rousseau,  Palmer,  Van  Cleve, 
and  others,  eminently  so — ^but  the 
day  might  have  been  saved  without 
any  of  them ;  while  without  Rose- 
crans  it  must  have  been  lost.  It  was 
he  who,  when  apprised  too  late  of 
the  sudden  and  utter  demolition  of 
his  right  wing,  instantly  pushed  up 
Rousseau  from  his  center  to  its  re- 
lief, and  hurried  across  Van  Clove's 
and  other  divisions  from  the  left  to 
stay  the  tide  of  Rebel  success ;  it  was 
he  who— Van  Cleve  having  just 
fallen — ^led  the  charge  by  a  part  of 
his  division,  which  finally  arrested 
the  Rebels  and  repelled  their  ad- 
vance on  our  right — ^Rousseau  forth- 
with emulating  his  example,  charging 
desperately  the  enemy  in  his  fix>nt, 
and  hurling  them  back  into  the 
cedars  with  fearful  loss  on  both  sides, 
but  with  prisoners  taken  by  ours 
only."  And  when,  later  in  the  day, 
the  storm  of  battle  rolled  around  to 


"Rousseau,  in  his  official  report,  says : 

**  As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in 

great  force,  shouting  and  cheering,  the  batteries 

of  Loomis  and  Guenther,  double-shotted  with 

osnlster,   opened    upon    them.     Thej   moyed 


strwght  ahead  for  a  while;  but  were  finally 
driven  back  with  immense  loss.  In  a  little 
while,  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with 
fresh  troops,  again  assailed  our  position;  and 
were  again,  alter  a  fierce  struggle,  driyen  back. 
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our  center  and  left,  falling  heavilj  on 
Palmer's  and  Wood's  divisions,  Bose- 
crans  was  there,  directing,  encourag- 
ing, steadying ;  though  the  head  of 
bis  chief  of  staff,  GareschS,  was  blown 
to  pieces  by  a  shell  while  riding  by 
the  General's  side,  and  three  or  four 
others  of  his  staff  or  escort  were 
wounded— -one  of  them  mortally — 
and  as  many  more  lost  their  horses. 
To  Gare8ch6,  he  was  deeply  attached 
— ^they  two  being  Roman  Catholics, 
aa  were  none  other  of  his  military 
family — ^but  he  was  too  intent  on  his 
work  to  seem  to  heed  the  fall  of  his 
beloved  friend;  and  when  another 
of  the  staff  said  to  him,  "  Garesch6  is 
dead,"  "I  am  very  sorry,"  was  the 
quiet  response,  "  but  we  can  not  help 
it."  Soon  word  came  (erroneously), 
"  McCook  is  killed."  "  We  can  not 
help  it,"  was  the  General's  calm  re- 
ply; "this  battle  must  be  won." 
And  it  was  won.  Before  sunset,  the 
Rebels  had  tried  him  on  every  side, 
and  been  beaten  back — with  fearful 
carnage,  indeed,  but  no  greater  on 
our  side  than  on  theirs — their  ad- 
yantage  being  confined  to  our  loss  of 
guns  and  prisoners  in  the  morning, 
consequent  on  McCook's  sudden, 
overwl^elming  disaster.  In  the  fight- 
ing since  11  o'clock,  the  carnage  had 
been  greater  on  the  side  of  the 
Rebels ;  and  they  had  lost  confidence, 
if  not  ground.  At  9  a.  m.,  they  had 
supposed  our  army  in  their  hands; 
at  sunset,  Bragg  had  enough  to  do 


to  save  his  own.    Says  Roe^csranB,  in 

his  official  report : 

"  The  day.  closed,  leaving  ns  masters  of 
the  origmal  groand  on  our  left,  and  onr  line 
advantageouslj  posted,  with  open  ground 
in  front,  swept  at  all  points  by  our  artillerj. 
We  had  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  a  considerable  number  in  stragglers  and 
prisoners ;  also,  28  pieces  of  artillery :  the 
horses  having  been  slain,  and  our  troops 
being  unable  to  withdraw  them,  by  hand, 
over  the  rough  ground;  but  the  enemy  had 
been  roughly  handled,  and  badly  damaged 
at  all  points,  having  had  no  Success  where 
we  had  open  ground,  and  our  troops  prop- 
erly posted ;  none,  which  did  not  depend 
on  the  original  crushing  of  our  right  and 
the  superior  masses  which  were,  in  conse- 
quence, brought  to  bear  upon  the  narrow 
front  of  Sheridan's  and  Negley's  divisions, 
and  a  part  of  Palmer's,  coupled  with  the 
scarcity  of  ammunition,  caused  by  the  cir- 
cuitous road  which  the  train  had  taken, 
and  the  inconvenience  of  getting  it  from  a 
remote  distance  through  the  cedars." 

Both  armies  maintained  their  re- 
spective positions  throughout  the  fol- 
lowing day."  There  were  artillery 
duels  at  intervals,  and  considerable 
picket-firing,  whereby  some  casual- 
ties were  suffered,  mainly  on  our 
center  and  left ;  but  nothing  like  a 
serious  attack :  the  lines  of  the  two 
armies  confronting  each  other  at 
close  range,  alert  and  vigilant ;  while 
brigades  and  regiments  were  silently 
moved  from  point  to  point,  and  rifle- 
pits  and  other  hasty  defenses  were 
constructed  on  either  side,  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  impending  struggle. 
Meantime,  some  ammunition  trains — 
which  the  Rebel  cavalry  had  driven 
from  their  proper  positions  in  our 
rear,  and  compelled  to.  make  long 


Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults 
were  made  upon  our  position,  and  repulsed. 
During  the  last  assault,  I  was  informed  that  our 
troops  were  advancing  on  our  right,  and  saw 
troops,  out  of  my  division,  led  by  Gen.  Rose- 
orans,  moving  in  tliat  direction.  I  informed 
C^en.  Thomas  of  Ihe  fact,  and  asked  leave  to  ad- 
vance my  lines.  He  directed  me  to  do  so.  We 
made  a  charge  upon  the  enemy,  and  drove  him 
into  the  woods ;  my  staff  and  orderlies  captur- 
ing some  17  prisoners,  induding  a  Captain  and 


Lieutenant,  who  were  within  130  yards  of  the 
batteries.  This  ended  the  fighting  of  that  day: 
the  enemy  in  immense  force  hovering  in  the 
woods  during  the  night,  whOe  we  slept  on  our 
arms  on  the  field  of  battle.  We  occupied  this 
position  during  the  three  following  days  and 
niglits  of  the  fight  Under  Gen.  Thomas's 
'direction,  I  had  it  intrenched  by  rifle-pitSi  and 
believe  ^e  enemy  could  not  have  taken  it  at 
all" 

"Friday,  Jan.  1, 1863, 
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cirenits  to  rejoin  their  c<Hnman<lB — 
were  brought  up  and  their  contents 
distributed.  At  night,  our  men  lay 
down  on  their  arms  again,  and  all 
was  quiet.  Hitherto,  the  weather 
had  been  bright  and  mild;  so  that 
there  was  no  suffering  save  on  the 
part  of  the  wounded. 

The  quiet  remained  unbroken  till 
8  next  morning;"  when  the  Rebels 
suddenly  opened  fire  from  many  bat- 
teries which  had  meantime  been 
stealthily  planted  in  front  qf  our  cen- 
ter and  left.  Haacall's  division  of 
Crittenden's  corps  was  exposed  to  the 
heaviest  of  this  fire,  and  suffered  se- 
verely— ^Estep's  battery  being  quickly 
disabled,  losing  so  many  horses  that 
its  guns  were  necessarily  drawn  off 
by  infantry.  But  Bradley's  and 
other  batteries  now  opened  on  our 
side;  and,  after  half  an  hour's  firing, 
the  Bebels  ceased  as  suddenly  as 
they  had  begun.  Our*  infantry, 
though  losing  heavily,  did  not  change 
its  position. 

Van  Clove's  division,  after  losing 
its  chief)  had  been  moved  back 
toward  our  left,  Col.  Sam.  Beatty 
commanding ;  and,  at  daybreak  this 
morning,  had  in  good  part  been  sent 
across  the  stream,  taking  post  on  the 
bluff  beyond,  as  if  in  pursuance  of 
Bosecrans's  original  purpose  to  take 
Murfreesboro'  by  a  determined  ad- 
vance of  his  left.  Throughout  the 
morning,  the  rest  of  Van  Clove's  in- 
fimtry,  and  two  or  three  batteries, 
followed.  The  Rebel  army  having 
been  nearly  all  moved  farther  to  our 
right,  in  executing  or  in  following  up 
the  original  demonstration  on  that 
wing,  this  movement  encountered  no 
opposition ;  though  skirmishing  along 
Beatty's  front  grew  livelier  and  more 


determined  toward  midday;  showing 
that  the  enemy  were  gradually 
creeping  up.  At  noon,  a  battery 
opened  on  our  front,  while  other  bat^ 
teries  were  seen  moving  to  our  left, 
as  if  to  flank  us  in  that  quarter.  At 
3  p.  M.,  our  skirmishers  reported  that 
the  enemy  were  throwing  down  the 
fences  before  them,  as  if  making . 
ready  to  charge;  and,  brfore  any 
dispositions  could  be  made  to  receive 
them,  Breckinridge's  entire  corps, 
strengthened  by  10  Napoleon  12- 
pounders,  forming  three  magnificent 
columns  of  assault,  seemed  to  emerge 
from  the  earth,  and,  aided  by  a  heavy 
enfilading  fire  of  Bishop  Polk's  artil- 
lery, toward  the  center,  swept  on  to 
the  charge. 

Their  strength  was  overwhelming ; 
and  the  fire  of  our  first  line,  consist- 
ing of  the  51st  Ohio,  8th  Kentucky, 
35th  and  781^  Indiana,  barely  suf- 
ficed to  check  their  determined  and 
confident  advance.  In  a  few  min- 
utes, our  men  gave  way  in  disorder, 
sweeping  the  second  line  with  them, 
or  constraining  it  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample. The  reserve,  consisting  of 
the  19th  Ohio,  9th  and  11th  Ken- 
tucky, was  then  sent  up,  and  fought 
gallantly;  but  were  far  too  weak, 
and,  being  threatened  by  a  move- 
ment on  their  right  flank,  fell  back, 
fighting,  to  the  river  and  across  it, 
losing  heavily. 

But  now  the  solid  Rebel  masses, 
formed  six  deep,  eagerly  pursuing, 
came  within  the  range  of  Crittenden's 
carefully  planted  batteries  across  the 
stream,  and  were  plowed  through  and 
through ;  while  the  divisions  of  Neg- 
ley  and  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  with  St.  Clair 
Morton's  engineers,  pressed  forward 
to  the  rescue.    The  Rebels  were  in 


"Jan.  2. 
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turn  overmatched  and  hurled  back 
in  disorder ;  losing  four  of  their  guns, 
the  flag  of  the  26th  Tennessee,  and  a 
considerable  body  of  prisoners.  Had 
not  darkness  fallen  directly,  while  a 
heavy  rain  had  set  in,  Eosecrans 
would  have  pursued  the  fugitives 
right  into  Murfreesboro'."  As  it 
was,  Crittenden's  corps  and  Davis's 
division  both  passed  over,  reoccupied 
the  commanding  ground,  and,  before 
morning,  were  solidly  intrenched 
there,  ready  for  whatever  emergency. 

Another  night  of  anxious  watchftd- 
ness  gave  place  to  a  morning "  of 
pouring  rain,  by  which  the  ground 
was  so  sodden  as  to  impede  the  move- 
ment of  artillery.  We  were  short  of 
ammunition  till  10  a.  m.,  when  an 
anxiously  expected  train  was  wel- 
comed. Batteries  were  now  con- 
structed on  the  ground  so  handsome- 
ly gained  on  our  left,  by  which  even 
Murfreesboro'  could  be  shelled ;  and 
Qens.  Thomas  and  Rousseau,  who 
had  for  days  been  annoyed  by  Rebel 
sharp-shooters  from  the  cedar  thickets 
in  their  front,  obtained  permission 
fix)m  Rosecrans  to  dislodge  them  by 
a  charge,  following  a  sharp  fire  of 
artillery — four  regiments  entering 
and  soon  clearing  the  woods,  captur- 
ing 70  or  80  prisoners.  No  coun- 
ter-movement being  attempted,  the 
fourth  day  closed  peacefiilly,  and 
was  followed  by  a  quiet  night. 

Quiet  on  our  side  only.  Bragg 
had  concluded  to  leave,  and  com- 


menced the  movement,  as  stealthil j 
83  possible,  at  11  p.  M. ;  gathering  up 
his  men  and  guns  so  cautiously  that 
even  our  pickets  were  not  aware  of 
his  Hegira  till  broad  daylight,"  when 
too  late  for  effective  pursuit ;  which, 
in  fact,  our  inferiority  in  cavalry 
must  at  any  rate  havp  rendered  com- 
paratively fruitless.  We  do  not  seem 
even  to  have  advanced  on  his  track 
tilL  Monday," 

Wheeler's  cavalry,  after  vigorously 
resisting  our  advance  to  Stone  river, 
had  been  dispatched"  by  Bragg  to 
the  rear  of  our  army ;  capturing  La- 
vergne,**  taking  YOO  prisoners,  and 
destroying  heavy  army  trains,  with 
a  large  amount  of  stores.  Thence 
hastening  to  Rock  Spring  and  No- 
lensville,  they  made  still  further  cap- 
tures at  each;  and,  having  passed 
around"  our  army,  reached  the  left 
flank  of  Bragg's,  just  as  it  commenced 
its  great  and  successful  charge  on 
McCook;  guarding  that  flank,  and 
coming  into  action  as  it  gained  the 
Nashville  turnpike,  just  north  of 
Overall's  creek.  Wheeler  of  course 
claims  the  advantage  in  this  fight; 
but  admits  that  he  fell  bade  at  the 
close,  numbering  Col.  Allen  and  Lt.- 
Col.  Webb  among  his  wounded.  Next 
morning,  he  went  up  the  turnpike  to 
Lavergne;  capturing  another  train 
and  a  gun ;  regaining,  by  order,  the 
front  during  the  night;  and,  being 
again  sent,  at  9  p.  m.,  to  our  rear ; 


*  He  says,  in  his  report : 

**  The  enemj  retreated  more  rapidlj  than  they 
had  advanced.  In  twenty  minutes,  they  had 
lost  2,000  men.** 

*  Saturday,  Jan.  3.  "  Sunday,  Jan.  4. 

"  Rosecrans,  in  his  oiBcial  report,  says  he  re- 
ceived news  on  Sunday  morning  that  the  enemy 
had  fled  from  ICurfreesboro';  when  burial  par- 
ties were  sent  out  to  inter  the  dead,  and  the 
eayalry  ordered  to  reoonnoiter.    He  adds  that 


Thomas,  on  Monday  morning,  drove  the  Rebel 
rear-guard  (cavalry)  six  or  seven  miles  south- 
ward, and  that — 

**  We  learned  that  the  enemy's  infantiy  had 
reached  Shelby ville  by  12  x.  on  Sundav;  but, 
owing  to  the  impracticability  of  bringing  op 
supplies,  and  the  loss  of  657  artillery  hmes, 
farther  pursuit  was  deemed  inadvisable.'* 


•Night  of  Dec.  29-30. 
•Dec.  30. 
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where  he,  at  2  p.  m.  next  day,**  had  a 
fight  with  a  heavily  guarded  ordnance 
train,  which  he  stopped,  and  daims  to 
have  damaged,  but  was  unable  to 
capture  or  destroy ;  returning  during 
the  night  to  Bra^s  left  flank,  and 
oovering  his  retreat  on  the  4th  and  5th. 

On  the  whole,  the  enemy's  opera- 
tions in  the  rear  of  our  army,  during 
this  memorable  conflict,  reflect  no 
credit  on  the  intelligence  and  energy 
with  which  they  were  resisted.  The 
prisoners — 2,000  or  more — ^taken  by 
the  Rebels  were  of  course  mainly 
stragglers  and  fugitives,  barely  worth 
paroling;  but  they  figure  largely  in 
Wheeler's  and  in  Bragg's  reports. 
And  it  is  not  doubtful  that  Eose- 
crans's  inability  to  improve  his  ulti- 
mate success  was  largely  owing  to 
the  destruction  of  his  trains  by  tibese 
triumphant  raiders. 

The  silver  lining  to  this  cloud  is  a 
most  gallant  defense  made  on  the  1st 
by  Col.  Innes's  1st  Michigan  Engi- 
neers and  Mechanics,  only  391  strong, 
who  had  taken  post  on  high  ground 
near  Lavergne,  and  formed  such  a 
barricade  of  eedars,  &c.,  as  they  hur- 
riedly might.  Here  they  were  **  at- 
tacked, at  2  p.  M.,  by  Wharton's  cav- 
alry, whom  they  successfully  resisted 
and  beat  off.  Wharton's  oflScial  re- 
port is  their  best  eulogium.  He  was 
in  command  of  six  or  eight  regiments, 
and  here  is  his  account  of  this  affair : 

"A  regiment  of  infantry,  under  Col. 
I>enn\A,  also  was  stationed  in  a  cedar-brake, 
and  fortifications,  near  this  point.  I  caused 
the  battery,  under  Lt.  Pike,  who  acted  with 
great  gallantry,  to  open  on  it.  The  fire,  at 
a  range  of  not  more  than  400  yards,  was 
kept  up  for  more  than  an  hour ;  and  must 


have  resulted  in  great  damage  to  the  enemy. 
I  caused  the  enemy  to  be  charged  on  three 
sides  at  the  same  time,  by  Cols.  Cox  and 
Smith  and  Lt.-Ool.  Maloue;  and  the  charge 
was  repeated  four  times;  but  the  enemy 
was  so  strongly  posted  that  it  was  found 
impossible  to  dislodge  him." 


Bosecrans  makes  his  entire  force 
who  participated  in  this  struggle 
37,977  infantry,  3,200  cavahy,  and 
2,223  artillery:  total,  43,400;  and 
states  his  losses  as  follows:  killed, 
1,533 ;"  wounded,  7,245 ;  total,  8,778, 
or  fully  20  per  cent,  of  the  number 
engaged.  He  adds  that  his  provost- 
marshal  says  his  loss  of  prisonets  will 
fall  below  2,800.  He  says  nothing 
of  prisoners  taken  by  him,  though  we 
certainly  did  take  at  least  500,  beside 
woimded.  He  judges  that  the  Keb- 
els  had  fifteen  per  cent,  advantage  in 
their  choice  of  ground  and  knowledge 
of  the  country;  and  says  that  they 
had  present  132  regiments  of  infantry 
and  20  of  cavalry,  beside  24  smaller 
organizations  of  cavalry,  12  battalions 
of  sharp-shooters,  and  23  batteries  of 
artillery — all  which,  he  estimates, 
must  have  presented  an  aggregate  of 
fully  62,720  men.  He  thinks  their 
killed  and  wounded  must  have 
amoimted  to  14,560  men.  If  he  had 
only  told  us  how  many  of  them  he 
buried,  and  how  many  wounded  (or 
others)  fell  into  his  hands,  he  would 
have  earned  our  gratitude. 

Bragg,  ^p^  contra^  says  he  had  but 
35,000  men  on  the  field  when  the 
%ht  commenced,  of  whom  but 
about  30,000  were  infantry  and  artil- 
lery ;  and  that  he  lost  of  these  over 
10,000,  of  whom  9,000  were  killed 


"Jan,  3.  "JaiLl. 

^  AmoDg  our  killed,  beside  those  alreadj  men- 
tioned, were  Cols.  Jones,  24th  Ohio,  MoKee,  3d 
Kj^  Williams,  25th  BI.,  Harrington,  27th  ni, 
Btom,  101st  Ohio,  and  MilUkin,  8d  Ohio  cavalry. 


Among  our  wounded,  beside  those  aheady 
named,  were  Cols.  Forman,  15th  Kj^  Hum* 
phreya,  88th  Ind.,  Alexander,  21st  HI.,  Hines, 
67th  Ind.,  Blake,  40th  Ind.,  and  Lt-OoL  Tanner, 
22dlnd. 
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and  wounded.'*  He  claims  to  haye 
taken  6,273  prisoners,  many  of  them 
by  the  raids  of  hia  cavalry  on  the 
trains  and  fugitives  between  our  army 
and  Nashville ;  and  he  estimates  our 
losses  at  24,000  killed  and  wounded, 
with  over  30  guns  to  his  8.  He 
daims  to  have  captured,  in  addition, 
6,000  small  arms  and  much  other 
valuable  spoil,  beside  burning  800 
wagons,  &a,  &c  It  seems  odd  that, 
aft^  such  a  fight,  he  should  have 
retired  so  hastily  as  to  leave  1,500  of 
his  sick  and  wounded  (Union  ac- 
counts says  2,600),  with  200  medical 
and  other  attendants,  in  his  deserted 
hospitals  at  Murfreesboro'.** 

It  is  a  fair  presumption  that  our 
losses,  both  in  men  (prisoners  includ- 
ed) and  material,  were  greater  than 
those  of  the  Bebels  ;  and  that  Bose- 
orans's  army  was  disabled  by  those 
losses  for  any  effective  pursuit ;  but 
this  does  not  and  can  not  demolish 
the  fact  that  the  battle  of  Stone  river, 
so  gallantly,  obstinately,  desperately 
fought,  was  lost  by  Bragg  and  the 
Rebels,  and  won  by  the  army  of 
the  Ctmiberland  and  its  heroic  com- 
mander.   

On  the  day  "  of  the  great  struggle 
at  Stone  river.  Gen.  Forrest,  who, 
with  3,500  cavalry,  had  been  detach- 
ed "  by  Bragg  to  operate  on  our  com- 
munications  in  "West  Tennessee,  and 
who  had  for  two  weeks  or  more  been 
raiding  through  that  section,  threat- 
ening Jackson,  capturing  Trenton, 


Humboldt,  Union  City,  &c.,  burning 
bridges,  tearing  up  raUs,  and  parc^ 
ing  captured  Federals  (over  1,000, 
according  to  his  reports — 700  of  them 
at  Trenton  alone),  was  struck  on  his 
return  at  Pabkes^s  Cross-Boam, 
between  Huntingdon  and  Lexington, 
and  thoroughly  routed.  He  ^t  en- 
countered CoL  C.  L.  Dunham,  with 
a  small  brigade  of  1,600 ;  who  had,' 
the  day  before,  been  pushed  forward 
from  Huntingdon  by  Gen.  J.  C.  Sul- 
livan, and  who  was  getting  the  worst 
of  the  fight — Shaving  been  nearly  sur- 
rounded, his  train  captured,  and  he 
smnmoned  to  surrender — when  Sul- 
livan came  up  at  double-quick,  with 
the  two  fresh  brigades  of  Gen.  Hay- 
nie  and  Col.  Fuller,  and  rushed  upon 
the  astonished  Rebels,  who  fled  in 
utter  rout,  not  attempting  to  make  a 
stand,  nor  hardly  to  fire  a  shot,  For- 
rest himself  narrowly  escaped  capture ; 
losing  4  guns,  over  400  prisoners, 
including  his  Adjutant,  Strange, 
two  Colonels,  many  horses,  arms, 
&a,  &c.  He  fled  eastwanj  to  Clif- 
ton, where  he  recrossed  the  Tennes- 
see, and  thence  made  his  way  back 
to  Bragg.  He  lost  in  the  flght  about 
50  killed  and  150  woimded — ^the  lat- 
ter being  included  among  the  pris- 
oners. Dunham  reports  his  loss  at 
220  :  23  killed,  139  wounded,  and  58 

missing.  

Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  who  had 
been  likewise  dispatched  by  Bragg 
to  operate  on  Bosecrans's  communi- 


*  Among  his  killed  were  Gens.  James  £. 
Bains  (Missouri),  and  Roger  W.  Hanson  (Ken- 
tuoky) ;  and  Cols.  Moore,  SthTenn.,  Burks,  11th 
Texas,  fisk,  16th  La.,  Cunningham,  28th  Tenn., 
and  Black,  5(h  Ga.  Among  his  wounded  were 
Gens.  James  R.  Chalmers  and  D.  W.  Adams. 

**  He  says,  in  his  report,  that  his  men  were 
"  greatlj  exhausted"  bj  the  long  contest  and  its 
priyations — as  if  they  were  peculiar  in  that  r»- 
Bpect— when  they  had  Murfreeeboro' Just  behind 


them,  with  their  d^p6ts  and  hospitals;  while 
our  troops  had  scarcely  a  roof  to  th^  heads—- 
and  that — 

"  The  only  question  with  me  was,  whether 
the  moyement  should  be  made  at  once,  or  de- 
layed 24  hours  to  saye  a  few  of  our  wounded. 
As  it  was  probable  that  we  should  lose  by^ex- 
haustion  as  many  as  we  should  remoye  of  the 
wounded,  my  inclination  to  remain  was  yielded.** 

■'Dec.  31. 

"Orossiiig  the  Tennessee  at  Oltftoo,  Dea  13. 
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cation^  gimiQtaneonfllj  with  Forreet's 
doingB  in  Weet  TenneBBee,  pafieing 
the  left  of  Bosecranfi's  anny ,  rode  in- 
to the  heart  of  E^tnckj ;  and,  after 
Inconsiderable  skirmishes  at  Glas- 
gow, Upton,  BSid  Nolin,**  pressed  on 
to  Elizabethtown,  which  he  took,  af- 
ter a  brief,  one-sided  conflict,  captur- 
ing thare  an<]t  &t  the  trestlework  on 
the  railroad,  five  or  six  miles  above, 
several  hundred  prisoners,  destroy- 
ing **  the  railroad  tor  miles,  with  a 
quantity  of  army  stores.  He  then 
raided  up  to  Bardstown,  where  he 
turned"  abruptly  southward,  being 
threatened  by  a  far  superior  force ; 
retreating  into  Tennessee  by  Spring- 
field and  Campbellsville ;  having  in- 
flicted considerable  damage  and  in- 
curred very  little  loss.. 

But  his  raid  was  fiilly  countered 
by  one  led  **  about  the  same  time  by 
Brig.-Qen.  H.  Carter  (formerly  CoL 
2d  Tennessee)  from  Winchester,  Ky., 
across  the  Cumberland,  Powell's,  and 
Olincli  mountains,  through  a  comer 
of  Lee  coimty,  Va.,  to  Blountsville 
and  Zollicoffer  (formerly  Union  Sta- 
tion), East  Tennessee,  where  150  of 
the  62d  North  Carolina,  Mig*.  Mc- 
Dowell, were  surprised  and  captured 
without  a  shot,  and  the  railroad 
bridge,  720  feet  long,  over  the  Hols- 
ton,  destroyed,  with  700  small  arms 
and  much  other  material  of  war. 
Pushing  on  ten  miles,  to  Clinch's  Sta- 
tion, Carter  had  a  little  fight,  captur- 
ed 75  prisoners,  and  destroyed  the 
railroad  bridge,  400  feet  long,  over 
the  Watauga,  with  a  locomotive  and 
several  cars;  returning  thence  by 
Jonesville,  Lee  county,  Va.,  recross- 
ing  the  Cumberland  range  at  Hank's 
Gap ;  and,  after  two  or  three  smart 
skirmishes,  returning  in  triumph  to 


his  old  quarters;  having  lost  but 
20  men,  mainly  prisoners — and  killed 
or  captured  over  500.  Having  been 
ridden  all  but  incessantly  690  miles, 
with  very  little  to  eat,  many  of  his 
horses  gave  out  and  were  IdEt  to  die 
on  the  return. 


Gen.  Wheeler,  in  chief  command 
of  Bragg's  cavalry,  4,600  strong, 
with  Forrest  and  Wharton  as  Briga* 
diers,  passiug  Bosecrans's  army  by 
its  right,  concentrated  his  forces  at 
Franklin,  and  pushed  north-west- 
ward rapidly  to  Dover,  near  the  site 
of  old  Fort  Donelson,  which  our 
Generals  had  seen  no  reason  to  re- 
pair and  occupy.  But  he  found  ** 
Dover  held  by  CoL  A.  C.  Harding, 
83d  Illinois,  with  some  600  men  fit 
for  duty ;  his  battery  and  one  or  two 
companies  being  absent ;  but  Hard- 
ing proved  the  man  for  the  exigency. 
He  at  once  sent  across  to  Fort  Hen- 
ry for  assistance,  and  dispatehed  a 
steamboat  down  the  Cumberland  for 
gunboats;  at  the  same  time  throw- 
ing out  and  deploying  his  men  so  as 
to  impede  to  the  utmost  the  advance 
of  the  Bebels,  and  opening  upon 
them  so  soon  as  they  came  within 
range,  with  a  32-pounder  and  4  brass 
guns,  which  were  all  he  had.  Thus 
fighting  with  equal  energy  and  judg- 
ment, he  repelled  alternate  chaiges 
and  invitetions  to  surrender  until 
dark,  though  nearly  surrounded  and 
pressed  fi'om  both  sides  by  his  assail- 
(mts,  who,  with  reason,  confidently 
expected  to  capture  him.  In  their 
last  charge,  the  Bebels  lost  Col.  Mc- 
Nairy,  of  Nashville,  who  fell  while 
vainly  endeavoring  to  nJly  his  men. 
No  ^lief  arrived  from  Fort  Henry 
till  next  morning ;  but  the  gunboat 


"Dec.  24. 


"Dec.  28. 


*  Dec  30. 


"Dea  30. 


*Feb.  3,  1863. 
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Fair  Play,  Lt.  Fitch,  leading  four 
others,  all  of  them  convoying  a  fleet 
of  transports  np  the  river,  had  been 
hailed  24  miles  below  by  Harding's 
messenger,  and  incited  to  make  all 
speed  to  the  rescue.  Harding  was 
still  holding  his  ground  firmly, 
though  nearly  out  of  ammunition — 
having  lost  one  of  his  guns  and  45 
out  of  60  artillery  horses — ^when,  at 
8  p.  M.,  the  Fair  Play  arrived,  and 
considerably  astonished  the  Bebels 
by  a  raking  fire  along  their  line. 
The  other  gunboats  wer^  soon  on 
hand,  and  doing  likewise,  but  to  little 
purpose ;  since  the  Rebels  had  taken 
to  their  heels  at  the  first  sound  of 
guns  from  the  water,  leaving  150 
dead  and  an  equal  number  of  prison- 
ers behind  them.  Harding  estimates 
their  wounded  at  400,  and  makes  his 
own  loss  16  killed,  60  wounded,  and 
60  prisoners.  Wheeler,  as  if  satis- 
fied with  this  experience,  returned 
quietly  to  Franklin. 

Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  with  his  divi- 
sion of  infantry  and  two  brigades  of 
cavaliy,  under  Col.  Minty,  had  been 
sent  **  westward  by  Rosecrans,  as  if  to 
intercept  Wheeler  on  his  way  south- 
ward. He  captured  141  of  Wheel- 
er's men,  including  two  Colonels; 
but  returned  "  to  Murfreesboro'  with- 
out a  fight  and  without  loss. 

Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan  next  made  **  a 
similar  demonstration  southward, 
nearly  to  Shelbyville,  then  turning 
north-westward  to  Franklin ;  having 
two  or  three  skirmishes  with  inferior 
forces,  under  Forrest  and  Van  Dom, 
who  fled,  losing  in  all  about  100, 
mainly  prisoners ;  while  our  loss  was 
10,  Sheridan  retmned  to  Murfrees- 
boro'  after  an  absence  of  ten  days. 

Meantime,  Van  Dom  had  dealt 


us  a  skiUfiil  blow  at  Spring  Hill,  10 
miles  south  of  Franklin,  and  30  from 
NaahviHe,  whither  Col.  John  Co- 
bum,  S3d  Indiana,  had  been  dis- 
patched from  Franklin,  with  2,000 
infantry,  600  cavalry,  and  a  light 
battery,  simultaneously  with  Sheri- 
dan's advance  from  Murfreesboro*. 
Before  reaching  Spring  Hill,  his 
advance  was  contested ;  and,  on  the 
moming  of  the  next  day,"  he  was 
assailed  by  a  far  superior  force,  by 
which  he  was  in  the  course  of  the 
day  all  but  surroxmded;  and,  after 
fighting  until  his  ammunition  was 
exhausted,  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render his  remaining  infantry,  1,306 
in  number.  His  cavalry  and  artillery, 
having  run  away  in  excellent  season, 
escaped  with  little  loss.  Van  Dom's 
force  consisted  of  six  brigades  of 
cavalry  and  moimted  infantry. 

A  fortnight  later.  Col.  A.  S.  Hall, 
105th  Ohio,  with  four  regiments, 
numbering  1,323  men,  moved  nearly 
east  fix)m  Murfreesboro',  intending  to 
surprise  a  Eebel  camp  at  Gainesville ; 
but  he  missed  his  aim,  and  was  soon 
confronted  by  a  raiment  of  hostile 
cavalry;  before  which.  Hall  slowly 
withdrew  to  the  little  village  of  Mil- 
ton, 12  miles  north-east  of  Murfrees- 
boro', taking  post  on  Vauglit's  Hill, 
a  mile  or  so  distant ;  where  he  was 
assailed"  by  a  superior  Rebel  force, 
under  Oten.  Morgan.  But  his  men 
were  skillftdly  posted,  supporting  a 
section  of  Harris's  19th  Indiana  bat- 
tery, which  was  admirably  served, 
and  doubtless  contributed  very  essen- 
tially to  Morgan's  defeat,  with  a  loss 
of  63  killed  and  some  200  or  300 
wounded,  including  himself.  Hall's 
entire  loss  was  but  55. 

Franklin,  being    occupied    by  a 


••Jan.  31. 


*F6b.l3. 


"•March  4. 


"March  5. 


••March  20. 
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Union  force  of  4,500  men,  under 
Gtei.  Gordon  Granger,  Van  Dom, 
"with  a  superior  force,  assaUed,**  with 
intent  to  capture  it ;  but  was  easily 
beaten  off,  witb  a  loss  of  200  or  300, 
including  80  prisoners;  our  loss 
bdng  37  only. 

A  few  days  later,  Maj.-Gen.  J,  J, 
Eeynolds  pushed  out,"  with  his  divi- 
sion and  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  to 
McMinnville;  whence  he  drove  out 
Morgan,  taking  130  prisoners,  de- 
stroying a  large  amount  of  Bebel 
stores,  and  returning  "  without  loss. 

Ool.  Watkins,  6th  Kentucky,  with 
600  cavalry,  surprised  "  a  Kebel  camp 
on  the  Carter's  creek  pike,  8  miles 
fix>ra  Franklin ;  capturing  140  men, 
250  horses  and  mules,  and  destroying 
a  large  amount  of  camp  equipaga 

CoL  A.  D.  Streight,  51st  Indiana, 
at  the  head  of  1,800  cavahy,  was 
next  dispatched"  by  Bosecrans  to 
the  rear  of  Bragg's  army,  with  in- 
structions to  cut  the  railroads  in  north- 
western Gteoi^ia,  and  destroy  gen- 
erally all  depots  of  supplies  and 
manufactories  of  arms,  clothing,  <&c. 
Having  been  taken  up  the  Tennessee 
on  steamboats  from  Fort  Henry  to 
Eastport,  Ala.,  where  he  was  joined 
by  an  infantry  force  under  Gen. 
Dodge,  they  attacked  and  captured 
Tuscumbia,  inflicting  considerable 
loss  on  the  Eebels ;  and,  while  Qen. 
Dodge  made  a  sweeping  raid  through 
Korth  Alabama,  returning  ultimate- 
ly to  his  headquarters  at  Corinth, 
Col.   Streight  struck   for  Northern 


Georgia,  expecting  to  swoop  down 
successively  on  Bome  and  Atlanta, 
destroying  there  large  manufactories, 
machine-shops,  and  magazines.  He 
was  hardly  well  on  his  road,  however, 
before  Forrest  and  Roddy,  with  a 
superior  force  of  Rebel  cavalry,  -were 
after  him ;  following  sharply,  and 
easily  gaining  upon  him,  through  a 
running  fight  of  over  100  miles; 
when,  his  ammunition  being  ex- 
hausted and  his  men  nearly  worn  out, 
Streight  surrendered,  when  15  miles 
from  Rome.  His  men  were  treated  as 
other  captives  and  exchanged;  while 
Streight  and  his  officers  were  retained 
for  a  time  in  close  prison,  on  a  de- 
mand of  Gov.  Brown,  of  Georgia, 
that  they  be  treated  as  felons,  under 
a  law  of  that  State,  which  makes  the 
inciting  of  slaves  to  rebellion  a  high 
crime.  The  specific  charge  was  that 
negroes  were  found  among  their  men 
in  uniform  and  bearing  arms ;  which 
was  strenuously  denied:  the  few 
negroes  with  them  being  claimed  as 
servants  of  officers ;  and  the  only 
one  who  was  armed  insisting  that  he 
was  carrying  his  employer's  sword, 
as  an  act  of  duty.  After  a  long  con- 
finement, Streight,  with  107  other  of 
our  officers,  escaped**  from  labby 
Prison,  Richmond:  60  of  them,  in- 
cluding Streight,  making  their  way 
to  our  lines.  He  estimates  his  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  during  this  raid 
at  100,  including  Col.  Hathaway, 
killed ;  and  puts  the  Rebel  loss  at 
five  times  that  number.  He  sur- 
rendered, in  all,  1,366  men. 


'  April  10. 


•April  20.     **  April ae. 


'April  27. 


■April  29. 


*Fdb.9, 1864. 
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XIV. 
OPEEATIONS   AGAINST    VICKSBUEG. 


Ykkcsbubg,  on  thd  lower  Miasifi- 
eippi,  about  midway  between  Cairo 
and  its  mouth,  was  the  natural  cen- 
ter and  chief  citadel  of  the  Slaye- 
holders'  Confederacy.  Located  on  an 
almost  unique  ridge  of  high,  rolling 
land  adjoining  the  great  river,  sur- 
rounded by  the  richest  and  best  cul- 
tivated Cotton  r^on*  in  America, 
whereof  the  slave  population  con- 
siderably outnumbwed  the  free,  it 
had  early  devoted  itself,  heart-  and 
soul,  to  the  Bebel  cause.  Its  natural 
strength  and  importance,  as  com- 
manding the  navigation  of  the  great 
artery  of  the  South-west,  were  early 
appreciated;  and  it  was  so  fortified 
and  garrisoned  as  to  repel — as  we 
have  seen* — the  efforts  of  our  fleets 
and  expeditions,  which,  after  the  fall 
of  New  Orleans  and  that  of  Mem- 
phis, assailed  it  from  below  and  from 
above  respectively  and  conjointly. 
Being  the  chief  outlet  for  the  surplus 
products  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
connected  with  Jackson,  its  capital, 
44  miles  east,  by  a  railroad,  and  thus 
with  all  the  railroads  which  traverse 
the  State,  as  also  with  the  Washita 
Valley,  in  northern  Louisiana,  by  a 
railroad  to  Monroe,  while  the  Yazoo 
brought  to  its  doors  the  commerce  of 
another  rich  and  capacious  valley, 
Vicksburg,  with  4,591  inhabitants  in 
1860,  was  flourishing  signally  and 
growing  rapidly  imtil  plunged  head- 
long into  the  vortex  of  Rebellion  and 
Civil  War. 

Both  parties  to  the  struggle  hav- 
ing early  recognized  its  importance 


— Jefferson  Davis,  in  a  speech  at  Jack* 
son,  having  in  1862  pronounced  it 
indispensable  to  the  Confederacy  that 
the  control  of  tiie  Mississippi  ^ould 
not  be  surrendered  to  Federial  power 
— afresh  preparations  to  "repossess'* 
it  were  early  set  on  foot  among  the 
Union  commanders  above.  Gen, 
Grant's  department  of  West  Tennes- 
see having  been  so  enlarged*  as  to 
include  Mississippi,  he  at  once  com- 
menced preparations  for  an  advance; 
transferring,"  soon  after,  his  head- 
quarters from  Jackson  to  Lagrange  ; 
whence  he  pushed  out*  Gen,  Mo- 
Pherson,  witii  10,000  infantry,  and 
1,500  cavalry,  under  Col.  Lee,  to 
Lamar,  driving  back  the  Rebel  cav- 
alry. At  length,  all  things  being 
ready.  Grant  impelled*  a  movement 
of  his  army  down  the  great  South- 
em  Eailroad  from  Grand  Junction 
through  Holly  Springs  to  Oxford; 
our  cavalry  advance,  2,000  strong, 
being  pushed  forward  to  Coffeeville, 
where  it  was  suddenly  confix)nted  and 
attacked  by  Van  Dom,*  with  a  supe- 
rior infantry  force,  by  whom  it  was 
beaten  back  three  miles,  with  a  loss 
of  100  men. 

Grant  was,  with  his  main  body, 
still  at  Oxford,  preparing  to  move  on 
to  Jackson  and  Vicksburg,  when 
Van  Dom  struck*  a  damaging  blow 
at  his  communications.  The  railroad 
having  by  this  time  been  repaired 
and  operated  to  Holly  Springs,  that 
village  had  been  made  our  temporary 
d6p6t  of  arms,  provisions,  and  muni- 
tions, which  had  here  been  accumu- 


>  See  pages  57  and  lOL  •  Oct  16,  1862.  •  Nov.  4.  *  Nov.  8,  •  Nov.  28.  •  Dec  5.  '  Dec.  20. 
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lated,  while  the  railroad  farther  south 
was  being  repaired,  to  such  an  extent 
that  ihej  were  estimated  by  the  ene- 
my as  wc»rth  at  least  $4,000,000.  The 
post  was  in  charge  of  OoL  R.  0.  Mur- 
phy, 8th  Wisconsin,  who  had  over 
1,000  men  under  his  command;  while 
bales  of  cotton  and  barrels  of  flour 
l^  thousands  proffered  the  readiest 
means  of  barricading  its  streets  and 
keeping  out  ten  times  his  force,  until 
it  could  be  reduced  by  heavy  guns 
and  regular  approaches,  or  at  least 
consumed  by  volleys  of  shells. 

Grant  had  warned  Murphy  of  his 
danger  the  night  before,  and  did  not 
imagine  his  capture  a  possibility ;  but 
no  preparation  had  been  made  for 
rfisistance,  no  street  barricaded ;  not 
even  our  men  posted  to  resist  an  as- 
sault ;  when,  at  daybreak.  Van  Dom 
burst  into  tiie  town  with  his  wild 
cavalry,  captured  the  imbecile  or 
traitorous  wretch  who  should  have 
defended  it,  and  burned  all  but  the 
little  plunder  his  men  were  able  to 
oarry  off,  including  a  large  hospital 
full  of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers, 
which  his  Adjutant  had  promised  to 
spare.  Our  cavalry  (2d  Illinois)  re- 
fused to  surrender,  and  cut  their  way 
out  by  a  resolute  charge,  in  which 
they  lost  but  Y  men,  disabling  80 
Bebels.  Murphy  filled  up  the  meas- 
ure of  his  infamy  by  accepting  pa- 
roleS)  with  his  men ;  so  as  to  prevent 
their  recapture  and  relieve  ^e  ene- 
my of  the  trouble  of  guarding  them. 
The  Bebels  claim*  to  have  captured 


and  paroled  1,800  men  and  150  offi- 
cers ;  but  this  must  include  the  sick 
Mid  wounded  whom  they  found  in 
the  hospital.  Two  locomotives  and 
40  or  50  cars  were  among  the  prop- 
erty destroyed;  the  Kebels  coming 
prepared  with  cans  of  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine to  hasten  the  conflagration: 
the  burning  arsenal  blowing  up,  at  8 
p.  M.,  with  a  concussion  which  shat- 
tered several  buildings,  while  20  men 
were  wounded  by  flying  balls  and 
shell  The  Bebels  left  at  5,  after  a 
stay  of  ten  hours,  which  they  had 
improved  to  the  utmost :  thence  pro- 
ceeding to  assul,  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, Coldwater,  Davis's  Mill,  Mid- 
dleburg,  and  Bolivar,  farther  north ; 
but,  though  the  defenders  of  each 
were  fewer  than  Murphy  might  have 
rallied  to  his  aid  at  Holly  Springs, 
each  was  firmly  held,  and  the  raiders 
easily  driven  off.  Murphy,  it  need 
hardly  be  added,  was  dismissed  &om 
the  service  in  a  stinging  order*  by 
Gen.  Grant — said  order  "  to  take  ef- 
fect fix)m  Dec.  20th,  the  date  of  his 
cowardly  and  disgraceful  conduct.** 

Grant  had  seasonably  dispatched 
4,000  men  by  rail  to  the  relief  of 
Holly  Springs — or  rather,  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  its  capture, 
so  vital  was  its  importance ;  but  they* 
were  stopped  midway  by  some  ob- 
struction on  the  track,  and  only  ar- 
rived two  hours  after  the  enemy  had 
departed. 

Thus,  by  the  baseness  of  one  mis- 
creant, were  not  only  2,000  men  and 


*  mehmond  iHapakh,  Jan.  15,  1863. 
The  enraptured  writer  elsewhere  says: 
"The  Boene  wag  wild,  exciting,  tumultuous. 
Yankees  running;  tents  burning;  torches  flam- 
ing; Confederates  shouting;  guns  popping;  sa- 
bers clanking ;  Abolitionists  lagging  for  mercy ; 
'Bebels*  sboutmg  exultingly;  women,  en  diaha^ 
We,  clapping  their  hands,  frantic  with  joy,  cry- 
ing^ <Eill  them  I  kill  them  r— a  heterogeneous 


mass  of  excited,  fVantio,  frightened  human  be- 
ings— ^presented  an  indescribable  picture,  adapt- 
ed to  the  pencil  of  Hogarth.*' 

And  again: 

"The  ladies  rushed  out  from  the  houses,  wild 
with  joy,  crying  out:  ' There *s  some  at  the 
Fair  Grounds:  chase  them  I  kUl  them  I  for  God*8 
sake!**' 

*  Dated  Holly  Springs,  Jan.  8. 
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several  millionB'  worth  of  property 
Bacrificed,  bnt  the  fair  promise  of  an 
important  expedition  utterly  blight- 
ed. By  the  loss  of  his  stores  and 
trains,  Grant  was  completely  para- 
lyzed, and  compelled  to  fedl  back  to 
Grand  Junction:  thence  moving 
westward  to  Memphis,  so  as  to  de- 
scend by  the  river  to  Vicksburg. 


Gens.  A.  P.  Hovey  and  0. 0.  Wash- 
bume,  with  some  3,000  men,  had 
crossed ''  the  Mississippi  from  Helena 
simultaneously  with  Grant's  advance ; 
taking  post  near  the  head  of  Yazoo 
Pass,  capturing  a  Bebel  camp,  and 
moving  down  the  Qoldwater  and 
Tallahatchie  rivers,  with  intent  to 
reenforce  Grant;  but  this  was  now 
frustrated,  and  their  force  recalled  to 
the  Mississippi. 

The  day  after  the  Holly  Springs 
disaster,  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  had 
left  Memphis  with  the  Eight  Wing 
of  the  "  Army  of  the  Tennessee" — 
some  30,000  strong— on  boats  which 
passed  down  the  Mississippi  and  12 
miles  up  the  Yazoo  to  Johnston's 
Landing,  where  the  troops  were  de- 
barked," and  a  general  assault  was 
made  next  day  on  the  well-manned 
fortifications  and  batteries  which  de- 
fended Vicksburg  on  the  north.  The 
ground  between  the  Yazoo  and  the 
precipitous  blufis  whereon  the  Sebels 
were  fortified,  is  agreeably  (to  al- 
ligators) diversified  by  ^swamps,' 
*  sloughs,'  *  lagoons,'  and  *  bayous;' 
and  is  in  the  main  a  profound  mire, 
resting  on  quicksand.  'Chickasaw 
Bayou,'  connecting  the  two  rivers,  is 
its  most  salient  feature;  but  much 
of  it  had  been  a  cedar  swamp,  or 
boggy  thicket,  whereof  so  much  as 
lay  directly  in  front  of  the  Sebel 


defenses  had  been  transformed  into 
abatis,  covering  rifle-pits.  Unknown 
to  Sherman,  Grant's  recoil  from  Ox- 
ford had  liberated  the  Rebel  army 
previously  confronting  him;  which 
had  forthwith  been  apprised  "  of  the 
cloud  gathering  on  the  MississippL 
G^n.  Pemberton,  who  was  in  chief 
command  at  Grenada,  had  at  once 
faced  about;  and,  three  days  later^ 
having  definite  advices  that  Sher- 
man's gunboats  had  reached  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  he  began  to 
send  his  men  southward  by  rail ;  fol- 
lowing himself  next  day.  Thus,  ex- 
peditious as  were  Sherman's  move- 
ments, most  of  the  Rebel  forces  in 
all  that  region,  except  Van  Dom 
and  his  cavalry,  were  on  hand  to  r§- 
sist  him. 

Sherman's  army  was  uniquely 
Western;  and,  with  the  West,  the 
reopening  of  the  Mississippi  was  an 
absorbing  passion.  It  was  brave, 
well  oflScered,  and  ably  commanded  ; 
while  Com.  Porter's  gunboats  were 
ready  to  render  it  every  assistance 
that  gunboats  could ;  it  encountered 
none  of  those  unforeseen,  fortuitous 
mischances,  against  which  even  Qe- 
nius  is  impotent,  and  Valor  fruitless; 
it  fought  superbly,  and  piled  the 
earth  with  its  dead  and  wounded; 
yet  it  failed,  simply  because  such 
defenses  as  it  was  required  to  assail 
are,  when  fairly  armed  and  manned, 
absolutely  impregnable  to  simple  as- 
sault. They  may  be  overcome  by 
r^ular  approaches;  they  may  be 
mastered  by  the  surprise  of  some  un* 
guarded  but  vital  point ;  they  must 
yield  at  last  to  famine,  if  closely  and 
persistently  invested;  but  to  hurl 
column  after  column  of  infantry  upon 
them  is   simple,   useless  slaughter. 


*  Nov.  20. 


'Dea26. 


"•Dea  21. 
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Yet  this  nowi^  impeaches  the  gen- 
eralship of  Sherman,  who  could  not 
tell  what  they  were,  nor  who  were 
behind  them,  until  he  had  given 
them  a  triaL 

Let  ns  condense  the  painful  de- 
tails: 

Gen.  Sherman  was  quite  aware  of 
the  natural  strength  of  the  Rebel  line 
of  defense,  and  that  the  labor  of 
thousands  of  slaves  had  for  n^onths 
been  devoted  to  its  increase,  by  the 
digging  of  trenches  and  rifle-pits,  the 
planting  of  batteries,  felling  of  trees 
for  abatis,  &c.y  &c.  But^  he  rea- 
soned, that  line  is  at  least  15  miles 
long,  from  Vicksburg  to  Haines's 
Bluff;  there  are  but  about  15,000 
men  behind  it,  which  is  but  1,000  to 
the  mile ;  and  it  must  be  that  a  se- 
ries of  vigorous  attacks  will  develop 
some  point  whereon  an  instant  and 
overwhelming  superiority  of  num- 
bers can  be  made  to  tell.  And  so  it 
would,  had  not  the  bayous,  lagoons, 
and  swamps — ^but  more  especially 
Chickasaw  bayou — so  protected  the 
entire  Rebel  front  that  there  were 
but  four  points  at  which  it  could 
be  reached  from  the  Yazoo;  and 
these  were  so  covered  and  enfi- 
laded by  hostile  batteries,  rifle-pits, 
Ac,  that  approach  was  all  but  cer- 
tain destruction.  The  knowledge  of 
this  impregnability  was  one  of  the 
costly  lessons  of  the  war. 

During  the  26th  and  27th,  our  men 
were  debarked  without  resistance, 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Yazoo; 
and,  being  formed  in  four  columns, 
gradually  pushed  forward,  driving 
back  the  enemy's  pickets,  toward  the 
frowning  blufe  southward.  During 
the  ensuing  night,  the  ground  and 
obstacles  in  our  front  were  carefully 


reconnoitered,  and  found  even  more 
difficult  than  rumor  had  made  them. 
Chickasaw  bayou  was  conclusively 
ascertained  to  be  passable  but  at  two 
points — one  a  narrow  levee;  the 
other  a  sand-bar — each  completely 
commanded  by  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters, who  were  tiioroughly# 
covered  by  their  rifle-pits  and  other 
defenses;  while  batteries,  trenches, 
and  rifle-pits  rose,  tier  above  tier,  up 
the  steep  bluflfe  beyond,  which  were 
crowned  by  still  heavier  batteries. 
And  Gen.  Steele,  whose  division,  ex- 
cept Blair's  brigade,  had  been  de- 
barked above  the  junction  of  the 
bayou  with  the  Yazoo  and  the 
cypress  swamp  and  slough  beyond, 
on  advancing  next  day,"  found  his 
progress  barred  by  an  impassable, 
swamp,  traversed  only  by  a  long: 
corduroy  causeway,  so  thoroughly 
swept  and  enfiladed  by  Rebel  bat? 
teries  and  rifle-pits  that  he  could 
hardly  hope  to  take  across  it  half 
the  men  who  made  the  attempt; 
which  he  properly  declined,  and  was 
justified  by  Sherman  in  so  doing. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Geo^  W.  Morgan's 
division  had  advanced^  under  cover 
of  a  dense  fog  and  the  fire  of  its 
artillery,  against  the  center  of  the 
Rebel  defenses:  reaching  the  bank  of 
the  bayou  where  it  runs  nearest  to 
the  bluflfe,  whereby  its  progress  was 
completely  arrested ;  but  it  held  its 
ground  through  the  ensuing  night. 

Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith's  division' 
simultaneously  advanced  over  less; 
favorable  ground,  considerably  to  the  - 
right  ;^  its  leader  being  disabled  be- 
fore noon  by  a  sharp-shooter's  bullet 
thrwigh  his  hip,  while  reconnoiter-' 
ing;  when  his  command  devolved^ 
on  Gjpn.  David  Stuart.    A  narrow* 


VOL.  n. — 19 
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Band-6pit  crossed  the  bayou  in  front 
of  this  division ;  but  it  was  so  swept 
and  enfiladed  by  Eebel  batteries  and 
rifle-pits,  while  a  diflBicult  abatis  for- 
bade egress  therefrom  on  the  enemy's 
side,  that  to  attempt  its  passage  was 
certain  destruction.  Nevertheless, 
^tuart  made  his  dispositions,  and  was 
ready  to  tempt  the  desperate  hazard 
so  soon  as  Morgan  should  do  likewise. 

StiU  farther  to  the  right  was  A.  J. 
Smith's  division,  whereof  Burbridge's 
brigade  arrived  about  noon  on  the 
27th ;  having  been  dispatched  "  from 
Milliken's  Bend  by  Sherman  to 
break  up  the  (uncompleted)  Vicks- 
borg  and  Shreveport  Bailroad  at  the 
Tensas  river,  bum  several  long 
bridges  and  trestles,  and  destroy  the 
cotton,  com,  &c.,  there  held  for  the 
Confederacy —an  order  which  it  had 
thoroughly  obeyed.  It  was  now 
pushed  forward  to  the  bayou,  with 
instructions  to  cannonade  the  Eebel 
defenses  opposite,  while  its  infantry 
should  hastily  construct  rafts  and 
cross ;  A.  J.  Smith's  2d  (Landrum's) 
brigade  holding  a  key  position  to  the 
right  and  rear,  having  its  pickets 
pushed  forward  into  the  abatis  in 
trontj  with  Vicksburg  in  plain  view 
on  its  right. 

During  the  ensuing  night,  Steele's 
division  was  reembarked  and  brought 
around  to  the  right  of  the  junction 
of  the  bayou  with  the  Yazoo,  so  as  to 
connect  closely  with  Morgan's  left ; 
and,  all  being  in  readiness,  Sherman 
— Shaving  heard  nothing  as  yet  of  the 
HoUy  Springs  disaster,  though  disap- 
pointed at  the  lack  of  cooperation,  or 
even  of  tidings,  from  Grant,  being 
aware  that  the  Bebels  in  his  front 
were  being  constantly  strengthened, 
and  that  time  was  on  the  side  of  his 


enemy — ordered  a  general  advance 
and  assault 

Morgan,  being  well  forward,  was 
expected  to  cross  the  bayou  first,  and 
carry  the  batteries  and  heights  di- 
rectly before  him;  but  it  was  noon 
before  he  was  ready;  and,  by  liis 
time,  Frank  Blair's  and  Thayer's 
brigades  of  Steele's  division  were  ftilly 
abreast  of  him  and  ready  to  go  in ; 
Steele's  remaining  (Hovey's)  brigade 
being  close  behind  them. 

Blair's  brigade  had  been  debarked 
between  Morgan's  and  M.  L.  Smith's 
divisions ;  but,  in  advancing,  it  had 
obliqued  to  the  left,  crossing  the 
track  of  Morgan's  division,  detach- 
ing, by  order,  two  r^ments  to  sup- 
port his  batteries ;  working  ita  way 
to  the  extreme  front  of  Morgan's  left, 
and  crossing  the  Chickasaw  bayou  in 
Steele's  van,  where  both  banks  were 
covered  by  tangled  abatis,  and  where 
the  bayou  presents  a  quicksand  bed 
300  feet  wide,  containing  water  16 
feet  wide  by  3  deep.  Through  this, 
Blair  led  his  bri^ule  fiurly  across, 
leaving  his  horse  fioundering  in  the 
quicksand,  while  he  carried  two  lines 
of  rifle-pits  beyond,  xmder  a  deluge 
of  shot  and  diell  from  front  and 
flanks,  which  struck  down  a  third  of 
his  command;  among  them  CoL  T. 
C.  Fletcher,"  3l8t  Missouri,  who, 
being  wounded,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy;  while  his  Lt-Col., 
Simpson,  was  also  wounded,  and  his 
Major,  Jaensen,  was  killed.  Lt.-Col. 
Dister,  58th  Ohio,  was  also  killed 
here.  CoL  J.  B.  Wyman,  13th 
Illinois,  had  fallen  the  day  before. 

De  Courcy's  brigade  of  Morgan's 
division  charged  on  Blair's  right; 
while  Thayer,  with  the  4th  Iowa 
(his    other   regiments  having  been 


*•  Deo,  21-32. 
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misdirected),  also  shared  in  the  peril 
and  glory  of  the  assanlt.  But  what 
could  valor — the  valor  of  half-a-dozen 
r^menta — avail  against  such  im- 
pediments? Pemberton  had  been 
reenforced,  during  the  27th,  by  three 
fresh  brigades  from  Grenada ;  and 
more  were  constantly  coming  in. 
His  rifle-pits  were  filled  with  sharp- 
shooters, whose  every  bullet  drew 
blood ;  his  gunners  had  the  range  of 
the  ford,  such  as  it  was,  and  poured 
grape  and  canister  into  our  dauntless 
but  momently  decimated  heroes,  who 
could  not  advance,  and  were  stung 
by  the  consciousness  that  they  were 
dying  in  vain.  They  fell  back,  by 
De  Oourcy's  order,  quite  as  rapidly, 
though  not  so  proudly,  as  they  had 
advanced :  the  17th  and  26th  Loui- 
siana, by  a  chai^  on  their  flank, 
capturing  4  flags,  with  332  prisoners, 
and  gathering  up  500  small  arms. 

Morgan,  who  had  endeavored  to 
throw  a  pontoon  across,  had  ordered 
Col.  lindsey,  with  his  own,  Shel- 
don's, and  two  regiments  of  Thayer's 
brigade,  to  advance  simultaneously 
with  Blair  and  De  Courcy,  and  ford 
the  bayou  farther  to  the  right ;  but 
Lindsey  frdled  to  execute  the  order : 
reporting  the  narrow  point  at  which 
the  bayou  was  here  fordable  covered 
by  a  masked  battery. 

On  our  right,  the  6th  Missouri,  in 
A,  J.  Smith's  advance,  likewise  went 
forward  at  noon,  and  crossed  the 
bayou  on  a  narrow  sand-bar;  but 
they  found  the  bank  so  steep  and  so 
thoroughly  swept  by  the  enemy's  ri- 
fles, that  they  could  not  force  an  as- 
cent, but  crouched  under  the  bank, 
ociiasionaUy  flred  down  upon  by  some 
eager  sharp-shooter,  till  after  dark; 
when  they  were  withdrawn ;  having 


lost  but  14  killed  and  48  wounded* 
But  Blair's  brigade  alone  lost  686 
men  this  day ;  Thayer's,  111 ;  Mor- 
gan's division,  875 ;  Stuart's  brigade, 
55 :  total  (including  that  of  the  6th 
Missouri),  1,734 :  so  that  this  at- 
tempt on  Vicksbuig  can  not  have  cost 
us  less  than  2,000  men ;  while  Pem- 
berton reports  his  casualties  at  only 
63  killed,  134  wounded,  and  10  miss- 
ing: total,  207. 

Sherman  was  baffled,  but  would 
not  give  it  up.  During  the  rainy 
night  which  followed,  our  men  stood 
or  lay  without  fire  in  the  swamp  bc»^ 
dering  the  execrated  bayou,  while 
their  leader  visited  Admiral  Portaf 
on  board  his  fiag-boat  and  concerted 
new  efforts.  Next  day,"  he  scruti- 
nized his  own  and  his  enemy's  posi- 
tion,  and  became  satisfied  that  the 
Rebel  lines  could  not  be  broken. 
But  might  they  not  be  turned )  He 
proposed  to  the  Admiral  a  combined 
demonstration  against  the  batteries 
on  their  extreme  right,  upon  Drum- 
gould's  Bluff,  some  miles  &rther  up 
the  Yazoo ;  the  Admiral  to  approach 
and  bombard  them,  while  10,000 
choice  troops  should  attempt  to  car- 
ry them  by  assault:  the  residue  of 
our  army  distracting  the  enemy's  at- 
tention by  menacing  his  front  nearer 
Yicksburg  with  a  fresh  attack. 

Porter,  as  ever,  lent  a  prompt  and 
hearty  cooperation;  and  the  troops 
were  accordingly  embarked:"  the 
gunboats  being  directed  to  move  at 
midnight  slowly  and  silently  up  the 
Yazoo  to  Drumgould's  Bluff;  at  4 
A.  M.,  engage  and  silence  the  Bebel 
batteries  there;  th^i  the  troops  to 
disembark,  storm  the  bluff  and  hold 
it,  while  cannonades,  attacks,  and 
alarms  along  the  bayou,  were  to  pre- 
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YBDt  the  sending  of  Bebel  reenforce- 
mentft  to  the  vital  point.  The  bat- 
teries carried,  onr  whole  armj  was  to 
be  hnrried  thither  and  solidly  estab- 
lished on  the  bluff;  thence  taking 
all  the  remaining  defenses  in  flank 
or  in  reverse,  and  fighting  its  way 
on  equal  terms  along  the  heights  into 
Vicksburg. 

Steele's  division  and  one  brigade 
of  M.  L.  Smith's  were  accordingly 
embarked;  and  Sherman,  who  had 
left  them  at  midnight,  had,  by  4  a.  m., 
every  man  at  his  post,  listening  for 
the  sound  of  Porter's  guns;  but  no 
sound  came.  At*  daybreak,  a  line 
from  Steele  apprised  the  General 
that  the  fog  on  the  river  had  been  so 
dense  that  the  Admiral  had  been  un- 
able to  move ;  so  that  the  enterprise 
must  be  postponed  to  the  next  night. 
But,  when  the  next  night  came,  it 
was  bright  moonlight,  rendering  the 
proposed  attack  quite  too  hazardous ; 
while  each  hour's  delay  must  inevi- 
tably increase  the  sad  probability 
that  the  enemy  would  divine,  or  at 
least  suspect,  what  was  meditated, 
and  prepare  to  render  the  purposed 
assault  more  costly  than  that  of  the 
29th.  The  swamp  wherein  our  men 
were  encamped  would  be  drowned 
by  the  next  heavy  rain ;  there  were 
already  ominous  rumors  afloat,  which 
every  thing  tended  to  confirm,  that 
Grant  had  fallen  back,  leaving  the 
Rebels  free  to  concentrate  40,000 
men  at  Vicksburg ;  there  was  no  use 
in  staying :  so  Sherman  resolved  to 
go ;  and,  by  sunrise  next  morning," 
he  had  every  thing  on  board,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  starting  for  Milliken's 
Bend ;  when  he  was  apprised  by  Ad- 
miral Porter  that  an  officer,  his  senior 
in  rank,  had  arrived;  to  whom  he 


accordingly  turned   over  the  com« 
mand« 

John  A.  McClemand,  of  IHinois, 
—a  "political  General,"  according 
to  the  West  Point  classification — was 
the  coming  man.  He  had  b^n  for 
years  a  Democratic  Representative  in 
Congress  of  some  note,  but  had  hith- 
erto won  no  distinction  jn  the  field. 
Having  been  dispatched  from  Mem- 
phis by  Gen.  Grant  to  Vicksburg,  he, 
on  his  arrival,  acquiesced  in  Sherman's 
decision  to  return  to  Milliken's  Bend, 
where  he  formally  assumed"  com- 
mand, and  at  once  addressed  himself 
to  the  execution  of  a  purpose  which 
he  had  formed  while  on  his  way  down 
the  river."  This  was  the  reduction 
of  Fort  Hindman,  otherwise  known 
as  The  Post  of  ArkansaSj  50  miles 
from  the  Mississippi ;  where  a  settle- 
ment had  been  made  by  the  French 
in  1685,  on  the  first  high  ground 
reached  in  ascending  from  the  great 
river;  eligibly  situated  in  a  fertile 
and  productive,  though  swampy,  re- 
gion, and  commanding  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  important  river  whose 
name  it  bears.  It  had  been  fortified 
by  the  Confederates,  having  a  para- 
pet 18  feet  across  and  a  ditch  20  feet 
wide  by  8  deep,  with  strong  case- 
mates, a  banquette  for  infantry,  and 
a  cordon  of  rifie-pits.  But  its  guns 
were  too  few  and  light,  and  their 
powder  inferior ;  so  that  Gen.  T  J. 
Churchill,  who  commanded,  had  nev- 
er a  chance  to  hold  it,  with  his  garri- 
son of  hardly  5,000,"  against  the  army 
that  now  advanced  for  its  reduction 
— 54  regiments  in  all — which,  though 
doubtless  sadly  wasted  by  the  bloody 
campaigns  of  1862,  must — ^to  say 
nothing  of  the  fleet — ^have  numbered 
more   than    20,000    men — ^probably 
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25,000  to  80,000.  Directly  after  a»- 
Buming  command,  Gen.  McClemand 
moved  up  White  river  15  miles,  to 
the  cut-off;  thence  across  (8  miles) 
into  the  Arkansas,"  and  up  to  No- 
trib's  farm,  three  miles  below  the 
Fort;  where  his  land  forces  were 
all  debarked  by  noon  of  next  day ; 
by  which  time,  our  gunboats  had 
shelled  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters 
out  of  their  rifle-pits  along  the  levee, 
and  were  soon  furiously  bombarding 
the  Fort.  And  now  our  soldiers, 
under  Gens.  Sherman,  Morgan,  Steele, 
D.  Stuart,  A.  J.  Smith,  and  Oster- 
haus,  were  pushed  up  to  and  nearly 
around  the  Fort,  despite  the  obsta- 
cles presented  by  bayous  and  miry 
swamps;  our  men  lying  on  their 
arms  that  night,  without  fires  or 
tents,  and  being  in  position  for  a 
general  assault  at  lOi  next  morn- 
ing." At  1  p.  M.,  the  gunboats  re- 
opened ;  and,  half  an  hour  later,  the 
brigades  of  Hovey,  Thayer,  Giles  A. 
and  T.  B.  Smith,  had  crossed  at 
double-quick  the  narrow  space  of 
open  ground  directly  in  their  f5pont, 
gaining  partial  shelter  in  a  belt  of 
woods  from  the  heavy  Bebel  fire 
which  here  brought  them  to  a  tem- 
porary halt;  when,  supported  by 
Blair's  brigade,  they  charged  up  to 
within  musket-range  of  the  enemy's 
defenses,  where  they  again  found  par- 
tial shelter  in  some  ravines,  skirted 
by  bushes  and  fallen  timber.  Mean- 
rime,  Gen.  Hovey  had  been  wounded 
by  a  fr^agment  of  shell,  and  Gen.  Thay- 
er had  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  ; 
but  our  gunboats  and  Gten.  Morgan's 
batteries  had  covered  the  advance  by 
a  rapid  fire,  silencing  a  part  of  the 
enemy's  artillery ;  Lt.  Webster's  and 
Blount's  Parrott  guns,  with  Hoff- 


man's, Wood's,  and  Barrett's  batte- 
ries, rendering  efficient  service ;  while 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  deployed  nine  regi- 
ments of  Burbridge's  and  Landrum's 
brigades,  supported  by  three  more  in 
reserve,  and  pressed  back  the  Rebel 
right  behind  a  cluster  of  cabins  near 
his  intrenchments,  whence  it  was 
dislodged  and  driven  in  by  a  charge 
of  the  23d  Wisconsin,  CoL  Guppy. 
FoUoMring  up  his  advantage,  Smith 
pushed  on  his  division  until  it  was 
within  200  yards  of  the  Fort,  whence 
he  sent  McClemand  word  that  he 
could  almost  shake  hands  with  the 
enemy.  By  this  time,  Col.  Sheldon, 
of  Osterhaus's  division,  had  sent  up  - 
Oooley's  battery  on  another  face  to 
within  200  yards  of  the  enemy's  lines, 
supported  by  the  118th  and  120th 
Ohio,  with  the  69th  Indiana  in  re- 
serve; soon  clearing  the  rifle-pits 
before  them;  when  the  120th  Ohio 
attempted  to  scale  and  carry  by  as- 
sault the  east  face  of  the  Fort,  but 
were  stopped  short  of  the  fosse  by  an 
impassable  ravine. 

At  Si  p.  M.,  the  guns  of  the  Fort 
having  been  silenced  by  the  fire  of 
our  far  superior  artillery,  and  Sher- 
man's right  having  been  strengthen- 
ed by  three  regiments  from  Smith's 
division,  McClemand  ordered  a  gen- 
eral assault :  when  our  men  dashed 
forward,  and — further  resistance  be- 
ing hopeless — a  white  flag  was  raised 
from  the  ramparts,  just  as  the  120th 
Ohio,  leading  the  88d  Ohio  and  16th 
Indiana,  under  Gen.  Burbridge,  were 
swarming  over  the  intrenchments  on 
the  east,  barely  in  advance  of  Sher- 
man's and  Steele's  leading  regiments 
on  the  north  and  west. 

Churchill  had  received  from  Lt.- 
Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes  [Little  Kock], 
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commanding  in  Arkansms,  a  tele- 
graphic order  to  "  hold  on  till  help 
arrived,  or  tiU  all  are  dead^^ — a  piece 
of  silly  gasconade,  which  had  no 
warrant  in  the  proximity  of  a  reliev- 
ing force ;  but  which  he  says  he 
would  have  obeyed  to  the  letter,  had 
not  "  several  wldte  flags"  been  raised, 
"  to  my  great  surprise,"  by  the  •24th 
Texas  (dismounted)  cavalry.  He  had 
no  right  to  be  surprised,  nor  even 
vexed,  if  it  had  really  been  his  inten- 
tion to  snbject  his  men  to  useless 
butchery.  They  had  fought  with 
signal  gallantry  and  resolution,  so 
long  as  hope  remained;  he  admits 
.  that  the  "  Fort  had  now  been  silenced 
about  an  hour,  most  of  the  field- 
pieces  being  disabled ;"  and  that  his 
men  had  "  nothing  to  rely  upon  now 
save  theii:  muskets  and  bayonets," 
against  an  enemy  whose  ample  artil- 
lery was  still  eflBcient,  who  had  mas- 
tered their  defenses,  and  whose  num- 
bers were  several  times  their  own. 
Yet  he  says  he  had  still  a  "great 
hope"  to  keep  our  whole  army  "  in 
check  till  night ;  and  then,  if  re- 
enforcements  did  not  reach  me,  to 
out  my  way  out ;"  and  trusts  "  that 
the  traitor  who  raised  the  white 
flag" — (he  had  already  stated  that 
there  were  "several"  such)— "will 
yet  be  discovered,  brought  to  justice, 
and  sufier  the  foil  penalty  of  the 
law."  Such  swagger  had  for  years 
diffused  an  impression  that  the  South- 
rons were  less  brave  than  they  were 
proved  by  the  stern  ordeal  of  battle. 
Churchill  reports  his  loss  at  not 
exceeding  60  killed,  and  75  to   80 


wounded,  and  thinks  ours  was  from 
1,500  to  2,000.  McClemand  reports 
his  spoils  at  "5,000"  prisoners,  17 
guns,  3,000  sniaU  arms,  beside  large 
quantities  of  munitions  and  commis- 
sary stores."  He  makes  his  losses — 
killed,  129 ;  wounded,  831 ;  missing, 
17 :  total,  977..  Having  dtonantled 
the  Fort,  destroyed  whatever  was 
combustible  that  he  could  not  take 
away,  and  forwarded  his  prisoners  to 
St.  Louis,  he  reembarked,"  pursuant 
to  orders  from  General  Grant,  and 
returned  to  Milliken's  Bend ;  having 
meantime  sent  an  expedition,  nnder 
Gen.  Gorman  and  Lt-Com.  Walker, 
up  the  White  river,  which  captured 
Des  Arc  and  Duval's  Bluff,  without 
resistance. 

Gen.  Grant  having  reorganized  and 
refitted  at  Memphis  his  more  imme- 
diate command,  personally  dropped 
down  the  Mississippi  on  a  swift 
steamer  and  met**  McClemand,  Sher- 
man, and  Porter,  near  the  month  of 
White  river,  on  their  return  from 
their  triumphant  incursion  into  Ar- 
kansas, accompanying  them  to  Napo- 
leon, where  consultations  were  held, 
and  a  plan  of  action  agreed  on.  Mc- 
demand's  force  moved  down  the 
Mississippi  next  day ;  somewhat  im- 
peded by  a  violent  storm ;  but  reach- 
ed, on  the  2l8t,  Yoimg's  Point,  nine 
miles  above  Vicksburg,  on  the  oppo- 
site bank,  facing  the  mouth  of  the 
Yazoo.  Here  was  the  head  of  the 
canal  projected  and  partly  opened, 
months  before,  by  Gen.  Williams,'^ 
intended  to  secure  a  passage  up  and 
down  the  Mississippi  for  our  vessels. 


**  I9te  JRsBouri  RqmbUcan  has  » letter  flroman 
eTe-witness,  dated  Arkansas  Poet,  January  12, 
who  makes  them  4,600— all  of  them,  but  1,000, 
trota  Texas — ^and  adds: 

'*0f  the  entire  force  garrisoning  the  Fort^ 


1,000 — mostly  Texas  cavalry— escaped,  taking 
with  them  a  great  portion  of  the  baggage.  These 
effected  an  exit  on  the  night  our  forces  were 
surrounding  the  place,  and  before  it  could  be 
AiUy  accomplished." 

»  Jan.  It.        "  Jan.  18.        «  See  page  101. 
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ont  of  the  range  of  the  Yioksburg 
batteries,  and  perhaps  change  the 
main  channel  of  the  mighty  river  bo 
as  to  leave  Yicksbnig  on  a  bayou 
two  or  three  miles  back  from  diat 
channel.  Here  onr  men  were  de- 
barked,'* and  work  on  the  canal  re- 
commenced ;  while  Grant's  corps  was 
brou^t  down  on  transports  to  their 
aid,  and  Porter's  fleet  strengthened 
by  several  additional  iron-clads  and 
gunboats.  Oen.  Grant  arrived  and 
assumed  chief  command  Feb.  2d. 

Williams's  engineers  had  located 
their  embryo  canal  unwisely.  At 
its  head,  a  strong  eddy  set  the  cur- 
rent away  from  the  bank,  rendering 
difficult  tiie  coaxing  of  a  large  body 
of  water  into  it  if  it  were  completed ; 
while  its  lower  terminus  was  com- 
manded by  the  batteries  of  Vicks- 
burg — a  serious  drawback  upon  its 
prospective  usefrilness.  Still,  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  complete  this, 
rather  than  commence  a  new  one; 
and  the  river  was  rising  so  fast, 
under  the  stimulus  of  incessant  rains 
(which  by  no  means  increased  the 
attractiveness  to  our  soldiers  of  dig- 
ging up  the  mire  and  tough  clay), 
that  it  was  confidently  expected  soon 
to  obliterate  aU  traces  of  our  engin- 
eering blunders.  As  there  was  daily 
increasing  peril  that  it  would  drown 
out  our  camps,  compelling  our  men 
to  reembark,  the  excavated  earth  was 
all  thrown  up  on  the  west  side,  form- 
ing an  embankment  in  front  of  our 
camps,  between  them  and  Yicks- 
buig.  Thus  the  work  was  proceed- 
ing vigorously  and  hopefUly,  when" 
the  swelling  flood  of  the  Ifississippi 
— ^now  eight  feet  above  the  bottom 
of  the  canal — ^broke  over  the  precau- 
tionary dam  erected  across  its  head, 


and  at  once  poured  in  a  flood  which 
filled  the  embryo  internal  improve- 
ment in  a  few  minutes,  burying 
myriads  of  implements,  and  con- 
straining the  diggers  to  run  for  their 
lives.  Several  raiments,  quartered 
in  exposed  positions,  were  obliged  to 
move  their  tents  and  ftimiture  with 
remarkable  celerity;  while  some 
companies  were  isolated  from  our 
main  body,  and  had  to  be  ferried 
across  the  new  lagoon  to  rej6in  it. 
The  embankment  of  the  Vicksburg 
and  Shreveport  Railroad  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  inundation  north- 
ward; and  our  soldiers  stationed 
below  were  required  to  move  their 
tents  to  the  ground  above  that  em- 
bankment. And  now,  after  some 
days'  consideration  and  hesitating 
eflbrt,  it  was  decided  that'  the  canal 
was  an  abortion — the  Father  of 
Waters  having  paralyzed  it  by  his 
veto ;  while  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg 
frowned  grimly,  defiantly  as  ever. 

Ere  this,  Gen.  Grant — ^havingmore 
hands  than  work — ^had  had  a  channel 
cut  from  the  Mississippi,  some  4rO  to 
50  miles  above,  into  Lake  Provi- 
dence ;  whence  there  was  a  continu- 
ous water-way,  through  bayous  Bax- 
ter and  Macon,  into  the  Tensas,  and 
thus  into  the  Mississippi  far  below 
Vicksburg,  as  also  into  the  Washita 
and  Eed  rivers ;  while  another  side- 
cot,  leaving  the  great  river  near 
Milliken's  Bend,  communicated, 
through  a  net-work  of  bayous  and 
connecting  streams,  with  the  eastern 
(shorter)  branch  of  the  Tensas,  and 
thence,  through  a  similar  net-work, 
regained  the  lower  Mississippi  near 
New  Carthage.  This  one  had  ac- 
tually been  made  so  far  available,  by 
the  help  of  dredge-boats,  that  a  small 


*  Jan.  22. 


»  March  8> 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB   AlCBBIOAN   OOHFLIOT. 


steamer  and  several  barges  had  pass- 
ed through  it ;  when  the  rapid  fall  •• 
of  the  river  closed  it  for  the  season. 

A  third  and  more  determined 
effort  to  flank  the  defenses  of  Vieks- 
bnrg  was  made  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  by  way  of  the  ^  Yazoo 
Pass  ;*  which,  leaving  the  great  river 
a  little  below  Helena,  flows  through 
Moon  Lake  into  the  Coldwater,  and 
down  this  stream  into  the  Tallahat- 
chie, which,  uniting  with  the  YaUo- 
busha,  formfe  the  Yazoo. 

Brig.-Qen.  L.  F.  Boss,  with  a  divi- 
sion of  Gen.  McClemand's  corps  from 
Helena,  and  the  12th  and  17th  Mis- 
souri, of  Sherman's  Qorps,  headed 
this  expedition,  some  5,000  strong, 
which  included  the  large  gunboats 
Chilicothe  and  De  Kalb,  flve  smaller 
ones,  and  eighteeti  transports,  under 
the  conmiand  of  Lt.  Watson  Smith. 
The  passage  through  the  levee  of  the 
Mississippi  having  been  considerably 
enlarged,  our  vessels  in  succession 
boldly  entered  on  the  narrow,  tortu- 
ous, but  now  headlong  current,  which 
bol^  them  under  a  gigantic,  over- 
arching forest,  into  Moon  Lake,  and 
thus  onward  to  the  Coldwater.  So 
constant  and  formidable  were  the 
obstacles  encountered,  in  the  shape 
of  abrupt  turns,  fallen  trees,  inade- 
quate depth,  and  sturdy  limbs  that 
swept  away  smoke-stacks  and  other 
standing  fixtures,  that  three  days 
were  required  for  this  transit,  though 
the  distance  was  barely  twelve  miles. 
Of  course,  the  Eebels,  who  were  fiiUy 
and  constantly  posted,  did  not  dimin- 
ish  these  impediments,  but  were 
prone  to  aggravate  them. 


Proceeding"  down  the  Coldwater, 
the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  were 
changed  rather  than  diminished^ 
The  channel  was  a  little  wider,  but 
hardly  less  crooked,  while  its  cur- 
rent was  sluggish;  the  impnlBe 
gained  from  the  Mississippi  having 
been  lost  by  a  diffusion  of  the  water 
over  the  swamps  and  bottoms  on 
either  side.  Two  mortar-boats  here 
overtook  the  flotilla ;  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Coldwater  was  at  length 
reached:  our  vessels  having  expe- 
rienced some  damage  to  rudders, 
wheels,  and  other  works,  but  having 
encountered  no  serious  resistance 
jfrom  the  enemy ;  and  with  no  vessel 
sunk  or  disabled. 

Moving  down  the  Tallahatchie,  to 
a  sharp  easterly  bend  ten  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Yallobusha,  the 
expedition  was  brought "  to  a  stand, 
just  above  the  little  village  of  Green- 
wood. 

Maj.-Gten.  W.  W.  Loring  had 'been 
dispatched"  from  Jackson  to  the 
Yazoo  to  bar  any  access  by  our 
forces  to  the  valley  of  that  river; 
and,  having  hastily  studied  its  con- 
figuration and  that  of  its  chief  tributa- 
ries, had  chosen  this  as  the  point 
most  favorable  for  resistance.  The 
meeting  streams  approach  within  a 
mile,  two  or  three  miles  above  their 
junction ;  receding  directly  after- 
ward. Loring,  with  his  engineer, 
Maj.  Meriwether,  had  obstructed  the 
Tallahatchie  by  a  raft,**  with  an 
old  steamboat  sunk  behind  it,  and 
thrown  a  line  of  defenses,  composed 
of  cotton-bales  and  earth,  across  the 
neck  of  the  peninsula ;  its  best  guns, 


"  April  10  to  25.  "  March  2. 

■March  11.  ~  Feb.  17. 

^  Loring  reports  that  this  raft  had  not  been 
completed  when  our  fleet  arrived.  The  New 
Turk  Tribme  oonespondent  with  the  expedition 


says  Lt  Smithes  invincible  lack  of  resolution 
and  energy,  and  manifest  indiflfbrenoe,  retarded, 
hj  several  dafs,  the  arrival  of  our  vessels  at  this 
pointi  and  was  the  true  cause  of  our  utterly 
needless  fiiilure. 
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of  oonrse,  trained  upon  the  approach 
down  the  Tallahatchie,  which  a  bend 
just  here  rendered  as  difficult  and 
perilous  as  could  be. 


^HAiNcrs-BLorr 

sVICKSBURQ 


TAIOO  BBOIOir. 


The  Chilicothe,  Lt.  Foster,  first 
attempted  to  pass ;  when  the  Bebel 
battery  opened,  and  a  32-pound  shell 
struck  her  turret,  slackening  her 
speed ;  and  she  soon  backed  around 
the  bend  until  only  her  bow  pro- 
truded ;  when  she  renewed  the  can- 
nonade with  her  heavy  bow-guns, 
and  received  one  or  two  more  shots, 
which  did  her  no  essential  harm. 


An  hour  of  this  satisfied  her,  and  she 
backed  completely  out  of  the  fight; 
when  the  De  Kalb  came  forward  and 
fired  away  for  two  hours :  then  she, 
too,  gave  it  Up;  leaving  the  Bebel 
works  essentially  intact. 

The  next  day  was  demoted  by  Eoss 
to  erecting  a  land  battery  in  front  of 
the Eebel lines,  undercover  of  woods ; 
Loring  withholding  his  fire  on  it  to 
economize  his  scanty  ammunition. 
At  10  next  morning,"  both  gunboats 
renewed  the  bombardment,  aided  by 
our  land  battery.  During  the  day, 
one  of  the  Chilicothe^s  shells  tore 
through  the  enemy's  parapet,  knock- 
ing out  a  cotton-bale,  and  igniting  a 
tub  of  cartridges  beside  the  "WTiit- 
worth  gun;  whereby  Lt.  Waul, 
serving  it,  was  wounded,  and  15  of 
his  men  burned — some  of  them 
badly.  Other  damage  was  done; 
but  the  Bebels  worked  throughout 
the  ensuing  night,  repairing  and 
strengthening  their  works.  Our  fire 
was  renewed  for  a  short  time  next 
day ;  and  the  day  after  was  devoted 
on  both  sides  to  fortifying. 

Next  morning,"  the  attack  was 
renewed  with  spirit  on  our  side ;  but 
the  Chilicothe  was  soon  hulled  by  an 
18-pound  shot  from  the  enemy's 
rifled  Whitworth  gun,  which  entered 
one  of  her  port-holes,  striking  and 
exploding  a  shell,  whereby  14  men 
were  killed  or  severely  wounded. 
The  Chilicothe  then  drew  out  of 
the  %ht;  and,  though  it  was  kept 
up  till  sunset  by  the  De  Kalb  and 
our  land  batteries,  it  was  plainly  of 
no  use :  so  Boss,  next  morning,  con- 
cluded to  give  it  up,  and  return  by 
the  way  he  came ;  which  he  did  un- 
molested.  Brig.-Qen.  J.  F.  Quinby, 
of  MoPherson's  corps,  joined  "  him 
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and  aeenmed  commaDd  on  his  retreat 
Qoinbj  now  returned  to  the  ground 
just  abandoned  before  the  defenses ; 
but  had  scarcely  done  so  when  he 
received  ••  an  order  jfrom  Grant  to 
withdraw  the  expedition ;  which  he 
forthwith  obeyed,  returning  to  the 
Mississippi  unmolested. 

Admiral  Porter,  having  reconnoi- 
tered  the  country  directly  eastward 
of  the  Mississippi  from  Steele's 
bayou,  just  above  Milliken's  Bend, 
and  listened  to  the  testimony  of 
friendly  negroes,  informed"  Oten, 
Grant  that  a  devious  route,  practicsr 
ble  at  that  stage  of  water  for  lighter 
iron-clads,  might  be  found  or  opened 
thence  into  the  Sunflower,  and  so 
into  the  Yazoo  below  Yazoo  City, 
but  above  Haines's  Bluff;  where- 
upon, Grant  decided  to  attempt  it. 
Ascending  **  with  Porter,  in  the  ram 
Price,  pioneered  by  several  other 
iron-clads,  through  Steele's  bayou  to 
Black  Fork  or  bayou,  which  makes 
across  from  Steele's  into  Deer  creek. 
Grant,  finding  their  way  constantly 
impeded  by  overhanging  trees,  hur- 
ried back  to  Young's  Point  for  a 
pioneer  corps ;  but  was  soon  advised 
by  Porter  that  there  was  more  seri- 
ous work  ahead ;  when  Sherman  was 
sent  with  a  division ;  most  of  which 
was  debarked  at  Eagle  Bend,  on  the 
Mississippi,  and  thence  marched 
across  to  the  bayou  (Steele's),  here 
but  a  mile  from  the  river — ^much  of 
the  distance  being  now  under  water, 
aud  requiring  to  be  bridged  or  cordu- 
royed before  it  could  be  passed.  And 
such  was  the  height  of  the  water  in 
the  bayous  and  streams  that  our 
boats  could  with  diflSculty  be  forced 
through  the  branches  of  the  trees 
which  thickly  overlaced  those  nar- 


row wateivcourses ;  so  that  they  were 
severally  scraped  dean  of  everything 
above  tiieir  decks  when  they  had 
been  wearily  driven  and  warped  up 
the  bayou  and  across  Little  Black 
Fork  into  Deer  creek,  up  that  stream 
to  Boiling  Fork,  and  across  into  the 
Sunflower ;  down  which  they  floated 
almost  to  the  Yazoo;  where  their 
progress  was  finally  arrested,  and 
vessels  and  men  obliged  to  retrace 
their  toilsome,  devious  way  to  the 
Mississippi. 

Col.  C.  R.  Ellet,  commanding  the 
ram  Queen  of  the  West,  having  the 
gunboat  De  Soto  and  a  coal-barge  in 
company,  ran*'  the  Vicksburg  bat- 
teries without  injury,  and  thence 
steamed  down  to  the  mouth  of  Red 
river,  thence  raiding**  down  the 
Atchafalaya  to  Siramsport;  thence 
returning  to  the  Red,  and  going  up 
that  river  to  a  point  15  miles  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Black,  where  he 
captured  the  steamboat  Era,  with 
4,500  bushels  of  com;  thence  as- 
cending the  Black  and  Washita  to 
Gordon's  Landing,  where  his  treach- 
erdus  pilot,  Garvey,  ran  the  Queen 
ashore,  just  as  she  was  opened  on 
from  the  bank-  by  a  Rebel  battery, 
which  soon  shot  away  her  lever  and 
escape-pipe,  then  cut  in  two  her 
steam- pipe,  filling  her  with  scalding 
steam,  and  compelling  Ellet  and  his 
crew  to  abandon  her — she  being 
whoUy  disabled  and  impotent — es- 
caping on  cotton-bales,  and  reaching 
the  De  Soto,  which  was  just  below. 
Going  down  the  river,  the  De  Soto 
was  run  into  the  bank  and  lost  her 
rudder;  when  she  and  her  barge 
were  scuttled  and  burnt ;  Ellet  and 
his  crew  taking  refnge  on  the  Era, 
throwing  overboard  her  coru.     Oon- 
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tinning  down  the  river,  well  aware 
that  the  BebelB  would  Boon  be  after 
them,  the  traitor  Garvej  was  installed 
as  pilot,  and  soon  contrived  to  run 
tlie  Era  hard  aground  also,  just  after 
reaching  the  Misriflsippi — she  draw- 
ing two  feet  water,  and  the  shallow- 
est of  these  rivers  being  now  good 
fi>r  at  least  thirty.  EUet,  by  the  time 
she  was  with  diflSculty  got  off,  ap- 
pears to  have  suspected  that  Eebels 
were  not  the  safest  pilots  for  Na- 
tional war  vessels ;  though  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  shot  the  scoundrel,  or 
done  any  thing  else  but  intimate  lliat 
his  style  of  piloting  was  not  approved. 
Four  armed  boats  were  sent  down  af- 
ter him,  but  turned  back  by  their  lead- 
er, the  Webb,  unexpectedly  meeting 
our  heavy  iron-clad  Indianola,  which 
they  did  not  choose  to  encounter ;  so 
the  Era  made  her  way  up  to  the  sta- 
tion just  below  Vicksburg ;  receiving, 
by  the  way,  salutes  that  meant  mis- 
chief from  Grand  Gulf  and  Warren- 
ton. 

The  Indianola,  Lt.-Com'g.  Brown, 
was  one  of  our  finest  iron-dads :  174 
feet  long  by  60  broad,  with  five  boil- 
ers, seven  engines,  thoroughly  shield- 
ed, and  armed  with  two  11-inch  and 
two  9-inch  guns.  Leaving  the  mouth 
of  the  Yazoo,  she  had  drifted"  nearly 
by  Vicksburg  undiscovered;  and  the 
batteries  finally  opened  on  her  had 
done  her  no  harm  whatever.  Keep- 
ing on  down,  she  was  just  in  season, 
as  we  have  seen,  to  shield  Ellet  and 
the  Era  from  probable  capture ;  and 
she  now  swept  proudly  down  the  riv- 
er, expecting  to- drive  all  before  her. 

After  blockading  for  some  days 
the  mouth  of  Red  river,  which  she 
did  not  enter  for  want  of  pilots,  she 
was  returning  up  the  Mississippi; 


and,  when  nearly  opposite  Grand 
Gulf,  encountered^*  the  Eebel  ram 
Webb,  as  also  the  captured  Queen  of 
the  West  (which  had  somehow  been 
repaired  so  as  to  be  serviceable),  with 
two  other  less  formidable  gunboats, 
in  all  mounting  ten  heavy  guns,  and 
manned  by  several  hundred  men* 
These  attacked  her  with  such  enwgy 
and  skill,  mainly  by  butting  her  witli 
their  rams,  while  they  danced  about 
her,  dodging  her  shots,  that  she  was 
soon  disabled ;  having  been  rammed 
for  the  seventh  time  by  the  Webb, 
and  now  directly  in  her  stern,  which 
was  completely  stove  in.  Being  in 
a  sinking  condition,  she  was  surren- 
dered and  immediately  run  ashore. 

Farragut  being  away  on  the  Gulf 
coast,  the  Eebels  had  liow  the  mas- 
tery of  the  river  between  Vicksburg 
and  New  Orleans— a  mastery  which 
they  soon  lost  by  a  Yankee  trick.  A 
worthless  coal  fiat-boat,  fitted  up, 
covered,  and  decorated  by  Porter, 
with  furnaces  of  mud  and  smoke- 
stacks of  pork-barrels,  to  counterfeit 
a  terrible  ram,  was  let  loose  "^  by 
him,  unmanned,  above  Vicksburg; 
and  floated  down  by  the  batteries, 
eliciting  and  surviving  a  tremendous 
cannonade.  The  Rebels  in  Vicks- 
burg hastened  to  give  warning  of  this 
fearful  monster  to  the  Queen,  lying 
under  their  batteries  at  Warrenton, 
eight  miles  below;  whereupon,  the 
Queen  fled  down  the  river  at  her' 
best  speed.  The  Indianola  was  now 
imdergoing  repairs  near  the  point 
where  she  was  captured ;  and  word 
was  sent  from  Vicksburg  that  she 
must  be  burned  at  once  to  save  her 
from  the  monster's  clutches.  A  few 
hours  later,  when  it  had  been  discov- 
ered that  they  had  been  thrown  into 
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hysterics  by  an  old  coal-boat,  fresh 
word  was  sent  that  they  had  been 
sold ;  but,  ere  this  arrived,  the  Indian- 
ola  had  been  blown  to  splinters — not 
even  her  priceless  guns  having  been 
saved.  The  Webb  now  escaped  up 
the  Red  river ;  leaving  our  supremacy 
on  the  Mississippi  once  more  undis- 
puted and  imbroken. 
'  Admiral  Farragut,  commanding 
below  Vicksburg,  having  applied  to 
Admiral  Porter  for  iron-clads  and 
rams  to  operate  against  certain  small 
but  formidable  Bebel  iron-clads  and 
rams  which  held  possession  of  Red 
river,  the  rams  Switzerland,  Col. 
Chas.  R  EUet,  and  Lancaster,  Lt.- 
Col.  John  A.  EUet,-  were  prepared 
for  running  the  Vicksburg  batteries ; 
which  they  attempted*'  to  do;  but 
with  ill  success.  Instead  of  being 
started  in  due  season,  it  was  daylight 
when  they  came  under  the  Rebel 
fire;  whereby  the  Lancaster  was  sunk 
and  the  Switzerland  badly  cut  up. 
The  latter  succeeded  in  passing.  Of 
several  frailer  vessels,  which  from 
tiiqe  to  time  made  the  venture,  two 
or  three  were  sunk ;  the  residue 
mainly  went  by  unscathed. 


Months  had  now  flitted  since  our 
earlier  attempts  on  Vicksbui^ — 
months  of  fitful  but  costly  effort  to 
reduce  that  Rebel  stronghold,  which 
was  only  stronger  and  haughtier  than 
ever.  Gen.  Grant — ^long  since  con- 
vinced that  it  could  not  be  success- 
fully assailed  from  above,  unless  we 
had  full  control  of  the  Yazoo,  for 
which  he  had  so  persistently  but 
vainly  struggled — now  decided  on 
an  entirely  new  line  of  operations — 
turning  Vicksburg  on  the  south,  and 
assailing  her  from  the  east  rather 


than  the  west.  It  was  in  pursuance 
of  this  plan  that  he  had  so  abruptly 
ordered  a  discontinuance  of  and  with- 
drawal from  the  various  expeditions 
looking  to  the  control  of  the  valley 
of  the  Yazoo,  and  the  capture  or  de- 
struction of  the  thirty  Siebel  steam- 
boats employed  on  that  river  or  laid 
up  near  Yazoo  City.  All  being  at 
length  prepared,  and  the  Winter  over- 
fiow  of  the  Mississippi  so  far  abated 
that  the  so-called  roads  of  that  re- 
gion were  no  longer  generally  imder 
water,  but  only  beds  of  the  pro- 
foimdest  and  softest  black  mud,  Gen. 
McGemand,  with  his  (18th)  corps, 
was  impelled*^  down  the  west  bank 
of  the  great  river  to  New  Carthage ; 
McPherson  following  directly  with 
his  (17th)  corps;  each  moving  no 
faster  than  it  could  be  accompanied 
by  its  trains.  The  roads  were  so  in- 
conceivably bad  that  the  advance 
was  inevitably  laborious  and  slow. 
The  river-bank,  being  higher  than 
the  country  back  of  it,  the  mardi 
was  mainly  along  the  levee;  of 
course,  under  constant  observation 
from  the  Rebel  pickets  and  scouts 
across  the  river. 

"JVTien  our  van  was  barely  two 
miles  from  New  Carthage,  it  was 
stopped  by  a  break  in  the  levee, 
through  which  the  waters  of  the 
Mississippi  were  pouring  out  into  the 
bayou  Vidal,  forbidding  approach  to 
the  village,  which  was  temporarily 
transformed  into  an  island.  After 
boats  had  been  collected  to  effect  a 
crossing  of  the  upper  break,  it  was 
found  that  the  process  would  not 
only  be  tedious  but  would  have  to 
be  repeated  below.  Grant  now  de- 
cided to  march  around  the  bayou, 
avoiding  New  Carthage,  and  striking 
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fhe  Miss&sippi  at  Perkins's,  12  miles 
&rther,  or  35  from  his  base  at  Milli- 
ken's  Bend.  And  now  the  lack  of 
transportation  on  the  river  below 
Vicksburg,  dictated  a  still  farther 
march  down  to  Hard  Times,  opposite, 
bnt  rather  below,  Grand  Gulf;  ex- 
tending the  distance  traversed  from 
Milliken's  Bend  to  70  miles. 

Meantime,  Commodore  Porter,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Gen.  Grant,  had 
made  preparation  for  running  the 
batteries  of  Vicksburg  with  his  iron- 
clads, followed  by  three  transports; 
and  the  experiment  was  made**  v^th 
£Edr  success.  The  gunboats  Benton, 
Lafayette,  Price,  Louisville,  Caron- 
delet,  Pittsburg,  Tuscumbia,  and 
Mound  City  (all  iron-clads  but  the 
Price),  floated  silently  down  the  cur- 
rent, under  cover  of  thick  darkness, 
for  nearly  an  hour ;  and  their  crews 
were  beginning  to  infer  that  the 
Rebels  had,  for  some  reason,  con- 
cluded not  to  assail  them ;  when — 
just  as  they  were  fairly  opposite  the 
city — fire  was  opened  on  them  from 
the  up-stream  batteries,  and  in  a 
moment  the  whole  bluif  was  ablaze 
with  the  flashes,  and  quaking  to  the 
roar,  of  heavy  guns,  rising  tier  above 
tier  along  the  entire  water-front  of 
the  city.  The  fleet  promptly  respond- 
ed with  grape  and  shrapnel,  firing  at 
the  city  rather  than  the  batteries, 
and  went  by  unharmed;  opening 
upon  the  Warrenton  batteries,  as  it 
neared  them,  so  furious  a  cannonade 
that  they  scarcely  attempted  a  reply. 
The  passage  of  the  gunboats  was 
thus  triumphantly  effected ;  but  of 
the  three  transports^ — ^Forest  Queen, 
Henry  Clay,  and  Silver  Wave — which 
attempted  to  follow,  under  cover  of 
the  smoke,  the  first-named  was  hulled 


by  a  shot,  and  received  another 
through  h^r  steam-drum,  disabling 
her;  yet  she  floated  out  of  range, 
and,  being  taken  in  tow  by  a  gun- 
boat, went  through  without  further 
damage ;  while  the  Silver  Wave  ran 
the  gauntlet  entirely  unscathed ;  but 
the  Clay  was  struck  by  a  shell  which 
set  her  protecting  cotton-bales  on  fire, 
just  as  she  had  been  stopped  to  pre- 
yent  a  collision  with  the  crippled 
Queen ;  when  her  panic-stricken  crew 
laimched  her  yawl  and  made  for  the 
shore,  leaving  their  vessel  to  float 
dovm  the  river  in  flames  till  she 
burned  to  the  water's  edge  and  sunk — 
a  total  loss.  We  had  one  man  killed 
and  two  wounded  by  a  shell  on  board 
the  Benton,  but  lost  none  beside,  on 
either  gunboats  or  transports. 

Gen.  Grant  now  ordered  six  more 
transports  to  be  sent  down,  towing 
and  partially  shielded  by  twelve 
barges  laden  with  forage.  Five  of 
the  transports  made**  the  venture  in 
safety ;  but  the  Tigress  received  a  shot 
below  her  water-line  which  disabled 
her,sothatshe  drifted  helplessly  down 
and  sank  near  the  Louisiana  bank, 
some  distance  below.  Of  the  barges, 
three,  with  five  of  the  transports, 
were  soon  made  ready  for  ftirtber 
usefrilness. 

The  effective  Rebel  force  in  the 
States  bordering  on  the  Mississippi 
being  now  mainly  engaged  in  the 
defense  of  Vicksburg  and  the  Yazoo 
valley.  Grant  had  determined  to  re- 
taliate one  of  the  destructive  cavalry 
raids  of  Morgan,  Forrest,  and  Van 
Dom.  To  this  end.  Col.  B.  H.  Grier- 
son,  with  a  cavalry  brigade,  1,700 
strong,  composed  of  the  6th  and  7th 
Illinois  and  2d  Iowa,  starting  **  from 
Lagrange,  Tennessee,  swept  rapidly 
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Bonthward,  throngli  Eipley,  New 
Albany,  Pontotoc,  Clear  Spring, 
Starkyille,  Louisville,  Decatur,  and 
Newton,  Miss. — ^thus  passing  behind 
an  the  Kebel  forces  confronting  and 
resisting  Grant — ^until,  having  passed 
Jackson,  he  turned  sharply  to  the 
right,  and  made  his  way  W.  S.  W. 
through  Raleigh,  Westville,  Hazle- 
hurst,  and  Gallatin,  to  Union  0.  EL, 
back  of  Natchez ;  thence  zigzagging 
by  Bogue  Chito  to  Greensburg  and 
Qinton, La.,  and  so  to  Baton  Rouge ;" 
having  traversed  more  than  600  miles 
of  hostile  territory  in  16  days;  cross- 
ing several  considerable  rivers  by 
ferriage,  burning  great  numbers  of 
railroad  bridges,  trestles,  cars,  and 
d6p6ts  of  supplies,  having  several 
smart  engagements  with  Rel>el  forces 
hastily  gathered  to  obstruct  his  prog- 
ress, killing^r  wounding  about  100  of 
them,  beside  capturing  and  paroling 
over  500  prisoners,  and  destroying 
3,000  stand  of  arms,  at  a  total  cost  of 
27  men,  including  Lt-CoL  Blackburn, 
7th  Ulinois.  Col.  Qrierson  sent  back, 
after  he  was  fairly  on  his  way,  the 
2d  Iowa,  as  also  175  of  the  least  ef- 
fective men  of  his  remaining  r^- 
ments ;  so  that  this  brilliant  raid  was 
actually  made  with  less  than  1,000 
men.  It  was  a  succession  of  forced 
marches,  sometimes  without  rest  for 
48  hours;  often  through  drenching 
rain,  over  long  stretches  of  swamp, 
so  completely  submerged  that  no 
road  could  be  discerned ;  so  that,  in 
crossing  one  swamp,  eight  miles  wide, 
on  the  Okanoxubee,  near  Louisville, 
no  less  than  twenty  fine  horses  were 
drowned.  Grierson  proved  himself 
eminently  fitted  for  his- place,  as  did 
Col.  Prince,  of  the  6th,  and  Lt.-Col. 
Loomis,  7th  Illinois,  and  their  sub- 


ordinates. Detachments  necessarily 
made  to  the  right  and  left  to  destroy 
Rebel  supplies  or  mislead  pursuers — 
of  whom  thousands  were  sent  after 
him  from  Jackson,  Yicksburg,  and 
other  points — ^were  fi:^uently  com- 
pelled to  ride  60  miles  per  day  of 
these  horrible  roads  in  order  to  regain 
the  main  body — ^which,  during  the 
28  hours  preceding  its  arrival  at 
Baton  Rouge,  had  marched  76  mQes, 
enjoyed  four  fights,  and  forded  the 
Comite  river  where  it  was  necessary 
to  swim  many  of  the  horses.  Grier- 
son's  conclusion  that  the  Confederacy 
was  a  m^re  shell,  which  needed  but 
to  be  fairly  pierced  to  demonstrate 
its  rottenness^  was  justified  by  his 
experience;  but  a  leader  less  able, 
alert,  wary,  untiring,  and  courageous, 
would  have  found  that  shell  far  easier 
to  enter  than  to  emerge  from. 


All  being  at  length  ready,"  Gen. 
Grant  directed  a  naval  attack  on  the 
batteries  of  Grand  Gulf;  which  was 
gallantly  made  by  Admiral  Porter, 
with  his  gunboat  fieet.  But  five 
hours  of  mutual  cannonade,  during 
which  our  larger  boats  were  often 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  Rebel  bat- 
teries, brought  no  decisive  advantage 
to  our  arms.  The  enemy's  fortifica- 
tions were  strong ;  many  of  their 
guns  planted  on  Uie  bluffs  at  too 
great  an  elevation  to  be  effectively 
assailed  from  the  water;  the  hill- 
sides were  lined  with  rifle-pits; 
beside  which,  they  had  field-guns 
which  could  be  moved  from  point  to 
point,  and  so  concentrated  wherever 
they  could  be  most  effective  to  pre- 
vent a  landing  or  defeat  an  assault 
After  watching  the  cannonade  from  a 
tugboat   from  8  a.  ic.  to  1  p.  h., 


'U2ij2. 


■  April  29. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SHERMAN'S   FBIKT   OH   HAIHBS'S   BLI77F. 


808 


Grant  decided  against  its  Jbrther 
prosecution;  having  determined  to 
debark  his  troops  now  on  shipboard, 
and  march  still  farther  down  the 
Louisiana  bank,  to  a  point  opposite 
Bodnej;  while  the  gunboats  and 
transports  should  run  the  Grand 
Gulf  batteries,  as  thOT  had  run  those 
of  Vicksburg  and  Warrenton,  and 
be  ready  to  cross  his  army  at  a  point 
where  little  resistance  was  antici- 
pated. Accordingly,  at  dark,  our  gun- 
boats again  engaged  the  batteries, 
while  our  transports  ran  by  them; 
receiving  but  two  or  three  shots, 
which  did  them  no  essential  harm. 

Finally,  having  learned  from  a 
negro  that  there  was  a  good  road 
from  the  little  hamlet  of  Bruinsburg, 
half  way  down  to  Bodney,  running 
back  to  Port  Gibson,  in  the  rear  of 
Grand  Gulf,  the  General  decided  to 
cross  at  this  point ;  and,  by  daylight 
next  morning,^  both  gunboats  and 
transports  were  ferrying  over  the 
13th  corps ;  our  soldiers,  so  fast  as 
landed,  td^ing  three  days'  rations  in 
their  haversacks,  and  pushing  out  on 
the  road  to  Port  Gibson,  followed  by 
the  17th  corps. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Sherman,  with 
the  15th  corps,  had  been  left  above 
Vicksburg,  expecting  to  follow  on 
the  track  of  the  18th  and  17tb,  until 
he  received'*  a  letter  from  Gen. 
Gfrant,  near  Carthage,  depicting  the 
badness  of  the  roads,  and  directing 
him  to  remain  where  he  was  for  the 
present  Two  days  later,  Grant 
wrote  him  that  he  proposed  to 
attack  Grand  Gulf  next  day,  and 
suggesting  a  simultaneous  feint  on 
the  Bebel  batteries  near  Haines's 
Bluff.  Sherman  accordingly  em- 
barked Blair's  division  on  ten  steam- 


boats, and  proceeded  **  to  the  moutibi 
of  the  Yazoo,  where  he  found  Capt* 
Breese,  with  the  iron-dads  Black 
Hawk,  Choctaw,  and  De  Kalb,  and 
several  wooden  boats,  all  ready,  with 
steam  up ;  and  they  at  once  ascend- 
ed the  Yazoo,  stopping  for  the  night 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Chickasaw 
bayou,  and  moving  up  next  morning 
to  within  range  of  the  Haines's  Bluff 
batteries,  which  were  engaged  for 
four  hours  by  our  iron-dads  and  the 
Tyler — ^the  enemy  replying  with 
spirit;  but,  though  the  Tyler  was 
hit  once,  and  the  Choctaw  re- 
peatedly, none  of  our  men  ware 
seriously  hurt.  Toward  evening, 
Blair's  division  was  debarked  in  full 
view  of  the  enemy,  and  seemingly 
prepared  to  assault;  our  gunboats 
thereupon  renewing  their  fire  and 
provoldng  the  enemy  .to  reply. 
Thus  the  menace  of  an  assault  was 
maintained  till  after  dark ;  when  our 
troops  were  quietly  reembarked. 
Next  day,  equally  threatening  de- 
monstrations were  made,  acoom- 
panied  by  reconnoissances  on  all 
sides;  meanwhile,  orders  were  re- 
ceived from  Grant  to  desist  from  the 
feint  and  hurry  the  whole  corps  forth- 
with to  Grand  Gul£ 

Sending  orders  to  the  divisions  of 
Steele  and  Tuttle  to  march  south- 
ward at  once,  Sherman  kept  up  the 
feint  till  afker  nightfall ;  then  quietly 
dropped  down  the  Yazoo  to  Young's 
Point;  and  next  morning'*  Blair's 
division  moved  up  to  Milliken's 
Bend,  to  remain  there  as  a  garrison 
till  relieved  by  fi-esh  troops  from 
above;  while  Steele's  and  Tuttle's 
hurried  down  the  west  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Hard  Times,  where 
they  were  ferried  across,*'  and  wer* 
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pushed  forward  18  miles  next  day,  to 
Hankinson's  Feny. 

Grant's  advance,  nnder  McCler- 
nand/  first  encountered  the  enemy  *' 
when  eight  miles  out  from  Bruins- 
burg;  but  the  Eebels  were  not  in 
force,  and  feU  back  unpursued  till 
morning;  when  McClemand  ad- 
vanced, and,  when  approaching  Post 
Gibson,  was  resisted  with  spirit  by  a 
Rebel  force  from  Vicksburg,  imder 
Maj.-Gten.  Bowen ;  the  country  being 
broken  into  narrow  ridges,  separated 
by  deep  ravines,  which  j^orded 
great  advantage  to  the  defensive. 
Our  superiority  in  numbers  being 
decisive,  however,  they  were  steadily 
driven ;  Grant  finally  sending  up  J. 
E.  Smith's  brigade  of  McPherson's 
corps  to  the  support  of  our  left,  under 
Osterhaus ;  when,  late  in  the  after- 
noon, the  enemy  was  defeated  with 
heavy  loss,  and  pursued  toward  Port 
Gibson.  Our  loss  was  130  killed, 
718  wounded.  We  captured  3  guns, 
4  fiags,  and  580  prisoners.  Night 
soon  closed  in,  and  our  troops  slept 
on  their  arms  till  morning ;  when  it 
was  found  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated across  Bayou  Pierre,  burning 
the  bridge  behind  them,  abandoning 
Port  Gibson,  and  evacuating  Grand 
Gu]f,  as  our  army  advanced  **  in  its 
rear  to  Hankinson's  Ferry  on  the 
Big  Black,  skirmishing  and  taking 
some  prisoners,  mainly  stragglers, 
but  not  seriously  resisted. 

Gen.  Grant  now  rode  across  to 
Grand  Gulf,  with  a  small  escort  of 
cavalry,  to  make  arrangements  for 
changing  his  base  of  supplies  from 
Bruinsburg  to  this  point,  while  his 
army  awaited  the  arrival  of  wagons, 
provisions,  and  Sherman's  corps; 
meantime,  scouts  were  busy  and  re- 


connoissances  employed  in  obtaining 
information  of  the  enemy. 

Grant  had  expected  to  remain 
some  time  at  Grand  Gulf,  accumula- 
ting provisions  and  munitions,  while 
he  sent  a  corps  down  the  river  to  co- 
operate with  Gen.  Banks  in  the  re- 
duction of  Port  Hudson;  but  the 
information  here  obtained  dictated  a 
change  in  his  plans — Banks  not  hav- 
ing yet  invested  Port  Hudson.  Ac- 
cordingly, his  army  was  pushed  for- 
ward'* on  two  parallel  roads  up  the 
left  bank  of  the  Big  Black:  Mc- 
Pherson  on  that  nearest  the  river; 
McClemand  on  the  higher,  or  ridge 
road;  while  Sherman's  corps,  divi- 
ded, followed  on  each ;  all  the  ferries 
on  the  Big  Black  being  watched  to 
guard  against  a  surprise  from  the 
enemy,  who  had  taken  care  to  bum 
the  few  bridges. 

Thus  advancing,  our  army  encoun- 
tered no  serious  resistance  until  its 
van,  under  McPherson,  then  moving 
on  Clinton  and  Jackson,  was  encoun- 
tered," near  Baymond,  by  two  Bebel 
brigades,  under  Gen.  Gregg,  who  had 
taken  a  good  position,  with  two  bat- 
teries, commanding  the  road  in  our 
front,  having  his  infantry  posted  on 
a  range  of  hills  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  in  the  timber  and  ravines 
just  in  front.  The  fight  here  was 
a  short  one.  The  Bebels  opened  it 
with  great  fury,  attempting  to  charge 
and  capture  De  Golyer's  battery, 
which  was  in  position  on  our  front , 
but,  being  repulsed  by  a  terrific  fire 
of  grape  and  canister,  they  broke  and 
fied  precipitately,  so  that  McPherson 
had  scarcely  begun  the  %ht  when  it 
was  ended ;  the  Bebels  fieeing  at  full 
speed  through  Baymond,  which  our 
troops  occupied  at  6  p.  m.     Only  Lo- 
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gan'8  division,  now  numbering  less 
than  6,000,  was  seriously  engaged  on 
onr  side ;  but  Crocker's  division  came 
up  just  after  the  battle  was  won  by 
the  advance  of  Stevenson's  brigade, 
and  a  splendid  charge  with  fixed 
bayonets  by  the  8tli  Illinois,  Lt-CoL 
Sturgis.  The  enemy  had  previously 
been  strongest  in  ^e  numbers  en- 
gaged, and  had  fought  stubbornly ; 
charging  to  turn  the  left  flank  of 
VOL.  n. — 20 


Dennis's  brigade,  which  was  in  ad- 
vance, and  of  which  the  20th  Ohio, 
23d  Indiana,  and  20th  Illinois  fought 
desperately  and  suffered  severely. 
Our  loss  in  this  affair  was  69  killed 
(including  Col.  Richards,  20th  Illi- 
nois, who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment, and  Maj.  Kaga,  20th  Ohio), 
341  wounded,  and  32  missing:  total 
442.  The  Bebels  lost  103  killed, 
with  720  wounded   and  prisoners. 
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"We  took  prisoners  from  ten  different, 
regiments ;  and  Jolmston  reports  that 
Gregg's  force  numbered  6,000.  Here 
McPherson  and  Logan  were  con- 
stantly imder  fire ;  the  latter  having 
his  horse  shot  twice.  McPherson's 
generalship  and  dash  elicited  the  ad- 
miration of  our  soldiers. 

McPherson  pushed  on  next  morn- 
ing" to  Clinton,  which  he  entered 
unopposed  at  2  p,  m.,  and  commenced 
tearing  up  the  railroad  thence  toward 
Jackson;  Gen.  Sherman  advancing 
simultaneously  on  the  direct  road 
from  Raymond  to  Jackson.  McPher- 
son^ march  was  resumed  at  5  a.  m. 
next  day;"  and,  at  9  a.  m.,  when 
five  miles  from  Jackson,  the  enemy's 
pickets  were  driven  in;  and,  pro- 
ceeding 2^^  miles  farther,  their  main 
body  was  encountered  in  strong  force, 
under  Gen.  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  whose 
command  consisted  partly  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  troops,  which 
had  only  arrived  the  evening  before. 
A  tremendous  shower  occurred  while 
McPherson  was  making  hi&  disposi- 
tions, which  delayed  his  attack  for  an 
hour  and  a  half.  At  11  a.  m.,  the 
rain  having  nearly  ceased,  our  sol- 
diers advanced,  preceded  by  a  line  of 
skirmishers,  who  were  soon  exposed 
to  so  heavy  a  fire  that  they  were  re- 
called to  their  regiments,  when  an 
order  to  charge  was  responded  to 
with  hearty  cheers.  Our  whole  line 
swept  forward  in  perfect  array,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  out  of  the  ravine  which 
covered  their  front,  and  up  the  hill 
whereon  their  batteries  were  posted; 
when,  without  having  checked  our 
momentun^  they  broke  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately, eagerly  followed  for  a  mile 
and  a  half^  till  our  infantry  was  with- 
in range  of  the  guns  forming  the  de- 


fenses  of  Jackson ;  when  McMurray's 
and  Dillon's  batteries  were  brought 
up  and  poured  a  deadly  fire  into  the 
routed  masses  of  the  foe.  Here  our 
troops  were  halted  and  our  lines 
reformed,  while  skirmishers  were 
thrown  out  and  oflScers  sent  forward 
to  reconnoiter:  these  soon  repcwrted 
the  capital  of  Mississippi  evacuated ; 
and,  at  4  p.  m.,  the  flag  of  the  59th 
Indiana  was  waving  over  the  dome 
of  the  State  House ;  Sherman's  com- 
mand about  this  time  entering  the 
city  from  the  south-west 

McPherson's  loss  in  this  collision 
was  37  killed,  228  wounded  and 
missing;  while  that  he  inflicted 
on  the  enemy  amounted,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  to  845. 
Our  captures  in  Jackson  included  17 
pieces  of  artillery;  while  railroads, 
manufactories,  and  army  stores,  were 
extensively  destroyed. 

Grant  was  in  Jackson  directly  after 
its  capture ;  and,  after  giving  orders 
to  Sherman  for  the  thorough  de- 
struction of  its  railroads,  military 
factories,  and  stores,  directed  Mc- 
Pherson to  retrace  his  steps  next 
morning"  to  Clinton,  following  him- 
self in  the  afternoon ;  impelling  Mc- 
Clemand's  corps  westward  next  morn- 
ing" upon  Edwards's  Station ;  while 
Sherman,  having  finished  his  work  at 
Jackson,  was  ordered  to  evacuate  that 
city  and  rejoin  him  so  soon  as  might 
be;  for  Grant  had  learned  in  Jackson 
that  G^n.  Jo.  Johnston,  who  had  just 
arrived  in  our  front  and  assumed  •* 
immediate  command  of  the  Bebel 
forces  in  this  quarter,  had  ordered 
Pemberton  to  march  out  from  Vicks- 
burg  and  assail  our  rear :  the  Hebels 
routed  in  Jackson  having  fled  north- 
ward from  that  city,  as  if  intending 
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to  form  a  junction  with  Pemberton 
at  some  point  on  the  Big  Black, 
above  the  railroad.  It  was,  there- 
fore, Grant^s  business  and  purpose  to 
prevent  this  conjunction  by  meeting 
and  beating  Pemberton  before  it  could 
be  effected.  At  5  a.m.,*' Grant  learned 
that  Pemberton's  force  consisted  of 
80  regiments,  with  10  batteries  of 
artillery,  probably  numbering  in  all 
about  25,000  men,**  now  eagerly  ad- 
vancing with  intent  to  fall  unexpect- 
edly on  his  rear ;  and  he  resolved  to 
anticipate  the  delivery  of  this  blow. 
Pushing  forward  Blair's  division  to- 
ward Edwards's  Station,  he  directed 
McClemand  to  follow,  with  that  of 
Osterhaus ;  McPherson,  with  his  en- 
tire corps,  following  directly. 

Pemberton  was  in  position  near 
Edwards's  Station,  when  he  received  * 
a  dispatch  from  Johnston  suggesting 
— he  says  not  ordering — a  combined 
attack  on  McPherson,  then  at  din- 
ton,  and  called  a  council  to  consider 
the  proposition.  After  hearing  its 
advice,  he  decided  to  attack  next 
morning;  but  was  delayed  by  the 
swollen  condition  of  a  branch  of  Ba- 
ker's creek  till  afternoon;  when  he 
advanced  four  or  five  miles,  and  took 
up  a  strong  position  on  Champion 
Hills,  southward  of  the  railroad,  and 
about  midway  between  Jackson  and 
Vicksburg.  Here  he  received,  next 
morning,'*  a  note  from  Johnston,  di- 
recting him  to  move  northward,  so 
as  to  form  a  junction  with  his  own 
shattered  forces,  most  of  which  had 
so  recently  been  driven  out  of  Jack- 
son. Pemberton  thereupon  ordered 
his  trains  sent  back  toward  the 
Black,  and  would  have  followed  with 
his  army,  but  it  was  too  late ;  Gen. 
Hovey's  division,  of  McClemand's 


corps,  being  now  dose  upon  him,  and 
the  rest  of  McQemand's,  followed  by 
McPherpon's  corps,  rapidly  coming 
up. 

Gen.  Grant  now  reached  the  front, 
and  found  Hovey's  skirmishers  close 
to  the  enemy's  pickets,  while  his 
troops  were  rapidly  coming  into  line, 
and  might,  had  they  been  strong 
enough,  have  opened  the  battle  at 
any  moment.  The  enemy  in  their 
front  held  a  very  strong  position  on 
a  narrow  ridge,  with  his  left  resting 
on  a  height,  where  the  road  toward 
Vicksburg  made  a  sharp  turn  to  the 
left,  with  the  crest  of  the  ridge  and 
his  left  flank  covered  by  a  dense 
forest.  McPherson's  corps,  except 
Bansom's  brigade,  soon  came  up, 
and  was  thrown  to  the  right,  so  as  to 
threaten  the  enemy's  rear.  Still,  our 
numbers  on  the  field  were  inade- 
quate, and  Grant  forbade  an  attack 
until  he  could  hear  from  McCler- 
nand,  who  was  advancing  with  two 
divisions,  from  Bolton  Station  on  our 
right,  but  on  parallel  roads  which 
converged  two  miles  east  of  Ed- 
wards's Station.  But,  while  Grant 
was  thus  impatiently  listening  for 
the  sound  of  McClemand's  guns,  and 
sending  him  orders  to  push  forward 
rapidly,  the  firing  between  Hovey's 
and  the  Rebel  skirmishers  gradually 
grew,  by  11  a.  m.,  into  a  battle ;  and — 
since  a  single  division  could  not  long 
resist  two  or  three  times  its  numbers 
—one  brigade  and  then  another  of 
Crocker's  division  was  sent  in  to  Ho- 
vey's support ;  while  McPherson's  oth- 
er division,  under  Logan,  was  working 
effectively  upon  the  enemy's  left  and 
rear,  essentially  weakening  his  efforts 
in  front.  McClemand's  remaining 
divisions  failed  to  arrive  at  the  front, 


HayKS. 


*  A  Bebel  report  says  17,500. 


'May  14. 
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however,  until  after  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  with  heavy  loss  from  the 
field ;  Logan's  division  having  pene- 
trated so  nearly  to  the  road  leading 
to  Vicksburg  as  to  cut  off  Loring's 
division  from  Pemberton,  and  com- 
pel it  to  retreat  deviously  southward, 
evading  our  left,  and  narrowly  escap- 
ing capture,  by  the  sacrifice  of  fdl 
its  guns ;  thus  reaching  Jackson  on 
the  19th. 

The  credit  of  this  victory  devolves 
mainly  on  Hovey  and  his  heroic  di- 
vision, which  was  for  hours  closely  en- 
gaged with  superior  numbers  strong- 
ly posted  and  well  covered  by  the 
dense  forest,  who  fought  gallantly, 
and  repeatedly  crowded  back  our 
line  by  the  sheer  weight  of  that  op- 
posing it.  When  his  infantry  had 
thus  been  crowded  back  from  the 
ridge  they  had  carried  by  desperate 
fighting,  and  compelled  to  abandon 
11  Rebel  guns  they  had  taken,  Hovey 
massed  his  artillery,  strengthened  by 
Dillon's  Wisconsin  battery,  on  eleva- 
ted ground  at  his  right,  and  opened 
on  the  advancing  foe  an  enfilading 
fire  that  arrested  and  turned  them 
back,  under  a  tempest  of  cheers  from 
our  boys.  The  loss  of  this  single  di- 
vision was  211  killed,  872  wounded, 
and  119  missing :  total,  1,202 — about 
one-third  of  its  force,  and  nearly  half 
our  entire  loss  in  ihe  battle.  But 
McPherson's  corps  fought,  so  far  as 
it  had  opportxmity,  with  equal  gal- 
lantry, and  was  handled  with  equal 
skill ;  Stevenson's  brigade  making  a 
brilliant  charge  across  ravines,  up  a 
hill,  and  through  an  open  field,  cap- 


turing seven  guns  and  several  hun- 
dred prisoners,  and  thus  gaining  the 
road  in  the  Rebel  rear,  which  cut  off 
Loring's  retreat,  and  compelled  him 
to  escape  as  he  could. 

Before  the  Rebel  defeat  was  de- 
cided, Hovey  having  repeated  his  call 
for  reenforcements,  Grant  ordered 
McPherson  to  advance  whatever  of 
his  corps  was  still  disposable  by  the 
left  to  the  enemy's  front ;  and,  pro- 
ceeding himself  to  observe  this  move- 
ment, he  discovered  that  the  Rebels 
were  in  full  retreat.  On  reaching 
the  Raymond  road,  he  saw  Carr's  and 
then  Osterhaus's  division  of  McCler- 
nand's  corps,  well  advanced  on  the 
left,  and  ordered  them  to  pursue  the 
enemy  with  all  speed  to  the  Black, 
and,  if  possible,  across  thi^t  river. 
This  pursuit  continued  till  after  dark ; 
resulting  in  the  capture  of  a  train  of 
cars  loaded  with  provisions  and  mu- 
nitions, but  very  little  else ; "  though 
the  Rebels  lost  considerably  in  muni- 
tions and  stores,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  to  the  flames. 

Sherman's  corps  had  no  part  in 
this  engagement,  being  still  on  its 
way  from  Jackson  when  it  closed ; 
and  Ransom's  brigade  of  McPher- 
son's  corps  only  arrived  after  the  ene- 
my had  retreated.  As  but  three  divi- 
sions of  McClemand's  corps  were  even 
constructively  present,  it  is  morally 
certain  that  this  action  was  fought 
by  fewer  men  on  our  side  than  on 
that  of  the  Rebels. 

Grant  reports  our  loss  in  this  des- 
perate struggle  at  426  killed,  1,842 
wounded,  and  189  missing:   total, 


^'  Grant  evidentlj  blames  MoClemand  for  lack 
of  energy  in  thia  battle ;  though  he  aajn: 

**  The  delaj  in  the  advance  of  the  troops  im- 
mediatelj  with  McClemand  was  caused,  no 
doubt)  bj  the  enemy  presenting  a  front  of  artQ- 
lery  and  infiuitrj  where  it  was  impossible,  from 


the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  density  of  the 
forest,  to  discover  his  niunbers.  As  it  was,  the 
battle  of  Champion  Hills,  or  Baker's  creek,  was 
fought  mainly  by  Hovey*s  division  of  McQer- 
nand's  corps  and  Logan's  and  Quinby*s  dividons 
rthe  latter  commanded  by  Brig-Oen.  M.  )L 
Crocker)  of  McPherson's  corps." 
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2,457.  The  Rebels  lost  quite  as 
heavily  in  killed  and  wounded,  some 
2,000  prisoners,  15  or  20  gnns,  with 
thousands  of  small  arms,  &c.  Among 
their  killed  was  Gen.  Lloyd  Tilgh- 
man,  of  Maryland. 

Next  morning,"  the  pursuit  being 
renewed,  the  enemy  were  found 
strongly  posted  on  the  Black,  with 
a  bold,  wooded  bluff  directly  at  the 
water's  edge  on  the  west  side,  while 
on  the  east,  an  open,  cultivated  bot- 
tom, nearly  a  mile  broad,  has  a 
bayou  of  stagnant  water,  ten  to 
twenty  feet  wide  and  two  to  three 
feet  deep,  to  the  east  of  it.  This  had 
been  made  to  serve  as  a  wet  ditch, 
with  a  line  of  rifle-pits  behind  it ;  and 
here  Carr's  division  was  stopped  two 
or  three  hours,  until  Lawler,  com- 
manding his  right  brigade,  discover- 
ed a  way  of  approach  whereby  it 
could  be  successfully  assaulted,  and 
ordered  a  chaise,  which  was  gallantly 
made ;  but  the  volley  which  was  fired 
by  the  enemy  at  close  range  as  his 
command  rushed  across  the  level, 
open  ground,  down  to  the  bayou, 
taking  our  column  in  flank,  swept 
down  160  of  our  men.  None  faltered 
nor  turned  back,  however,  nor  even 
stopped  to  fire  tiU  they  were  all 
across  the  bayou ;  when,  pouring  in 
a  deadly  volley,  without  waiting  to 
reload,  they  swept  on  with  fixed 
bayonets,  leaving  the  Rebels,  who 
had  not  yet  found  time  to  reload,  no 
choice  but  surrender.  Gen.  Oster- 
haus,  who  with  his  division  had  come 
up  on  our  left,  was  here  wounded  by 
a  fragment  of  shelL 

Beside  the  railroad  bridge,  Pember- 
ton  had  constructed  an  army  bridge 
over  the  Black,  composed  mainly  of 
three  steamboats;  across  which,  all 

.     "  Maj  17. 


his  men  who  could  reach  it  fled, 
leaving  18  guns,  1,500  prisoners,  sev- 
eral thousand  stand  of  arms,-  and 
large  quantities  of  commissary  stores, 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  victoi^ 
whose  entire  loss  here  was  but  29 
killed,  and  242  wonnded.  But  the 
bridges  were  of  course  burned  by  the 
fugitives ;  and  the  deep  river,  with  its 
forest-covered  western  bluff  lined 
with  sharp-shooters,  baffled  our  ad- 
vance for  hours.  Our  only  pontoon 
train  was  with  Sherman,  now  on  his 
way  to  Bridgeport,  several  miles  far- 
ther up ;  and  our  attempts  to  force 
a  passage,  under  cover  of  a  fire  of 
artillery,  were  baffled  nntil  after 
dark ;  when  the  Rebels,  aware  that 
they  would  be  flanked  if  they  at- 
tempted to  remain  here,  fell  back  to 
the  friendly  shelter  of  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Vicksburg. 

Floating  bridges  having  been  con- 
structed here  and  three  miles  above, 
diiring  the  night,  the  passage  of  both 
McClemand's  and  McPherson's  corps 
commenced  at  8  a.  m.  ;"  Gen.  Sher- 
man crossing  simultaneously  on  his 
pontoons  at  Bridgeport,  and  pressing 
on  to  within  3|  miles  of  Vicksburg ; 
when,  turning  to  the  right,  he  took 
possession,  unopposed,  of  Walnut 
Hills  and  the  banks  of  the  Yazoo 
adjacent.  McPherson,  striking  into 
iSherman's  road,  followed  it  to  the 
point  where  the  latter  had  obliqued 
to  the  Walnut  Hills,  where  he  h^ted 
for  the  night;  while  McClemand, 
advancing  on  the  direct  highway 
from  Jackson  nearly  to  Vicksburg, 
swayed  to  the  left,  so  as  to  cover  the 
roads  leading  into  that  city  from  the 
south-east ;  so  thitt  by  next  morning 
the  investment  of  the  doomed  city 
was  substantially  complete;    while 


'May  13. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


810 


THE    AKSBIGAK    CONFLICT. 


Porter,  who  had  returned  to  the 
Tazoo  on  the  16th,  now  reopened 
communication  hence  with  Grant  and 
Sherman,  sending  them  mudi  needed 
proyisions,  and  preparing  to  attack 
the  batteries  on  Haines's  Bluff,  which 
the  enemy  had  'began''*  to  evacuate, 
and  which,  on  the  appearance  of  our 
gunboats,  they  ran  away  from,  leav- 
ing guns,  forts,  munitions,  tents,  and 
equipage  of  all  kinds,  to  fall  into  our 
hands.  It  would  hardly  be  credited 
on  other  testimony  than  his  own," 
that  our  Admiral  proceeded  to  de- 
stroy this  inestimable  material  of 
war,  with  fiill  knowledge  that  Grant's 
triumphant  army,  more  especially 
Sherman's  corps,  were  at  hand  to 
defend  and  utilize  it. 

The  fell  of  Haines's  Bluff  com- 
pletely uncovered  Tazoo  City,  in 
fact,  the  whole  Tazoo  Valley;  and 
Porter  at  once  dispatchcKl  Lt. 
Walker,  with  five  gunboats,  up  the 
river.  Walker  readied  Tazoo  City 
at  1  p.  M.  ;'•  finding  the  Rebel  Na^ 
Tard  and  vessels  in  fiames,  and  the 
city  ready  to  surrender.  Among  the 
vessels  on  the  stocks  was  the  ram 
Republic,  810  feet  long  by  75  wide ; 
the  Mobile,  ready  for  plating,  &c., 
&c.  In  the  Navy  Tard,  were  five 
saw  and  planing  mills,  an  extensive 
machine-shop,  beside  carpenter  and 
blacksmith  shops,  &c.,  &c.  All  of 
these  that  the  Rebels  had  not  already 
fired  were  burned  by  Walker,  who 
found  1,500  Rebel  sick  and  wounded 
in  hospital  and  paroled  them.    He 


was  ambushed  "  and  fired  on  by  200 
sharp^ooters  at  Liverpool  Landing 
on  ]iis  return;  with  a  loss  of  1  killed, 
9  wounded ;  but  encountered  no  other 
resistance. 


An  immediate  assault  on  the  land- 
ward defenses  of  Vicksburg  was  de- 
termined on  by  Grant,  who  appre- 
hended an  attack  on  his  rear  by 
Johnston,  strongly  reenforced  from 
Bragg's  army,  and  who  counted  much 
on  the  demoralization  of  Pember- 
ton's  forces  by  their  succession  of 
defeats  and  disasters.  Accordingly, 
after  some  reciprocal  cannonading 
and  sharp-shooting,  a  general  assault 
was  ordered  at  2  p.  m.  ;^*  which  only 
resulted  in  an  advance  of  the  front 
of  our  several  corps  to  a  close  prox- 
imity to  the  Rebel  defenses.  Blair's 
division  of  Sherman's  corps  alone 
planted  its  colors  on  their  works ;  the 
13th  regulars,  of  Giles  Smith's  brig- 
ade, doing  so  at  a  cost  of  77  out  of 
250  men ;  its  leader,  Capt.  Washing- 
ton, being  among  the  mortally 
wounded.  The  83d  Indiana,  CoL 
Spooner,  and  the  127th  Illinois,  Col. 
Eldridge,  likewise  carried  the  outer 
slope  of  the  Rebel  earthworks,  and 
held  their  ground  till  night,  firing  at 
any  head  that  appeared  above  the 
parapet,  but  were  unable  to  enter; 
while  the  regiments  on  either  side  of 
these,  though  they  gained  positions 
close  up  to  the  works,  were  even  less 
successful  Sherman,  seeing  that 
they  were  here  exposed  to  hourly 


'♦  On  the  17th. 

'•  He  says,  in  his  dispatch  of  May  20th  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

"The  works  at  Haines's  Bluff  were  very  for- 
midable. There  are  14  of  the  heaviest  kind  of 
mounted  8-  and  lO-inch  and  7^inch  rifled  guns, 
with  ammuniHon  enough  to  last  a  Umg  siege.  As 
the  gun-carriages  might  again  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  Ihad£em  Immed,  blew  up  (he  magotf 


wine^  and  deHroyed  fhe  works  generally.  I  also 
burned  up  the  encampments,  which  were  pei^ 
manently  and  remarkably  well  constructed,  looi^ 
ing  as  though  the  Rebels  intended  to  stay  some 
time.  Their  works  and  encampments  covered 
many  acres  of  ground ;  and  the  fortifications  and 
rifle-pita  proper  of  Haines's  Bluff  extend  about 
a  mQe  and  a  quarter.  Such  a  net- work  of  forta 
I  never  saw.'* 
^«  May  20.  ''  May  23.  ^  May  19. 
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decimation  to  no  purpose,  ordered 
them,  after  dark,  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance  to  a  point  wher^  the  irregu- 
larities of  the  ground  afforded  them 
comparative  shelter  and  safety. 

The  two  following  days  were  de- 
voted to  bringing  up  and  distribu- 
ting provisions — ^the  campaign  in 
Mississippi  having  thus  far  been 
prosecuted  on  our  part  with  scarcely 
a  day's  rations  for  three  days'  ser- 
vice: the  country  traversed  being 
drawn  upon  for  whatever  it  could 
afford :  while  roads  were  made,  can- 
non planted,  &c. ;  the  enemy  like- 
wise improving  the  time  to  the 
utmost.  And  now  Gen.  Grant 
ordered  a  second  and  more  deter- 
mined assault  at  all  points,  to  be 
made  simultaneously  at  10  A.  m." 

At  the  moment  named,  our  sol- 
diers darted  from  under  cover  and 
rushed  upon  the  Sebel  works  before 
them — their  men  all  shielded  by  their 
breastworks,  while  ours  wero  neces- 
sarily exposed  to  a  close  and  deadly 
fire. 

Sherman's  attack  was  made  by 
Frank  Blair's  division,  led  by  the 
brigade  of  Gen.  Hugh  S.  Ewing, 
30th  Ohio,  with  Giles  Smith's  and 
T.  Kilby  Smith's  closely  following ; 
sharp-shooters  skirmishing  in  the 
advance,  and  a  storming  party  car- 
rying boards  and  poles  wherewith  to 
bridge  the  ditch — ^five  batteries  con- 
centrating their  fire  on  the  enemy's 
bastion  constructed  to  command  the 
approach. 

in  vain.  The  storming  party  had 
reached  the  salient  of  the  bastion 
unassailed,  and  passed  toward  the 
gaily-port,  when  there  shot  up  be- 
hind the  parapet,  a  double  rank  of 
the  eneriay,  who  poured  on  the  head 


of  the  column  a  fire  that  swept  it 
down  in  an  instant.  No  troops 
could  or  should  persist  in  braving 
such  utter,  useless  destruction.  The 
rear  of  the  column  attempted  to  rush 
on;  but  it  was  madness;  and  soon 
all  had  sought  cover  from  that  deadly 
fire. 

Still,  the  assault  was  not  aban- 
doned; but,  swerving  to  the  left, 
Ewing's  men,  in  the  advance,  crossed 
the  ditch  on  the  left  face  of  the  bas- 
tion, and,  climbing  up  its  exterior 
slope,  planted  their  colors  near  the 
top,  and  burrowed  in  the  earth  for 
shelter  from  the  flanking  fire  of  the 
enemy;  while  Giles  Smith's  brig- 
ade, turning  down  a  ravine,  found 
cover,  formed  line,  and  threatened  the 
parapet  still  farther  to  the  left ;  Kil- 
by Smith  deploying  his  men  on  the 
off  slope  of  a  spur  of  hill,  and  keep- 
ing up,  with  Ewing's,  a  fire  on  any 
head  that  appeared  above  the  para- 
pet. Our  artillery  and  infantiy  be- 
ing still  at  work,  our  stormers  easily 
held  their  ground ;  and,  at  length, 
Giles  Smith's  and  Bansom's  brigades 
attempted  to  carry  the  parapet  by 
assault ;  but  were  repelled  with  loss. 
Meantime,  Steele's  division,  which 
had  advanced  half  a  mile  farther  to 
the  right,  was  fighting  desperately  to 
little  profit ;  yet,  on  the  receipt  of  a 
dispatch  from  McClemand  to  Grant, 
announcing  that  his  corps  had  oa»- 
ried  three  Eebel  forts,  Sherman  or- 
dered Tuttle  to  renew  the  assault  on 
his  left;  and  Mower's  brigade  was 
sent  up  where  Ewing's  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Mower  did  his  best ;  and  the 
colors  of  his  leading  regiment  (11th 
Missouri)  were  planted  beside  those 
of  Blair's  storming  party,  and  there 
remained  till  withdrawn  after  night- 


^  Maj  22. 
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fall ;  but  no  substantial  sucoess  was 
achieved  to  balance  the  heavy  loss. 

Steele  had  like  ill  success  in  his 
attack ;  his  men  advancing  across  ra- 
vines and  gullies  to  a  point  between 
the  bastion  and  the  Mississippi; 
whence  they  made  their  way,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  up  to  the  parapet,  which 
they  failed  to  carry,  but  held  posses- 
sion of  the  hill-side  beneath  it  till 
night ;  when  they  were  withdrawn, 
like  the  rest. 

The  assault  by  McPherson's  corps, 
in  the  center,  was  equally  spirited 
and  equally  fruitless,  save  in  carnage : 
our  losses  being  probably  tenfold 
those  of  the  strongly  fortified  and 
thoroughly  sheltered  Bebels.  Some 
ground  was  here  gained  in  the  as- 
sault ;  but  it  was  mainly  abandoned 
after  dark. 

On  our  left,  McOlemand's  attack 
seemed  for  a  time  more  effective,  or, 
at  least,  was  believed  by  him  to  be 
so.  Bushing  forward  to  the  assault 
precisely  at  10  a.  m.,  Lawler's  and 
Landrum's  brigades  had,  within  15 
minutes,  carried  the  ditch,  slope,  and 
bastion,  of  the  fort  they  confronted, 
which  was  entered  by  Sergeant  Grif- 
fith and  11  privates  of  the  22d  Iowa ; 
all  of  whom  fell  in  it  but  the  Ser- 
geant, who  brought  away  13  Eiebels 
as  prisoners.  The  colors  of  the  48th 
Ohio  and  77th  Illinois  were  planted 
on  the  bastion ;  and,  within  the  next 
quarter  of  an  hour,  Benton's  and 
Burbridge's  brigades,  fired  by  this 
example,  had  carried  the  ditch  and 
slope  of  another  strong  earthwork, 
planting  their  colors  on  the  slope; 
while  Capt.  White,  of  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Battery,  carried  forward 
one  of  his  guns  by  hand  to  the  ditch, 
double-shotted  it,  and  fired  it  into  an 
embrasure,  disabling  a  Bebel  gun 


ready  to  be  fired,  and  doubtless  do- 
ing execution  among  its  gunners. 

McClemahd  supposed  his  assault 
successful,  and  reported  to  Grant  that 
he  had  carried  two  of  the  Rebel  forts ; 
and  again:  '^We  have  gained  the 
enemy's  intrenchments  at  several 
points,  but  are  brought  to  a  stand ;" 
at  the  same  time  asking  for  reen- 
foroements.  Grant,  when  he  received 
the  first  dispi^tch,  inmiediately  or- 
dered the  assault  on  Sherman's  front 
(where  he  then  was)  to  be  renewed ; 
whilQ  he  started  back  to  his  original 
position  with  McPherson  in  the  cen- 
ter ;  which  he  had  not  reached  when 
he  received  from  McClemand  the  fur- 
ther message  above  cited;  whereupon, 
though  distrusting  its  accuracy,  he 
"ordered  Quinby's  division  of  McPher- 
son's  corps  to  report  to  McClemand ; 
whose  dispatches  he  showed  to  Mc- 
Pherson as  an  incitement  to  press  the 
enemy  in  his  front,  so  as  to  prevent 
a  concentration  against  our  left. 

Nothing  came  of  all  this  but  ag- 
gravated losses — ^mainly  on  our  side. 
McClemand's  taking  of  the  forts  was 
after  the  well-known  similitude  of  the 
captured  Tartar :  his  men  could  get 
into  them  at  the  cost  of  not  coming 
out  again.  Two  hours  later,  he  wrote 
again  that :  "  I  have  lost  no  ground. 
My  inen  are  in  two  of  the  enemy's 
forts  [which  was  partially  true  of  his 
dead] ;  but  they  are  conmianded  by 
rifie-pits  in  the  rear.  Several  prison- 
ers have  been  taken,  who  intimate 
that  the  rear  is  strong.  At  this  mo- 
ment, I  am  hard  pressed."  And  that 
was  the  sum  totsd  of  our  progress  in 
this  quarter:  the  assault  of  Oster- 
haus's  and  Hovey's  divisions,  farther  ' 
to  our  left,  having  been  promptly 
repulsed  by  a  deadly  enfilading  fire, 
which  drove  them  to  take  shelter 
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behind  a  friendly  ridge  and  remain  i 
there;  while  McArthur's  division, 
which  had  been  ordered  by  Grant  to 
reenforce  McClemand,  proved  to  be 
Bome  miles  distant,  so  that  it  did  not 
arrive  till  next  morning ;  and  Quin- 
by's  two  brigades  came  lip,  fully 
observed  by  the  enemy,  who  corre- 
spondingly shifted  their  own  forces. 
When  these  brigades  came  to  hand, 
it  was  nearly  dark ;  and  Col.  Boom- 
er, commanding  one  of  them,  was 
killed  as  he  led  his  men  into  action. 
Finally,  at  8  p.  m.,  our  men  were  re- 
called fi*om  the  more  advanced  and 
imperiled  positions  they  had  taken, 
leaving  pickets  to  hold  the  ground 
solidly  gained,  wherever  that  was 
practicable;  and  our  army  sank  to 
rest,  having  lost  nearly  8,000  men  in 
this  wasteful  assault — a  third  of  them, 
Grant  estimates,  by  reason  of  McCler- 
nand's  mistake  in  supposing  and  re- 
porting that  he'  had  carried  two  forts 
by  his  initial  eifort.** 

Grant,  in  his  report,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing excellent  reasons  for  ordering 
this  assault: 

**  I  believed  an  assault  from  the  position 
gained  by  this  time  could  be  made  snccess- 
fully.  It  was  known  that  Johnston  was  at 
Canton  with  the  force  taken  by  him  ft*om 
Jackson,  r^nforoed  by  other  troops  from 
the  east,  and  that  more  were  daily  reaching 
him.     With  the  force  I  had,  a  short  time 


mnst  have  enabled  him  to  attack  me  in  the 
rear,  and  possibly  to  succeed  in  raising  the 
siege.  Possession  of  Yicksburg  at  that 
time  would  have  enabled  me  to  have  turned 
upon  Johnston  and  driven  him  from  the 
State,  and  possess  myself  of  all  the  railroads 
and  practical  military  highways:  thus  effec- 
tually securing  to  ourselves  all  territory 
west  of  the  Tombigbee ;  and  this  before  the 
season  was  too  far  advanced  for  campaign- 
ing in  this  latitude.  It  would  have  saved 
Grovemment  sending  large  rdenforoements, 
much  needed  elsewhere;  and,  finally,  the 
troops  themselves  were  impatient  to  possess 
Yicksburg,  and  would  not  have  toorked  in 
the  trencher  with  the  Bame  ual^  believing  it 
unneceesQ/ry^  that  they  did  after  their  fail- 
ure to  carry  the  enemy'' e  iijorw." 

He  afterward  adds : 

"The  assault  of  this  day  proved  'th« 
quality  of  the  soldiers  of  this  army.  With- 
out entire  success,  and  with  a  heavy  lose, 
there  was  no  murmuring  or  complaining, 
no  falling  back,  nor  other  evidence  of  de- 
moralization. 

"  After  the  failure  of  the  22d,  I  deter- 
mined upon  a  regular  siege.  The  troops 
now,  being  fully  awake  to  the  necessity  of 
ttiis,  worked  diligently  and  cheerfully.  The 
work  progressed  rapidly  and  satisfactorily 
until  the  8d  of  July,  when  all  was  about 
ready  for  a  final  assault." 

Yicksburg  was  now  completely 
invested;  for  Porter's  gunboats 
watched  the  river  above  and  below 
to  prevent  any  escape  to  or  succor 
from  the  Louisiana  side;  with  13- 
inch  mortars  and  100-pounder  rifled 
Parrotts  mounted  on  rafts,  anchored 
under  the  high  bank,  whence,  en- 
tirely out  of  harm's  way,  they  could 


*  The  diary  of  a  citizeu  of  Vicksburg,  who 
was  a  resident  during  the  siege,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  this  day's  experiences  within 
the  city  among  civilians,  who  had  only  to  con- 
sult their  own  safety: 

'*  The  morning  of  this  day  opened  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  previous  one  had  dosed.  There 
had  been  no  luU  in  the  shelling  all  night;  and, 
as  daylight  approached,  it  grew  more  rapid  and 
furious.  Early  in  the  morning,  too,  the  batUe 
began  to  rage  in  the  rear.  A  terrible  onalauffht 
was  made  on  the  center  first,  and  then  extended 
futher  to  the  left,  where  a  terrific  struggle  took 
place,  resulting  in  the  repulse  of  the  attacking 
party.  Four  gunboats  also  came  up  to  engage 
the  batteries.  At  this  time,  the  scene  presented 
an  awfully  sublime  and  terrific  spectado— >three 
poiAs  being  attacked  at  once;  to  wit,  the  rifle- 


pits  by  the  enemy  in  the  rear ;  the  city  by  the 
mortars  opposite;  and  the  batteries  by  the  gun- 
boats. Such  cannonading  and  sheUing  has  per- 
haps scarcely  ever  been  equaled ;  and  the  d^ 
was  entirely  untenable,  though  women  and  chil- 
dren were  on  the  streets.  It  was  not  safe  from 
behind  or  before ;  and  every  part  of  the  dty  was 
alike  within  range  of  the  Federal  guns.  The 
gunboats  withdrew,  after  a  short  engagement^ 
but  the  mortars  kept  up  the  shelling,  and  the 
armies  continued  fighting  all  day.  Several  des- 
perate charges  were  made  in  force  against  the 
lines  without  accomplishing  their  object  It 
would  require  the  pen  of  a  poet  to  depict  the 
awfld  sublimity  of  this  day's  work — ^tho  inces- 
sant booming  of  cannon  and  the  banging  of 
small  arms.  Intermingled  with  the  howling  of 
shells,  and  the  whistling  of  Mini^-balls,  made 
the  day  truly  most  hideous." 
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throw  shell  into  the  city — some  of 
them  having  a  range  of  3^  niiles. 
We  still  held  military  possession  of 
the  peninsula  opposite,  which  we 
had  vainly  tried  to  c^ax  the  Missis- 
sippi to  cross ;  and  a  S-gnn  battery 
on  the  levee  annoyed  the  Rebel  gar- 
rison, finally  bm-ning  up  their  foun- 
dery,  wherein  they  were  casting  shot 
and  shell.  The  Cincinnati  had  been 
sunk "  by  the  Rebel  batteries ;  but 
there  were  five  large  gunboats  left — 
two  above  and  three  below  the  town. 
And  so,  keeping  a  sharp  lookout  for 
an  attack  by  Jo.  Johnston  on  his 
rear,  Grant  sat  down  to  digging  his 
way  into  Vicksburg  from  the  east, 
with  a  force  not  very  much  superior 
in  numbers  to  that  which  he  had  so 
badly  beaten  at  Champion  Hills  and 
the  Big  Black,  and  whose  capture 
was  now  but  a  question  of  time. 
For  Pemberton  was  notoriously  short 
of  both  provisions  "  and  ammunition 
— 42,000  percussion  caps  having 
been  smuggled  in  to  him  after  the 
investment;  yet  he  was  ultimately 
reduced  to  ten  per  man.  Of  his 
80,000  men,  6,000  were  in  hospital, 
sick  or  wounded,  leaving  probably 
not  more  than  15,000  thoroughly  fit 
for  duty.  His  hopes  of  relief  were 
slender;  for  the  Big  Black  in  our 
rear,  with  the  sharp,  wooded  ridges 
among  which  our  besiegers  were 
encamped,  afforded  strong  defensive 
positions,  which  were  carefully  im- 
proved. The  sheltering  woods  ren- 
dered our  camps  much  cooler  than 
the  naked,  dusty  city;   while   the 


deep  ravines  gave  birth  to  many 
welcome  springs  of  cool,  sparkling 
water.  Thus  our  soldiers  actually 
improved  in  health  as  they  dug  their 
way  into  Vicksburg ;  so  that,  while 
Grant  could  hardly  have  put  20,000 
men  into  line  of  battle  the  day  after 
the  unlucky  assault,  ho  had  many 
more  effectives  a  month  later ;  beside 
which,  he  had  been  rq/enforced  by 
Lauman's  division,  and  by  two  others 
from  Memphis,  under  Gen.  C.  C. 
Washbume,  one  drawn  from  Mis- 
souri, under  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron,  and 
two  divisions  of  the  9th  corps,  un- 
der Maj.-Gen.  J.  G.  Parke. 

Our  first  mine  was  sprung  under  a 
principal  fort  opposite  our  center,  on 
the  25th,  throwing  down  a  part  of 
its  face :  a  bloody  struggle  following 
for  its  possession,  in  which  we  but 
partially  succeeded.  Three  days 
later,  another  face  of  the  same  fort 
was  blown  off;  and  now  the  enemy 
were  obliged  to  recede  a  little,  con- 
structing or  strengthening  other  de- 
fenses behind  it ;  and  thus  the  siege 
went  on — ^the  rugged  ^ound  render- 
ing tedious  approaches  unnecessary 
— and  fort  afi^er  fort  being  mined, 
while  counter-mines  were  run  by  the 
enemy — the  diggers  of  either  army 
oft;en  hearing  the  sound  of  each  other's 
picks,  which  gave  token  that  only  a 
thin  screen  of  earth  divided  them. 

Had  it  been  essential  to  dig  down 
those  serried  heights,  which  consti- 
tuted the  Gibraltar  of  the  Rebellion, 
the  work  would  doubtless  have  been 
done ;  but  Famine  mines  more  surely 


"  May  27. 

"  The  diftiy  of  John  W.  Sattenwhite,  6th 
Missouri  (RebelX  who  fought  throughout  the 
siege,  notes,  under  date  of  May  26 :  "  We  have 
been  on  half  rations  of  coarse  corn-bread  and 
xpoor  beef  for  ten  days."  June  1 :  "  We  are 
now  eating  bean-bread,  and  half-rations  at  that." 


June  3 :  "  We  are  now  eating  half  rations : 
bread,  rice,  and  corn-meal  mixed.''  June  10  : 
"  Our  beef  gave  out  to-day.  We  are  now  draw- 
ing one-quarter  of  a  pound  of  bacon  to  the 
man.**  June  18:  **Our  rations  changed:  i 
pound  of  flour,  i  pound  of  bacon  to  the 
quite  light"  ^ 
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and  rapidly  than  any  engineer.  The 
harassed,  shattered  garrison  could 
better  fight  on  their  ramparts  than 
starve  behind  them.  At  length,  after 
45  days  of  isolation,  Pemberton, 
hopeless  of  relief,  and  at  the  end  of 
his  resources,  hung  out  a  white  flag  " 
in  front  of  Gen.  A,  J.  Smith's  divi- 
sion ;  and  our  men,  sent  forward  to 
inquire  as  to  its  purport,  were  in- 
formed that  Gen.  Bowen  and  Col. 
Montgomery,  of  Pemberton's  staff, 
bore  a  communication  from  their 
chief  to  Gen.  Grant.  Duly  blind- 
folded, they  were  taken  to  Gen.  Bur- 
bridge's  tent,  whence  their  message 
was  communicated  to  our  com- 
mander, and  proved  to  be  an  applica- 
tion for  an  armistice,  with  a  view  to 
arranging  terms  of  capitulation. 
Gen.  Grant  promptly  responded, 
requiring  an  unconditional  surren- 
der ;  to  which  Bowen  demurred,  ex- 
pressing a  wish  to  converse  with 
Gen.  Grant.  This  was  declined ;  but 
a  willingness  avowed  to  confer  with 
Q^n.  Pemberton,  if  he  wished,  at 
such  time  as  he  should  appoint. 
Pemberton  accordingly  named  8 
p.  M.  of  that  day;  at  which  time, 
the  meeting  took  place :  Pemberton 
being  attended  by  Bowen  and  Mont- 
gomery ;  Grant  by  McPherson,  Ord, 
Logan,  and  A.  J.  Smith,  beside 
his  staff.  Pemberton  required  that 
his  men  should  be  paroled  and 
marched  beyond  our  lines  with  eight 
days'  rations  dravmfrom  their  own 
stores  [they  applied  to  our  commis- 
sary for  rations  next  day];  the 
officers  to  retain  their  private  pro- 
perty and  their  body-servants.  Grant 
heard  all  that  they  proposed,  then 
broke  up  the  conference,  promising 
to   send  his    answer  before    night ; 


hostilities  to  remain  suspended  mean- 
time. Accordingly,  after  conferring 
with  his  Major-Generals^  Grant  sent 
by  Gen.  Logan  and  Lt.-Col.  Wilson 
the  following  letter : 

"  HeADQU A.BTEB8,  Dep't  OF  TENNESSEE,  ) 

"Near  Vioksbubg,  July  8,  1868.  \ 
"Lt-Gen.  J.  0.  Pbmbebton,  commanding 
Confederate  forces,  Yicksbarg,  Miss. : 
"  General  :  In  conformity  with  the  agree- 
ment of  this  afternoon,  I  will  submit  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  for  the  surrender  of  the 
city  of  Vicksbnrg,  public  stores,  etc.  On 
your  accepting  the  terms  proposed,  I  will 
march  in  one  division  as  a  guard,  and  take 
possession  at  8  a.  m.  to-morrow.  As  soon 
as  paroles  can  be  made  out  and  signed  by 
the  officers  and  men,  yon  will  be  allowed  to 
march  out  of  our  lines :  the  officers  taking 
with  them  their  regimental  clothing,  and 
stafl^  field,  and  caviSry  officers  one  horse 
each.  The  rank  and  file  will  be  allowed  all 
their  clothing,  but  no  other  property.  If 
these  conditions  are  accepted,  any  amount 
of  rations  you  may  deem  necessary  can  be 
taken  from  the  stores  you  now  have,  and 
also  the  necessary  cooking  utensils  for  pre- 
paring them,  and  thirty  wagons  also,  count- 
ing two  two-horse  or  mole  teams  as  one. 
You  will  be  allowed  to  transport  such  arti- 
cles as  can  not  be  carried  along.  The  same 
conditions  will  be  allowed  to  all  sick  and 
wounded  officers  and  privates,  as  fast  as  they 
become  able  to  travel.  The  paroles  of  these 
latter  must  be  signed,  however,  whilst  offi- 
cers are  present  authorized  to  sign  the  roll 
of  prisoners. 

"I  am.  General,  very  respectfully, 
>  "  Your  obedient  servant, 

"0.  8.  Geant,  Major-General." 

Pemberton  responded  as  foUows : 

"Hradqttabters,  Vicksbubo,  ) 
"July  8,  1863.  ] 
"Maj.-Gen.  Grant,  comMing  U.  S.  forces: 
"  General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
this  date,  proposing  terms  for  the  surrender 
of  this  garrison  and  post.  In  the  main,  your 
terms  are  accepted;  but,  in  justice  both  to 
the  honor  and  spirit  of  my  troops,  manifest- 
ed in  the  defense  of  Yicksburg,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  amendments ; 
which,  if  acceded  to  by  you,  will  perfect  the 
agreement  between  us.  At  10  o'clock  to- 
morrow, I  propose  to  evacuate  the  works  in 
and  around  Yicksburg,  and  to  surrender  the 
city  and  garrison  under  my  command,  by 
marching  out  with  my  colors  and  arms, 
and  stacking  them  in  front  of  my  pres- 


'  July  3,  8  A.  M. 
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ent  lines — after  wliiob,  yon  will  take  pos- 
session;  officers  to  retain  their  side-arms 
and  personal  property,  and  the  rights  and 
property  of  citizens  to  be  respected. 
"  I  am,  General,  yours,  very  respectfully, 
"J.  0.  Pkmbkrton,  Lt.-Cknerid." 

Grant  rejoined,  declining  to  fetter 
himself  by  any  stipulations  respect- 
ing citizens  and  their  effects,  and  in- 
sisting that  officers  should  take  bnt 
their  private  baggage  and  side-arms^ 
with  one  horse  each  to  mounted  offi- 
cers. Should  these  terms  not  be  ac- 
ceded to  by  9  A.  M.,  they  would  be 
regarded  as  rejected.  Pemberton 
forthwith  acceded ;  and,  at  9  a.  m., 
on  the  *  Glorious  Fourth,'  Gen.  Mc- 
Pherson  rode  in  to  receive  the  stipu- 
lated surrender ;  meeting  Pemberton 
half  a  mile  within  the  lines,  where 
they  were  soon  joined  by  Grant ;  and 
all,  after  a  few  minutes'  parley,  rode 
together  into  town ;  while  Gen.  Lo- 
gan \yas  ordered  to  establish  a  pro- 
vost^guard.  At  11^,  the  National 
ensign  was  hoisted  over  the  Court 
House,  and  *' Rally  round  the  flag" 
sung  beneath  it  by  a  crowd  of  enthu- 
siastic soldiers,  who  evidently  thought 
that  the  National  Anniversary  need- 
ed an  extra  celebration  in  that  city, 
whence  it  had  for  two  years  been  ex- 
cluded. By  3  p.  M.,  our  possession 
was  complete ;  our  vast  fleet  of  rams, 
gunboats,  transports,  &c.,  stretched 
along  the  levee ;  and  the  Rebel  sol- 
diers, whose  arms  had  been  duly 
stacked  in  the  morning,  were  look- 
ing sharply  for  the  provisions  which 
their  own  commissariat  was  unable 
to  supply.  After  being  duly  paroled 
and  supplied  with  three  days'  ra- 
tions, they  were  escorted  across  the 
Big  Black ;  thence  taking  their  way 
to  Jackson. 

Gen.  Grant  reports  his  aggr^ate 
losses  in  this  memorable  campaign, 
^•om  the  day  he  landed  at  Bruinsburg 


till  that  of  the  surrender,  at  943  killed, 
7,095  wounded,  and  537  missing: 
total,  8,575 ;  of  whom  4,236  fell  be- 
fore Vicksburg — ^most  of  them  in  the 
assault  of  May  22d.    He  adds : 

"  Of  the  wounded,  many  were  but  slight- 
ly wounded,  and  oontinued  on  duty ;  many 
more  required  but  a  few  days  or  weeks  for 
their  recovery.  Not  more  than  one-haJf  of 
the  wounded  were  permanently  disabled." 

Of  the  enemy's  losses,  he  says : 

"The  result  of  this  campaign  has  been 
the  defeat  of  the  enemy  in  five  battles  out- 
side of  Vicksburg ;  the  occupation  of  Jack- 
son, the  capital  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
and  the  capture  of  Vicksburg  and  its  garrison 
and  munitions  of  war;  a  loss  to  tlie  enemy 
of  37,000  prisoners,  among  whom  were  fif- 
teeu  general  officers ;  at  least  10,000  killed 
and  woundetl,  and  among  the  killed  Gene- 
rals Tracy,  Tilghman,  and  Green,  and  hun* 
dreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of  stragglers,  who 
can  never  be  coUected  and  reorganized. 
Arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  an  army  of 
60,000  men  have  fallen  into  our  hands;  be- 
sides a  large  amount  of  other  public  proper- 
ty, consisting  of  railroads,  locomotives,  cars, 
steamboats,  cotton,  etc. ;  and  much  was  de- 
stroyed to  prevent  our  capturing  it." 

Of  course,  the  37,000  prisoners 
claimed  were  not  all  captured  with 
Vicksburg ;  but  the  number  there  pa- 
roled, including  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, was  reported  at  27,000,  of  whom 
15,000  only  were  fit  for  duty.  This 
was  the  heaviest  single  blow  ever 
given  to  the  muscular  resources  of 
the  Rebellion;  and  no  other  cam- 
paign of  the  war  equals  in  brilliancy 
of  conception  and  general  success  in 
execution  that  which  resulted  in  the 
capitulation  of  Vicksburg. 


Gen.  Grant  was  fully  aware, 
throughout  the  progress  of  the  si^e, 
that  Jo.  Johnston  was  behind  him, 
using  every  exertion  to  raise  an  army 
strong  enough  to  fell  upon  the  be- 
siegers with  a  rational  hope  of  suc- 
cess. Hardly  had  the  investment 
been  completed,  when,  upon  infor- 
mation that  Johnston  had  crossed  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SHERMAN  DBITES  JOHNSTON  OUT  OF  JACKSON. 


31T 


Big  Black,  near  Canton,  he  directed  " 
Gen.  Sherman,  with  five  brigades,  to 
oppose  his  farther  advance.  Sher- 
man moved  accordingly ;  and,  being 
afterward  reenforced,  constracted  a 
line  of  defenses  from  the  Yazoo  at 
Haines's  Bluff  to  the  Big  Black, 
which  could  not  have  been  carried 
even  by  a  considerably  larger  force, 
save  at  a  fearful  cost.  Johnston  did 
not  try  it ;  but  was  operating  £Eurther 
down  the  Black,  with  probable  in- 
tent** to  cut  his  way  through  our 
left  and  form  a  junction  with  Pem- 
berton  south  of  the  city,  when  the 
latter,  apprehending  an  assault  on 
the  4th,  surrendered  his  famished 
forces.  That  surrender  had  barely 
.  been  effected  when  Gen.  Grant  im- 
pelled all  that  remained  with  him  of 
Sherman's  and  McPherson's  corps  to 
reenforce  Sherman  on  the  Big  Black ; 
not  even  allowing  the  soldiers  to  en- 
ter the  stronghold  they  had  so  hardly 
won.  By  2  p.  M.  of  the  4th,  our  col- 
umns were  in  motion ;  next  evening, 
they  had  united  with  Sherman's  for- 
mer command,  enabling  him  to  cross 
the  Big  Black  on  the  6th  with  an 
army  little  less  than  50,000  strong. 
His  right,  under  Ord,  crossed  at  the 
railroad ;  his  center,  under  Steele,  at 
Messenger's  Ford,  above ;  his  left,  un- 
der Parke,  still  higher  up  the  river; 
the  latter  alone  encountering  no  seri- 
ous resistance.  Thus  advancing  over 
a  region  already  wilted  by  war,  and 
now  parched  to  sterility  by  a  fierce 


drouth,  which  maddened  men  and 
animals  with  heat  and  thirst,  cover- 
ing all  with  blinding  dust,  our  army 
pressed  back  Johnston  into  Jackson, 
forcing  him  to  .take  refuge  **  within 
its  iutrenchments,  wherein  he  was 
soon  invested;*'  Sherman  opening 
upon  the  city  and  its  defenders  a  con- 
centric fire  with  100  heavy  guns  on 
the  12th^  while  our  cavalry  advance 
on  either  flank  was  pushed  forward 
to  Pearl  river. 

Johnston  says  he  had  but  24,000 
men — sufficient  to  resist  an  assault, 
but  not  enough  to  meet  Sherman's 
force  in  pitched  battle  with  any  hope 
of  success.  Our  guns,  planted  on  the 
adjacent  hills,  commanded  every  part 
of  the  town.  A  gleam  of  good  for- 
tune transiently  irradiated  his  som- 
ber prospect ;  Gen.  Lauman,  misap- 
prehending an  order,  having  ad- 
vanced his  division  so  close  to  the 
Rebel  works  that  it  was  uselessly 
torn  to  pieces  by  a  fire  which  in  a 
few  moments  bereft  us  of  500  men, 
of  whom  200  were  captured,  with  the 
colors  of  the  28th,  41st,  and  53d  Illi- 
nois. 

It  being  evident  that  to  remain 
was  simply  to  court  destruction, 
Johnston — apprised  that  heavy  trains 
of  ammtmition  were  coming  up  from 
Yicksburg  to  Sherman,  who  had  thus 
far  been  constrained  to  economize 
his  cartridges — ^having  sent  away 
whatever  he  could — ^his  railroad  east- 
ward   being  stiU    open — evacuated 


•«  June  22. 

"  Qen.  Hugh  S.  Bwiiig  reports  that  he  caught, 
on  the  3d,  a  spj  attempting  to  force  hU  way 
through  his  lines  into  Vicksburg,  on  the  strength 
of  a  pass  from  one  of  our  Generals;  who,  when 
searched,  was  found  to  h^^  passes  also  fh>m 
Bebel  Qenerals,  and  who  was  doubtless  sent  bj 
Johnston  to  Pemberton  with  assurances  that  he 
would  speedily  adranoe  to  his  rescue. 


Johnston,  in  his  report,  confirms  £)wing*8  sus- 
picions, as  follows: 

"  On  the  night  of  the  3d,  a  messenger  was 
sent  to  Qen.  Pemberton  with  information  that 
an  attempt  to  create  a  diversion  would  be  made, 
to  enable  him  to  cut  his  way  out,  and  that  I 
hoped  to  attack  the  enemj  about  the  1th, 

^  On  the  6th,  however,  we  learned  the  fall  of 
Vicksburg;  and  therefore  fell  back  to  Jackson.'' 

••  Julj  t.  •^  July  9-10. 
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Jackson  during  the  night,**  hurrying 
across  Pearl  river,  and  burning  the 
bridges  behind  him;  retreating 
through  Brandon  to  Morton.  Sher- 
man did  not  pursue  in  force  beyond 
Brandon ;  but,  having  thoroughly 
broken  up  the  railroads  for  miles  in 
every  direction,  and  destroyed  every 
thing  in  Jackson  that  could  be  use- 
ful to  the  enemy,  fell  back  by  Clinton 
across  the  Big  Black.*  Johnston 
reports  his  loss  in  Jackson  at  71 
killed,  504  wounded,  and  about  26 
missing;  but  adds:  "Desertions 
during  the  siege  and  on  the  march 
[retreat]  were,  I  regret  to  say,  fre- 
quent."    • 

Having  perfected  the  occupation 
and  insured  the  retention  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Gen.  Grant  embarked  **  an  ex- 
pedition, under  Qei.  F.  J.  Herron,  to 
move  down  the  river  to  the  aid  of  G^n. 
Banks  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson ; 
but  our  men  were  scarcely  on  board 
when  tidings  of  Gardner's  surrender 
caused  the  order  to  be  countermand- 
ed, and  Herron  directed  to  proceed 
instead  up  the  Tazoa  This  involved 
a  debarkation  and  reembarkation  on 
vessels  of  lighter  draft ;  which  being 
promptly  effected,  Herron  set  forth 
on  his  new  errand;"  his  transports 
preceded  by  the  iron-clad  De  Kalb 
and  two  *  tin-clad'  [lightly  and  par- 
tially shielded]  gunboats,  under  Cap- 
tain Walker. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  was 
the  capture  of  a  large  fleet  of  steam- 
boats, which  had  been  run  up  this 
river  for  safety  and  use,  and  which 
had  escaped  Porter's  expedition  by 
running  far  up  one  of  the  branches 


of  the  Yazoo— a  feat  now  incapable 
of  repetition,  by  reason  of  the  gene- 
ral drouth  and  consequent  shallow- 
ness of  those  streams.  The  29th 
North  Carolina,  Col.  Chrisman,  with 
a  battery,  holding  Tazoo  City,  de- 
camped on  the  approach  of  our  boats ; 
but  the  De  Kalb  was  sunk  by  a  tor- 
pedo when  nearly  opposite  the  city ; 
while  the  coveted  steamboats  made 
off,  and  but  one  of  them  was  cap- 
tured. Herron's  cavalry  being  sent 
after  the  fugitives,  however,  they 
were  all — 22  in  number — burnt  or 
sunk,  either  at  this  time  or  when 
Walker  was  sent  back  by  Com.  Por- 
ter to  bring  away  the  guns,  &c.,  of  the 
De  Kalb ;  so  that  the  Yazoo  was 
thenceforth  clear  of  Rebel  vessels. 
Herron  captured  and  brought  away 
300  prisoners,  6  heavy  guns,  250 
small  arms,  800  horses,  and  2,000 
bales  of  Confederate  cotton.  He 
moved  "  across,  by  order,  from  Yazoo 
City  to  Benton  and  Canton,  in  sup- 
port of  Sherman's  advance  to  Jack- 
son; but  countermarched  immedi- 
ately,*" on  information  of  Johnston's 
flight  from  Jackson,  and,  reembark- 
ing,  returned"  to  Vicksburg. 


While  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  was 
in  progress.  Gen.  Grant,  compelled 
to  present  a  bold  front  at  once  to 
Pemberton  and  to  Johnston,  had 
necessarily  drawn  to  himself  nearly 
all  the  forces  in  his  department, 
stripping  his  forts  on  the  river  above 
him  so  far  as  was  consistent  with 
their  safety.  Milliken's  Bend  had 
thus  been  left  in  charge  of  Brig.- 
Gen.  E.  S.  Dennis,  with  barely  1,061 " 
effectives,  whereof  the   23d    Iowa, 


"  July  16-17. 
••July  10-11. 
••  July  16-17. 


'July2L 


••  July  25. 
•»  July  12. 
•July  18-19. 


••  So  Gen.  Dennis  reports.  Mr.  G.  G.  Ed- 
wards, who  was  present,  reports  our  numbers  as 
foUows  :  23d  low^  160 ;  9th  Ia.,  600 ;  11th  La. 
about  600;  1st  Hiss.,  150:  total,  1,410. 
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Col.  Glasgow,  numbered  160;  the 
residue  were  negroes,  very  recently 
enlisted,  and  organized  as  the  9th 
and  11th  Louisiana  and  1st  Missis- 
sippi. Against  this  post,  a  Eebel 
force  fix)m  the  interior  of  Louisiana, 
said  to  consist  of  six  regiments  under 
Gen.  Henry  McCulloch,  numbering 
2,000  to  3,000,  advanced  ••  from  Rich- 
mond, La.,  driving  in  the  9th  Louis- 
iana and  two  companies  of  cavalry 
who  had  been  out  on  a  reconnois- 
sance,  and  pursuing  them  nearly  up 
to  our  earthworks  at  the  Bend,  where 
they  were  stopped  by  nightfall,  and 
lay  on  their  arms,  not  doubting  that 
they  would  go  in  with  a  rush  next 
morning. 

But,  just  at  dark,  a  steamboat 
passed,  enabling  Dennis  to  send  to 
Admiral  Porter  for  aid;  when  the 
gunboats  Choctaw  and  Lexington 
were  sent  down  from  Helena;  the 
former  arriving  just  as  the  Sebels, 
at  8  A.  H.,  advanced  to  the  assault, 
with  cries  of  "No  quarter  1"  to 
negroes  and  officers  of  negro  troops, 
rushing  upon  and  over  our  intrench- 
ments,  before  the  green,  awkward 
Blacks  had  been  able  to  fire  more 
than  one  or  two  rounds.  A  hand-to- 
hand  fight  of  several  minutes,  with 
bayonets  and  clubbed  muskets, 
ensued ;  wherein  combatants  were 
mutually  transfixed  and  fell  dead: 
the  struggle  resulting  favorably  to 
the  Eebels,  who  had  fianked  our 
works  and  poured  in  a  deadly  en- 
filading fire,  which  compelled  our 
men  to  give  ground  and  retire,  still 
fighting,  behind  the  levee.  And 
now  the  Choctaw  opened  on  the 
exulting  foe  with  such  effect  as  to 
compel  them  also  to  shrink  behind 
their  side  of  the  levee,  keeping  up 


a  fire,  while  attempting  to  outflank 
our  right.  Thus  the  %ht  was  main- 
tained with  little  loss  tiU  noon ;  when 
the  Eebels,  having  the  worst  of  it, 
drew  off,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  our 
troops  and  gunboats,  but  without 
being  pursued.  Some  of  the  news- 
paper correspondents  state,  what 
Dennis's  report  conceals,  that  our 
Blacks,  impelled  to  charge  the  Eebels 
in  their  fiight,  were  led  directly 
under  the  fire  of  our  gunboats,  by 
which  they  were  far  worse  cut  up 
than  by  the  Eebels.  Hence,  our 
heavy  loss  of  127  killed,  287  wound- 
ed, beside  some  300  missing  at  the 
close  of  the  action ;  most  of  whom 
probably  turned  up  afterward.  As 
Dennis  estimates  the  Eebel  loss  at 
about  150  killed  and  300  wounded,  it 
is  probable  that  the  fire  of  the  gun- 
boats, while  it  frightened  only  the, 
Eebels,  tdUed  more  of  our  men  than 
of  theirs. 

A  Eebel  demonstration  against 
Young's  Point  was  made  simultane- 
ously with  that  against  Milliken's 
Bend;  but  had  no  result,  and  was 
probably  intended  only  to  distract 
attention  from  the  latter.  A  few 
shots  from  gunboats  were  sufficient 
to  compel  a  retreat. 


Helena,  Arkansas,  had  been 
quietly  held  by  our  forces  since  its 
unresisted  occupation  by  Gen.  Wash- 
bume,*^  with  the  cavalry  advance  of 
Gen.  Curtis's  army,  and  had  proved 
useful  as  a  d6p6t  of  recruits  and  sup- 
plies destined  for  operations  farther 
south ;  while  its  garrison  was  a  con- 
stant menace  and  a  source  of  uneasi- 
ness and  alarm  to  the  Eebels  still  hold- 
ing most  of  Arkansas;  threatening,  as 
it  did,  the  more    important  points 


••June  d. 


•^  Jul7  11,  1862.    See  page  36. 
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therein.  Yet  it  was  left  nnafisailed  till 
near  the  close  of  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
bnrg,  ere  which,  Lt-Gen«  Holmes, 
commanding  in  Arkansas,  had  solicit- 
ed" of  Lt.-Gten.  Earby  Smith,  chief  of 
the  trans-Mississippi  department,  per- 
mission to  attack  it ;  which  was  readi- 
ly granted.  Meantime,  the  Confeder- 
ate Secretary  of  War  had  not  merely 
sanctioned  the  enterprise,  but  sug- 
gested and  urged  it.  Thus  author- 
ized and  stimulated,  Holmes  left" 
little  Rock  for  Clarendon,  which  he 
had  designated  as  the  rendezvous  for 
his  forces.  Fagan,  with  a  part  of 
his  men,  was  promptly  on  hand ;  but 
Sterling  Price,  owing  to  heavy  rains 
and  consequent  high  water,  was 
unable  to  arrive  till  four  days  after- 
ward."* The  attempt  at  surprise 
was  thus  baffled;  Maj.-Gen.  B.  M. 
Prentiss,  commanding  at  Helena, 
being  seasonably  aware  of  his  peril, 
and  fully  on  the  alert  to  repel  it. 
He  had  3,800  eifectives,  behind 
strong  earthworks  mounted  with 
serviceable  guns,  with  the  main  ap- 
proaches well  covered  by  abatis. 
The  gunboat  Tyler,  Lt.-Com'g  J.  M. 
Pritchett,  was  on  hand,  and  played  a 
very  efficient  part  in  the  defense. 
And,  though  Helena  lies  on  a  flat 
adjoining  the  river,  its  outworks  had 
been  judiciously  located  on  the  bluffs 
a  mile  back,  where  deep  ravines  and 
steep  ridges  favor  the  defensive  and 
impede  the  bringing  up  of  artillery 
by  their  assailants.  Brig.-Gten.  F. 
Salomon,"*  who  had  in  good  part 
planned  and  constructed  them,  was 
in  immediate  command  of  our  ex- 
terior defenses. 

Holmes — who  had  been  grossly 
deceived  both  as  to  the  strength  of 
our  works  and  the  number  of  their 


defenders — had  never  a  reasonable 
chance  of  snccees.  His  only  ground 
of  rational  hope  was  that  he  might  be 
confronted  by  a  coward,  a  traitor,  or 
an  idiot ;  and  that  did  not  happen  to 
be  the  ease. 

Two  years  of  sanguinary  conflict 
had  b^on  to  tell  on  the  resources  of 
the  Confederates.  Here  were  Price, 
and  Parsons,  and  Marmaduke,  with 
what  the  waste  of  war  had  left  of 
their  Missonrians ;  Holmes  had  evi- 
dently swept  Arkansas  to  swell  the 
brigades  of  Fagan,  McKae,  and 
"Walker;  yet  he  reports  his  total 
force  at  7,646;  or  about  twice  the 
number  he  vainly  struggled  to  over- 
come. He  needed  fwice  that  number 
to  give  his  attack  tc  fair  chance  of  ^ 
succes& 

His  dispositions  appear  to  have 
been  judicious ;  his  movements  well 
timed ;  and  his  soldiers,  in  the  main, 
tenacious  as  well  as  brave.  The 
Eebels  were  rarely  deficient  in  a 
charge ;  but  they  often  failed  where 
endurance  was  required.  In  this  in- 
stance, beside  Sterling  Price — emi- 
nently loved  and  trusted  by  the  Mis- 
sonrians— the  Eebel  Governor  of 
Arkansas,  Harris  Flanagan,  and  his 
Adjutant-General,  Col.  Gordon  Rear, 
were  on  the  field,  acting  as  volunteer 
aids  to  Holmes. 

Having  arrived  within  five  miles 
of  Helena  on  the  morning  of  the 
3d,  with  liis  fix)nt  well  covered  by 
cavalry,  who  permitted  no  one  to 
pass  them  riverward,  no  matter  on 
what  jwretext,  he  rested  his  men  till 
midnight;  when  th6y  were  moved 
forward  to  within  a  mile  or  so  of  the 
outworks,  where  they  halted  till  day- 
break, and  then, pushed  on. 

Price,  with  the  brigades  of  Par- 


*  June  14,  1863.      ••  June  26.     ***  June  30.     "*  Brother  of  the  then  Governor  of  Wisconsin. 
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8ons  and  McBae,  numbering  8,095, 
was  directed  to  assault  and  carry 
Graveyard  hill  (Battery  C) ;  and  he 
did  it,  under  a  tempest  of  grape, 
canister,  and  musketry,  repelling  its 
defenders  and  capturing  some  of  their 
guns.  But  he  found  them  shot- 
wedged  or  divested  of  friction- 
primers,  so  as  to  be  useless;  while 
his  own,  neeessanly  left  behind  in 
the  charge,  were  now  brought  up 
with  diflSculty;  meantime,  our  bat- 
teries on  either  hand  were  playing 
upon  his  exposed  infantry,  who  were 
feUling  rapidly  and  uselessly.  To 
escape  this  fire,  hundreds  of  them 
pushed  forward,  without  orders  or 
organization  —  a  mere  mob  —  and, 
being  wholly  .  unsupported,  were 
plowed  through  and  through  by  shot 
and  shell  from  front  and  flanks,  until 
the  survivors,,  unable  even  to  flee, 
were  obh'ged  to  surrender;  few  of 
them  escaping.  Of  his  3,095  men, 
Price  reports  a  total  loss  this  day  of 
1,111,  or  more  than  a  third:  105 
killed,  504  wounded,  502  missing. 

Fagan  had  a  smaller  force — only 
four  infantry  regiments — ^yet  was 
assigned  what  proved  the  harder 
task:  to  assault  and  carry  the  fort 
on  Hindman's  hill  (Battery  D). 
Leaving  his  artillery  where  he  first 
encountered  obstructions,  he  rushed 
his  men  up  ravines  and  precipices, 
over  abatis,  driving  our  sharp-shoot- 
ers out  of  their  rifle-pits,  under  a 
heavy,  constant,  and  deadly  fire,  till 
no  obstacle  renudned  between  them 
and  the  fort  they  were  ordered  to 
take,  just  as  they  were  relieved  of  a 
heavy  enfilading  fire  by  Price's  cap- 
tuse  of  our  works  on  Graveyard  hilL 
This  fort,  Fagan  now  attempted  to 
carry  by  assault;  but  the  utmost 
efforts  of  his  men,  stimulated  by  the 
VOL.  n. — ^21 


frantic  entreaties  of  their 
only  sufficed  to  pile  the  ground  with 
their  bleeding  bodies.  One  Arkansas 
regiment,  in  attempting  to.  force  its 
way  into  the  fort,  lost  its  Colonel, 
Lt.-Colonel,  and  over  100  men,  taken 
prisoners.  The  remainder  were 
driven  back  to  the  last  line  of  rifl^ 
pits,  whence  Fagan  sent  for  assist- 
ance— ^in  vain.  Meantime,  the  guns 
of  the  fort  kept  busily  at  work; 
fatigue,  thirst,  and  heat — ^for  the  day 
proved  intensely  .warm — ^told  upon 
the  thinned  ranks  of  the  Eebels ;  yet 
they  held  their  ground  until,  at  11 
A.  H.,  orders  came  from  Holmes  for 
a  general  retreat,  which  were  will- 
ingly obeyed. 

Marmaduke — ^who  had  1,750  men 
— ^was  ordered  to  take  the  fort  on 
Eighton  hill,  on  the  north,  in  which 
he  failed ;  being  exposed  to  a  heavy 
flanking  fire  from  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry sheltered  behind  the  levee. 
He  lays  the  blame  of  his  failure  on 
Walker,  who,  with  a  cavalry  brigade, 
was  still  farther  to  the  north,  and 
who  (Marmaduke  says)  kept  about 
half  a  mile  back — an  assertion  coim- 
tenanced  by  undisputed  facts.  Very 
likely,  his  knowledge  that  to  advance 
was' sheer  foolhardiness  kept  him 
back.  His  loss  was  trifling;  that 
of  Marmaduke  but  67. 

Holmes,  in  his  report,  frankly  ad- 
mits his  defeat,  and  makes  his  loss 
173  killed,  687  wounded,  776  miss- 
ing ;  total,  1,636— over  20  per  cent, 
of  his  force.  Prentiss  makes  our 
prisoners  1,100,  and  says  he  buried 
nearly  300  Rebels;  while  our  loss 
was  less  than  250  in  alL  There  was 
no  pursuit  by  our  still  inferior  force, 
and  no  capture  of  guns;  but  Helena 
was  thenceforth  free  from  Bebd 
molestation. 
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XV. 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  GULF— PORT  HUD- 

SON— TEXAS. 


Galveston  has  one  of  the  veiy 
few  tolerable  harbors  which  indent 
the  continental  shore  line  of  the  Mexi- 
can Gulf.  The  sand,  everywhere  im- 
pelled landward  by  the  prevailing 
winds  and  currents,  and  almost  eve- 
rywhere forming  a  bank  or  narrow 
strip  of  usually  dry  beach  closely 
skirting  the  coast,  is  here  broken 
through  by  the  very  considerable  wa- 
ters of  the  riversTrinity  and  San  Jacin- 
to, with  those  of  Buffalo  bayou,  which 
unitedly  form  Galveston  Bay;  and 
the  city  of  Galveston  is  built  on  the 
sand-spit  here  called  Galveston  Isl- 
and, just  south-west  of  the  outlet  of 
the  Bay.  It  is  the  natural  focus  of 
the  commerce  of  the  larger,  more  fer- 
tile, more  populous  half  of  Texas, 
and  by  far  the  most  considerable 
place  in  the  State;  having  had,  in 
1860,  regular  lines  of  steamers  run- 
ning to  New  York,  to  New  Orleaus, 
and  to  the  smaller  Texan  ports  down 
the  coast,  with  a  population  of  5,000, 
a  yearly  export  of  nearly  half  a  mil- 
lion bales  of  cotton,  and  a  very  con- 
siderable trade.  Plunged,  with  the 
rest  of  the  State,  into  the  whirlpool 
of  Secession,  it  had  many  Unionists 
among  its  people,  who  welcomed  the 
reappearance  of  the  old  flag  when  their 
city,  after  being  once  idly  summon- 
ed *  to  surrender,  was  at  length  occu- 
pied,* without  resistance,  by  a  naval 
force  consisting  of  four  steam  gun- 
boats under  Commander  Eenshaw — 
the  Bebel  municipal  as  well  as  mili- 
tary authorities  retiring  to  the  main 
land. 


The  possession  thus  easily  acquired 
was  as  easily  maintained  to  the  close 
of  that  year :  Gen«  Banks,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Benshaw,  sending  down  from 
New  Orleans  the  42d  Massachusetts, 
CoL  Burrill ;  whereof  three  compa- 
nies, numbering  260  men,  were  actu- 
ally debarked,*  and  encamped  on  the 
wharf,  the  residue'  being  still  on  their 
way ;  while  our  gunboats  Westfield, 
Clifton,  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco,  Cory- 
phseus,  and  Salem  (disabled),  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  harbor — Benshaw  in 
chief  command.  Some  of  these  boats 
had  been  down  the  coast  during  the 
summer,  and  exchanged  compliments 
with  the  Bebel  batteries  at  Corpus 
Christi*  and  Lavacca,*  without  in- 
flicting or  receiving  much  if  any 
harm.  Since  then,  they  had  lain 
quiet  in  the  harbor ;  their  commander 
maintaining  the  most  intimate  and 
cordial  relations  with  the  leading 
Bebels  adjacent,  who  were  in  and 
out  of  Galveston  at  their  conveni- 
ence; having  a  pretty  full  use  of 
that  port  without  the  trouble  of  de- 
fending it. 

Maj.-G^n.  Magruder  having,  about 
this  time,  succeeded  to  the  chief 
command  in  Texas,  reports  that  he 
found  matters  along  the  coast  in  a 
very  unsatisfactory  state — the  har- 
bors virtually  or  actually  fn  Federal 
possession,  from  the  Sabine  to  Corpus 
Christi,  and  the  vaUey  of  the  Rio 
Grande  almost  abandoned.  So,  after 
stopping  but  a  day  or  two  in  Hous- 
ton, he  went  down  to  Virginia  Point, 
opposite  Galveston;    thence   coolly 
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paasing  over  to  the  city  by  night, 
with  80  men,  supported  by  some 
300  more,  oooUy  inspecting  its  de- 
fenses and  military  capacities  with- 
out resistance  or  demur.  Even  the 
long  wooden  bridge  connecting  the 
city  with  the  main  land,  with  the 
railroad  track  leading  over  it  to  Vir- 
ginia Point,  were  neither  broken  up 
nor  guarded ;  so  that  Magruder  had 
the  most  liberal  facilities  a£Fbrded  him 
for  the  enterprise  he  meditated.  He 
decided  that,  though  he  could  readily 
seize  the  old  defenses,  he  could  make 
nothing  of  them,  and  that  he  must 
operate  by  steamboats;  as  he  had 
advices  fix)m  New  Orleans  that  more 
Federal  troops  were  coming.  So,  col- 
lecting guns,  troops,  and  volunteers 
from  the  adjacent  region,  and  steam- 
boats from  all  the  rivers  flowing  into 
the  Bay,  he  prepared  for  a  speedy 
attack. 

His  arrangements  appear  to  have 
been  made  with  judgment  as  well 
as  energy,  and  his  command  of  men 
was  virtually  unlimited ;  but  his  guns 
(6  siege  and  14  field-pieces)  were  in- 
adequate, and  his  vessels  (three  or 
four  ordinary  river  steamboats,  their 
decks  shielded  by  cotton-bales)  glar- 
ingly so.  It  is  diflScult  to  resist  the 
impression,  on  reading  his  report,  not 
only  that  Benshaw  was  a  traitor,  but 
that  Magruder  acted  with  full  knowl- 
edge of  that  fact ;  since  otherwise  his 
enterprise  was  sheer  madness.  That 
the  Bebels  were  preparing  to  expel  us 
from  the  city  and  harbor  was  perfect- 
ly understood  in  Galveston  through- 
out at  least  the  day*  previous  to  the 
attack.  Aside  from  the  "  intelligent 
contraband"  usually  present  and  vo- 
cal on  such  occasions,  the  hush  of  ex- 
pectation, broken  only  by  ftulive  and 


ominous  whispers,  gave  proof  that 
every  Eebel  in  Galveston  anticipated 
a  speedy  change  of  flags.  Yet  no 
preparation  was  made  for  resistance ; 
no  streets  were  patrolled ;  no  unusual 
vigilance  evinced ;  even  the  wooden 
bridge,  two  miles  long,  connecting 
the  island  city  with  the  hostile  main- 
land, was  neither  burnt,  taken  up, 
barricaded,  nor  even  observed  on  our 
part;'  so  Magruder,  unresisted  and 
unchallenged,  advanced  over  it,  about 
midnight,  with  his  forces  and  ,guns 
(the  latter  on  cars),  into  and  through 
the  city,  as  though  he  were  trav- 
ersing the  streets  of  Houston,  to 
within  two  squares  of  the  wharf 
whereon  the  Massachusetts  men  were 
quartered,  posted  his  guns  in  the 
most  advantageous  positions,  un- 
hitched their  horses  and  sent  them 
to  a  place  of  safety — the  guns  hav- 
ing been  brought  to  bear  on  our  ves- 
sels, but  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
boats  before  opening  flre.  At  4  a.  m., 
however — ^the  moon  having  set,  ob- 
scuring the  movements  on  shore,  but 
leaving  our  gunboats  distinctly  visi- 
ble to  the  Eebel  gunners  in  the  clear 
star-light — ^Magruder,  unable  to  wait 
longer  for  the  fleet,  lest  he  should  be 
overtaken  by  daybreak,  flred  the  sig- 
nal-gun himself;  while  Col.  Cook  led 
a  storming  party  of  600,  supported 
by  Griffin's  battalion  and  by  sharp- 
shooters, to  the  assault  on  our  Mas- 
sachusetts men  encamped  on  the 
wharf. 

The  assault  miscarried.  The  wharf- 
planks  having  been  taken  up  between 
our  men  and  the  land,  and  piled  up 
to  form  a  rude  barricade  in  their 
front,  it  was  necessary  that  the  assailr 
ants  should  wade  through  the  water 
of  the  bay,  carrying  scaling-ladders 
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as  well  as  muskets ;  whfle  not  onlj 
were  oar  landsmen  by  this  time  wide 
awake  and  firing  vigorously,  bnt  our 
vessels  were  dispensing  grape  and 
'canister  with  the  proverbial  generos- 
ity of  sailors,  "nie  water  proved 
deeper  than  had  be^i  calculated ;  the 
scaling-ladders  were  said  to  be  too 
short;  and,  after  a  brief  struggle,  the 
stormers  recoiled  and  took  shelter 
behind  the  nearest  buildings ;  while 
the  guns  of  our  vessels,  hardly  800 
yards  distant,  proved  too  many  for 
the  lighter  pieces  of  the  hastily  con- 
structed Eebel  batteries,  driving  off 
their  gunners  and  completely  si- 
lencing their  fira  Daybreak  was 
imminent ;  and  it  seemed  for  a  mo- 
ment that  victory  was  alighting  on 
the  banners  of  the  Union.    ^ 

But  now  two  Eebel  steamboats 
appeared,  and  speedily  put  a  differ- 
ent face  on  the  matter.  Ably  han- 
dled by  Commodore  (or  Major)  Leon 
Smith,  heavily  barricaded  witii  cot- 
ton-bales, and  amply  manned  by 
volunteers  from  Sibley's  brigade,  un- 
der Cols.  Green  and  Bagby,  they 
dashed  down  the  harbor — ^the  Bayou 
City  and  Neptune  rushing  from 
either  side  on  the  Harriet  Lane,  Capt. 
Wainwright ;  running  into  her  with 
aU  their  force,  and  sweeping  her 
decks  with  a  deadly  fire  of  small 
arms. 

They  met  no  traitors  nor  cowards 
among  her  chief  ofKcers.  The  Nep- 
tune was  disabled  by  the  Harriet 
Lane's  return  blow,  sinking  soon  af- 
terward, in  eight  feet  water ;  and  the 
Bayou  City  narrowly  escaped  a  simi- 
lar fate,  barely  evading  the  direct 
force  of  the  Lane's  crashing  assault, 
which  swept  off  her  larboaid  wheel- 
house.  Meanwhile,  Wainwright's 
heavy  ^uns  were  crashing  through 


his  adversary,  whose  only  cannon,  a 
6S-pounder,  had  burst  at  the  third  dis- 
chai^,but  whose  heavy  musketry  fire 
was  so  aDuoying  that  it  doubtless  in- 
terfered with  the  steering  of  our  ves- 
sel ;  so  that  the  Bebel  boat,  turning 
once  jnore^  drdve  her  prow  into  the 
iron  wheel  of  the  Lane,  fixing  it 
there;  when  Smith  was  enabled  to 
board  with  his  more  numerous  crew, 
and  our  overpowered  men^  after  a 
brief  resistance,  surrendered ;  but  not 
till  Wainwright  had  been  killed,  and 
Lt.-Com'g  Lee  mortally  wounded. 
Lee's  father  was  a  Bebel  Major,  en- 
gaged in  the  attack,  and  one  of  the 
first  to  recognize  his  dying  son. 

The  Owasco  had  been  coaling  be- 
low the  town,  but  had  got  imder  way 
soon  after  the  fight  commenced ;  en- 
gaging the  Bebel  batteries  until  she 
observed  the  cotton-boats  in  conflict 
with  the  Harriet  Lane;  when  she 
steamed  up  to  assist  her ;  grounding 
repeatedly  on  the  way,  owing  to  the 
darkness  and  the  narrowness  of  the 
channel.  Approaching  the  Lane, 
she  was  received  with  a  heavy  fire  oi 
musketry,  while  her  own  11-inch  gun 
could  rarely  be  brought  to  bear ;  so 
she  speedily  backed  out  of  the  en- 
counter, returning  to  her  fruitless 
contest  with  the  shore  batteries. 

The  Westfield,  Eenshaw's  flag- 
ship, had  started  to  meet  the  Bebel 
steamers  on  the  tidings  of  their  ap- 
proach ;  but  soon  got  hard  and  fast 
aground  at  high  tide,  and  began  sig- 
naling for  assistance.  The  Clifton, 
Lt.-Cc»n'g  Law,  thereupon  went  up  to 
her,  and  began  to  pull  her  off;  when, 
upon  seeing  the  flashes  of  guns  fi^m 
the  Bebel  batteries,  Benshaw  ordered 
her  back  to  the  city. 

It  was  now  aft;^  7  A.H.,  and  broad 
day.    The  Bebels  raised  a  white  flag 
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on  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  sent  a 
trace-boat  to  the  Clifton,  demanding 
the  Borr^ider^  of  our  fleet!  Law  re- 
pelled the  snggeetion,  yet  accompa- 
nied the  Bebel  officer  to  Benshaw  on 
the  Westfield,  who  rejected  the  pro- 
posal ;  ordering  our  vessels  afloat  to 
get  out  of  harm's  way  so  soon  as 
might  be,  while  he,  despairing  of 
getting  the  Westfield  off^  would  blow 
her  up,  and  escape  with  his  crew  on 
the  transports  Saxon  and  Boardman, 
lying  near  him.  He  did  blow  her 
up,  accordingly;  but  the  explosion 
must  have  been  premature,  since 
lienshaw  himself^  with  Lt.  Ziimmer- 
man,  Engineer  Green,  and  ten  or 
fifteen  of  his  crew,  perished  with 
her.*  An  eye-witness  states  that 
aU  had  left  her  but  Benshtfw  him- 
Belf  when  she  was  fired  (it  was  said 
by  a  drunkard)  and  blew  up,  kill- 
ing eight  or  ten  officers  and  men  in 
the  captain's  gig  beside  her. 

Meantime,  our  soldiers,  left  to  their 
fate,  and  wholly  without  artillery, 
had  been  summoned  by  Gen.  W.  B. 
Scurry '  to  surrender,  and  had  done 


so.  Two  coal-barques — ^the  Cavallo 
and  the  Elias  Pike — ^were  captured  " 
by  the  Rebel  steamboat  Carr — one 
of  two  or  three  that  came  down  the 
bay  some  time  after  the  Neptune  and  * 
Bayou  City.  And  Law,  considering 
the  Owasco  his  only  efficient  vessel, 
and  she  not  equal  in  a  fight  to  the 
Harriet  Lane,  precipitately  aban- 
doned the  blockade,  running  off  with 
the  sad  remains  of  our  fleet  to  New 
Orleans ;  though  houriy  expecting  a 
transport  down  from  that  city,  which 
would  almost  inevitably  run  into  the 
enemy's  clutches  if  not  warned  of 
the  changed  condition  of  affairs. 

Magruder  reports  his  entire  loss 
in  this  %ht  at  26  killed,  117  wound- 
ed, and  the  steamer  Neptune — ^her 
crew  and  guns  being  saved.  He 
says  he  captured  (beside  the  Harriet 
Lane,  with  all  her  armament,  the 
schooner  and  barques),  "350  prison- 
ers, beside  officers ;"  while  our  losses 
include  the  Westfield  also,  with  her 
splendid  battery  of  eight  heavy 
rifled  guns.  He  came  very  near  en- 
trapping   the    steamship    Cambria, 


^  There  are  all  maimer  of  oonflicting  state- 
ments oonoemiog  this  tnioe:  eadi  party  charg- 
ing  the  oih»T  with  Tiolatii^  it  by  acting  while 
it  lasted  as  if  it  had  no  existence.  One  Union 
writer  says  that  the  Rebels  only  demanded 
that  onr  Tessels  should  quit  the  harbor  with- 
in three  hours.  This  would  render  Benshaw's 
conduct  with  regard  to  his  ship  less  mysterious. 
TJie  Houston  Tdegraph  of  Jan.  5  had  an  account 
of  the  whole  affiur  by  an  eye-witnesS|  who 
makes  the  truce  a  Bebel  trick  from  its  inception. 
He  says: 

"  The  propeller  Owasoo  4ay  in  the  channel, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  Bayou 
aty  and  Harriet  Lane.  As  the  Lane  was  board- 
ed, &e  Owasco  steamed  up  to  within  200  or  300 
yards  of  them,  firing  into  both.  The  force  of 
the  collision  drove  the  Bayou  City^s  stem  so  far 
into  and  under  the  wheel  and  gunwale  of  the 
Lane  that  she  could  not  be  got  out  The  Lane 
was  also  so  careened  that  her  guns  could  not  be 
worked,  and  were  consequently  useless.  They 
both  lay,  therefore,  at  the  mercy  of  the  Owas- 


co. Herculean  efforts  were  made  to  extricate 
them. 

"  The  Owasco,  evidently  fearing  tiie  L«no*t 
guns,  withdrew  to  a  position  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant.  It  became  plainly  evident  that,  unless  the 
Bayou  City  and  Harriet  Lane  could  be  s^Hurated, 
the  enemy  could  escape  if  they  willed,  lb  gam 
iimej  therefore,  a  flag  of  truce  was  taken  to  the 
Owasco  and  Olifton,  now  lying  dose  together, 
and  a  demand  for  a  surrender.  Time  was  asked 
to  communicate  with  Ck>m.  Benshaw,  who  waa 
on  the  Westfield.  A  truce  of  three  hours  was 
agreed  upon.  During  Oie  iruce  with  the  veneia^ 
the  unconditional  surrender  of  these  [Mass.]  men 
was  demanded  and  complied  witlL" 

"  Magruder,  in  his  official  report,  unqualifiedly 
asserts  that  he  had  given  Benshaw  three  hours' 
truce,  and  that  the  latter  had  agreed  to  mrren- 
der — ^which  is  so  irreconcilable  with  established 
facts  that  I  can  only  credit  it  on  the  assumption 
that  they  had  acted  in  concert  throughout. 

'  Formerly  representative  in  Congress  from 
Texas. 

^  Magruder  says  a  sohooiMr  also. 
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wliich  arrived  oflf  the  bar  on  the  3d, 
containing  (he  says)  "  E.  J.  Davis  and 
many  other  apostate  Texans,  beside 
several  hundred  troops,  and  2,500 
saddles  for  the  use  of  native  sympa- 
thizers." Her  captain,  however,  was 
seasonably  warned  to  escape.  One 
.Galveston  Unionist,  named  Thomas 
Smith,  who  was  landed  from  her 
yawl,  he  caught,  tried,  and  shot  as  a 
deserter  from  the  Rebel  service.  And 
that  was  the  sum  of  his  "spoils" — 
Com.  Farragut,  soon  after,  sending 
vessels  to  reestablish  the  blockade, 
before  the  Harriet  Lane  could  be  got 
ready  to  run  out  and  roam  the  seas 
as  a  Rebel  corsair. 

But  at  Sabine  Pass,  a  perform- 
ance soon  after  occurred  which  was 
scarcely  less  disgraceful  to  our  arms 
than  this  at  Galveston.  The  broad 
estuary  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine 
was  blockaded  by  the  Union  gunboat 
Morning  Light,  10  guns,  and  the 
schooner  Velocity,  3  gims;  which 
were  attacked  "  by  two  Rebel  gun- 
boats— Josiah  Bell  and  Uncle  Ben — 
fitted  out  in  the  Sabine  for  the  pur- 
pose, under  command  of  Major  O.  M. 
Watkins,  who  chased  our  vessels  out 
to  sea  and  captured  them  after  a  very 
feeble  resistance.  Watkins  reports 
his  captures  at  "  13  guns,  129  prison- 
ers, and  $1,000,000  worth  of  stores." 

The  blockade  of  Galveston  having 
barely  been  reestablished  under  Com. 
Bell,  of  the  Brooklyn,  a  sail  was  de- 
scried "  in  the  south-east ;  when  the 
guuTjoat  Hatteras,  Lt.-Com'g  R.  G. 
Blake,  was  signaled  by  Bell  to  over- 
haul her.  The  stranger  aflfected  to  fly ; 
but  Blake  soon  observed  that  he  did 
not  seem  in  any  great  hurry.  Clear- 
ing his  decks  for  action,  he  stood  on ; 
and,  when  four  miles  distant,  he  saw 


that  the  chase  had  ceased  to  steam 
and  was  waiting.  Blake,  whose  guns 
were  short  as  well  as  few,  ran  down 
to  within  75  yards  and  hailed ;  when 
the  stranger  answered  his  hail  by 
proclaiming  his  craft  Her  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Vixen.  Blake  there- 
upon offered  to  send  a  boat  aboard ; 
and  was  proceeding  to  do  so— each 
of  them  maneuvering  for  a  better 
position — ^when  the  stranger  shouted, 
"We  are  the  Confederate  steamer 
Alabama,"  and  poured  in  a  broad- 
side ;  which  was  promptly  returned. 
The  Alabama  being  every  way  the 
superior  vessel,  Blake  had  no  hope, 
save  in  closing  with  and  boarding 
her ;  which  he  attempted  to  do ;  but 
the  Alabama  had  the  advantage  in 
speed  as  well  as  force,  and  easily 
baffled  him.  Both  vessels  were  firing 
every  gun  that  could  be  brought  to 
bear,  and  as  rapidly  as  possible,  at  a 
distance  of  but  30  yards — ^the  Alaba- 
ma having  received  considerable  in- 
jury— when  two*  of  her  shells  simul- 
taneously entered  the  Hatteras  at 
the  water-line,  exploding  and  setting 
her  on  fire ;  and  a  third  pierced  her 
cylinder,  filling  her  willi  scalding 
steam,  crippling  her  walking-beam, 
and  disabling  her  engine;  while 
water  poured  in  profusely  firom  the 
rift  in  her  side,  threatening  her  with 
speedy  destruction.  The  Alabama 
now  working  ahead,  beyond  the 
range  of  the  Hatteras^s  guns,  Blake 
ordered  his  magazine  to  be  flooded, 
and  fired  a  lee  gun ;  when  the  enemy 
afforded  assistance  in  saving  our 
men — the  Hatteras  going  down  ten 
minutes  afterward.  Her  crew — (118, 
including  six  wounded) — ^were  trans- 
ferred to  the  conqueror ;  she  having 
had    two    killed.      The    Alabama, 
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thougli  considerably  cut  up,  bo  as  to 
be  compelled  to  run  into  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  for  repairs,  bad  but  one 
man  wounded.  And  no  wonder; 
since  tbe  Hatteras's  heaviest  guns 
were  32s,  while  of  the  Alabama's  (9 
to  our  8),  one  was  an  150-pounder  on 
a  pivot,  another  a  68 ;  and  she  threw 
324  pounds  of  metal  at  a  broadside 
to  the  Hatteras's  94.  With  such  a 
disparity  of  force,  the  result  was  in- 
evitable.   

Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  having  as- 
sumed" command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  found  himself  at 
the  head  of  a  force  about  30,000 
strong,  which  had  been  oflScially 
designated  the  ^Nineteenth  Army 
Corps.'  With  this,  he  was  eirpected, 
in  cooperation  with  Grant's  efforts 
up  the  river,  to  reopen  the  Missis- 
sippi, expel  the  Kebels  in  arms  from 
Louisiana,  and  take  military  posses- 
sion of  the  Red  River  country,  with 
a  view  to  the  speedy  recovery  of 
Texas,  whose  provisional  Governor, 
Gen.  Andrew  J.  Hamilton,  surt-ound- 
ed  by  hundreds  more  of  Union  refii- 
gees,  was  with  him  at  New  Orleans, 
and  naturally  anxious  for  an  imme- 
diate movement  upon  their  State; 
which  they  believed  ripe  for  restora- 
tion. Their  hopes  of  such  a  demon- 
stration, however,  were  soon  blasted, 
as  we  have  seen,  by  our  needless  and 
shameful  disasters  at  Galveston  and 
Sabine  Pass.  Meantime,  Gcd  .  Banks 
had  dispatched  "  Gen.  Cuvier  Grover, 
with  10,000  men,  to  reoccupy  Baton 
Rouge,  which  had  been  relinquished 
to  the  enemy,  and  which  was  now 
recovered  without  a  struggle. 

From  New  Orleans,  a  single  rail- 
road reaches  westward  to  Brashear 
City  on  the  Atchafalaya,  where  that 


jumble  of  grand  canal,  river,  sound, 
and  lagoon,  receives  the  waters  of  the 
Bayou  Teche — each  of  them  heading 
near,  and  at  high  water  having  navi- 
gable connection  with.  Red  river. 
South  of  the  railroad  and  east  of  the 
Atchafalaya,  the  country  had  abeady 
been  in  good  part  overrun  by  our 
forces ;  but  our  possession  of  it  was 
imperfect  and  debated.  Beyond  and 
above,  aU  was  Rebel;  while  fortifi- 
cations at  Butte  k  la  Rose,  well  up 
the  Atchafalaya,  and  Fort  Bisland, 
at  Pattersonville,  on  the  Teche,  were 
intended  to  bar  ingress  by  our  gun- 
boats from  Red  river  or  by  our  land 
forces  ftx)m  New  Orleans.  Fort  Bis- 
land was  flanked  by  Grand  Lake  on 
die  right,  and  by  impassable  swamps 
on  the  left ;  a  Rebel  force,  estimated 
[too  high]  by  Gen.  Banks  at  over 
12,000  men,  held  these  strong  works 
and  the  adjacent  country;  while  to 
hold  New  Orleans  securely,  with  its 
many  protecting  forts  and  approach- 
es. Key  West,  Pensacola,  Ship  Isl- 
and, &c.,  with  all  Texas  backing  the 
zealous  and  active  Rebel  partisans  in 
Louisiana,  who  were  promptly  ap- 
prised by  their  spies  of  any  weidk 
spot  in  our  defenses — to  say  nothing 
of  the  danger  of  hostile  attacks  from 
the  side  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
— required  the  larger  part  of  his 
corps ;  so  that  Banks  found  his  dis- 
posable force  reduced  by  inevitable 
details  to  less  than  14,000  men; 
while  the  Rebel  array  in  and  around 
Port  Hudson  was  reported  by  his 
spies  at  18,000;  rendering  a  siege 
without  large  reenfbrcements  impos- 
sible. He,  therefore,  turned  his  at- 
tention first  to  the  line  of  the  Atch- 
afalaya. • 
An  attempt  to  open  the  Bayou 
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Flaqnemine,  connecting  with  the 
Atchafalaja  near  Butte  k  la  Sose, 
haying  failed — ^the  bayou  being  found 
80  choked  by  three  years'  accumula- 
tion of  Buags  and  drift  as  to  be  im- 
passable by  boats — Gen.  Weitzel's 
force  on  Berwick's  Bay  was  increased 
to  4,500  men,  with  a  view  to  an  ad- 
vance to  and  operations  in  the  Teche 
region.  Starting  "  from  Thibodeaux, 
Gen.  Weitzel  embarked 'his  infantry 
next  day  at  Brashear,  on  the  gunboats 
Calhoun,  Diana,  Kinsman,  and  Es- 
trella,  Com.  McEean  Buchanan,  who 
moved  slowly  up  the  bayou  to  Pat- 
tersonville ;  the  artillery  and  cavalry 
going  by  land.  Encountering  for- 
midable obstructions  at  a  place 
known  as  Carney's  Bridge,  a  few 
miles  above,  Com.  Buchanan,  after 
reconnoitering,  dropped  down  a  short 
distance  for  the  night;  returning 
next  morning"  to  attack;  while  the 
8th  Vermont  was  sent  around  to 
flank  the  defenses  on  the  north. 

The  obstructions  were  found  vexar 
tious  rather  than  formidable:  con- 
sisting of  a  steamboat  filled  with 
brick  and  sunk  across  the  channel, 
with  the  great  iron-clad  gunboat 
Cotton  behind  it ;  a  battery  on  either 
flank,  and  some  torpedoes  in  the 
bayou  below.  One  of  these  was  ex- 
ploded under  the  Kinsman;  lifting 
her  stem  into  the  air,  but  not  crip- 
pling her;  when  she  fell  back  to 
avoid  another  just  ahead,  whereof  a 
n^o  fugitive  from  the  Cotton  gave 
timely  warning.  Com.  Buchanan,  on 
the  Calhoun,  either  not  hearing  or 
despising  the  caution,  at  once  took 
the  advance,  standing  on  the  bow  of 
his  vessel,  spy-glass  in  hand,  in  the 
midst  of  a  ftirious  cannonade  from 
the  Cotton  and  Bebel  batteries,  and 


the  more  deadly  fire  of  sharp-shooters 
from  rifle-pits ;  when,  at  10  a.  m.,  a 
bullet  through  his  head  struck  him 
dead  on  the  instant. 

By  this  time,  the  8th  Vermont  had 
gained  the  Bebel  rear,  and  was  mar 
king  a  rapid  clearance  of  their  rifle- 
pits;  while  the  batteries  of  the  Ist 
Maine,  the  4th  and  6th  Massachusetts, 
supported  by  sharp-shooters  from  the 
76th  and  160th  New  York,  had  flanked 
the  defenses  on  the  other  ride,  and 
were  sweeping  the  decks  of  the  Cot- 
ton, whose  crew  beat  a  retreat,  as  did 
most  of  the  Eebels  on  land,  whereof 
but  40  were  taken  prisoners.  The 
Cotton  was  flred  during  the  ensuing 
night,  and  utterly  destroyed.  The 
force  here  beaten  consisted  of  the 
28th  Louisiana,  with  Simms's  and 
the  Pelican  battery,  under  Col.  Gray 
— ^in  all,  but  1,100  men,  beside  the 
crew  of  the  Cotton.  Our  loss  was 
7  killed  and  27  wounded. 
'  Gen.  Banks  being  still  intent  on 
opening  the  Atchafalaya  by  the  med- 
itated advance  through,  the  Bayou 
Plaquemine  to  the  capture  of  Butte 
k  la  Bose,  the  next  month  was  wast- 
ed on  this  enterprise;  and  the  sue 
cess  at  Carney's  Bridge  was  not  oth- 
erwise improved.  Meantime,  some 
200  Western  boys  defeated"  a  like 
number  of  the  3d  Louisiana  cavalry 
at  Old  Eiver ;  losing  12  men,  killing 
4,  wounding  7,  and  taking  26  pris- 
oners. 

Admiral  Farragut,  having  heard 
of  our  loss  of  the  Queen  of  the  West 
and  De  Soto*'  below  Vicksburg,  de- 
cided that  it  was  his  duty  to  run  the 
Kebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  in 
order  to  recover  the  conmiand  of  the 
river  above.;  so  he  called  on  G^n. 
Banks  for  cooperation.    Hereupon, 
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our  forcee  were  hastily  recalled  from 
the  Atchafalaya  and  oonc^itrated  at 
Baton  Eouge;  where  they  crossed 
and  advanced/'  about  12,000  strong, 
driying  in  the  Bebel  pickets,  to  the 
rear  of  the  Port;  Farragut  having 
intended,  under  cover  of  a  land  at- 
tack on  that  side,  to  run  the  batteries 
early  next  morning.  He  judged  best, 
however,  to  anticipate  Gen.  Banks's 
attack,  the  night  being  intensely 
dark ;  so,  in  his  stout  flag-ship  Hart- 
ford, lashed  side  t^side  with  the  Al- 
batross, he  led  the  perilous  adven- 
ture; arriving  abiMst  of  the  Bebel 
batteries  a  little'  befpre  midnight. 

If  he  had  counted  on  passing  un- 
observed, or  shrouded  in  darkness, 
he  was  much  mistaken.  Hardly  was 
he  within  range  of  the  nearest  Rebel 
guns,  when  signal-lights  were  seen 
flashing  fix)m  every  direction,  includ- 
ing the  opposite  shore ;  and,  directly, 
the  flames  of  a  vast  bonfire  in  fix>nt 
of  the  heaviest  batteries  shot  up  into 
the  sky,  lighting  the  entire  breadth 
of  the  river  90  though  it  were  mid- 
day. Bockets  were  soon  streaming 
in  the  air ;  now  a  gun  from  the  west 
bank  saluted  the  Hartford,  which 
instantly  returned  the  compliment; 
and  the  next  moment  the  earth  trem- 
bled to  the  roar  of  all  the  Bebel  bat- 
teries; whereupon  our  mortar-boats 
below  began  firing  13-inch  shell  at 
the  enemy;  and  the  frigates  Hart- 
ford, Mississippi,  Bichmond,  and  Mo- 
n<mgahela,  and  gunboats  Albatross, 
Gtenesee,  Eineo,  Essex,  and  Sach^n, 
as  they  severely  came  within  range, 
fired  broadside  after  broadside ;  the 
brass  howitzers  in  their  tops  and  the 
heavy  pivot  guns  at  the  bow  and 
stem  being  industriously  worked; 
while  the  atmosphere  was  soon  so 


thick  with  sulphurous  smoke  that 
great  care  was  needfully  exercised 
by  our  commanders  to  avoid  firing 
into  eadi  other;  our  aim  being  now 
directed  by  the  flashes  of  the  ene- 
my's guns;  which,  changing  from 
shell  to  grape  as  our  vessels  came 
within  musket  and  pistol-shot,  swept 
our  decks  by  murd^ous  discharges ; 
some  of  their  batteries  being  placed 
on  bluffi  so  high  that  they  coidd  not 
be  harmed  by  our  shots ;  while  the 
crescent  shape  of  the  defenses,  fol- 
lowing the  curve  of  the  channel,  ena- 
bled them  to  rake  each  vessel  as  it 
approached^  and  again  as  it  receded. 
The  greatest  care  was.  requisite  to 
avoid  grounding  or  colliding  in  the 
dense  darkness  which  followed  the 
burning  out  of  the  Bebel  bonfire; 
and  there  were  several  narrow  es- 
capes from  these  ever  imminent  dis- 
asters. It  warf  Hi  P.M.  when  the 
first  gun  spoke :  and  by  1  the  fight 
was  virtually  over — ^the  Hartford  and 
the  Albatross  having  passed ;  while 
most  of  their  consorts  had  failed,  and 
dropped  down  to  their  anchorage  be- 
low— ^when  a  fiwh  blaze  told  of  a 
heavy  loss.  The  Mississippi  had  run 
agroxmd  directly  abreast  of  the  heavi- 
est and  most  central  battery ;  where 
she  was  soon  discovered  and  became 
a  target  for  them  all.  Here  Capt. 
Melancthon  Smith  fought  her  nearly 
half  an  hour,  till  she  was  completely 
riddled ;  when  he  ordered  her  set  on 
fire  and  abandoned ;  and  she  was ; 
burning  aground  till  she  w^  so  light- 
ened that  she  floated ;  when  she  drift- 
ed down  the  river  a  blazing  ruin, 
exploding,  several  miles  below,  when 
the  flre  had  reached  her  magazine. 
Of  her  233  officers  and  men,  but  29 
were  missing  at  roU-call  next  day. 
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The  Bichmond  had  been  etopped 
on  her  course  by  a  shot  through  her 
steam-drum,  and  lost  8  killed  and  7 
wounded.  The  Eineo  was  disabled 
by  a  shot  through  her  rudder ;  Capt. 
McKinstry,  of  the  Monongahela,  was 
badly  wounded.  Several  of  our  ves- 
sels carried  ugly  marks  thereafter; 
but  the  loss  of  the  Mississippi,  with 
her  splendid  armament  of  21  large 
guns  and  2  howitzers,  was  our  prin- 
cipal disaster. 

Gen.  Banks  returned  forthwith  to 
Baton  Bouge ;  his  immediate  object 
being  accomplished ;  while  he  judged 
the  force  holding  the  Port  entirely 
too  strong  '*  to  be  besieged  by  his  lit- 
tle army — a  point  whereon  Gen.Hal- 
leck  deems  him  in  error.  Our  col- 
umns were  again  impelled  westward 
to  Brashear  City  and  thence  across 
Berwick's  Bay;"*  the  main  body 
moving  thence  on  Franklin,  while 
Gen.  Grover's  division  was  sent  by 
transports  up  the  Atchafalaya  and 
Grand  Lake  to  Irish  Bend,  above 
Fort  Bisland,  where  he  effected  a 
landing  with  great  diflSculty — ^the 
water  being  shallow  for  over  a  mile 
from  shore,  precluding  his  expected 
cooperation  in  Gen.  Banks's  move- 
ment. Here  he  was  soon  attacked 
with  vigor,  but  held  his  ground  and 
beat  off  the  enemy.  Still,  the  attack 
sufficed  to  keep  open  the  road  for 
Gen.  Dick  Taylor,  who,  evacuating 
Fort  Bisland,  and  burning  several 
steamboats,  retreated  on  Opelousas ; 
making  a  brief  stand  at  Yermilion 
Bayou,  and  losing  heavily,  as  he  re- 
ports, by  desertion  and  straggling — 
much  of  his  force  being  made  up  of 


unwilling  conscripts,  who  improved 
every  opportunity  to  escape  and  re- 
turn to  their  homes.  Taylor  reports 
his  men  at  but  4,000  in  all,  and  blames 
his  subordinate^  Gen.  Sibley,  for  per- 
sistent disobedience  of  orders  and 
other  unsoldierly  conduct.  During 
his  retreat,  the  famous  Queen  of 
the  West  was  assailed  by  our  gun- 
boats in  Grand  Lake,  whither  she 
had  worked  her  way  down  the  Atch- 
afalaya from  Red  river,and  destroyed; 
her  crew  being  mide  prisoners. 

Banks  was  delayed  by  Taylor's 
burning,  as  he  fted,  the  bridges  over 
the  many  bayous  and  sluggish  water- 
courses of  this  re^on;  but  he  entered 
Opelousas  in  triumph  on  the  same 
day  "  that  our  gunboats,  under  Lt.- 
Com'g  A.  P.  Cooke,  captured  Butte  k 
la  Bose,  opening  the  Atchafalaya  to 
Bed  river;  so  that  communication 
was  reestablished,"  through  the  gun- 
boat Arizona,  with  AdnSral  Farra- 
gut,  at  the  mouth' of  that  stream. 
And  now  a  new  advance  was  rapidly 
made  "  by  our  army  to.  Alexandria ; 
Taylor,  evacuating  Fort  De  Eussy, 
again  retreating  on  Shreveport  with- 
out a  fight;  while  Admiral  Porter 
came  up  the  river  with  his  fleet,  and 
Louisiana,  save  its  north-west  comer, 
was  virtually  restored,  or  subjugated, 
as  you  wiU.  Gen.  Banks  sent  Weit- 
zel,  with  a  part  of  his  army,  on  the 
track  of  the  flying  Rebels,  nearly  to 
Grand  Ecore;  when  Taylor's  force 
was  so  reduced  that  it  did  not  seem 
worth  farther  pursuit ;  and  he  was 
unable  to  retake  the  field  for  weeks. 
Banks  reports  his  captures  in  this 
campaign  at  2,000  prisoners  and  22 


**  He  says,  in  his  official  report,  citing  Brig.- 
Qen.  W.  W.  R.  BeaU,  of  the  garrison,  as  his  au- 
thority : 

"The  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Port  Hudson 
WM  then  believed  to  be  fh>m  18,000  to  20,000. 


It  is  now  known,  yrith  absolute  certainty,  that 
the  garrison,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  March, 
1863,  was  not  less  than  16,000  oflTective  troope.*' 
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guns;  while  lie  had  seized  2  and  de- 
stroyed 8  Rebel  steamers,  beside  three 
gunboats.  An  intercepted  letter 
showed  that  Taylor  had  purposed  to 
attack  Brashear  City  the  day  prior 
to  our  advance  to  and  attack  on  Fort 
Bisland. 

Gen.  Banks  had  been  notified  by 
Admiral  Farragut,  while  at  Brashear 
City,  that  Gen.  Grant — then  at  his 
wits'  end  before  Vicksburg — ^wonld 
spare  him  20,000  men  for  a  move- 
ment on  Port  Hudson — a  proffer 
which  was  soon  afterward,  and  most 
fortunately,  retracted.  Grant's  plan 
was  to  join  teams  and  help  Banks 
reduce  Port  Hudson,  when  the  latter 
should  help  him  reduce  Vicksburg : 
an  arrangement  to  which  Gen*  B. 
very  gladly  assented.  Grant's  corps 
designed  to  cooperate  against  Port 
Hudson  was  to  be  at  Bayou  Sara 
May  25th ;  but  on  the  12th  Banks 
was  advised  by  letter"  from  Grant 
that  he  had  crossed  the  Mississippi 
in  force,  and  had  entered  oq  his  cam- 
paign which  proved  so  successful. 
Of  course,  he  had  now  no  corps  to 
spare,  but  proposed  instead  that 
Banks  should  join  him  in  his  move- 
ment against  Vicksburg.  This  the 
latter  was  obliged  to  decline,  lacking 
the  reqnired  transportation,  and  not 
daring  to  leave  New  Orleans  and  all 
we  held  in  Louisiana  at  the  mercy 
of  the  strong  Rebel  garrison  of  Port 
Hudson,  of  whose  batteries  Farragut 
had  recently  had  so  sore  an  experi- 
ence ;  to  say  nothing  of  Dick  Tay- 
lor's return,  strongly  reenforced,  from 
the  side  of  Texas.  So  Banks,  send- 
ing Gen.  Wm.  Dvright  to  Grant  to 
*  explain  his  position,  wisely  decided 
to  move  with  all  his  available  force 
against  Port  Hudson,  where  he  could 


be  in  position  either  to  defend  New 
Orleans  belo'iv,  or  to  reenforce,  in  an 
emergency,  or  be  reenforced  by. 
Grant  above.  And  Grant,  on  hear- 
ing all  the  facts  as  set  forth  by  Gen. 
Dwight,  heartily  concurred  in  this 
decision ;  offering  to  send  Banks  5,000 
men  so  soon  as  he  could  spare  them. 

Gen.  Banks,  directly  after  D  wight's 
return  to  Alexandria,  put  "*  his  army 
in  motion ;  sending  all  he  had  trailb- 
portation  for  by  water ;  the  residue 
marching  by  land  to  Simmsport, 
where  they  were  with  difficulty 
ferried  across  the  Atchafalaya,  and 
moved  down  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  till  opposite  Bayou  Sara, 
where  they  crossed,"  and,  marching 
16  miles  next  day,  proceeded  forth- 
with to  invest  Port  Hudson  from  the 
north;  while  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur, 
with  3,500  men  from  Baton  Kouge, 
in  like  manner  invested  it  on  the 
south. 

Gen.  Gardner,  commanding  at 
Port  Hudson,  sent  Col.  Miles  to  resist 
their  junction  behind  his  fastness  by 
striking  Augur  on  his  march ;  but  he 
was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  160  men ; 
while  our  right  wing  above,  under 
Gens.  Weitzel,  Grover,  and  Dwight, 
drove  the  garrison,  after  a  sharp 
fight,  within  their  outer  line  of  in- 
trenchments.  The  next  day,"  they 
joined  hands  with  Augur  behind  the 
Rebel  works,  and  the  investment  of 
the  Port,  save  on  the  side  of  the  river, 
was  complete. 

Reports  being  current  that  the 
enemy  had  withdrawn — ^that  there 
was  only  a  handfiil  of  them  left  be- 
hind their  works,  &c. — ^Banks,  after 
thorough  reconnoissance  and  giving 
time  for  preparation,  gave  the  order 
for  a  sreneral  assanlt.    That  assanlt 


Dated  the  lOth. 


'Maf  14-15. 


'l!nghtofHa7  23. 
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A,B,0,I>~Bedoat>t8. 
£— floaih  fiMtion. 


rOKT  HUDSOH. 


SicplanaUoM  .* 


I  to  Q— Batteries. 


F— East  BmtfoD. 
O,  H— Large  forts. 


was  gallantly  made ; "  but  with  the 
usual  ill  BUCcesB  of  attempts  to  carry 
elaborate,  extensive,  skiUfully  plan- 
ned works,  enfilading  and  suppcnting 
each  other,  by  merely  hurling  masses 
of  men  against  them.  Intended,  of 
course,  to  be  simultaneous  in  every 
quarter,  it  fiuled  to  be  so.  Our  bat- 
teries opened  early  in  the  morning ; 
and,  after  a  vigorous  bombardment 
Gens.  Weitzel,  Grover,  and  Paine, 
cm  our  right,  assaulted  with  vigor  at 


10  A.  M.,  while  G^en.  Augur,  in  our 
center,  and  Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman,  on 
our  left,  did  not  attack  in  earnest  till 
2  p«  M.  Meantime,  the  Hartford 
cmd  Albatross  above,  and  the  Mo- 
nongaliela,  Bichmond,  Genesee,  and 
Essex  below  the  Eebel  river  batte- 
ries, under  the  dii-ection  of  Admiral 
Farragut,  rained  shot  and  shell  upon 
the  besieged,  who  had  already  been  * 
compelled  by  our  fleet  to  abandon 
their  southernmost  battery ;  spiking 


•May  27. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BANKS'S   ASSAULT    ON    POET    HUDSON. 


its  guns.  In  tliis  day's  fight,  the  fleet 
probably  did  the  greater  execntion 
on  the  Bebels,  whose  attention  was 
mainly  absorbed  by  the  land  attack : 
its  fire  dismotinting  several  of  their 
heavy  guns,  and  taking  in  reverse 
their  landward  defenses. 

Never  was  fighting  more  heroic 
than  that  of  onr  army,  assailing 
•  nearly  equal  numbers  behind  strong 
defenses,  approached  only  through 
almost  impassable  abatis,  swept  by 
Rebel  shell  and  grape.  If  valor 
could  have  triumphed  over  such  odds, 
they  would  have  carried  the  works ; 
but  only  abject  cowardice  or  pitiable 
imbecility  could  have  lost  such  a 
position  to  so  small  an  army;  and 
the  Rebels  also  fought  well.  "We 
gained  groxmd  on  both  flanks ;  hold- 
ing it  thereafter  on  the  north,  where 
two  n^ro  regiments  (1st  and  3d 
Louisiana)  vied  with  the  bravest: 
making  tiiree  desperate  charges  on 
Rebel  batteries,  losing  heavily,  but 
maintaining  their  position  in  the 
hottest  forefront. to  the  close.  The 
1st  Louisiana  (colored)  Engin^rs 
were  also  on  trial  that  day,  and  justi- 
fied the  most  sanguine  expectations 
by  their  good  conduct.  Not  that 
they  fought  better  than  our  White 
veterans:  they  did  not,  and  could 
not :  but  there  had  been  so  much  in- 
credulity avowed  as  to  negro  courage, 
so  much  wit  lavished  on  the  idea  of 
negroes  fighting  to  any  purpose,  that 


Gen.  Banks  was  justified  in  accord- 
ing especial  tsommendation  to  these ; 
saying,  "  No  troops  could  be  more 
determined  or  more  daring.'^  The 
conflict  closed  about  sunset. 

We  lost  in  this  desperate  struggle 
293  killed,  including  Cols.  Clarke, 
6th  Michigan,  D.  S.  Cowles,  128th 
New  York  (transfixed  by  a  bayonet), 
Payne,  2d  Louisiana,  and  Chapin, 
30tii  Mass.,  with  1,549  wounded,^ 
among  whom  were  Gen.  T.  W.  Sher-' 
man,  severely,  and  Gen.  Neal  Dow, 
slightly.  The  Rebel  loss  was  of  course 
much  less — ^probably  not  300  in  all.** 

There  was  a  truce  next  day  to  en- 
able us  to  bury  our  dead;  after 
which,  our  solcjiers  addressed  them- 
selves in  sober  earnest  to  the  arduous 
labor  of  digging  and  battering  their 
way  into  the  works  which  had  proved 
impervious  to  their  more  impetuous 
endeavor.  This  was  no  holiday  task, 
under  the  torrid  sun  of  a  Southern 
June,  with  Rebel  sharp-shooters  close 
at  hand,  ever  on  the  keen  watch  for 
chances  to  obey  the  Donnybrook  in- 
junction, *  Wherever  you  see  a  head, 
hit  it ;'  but  our  boys  worked  with  a 
will;  and  soon  the  pick  and  spade 
were  pushing  zig-zag  trenches  up  to 
the  Rebel  works ;  while  the  heavy 
guns  of  our  batteries,  alternating 
their  thunders  with  those  of  the 
fleet,  gave  fresh  illustrations  of  the 
truth  that '  there  is  no  peace  for  the 
wicked.'" 


"*  Gen.  Banks  reported  that  the  15th  Arkan- 
sas, out  of  a  total  of  292,  lost  during  the  siege 
132;  of  whom  76  feU  this  day. 

"  The  followhig  extracts  fh>m  the  diary  of  a 
Rebel  soldier  (John  A.  Kennedy,  Ist  Alabama), 
who  was  captured  while  endeavoring  to  make 
his  way  out  through  our  lines  with  a  letter  in 
cipher  from  GUrdnw  to  Jo.  Johnston,  giyes  the 
most  yivid  inside  view  of  the  siege: 

*'Mdy  29.— The  fight  continued  until  long  after 
id^t  yesterday  evenhig.    The  fight  has  opened 


— it  opened  at  daybreak.  The  fight  has  been 
very  warm  to-day.  I  received  a  shot  in  the 
foot,  but  it  is  slight  The  Yanks  attempted  to 
charge  the  works,  but  was  repulsed.  It  has 
douded  up  and  is  raining.  We  have  a  muddy 
time — a  very  wet  time  for  sleeping. 

"ifoy30.— The  fight  opened  at  dayKght 
Our  company  has  three  wounded  in  the  hoepitaL 
The  Yanks  have  been  sharp-shooting  all  day. 
We  have  lost  but  one  man  belonging  to  com- 
pany B.  The  Yanks  are  building  rifle-pits— 
they  fire  very  dose.  I  have  been  sharp-shoot- 
ing some  to-dsy.    The  boys  sre  Teiy  Uvdy. 
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Gen.  Banks's  position  was  far  from 
enviable.  His  small  army — now 
scarcely  nnmbering  12,000  effective 
men — was  isolated  in  a  thinly  settled, 
paitiall  V  devastated,exliaasted,and  in- 
tenselynostile  region.  It  was  largely 
composed  of  nine-months  men,  whose 
terms  of  service  had  expired  or 
wonld  soon  expire,  whose  hearts 
yearned  toward  loved  ones  far  away, 
and  who  decidedly  preferred  a  sure 
prospect  of  going   home    to    their 


chance  (if  shot)  of  going  to  heaven. 
There  were  some  2,500  Rebel  cavalry 
in  close  proximity  to  his  rear,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  garrison  of  6,000  or 
over  in  his  front ;  his  necessary  con- 
centration for  this  siege  had  lefk 
nearly  all  Louisiana  open  to  Dick 
Taylor,  who  would  inevitably  retrace 
his  steps  across  the  country  out  of 
which  he  had  so  lately  been  driven,  • 
capturing  and  conscripting  by  the 
way;  and  he  might,  very  possibly, 


^^May  31. — We  had  a  very  hot  time  last  night 
We  have  quit  living  like  men  and  are  living  like 
hogs.  The  Yanks  have  built  rifle-pits  with  port- 
holes. Our  battery  was  eilenoed  this  morning; 
5  of  company  A  was  wounded.  Our  regiment 
has  lost  26  lolled  and  40  or  50  wounded.  We 
have  been  relieved  from  our  position  by  Miles's 
Legion.  We  will  return  to  our  position,  I  g^ess, 
to-morrow.  The  Yanks  a^e  shelling  from  the 
lower  fleet.  Ten  of  us  are  going  at  a  time  to 
camps  to  get  dean  clothes. 

"  Jun«  1. — I  was  on  guard  last  night  The 
Yanks  shelled  us  last  night,  but  did  no  damage. 
Sam  Hag^n  and  Bob  Bailey  was  killed  by  a  rifle 
cannon-shot  this  morning.  The  Yanks  are  still 
sharp-shooting,  also  using  their  artillery.  They 
have  dismounted  all  our  guns.  They  are  the 
best  artillerists  I  ever  saw.  The  lower  fleet  has 
pitched  us  a  few  shots  from  Long  Tom. 

''June  2. — The  lower  fleet  shelled  us  last  night 
I  am  a  little  unwell  this  morning.  There  has 
not  been  much  fighting  to-day.  The  artillery  is 
booming  occasionally,  and  the  sharp-shooters  are 
still  popping  away.  The  Yanks  threw  a  few 
balls  at  one  of  our  batteries  near  us  to-day.  It 
is  reported  that  we  have  reenforcements  be- 
tween ClintoQ  and  Osica. 

'*  June  3. — ^Tbe  Yanks  has  been  shooting  all 
around  us  to-day.  The  Hessions  seem  to  be  ra- 
ther afraid  to  attempt  to  storm  our  works  again  * 
but  seem  rather  inclined  to  starve  us  out  I 
hope  we  will  receive  reenforcements  in  time  to 
prevent  it.     Heaven  help  us  I 

^^JuM  4. — ^I  am  very  unwell  this  morning.  The 
lower  fleet  shelled  us  last  night.  The  shells 
made  the  boys  hunt  a  place  of  safety ;  such  as 
ditches,  rat-holes,  trees,  etc.  We  are  going  to 
oar  old  position.    I  am  sick  at  camp. 

**Jtm«  6. — We  are  still  besieged  by  the  Yanks. 
Another  day  has  passed  and  no  reenforcements. 
Sim  Herring  was  wotmded  in  the  head  to-day. 
The  Yanks  are  still  sharp-shooting,  also  using 
their  artillery  with  but  little  effect  We  bear  a 
great  many  different  reports. 

"Jtme  6.— The  river  is  falling  very  fast.  It 
is  very,  very  hot  weather.  Several  shots  from 
'Whistling  Dick'  came  over  our  camp  to-day. 
Sewell  is  shdling  the  Yanks.  I  expect  to  go  to 
the  breastworks  in  the  morning.  Several  of  the 
boys  are  at  camp,  skik. 

'*  Jidie  7.— Another  day  has  dawned  and  no  re- 


enforcements. I  shall  go  to  the  breastworks 
this  morning.  The  Yanks  are  still  popping 
away  from  their  rifle-pits.  One  of  company  B 
was  killed  to-day  while  looking  over  the  breast- 
work. It  is  very,  very  hot,  and  we  have  lain  in 
the  ditch  all  day. 

"«7tine  8. — ^The  Yanks  began  to  sharp-shoot  at 
daybreak.  We  had  two  men  killed  yesterday. 
I  am  afraid  some  of  our  company  will  get  shot 
next  Another  day  has  dawned  and  no  reen- 
forcements, but  I  hope  we  will  receive  them 
soon.  The  Yanks  have  been  shelling  our 
breastworks,  but  no  dam^  done.  It  is  very 
disagreeable  sittmg  in  these  dirty  ditches — but 
this  the  Confederate  soldier  expects  and  bears 
cheerfully ;  but  another  long  hot  day  has  passed, 
and  who  knows  what  may  be  our  situation  at 
this  time  to-morrow  evening? 

"  June  9. — ^The  Yanks  attempted  a  charge  last 
evening  but  was  repulsed.  Whistling  Didc  is  at 
work  to-day;  it  has  played  a  AiU  hand,  toa 
Whistling  Dick  is  tearing  our  camps  all  to  pieces. 
Charley  Dixon  and  Berry  Hagin  was  wounded 
by  fV'agments  of  our  cook  shelter,  which  was 
shot  down.  Our  sick  has  been  removed  to  the 
ravine.  It  is  difficult  to  get  something  to  eat 
The  Yankee  artillery  is  playing  upon  us  all 
around.  The  Heshiws  burned  our  commissary 
with  a  shell  to-day. 

'*  June  10. — Another  day  and  night  has  pAssed, 
and  this  poor,  worn-out  garrison  has  received  no 
assistance.  We  have  lain  in  the  ditches  twentj 
days,  and  still  there  is  no  prospect  of  succor — 
but  I  truly  hope  we  will  soon  receive  reenforce- 
ments. The  men  is  getting  sick  very  fast  The 
Yankee  artillery  is  keeping  a  dreadful  noise.  I 
and  Mormon  have  been  detailed  for  some  extra 
duty.  The  Hessions  gave  us  a  few  rounds  as  we 
were  crossing  the  field.  I  received  dispatches 
from  the  General  in  person. 

'^Jme  ll.^The  Yanks  used  their  artillery  at 
a  tremendous  rate  last  night  I  went  to  or  at- 
tempted to  visit  Col.  Steedman^s  headquarters. 
I  had  a  gay  time  trying  to  find  them ;  falling  In 
ravines,  etc  I  was  in  a  hot  place,  shure.  We 
captured  a  Yankee  Captain  and  Lieutenant  last 
night  The  Yanks  seemed  diapoaed  to  make  a 
general  assault  last  night^' 

At  this  point,  the  journal  suddenly  stops ;  the 
author  having  been  taken  prisoner. 
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bring  from  Texas  a  force  sufficient 
to  capture  New  Orleans  itself.  Jo. 
Johnston,  with  an  orerwhelming 
force,  might  swoop  down  from  Jack- 
son at  any  moment;  Alabama  and 
Georgia  mignt  supply  a  fresh  force 
adequate  to  the  raising  of  the  siege 
and  the  rout  of  the  besi^ers ;  add  to 
which,  Lee — so  recently  victorious  at 
Chancellorsville — might  dispatch  a 
corps  of  veterans  by  rail  for  the  re- 
lief of  Gardner  and  his  important 
post.  The  Eebel  line  of  defense  was 
three  or  four  miles  long;  ours,  encir- 
cling theirs,  of  course  considerably 
longer ;  so  that  a  stealthy  concentra- 
tion of  the  garrison  on  any  point 
must  render  it  inmiensely  stronger 
there,  for  a  time,  than  all  who  could 
be  rallied  to  resist  it.  "With  Vicks- 
burg  proudly  defying  Grant's  most 
strenuous  efforts,  and  Lee  impelling 
his  triumphant  legions  across  the 
Potomac,  the  chances  were  decided- 
ly against  the  undisturbed  prosecu- 
tion of  this  siege  to  a  successful  issue. 

After  a  fortnight's  steady  digging 
and  firing,  a  fresh  attempt  was  made,'' 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  to  es- 
tablish our  lines  within  attacking  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy's  works,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  heavy  losses  incurred  in 
moving  over  the  ground  in  their 
front.  Our  men  advanced  at  3  a.  m., 
working  their  way  through  the  diffi- 
cult abatis ;  but  the  movement  was 
promptly  detected  by  the  enemy,  and 
defeated,  with  the  loss  on  our  side  of 
some  scores  as  prisoners. 

Four  days  later,  a  second  general 
assault  was  made:"  G«n.  Dwight, 
on  our  left,  attempting  to  push  up 
unobserved  through  a  ravine  and  rush 
over  the  enemy's  works  while  his  at- 
tention should  be  absorbed  by  the 


more  palpable  advance  of  Gens.  Gro- 
ver  and  Weitzel  on  our  right.  Nei- 
ther attack  ftiUy  sticceeded ;  but  our 
lines  were  permanently  advanced,  at 
some  cost,  fix)m  an  average  distance 
of  300  yards,  to  one  of  60  to  200 
yards  from  the  enemy's  works ;  and 
here  our  men  intrenched  themselves 
and  commenced  the  erection  of  new 
batteries.  On  our  left,  an  eminence 
was  carried  and  held  which  com- 
manded a  vital  point  of  the  defenses, 
known  as  Hhe  Citadel';  and  which 
enabled  Dwight,  some  days  later,  to 
seize  and  hold  a  point  on  the  same 
ridge  with  ^  the  Citadel,'  and  only  ten 
yards  from  the  enemy's  lines.  Banks 
professes  to  think  the  day's  gains 
worth  their  price;  but,  as  he  had 
few  men  to  spare,  he  did  not  choose 
to  pay  at  that  rate  for  any  more 
ground,  restricting  his  efforts  thence- 
forth to  digging  and  battering;  Far-* 
ragut  still  cooperating  to  make  the 
slumbers  of  the  besi^ed  as  uneasy  as 
might  be. 

That  garrison  was  not  beaten :  it 
was  worn  out  and  starved  otit.  A 
shell  fired  its  mill,  burning  it,  with 
over  2,000  bushels  of  com.  Its  guns 
were  successively  disabled  by  the  re- 
markable accuracy  of  our  fire,  till  but 
15  remained  effective  on  the  land- 
ward defenses.  Its  ammunition  for 
small  arms  was  gradually  expended, 
until  but  twenty  rounds  per  man  re- 
mained ;  and  but  little  more  for  the 
artillery.  Its  meat  at  length  gave 
out ;  when  its  mules  were  killed  and 
their  flesh  served  out ;  the  men  eat- 
ing it  without  grumbling.  Bats 
stood  a  poor  chance  in  their  peopled 
trenches:  being  caught,  cooked, 
eaten,  and  pronoimced  equal  as  food 
to  squirrels.    And  thus  the  tedious 


"  June  10. 


» June  14. 
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baurs  rolled  on,  until  the.  last  hope 
of  seasonable  relief  had  all  but  faded 
into  the  deadly  stupor  of  blank  de- 
spair. 

And  still  the  besiegers  worked  on ; 
losing  some  men  daily  by  cannon- 
balls  and  the  more  deadly  Mini6 
bullet  of  the  sharp-shooter,  but  gain- 
ing ground  foot  by  foot,  until  our 
saps  on  the  right  had  been  pushed 
up  to  the  very  line  of  the  defenses ; 
while  on  our  left  a  mine  had  been 
prepared  for  a  charge  of  thirty  bar- 
rels of  powder,  where  its  explosion 
must  have  caused  the  destruction  of 
'  the  Citadel.' 

Even  had  the  garrison  been  full 
fed  and  in  healthy  vigor,  they 
could  not  have  held  the  place  a 
week  longer,  unless  by  successful  sal- 
lies that  virtually  raised  the  siege; 
whereas,  they  were  utterly  exhausted, 
debilitated,  and  worn  out  by  famine, 
overwork,  and  lack  of  sleep;  until* 
the  hospitals  were  crowded  with 
them,  and  not  half  their  number 
could  have  stood  up  to  fight  through 
a  day's*  earnest  battle. 

Suddenly,  our  batteries  and  gun- 
boats shook "  the  heavens  with  one 
tremendous  salute,  while  cheer  upon 
cheer  rose  fix>m  behind  our  works, 
rolling  from  the  gunboats  above  to 
those  below  the  defenses,  and  back 
again,  in  billows  of  unmistakable 
exultation.  It  was  not  ^  the  glorious 
Fourth,'  but  two  days  after  it ;  and 
the  sinking  hearts  of  the  besieged 
anticipated  the  tidings  before  our 
men  shouted  across  to  them,  "  Vioks- 

BUBO  HAS   SOBBENDEBED  I"       1^0   OUe 

needed  to  be  told  that,  if  that  was 
the  truth,  further  resistance  was 
folly  —  that  r^nforcements  would 
soon   be   steaming  down  the  river 


which  would  render  holding  out  im- 
possible. 

That  evening,  Gardner  summoned 
a  council  of  his  six  highest  subordi- 
nates, who  imanimousl^  decided  that 
the  place  must  be  surrendered. 
Thereupon,  he  opened  communica- 
tion with  Banks,  asking  if  the  new0 
shouted  across  the  lines  was  authen- 
tic. Banks,  in  reply,  inclosed  him 
Gen.  Grant's  letter,  announcing  the 
surrender;  whereupon,  Gardner  ap- 
plied for  a  cessation  of  hostilities, 
with  a  view  to  negotiations  as  to 
terms.  This  was  declined.  The 
Kebel  commander  then  averred  his 
willingness  to  surrender  on  condi- 
tions; when  conferees  were  appointed 
on  either  side,  and  terms  of  capitula- 
tion finally  agreed"  upon,  whereby 
the  garrison  became  prisoners  of 
war ;  our  forces  entering  and  taking 
formal  possession  next  morning; 
when  thousands  of  the  victors  and 
the  vanquished  met  and  fraternized 
rather  as  friends  who  had  been  tem- 
porarily estranged,  than  as  enemiee 
BO  lately  confronted  in  mortal  strife. 

Gen.  Banks  does  not  report  hig 
aggregate  loss  in  this  siege;  but  it 
can  hardly  have  fallen  short,  in  the 
entire  45  days,  of  8,000  men ;  in- 
cluding, beside  those  already  named, 
Cols.  Bean,  4th  Wise.,  Holcomb,  Ist 
La.,  Smith,  160th  N.  T.  (Zouaves), 
Lt.-Cols.  Lowell,  8th  N.  H.,  Rodman, 
381^  Mass.,  and  other  valued  offi- 
cers. Brig.-Gten.  Paine  was  wounded 
in  the  assault  of  Jun^  14th.'  Banks 
says  the  Eebels  admitted  a  loss  dur- 
ing the  siegt  of  610  only ;  but  he  is 
confid^it  that  it  could  not  have  beta 
less  than  800  to  1,000;  as  he  found 
500  wounded  in  the  hospitals — ^most 
of  them  severely  in  the  head,  by  the 
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bnllets  of  our  sharp-Bhooters.  His 
prisoners  captured  in  the  Port  (the 
jrick  and  wounded  inclusive)  were 
6,408,  of  whom  455  were  officers; 
while  his  own  forije  that  day  was 
less  than  10,000  men.  His  captures, 
during  the  campaign  so  glorionsly 
terminated,  he  states  at  10,584  men, 
73  guns,  6,000  small  arms,  beside  3 
gunboats,  8  other  steamboats,  and 
cotton,  cattle,  &c.,  &c.,  to  an  im- 
mense value. 


Gen.  Banks's  sudden  withdrawal 
from  Alexandria  and  the  Eed  river, 
and  the  employment  of  nearly  all  his 
disposable  force  in  the  si^e  of  Port 
Hudson,  necessarily  proffered  oppor- 
tunities which  Dick  Taylor  was  on 
the  alert  to  improve.  Collecting  in 
Upper  Louisiana  a  force  of  some 
thousands,  including  several  regi- 
ments, mainly  of  cavalry,  from  Tex- 
as, he,  early  in  June,  reoccnpied 
Alexandria  and  Opelousas;  moving 
thence  rapidly  down  the  Atchafalaya, 
as  if  making  directly  for  New  Or- 
leans. His  approach  appeared  to 
have  been  made  known  to  our  offi- 
cers at  the  front  only  by  vague  rumors, 
often  circulated  on  purpose  to  mis- 
lead; but  our  advanced  posts  were 
drawn  back  across  the  Atchafalaya  to 
Brashear;  Berwick,  just  across  the 
bayou,  having  been  needlessly,  there- 
fore culpably,  bombarded  and  ulti- 
mately burned  "  by  a  Mr.  Ryder,  in 
command  of  our  only  gunboat  in  the 
bayou.  There  was  abundance  of  fuss 
and  aimless  activity,  but  no  real 
preparation  at  Brashear,  whither  Lt.- 
Col.  Stickney  had  be^n  recently  sent 
over  by  Gen.  Emory,  at  New  Orleans, 
to  take  command :  there  were  no  in- 
trenchments,  though   thousands   of 


willing  contrabands  were  there  to 
dig  them ;  no  mustering  and  drilling 
of  the  himdreds  of  idle  convalescents, 
in  the  hospital  camps,  awaiting  or- 
ders to  rejoin  their  regiments ;  and 
when  at  length  word  came  that  the 
Eebels  had  struck  our  line  of  com- 
munication and  supply  at  Lafourche, 
well  toward  New  Orleans,  Stickney 
hurried  down,  with  most  of  his  effec- 
tives, to  its  defense.  The  enemy 
easily  swept  over  Thibodeaux,  Terre 
Bonne,  and  Bayou  Boeuf,  capturing 
our  few  men  stationed  at  each  post ; 
while  a  cooperating  force, -imder 
Gens.  Mouton  and  Green,  suddenly 
appeared"  amid  the  ruins  of  Ber- 
wick, threatening  Brashear,  which 
was  held  by  a  sick  Colonel  and  a 
motley  garrison,  without  organization 
or  discipline ;  who  had  hardly  begun 
to  fight  when  a  charge  was  made  on 
their  rear  by  Major  Hunter,  with 
326  Texans,  who  had  crossed  the 
bayou  in  row-boats  during  the  pre- 
ceding night,  and,  working  their  way 
through  swamps  which  were  on  our 
side  supposed  impassable,  were  ready 
to  rush  in  at  the  opportune  moment, 
while  Col.  Majors,  from  the  direction 
of  Lafourche,  barred  all  egress  to  or 
reenforcement  from  our  rear.  Fort 
Buchanan,  mounting  ten  heavy  guns, 
was  formidable  in  front  or  toward  the 
bayou  only :  it  could  not  fire  a  shot 
eastward ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  it 
was  stormed  and  carried  by  the  rag- 
ged Texans,  who  had  easily  disposed 
of  the  infantry  mob  behind  it.  Ry- 
der, with  his  gunboat,  made  all  haste 
to  run  away ;  affording  a  ft-esh  proof 
that  Vandals  are  almost  always  cow- 
ards. It  was  still  early  morning 
when  Taylor,  Mouton,  and  Green,  as 
well  as  Hunter,  were  in  Brashear, 
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wliicli  we  had  shamefully  lost,  with 
nearly  1,000  prisoners,  a  strong  fort, 
.10  heavy  guns,  many  small  arms,  land 
tents,  equipments,  supplies,  valued 
by  the  enemy  at  $6,000,000,  and  pos- 
sibly worth  to  us  $2,000,000.  Thou- 
sands of  negroes,  liberated  by  Banks's 
triumphant  advance  to  Alexandria, 
were  reduced  by  this  and  our  kindred 
reverses  to  a  harsher  slavery  than 
that  from  which  they  had  so  recently 
been  delivered. 

The  road  to  New  Orleans" — at 
least,  to  Algiers,  its  western  suburb- 
was  now  open;  for  Lafourche  had 
been  evacuated  by  Stickney  after  a 
gallant  defense  by  the  47lii  Massa- 
chusetts, in  which  they  had  repulsed 
two  assaults;  but  Taylor  was  too 
weak  to  make  the  great  venture.  If 
he  had,  as  is  asserted,  but  4,000  men 
at  Brashear  and  between  it  and  La- 
fourche, he  could  not  have  assailed 
New  Orleans  with  more  than  double 
that  number  at  most ;  and,  so  long 
as  Farragut  held  the  mastery  of  the 
river,  this  was  not  enough  even  to 
compel  Banks  to  raise  the  siege  of 
Port  Hudson." 

Moving  north  instead  of  east, 
Taylor's  van,  tmder  Green,  menaced 
Donaldsonville,  while  a  small  force 
of  Texans,  raiding  into  Plaquemine, 
burned  two  steamboats  lying  there, 
and  took  68  convalescents  prisoners ; 
but  were  soon  shelled  out  by  the 
gunboat  Winona. 

Green  next  attempted"  to  carry 


Donaldsonville  by  assault ;  but  Far- 
ragut had  been  seasonably  apprised 
of  his  intention,  and  had  sent  thither 
the  Princess  Royal,  Eineo,  and  Wi- 
nona; which,  cooperating  with  the 
little  garrison  (225)  of  the  28th  Maine, 
Maj.  Bullen,  tore  the  assaulting  col- 
umn with  their  shells,  and  soon  put 
the  Rebels  to  flight,  with  a  loss  of  200 
killed  and  wounded,  and  124  prison- 
ers. Among  their  killed  was  Col. 
Phillips. 

Pollard  reports  another  %ht,"  six 
miles  from  Donaldsonville,  between 
1,200  Texans,  under  Green,  and  "  the 
enemy,  over  4,000  strong;"  wherein 
we  were  beaten,  with  a  loss  of  500 
killed  and  woimded,  300  prisoners,  8 
guns,  many  small  arms,  and  the  flag 
of  a  New  York  regiment.  Banks's 
report  is  silent  with  r^ard  to  this 
flght;  yet  it  seems  that  a  collision 
actually  took  place ;  the  forces  on  our 
side  being  commanded  by  Gen.  Dud- 
ley, and  our  loss  considerable — 450 
killed  and  wounded,  with  two  guns, 
says  a  newspaper  report.  The  a£fair 
can  not  have  been  creditable  to  the 
Union  side,  or  it  would  not  have  been 
so  completely  hushed  up. 

Gen.  Banks's  force  in  the  field 
having  been  rendered  disposable  by 
the  fall  of  Port  Hudson,  Taylor  and 
his  subordinates  made  haste  to  aban- 
don the  country  east  of  the  Atchafa- 
laya;  evacuating"  Brashear  City  just 
one  month  after  its  capture ;  but  not 
till  they  had  carefully  stripped  it  of 


••  Tne,  Louisiana  Deirwcrai  (Alexandria,  July 
1)  has  a  magnifying  Rebel  letter  from  one  en- 
gaged in  the  capture  of  Brashear,  who  claims 
for  that  post  an  importanoe  hardly  second  to 
Vicksburg,  numbers  1,800  prisoners  and  6,000 
negroes  among  the  spoils,  and  adds : 

*'  This  brilliant  campaign  of  Gten.  Taylor  has 
another  great  object  in  view,  and  one  of  vast 
importance,  namely:  A  diversion  to  force  the 
enemy  to  raise  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson.    He 


now  has  his  choice,  to  lose  New  Orleans  or  to 
abandon  his  operations  against  Port  Hndsofi, 
and  retire  with  his  beaten  and  demoralized  army 
into  that  city." 

"•  Banks  says  that  barely  400  of  our  men  at 
one  time  held  New  Orleans ;  but  the  river  and 
the  fleet,  with  his  army  not  far  away,  were  ita 
main  defenses. 
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every  thing  of  value  that  was  either 
movable  or  combustible. 

Gen.  Banks  now  united  with  Gen. 
Grant  in  urging  an  immediate  com- 
bined movement  upon  Mobile;  but 
the  suggestion  was  overruled  at 
Washington,  in  deference  to  the  ur- 
gent representations  of  Texan  refu- 
gees ;  and  Gen.  B.  directed"  to  op- 
erate against  Texas.  He  was  advised 
that  a  movement  by  the*  Red  river 
on  Natchitoches  or  Shreveport  was 
deemed  most  feasible,  but  was  au- 
thorized to  act  as  his  own  judgment 
should  dictate.  Deeming  the  route 
suggested  impracticable  at  that  sea- 
son, he  decided  to  demonstrate  by 
way  of  the  Sabine,  with  Houston  as 
his  objective  point.  Accordingly,  an 
expedition,  including  a  land  force  of 
4,000  men,  was  fitted  out  at  New 
Orleans,  and  dispatched"  to  the  Sa- 
bine, under  command  of  Maj.-Gen. 
Franklin;  the  naval  force,  detailed 
by  Admiral  Farragut,  consisting  of 
the  gunboats  Clifton,  Sachem,  Ari- 
zona, and  Granite  City,  under  com- 
mand of  Lt.  Fred.  Crocker.  Banks 
gave  Franklin  written  instructions 
to  debark  his  troops  10  or  12  miles 
below  Sabine  Pass;  thence  moving 
rapidly  on  the  Rebel  defenses,  unless 
a  naval  reconnoissance  should  prove 
those  works  unoccupied,  or  so  weak 
that  they  could  be  easily  and  prompt- 
ly reduced  by  bombardment. 

Decently  managed,  this  movement 
could  not  have  miscarried.  The 
troops  were  abundant  and  efficient ; 
the  weather  fine;  the  sea  smooth; 
and  the  enemy  unwarned  of  the 
point  of  attack.  But  Franklin  and 
Crocker  decided  to  take  the  works  at 
once  by  a  naval  attack ;  and,  with- 
out landing  the  troops,  moved"  di- 


rectly upon  them  with  the  gunboats, 
aft;er  having  been  24  hours  in  sight, 
so  Jte  to  give  the  Rebels  ample  warn-, 
ing  of  their  peril. 

The  result  proved  this  a  foolhar- 
dy procedure.  The  gunboats  were 
old  merchant  steamers,  of  inferior 
strength ;  their  guns  were  of  mode- 
rate caliber,  and  made  no  impression 
on  the  Rebel  works ;  while  several  ot 
them  soon  grounded  in  the  shallow 
water  of  the  Pass,  where  they  were 
exposed  to  certain  destruction  by  the 
fire  of  the  batteries,  and  were  soon 
torn  to  pieces ;  when  Crocker  surren- 
dered the  Clifton,  as  Lt.  Johnson  did 
the  Sachem ;  each  having  been  quick- 
ly disabled  by  a  shot  through  her 
boiler — Franklin  thus  achieving  the 
distinction  of  being  the  first  Ameri- 
can General  [for  Renshaw  was  not 
a  General]  who  managed  to  lose  a 
fleet  in  a  contest  with  land  batteries 
alone.  The  Arizona  grounded,  and 
had  her  engine  disabled;  but  was 
kedged  off  with  difficulty  at  mid- 
night, having  received  no  damage. 
She  was,  in  fact,  of  too  heavy  draft 
to  run  fairly  abreast  of  the  batteries 
— at  least,  to  maneuver  there  with 
safety.  Crocker  and  Johnson  fought 
their  vessels  bravely  and  well;  but 
they  were  light-draft  boats,  utterly 
unfit  to  assail  such  batteries,  and 
should  not  have  been  impelled  to 
their  certain  destruction.  Our  loss 
in  this  affair,  beside  the  two  boats 
and  their  15  heavy  rifled  guns, 
was  50  killed  and  wounded,  beside 
200  prisoners — in  all,  just  about  equal 
to  the  whole  number  of  Rebels  en- 
gaged ;  of  whom  (says  Pollard)  "  not 
a  man  was  lost  on  our  side,  nor  a 
gun  injured." 

Franklin  had  still  his  4,000  sol- 


'  Aug.  12;  by  dispatch  received  Aug.  27. 
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dierSj  with  his  transports  and  two  re- 
maining gunboats ;  while  there  were 
not  Bebel  soldiers  enough  within  a 
day's  ride  to  h^ye  brought  to  a  halt 
one  of  his  regimepts,  properly  led. 
Dick  Taylor's  force,  such  as  it  was, 
was  far  away;  Houston,  flanking 
Galveston,  was  but  40  miles  distant ; 
Gen.  Washbume  was  at  Brashear, 
with  a  force  equal  to  Franklin's, 
ready  to  cooperate  in  the  purposed 
advance,  in  case  the  latter  had  taken 
these  poor  earthworks,  defended  by  a 
captain  "  and  250  men,  and  sent  back 
his  transports  for  reenforcements. 
Instead  of  taking  them,  however,  or 
even  trying,  Franklin — ^finding  no 
place  to  land  where  he  might  not  get 
his  feet  wet — slunk  meekly  back  to 
New  Orleans;"  leaving  the  Texans 
to  exult,  very  fairly,  over  a  fruitful 
victory  gained  against  odds  of  at  least 
twenty  to  one. 

Gen.  Banks  now  concentrated  his 
disposable  forces  on  the  Atchafalaya, 
with  intent  to  advance  directly  upon 
Shreveport;  but  found  this  utterly 
impracticable.  The  country  west 
and  north-west  of  Brashear  had  been 
so  exhausted  by  the  armies  that  had 
successively  occupied  it  that  no  food 
and  little  forage  was  to  be  gleaned 
from  it ;  an  intense  drouth  now  pre- 
vailed all  over  that  flat  region ;  where, 
though  bayous  abound,  living  springs 
and  brooks  of  drinkable  water  are 
scarce ;  the  roads  were  few  and  very 
bad,  often  winding  for  miles  through 
dense  forests ;  and  it  was  not  possi- 
ble to  transport  by  wagons  all  the 
food  and  forage  needed  by  an  army 
strong  enough  to  overcome  all  proba- 
ble resistance.  No  course  seemed 
open  for  a  fulfillment  of  the  desires 
and  expectations  of  the  Government 


concerning  Texas  but  that  of  a  ma- 
rine expedition;  which  was  accord- 
ingly resolved  on. 

Meantime,  a  considerable  force  had 
been  sent,  under  Gen.  F.  J.  Herron, 
to  Morganzia,  opposite  but  above 
Port  Hudson,  where  the  Eebels  had 
a  vicious  habit  of  taking  advantage 
of  the  narrowness  and  crookedness 
of  the  Mississippi  to  *  bushwhack  ' 
our  passing  vessels.  No  resistance 
being  here  encountered,  an  outpost 
had  been  established  several  miles 
inland,  consisting  of  the  19th  Iowa 
and  26th  Indiana,  with  two  guns, 
under  Lt.-Col.  Leake,  with  160  cav- 
alry, under  Major  Montgomery — in 
all,  some  600  to  800  strong.  Though 
it  was  known  that  Green,  with  a  far 
stronger  Rebel  force,  was  in  their 
front  across  the  Atchafalaya,  no  pro- 
per vigilance  was  exercised;  and, 
three  weeks  after  this  outpost  had 
been  established,  it  was  surprised**  by 
Green,  who,  with  a  far  superior  force, 
crossed  the  bayou  during  a  dark 
night,  surrounded  our  camp,  and 
captured  our  guns  and  most  of  our 
infantry — ^not  less  than  400,  inclu- 
ding Leake  and  Lt.-Col.  Eose.  The 
cavalry  escaped  with  a  loss  of  five 
men.  "We  had  14  killed  and  40 
wounded.  Gen.  N.  J.  T.  Dana  had 
just  succeeded  Herron  in  command 
at  Morganzia. 

In  order  to  mask  his  intended 
movement  on  Texas  by  sea.  Gen. 
Banks  now  pushed  out  a  considera- 
ble force,  under  Gen.  C.  C.  "Wash- 
bume, to  Opelousas,  which  was  reach- 
ed without  a  conflict ;  but,  when 
Washbume  commenced  **  his  retreat 
to  the  Teche,  pursuant  to  orders,  the 
Rebels,  imder  Taylor  and  Green, 
followed  sharply  on  his  track,  and. 


*•  F.  A.  Odium. 
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Btealing  np,**  under  cover  of  woods, 
to  our  right,  under  Gen.  Burbridge, 
struck  suddenly  and  heavily,  about 
noon,  while  the  23d  Wisconsin  was 
engaged  in  voting  for  State  officers — 
that  being  election  day  in  their 
State.  That  regiment  was  speedily 
reduced  from  226  to  98  men — many 
of  the  rest,  of  course,  prisoners,  in- 
cluding its  Colonel,  Quppy,  who  was 
wounded ;  while  the  brigade  of  which 
it  formed  a  part  went  into  the  fight 
numbering  1,010,  and  came  out  861. 
The  loss  was  mainly  in  the  67th  In- 
diana, which  ingloriously  surrender- 
ed without  having  lost  a  man.  Our 
right,  thus  suddenly  assailed  in  great 
force,  and  with  intense  fury,  was 
broken,  and  was  saved  from  utter 
destruction  by  the  devoted  bravery 
of  the  23d  "Wisconsin  and  the  efficient 
service  of  Nim's  battery.  We  lost 
one  gun,  which  was  not  recovered ; 
the  Rebels,  upon  the  bringing  up 
of  the  3d  division,  Gen.  McGinnis, 
retreating  rapidly  to  the  shelter  of 
the  adjacent  woods.  Washbume  re- 
ports a  loss  of  26  killed,  124  wound- 
ed, and  566  missing  (prisoners); 
total:  716.  The  Rebels  lost  60  killed, 
65  prisoners,  and  300  wounded. 


Gen.  Banks's  new  expedition,  6,000 
strong,  led  by  Banks  himself,  but 
more  immediately  commanded  by 
G^n.  Dana,  made  "  directly  for  the 
Rio  Grande,  debarking"  at  Brazos 
Santiago,  driving  off  the  small  caval- 
ry force  there  stationed,  and  follow- 
ing it  to  Brownsville,  30  miles  above, 
which  was  entered  by  our  advance  on 
the  16th ;  as  was  Point  Isabel  two  days 
later.  TTie  Rebel  works  commanding 
Aransas  Pass  were  next  taken  by  as- 
sault, which  gave  us  their  guns  and 


100  prisoners.  Moving  thence  on 
Pass  CavaUo,  commanding  the  west- 
em  entrance  to  Matagorda  Bay,  our 
army  invested  Fort  Esperanza,  which 
was  thereupon  abandoned ;  most  of 
its  garrison  escaping  to  the  main  land. 

Banks  had  expected  to  follow  up 
tliis  success — which  gave  us  control 
of  the  coast  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  Brazos — ^by  a  movement  on  In- 
dianola  or  on  Matagorda :  but  this 
involved  a  collision  with  whatever 
Rebel  force  could  be  collected  in 
Texas;  and  he  deemed  himself  too 
weak  to  challenge  such  an  encounter. 
With  a  moderate  reenforcement,  he 
might  have  seized  Galveston  Island — 
sealing  up  the  coast  of  Texas  against 
blockade-runners :  as  it  was,  he  felt 
obliged  to  desist  and  return  to  New 
Orleans. 

Gen.  Dana,  after  Banks  had  left 
him  in  command  at  Brownsville,  sent 
an  expedition  up  the  river  120  miles 
to  Roma,  which  encountered  much 
privation,  but  no  enemy;  then  an- 
other 70  miles  eastward,  toward  Cor- 
pus Christi,  which  foimd  no  Rebel 
force  in  this  direction.  The  Rebels 
had  shifted  their  Mexican  trade  to 
Eagle  Pass,  850  miles  up,  whither 
Dana  was  unable  to  follow  them. 
Being  aftierward  ordered  to  Pass  Ca- 
vallo,  he  found  "  two  of  our  brigades 
in  quiet  possession  of  Indianola,  on 
the  main  land,  with  an  equal  force 
on  the  Matagorda  peninsula  opposite, 
and  all  Texas  west  of  the  Colorado 
virtually  abandoned  to  our  arms. 
He  believed  we  had  force  enough 
then  on  that  coast  to  have  moved 
boldly  inland  and  contested  the  mas- 
tery of  the  State ;  but  he  was  over- 
ruled, and  soon  relieved  from  com- 
mand. 


••Not.  3. 


•»  Oct  26. 


•  Not.  2. 


•Jan.  12,  1864. 
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XVI. 

THE  AEMY  OF  THE  POTOMAC  UNDER  BTJRNSIDE 

AND  HOOKER. 


Gen.  Bubnsidb  reluctantly,  and 
with  unfeigned  self-distrust,  succeed- 
ed* to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  The  devotion  to  Mc- 
Olellan  of  its  principal  officers,  and 
of  many  of  their  subordinates,  was 
BO  ardent  that  any  other  commander 
must  have  had  a  poor  chance  of 
hearty,  unquestioning  support;  and 
Bumside  would  gladly  have  shrunk 
from  the  ordeal.  Having  no  alterna- 
tive, however,  but  disobedience  of 
orders,  he  accepted  the  trust,  and  im- 
mediately commenced  preparations 
for  a  movement  of  his  forces  down 
the  Rappahannock  to  Feedebicks- 
BUBG,  which  he  had  selected  as  on 
the  proper  as  well  as  the  direct  line  of 
operations  from  Washington  against 
Richmond :  masking  his  purpose,  for 
a  few  days,  by  menacing  an  advance 
on  Gordonsville.  Lee  soon*  penetra- 
ted his  real  design,  and  commenced 
a  parallel  movement  down  the  south 
bank  of  the  river;  while  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart,  raiding*  across  at  "Warrenton 
Springs,  entered  Warrenton  just  after 
our  rear-guard  had  left  it,  obtaining 
ample  confirmation  of  his  chiefs 
conclusions ;  whereupon,  the  residue  of 
Longstreet's  corps  was  moved  rapidly 
eastward.  Meantime,  Gen.  Sumner's 
advance  had  reached*  Falmouth,  and 
attempted  to  cross  to  Fredericksburg, 
but  been  easily  repulsed ;  the  bridges 
being  burned  and  our  pontoons^-ow- 
ing  to  a  misunderstanding  between 
Gens.  Halleck  and  Bumside,  each  of 
whom  conceived  that  the  other  was 


to  impel  their  dispatch  from  Wash- 
ington— did  not  start  so  early  as 
they  should  have  done,  and  then  ex- 
perienced detention  from  bad  roads 
and  grounded  vessels  on  the  way :  so 
that  they  did  not  reach  Falmouth  till 
after  most  of  Lee's  army  had  been 
concentrated  on  the  heights  across  the 
river,  ready  to  dispute  its  passage. 

Fredericksburg  was  summoned  *  by 
Gen.  Sunmer :  the  authorities  reply- 
ing that,  while  it  would  not  be  used  to 
assail  us,  its  occupation  by  our  troops 
would  be  resisted  to  the  utmost. 
Most  of  the  inhabitants  thereupon 
abandoned  the  place,  which  was 
occupied  by  Barksdale's  Mississippi 
brigade,  sharp-shooting  from  behind 
houses ;  while  Lee's  engineers  pressed 
the  fortification  of  the  heights  behind 
it,  and  W/tde  Hampton  dashed*  across 
the  river  above,  raiding  up  to  Dum- 
fries and  the  Occoquan,  capturing 
200  cavalry  and  a  number  of  wag- 
ons; and  a  like  dash  across  was 
made  below  Port  Royal,  in  boats, 
by  part  of  iBeale's  regiment ;  taking 
some  prisoners.  "  Our  gunboats  hav- 
ing steamed  up  the  river  so  far  as 
Port  Royal,  D.  H.  Hill  assailed' 
them  with  cannon,  and  compelled 
them  to  retire;  when  he  proceeded 
to  fortify  the  right  bank,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  return. 

The  Rappahannock,  above  Port 
Royal,  being  generally  narrow,  with 
high  bluffs  often  approaching  it,  now 
on  one  side,  then  on  the  other,  Lee 
decided  that  he  could  not  prevent  its 


*  Not.  8, 1862.       •  Nov.  16.       » Nov.  18.        « Nov.  17,       •  Nov.  21.       •  Nov.  28.      '  Dea  6. 
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passage  at  points  where  the  river  was 
fiilly  commanded  from  its  blnflfe  on 
the  north,  while  a  considerable  inter- 
vale adjoined  it  on  the  south;  but 
the  tenacity  with  which  Fredericks- 
burg was  held  by  sharp-shooters  com- 
pelled Bumside  to  dislodge  them  by 
bombardment  from  the  Falmouth 
blu£b,  whereby  considerable  damage 


was  done  to  the  buildings,  though 
less  than  might  naturally  have  been 
expected.  What  with  firing  on  it 
from  either  side,  however,  and  the 
often  wanton  devastations  of  our  sol- 
diers, it  was  ultimately  reduced  to  a 
state  of  general  dilapidation. 

Our  army  being  at  length  in  posi- 
tion along  the  north  bank,  Bumside 
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commenced*  throwing  over  pontoons 
to  Fredericksburg;  also  at  a  point 
nearly  two  miles  below.  The  Engi- 
neer corps  had  laid  the  upper  pon- 
toon two-thirds  of  the  way,  when  day- 
light exposed  them  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  sharp-shooters,  which  drove 
them  off;  and  the  work  was  comple- 
ted by  the  7th  Michigan,  who  had  5 
killed  and  16  wounded,  including 
Lt.-Col.  Baxter.  Supported  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  19th  and  20th  Massa- 
chusetts, they  speedily  finished  the 
job,  having  dashed  across  the  river 
in  boats  ;*  taking  35  prisoners.  "We 
lost  300  in  all  in  laying  our  pontoons 
and  clearing  the  city  of  the  enemy. 

Gen.  Franklin,  on  our  left,  en- 
countered less  resistance — the  make 
of  the  land  being  there  favorable  to 
us — and  laid  his  pontoons  without 
loss.  Possession  of  both  banks  being 
thus  secured,  two  other  pontoons 
were  laid  at  either  point,  and  our  ar- 
my mainly  pushed  across  during  that 
and  the  following  days."  The  next 
was  that  chosen  for  the  assault  on 
the  Rebel  position ;  whose  strength, 
though  under-estimated  by  Bumside, 
was  known  to  be  very  considerable. 

Lee's  army,  fully  80,000  strong, 
was  stretched  along  and  behind  the 
Bouthem  bluffs  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock from  a  point  a  mile  or  so  above 
Fredericksburg,  to  one  four  or  five 
miles  below.  At  its  right,  the  bluffi 
recede  two  miles  or  so :  the  Massapo- 
nax  here  falling  into  the  Rappahan- 
nock; the  ground  being  decidedly 
less  favorable  to  the  defensive.  It 
was  organized  in  two  grand  corps, 
whereof  that  of  Stonewall  Jackson 
held  the  right ;  that  of  Longstreet 
the  left.     A.  P.   Hill   conunanded 


the  left  advance  of  Jackson's  corps ; 
which  was  confironted  by  Franklin's 
grand  division,  about  40,000  strong. 
On  our  right,  or  in  and  before  Fred- 
ericksburg, were  the  grand  divisions 
of  Hooker  and  Sumner,  numbering 
at  least  60,000.  But,  while  300  Rebel 
guns  were  advantageously  posted  on 
every  eminence  and  raked  every  foot 
of  ground  by  which  they  could  be 
approached,  our  heavy  guns  were  all 
posted  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
where  their  fire  could  rarely  reach 
the  enemy;  while  they  made  some 
havoc  among  our  own  men  until 
Bumside  silenced  them. 

The  weather  had  been  cold,  and 
the  ground  was  frozen;  but  an  In- 
dian Summer  mildness  had  succeed- 
ed, which  filled  the  vaUey  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock with  a  dense  fog,  covering 
for  a  time  the  formation  of  our  col- 
imms  of  assault ;  while  a  portion  of 
our  guns  were  firing  wildly  and  use- 
lessly; but  at  length  a  bright  sun 
dispelled  the  mist,  and,  at  11  a.  m., 
Couch's  division,  on  our  right,  emerg- 
ing from  among  the  battered  build- 
ings, moved  swiftly  to  the  assault. 

Braver  men  never  smiled  at  death 
than  those  who  climbed  Marye's  Hill 
that  fatal  day;  their  ranks  plowed 
through  and  torn  to  pieces  by  Rebel 
batteries  even  in  the  process  of  for- 
mation ;  and  when  at  heavy  cost  they 
had  reached  the  foot  of  the  hill,  they 
were  confi'onted  by  a  solid  stone 
wall,  four  feet  high,  from  behind 
which  a  Confederate  brigade  of  in- 
fantry mowed  them  down  like  grass, 
exposing  but  their  heads  to  our  bul- 
lets, and  these  only  while  themselves 
firing.  Never  did  men  fight  better 
or  die,  alasl  more  firuitlessly  than  did 


•Night  of  Deo.  10-11. 

*  Among  the  volunteers 'first  to  cross  was 


Rev.  Arthur  B.  Fuller,  Chaplain  16th  Mass.,  who 
was  killed  by  a  rifle-shot.  *•  Dec.  11-12. 
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moet  of  Hancock's  corps,  especially 
Meagher's  Irish  brigade,  composed 
<tf  the  63d,  69th,  and  88th  New  York, 
the  28th  Massachusetts,  and  the  116th 
Pennsylvania,  which  dashed  itself  re- 
peatedly against  those  impregnable 
heights,  until  two-thirds"  of  its  nmn- 
ber  strewed  the  ground ;  when  the 
renmant  fell  back  to  a  position  of 
comparative  safety,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded as  they  had  been  supported, 
by  other  brigades  and  divisions;  each 
to  be  exposed  in  its  turn  to  like 
pitiless,  useless,  hopeless  slaughter. 
Thus  Hancock's  and  French's  corps 
were  successively  sent  up  against 
those  slippery  heights,  girdled  with 
batteries,  rising,  tier  above  tier,  to 
its  crest,  all  carefully  trained  upon 
the  approaches  from  Fredericksbui^ ; 
while  that  fatal  stone  wall — so  strong 
that  even  artillery  could  make  no 
impression  on  it— completely  shel- 
tered Barksdale's  brigade,  which,  so 
soon  as  our  charging  columns  came 
within  rifle-shot,  poured  into  their 
fitces  the  deadliest  storm  of  musketry. 
Howard's  division  supported  the  two 
in  advance;  while  one  division  of 
Wilcox's  (9th,  late  Bumside's)  corps 
was  detached  to  maintain  communi- 
cation with  Franklin  on  our  left. 

Hooker's  grand  division  was  divi- 
ded, and  in  good  part  sent  to  reen- 


force  Franklin;  while  Hooker  him- 
self, believing  the  attack  hopeless, 
required  repeated  and  imperative  or- 
ders from  Bumside  to  induce  him  to 
order  an  advance ;  but  Humphreys's 
division  was  at  length  thrown  out  from 
Fredericksburg,  and  bore  its  fiill  part 
in  the  front  attack,  losing  heavily. 
And  thus  the  fight  was  maintained 
till  after  dark — ^assault  after  assault 
being  delivered  by  divisions  advanc- 
ing against  twice  tiieir  numbers,  on 
ground  where  treble  the  force  was 
required  for  the  attack  that  sujBSced 
for  the  defense;  while  a  hundred 
Bebel  cannon,  posted  on  heights 
which  our  few  guns  on  that  side  of 
the  river  could  scarcely  reach,  and 
could  not  eflfectually  batter,  swept 
our  men  down  from  the  moment  that 
they  b^an  to  advance,  and  while 
they  could  do  nothing  but  charge, 
and  fall,«and  die.  And  when  night 
at  length  mercifrilly  arrested  this 
fruitless  massacre,  though  the  ter- 
races and  slopes  leading  up  to  the 
Bebel  works  were  piled  with  our 
dead  and  our  disabled,  there  was  no 
pretense  that  the  Bebel  front  had 
been  advanced  one  foot  from  the 
ground  held  by  it  in  the  morning. 
We  had  reason  enough  for  sorrow, 
but  none  for  shame. 

Franklin,  on  our  left,  beside  his 


"  Gen.  Meagher,  in  his  official  report,  says : 

"Of  the  1,200  X  led  into  action,  onlj  280  ap- 
peared on  parade  next  morning." 

Among  his  officers  who  fell,  he  mentions  CoL 
Heenan,  Lt-CoL  Kulholland,  and  Maj.  Bard- 
well,  116th  Pa.;  Maj.  Wm.  Horgan  and  A^j. 
J.  R.  Toung,  88th  N.  Y. ;  Maj.  James  Cavanagh, 
6ath  N.  Y. ;  and  M^'.  Carraher,  28th  Mass. 

The  London  T^mee^s  correspondent,  watching 
the  battle  from  the  heights,  and  writing  from 
Lee's  headquarters,  sajs : 

'*  To  the  Irish  division,  commanded  by  Gen. 
Meagher,  was  principally  committed  the  despe- 
rate task  of  bursting  out  of  the  town  of  Freder- 
icksburg, and  forming,  under  the  withering  fire 
of  the  Confederate  batteries,  to  attack  M^e's 


Heights,  towering  immediately  in  their  front- 
Never  at  Fontenoy,  Albuera,  nor  at  Waterloo, 
was  more  undoubted  courage  displayed  by  the 
sons  of  Erin  than  during  those  six  frantic  dashes 
which  they  directed  against  the  almost  impreg- 
nable position  of  their  foe. 

*'  That  any  mortal  men  could  have  carried  the 
position  before  which  they  were  wantonly  sacri- 
ficed, defended  as  it  was,  it  seems  to  me  idle  for 
a  moment  to  believe.  But  the  bodies  which  lie 
in  dense  masses  within  40  3rards  of  the  muzzles 
of  CoL  Walton's  guns  are  the  best  evidence  whnt 
manner  of  mei^  they  were  who  pressed  on  to 
death  wiih  the  dauntlessness  of  a  race  which  has 
gained  glory  on  a  thousand  battle-fields,  and 
never  more  richly  deserved  it  than  at  the  foot 
of  Marye's  Heighta  on  the  13th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862." 
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own  40,000  men,  was  reenforced,  the 
night  before,  by  two  divisions  (Kear- 
ny's and  Hooker's  own)  from  Hook- 
er, raising  his  command  nearly  to 
55,000.  At  least  half  our  entire  force 
across  the  river  was  thus  with  Frank- 
lin on  the  left,  where  the  main  attack 
manifestly  should  have  been  made, 
and  where  Bumside  appears  to  have 
purposed  that  it  should  have  been 
made.  But  it  was  after  7  a.  m.  of  the 
fatal  day  when  Franklin  received  his 
orders ;  which,  if  they  were  intended 
to  direct  a  determined  attack  in  full 
force,  were  certainly  very  blindly  and 
vaguely  worded,"  whereas,  a  military 
order  should  be  as  precise  and  clear  as 
language  will  allow,  and  as  positive  as 
the  circumstances  will  warrant.  It  is 
Very  certain  that  a  Massena  or  a  Blu- 
cher  could  have  found  warrant  in  that 
order  for  attacking  at  once  with  his 
entire  corps,  leaving  Hooker's  men 
to  defend  the  bridges  and  act  as  a 
reserve ;  but,  if  hot  work  is  wanted 
of  a  Franklin,  it  should  be  required 
and  prescribed  in  terms  more  peremp- 
tory and  less  equivocal  He  asserts 
that  he  expected  and  awaited  further 
orders,  which  he  never  in  terms  re- 
ceived ;  at  least,  not  till  it  was  too 
late  to  obey  them  with  any  hope  of 
success. 

Franklin's  grand  division  consisted 


of  the  two  corps  of  Eeynolds  (16,000) 
and  W.  F.  Smith  (21,000),  with  cav- 
alry under  Bayard,  raising  it  nearly 
or  quite  to  40,000.  At  9  a.  m.,  Rey* 
nolds  advanced  on  the  left ;  Meade's 
division,  in  front,  being  immediately 
assailed  by  Eebel  batteries  (J.  E.  B. 
Stuart's)  on  his  left  flank,  which  com- 
pelled him  to  halt  and  silence  them. 
At  11  A.  M.,  he  pushed  on,  fighting; 
while  one  of  Hooker's  divisions  in 
reserve  was  brought  across,  and  Bir- 
ney's  and  Gibbon's  divisions  were 
moved  up  to  his  support.  Reynolds's 
corps  being  thus  all  in  line  of  battle, 
Meade  again  gallantly  advanced  into 
the  woods  in  his  front ;  grappling,  at 
1,  in  fierce  encounter,  with  A.  P, 
Hill's  corps,  crushing  back  the  brig- 
ades of  Archer  and  Lane,  and,  forcii^ 
his  way  in  between  them,  took  some 
200  prisoners.  Here,  in  attempting 
to  raDy  Orr's  rifles,  which  had  been 
disorganized,  fell  Brig.-Gen.  Maxcy 
Gregg,"  mortally  wounded. 

But  the  enemy  rallied  all  their 
forces ;  Early's  division,  composed  of 
Lawton's,  Trimble's,  and  his  own 
brigades,  which,  with  D.  H.  Hill's 
corps,  had  arrived  that  morning  from 
Port  Royal,  aft»r  a  severe  night- 
march,  and  been  posted  behind  A.  P. 
Hill,  rushed  to  the  front ;  and  Meade's 
division,    lacking    prompt    support, 


"  "Qen.  Hardie  will  cany  this  dispatch  to 
you  and  remain  with  you  during  the  day.  The 
General  commanding  directs  that  you  keep  your 
whole  command  in  position  for  a  rapid  move- 
ment down  the  old  Richmond  road,  and  you  will 
send  out  at  once  a  division,  at  least,  to  pass  be- 
low Smithfield,  to  seize,  if  possible,  the  heights 
near  Capt.  Hamilton's,  on  this  side  of  the  Massa- 
ponax,  taking  care  to  keep  it  well  supported  and 
its  line  of  retreat  open.  He  has  ordered  another 
column,  of  a  division  or  more,  to  be  moved  from 
Gen.  Sumner's  command  up  the  plank  road  to 
its  intersection  of  the  telegraph  road,  where  they 
will  divide,  with*  a  view  to  seizing  the  heights 
on  both  of  those  roads.  Holding  these  heights, 
with  the  heights  near  Capt  Hamilton's,  will,  I 
hope,  compel  the  enemy  to  evacuate  the  whole 
ridge  between  these  points.    He  makes  these 


moves  by  columns,  distant  from  each  other,  with 
a  view  of  avoiding  the  possibility  of  a  collision 
of  our  own  forces,  which  might  occur  in  a  gene- 
ral  movement  during  the  fog.  Two  of  Gteik 
Hooker's  divisions  are  in  your  rear  at  the 
bridges,  and  will  remain  there  as  supports. 
Copies  of  instructions  to  Gens.  Sumner  and 
Hooker  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  an  Orderly 
very  soon.  You  will  keep  your  whole  command 
in  readiness  to  move  at  once  as  soon  as  the  foff 
lifls.  The  watchword,  which,  if  possible,  should 
be  given  to  every  company,  wUl  be  '  Scott* 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  re« 
spectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*'J0HN  G.  Parke,  Chief  of  Stafll 
"M^jor-Gen.  Fbanklin,    Commanding    Grand 
Division  Army  of  Potomac" 

"  Governor  elect  of  South  Carolina. 
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was  overwhelmed  and  driven  back, 
with  heavy  loss,  to  the  raiboad,  which 
they  had  crossed  in  their  advance, 
where  they  made  a  brief  stand,  but 
were  again  hurled  back  by  an  im- 
petuous, determined  Kebel  charge, 
losing  many  prisoners. 

Meade  had  already  called  for  aid : 
and  Gen.  Gibbon  had  advanced  on 
his  right,  and  one  of  Birney's  brig- 
ades on  his  left,  whereby  the  enemy 
were  checked  and  repidsed ;  Col.  At- 
kinson, commanding  Lawton's  brig- 
ade, being  here  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  Meade's  division  fell  back, 
having  lost  1,760  men  this  day  out 
some  6,000  engaged ;  having,  of  its 
three  Brigadiers,  Gen.  C.  F.  Jackson 
killed,  and  Col.  Wm.  T.  Sinclair  se- 
verely wounded.  Maj.-Q«n.  Gibbon, 
on  his  right,  was  also  wounded  and 
taken  off  the  field ;  whereupon,  his 
division  fell  back  also. 

Sickles's  division  of  Hooker's  men, 
which  had  followed  Birney's  to  the 
front,  took  the  place  of  Gibbon's ;  but 
Smith's  corps — 21,000  strong — was 
not  sent  in,  and  remained  nearer  to 
Fredericksburg,  not  determinedly  en- 
gaged throughout  the  day.  Tet,  even 
Reynolds's  and  Stoneman's  corps 
(the  latter  composed  of  Birney's  and 
Sickles's  divisions)  showed  so  strong 
a  front  that  Stonewall  Jackson  did 
not  venture  to  assume  the  offensive 
till  nightfall ;  when  a  very  brief  ex- 
perience convinced  him  that  he  might 
better  let  well  alone." 


The  advance  of  Reynolds's  left  was 
for  some  time  retarded  by  Stuart's 
•cavalry,  holding  the  extreme  Rebel 
right,  whose  battery  opened  a  most 
annoying  cross-fire  on  our  infantry 
as  it  advanced  from  the  Rappahan- 
nock. The  9th  New  York  was  first 
sent  to  take  this  battery,  but  failed — 
taking  to  their  heels  instead ;  when 
a  brigade  was  brought  up  by  Gen. 
Tyler,  and  charged  with  no  better 
success.  A  third  charge  was  stopped 
by  the  deadly  fire  of  the  Rebel  bat- 
tery; when  more  troops  were  brought 
up  on  our  side,  and  the  enemy  at 
length  flanked  and  gradually  crowd- 
ed back  to  the  Massaponax ;  but  they 
still  maintained  a  bold  front,  and 
kept  up  the  contest  till  nightfall; 
having  succeeded  in  diverting  from 
Reynolds's  main  attack  in  front  a 
force  which  he  could  ill  afford  to 
spare. 

Our  losses  on  this  bloody  day  were 
not  less  than  15,000  men ;  though 
the  number  returned  as  actually 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners, 
foots  up  but  13,771 — as  follows : 

Killed,  WoufCd.  Misa'a.  ToiaL 

Hooker's  grand  division 827      2,4^        T4S  8,548 

Fnnlclin's  grand  division...  888      2.480      1,581  4,879 

Sumner's  grand  division....  4S0      4,168        855  5,484 

Engineers 7          48        100  50 

Total .1,152      8,101     8,284    18,771 

Not  one  of  these  died  more  la- 
mented than  Maj.-Gen.  George  D. 
Bayard,  commanding  our  cavalry  on 
the  left,  who  was  struck  by  a  shell 
and  mortally  wounded;  dying  that 
night.     But  28  years  old,  and  on  the 


■*  Jackson,  with  ezemplaiy  candor,  saya  in 
his  official  report : 

"  Repulsed  on  the  right,  left,  and  center,  the 
enemy,  soon  after,  reformed  his  lines,  and  gave 
aome  indications  of  a  purpose  to  renew  the  at- 
tack. I  waited  some  time  to  receive  it ;  but,  he 
making  no  forward  movement,  I  determined,  if 
pradent,  to  do  so  myself.  The  artillery  of  the 
enemy  was  so  judiciously  posted  as  to  make  an 
adranoe  of  our  troops  across  the  plain  very 
hazardous ;  yet  it  was  so  promising  of  good  re- 
sults, if  suocesafUlly  executed,  as  to  induce  me 


to  make  preparations  for  the  attempt  In  order 
to  guard  against  disaster,  the  infantry  was  to  be 
preceded  by  artillery,  and  the  movement  post- 
poned until  late  in  the  evening ;  so  that,  if  com- 
pelled to  retire,  it  would  be  under  the  cover  of 
night  Owing  to  unexpected  delay,  the  move- 
ment could  not  be  g^t  ready  till  late  in  the  eve- 
ning. The  first  gun  had  hardly  moved  forward 
from  the  wood  a  hundred  yards,  when  the  ene- 
my*s  artillery  reopened,  and  so  completely  swept 
our  fVont  as  to  satisfy  me  that  the  proposed 
movement  should  be  abandoned." 
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eve  of  marriage,  his  death  fell  like  a 
pall  on  many  loving  hearts. 

Lee  at  first  reported  his  losses  atj 
"about  1,800  killed  and  wounded" 
—one  of  those  preposterous  misrepre- 
sentations to  which  commanders  on 
either  side  were  too  prone.  His  ac- 
tual loss,  as  embodied  in  the  detailed 
reports  of  Longstreet  and  Jackson, 
was  over  5,000,"  and  may  probably 
be  fairly  estimated  at  6,000,  including 
600  unwounded  prisoners.  He  claims 
to  have  taken  900  prisoners  and  9,000 
small  arms,  but  no  guns. 

Thus  closed  what  the  exulting  cor- 
respondent at  Lee's  headquarters  of 
The  Times  (London)  calls  "  a  memo- 
rable day  to  the  historian  of  the  De- 
cline and  Fall  of  the  American  Re- 
public." Not  so,  O  owl-eyed  scribe  I 
but  rather  one  of  those  days  of 
bloody  baptism  from  whose  regen- 
erating flood  that  Republic  was  di- 
vinely appointed  to  rise  to  a  purer 


life,  a  nobler  spirit,  a  grander,  more 
benignant  destiny ! 


It  would  be  incredible  on  any  tes- 
timony less  conclusive  than  his  own  " 
that  Gen.  Bumside,  on  the  very  heel 
of  this  prodigal,  horrible  carnage,  re- 
solved to  attack  again  next  day,  and 
on  the  very  point  where  the  enemy's 
lines  had  been  proved  impregnable  at 
a  cost  of  10,000  men.  Another  butch- 
ery as  fruitless  and  still  more  demor- 
alizing would  doubtless  have  been  iiv- 
curred,  but  for  the  timely  and  forci- 
ble remonstrance  of  stem  old  Sumner 
— who  never  kept  out  of  a  fight  when 
there  was  a  shadow  of  excuse  for  go- 
ing in — and  who  protested,  backed 
by  nearly  every  General  in  the  army, 
against  such  suicidal  madness.  Bum- 
side  finally  gave  way,  and  thus  prob- 
ably saved  the  9th  corps  (of  old,  his 
own)  from  useless,  inexcusable  sacri- 
fice. 


**  Longstreot  reports  bis  losses  thus :  killed, 
251;  wounded,  1,616}  missing,  127:  total,  1,894. 
Jackson  gives  his  as — killed,  344;  wounded, 
2,545;  missing,  526:  total,  3,415:  grand  total, 
5,309.  Among  their  killed,  beside  those  already 
mentioned,  was  Brig. -Gen.  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  of  Ga., 
brother  of  Howell  Cobb.  Among  their  wound- 
ed, were  Brig.-Gens.  J.  R.  Cooke  and  W.  D. 
Pender. 

"  He  says,  in  his  testimony  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Conduct  of  the  War: 

"  The  two  attacks  were  made,  and  we  were 
repulsed ;  still  holding  a  portion  of  the  ground 
we  had  fought  upon,  but  not  our  extreme  ad- 
yanoe. 

"  That  night,  I  went  all  over  the  field  on  our 
right ;  in  fact,  I  was  with  the  officers  and  men 
until  nearly  daylight  I  found  ij^e  feeling  to  bo 
rather  against  an  attack  the  next  morning;  in 
fact,  it  was  decidedly  against  it 

"I  returned  to  my  headquarters,  and,  after 
conversation  with  Gren.  Sumner,  told  h\m  that  I 
wanted  him  to  order  the  9th  army  corps — ^which 
was  the  corps  I  originally  commanded — ^to  form 
the  next  morning  a  column  of  attack  by  regi- 
ments. It  consisted  of  some  18  old  regiments, 
and  some  new  ones ;  and  I  desired  the  column  iX> 
make  a  direct  attack  upon  the  enemy's  works. 
I  thought  that  these  regiments,  by  commg  quick- 
ly up  ailer  each  other,  would  be  able  to  carry 
the  stone  wall  and  the  batteries  in  front,  forcing 


the  enemy  into  their  next  line,  and,  by  going  in 
with  them,  they. would  not  be  able  to  fire  upon 
us  to  any  great  extent  I  left  Gen.  Sumner  with 
that  understanding,  and  directed  him  to  give  the 
order.  The  order  was  given,  and  the  column  of 
attack  was  formed. 

**  The  next  morning,  just  before  the  column 
was  to  have  started,  Gen.  Sumner  came  to  me 
and  said :  '  General,  I  hope  you  will  desist  fVom 
this  attack :  I  do  not  know  of  any  general  officer 
who  approves  of  it ;  and  I  think  it  will  prove 
disastrous  to  the  army.'  Advice  of  that  kind 
from  Gen.  Sumner,  who  has  always  been  in  favor 
of  an  advance  whenever  it  was  possible,  caused 
me  to  hesitate.  I  kept  the  column  of  attack 
formed,  and  sent  over  for  the  division  and  corps 
commanders,  and  consulted  with  them.  They 
unanimously  voted  against  the  attack.  I  then 
went  over  to  see  the  other  officers  of  the  com- 
mand on  the  other' side,  and  found  that  the  same 
impression  prevailed  among  them.  I  then  sent 
for  Gen.  Franklin,  who  was  on  the  left,  and  he 
was  of  exactly  the  same  opinion.  This  caused 
mo  to  decide  that  I  ought  not  to  make  the  attack 
I  had  contemplated.  And  besides,  inasmuch  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  told  me 
not  to  be  in  haste  in  making  this  attack ;  that 
he  would  give  me  all  the  support  that  he  could, 
but  he  did  not  want  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
destroyed,  I  felt  that  I  could  not  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  ordering  the  attack,  notwithstanding 
my  own  belief  at  thp  time  that  the  works  of  the 
enemy  oould  be  carried." 
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The  two  armies  stood  facing  each 
other  throughout  the  14th  and  15th : 
Lee  strengthening  his  defenses  and 
awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  attack; 
Bumside  at  length  deciding  to  with- 
draw all  but  Hooker's  corps  across 
the  river,  and  continue  to  hold  Fred- 
ericksburg ;  but  this  he  finally  gave 
up,  on  Hooker's  representation  that 
he  should  be  unable  to  hold  the  town ; 
and  decided  to  recross  his  entire  army 
during  the  night  of  the  15th ;  which 
was  quietly  eflfected  without  serious 
loss.  A  few  of  our  desperately  wound- 
ed, a  few  pickets,  and  considerable 
ammunition,  were  left  by  us  in  Fred- 
ericksburg; but  Franklin  did  not  lose 
a  man ;  and  not  one  gun  was  aban- 
doned as  a  trophy  of  this  ill-starred 
advance  on  Riclanond.  Our  pon- 
toons were  all  taken  up  and  brought 
off;  the  Rebels  next  day  reoccupy- 
ing  Fredericksburg  and  their  side 
of  tlie  river ;  and  thenceforth  pickets 
and  sharp-shooters  fired  across  the 
stream,  whenever  any  temptation  to 
a  shot  was  afforded,  with  as  business- 
like an  air  as  though  the  Rappahan- 
nock had  always  been  the  boundary 
of  two  hostile  empires,  over  which  no 
armed  force  had  ever  ventured. 

Lee  has  been  blamed  for  not  follow- 
ing up  his  advantage;  and  it  is  just 
possible  that  he  might  have  made 
something  by  a  tremendous  bom- 
bardment of  the  town  while  still 
crowded  with  our  decimated,  dis- 
heartened troops — ^possibly  by  a  sud- 
den, determined  assault  upon  it,  or 
upon  Franklin's  wing,  with  the  great 


body  of  his  army.  But  how  could 
he  know  at  once  how  severely  we 
had  suffered  ?  And,  even  if  he  did 
know,  would  it  have  been  wise  to 
rush  his  men  upon  our  batteries,  as 
ours  had  been  rushed  upon  his? 
Jackson  had  decided  against  this, 
when  in  the  fiush  of  his  success ;  and 
he  decided  wisely.  To  push  forward 
their  men  till  under  the  fire  of  our 
heavy  guns,  commandingly  posted  on 
our  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  would 
have  been  to  imitate  Bumside's  blun- 
der; and  they  had  not  15,000  men 
to  spare." 

General  Bumside's  errors  in  this 
movement  were  errors  of  judgment 
only ;  and  these  were  nobly  redeemed 
by  his  subsequent  conduct  and  bear- 
ing. Though  he  had  accepted  the 
chief  command  with  unfeigned  re- 
luctance and  self-distrust,  and  keenly 
felt  that  he  had  not  been  fairly  treat- 
ed in  the  matter  of  the  pontoons,  and 
that  Franklin  had  not  done  his  best 
in  the  hour  of  trial,  he  excused  others 
and  took  all  the  blame  on  himself.  In 
his  report  to  Gren.  Halleck,"  he  says : 

*^  But  for  the  fog,  and  the  unexpected  and 
unavoidable  delay  in  building  the  bridges, 
which  gave  the  enemy  24  hours  to  concen- 
trate his  forces  in  his  strong  position,' we 
should  almost  certainly  have  succeeded ;  in 
which  case,  the  battle  would  have  been,  in 
my  opinion,  far  more  decisive  than  if  we 
had  crossed  at  the  places  first  selected.  As  it 
was,  we  came  very  near  success.  Failing 
in  accomplishing  the  main  object,  we  re- 
mained in  order  of  battle  two  days — long 
enough  to  decide  that  tlie  enemy  would  not 
come  out  of  his  stronghold  to  fight  me  with 
his  infantry — after  which,  we  recrossed  to 
this  side  of  the  river  unmolested,  without 
the  loss  of  men  or  property. 


*'  Lee's  '  General  Order  No.  38,*  dated  Dec. 
21,  congratulating  his  army  on  their  success  in 
this  encounter,  says : 

*•  The  immense  army  of  the  enemy  completed 
its  preparations  for  the  attack  without  interrup- 
tion, and  gave  battle  in  its  own  time,  and  on 
ground  of  its  own  adecUon, 

'*  It  was  enoountered  by  Uaa  ihan  twenty  Uwur 


sand  of  this  brave  army;  and  its  columns, 
crushed  and  broken,  hurled  back  at  every  point, 
with  such  fearful  slaughter,  that  escape  from  en- 
tire destruction  became  the  boast  of  tliose  who 
had  advanced  in  full  confidence  of  victory." 

This  is  so  unfair  as  to  be  essentially  false,  and 
quite  unworthy  of  a  great  soldier. 

*•  Deo.  19. 
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"  As  the  day  broke,  our  long  Tines  of 
troops  were  seen  marching  to  their  different 
positions  as  if  going  on  parade^not  the 
least  demoralization  or  disorganization  ex- 
isted. 

"  To  the  brave  oflScers  and  soldiers  who 
accomplished  the  feat  of  thus  recrossing  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  I  owe  every  thing. 
For  the  failnre  in  the  attack,  /  am  respon- 
sible; as  the  extreme  gallantry,  courage, 
and  endurance  shown  by  them  were  never 
exceeded,  and  would  have  carried  the  points 
had  it  been  possible. 

*^  To  the  families  and  friends  of  the  dead, 
I  can  only  offer  my  heartfelt  sympathies ; 
but  for  the  wounded,  I  can  offer  my  earnest 
prayer  for  their  comfort  and  final  recovery. 

"The  fact  that  I  decided  to  move  from 
Warrenton  on  to  this  line  rather  against  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  yourself,  and  that  you  have  left  the 
whole  movement  in  my  hands,  without  giv- 
ing me  orders,  makes  me  the  more  respon- 
sible." 

But  General  Bumside's  tisefiilness 
as  commander  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  was  at  an  end.  Officers 
and  soldiers  alike  felt  that  he  had 
sadly  misjudged  in  ordering  an  as- 
sault on  the  bristling  heights  south 
of  Fredericksburg — still  more,in  seek- 
ing to  repeat  that  assault  after  the 
bloody,  calamitous  experience  of  the 
13th — and  the  popularity  of  Mc- 
Clellan  was  immensely  strengthened 
and  widened  by  that  disastrous  re- 
pulse. Whatever  his  faults,  ^  Little 
Mac '  had  ever  been  careful  of  the 
lives  of  his  men ;  and  this  fact  was 
now  remember^  to  his  credit.  Had 
the  army  been  polled  for  the  choice 
of  a  commander  at  any  time  during 
the  month  following  our  withdrawal 
from  Fredericksburg,  it  is  probable 
that  McClellan  would  have  had  a  de- 
cisive majority,  and  morally  certain 
that  Bumside's  supporters  would 
have  proved  a  still  more  indubitable 
minority. 

The  latter,  however,  had  no  idea 
of  sitting   down  under  his  defeat 


While  the  Bebel  chie&  were  con- 
gratulating each  other  that  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  had  been  paralyzed, 
at  least  for  the  Winter,  he  was  plan- 
ning a  fresh  and  determined  advance 
on  Richmond.  Within  a  fortnight 
after  his  bloody  repulse,  he  ordered" 
rations  cooked,  wagons  packed,  and 
every  thing  made  ready  for  a  general 
movement;  intending  to  make  a 
feint  above  Fredericksburg,  but  to 
cross  at  the  Sedden  House,  six  or 
seven  miles  below ;  while  2,500  cav- 
alry, with  4  guns,  crossing  at  Kelly's 
ford,  were  to  raid  across  the  Virginia 
Central,  the  Lynchburg  and  the  Wel- 
don  Railroads,  blowing  up  the  locks 
on  the  James  River  Canal ;  crossing 
the  Nottoway,  and  reporting  to  Gen. 
Peck,  in  command  at  Suffolk ;  while 
several  other  flying  expeditions  were 
to  distract  the  enemy's  attention  and 
deceive  him  as  to  the  significance  of 
the  general  movement.  He  had  just 
given'*  the  initial  impulse  to  this 
combined  movement,  when  a  tele- 
gram from  the  President  alrested  it ; 
and,  repairing  at  once  to  Washing- 
ton, Gen.  B.  learned  that  represen- 
tations had  been  made  at  headquar- 
ters by  certain  of  his  subordinates, 
prompted  and  sustained  by  others, 
that,  if  he  were  permitted  to  proceed, 
in  the  existing  temper  of  the  army, 
he  would  inevitably  incur  disasters 
so  grave  as  to  signally  belittle,  if  not 
wholly  efface,  those  of  the  recent  fail- 
ure. Li  deference  to  these  represen- 
tations, the  President  had  tel^raphed 
as  he  did ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  General-in-chirf,  though  now 
for  the  first  time  apprised  of  the  clan- 
destine communications  of  army  offi- 
cers to  Mr.  Lincoln,  failed  even  to 
attempt  a  removal  of  the  impression 


~  Dec.  26. 


•Dea  30. 
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they  had  made  on  the  President's 
mind. 

Eeturning  to  the  army,  Gen.  Bum- 
side  soon  ascertained  that  certain 
details  of  the  proposed  cavahy  move- 
ment had  transpired —in  fact,  he  was 
assured  by  Gen.  Pleasanton  that  they 
were  known  among  Secessionists  in 
"Washington  two  or  three  days  after 
his  first  interview  with  the  President 
— so  he  abandoned  that  movement ; 
intending  to  make  one  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

This  new  movement  contemplated 
a  crossing  in  force  at  Banks's  and  at 
the  United  States  fords,  above  Fred- 
ericksburg; the  crossing  below  be- 
ing also  made,  or  at  least  menaced, 
as  originally  proposed:  and  again 
his  preparations  were  perfected  and 
his  army  now  put "  in  motion ;  when, 
at  10  p.  M.,  there  bm-st  over  it  one  of 
the  severest  and  most  trying  storms 
ever  experienced  in  that  region. 
Snow,  driving  sleet,  pouring  rain,  a 
general  breaking  up  of  the  roads, 
hitherto  hard  and  dry,  and  a  chaos 
of  the  elements  which  rendered  loco- 
motion impossible  and  life  under  the 
drenching  sky  scarcely  endurable, 
arrested  that  advance  at  its  outset, 
and  fixed  our  army  in  the  mire 
wherein  it  for  hours  wretchedly,  sul- 
lenly, hopelessly  floundered.  Day- 
light exposed  to  the  enemy  across  the 
stream  movements  which  were  in- 
tended to  be  consummated  under  the 
cover  of  night :  they  were  not  foolish 
enough,  had  they  been  able,'  to 
squander  their  men  and  animals  in 


attempts  to  assail  our  stalled  and 
struggling  forces ;  but  they  guarded 
the  fords  so  strongly  that  Bumside 
was  glad  to  order  his  men  back  to 
their  old  camps — some  of  which  they 
had  burned  on  quitting,  in  the  confi- 
dent expectation  that  they  should 
nevermore  need  them. 

Gen.  Bumside,  having  discovered, 
as  he  believed,  the  officers  who  had 
paralyzed  his  efforts  by  fomenting 
discontent  in  his  army,  and  by  dis- 
heartening communications  to  Wash- 
ington, now  prepared  a  general  order 
('  No.  8'),  dismissing  "  them  from 
the  service ;  but,  on  the  advice  of  a 
trusted  friend,  decided  to  submit  it 
to  the  President  before  giving  it  pub- 
licity or  effect.  He  did  so ;  and  the 
President,  after  consultation  with  his 
official  advisers,  decided,  instead  of 
approving  the  order,  to  relieve  Gen. 
Bumside  from  command ;  which  was 
accordingly  done :  the  order  stating 
that  Gen.  B.  was  so  relieved  at  his 
own  request — against  which.  Gen.  B. 
remonstrated  as  most  unjust,  pressing 
his  demand  that  his  resignation  should 
be  accepted  instead;  but  he  was 
finally  persuaded  to  withdraw  it,  and 
agree  to  serve  whererer  his  aid  might 
be  required,  allowing  any  order  to 
be  published  that  might  be  deemed 
essential  to  the  public  weal.  Thus 
ended  "  his  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 


During  this  Winter  and  the  ensu- 
ing Spring,  a  number  of  raids  were 
made  by  the  Rebel  cavalry:   one** 


"Jaa,20,  1863: 

"  M^j.-Gen.  Hooker,  with  Brig..G€n8.  W.  T. 
H.  Brooks  and  John  Newton,  were  designated 
in  this  order  for  ignominious  dismissal  from  the 
service ;  while  Ms^.-Gens.  W.  B.  Franklin  and 
W.  F  Smith,  and  Brig.-Gens.  John  Cochrane 
and   Edward   Ferrero,    with    Lt-GoL    J.    H. 


Taylor,    were    relieved  from    duty  with    this 
army. 

••  Jan.  28.  Gen.  Sumner,  at  his  own  request, 
and  Gen.  Franklin,  with  expressive  silence,  were 
relieved  by  the  same  order.  Gen.  Sumner  died 
soon  afterward,  at  Syracuse,  N.  T. 

••  Doc.  25,  1862. 
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numbers  still  were,  it  is  questionable 
that  this  army  was  a  full  match,  on 
equal  ground,  for  its  more  homoge- 
neous, better  disciplined,  more  self- 
assured,  more  determined  antagonist. 

Ocen.  Hooker  very  properly  de- 
voted the  two  ensuing  months  to  im- 
proving the  discipline,  perfecting  the 
organization,  and  exalting  the  spirit 
of  his  men ;  with  such  success  that 
he  had,  before  their  close,  an  army 
equal  in  numbers  and  efficiency  to 
any  ever  seen  on  this  continent,  ex- 
cept that  which  Oen.  McClellan  com- 
manded during  the  first  three  months 
of  1861.  Its  infantry  was  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  100,000  strong ;  its  artillery 
not  less  than  10,000,  every  way  well 
appointed;  while  its  cavalrjr,  number- 
ing 13,000,  needed  only  a  fair  field 
and  a  leader  to  prove  itself  the  most 
eflfective  body  of  horsemen  ever  brig- 
aded on  American  soil.  Horses  and 
forage  having  both  become  scarce  in 
the  South,  there  was  not,  and  never 
had  been,  any  cavalry  force  connected 
with  any  Rebel  army  that  could 
stand  against  it. 

Being  at  length  ready.  Hooker 
dispatched  *•  Stoneman,  with  most  of 
his  cavalry,"  up  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  with  instructions  to  cross,  at 
discretion,  above  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  ][lailroad,  strike  Fitz 
Hugh  Lee's  cavalry  brigade  (com- 
puted at  2,000)  near  Culpepper  Court 
House,  capture  Gordonsville,  and 
then  pounce  on  the  Fredericksburg 
and  Richmond  Railroad  near  Sax- 
ton's  Junction,  cutting  telegraphs, 
railroads,  burning  bridges,  &c., 
thence  toward  Richmond,  fighting  at 
every  opportunity,  and  harassing  by 
every  means  the  retreat  of  the  Rebel 
army,  which,  it  was  calculated,  would 


now  be  retiring  on  Richmond.  The 
spirit  of  Hooker's  instructions  is  em- 
bodied in  these  sentences : 

"Let  jonr  watchword  be  fight,  and  let 
all  your  orders  hefyht^  fight^  fight ;  bearing 
in  mind  that  time  is  as  yaJaable  to  the  G^* 
era!  as  the  Rebel  carcasses. 

"  It  devolyes  upon  yoo,  General,  to  take 
the  inittative  in  the  forward  moyement  of 
this  grand  army ;  and  on  you  and  your  noble 
command  must  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  extent  and  brilliancy,  of  our  success. 
Bear  in  mind  that  celerity,  audacity,  and  re* 
solution,  are  every  thing  in  war ;  and  espe- 
cially is  it  the  case  wit£  the  command  you 
haye,  and  the  enterprise  on  which  you  are 
about  to  embark." 

These  instructions  seem  to  have 
been  at  once  terse  and  perspicuous,, 
plainly  indicating  what  was  expected,, 
and  why  it  was  required ;  yet  leaving 
ample  discretion  to  him  who  was  to> 
give  them  effect.  Tet  it  is  hard  to- 
repress  a  suspicion  that  irony  lurks, 
in  such  language,  when  addressed  to< 
an  officer  like  Gteorge  D.  Stoneman. 

Our  cavalry,  carefully  screening; 
its  movements  from  the  enemy^ 
marched  two  days  westward,  and  had 
thrown  across  one  division,  when  a 
rain  raised  the  river  so  rapidly  that 
this  vanguard  was  recalled,  swim- 
ming its  horses ;  and  a  succession  of 
April  storms  kept  the  streams  so  full 
and  impetuous,  while  the  roads  were^ 
rendereid  so  bad,  that  a  fresh  advance 
was  postponed  to  the  27th ;  Gen* 
Hooker  giving  the  order  for  the 
movement  of  his  infantry  and  artil-^ 
lery  next  day. 

The  time  was  well  chosen..  Long- 
street,  with  three  divisions,  had  been 
detached  from  Lee's  army,  and  was 
operating  against  Gen.  Peck  below 
the  James;  and  it  is  not  probable 
that  Lee  had  much,  if  any,  over  60,000 
men  on  the  Kappahannock.  True, 
his  position  at  Fredericksburg  was 


'  April  13.     *■  He  says  13,000,  in  his  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 
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yerj  stroDg,  afi  we  Iiad  learned  to  our 
-ooet;   bnt   it  might  be  turned,  as 
Hooker  proceeded  to  show. 

His  army  was  still  encamped  at 
Falmouth,  opposite  Fredericksburg. 
The  11th  (Howard's)  and  12th  (Slo- 
cum's)  corps  moved  up  the  river,  but 
carefully  avoiding  observation  from 
the  hostile  bank,  so  far  as  Kelly's 
ford;  crossing. there  theBappahan- 
nock  that  night  and  next  morning — 
the  men  wading  up  to  their  arm- 
pits— and  the  Bapidan  at  G^rmania 
Mills,  next  day,  moving  thence  rap- 
idly on  Chanoellossvills.  The  6di 
(Meade's)  corps  followed;  crossing 
the  Bapidan  at  Ely's  ford,  lower 
dowii.  Meantime,  the  2d  (Couch's) 
corps  approached,  so  nearly  as  it 
might  unobserved,  to  both  the  United 
States  and  Banks's  fords,  ready  to 
cross  when  these  should  be  flanked 
by  the  advance  of  the  11th,  12th, 
and  5th  behind  these  fords  to  Chan- 
cellorsville.  Besistance  had  been  ex- 
pected here ;  but  none  was  encoim- 
tered,  as  n(me  worth  mentioning  had 
been  above;  and  Couch  crossed  his 
corps'*  at  the  United  States  ford  on 
pontoons,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
Gen.  Hooker,  at  Morrisville,  superin- 
tended the  movement ;  following  him- 
self to  Chancellor8ville,where  he  estab- 
lished his  headquarters  that  night. 

This  important  movement  had 
been  skillfully  masked  by  a  feint  of 
crossing  below  Fredericksburg;  the 
6th  (Sedgwick's)  corps  laying  pon- 
toons and  actually  crossing  at  Frank- 
lin's, two  or  three  miles  below ;  the 
•  1st  (Eeynolds's)  at  Pollock's  Mill,  still 
lower ;  the  8d  (SicUes's)  supporting 
either  or  both.  Sedgwick  was  in 
chief  command  on  this  wing.  The 
bridges  were  ready  by  daylight  of  the 


29th ;  and,  before  daylight,  Brooks's 
division  had  crossed  in  boats  and 
driven  off  the  Babel  pickets ;  while 
Gen.  Wadsworth  in  like  manner  led 
the  advance  of  Beynolds's  division ; 
when  three  pontoon  bridges  were 
laid  in  front  of  Sedgwick,  and  every 
thing  made  ready  for  crossing  in 
force.  Now  Sickles's  (3d)  corps  was 
ordered  to  move"  silently,  rapidly  to 
the  United  States  ford,  and  thence 
to  Chanoellorsville,  while  part  of  the 
pontoons  were  taken  up  and  sent  to 
Banks's  ford ;  Beynolds,  after  mak* 
ing  as  great  a  display  as  possible,  and 
exchanging  some  long-  shots  with  the 
Bebels  in  his  front,  following.  May 
2d;  raising  Hooker's  force  at  and 
near  ChanceUorsville  to  70,000  men. 

Sedgwick,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Bebel  army,  had  his  own  corps,  22,000 
strong ;  while  Gen.  Gibbon's  division 
of  the  2d  corps,  6,000  strong,  which 
had  been  left  in  its  camp  at  FiJmouth 
to  guard  our  stores  and  guns  from  a 
Bebel  raid,  was  subject  to  his  order ; 
raising  his  force  to  nearly  30,000. 

Thus  far.  Gen.  Hooker's  succees 
had  been  signal  and  deserved.  His 
movements  had  been  so  skillfully 
masked  that  Lee  was  completely  de- 
ceived ;  and  the  passage  of  the  Bap- 
pahannock  had  been  effected,  both 
above  and  below  him,  and  all  its 
fords  seized,  without  any  loss  what- 
ever. Never  did  a  General  feel  more 
sanguine  of  achieving  not  merely  a 
great  but  a  crushing  victory.  "I 
have  Lee's  army  in  one  hand  and 
Bichmond  in  the  other,"  was  his  ex- 
ulting remark  to  those  around  him  as 
he  rode  up  to  the  single  but  capacious 
brick  house — at  once  mansion  and 
tavern — that  then,  with  its  appenda- 
ges, constituted  ChanceUorsville.  But 


'Aj^SO. 
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the  order  he  issued  thereupon  evinces 
an  amazing  misapprehension  oi  his 
real  position  and  its  perils.  It  reads 
as  follows : 

*^  Hbadquabtebs  Abut  of  thb  Potomac,  1 
"  Oamp  kbab  Falmotjth,  Va.,     > 
"AprilSO,  1868.  ^ 
*'  It  is  with  heartfelt  satisfaotioii  that  the 
Oommandiog  General  announces  to  the  ar- 
my that  the  operations  of  the  last  three  days 
have  determined  that  oitr  enemy  must  either 
inglorionsly  fly  or  oome  out  from  hehind  his 
defenses  and  give  ns  hattle  on  onr  own 
ground,  where  certain  destruction  awaits 
him.    The  operations  of  the  5th,  11th,  and 
12th  corps  have  heen  a  succession  of  splen- 
did achievements. 

*'  By  command  of  K^j.-G^n.  Hooker. 
"S,  Williams,  Ass't  A^jL-Gen." 

A  General  who  has  but  eight  days' 
provisions  at  hand,  and  these  in  tiie 
haversacks  of  his  men,  with  a  capri- 
cious river  between  him  and  his  d6- 
pdts,  and  who  has  been  obliged  to 
leave  behind  most  of  his  heavier 
guns,  as  well  as  his  wagons,  and  is 
enveloped  in  a  labyrinth  of  woods 
and  thickets,  traversed  by  narrow 
roads,  and  every  foot  of  it  fiuniHar 
to  his  enemy,  while  a  terra  incognita 
even  to  his  guides,  has  no  warrant 
for  talking  in  that  strain.  Never 
were  a  few  ^intelligent  contrabands," 
who  had  traversed  those  mazes  by 
night  as  well  as  by  day,  more  im- 
peratively needed ;  yet  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  even  seasonably  sought 
their  services ;  hence,  his  general  or- 
der just  recited,  taken  in  connection 
with  his  pending  experience,  was 
destined  to  lend  a  mournful  empha- 
sis to  the  trite  but  sound  old  moni- 
tion, "  Never  halloo  till  you  are  out 
of  the  woods.** 

The  fords  of  the  Bappahannock 
next  above  Fredericksburg  had  been 
watched  by  Gten.  Anderson  with 
three  brigades,  some  8,000  strong ; 
but  Hooker's   dispositions  were  so 


sknifnll^  made  that  he  did  not  anti- 
cipate a  crossing  in  force  until  it  was' 
too  late  to  call  on  Lee  for  reenforce- 
ments ;  and  he  had  no  choice  but  to 
fall  back  rapidly  before  our  ad- 
vancing columns  to  Chancellorsville, 
where  a  fourth  brigade  joined  him ; 
but,  being  still  too  weak  to  make 
head  against  an  army,  he  obliqued 
thence  five  miles  toward  Fredericks- 
btirg,  at  the  point  where  the  two , 
roads  from  Chanoellorsville  become 
one. 

Here  Lee  soon  appeared  from 
Fredericksburg,  with  the  divisions  of 
McLaws  and  ti^e  rest  of  Anderson's 
own.  Jackson,  with  those  of  A.  P. 
HiU  and  Khodes  (late  D.  H.  Hill's), 
had  been  watching  our  demonstra- 
tion under  Sedgwick,  below  Freder- 
icksburg; but,  when  Lee  heard  that 
Hooker  had  crossed  in  force  above, 
he  at  once  inferred  that  the  move- 
ment below  was  a  feint,  and  called 
Jackson  away  toward  Chancellors- 
ville, adding  the  division  of  Trimble 
to  his  command  and  impelling  him  on 
a  movement  against  Hooker's  extreme 
right ;  leaving  only  Early's  division 
and  Barksdale's  brigade  in  front  of 
Sedgwick  on  our  remote  left,  and  to 
hold  the  heights  overlooking  Freder- 
icksburg, which  he  judged  no  longer 
likely  to  be  assailed. 

Lee  had  been  outgeneraled  in  the 
passage  of  the  Bappahannock  on  his 
left,  while  he  was  watching  for  Hook- 
er on  his  right ;  but  he  was  not  dis- 
concerted. Leaving  a  very  fmall 
force  in  his  works  on  the  Fredericks- 
burg heights,  he  pushed  his  main 
body — at  least  60,000  strong— down 
the  Oordonsville  plank  and  lateral 
roads  to  the  point,  half-way  to  Ohan- 
cellorsville,  where  the  old  turnpike 
intersects  the  plank  road;  and  waa 
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JbplanationB : 


A.  Podttont  held  hj  Union  troopi  prerloos  to  the 

moTemeot 
K  Positioni  held  by  Bebel  troops  preTloot  to  the 

movement 
0.  Position  tsken  and  held  by  Union  troops,  April  29. 

D.  Small  force  of  Rebels  routedL  April  80. 

E.  Farthest  advance  made  by  Union  forces,  Msj  1. 

r.  Line  which  Union  forcss  retired  to  and  intrenched, 
Msyl. 


G.  Jsckson^s  attsdc  on  the  11th  corps.  May  % 

H.  Position  which  Union  forces  retired  to  and  intrenched, 

Maya 
L  Helffbts  at  Fredericksbnrf  carried  by  €th   eorpa, 

Maya 
J.  Advanced  position  attained  bv  6th  corps. 
K.  Interior  line  intrenched  previoos  to  retiring  of  Union 

f<Mf«es  across  U.  &  fora,  night  of  May  6th. 
L.  Bonte  pnrsned  by  Jadcson^s  forces. 


here  concentrated  in  time  to  watch 
the  development  of  Hooker's  offen- 
sive strategy. 

A  reconnoissance  down  the  old 
pike  for  three  miles  toward  Freder- 
icksburg having  developed  no  hostile 
force,  Glen.  Hooker  ordered"  an  ad- 
vance of  Sykes's  regulars  (3d  division, 
5th  corps)  on  that  road,  followed  by 
part  of  the  2d  corps ;  the  Ist  and  3d 
divisions  of  the  5th  corps  moving  on 
a  road  farther  north,  in  the  direction 
of  Banks's  ford ;  the  11th,  followed 
by  the  12th,  being  thrown  out  west- 
^wardly  from  ChancellorsviUe,  along 
the  two  roads,  which  are  here,  for  a 
short  distance,  blended,  but  gradually 
separate.  An  advance  of  two  or 
three  miles  toward  Fredericksburg* 
was  meditated ;  but  Sykes  had  hardly 


traversed  a  mile  when  he  met  the 
enemy  coming  on,  in  greater  force, 
and  a  sharp  conflict  ensued,  with 
mutual  loss;  the  Bebels  extending 
their  line  so  as  to  outflank  ours, 
while  Sykes  vainly  attempted  to  con- 
nect with  Slocum  (12th  corps)  on  his 
right.  Gen.  Warren,  who  was  su- 
perintending Sykes's  movement,  re- 
turned and  reported  progress  to 
Hooker,  who  ordered  Sykes  to  fall 
back,  which  Tie  did ;  bringing  off  all 
but  a  few  of  his  wounded,  and  very 
cautiously  followed  by  the  enemy. 
Thus  the  prestige  of  success,  in  the 
first  collision  of  the  stru^le,  was 
tamely  conceded  to  the  enemy ;  and 
the  day  closed  with  the  woods  and 
thickets  in  our  front  filled  with  Bebel 
sharp-shooters,  and  the  crests  of  the 
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lidgeB  occnpied  bj  his  batteries, 
whence  he  opened  on  onr  left,  upon 
onr  wagons  in  the  cleared  space 
around  the  Chancellorsville  house, 
next  morning.** 

The  3d  (Sickles^s)  corps,  having 
arrived  \>j  a  hard  march  from  below 
Fredericksburg,  had  been  mainljr 
posted  in  reserve  near  our  center, 
while  Hooker,  about  daybreak,  rode 
along  his  right,  which  he  apprehended 
was  too  far  extended,  or  not  strongly 
posted,  and  which  he  found  no  wise 
prepared  by  earthworks  and  batteries 
for  a  flank  attack;  but  he  was  as- 
sured by  Slocum  and  Howard  that 
they  were  equal  to  any  emergency. 

Thus  our  army  stood  still,  when,  at 
8  A.  K.,  Bimey,  commanding  Sickles's 
1st  division,  which  had  been  thrown 
well  forward  toward  our  right,  be- 
tween the  12th  and  the  11th  corps, 
reported  a  continuous  movement  of 
Rebel  forces  along  his  front  toward 
our  right;  whereupon,  Sickles,  at  his 
own  suggestion,  was  ordered  by  Hook- 
er to  pusb  forward  Bimey's  division, 
followed  by  another,  to  look  into  the 
matter. 

Bimey,  at  10  a.  m.,  directed  Clark's 
rifled  battery  to  open  on  the  Confed- 
erate wayfarers,  which  he  did  with 
great  efiect,  throwing  their  column 
into  disorder,  and  compelling  it  to 
abandon  the  road.  The  movement 
being  evidently  continued,  however, 
on  some  road  a  little  farther  off*. 
Sickles,  at  1  p.  m.,  directed  Bimey 
to  charge  the  passing  column ;  and 
he  did  so ;  bridging  with  rails  a  petty 
creek  in  his  front,  passing  over  his  di- 
vision and  two  batteries,  and  striking 
the  rear  of  the  Eebel  column  with 
such  force  that  he  captured  and 
brought  off  500  prisoners. 


Sunset  found  him  thus  far  ad- 
vanced, holding  the  road  over  which 
the  Bebels  were  originally  marching ; 
his  division  formed  in  square,  with 
his  artillery  in  the  center;  Barlow's 
brigade  of  the  5th  corps,  which  had 
advanced  to  support  his  right,  being 
up  with  him;  but  Whipple's  divi- 
sion of  the  3d  and  one  of  the  12th 
corps,  which  were  to  have  covered 
his  left,  being  invisibly  distant. 

Soon,  panic-stricken  ftigitives  from 
the  11th,  now  almost  directly  in  Bir- 
ney's  rear,  brought  tidings  of  a  great 
disaster.  The  Bebel  movement  to 
our  right,  along  our  front — ^which  had 
been  either  culpably  disregarded  by 
Howard,  or  interpreted  as  a  retreat 
of  the  Bebel  army  on  Eichmond — 
had  culminated,  a  little  before  6  p.  m., 
in  a  grand  burst  of  Stonewall  Jack- 
son, with  25,000  men,  on  the  exposed 
flank  of  that  corps.  Emerging  sud- 
denly from  the  thick  woods  which, 
enveloped  that  flank,  and  charging 
it  from  three  sides,  as  it  were,  the 
Bebels  caught  some  of  our  men  pre- 
paring their  suppers,  with  arms 
stacked,  and  gave  them  no  time  to 
recover.  In  a  moment,  the  1st  divis- 
ion, Gten.  Devens,  was  overwhelmed ; 
its  commander  being  among  the 
the  wounded,  and  one-third  of  his 
force,  including  every  General  and 
Colonel,  either  disabled  or  captured. 
Driven  back  in  wild  rout  down  the 
Chancellorsville  road  upon  the  posi- 
tion of  Gen.  Schurz,  it  was  found 
that  his  division  had  abeady  retreat- 
ed— ^perhaps  fled  is  the  apter  word — 
and  an  attempt  made  to  rally  and 
form  here  proved  abortive ;  the  17th 
.Connecticut,  which  bore  a  resolute 
part  in  the  effort,  had  its  Lt-OoL 
killed  and  its  Colonel  severely  wound- 
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ed.  Back  upon  Steinwehr's  division 
lolled  the  rabble  rout,  in  spite  of 
Howard's  frantic  exertions ;  and,  al- 
though a  semblance  of  organization 
and  consistency  was  here  maintained, 
the  great  maj(M*itjr  of  the  corps 
poured  down  to  ChuicellorsTiUe  and 
beyond,  spreading  the  infection  of 
their  panic,  and  threatening  to  stam- 
pede the  entire  army. 

Sickles  had  been  preparing  to 
strike  a  still  heavier  blow  than  that 
of  Bimey,  and  had,  to  that  end, 
obtained  from.  Hooker  Pleasanton's 
cavalry,  perhaps  1,000  strong,  with 
permission  to  call  on  Howard  and 
Slocum  for  aid ;  whai  he  was  thun- 
derstruck by  tidings  that  Howard's 
corps  was  demolished.  As  he  had 
heard  no  firing  of  consequence,  he 
refused  at  first  to  credit  the  story; 
but  he  was  soon  constrained  to  be- 
lieve it.  Not  only  was  the  11th  corps 
gone,  but  the  triumphant  Bebels  were 
in  his  rear,  betw6€(p  him  and  head- 
quarters; so  that  when,  recalling 
Bimey  from  his  advanced  position, 
he  sent  to  Hooker  for  his  3d  division, 
he  was  informed  that  it  could  not  be 
sent — ^Hooker  having  been  obliged  to 
use  it  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
enemy,  and  prevent  their  driving 
him  from  ChanceUorsviDe. 

Sickles  was  in  a  critical  position ; 
but  he  had  now  his  two  divisions  in 
hand,  with  his  artillery — ^which  had 
not  been  used  in  Bimey's  advance — 
massed  in  a  cleared  field ;  where  Pleas- 
anton,  coming  in  from  the  fix>nt  with 
a  part  of  his  force,  met  the  rushing 
.  flood  of  fdgitives  from  the  right,  and 
was  told  that  a  charge  of  cavalry  was 
required  to  stop  the  enemy's  advance. 
(He  had  at  most  500  men,  wherewith 
to  arrest  a  charge  of  35,000,  led  by 
Stonewall  Jackson.)  Turning  to  Maj. 


£eenan,  8th  Pennsylvania,  he  said, 
^^  You  must  charge  into  those  woods 
with  your  regiment,  and  hold  the 
Bebels  until  I  can  get  some  of  these 
guns  into  position.  You  must  do  it, 
at  whatever  cost."  "  I  will,"  was  the 
calm,  smiling  response  of  the  patriot, 
who  well  understood  that  theoi^er  was 
his  death-warrant.  Ten  minutes  later, 
he  was  dead,  and  a  good  part  of  his 
raiment  lay  bleeding  around  him ; 
but  thdr  charge  had  stayed  the  Bebel 
rush,  and  ^labled  Pleasanton  to  get 
his  own  battery  of  horse  artillery  into 
position,  his  guns  double-shotted  with 
canister,  and  trained  on  the  ground, 
200  yards  distant,  over  which  the 
enemy  must  come  on.  And  now, 
clearing  the  field  of  fugitives,  pick- 
ing up  what  guns  and  ammunition 
he  could  from  the  wreck  of  the  11th 
corps,  and  adding  these  to  Sickles's, 
he  had  them  all  properly  posted  and 
double-shotted,  and  was  ready  for  his 
expected  visitors. 

He  had  not  long  to  wait.  The 
woods  in  his  front  were  by  this  time 
frdl  of  them ;  darkness  was  falling ; 
and  some  of  the  enemy  resorted  to 
the  unworthy  stratagem  (quite  too 
common  on  either  side)  of  displaying 
a  false  flag,  and  pretending  to  be 
friends.  One  of  our  gunners  ex- 
claimed, ^^  Qeneral,  that  is  our  flag  I" 
whereupon  he  sent  forward  an  aid  to 
ascertain.  ^^  Come  on,  we  are  friends  I" 
was  called  out;  and,  in  another 
moment,  the  woods  blazed  with  mus- 
ketry, and  the  Eebels  charged  out  of 
them,  rushing  upon  our  guns;  which 
that  instant  opened,  and  swept  whole 
ranks  of  them  away.  Three  charges 
were  thus  made — one  of  them  to 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  guns — ^but 
each  was  repelled  with  great  slaugh- 
ter; though  Pleasanton  had  no  in- 
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ftntry  support  worth  naming  for  his 
batteries;  and  his  few  remaining 
troopers,  being  green  recroits,  were 
not  adapted  to  such  an  emergency ; 
yet  these  ibr  a  time  were  all  the  snp- 
porthehad. 

In  front  of  these  batteries,  fell  Stone- 
wall Jackson,  mortaUj  wounded — hj 
the  fire  of  hk  own  men,  they  say ;  ** 
but  it  was  dark,  in  dense  woods, 
and  men  w^re  falling  all  around 
bim  from  our  canister  and  grape; 
80  that  it  is  not  impossible  that  he 
was  among  them.  Prisoners  taken 
by  Pleasanton  soon  afterward  told 
him  that  Jackson  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  mentioned  oth^  high 
officers  as,  like  him,  stricken  down  by 
oxur  fire ;  adding  that  their  forces  were 
**  badly  cut  up,'^  and,  ^^  as  to  the 
men,  tiiey  were  disorganized."  Still, 
it  seems  probable  that  Jackson  fell 
by  a  fire  from  his  own  infantry,  deliv- 
ered in  accordance  with  his  orders. 


Eos  loss  was  the  greatest  yet  sus> 
tained  by  either  party  in  the  fall  of  a 
single  man;  though  Sidney  Jdm8t<m 
had  probably  military  talents  of  a 
higher  order.  But  Jackson's  pow^ 
over  his  men  was  unequaled;  and  it 
was  justified  by  the  soundness  of  his 
judgment  as  well  as  the  intrepidity 
of  his  character.  Contrary  to  the 
vulgar  notion,  hk  attacks  were  all 
well  considered,  and  based  on  a  cai^ 
frQ  calculation  of  forces;  and  he 
showed  as  high  qualities  in  reusing 
to  squander  his  men  toward  the  close 
of  the  fray  at  Antietam,  and  again  at 
Fredericksburg,  as  he  did  in  his  most 
brilliant  charges.  Accident  seemed 
to  favor  him  at  times,  especially  in 
his  later  Yalley  campaign ;  but  tii^ 
acddent  is  apt  to  favor  a  commander 
who  is  never  asleep  when  there  is 
anything  to  be  gained  or  hoped  from 
being  awake,  and  who,  if  required, 
can  march  his  men  fi>rty  miles  per 


■•  "  The  Life  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  by  a  Tir- 
ginian,'*  gives  the  following  aooountof  his  &11: 

**  Gen.  Jackson  ordered  Qtia.  Hill  to  adranoe 
"With  his  division,  reserving  his  fire  unless  eaoairy 
approached  from  the  direction  of  the  enemy;  and 
then,  with  that  burning  and  intense  enthusiasm 
for  conflict  which  laj  under  his  calm  exterior, 
hastened  forward  to  the  line  of  skirmishers  who 
"were  hotlj  engaged  in  front  Such  was  his 
ardor,  at  this  critical  moment^  and  his  anxiety  to 
penetrate  the  movements  of  the  enemj,  doubly 
screened  as  they  were  by  the  dense  forest  and 
gathering  darkness,  that  he  rode  ahead  of  his 
sldrmishers,  and  exposed  himself  to  a  close  and 
dangerous  fire  from  the  eneniy*s  sharp-shooters, 
posted  in  the  timber. 

**  So  great  was  the  danger  which  he  thus  ran, 
that  one  of  his  staff  said :  '  Qeneral,  don't  you 
think  this  is  the  wrong  place  for  you  V,  He  re- 
plied quickly:  'The  danger  is  all  over:  the  ene- 
my is  routed.  Go  back,  and  tell  A.  P.  HOI  to 
press  right  onP  Soon  after  giving  this  order, 
Gen.  Jackson  turned,  and,  accompanied  by  his 
staff  and  escort^  rode  back  at  a  trot,  on  his  well- 
known  *  Old  Sorrel,*  toward  his  own  men.  Un- 
happily, in  the  darkness — it  was  now  9  or  10 
o'dook  at  night— the  little  body  of  horsemen  was 
mistaken  for  Federal  cavalry  charging,  and  the 
regiments  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  fired 
ft  sudden  volley  Into  them  with  the  most  lament- 
able results.  Capt  BosweU,  of  <)en.  Jackson's 
auS,  was  killed,  and  borne  into  our  lines  by  his 


horse;  Ool  Crutchfield,  Chief  of  Artillery,  wai 
wounded ;  and  two  couriers  were  killed.  Gen. 
Jackson  received  one  ball  hi  his  left  arm,  two 
inches  below  the  shoulder  Joint,  shattering  the 
bone  and  severing  the  diief  artery;  a  seooiid 
passed  through  the  same  arm,  between  the  elbow 
and  wristy  nuiking  its  exit  through  the  palm  ot 
the  hand;  a  third  ball  entered  the  palm  of  hia 
right  hand,  about  the  middle,  and,  passing 
through,  broke  two  of  the  bones. 

"  m  fell  Arom  his  horse,  and  was  caught  by 
Oapt  Wormly,  to  whom  he  said, '  All  my  woundiB 
are  by  my  own  men.' 

"  The  firing  was  responded  to  by  the  enemy, 
who  made  a  sudden  advance;  and,  the  Oonfeder- 
ates  falling  back,  their  foes  actually  charged  over 
Jackson's  body.  He  was  not  discovered,  how- 
ever; and,  the  Federals  being*  driven  back  in 
turn,  he  was  rescued.  Beady  hands  placed  him 
upon  a  litter,  and  he  was  borne  to  the  rear,  amid 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  One  of  the  litter- 
bearers  was  shot  down,  and  the  General  fell 
from  the  shoulders  of  the  men,  receiving  a^ 
severe  contusion,  adding  to  the  injury  of  the  arm, 
and  ii\iuring  the  side  severely.  The  enemy's 
fire  of  artillery  on  the  point  was  terrible.  Gton. 
Jackson  was  left  for  five  minutes  until  the  fire 
slackened,  then  placed  hi  an  ambulance  and  car- 
tied  to  the  field  hospital  at  Wildemess  Run.'* 

He  died,  eight  days  afterward,  at  Guineas' 
Station,  five  miles  f^om  the  place  of  his  fall,  and 
his  remains  rest  at  Lexington,  Ya.,  his  home. 
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day.  It  is  doubtful  if  all  the  advan- 
tages, including  prestige,  which  the 
Bebels  gained  around  Chancellors- 
ville,  were  not  dearly  purchased  by 
the  loss  of  Thomas  Jonathan  Jackson. 

Pleasanton,  no  longer  annoyed, 
proceeded  with  his  work,,  getting 
batteries  arranged,  with  caissons,  &c., 
from  the  dShris  left  behind  by  the 
stampeded  corps,  until  he  had  forty 
guns  in  position,  and  three  roads 
built  across  an  adjacent  marsh;  so 
that,  with  the  support  of  Sickles's 
infantiy,  he  deemed  his  position 
tenable  against  the  ^itire  Bebel 
army.  Sickles,  who  was  again  in 
communication  with  Hooker,  ad- 
vanced Bimey's  division  at  midnight, 
Hobart  Ward's  brigade  in  front, 
charging  down  the  plank  road,  driv- 
ing back  the  Rebels,  and  recovering 
a  part  of  the  ground  lost  by  Howard ; 
bringing  away  several  of  our  aban- 
doned guns  and  caissons.  And  now, 
reporting  in  person  to  Hooker,  he  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  on  Chancellors- 
ville — the  collapse  of  the  11th  corps 
haviug  rendered  our  force  inadequate, 
as  was  judged,  for  the  defense  of  so 
extended  a  front.  This  order  would 
seem  to  have  been  unfortunate.  At 
daylight,"  Sickles  commenced  the 
movement — Bimey  in  the  rear — and 
was  of  course  closely  followed  by  the 
enemy,  whose  infantry  filled  the 
woods ;  but  our  men  retired  slowly 
and  steadily,  by  successive  forma- 
tions, and  left  nothing  to  the  enemy 
but  one  dismounted  gun,  a  shattered 
caisson,  and  our  dead. 

Lee's  army  was  nearly  all  now 
concentrated  in  Hooker's  front,  and 
on  his  left  flank,  elated  with  its  easy 
rout  of  the  11th  corps  and  its  gene^ 
ral  success ;  covered  by  woods,  which 


not  merely  concealed  its  inferiority 
in  numbers,  but  rendered  it  immate- 
rial ;  while  Hooker  had  lost  heart,  by 
reason  of  Howard's  sudden  disaster ; 
and  his  subordinates  were  paralyzed 
by  their  ignorance  of  this  r^on  of 
woods  and  dense  thickets,  in -which 
they  could  rarely  determine  whether 
they  were  confronting  a  regiment  or 
a  division,  and  in  which,  with  60,000 
men  at  hand,  they  were  never  able  to 
put  in  half  that  number  so  as  to 
render  them  of  any  service. 

At  daylight,  the  Bebels  pushed  for- 
ward heavy  columns  on  their  chosen 
points  of  attack,  infesting  our  whole 
front  with  sharp-shooters,  and  keep- 
ing each  of  our  corps  which  they  had 
determined  not  to  attack  in  constant 
expectation  of  a  charge  in  force. 
But  their  main  effort  was  made  from 
the  west,  by  direct  advance  on  Chan- 
cellorsville  down  the  plank  road  on 
the  ground  wherefrom  Howard  had 
been  hurled.  Kever  did  men  charge 
with  more  desperate  determination, 
more  utter  recklessness  of  their  own 
lives,  than  did  that  morning  the  Reb- 
els, now  led  by  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  (A.  P. 
Hill  having  been  disabled  soon  after 
Jackson  was,  in  front  of  Pleasanton's 
batteries),  dashing  themselves  upon 
Sickles's  corps;  whose  forty  guns, 
ably  fought,  tore  through  their  close 
ranks  with  frightftd  carnage.  Those 
guns  were  supported  by  Berry's  and 
Bimey's  divisions  of  their  own  corps ; 
the  remaining  division  (Whipple's) 
supporting  Berry's,  as  Williams's  (of 
Slocum's  corps)  supported  Bimey's. 
Charging  up  to  the  mouths  of  our 
cannon,  the  Rebels  were  mowed  down 
by  hundreds;  but  fresh  regiments 
constantly  succeeded  those  which  had 
been  shattered ;  until  Sickles,  finding 
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Us  cartridges  miming  low,  sent  word 
to  Hooker  that  he  could  not  hold  his 
ground  without  assistance. 

Major  Tremaine,  who  bore  this 
message,  found  the  General  stunned 
and  senseless.  A  cannon-ball  had 
just  now  struck  a  pillar  of  the  Chan- 
cellorsville  house,  against  which  he 
was  leaning,  and  hurled  him  to  the 
floor.  He  was  supposed  by  his  staff 
to  be  dead  or  dying;  so  Tremaine 
could  get  no  response  to  Sickles's 
message;  and,  after  sending  once 
more  to  headquarters  in  vain.  Sickles 
— ^his  artillery  being  now  out  of  am- 
munition— ^was  obliged  to  recede  to 
his  second  line  of  defenses,  expecting 
to  be  sharply  followed,  and  to  be 
compelled  to  hold  his  ground  with 
the  bayonet.  But  the  enemy's  for- 
mation had  .been  so  completely  pul- 
verized by  our  guns,  and  their  losses 
had  been  so  fearful,  that  half  an  hour 
elapsed  before  they  renewed  their  at- 
tack. Had  a  corps  been  promptly 
sent  to  his  assistance.  Sickles  believes 
that  victory  was  his  own. 

The  precious  hour  passed,  while 
our  army  was  without  a  head.  Gton. 
Couch  was  next  in  rank,  and  might 
have  assumed  active  command  dur- 
ing Hooker's  insensibility,  but  hesi- 
tated to  do  so.  Nothing  had  been 
done  to  relieve  Sickles's  corps  of  the 
weight  of  all  Jackson's  force,  save 


that  French  and  Hancock,  with  two 
divisions  of  Couch's  corp8,had  charged 
the  left  of  the  Bebel  attacking  force, 
then  threatening  Meade's  front,  and 
forced  it  back.  But  this  scarcely 
abated  the  pressure  on  Sickles,  who 
was  freshly  assailed  in  his  new  posi- 
tion, and — ^being  still  nearly  desti- 
tute of  ammunition — ^was  again  com- 
pelled to  recoil,  aft«r  repelling,  mainly 
with  the  bayonet,  five  fierce  charges, 
and  capturing  eight  flags.  Under 
Couch's  orders,  our  army  was  gener- 
ally withdrawn  a  mile  northwfupd,  or 
toward  the  Bappahannock,leaving  the 
wreck  of  the  Chancellorsville  house 
to  the  enemy,  whose  guns  had  by  this 
time  reduced  it  to  a  heap  of  ruins. 

Sickles  testifled,  when  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War,  that  only  his  and  a  part  of  the 
12th  (Slocum's)  corps  were  engaged 
when  he  first  sent  to  Hooker  for 
help ;  and  that,  with  10,000  of  the 
30,000  then  unengaged,  he  could 
have  won  a  decided  victory.  As  it 
was,  the  fact  that  he  lost  no  prison- 
ers, while  he  took  several  hundred, 
and  that  nearly  4,000  of  his  18,000 
men  were  that  day  disabled,  indud- 
ing  two  of  his  three  division  com- 
manders (Berry  and  Whipple)  killed, 
and  Gen.  Mott,  of  the  New  Jersey 
brigade,  wounded,  without  the  loss 
of  a  gun**  on  his  repeated  retreats. 


"  Sickles,  in  his  teetimoay^  sajs: 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  battle  of  Sundaj, 
Capt  Seele/s  battery,  which  was  the  last  that 
fired  a  shot  in  the  battle  of  ChanoellorsTille,  had  45 
horses  killed,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  40  men 
killed  and  wounded ;  but,  being  a  soldier  of  great 
pride  and  ambition,  and  not  wishing  to  leave  any 
of  his  material  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he 
withdrew  so  entirely  at  his  leisure  that  he  car- 
ijed  off  all  the  harness  from  his  dead  horses, 
loading  his  cannoniers  with  it ;  he  even  took  a 
part  of  a  set  of  harness  on  his  own  arm,  and  so 
moved  to  the  rear.  I  think  this  is  as  significant 
a  fact  as  I  can  state  to  you,  indicating  the  ina- 
bOitj  of  the  enemy  to  foltow  up." 


Gen.  Hanoodc,  commanding  a  division  of  the 
2d  corps,  thus  describes,  in  his  testimony,  the 
retirement  of  our  army  from  Chancellorsville:  - 

*'  ICy  position  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chancellor  house:  and  I  had  a  fair  view  of  this 
battle,  although  my  troops  were  facing  and  fight- 
ing the  other  way.  The  first  lines  referred  to 
fimdly  melted  away,  and  the  whole  front  ap- 
peared to  pass  out  First  the  3d  corps  went 
out;  then  the  12th  corps,  after  fighting  a  long 
time;  and  there  was  nothing  left  on  that  part 
of  the  line  but  my  own  division — that  is,  on 
that  extreme  point  of  the  line  on  the  side  of  the 
Chancellor  house  toward  the  enemy.  I  was  di- 
rected to  hold  that  poeittoa  until  a  change  of 
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Baye  that  lost  at  daylight,  sufficiently 
proves  that  the  ground  we  conceded 
was  lost  by  reason  of  misfortune  or 
bad  generalship,  not  by  lack  of  valor 
or  endurance  in  our  soldiers* 

Gen.  Hooker  recovered  his  con- 
sciousness and  resumed  command  by 
noon ;  but  the  fighting  on  this  front 
was  now  nearly  over :  Lee's  attention 
being  forcibly  drawn  to  Sedgwick, 
who  was  operating  on  his  rear,  where 
Hooker  had  expected  him  to  strike 
heavily  at  an  early  hour  this  morning. 

Sedgwick,  whose  operations  had 
hitherto  been  intended  only  to  dis- 
tract attention  from  the  movement 
on  our  right,  had  been  directed  **  by 
Hooker  to  cross  at  Fredericksburg, 
and  advance  forthwith  on  the  road 
to  Chancellorsville,  demolishing  any 
force  that  might  attempt  to  bar  his 
progress,  until  he  should  fall  upon 
Lee's  rear,  simultaneously  with  an 
attack  by  Hooker  on  his  front,  and 
thus  crush  him  between  them.  How 
hazardous  such  attempts  at  concerted 
attack  on  a  great  army  from  opposite 
and  distant  points  are,  was  not  now 
to  be  first  learned. 

The  order  found  Sedgwick  already 
across  the  river,  but  at  a  point  two 
or  three  miles  below  the  city  Gten. 
Warren,  who  was  sent  by -Hooker, 
after  the  stampede  of  the  11th  corps. 


to  urge  Sedgwick  to  evince  all  possi- 
ble alacrity,  found  him,  at  8,a.  m.  of 
the  eventfril  Sunday,  just  getting  hia 
corps  in  motion,  and  explained  to  him 
Hooker's  critical  position  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  prompt  acticm  in  this  quar- 
ter. The  night  was  dear ;  there  was 
a  full  moon ;  and  it  would  not  have 
been  impossible  to  march  a  corps  from 
Sedgwick's  pontoons  to  Chancellora- 
ville  between  midnight  and  6  a.  h., 
had  there  been  nothing  in  his  way. 
But  there  was  a  serious  obstacle — to 
wit,  Lee's  army;  some  portion  of 
which  was  in  Sedgwick's  immediate 
front,  and  opened  a  straggling  fire 
on  the  heads  of  his  columns  so  soon 
as  he  commenced  his  march ;  and  at 
daylight  he  was  just  entering  Fred- 
ericksburg, instead  of  approaching 
Chancellorsville.  By  this  time.  Gib- 
bon had  laid  a  pontoon,  and  was 
crossing  into  the  city,  raising  Sedg- 
wick's force  to  nearly  80,000  men. 
Meanwhile,  the  Bebel  troops  in  this 
quarter  had  been  concentrating  on 
Marye's  hill,  where  they  had  several 
guns  in  position ;  while  a  canal  cov- 
ering their  left,  with  the  bridge$  all 
taken  up,  increased  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  the  hill  by  assault. 

One  attempt  to  clear  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  was 
repulsed ;  and  it  was  nearly  11  a.  k., 


line  of  battle  could  be  made,  and  was  to  hold  it 
until  I  was  notified  that  all  the  other  troops  had 
gotten  off.  This  necessitated  my  fighting  for  a  time 
btothways.  I  had  two  lines  of  battle ;  one  facing 
toward  Fredericksburg,  and  the  other  line  behind 
that  And  I  had  to  face  about  the  troops  in  the 
rear  line,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  enemy  in  that 
direction,  who  were  coming  cm.  I  had  a  good 
deal  of  artillery;  and,  although  the  enemy  nursed 
their  Infkntry  in  the  woods  very  near  me,  and 
attempted  to  adyance,  and  always  held  a  very 
threatening  attitude,  I  Judge  they  had  exhaust- 
ed their  troops  so  much  that  they  dared  not 
attack  me,  although  I  remained  there  for  some 
time  alone  in  this  position,  very  heavily  engaged 
with  artillery  all  the  time,  and  some  of  my  men 
of  the  rear  line  occasionally  being  shot  by  their 


infantry  at  a  distance  of  several  hundred  yardsi 
There  was  no  forcible  attack  on  me ;  and,  when  the 
time  came,  J  marched  off  to  my  new  position, 
probably  three-quarters  of  a  mile  fVom  the  old 
position,  toward  Untied  States  ford,  where  the 
new  line  of  battle  was  laid  out 

"  We  immediately  commenced  to  fortify  that 
position  by  throwing  up  rifle-pits,  and  held  it 
untQ  we  recrossed  the  river.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  had  given  up  all  those  great  roads  connect- 
ing with  Fredericksburg.  The  enemy  took  pos- 
session of  the  belt  of  woods  between  us  anS 
those  roads,  and  held  us  in  the  open  space,  and 
commenced  using  the  roads  we  had  abandoned, 
and  marched  down  and  attacked  Sedgwick,  as  it 
proved  afterward." 

*  By  order  dated  May  2, 9  p  U. :  received  at  IL 
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before  Sedgwick  liad  completed  such 
dispositions  as  he  deemed  requisite  to 
storm  the  heights ;  when,  advancing 
resolutely,  those  heights  were  quickljr 
carried;  Gen.  Howe's  (2d)  (Uvision 
forming  three  storming  columns,  im- 
der  Gen.  Neill  and  Cols.  Gfant  and 
Seaver,  and  carrying  Cemetery  hill 
under  a  heavy  &re  of  artillery,  push- 
ing thence  to  Marye's  hill,  which 
was  likewise  carried  with  little  loss ; 
our  columns  having  scarcely  been 
checked  in  their  advance :  the  Bebel 
force  (the  19th  and  20th  Mississippi, 
imder  Barksdale)  being  too  light. 
Among  the  trophies  of  this  success 
were  200  prisoners,  some  guns,  camp 
equipage,  &c. 

Having  reformed  his  brigades, 
Sedgwick,  leaving  Gibbon  at  Fred- 
ericksburg, moved  out  on  the  Chan- 
oellorsville  road  on  the  track  of 
Barksdale,  following  him  three  or 
four  miles  to  Salem  church,  where 
the  Bebels  halted  and  began  to  fight 
in  earnest ;  being  joined  by  Wilcox, 
who  had  fallen  back  from  Banks's 
ford.  The  position  was  strong,  its 
flanks  well  covered  by  woods,  and 
repeated  attempts  to  carry  it  proved 
abortive. 

By  this  time  (6  p.  m.),  Lee — ^the  fight- 
ing around  Chancellorsville  being 
over — ^had  thrown  McLaws  this  way, 
with  orders  and  men  to  stop  Sedg- 
wick's progress;  and  they  did  it. 
The  fight  continued  till  dark ;  but 
the  enemy  were  on  high  ground,  and 
held  it ;  McLaws  now  taking  com- 
mand against  us,  with  his  force  con- 
tinually   augmenting.     Being    the 


assailants,  we  of  course  lost  the 
greater  number;  and  our  men  lay 
down  on  their  arms,  with  little  hope 
of  forcing  their  way  through  to 
Hooker  on  that  line,  eq)ecially  since 
he  gave  no  signs  of  vitality,  and 
afforded  no  promise  of  vigorous 
cooperation. 

Morning  broke  ;**  and  Sedgwick's 
position  was  fast  becoming  criticaL 
The  enemy  were  not  only  in  force  on 
his  front,  but  were  feeling  around  his 
left,  and  even  back  to  the  heights 
above  Fredericksburg.  He  was  not 
strong  enough  to  fight  the  whole 
Bebel  army ;  yet,  should  Hooker  re- 
main torpid,  that  luxury  was  jost 
ahead.  He  received  several  dis- 
patches from  his  chief  during  the  day, 
evindng  a  very  unsettled  frame  of 
mind:  one,  written  eariy  in  the 
mcoming,  saying,  ^^You  must  not 
try  to  force  die  position  you  attacked 
at  6  p.  II.  Look  to  the  safety  of  your 
corps  f  another,  dated  11  x.  ic,  say- 
ing, "  If  it  is  practicable  for  you  to 
maintain  a  position  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Bappahannock,  near  Banks's 
ford,  do  so ;"  and  another,  dated  fifty 
minutes  later : 

'^  If  the  neoessar  J  information  can  be  ob- 
tained to-day,  and,  if  it  shall  be  of  the  char- 
acter the  commanding  General  anticipateSi 
it  is  his  intention  to  i^vanoe  npon  the  ene- 
my to-morrow.  In  this  event,  the  position 
<^  yonr  corps  on  the  sonth  bank  of  the 
Rappahannock  will  be  as  favorable  as  the 
General  conld  desire.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  he  desires  that  your  corps  shoold  not 
cross  the  Rappahannock." 

While  Hooker  was  thus  hesitating 
and  vacillating,^'  the  Bebels  were , 
acting.  No  linger  dreading  an  offen- 


"*  Ifonday,  May  4. 
^"^  At  1  A.  ic,  Kay  6,  Hooker  telegraphed  him : 

**  Dispatch  this  moment  received.  With- 
draw; corer  the  rirer,  and  prevent  any  force 
croesiiig.    Acknowledge  receipt" 

Sedgwick  had  accordingly  brought  across  most 


of  his  force,  under  a  heavy.  Are  of  shell;  when, 
at  3:80  A.  ic,  he  received  this  dispotcdi,  dated  20 
minutes  later  than  the  foregoing,  but  of  course 
based  on  one  intermediately  received  fh>m  him, 
(S.)  saying  that  he  could  hold  on  south  of  th« 
river  if  required  s 
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give  firom  his  side,  tliej  concentrated 
largely  upon  his  isolated  lieuten- 
ant ;  reoccupying  the  Fredericksburg 
heights,  and,  striking  him  in  flank, 
pushed  him  down  toward  the  river, 
and,  during  the  night,  over  it,  at 
Banks's  ford,  with  heavy  loss — ^hard- 
ly less  than  5,000  men." 

Sedgwick  being  now  out  of  the 
way,  Lee  was  at  liberty  to  turn  \mh 
all  his  force  on  Hooker,  who  still  re- 
mained within  his  hasty  earthworks 
between  Chancellorsville  and  the 
Bappahannock.  But  the  Bebels  had 
been  marched  and  fought  till  they 
were  exhausted,  and  had  been  fear- 
fully slaughtered  in  their  reckless 
rushes  on  our  batteries  on  Sunday. 
They  may  have  been  willing  to  re- 
peat that  madness;  but  Lee  mani- 
festly was  not.  The  day  passed  with 
little  skirmishing  and  no  serious 
fighting;  and,  at  evening.  Hooker 
called  a  coimcil  of  corps  command- 
ers, which  decided  nothing ;  but  he 
determined  to  recross  that  night,  and 
did  so,  utterly  unmolested.  He  states 
that  he  brought  back  one  gun  more 
than  he  took  over,  and  judges  that 
he  inflicted  greater  injury  than  he 
received;  That  is  probably  an  over- 
estimate: since  he    admits  a  total 


loss,  while  across  the  Bappahannock, 
of  no  lees  than  17,197  men— as  fol- 
lows: 

Sedgwick's  (6tli)  Corat,  i.601  I  Slckles's  (8d)  oorpc,  i.(W 
Bloenm^s  (12Ui)  ^  S,888  Howard's  (llth)  •*  %JB» 
Coach's  (Sd)  *"     S,(»6    Meade's  (ftth)     *"        «99 


(M) 
Bojnolds's  (1st) 


(6th) 
Cavalry,  Ac 


160; 


He  adds  that  a  Rebel  surgeon  at 
Eichmond  stated  the  loss  of  their 
side  in  these  struggles  at  18,000;" 
and  it  is  significant  that  no  official 
statement  of  their  losses  was  ever 
made,  and  that  Pollard  is  silent  on 
the  subject.  It  is  quite  probable 
that,  while  the  prestige  of  success 
was  wholly  with  the  Bebels,  their 
losses  were  actually  more  exhausting 
than  ours.  And  the  violent  storm 
and  consequent  flood  which  attended 
and  covered  Hooker's  recrossing,  set- 
ting some  of  his  pontoons  adrift  and 
threatening  to  separate  him  from  his 
resources,  is  cited  on  one  side  to  ex- 
plain his  retreat,  and  on  the  other  to 
excuse  Lee's  failure  to  molest  it. 

Hooker,  his  army  having  returned 
to  their  familiar  camping-ground  on 
the  north  of  the  Bappahannock,  is- 
sued *•  a  congratulatory  order,  where- 
in he  says : 

"The  Mi\jor-General  commanding  ten- 
ders to  this  army  his  congratulations  on  its 
achievements  of  the  last  seven  days.  If  it 
has  not  accomplished  all  that  was  expected, 


"  Yours  received,  saying  you  could  hold  posi- 
tion. Order  to  withdraw  countermanded.  Ac- 
knowledge both.** 

When  this  came  to  hand,  it  is  needless  to  add 
that  its  execution  was  impossible. 

*  Pollard  gives  the  following  account  of  this 
movement  from  the  Rebel  aide;  which  must 
serve  for  want  of  a  better : 

"  The  enemy,  however,  was  not  yet  defeated. 
One  more  struggle  remained;  and,  to  make  that, 
the  enemy  during  the  night  massed  a  heavy 
force  against  Mcljaws's  left,  in  order  to  establi^ 
oonununioation  with  Hooker  along  the  river 
road.  Anderson  moved  rapidly  to  the  support 
of  McLaws,  and  reached  the  diurch  about  12 
IL,  having  marched  15  miles.  Gen.  Lee  having 
arrived  on  the  field,  ordered  Anderson  to  move 
round  the  church  and  establish  his  right  on 
Sarly*8  left  (Early  having  come  up  ttom  Hamil- 


ton's crossing,  in  rear  of  the  enemy).  The  ene- 
my having  weakened  his  left,  in  order  to  force 
McLaws  and  gain  the  river  road,  Gen.  Lee 
massed  a  heavy  force  upon  this  weakened  part 
of  the  enemy,  and,  at  a  concerted  signal,  Ander- 
son and  Early  ru^ed  upon  the  enemy*s  left. 

"  The  signal  for  the  general  attack  was  not 
given  until  Just  before  sunset,  when  our  men 
rushed  upon  the  enemy  like  a  hurricane.  But 
little  resistance  was  made :  the  beaten  foe  having 
fled  in  wild  confUsion  in  the  direction  of  Banks*a 
ford.  At  dark,  a  short  pause  ensued;  but, 
as  soon  as  the  moon  rose,  the  enemy  was 
speedily  driven  to  Banks*s  ford,  and  on  that 
night  of  the  4th  of  May  ended  this  remarkal^e 
series  of  battles  on  the  lines  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock." 

^  Among  them,  Geiv  Paxton,  killed;  and 
Gen.  Heth,  wounded. 

•*Mi^6th. 
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the  reasons  are  well  known  to  the  armj. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  they  were  of  a  charac- 
ter not  to  he  foreseen  nor  prevented  hj  hu- 
man sagacity  or  resonrces. 

'*  In  withdrawing  from  the  south  hank  of 
the  Rappahannock  before  delivering  a  gen- 
eral battle  to  our  adversaries,  the  army  has 
given  renewed  evidence  of  its  confidence  in 
itself  and  its  fidelity  t^  the  principles  it  rep- 
resents. In  fighting  at  a  disadvantage,  we 
would  have  been  recreant  to  our  trust,  to 
ourselves,  our  cause,  and  our  country.  Pro- 
foundly loyal,  and  conscious  of  its  strength, 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  give  or  de- 
cline battle  whenever  its  interest  or  honor 
may  demand.  It  will  also  be  the  guardian 
of  its  own  history  and  its  own  honor. 

"  By  our  celerity  and  secrecy  of  move- 
ment, our  advance  and  passage  of  the  rivers 
was  undisputed,  and,  on  our  withdrawal,  not 
a  Rebel  ventured  to  follow. 

"  The  events  of  last  week  may  swell  with 
pride  the  heart  of  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  this  army.  We  have  added  new  luster  to 
its  former  renown.  We  have  made  long 
marches,  crossed  rivers,  surpris^^d  the  ene- 
my in  his  intrenchments,  and,  wherever  we 
have  fought,  have  inflicted  heavier  blows 
than  we  have  received.  We  have  taken 
from  the  enemy  5,000  prisoners,  15  colors; 
captured  and  brought  off  7  pieces  of  artil- 
lery ;  placed  hor$  de  combat  18,000  of  his 
chosen  troops;  destroyed  his  d^p6ts  filled 
with  vast  amounts  of  stores ;  deranged  his 
communications ;  captured  prisoners  within 
the  fortifications  of  his  capital,  and  filled  his 
country  with  fear  and  consternation.  We 
have  no  other  regret  than  that  caused  by 
the  loss  of  our  brave  companions ;  and  in 
this  we  are  consoled  by  the  conviction  that 
they  have  fallen  in  the  holiest  cause  ever 
submitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  battle." 

Lee  issued  a  kindred  order  next 
day ;  in  which,  with  at  least  equal 
justice  and  modesty,  he  says : 

"  With  heartfelt  gratification,  the  Gene- 
ral commanding  expresses  to  the  army  his 
sense  of  the  heroic  conduct  displayed  by 
officers  and  men,  during  the  arduous  opera- 
tions in  which  they  have  just  been  en- 
gaged. 

*'  Under  trying  vicissitudes  of  heat  and 
fltorm,  you  attacked  the  enemy,  strongly 
intrenched  in  the  depths  of  a  tangled  wil- 
derness, and  again  on  the  hills  of  Freder- 
icksburg, fifteen  miles  distant,  and  by  the 
valor  that  has  triumphed  on  so  many  fields, 
ftftrced  him  once  more  to  seek  safety  beyond 
the  Rappahannock.  While  this  glorious  vic- 
tory entitles  you  to  the  praise  and  gratitude 
of  the  nation,  we  are  especially  called  upon 


to  return  our  grateful  thanks  to  the  only 
Giver  of  victory,  for  the  signal  deliverance 
He  has  wrought. 

**  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  recommended 
that  the  troops  unite  on  Sunday  next  in 
ascribing  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts  the  glory  due 
His  name. 

"  Let  us  not  forget,  in  our  rejoicings,  the 
brave  soldiers  who  have  fallen  in  defense  of 
their  country ;  and,  while  we  mourn  their 
loss,  let  us  resolve  to  emulate  their  noble 
example.  The  army  and  the  country  alike 
lament  the  absence  for  a  time  of  one  [Jack- 
son] to  whose  bravery,  energy,  and  skill 
they  are  so  much  indebted  for  success." 


The  operations  of  our  cavalry,  un- 
der Stoneman  and  Averill,  had  been 
ill-judged,  feeble,  and  inefficient  as 
well  could  be.  Averill,  who  was  on 
the  right,  went  out  to  Culpepper 
Court  House,  and  thence  to  the  Rapi- 
dan;  where  he  remained,  attempt- 
ing nothing  and  achieving  it,  tiU  an 
order  from  Hooker  reached"  him, 
directing  his  return  to  the  north  side 
of  the  Eappahannock ;  which  was 
obeyed  with  alacrity. 

Stoneman  himself  pushed  down  by 
Louisa  Court  House  and  Yancey  ville 
to  Thompson's  Cross-Roads,  on  the 
South  Anna ;  having  meantime  sent 
Col.  Wyndham  with  a  detachment 
to  Columbia,  on  the  James,  where  a 
little  damage  was  done  and  more  at- 
tempted to  the  James  and  Kanawha 
CanaL  Gen,  Gregg,  with  the  1st 
Maine  and  10th  New  York,  was  im- 
pelled eastward,  to  destroy  the  rail- 
road bridge  on  the  Fredericksburg 
road  at  Ashland ;  but  proved  unequal 
to  the  task,  and  contented  himself 
with  burning  two  or  three  turnpike 
bridges;  falling  back  upon  Stone- 
man. Col.  Judson  Kilpatrick  was 
sent,  with  the  Harris  Light,  to  cut 
the  railroads  leading  northward  from 
Richmond  still  nearer  that  city,  and 
struck"  the  Fredericksburg  road  at 


'Ma7  2. 
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Ilimgarj,  cut  it,  pressing  thence  to 
the  Virginia  Central  road,  near  Mead- 
ow Bridge,  doing  there  a  little  mis- 
chief, and  thence  pnshing  north-east^ 
ward  across  the  Pamunkej  near  Han- 
over, and  the  Mattaponjr  at  Aylett's, 
to  King  and  Queen  Court  House,  and 
thence  south-eastwardlj  to  our  lines** 
at  Gloucester  Point,  on  York  river. 
Lt-Col.  B.  F.  Davis,  12th  Illinois,  had 
meantime  passed**  down  the  South 
Anna  to  Ashland,  where  he  tore  up 
some  rails  and  captured  a  train  of 
sick,  whom  he  paroled,  and  crossed 
thence  to  Hanover  Station  on  the 
Central,  which  was  fractured,  and 
considerable  Confederate  property  de- 
stroyed. Davis  then  pushed  down 
to  within  seven  miles  of  Richmond, 
where  he  bivouacked  that  night,  and 
set  his  face  next  morning  toward 
Williamsburg  on  the  Peninsula ;  but 
was  stopped  ai^l  turned  aside  by  a 
Rebel  force  at  TunstalPs  Station, 
near  White  House ;  moving  thence 
northward  until  he  fell  in  with  Eil- 
patrick  near  King  and  Queen  Court 
House,  and  escap^  with  him  to  Qen. 
King's  outpost  at  Oloucester  Point. 
Stoneman,  with  Gregg  and  Buford, 
turned  back*"  from  Tanceyville,  re- 
crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Raccoon  ford, 
and  the  Ri^pahannock  at  Kelly's 
ford.- 

Attempts  were  made  to  represent 
Stoneman's  movement  as  successful, 
when  it  was  in  fact  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  failuresof  the  war, though 
it  might  and  should  have  been  far 
otherwise.  His  force,  if  held  well  to- 
gether, was  sufficient  to  have  severed 
for  at  least  a  week  all  connection 
by  rail  or  telegraph  between  Lee  and 
Richmond,  riding  right  over  any  ar- 
ray of  cavahy  that  could  have  been 


sent  againstit,  and  cutting  the  Fred- 
ericksburg road  at  or  above  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Central ;  as,  below  that 
point,  cutting  one  of  those  roads, 
even  permanentiy,  was  of  little  use ; 
since  conmiunication  between  Rich- 
mond and  Fredericksburg  might  be 
maintained  by  either.  By  keeping 
his  entire  force  in  hand,  and  thus  go- 
ing where  and  as  he  would.  Stone- 
man  might  have  destroyed  the  prin- 
cipal bridges  on  both  roads,  render- 
ing them  impassable  for  weeks ;  and 
brought  away  thousands  of  able-bod- 
ied negroes,  mounted  on  as  many 
serviceable  horses.  As  it  was,  by 
dissipating  his  forces,  he  rendered 
them  too  weak  at  most  points  to  effect 
any  thing,  and  kept  them  running 
from  the  enemy  instead  of  running 
after  them ;  thus  giving  to  his  expe- 
dition the  appearance  rather  of  a  for- 
tive  raid  on  smoke-houses  and  hen* 
roosts  than  that  of  an  important 
movement  in  a  great  war.  The  few 
littie  gaps  made  in  the  railroads 
by  his  detachments  were  easily  and 
quickly  closed ;  while  the  300  horses 
and  mules  he  brought  away  would 
not  half  replace  the  horses  broken 
down  by  his  men — ^mainly  in  keep- 
ing out  of  the  enemy's  way. 


While  Hooker  was  preparing  for 
and  executing  his  movem^it  across 
the  Rappahannock,  Longstreet,  with 
a  large  force,  was  aiming  a  similar 
blow  at  the  extreme  left  of  our  posi- 
tion in  Virginia ;  where  G^n.  tfohn 
J.  Peck  held  the  littie  village  of 
Suffolk,  with  a  force  ultimately  in- 
creased to  14,000  men,  aided  by  three 
gunboats  on  the  Blackwater.  Suf- 
folk being  an  important  railroad 
junction,  covering  the  landward  ap- 
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proadies  to  Korfolk,  and  yirtnally 
oommanding  that  portion  of  North 
Carolina  which  lies  east  of  the  Chow- 
an, had  been  occupied  and  fortified 
for  the  Union  not  long  after  the  re- 
covery of  liforfolky  and  a  fight  had 
occurred"  at  Kelly's  Store,  eight 
miles  south  of  it,  between  a  Bebel 
force  under  Gen.  Boger  A.  Pryor  and 
a  Union  expedition  under  Gen.  M. 
Corcoran,  wherein  both  sides  claimed 
the  advantage.  Our  loss  was  24 
killed  and  80  wounded.  Pryor  re- 
ports that  his  loss  ^*  will  not  exceed 
50;"  among  them  CoL  Poage,  5th 
Virginia,  and  Capt.  Dobbins,  killed. 
Suffolk  was  never  seriously  threat- 
ened till  the  Spring  of  1863,  when 
Longstreet  advanced  **  against  it  with 
a  force  which  Peck  estimates  at 
40,000:  24,000  (three  divisions)  hav- 
ing  been  drawn  from  Lee's  army; 
while  D.  H.  Hill  had  brought  a  fall 


division  from  North  Carolina.  There 
was  sharp  fighting  during  the  ensu- 
ing week,  but  the  advantages  of  shel- 
ter and  of  naval  cooperation  on  our 
side  overbalanced  that  of  superior 
numbers ;  and  every  attempt  to  break 
through  our  rather  extended  lines  was 
decidedly  repulsed.  A  Bebel  battery 
having  been  planted  near  the  west 
branch  of  the  Nansemond,  it  was 
stormed  and  carried  by  Gen.  Getty, 
with  the  8th  Connecticut  and  89th 
New  York,  aided  by  Lt  Lamson  and 
our  gunboats:  6gunsand200prison- 
ersbeingthenetprofit.  Still,  the  siege 
was  prosecuted,  with  no  decided  suc- 
cess, until  May  3d ;  when  Longstreet 
gave  it  up  and  drew  oflF— doubtless 
under  orders  given  by  Lee  when  he 
seemed  most  in  need  of  help  on  the 
Bappahannoiik.  Peck  estimates  the 
Bebel  loss  during  the  siege  at  2,000 
men ;  while  ours  was  inconsiderable^ 


XVIL 
lEE'S    ABMY    ON  FBEE    SOIL— QETTTSBUBG. 


WmiiX  Gen.  Hooker  and  his  army, 
having  returned  to  their  old  quarters 
about  Falmouth,  were  still  looking 
across  the  Bappahannock  at  the 
heights  and  woods  so  recently  and 
so  fruitlessly  crimsoned  with  their 
blood,  G^n.  Lee  was  impelled  to 
break  the  brief  rest  by  a  determined 
and  daring  offensive.  He  was,  of 
^course,  aware  that  our  army  had  been 
depleted,  directly  after  its  sanguinary 
experience  of  Chancellorsville,  by 
the  mustering  out  of  some  20,000 
nine  months'  and  two  years'  men; 
while    his    own    had  been    largely 


swelled  by  the  hurried  return  of 
Longstreet  and  his  corps  from  their 
sterile  and  wasteful  demonstration 
on  Suffolk,  and  by  drafts  on  every 
quarter  whence  a  regiment  could  be 
gleaned ;  so  that  it  is  probable  that 
the  superiority  in  numbers  was  tem- 
porarily on  Us  side ;  but  why  not 
seek  directly  a  collision,  which 
*'  Fighting  tfoe^'  would  so  readily 
have  accorded  ?  Why  shun  the  con- 
venient and  inspiring  neighborhood 
of  Cedar  Mountain  and  Bull  Bun  for 
one  more  remote,  and  which  invoked 
ominous  redoUections  of  South  Moun* 
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tain  and  the  Antietam !  Orant  was 
beginning  to  be  triumphant  in  Mis- 
sissippi, and  would  soon  be  thunder- 
ing at  the  gates  of  Vicksburg ;  Dick 
Taylor,  chased  ahnost  out  of  Louis- 
iana by  Banks,  could  do  little  toward 
the  rescue  of  threatened  Port  Hud- 
son: why  not  spare  Longstreet  to 
needy,  beseeching  Jo.  Johnston, 
enabling  him  to  overwhelm  Grant 
and  then  to  crush  out  Banks,  restor- 
ing the  Confederate  ascendency  on 
the  Mississippi,  while  simply  holding 
on  along  the  Kappahannock,  trusting 
to  the  great  advantages  afforded  to 
the  defensive  by  the  rugged  topogra- 
phy of  that,  region,  and  to  the  terrors 
inspired  by  the  memories  of  Frede- 
ricksburg and  Chancellorsville  { 

In  fact,  Lee's  invasion  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  at  that  juncture 
was  justifiable  on  political  grounds 
alone.  The  Confederate  chiefs  must 
have  acted  on  the  strength  of  trusted 
assurances  that  the  Northern  Peace 
Democracy,  detesting  the  Emancipa- 
tion policy  now  steadfastly  ascendant 
at  Washington,  and  weary  of  high 
taxes,  dear  fabrics,  a  disordered  cur- 
rency, and  an  enormous  yet  swelling 
National  Debt,  were  ripe  for  revolt : 
so  that  a  Eebel  victory  on  Northern 
soil  would  enable  the  devotees  of 
Slavery  in  the  loyal  States  to  seize 
upon  the  pending  Conscription  and 
wield  it  as  an  engine  of  revolution. 
Lee  hints  this  obscurely  where,  in 
the  opening  of  his  report  on  this 
campaign,  after  trying  to  give  mili- 
tary reasons  for  his  movement,  and 
failing  to  satisfy  himself  of  their 
plausibility,  he  says : 

**  In  addition  to  these  resnlts.  it  was  hoped 
that  other  wiludbU  resuUi  mignt  be  attained 
by  military  success.^^ 


A  month  had  barely  elapsed  smoe 
Hooker  recrossed  the  Rappahannock, 
when  Lee  put  his  columns  in  motion 
up  the  southern  bank  of  that  river. 
McLaws's  division  of  Longstreet's 
corps  led  *  the  march  from  Freder- 
icksburg, followed  •  by  EwelPs  coipe ; 
while  Hood  moved  up  from  the 
Bapidan;  all  concentrating,  with 
the  cavalry  under  J,  E.  B.  Stuart, 
on  Culpepper  Court  House.  These 
movements  were  of  course  carefully 
screened  from  observation  on  cor 
side ;  A.  P.  Hill's  corps  being  left  to 
make  as  much  display  as  possible 
in  and  around  Fredericksburg :  bat 
Hooker  was  soon  aware  that  some- 
thing unusual  was  in  progress,  and 
threw '  over  Gen.  Howe's  division  of 
the  6th  corps  a  little  below  the  city, 
to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  were  still  in 
force  there.  Hill  soon  convinced  him 
that  they  were ;  creating  an  impres- 
sion that  there  had  been  no  material 
reduction  of  the  Rebel  strength  in 
that  quarter ;  but,  as  it  was  not  his 
policy  to  fight,  and  Howe  did  not 
care  to  attack  the  entire  Rebel  army, 
there  was  no  serious  conflict.  Howe, 
aft«r  some  careful  skirmishing,  de- 
sisted, and  ultimately  withdrew  with- 
out loss. 

It  being  at  length  clear  that  the 
enemy  were  operating  on  our  right. 
Hooker  massed  his  cavalry  near  Cat- 
lett's  Station,  giving  its  command  to 
Pleasanton,  who  speedily  prepared 
to  look  across  the  Rappahannock  and 
see  what  was  going  on  there.  n« 
was  backed  by  two  small  but  choice 
brigades  of  infantry  under  Gen. 
Ames,  of  the  11th,  and  Gen.  Russell, 
of  the  6th  corps,  each  taking  a  bat- 
tery ;  and  the  whole  moved  quietly 
down  to    Kelly's  and   to    Beverly 
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fordfli  six  miles  apart,  where  they 
were  to  cross  in  two  divisions,  and 
advance  on  Culpepper  0.  H.  (aldas 
Fairfax),  where  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  was 
understood  to  be.  But  scarcely  had 
Gen^  Buford's  cavalry,  supported  by 
Ameses  infantry,  crossed*  Beverly 
ford,  when  they  were  sharply  en- 
gaged ;  the  Rebel  ferry  guard,  whom 
they  had  hoped  to  surprise,  falling 
back  on  Jones's  cavalry  brigade,  en- 
camped just  behind,  and  checking 
our  advance  until  these  could  mount 
and  charge;  when  the  8th  New 
York  was  routed  with  loss,  and  Col. 
B.  F.  Davis,*  its  commander,  killed. 
The  8th  Illinois  cavalry,  now  charg- 
ing, drove  the  enemy  back  in  disor- 
der :  meantime,  Gen.  Russell  brought 
over  his  infantry,  and  •Pleasanton 
directed  him  to  engage  them  in  front, 
while  Buford,  with  the  cavalry, 
should  strike  them  in  flank.  The 
charge  was  made  with  spirit  by  the 
6th  Pennsylvania,  supported  by  the 
6th  and  6th  regulars ;  but,  just  as  the 
6th  had  reached  the  enemy's  guns, 
it  was  charged  in  turn  by  two  regi- 
ments of  Rebel  cavalry  which  burst 
from  the  woods  on  its  flank,  and 
routed  with  heavy  loss. 

Pleasanton  now  foimd  himself  in  a 
hornets'  nest.  Every  moment  in- 
creased the  force  in  his  front,  which 
had  an  infantry  corps  at  hand  to  draw 
upon ;  while  Gr^g,  who  had  crossed 
at  Kelly^s  ford,  and  had  sent  word  at 
8  A.  M.  that  he  would  soon  be  up,  did 
not  make  his  appearance  till  aflber- 
noon.'  The  %ht  was  therefore  al- 
lowed to  drag,  in  this  quarter ;  each 
side  covering  itself  with  woods  and 
shelling  or  sharp-shooting,  as  oppor- 


tunity oflfered,  until  about  1  p,  ii., 
when  Gregg  came  up.  He  had  been 
fighting  pretty  steadily  all  the  morn- 
ing, charging  and  being  charged  in 
turn,  and  had  crowded  his  antago- 
nists back  to  Brandy  Station,  where, 
Col.  Wyndham  reported,  they  were 
bringing  up  infantry  in  railroad  cars. 
Gregg's  cavalry  had  fought  well,  and 
taken  150  prisoners,  but  had  lost 
heavily.  The  two  divisions  were 
now  connected,  and  the  Rebels  in 
their  immediate  front  pushed  back ; 
two  r^ments  narrowly  escaping  cap- 
ture. And  now  Pleasanton  saw  that 
he  must  begin  to  fall  back  or  prepare 
to  fight  half  of  Lee's  army ;  so  he  re- 
treated to  the  fords  and  recrossed  about 
dark ;  having  lost  about  500  men,  and 
brought  off  over  100  prisoners. 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart  (who  of  couioe 
claims  the  result  as  his  victory)  ad- 
mits a  loss  of  over  600  of  his  cavalry 
in  this  affair,  including  Col.  Saul  Wil- 
liams, 2d  N.  C,  and  Lt.-Col.  Frank 
Hampton,,  2d  S.  C,  killed ;  Gen.  W. 
H.  F.  Lee  and  Cols.  Butler  and  Har- 
man  being  among  his  wounded.  He 
claims  3  guns  and  a  good  many  small 
arms  captured;  and  an  unofficial 
Rebel  accoimt  says  they  took  886 
prisoners,  including  wounded. 

Considered  as  a  reconnoissance  in 
force,  Pleasanton's  expedition  was  a 
decided  success.  There  was  no  long- 
er any  doubt — ^if  there  had  been  till 
now — that  the  Rebel  army  was  in 
this  quarter,  and  tending  westward. 
There  had  been  a  grand  review  of 
all  the  cavalry  of  the  army  at  Cul- 
pepper Court  House,  a  few  days  be- 
fore; Gen.  Lee  and  his  staff  being 
present.    Pleasanton  sent  over  next 


*  June  9,  at  daylight 

*  Who  led  the  cavalry  safelj  out  of  Harper's 
Ferry  jnat  before  Milee  surrendered  it;  captur- 

VOL.  n. — 24 


ing  Longstreet*8  ammunition  train  on  his  way  to 
Pennsylvania.  Among  our  wounded  here  was 
OoL  Perpy  Wyndham. 
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daj  to  aBcertam  the  fate  of  some  of 
his  missing  officers,  and  received  for 
answer  that  every  thing  had  been 
done  for  our  wounded  that  humanity 
dictates,  but  that  they  could  hold  no 
fiirth^  communication  with  him 
save  by  truce-boat  on  •  the  James. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  already  ascer- 
tained by  our  reconnoissance  that 
a  Bebel  column  of  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery, moving  westward,  had  been 
three  hours  and  a  half  in  passing 
through  Sperryville,  near  the  Blue 
Bidge ;  so  that  the  Bebel  army  must 
be  making  its  way  into  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  once  more. 

Two  days  later,  250  Rebel  cavalry 
dashed  across  the  Potomac  at  Ed- 
wards's ferry,  driving  back  part  of  the 
6th  Michigan  cavalry,  picketing  the 
river,  and  burning  their  camp— re- 
crossing,  of  course,  but  making  no 
haste  to  quit  that  neighborhood.  It 
was  dear  that  active  hostilities  in 
that  direction  were  meditated. 

Still,  Howe's  division  remained 
across  the  lower  KapDahannock,  well 
intrenched,  as  were  the  Rebels  in 
its  front ;  and  Gen.  Hooker,  though 
he  had  begun*  to  send  his  sick  and 
wounded  to  "Washington,  lingered  on 
the  Rappahannock,  as  if  doubtful  of 
Lee's  real  purpose,  and  expecting  to 
find  him  advancing  by  Warrenton  to 
Bull  Run ;  when  a  blow  was  struck 
that  dissipated  all  reasonable  doubt. 

Gen.  R.  H.  Milroy  was  in  com- 
mand in  the  Valley,  holding  Win- 
chester, under  Gen,  Schenck  as  de- 
partment conmiander  at  Baltimore, 
to  whom  Halleck  had  suggested  that 
Milroy's  position  seemed  perilous ;  he 
having  too  many  men  to  lose,  yet 
not  enough  to  insure  his  safety.  His 
entire  force  numbered  some  10,000 


men,  whereof  7,000  may  have  been 
considered  effective.  Of  these,  one 
brigade,  CoL  A.  T.  McReynolds,  was 
thrown  out  on  his  right,  holding  Ber- 
ryviUe,  observing  the  adjacent  passes 
of  the  Blue  Ridge  and  fords  of  the 
Shenandoah ;  while  his  cavalry  scouts 
patroled  the  Valley  so  far  as  Front 
Royal  and  Strasburg.  So  early  as 
June  1st,  he  felt  that  the  ^lemj 
holding  the  Valley  above  him  were 
inclined  to  crowd  ;  and,  on  the  12th, 
he  sent  out  a  strong  reconnoissance 
on  either  road  to  ascertain  what  this 
meant.  That  on  the  Strasburg  road 
went  nearly  to  Middletown,  where 
its  troopers  decoyed  a  Rebel  cavalry 
patrol  into  an  ambush,  and  routed  it 
with  a  loss  of  50  killed  and  wounded 
and  37  prisoners.  CoL  Shawl  re- 
turned to  Winchester,  and  reported 
no  force  on  that  road  which  had  not 
been  there  for  months. 

On  the  Front  Royal  road,  the  12th 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  Lt.-Col.  Moss, 
400  strong,  went  only  to  Cedarville, 
12  miles,  and  returned,  reporting 
that  they  had  been  stopped  by  a  large 
Rebel  force ;  but  Milroy  refused  to 
credit  the  story ;  insisting  that  they 
had  been  too  easily  frightened,  and 
that,  if  any  such  force  covld  be  there, 
he  should  have  heard  of  its  approach 
from  Hooker  or  Halleck ;  neverthe- 
less, he  advised  McReynolds  to  look 
sharp.  Next  morning,'  however,  his 
patrols  on  the  Front  Royal  road  re- 
ported the  enemy  advancing  in  force ; 
whereupon,  Milroy  signaled  McRey- 
nolds to  join  him,  while  he  sent  out 
a  considerable  force  on  either  road  to 
learn  what  was  brewing. 

They  had  not  far  to  go.  CoL  Ely, 
on  the  Trent  Royal  road,  was  stop- 
ped barely  a  mile  from  Winchester, 
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by  a  .Rebel  battery,  and  fell  back, 
after  a  sliglit  skirmish,  iinpursued; 
while  General  Elliott,  on  the  Stras- 
burg  road,  advanced  a  very  little  far- 
ther, and  was  halted  by  observing 
the  enemy  in  force  on  his  left — that 
is,  on  the  Front  Royal  road.  Here 
some  cannon-balls  were  exchanged; 
when  our  men  fell  back  to  Applepie 
ridge,  that  next  the  city;  where 
more  skirmishing  beguiled  the  time 
till  dark,  when  a  prisoner  was  taken 
who  rather  astonished  Milroy  by 
the  information  that  he  belonged  to 
Ewell's  (formerly  Stonewall  Jack- 
eon's)  corps,  and  that  Longstreet's  also 
was  just  at  hand — the  two  number- 
ing about  50,000  men. 

CoL  McReynolds,  with  his  brigade, 
arrived  from  Berryville  at  9  p.  m., 
and  t^as  assigned  a  position;  but 
what  use  in  that  ?  Lee's  army  was 
at  hand ;  Hooker's  was  many  weary 
marches  away,  had  not  been  heard 
from,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  immi- 
nent peril.  A  thoroughly  brave  and 
competent  conamander  must  have 
realized,  it  would  seem,  that  there  is 


a  time  to  fly  as  well  as  a  time  to 
fight,  and  that  now  was  the  time  to 
run,  after  destroying  every  thing  that 
could  be  of  use  to  the  enemy.  But 
Milroy  held  on,  waiting  for  some- 
thing to  turn  up,  and  let  the  night 
pass  unimproved. 

The  next  day  *  was  one  of  ominous 
quiet  for  the  most  part;  but  the 
enemy  was  constantly  crowding  up, 
and  was  df  course  working  around  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrison. 
There  was  skirmishing  at  intervals ; 
and  the  numbers  of  the  foe  visibly 
and  steadily  increased.  At  4  p.  m.,  they 
made  a  charge  up  the  Front  Royal 
road  to  the  edge  of  the  town,  but 
were  repulsed ;  when  Milroy  ordered 
a  charge  in  turn,  which  amounted 
to  little — the  enemy  being  found  in 
great  force  just  out  of  range  of  our 
works ;  and,  a  little  later,  they  open- 
ed fire  from  two  8-gun  batteries  on 
the  north-west,  hardly  a  mile  from 
town ;  and  forthwith  Ewell's  infantry 
swept  up  to  and  over  our  breast- 
works, disregarding  the  fire  of  our 
guns,  driving  out  the  110th  Ohio 
with  heavy  Toss,  and  planting  their 
colors  on  the  defenses.  Meantime, 
the  city  had  been  substantially  in- 
vested on  every  side,  and  was  now 
virtually  lost ;  though  an  attempt  to 
storm  the  main  fort  from  the  position 
first  gained  was  repulsed;  and  the 
assailants  desisted  for  a  time. 

At  1  A.  M.,*  Milroy  held  a  council, 
which  decided  to  evacuate  and  run. 
It  was  too  late.  Though  he  spiked 
his  guns,  and  drowned  his  powder,  he 
was  unable  to  steal  off,  and  obliged 
to  fight — ^the  enemy  attacking  so  soon 
as  he  had  disarmed  himself  The 
110th  Ohio,  Col.  Keifer,  and  the  122d 
ditto,  on  one  road,  the  87th  Pennsyl- 


•  Sunday,  June  14. 


*  Moudaj,  June  15. 
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Tania,  CoL  Sliawl,  and  the  16th  Con- 
necticuty  CoL  Ely,  on  another,  did 
moBt  of  the  fighting  that  was  done 
on  our  side ;  the  former  acting  as  a 
rear-guard ;  but  the  business  in  hand 
was  not  a  fight,  but  a  race— and  very 
properly  so.  Four  miles  firom  Win- 
chester, a  Rebel  division  barred  the 
way ;  and  here  the  fugitives  were  of 
course  routed,  and  many  of  them 
captured.  Most  of  those  who  escap- 
ed crossed  the  Potomac  at  Hancock, 
and  did  not  stop  running  till  they 
brought  up  in  Bedford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania; the  residue  headed  for 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  soon  distanced 
their  pursuers.  Milroy  says  "  5,000 
of  his  men  reported  at  the  Ferry  or  at 
Bloody  Run,  Pa.,  and  he  hoped  that 
1,000  more  would  do  so ;  which  hope 
was  of  course  a  delusion.  Lee  says 
General  Rhodes  captured  TOO  pris- 
oners and  5  guns  at  Martinsburg, 
and  proceeds  to  enumerate  ^^more 
than  4,000  prisoners,  29  guns,  277 
wagons,  and  400  horses,"  as  the  firuits 
of  "  these  operations  " — ^probably  in- 
cluding in  those  totals  his  Martins- 
burg spoils.  Milroy's  great  mistake 
was  holding  on  just  one  day  too  long 
— ^his  communications  with  Schenck 
and  Halleck  having  already  been 
severed.  Halleck  had  su^ested  to 
Schenck  the  propriety  of  withdraw- 
ing him  so  early  as  the  11th.  Early 
is  credited  by  Lee  with  the  capture 
of  Winchester. 

Ere  this,  the  Government  had  ta- 
ken the  alarm,  as  it  well  might.  An 
order"  from  the  War  Department 
had  constituted  of  Pennsylvania  two 
new  Military  Departments — ^that  of 
the  Susquehanna  (eastem),under  Gen. 
Couch;  that  of  the  Monongahela, 
Gen.  W.  T.  H.  Brooks;   and  Gov. 


Curtin  had  called"  out  the  entire 

militia  of  that  State — ^the  call,  though 

loud  and  shrill,  awaking  but  few  and 

faint  responses.    Now  the  President 

called"  specifically  on  the  nearest 

States  for  militia,  as  follows : 

Maryland!  . .  .10,000  I  New  York.. .  .20,000 

Pennsjlvania.  60,000  |  Ohio 80,000 

West  Virginia 10,000. 

.  The  Governors  reechoed  the  call; 
but  the  response  was  still  weak.  The 
uniformed  and  disciplined  regiments 
of  ^  New  York  City  generally  and 
promptly  went  on;  and  Gov.  Sey- 
mour was  publicly  thanked  therefor 
by  Secretary  Stanton ;  but  the  num- 
ber of  Pennsylvanians,  Marylanders, 
and  West  Virginians,  who  set  their 
faces  resolutely  toward  the  enemy  in 
this  crisis  bore  but  a  slim  proportion 
to  that  of  their  brethren  who  seemed 
just  now  to  have  urgent  business 
east  of  the  Susquehanna  or  west  of 
the  Ohio.  In  other  words,  the  country 
was  profoundly  disheartened;  while 
the  Army  had  already  absorbed  what 
was  bravest  and  most  patriotic  of  its 
militia.  The  number  who  actually 
responded  to  these  urgent,  repeated, 
and  most  reasonable  calls  from  the 
several  States  was  (liberally  estima- 
ted) as  follows : 

New  York.. .  .15,000  I  Pennsylvania.  26,000 

New  Jersey. .  8,000  |  Delaware 2,000 

Maryland 5,000. 

Gen.  Hooker  had  now  begun"  to 
move  his  army  northward — ^recroes- 
ing  Howe's  division  and  evacuating 
the .  valley  of  the  Kappahannock. 
Lee  had  just  about  a  fair  week's  start 
of  him.  Moving  rapidly  north-west- 
ward, with  his  cavalry  thrown  well 
out  on  his  left  flank,  watching  the 
passes  of  the  Blue  lUdge,  Hooker's 
infantry  passed  through  Dumfries,'* 
to  Centerville,  covering  Washington, 


*  June  30. 
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"June  12. 


"June  16. 
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*  June  14-16. 
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and  watching  for  freeh  developments 
of  the  enemy's  plans. 

Meantime,onr  cavalry,  xmder  Pleas- 
anton,  was  constantly  confronted  by 
that  of  Lee,  nnder  Stuart ;  and  nearly 
every  day  witnessed  a  fight  or  a  skir- 
mish, as  onr  troopers  crowded  up  to 
the  passes  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  and  at- 
tempted to  scan  what  was  going  on 
beyond  them,  or  the  enemy  dashed 
down  into  the  valleys  this  side,  in- 
cited by  a  like  laudable  thirst  for 
knowledge.  At  length,  a  pretty  gen- 
eral cavalry  fight  occurred,"  nearly 
westward  of  Washington,  on  the  line 
of  the  great  highway  from  Alexan- 
dria to  Winchester,  down  which  Stu- 
art had  pushed  so  far  as  Upperville ; 
whence  he  was  repelled  by  a  charge 
of  KQpatrick's  brigade,  and  forced 
back  into  Ashby's  Gap,  after  a  spir- 
ited brush,  with  determined  charges 
on  either  side.  Kilpatrick  was  once 
taken  prisoner,  but  rescued  by  a 
countercharge  directly.  Buford  and 
Gregg  were  active  this  day ;  as  was 
W.  H.  F.  Lee  on  the  side  of  the 
Bebels,  who  lost  2  guns,  and  perhaps 
150  men  in  all,  including  Col.  M. 
Lewis,  9th  Virginia,  killed.  Our  loss 
did  not  exceed  100. 

Meantime,  Gen.  Jenkins  and  his 
brigade  of  Bebel  cavalry  had  raided 
across  the  Potomac  and  Maryland 
up  to  Chambersburg,Pa.,  which  they 
entered, unopposed, at  11  P.M."  They 
took  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  destroyed  the 
railroad,  and  swept  off  into  Slavery 
some  50  n^oes — all  they  could 
catch — ^but  did  no  wanton  injury. 
J^ikins  paid  liberally  for  drugs — in 
Confederate  scrip— and,  some  of  his 
horses  having  vanished,  threatened 
to  bum  the  town  if  they  were  not 
returned  or  their  value  made  up.  The 


borough  authorities  paid  the  amount 
demanded  (only  $900)  in  Confederate 
scrip,  which  had  suddenly  become 
abundant  there ;  and  it  was  pocketed 
without  remark,  but  without  obvious 
relish. 

Gen.  Ewell,  with  his  corps,  had 
crossed  into  Maryland  at  Williams- 
port,"  on  the  heels  of  Milroy's  ftigi- 
tives,  pushing  on  unmolested  to  Cham- 
bersburg — our  force  at  Harper'sFerry 
retiring  across  the  river  to  Maryland 
Heights,  where  it  was  not  molested. 
Early's  division  of  Ewell's  corps  was 
impelled  eastward  from  Chambers- 
burg  to  York ;  while  Johnson's  moved 
northward  to  Carlisle ;  Lnboden,  with 
his  brigade,  moving  westward  up  the 
Potomac,  destroying  railroad  bridges, 
&c.,  so  far  as  Cumberland.  Lee 
seems  to  have  meditated  a  dash  on 
Washington;  but.  Hooker's  army  re- 
maining in  its  front,  instead  of  rushing 
over  into  Maryland,  no  opportunity 
was  presented;  so  the  whole  Bebel 
army  forded"  the  Potomac;  A.  P. 
Hill's  corps  at  Shepherdstown,  and 
Lee,  with  Longstreet's,  at  Williams- 
port;  both,  imiting  at  Hagerstown, 
advanced,  unopposed,  on  the  track  of 
Ewell,  to  Chambersburg.**  Ewell  had 
taken  quiet  possession  of  Carlisle, 
pushing  forward  his  advance  to 
Kingston,  within  13  miles  of  Harris- 
burg.  Meanwhile,  such  militia  as 
had  been  mustered  in  or  sent  from 
Eastern  States  to  the  aid  of  Penn- 
sylvania were  collected,  under  Gen. 
Couch,  at  Harrisburg;  while  Gen. 
Brooks,  powerfully  aided  by  the  vol- 
unteer efforts  of  the  citizens,  hastily 
threw  up  a  line  of  defenses  intended 
to  cover  Pittsbuig. 

All  doubt  as  to  the  enemy's  pup- 
poses    being    now    dispelled,    Gen. 


**  June  21. 


"  June  16. 


*  June  16. 


*  June  34-25. 
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Hooker  croeeed"  the  Potomac  near 
Edwards's  Ferry,  and  advanced  to 
Frederick;  himself  visiting  by  the 
way  Harper's  Ferry.  He  fonnd  there 
—or  rather,  on  Maryland  Heights — 
Gen.  French,  with  11,000  men,  whom 
he,  very  naturally,  desired  to  add  to 
his  army  in  the  momentous  battle 
now  impending.  For  his  army,  after 
being  strengthened  by  15,000  men 
spared  him  from  the  defenses  of  Wash- 
ington, and  2,100  by  Oten.  Schenck 
from  the  Middle  Department,  was 
barely  100,000  strcmg;  while  Lee's, 
careftilly  counted  by  two  Union  men 
indq)endently,  as  it  marched  through 
Hagerstown,  numbered  91,000  infen- 
try,  with  280  guns,  and  6,000  caval- 
ry; while  not  less  than  5,000  of  its 
cavaby,  under  Stuart,  crossed  the 
Potomac  below  Edwards's  Ferry,  and 
60  advanced  into  Pennsylvania  with- 
out passing  through  Hagerstown. 
Oonsidering  that  the  Bebels  had 
mustered  the  best  as  well  as  the  lar- 
gest army  they  ever  sent  into  the 
contest,  and  that  its  triumph  on  a 
Northern  field  would  abnost  cer- 
tainly incite  a  Northern  uprising  in 
iheir  favor,  it  was  imperative  tliat 
they  should  now  be  met  by  the 
heroic  but  luckless  Army  of  the 
Potomac  in  such  force  as  to  place 
the  issue  beyond  contingency.  It 
was  a  high  crime  to  withhold  ev^i  a 
brigade,  when  a  brigade  more  or  less 
might  decide  the  fate  of  a  continent. 
Hoc^er  had  already  drawn  from 
the  garrison  at  Washington  all  that 
Halleck  would  spare — Cleaving  but 
11,000  effectives  under  Heintzelman ; 
which  was  none  too  much.  But, 
having  crossed  the  Potomac,  he  had 
VCTy  properly  inquired  by  tel^raph 
of  Halleck,  "  Is  there  any  reason  why 


Maryland    Heights   should  not  be 

abandoned,  after  the  public  stores 

and    property  are   removed!"  and 

been  answered : " 

**  Maryland  Heights  hare  always  b«eii  re- 
garded as  an  important  point  to  be  held  by 
us,  and  much  expense  and  labor  incurred  in 
fortifying  them.  I  can  not  approve  of  their 
abandonment,  except  in  caae  oi  abednte  ne- 
cessity." 

Surely,  the  translator  of  Jomini 

can  find  no  parallel  for  such  strategy 

in  the  whole  military  career  of  the 

great   Napoleon.    Hooker  at  onoe 

rejoined : 

"  I  have  received  yonr  telegram  in  regard 
to  Harper's  Ferry.  I  find  10,000  men  here, 
in  condition  to  take  the  field.  Here,  they 
are  of  no  earthly  account.  They  can  not 
defend  a  ford  of  the  river ;  and,  so  far  as 
Harper's  Ferry  is  concerned,  there  is  noth- 
ing of  it.  As  for  the  fortifications,  the 
work  of  the  troops,  they  remain  when  the 
troops  are  withdrawn.  No  enemy  will  ever 
take  possession  of  them  for  them.  This  ifl 
my  opinion.  All  the  public  property  could 
have  been  secured  to-night,  and  the  troops 
marched  to  where  they  could  havft  been  of 
some  service.  Now,  thBy  are  but  a  bait  for 
the  Rebels,  should  they  return.  I  beg  that 
this  may  be  presented  to  the  Secretary  of 
"War,  and  his  Excellency,  the  President 

"Joseph  Hookbb,  Msgor-GeneraL" 

In  regard  to  tliis  grave  matter  of 
diflTerence,  Hooker  was  clearly  in  the 
right :  not  clearly  so  in  sencing  this 
dispatch  immediately  afterward: 

"Sandy  Hook,  June  27,  1868. 
"Mig.-Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok,  General-in- 
Chief: 

"  My  original  instructions  require  me  to 
cover  Harper's  Ferry  and  Washington.  I 
have  now  imposed  upon  me,  in  addition,  an 
enemy  in  my  front  of  more  than  my  num- 
bers. I  beg  to  be  understood,  respectfoDy 
but  firmly,  that  I  am  unable  to  comply  with 
this  condition,  with  the  means  at  my  di^>o- 
sal,  and  earnestly  request  that  I  may  at 
once  be  relieved  from  the  position  I  occupy* 
"Joseph  Hookbr,  M^oi^G^eraL^' 

Halleck  had  never  regarded  Hook- 
er as  the  proper  commander  of  this 
army;  had  prevented  his  selection 
as  McClellan's  immediate  successor; 
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had  reluctantly  assented  to  his  desi^ 
nation  after  Bumside's  oollapse ;  had 
been  strengthened  in  hie  conviction 
of  Hooker's  unfitness  by  the  Chan- 
eellorgrille  failure }  and  now,  very 
naturally,  improved  his  opportunity. 
The  next  day  brought  Col.  Hardie 
to  Hooker's  headquarters  at  Fred- 
erick, with  instructions  relieving 
Hooker  and  devolving  the  command 
on  Gen.  Meade ;  who  was  therewith 
advised  that  he  might  do  as  he 
pleased  with  the  Harper's  Ferry 
men;  while  Couch  and  his  militia, 
estimated  at  20,000  men,  were  placed 
ander  his  orders. 

Oen.  Hooker  at  once  took  leave 
of  the  army,  with  whose  fortunes  he 
had  been  so  long  and  so  honorably 
identified,  in  the  following  charac- 
teristic order : 

"  HxADQtrARTBsa  Abmt  op  the  Potomac,  ) 
''Frbdebiok,  Md.,  June  28,  1868.  ] 
"  In  c<feformity  with  the  orders  of  the 
War  Department,  dtfted  June  27th,  1668,  I 
relinqnish  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  It  is  transferred  to  M^j.-Gen. 
George  G.  Meade,  a  brave  and  accomplished 
ofScer,  who  has  nobly  earned  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  army  on  many  a  weU- 
fonght  field.  Impressed  with  the  belief 
that  my  usefulness  as  the  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  is  impaired,  I  put 
from  it,  yet  not  without  the  deepest  emo- 
tions. The  sorrow  of  parting  with  the 
comrades  of  so  many  battles  is  relieved  by 
the  conviction  that  the  courage  and  devo- 
tion of  this  army  will  never  cease  nor  fail ; 
that  it  will  yield  to  my  successor,  as  it  has 
to  me,  a  willing  and  hearty  support.  With 
the  earnest  prayer  that  the  triumph  of  this 
army  may  bring  successes  worthy  of  it  and 
the  nation,  I  bid  it  farewell. 

**  Joseph  Hooksb,  Migor-G^neral." 

Bidding  a  cordial  but  hnrried  fare- 
well to  his  general  and  staff  officers, 
G^n.  Hooker  left  at  once  for  Balti- 
more; being  instmcfed  to  await  there 
ftcrtber  orders  from  the  Adjntant- 
Gen^ral's  office.  Three  days  bring- 
ing none,  he  went  over  to  Washing- 
ton ;  where  he  was  forthwith  arrest- 


ed hj  Hallecl:  f(»r  vj^iting  the  capital 
without  leave,  and  in  violation  of  the 
rule  which  forbade  officers  to  do  so. 
Thus  ended  his  service  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Gen.  Meade,  astounded  by  his  pro- 
motion, announced  to  the  army  his 
acceptance  of  the  command  in  these 
ancere,  fit,  modest  words : 

"  Hkadqtjahtkbs  Akmt  of  thb  Potomac,  ) 
"June  28, 1868.  \ 
"By  direction  of  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  I  hereby  assume  command 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  As  a  soldier, 
in  obeying  this  order — an  order  totall/  nn* 
expected  and  unsolicited — I  have  no  prom- 
ises or  pledges  to  make.  The  country 
looks  to  this  army  to  relieve  it  from 
the  devastation  and  disgrace  of  a  hostOe 
invasion.  Whatever  fatigues  and  sacri- 
fices we  may  be  called  upon  to  undergo, 
let  us  have  in  view  constantly  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  interests  involved,  and  let 
each  man  determine  to  do  his  duty,  leaving 
to  an  all-controlling  Providence  the  deci- 
sion of  the  contest.  It  is  w ith  j  ust  diffidence 
that  I  relieve  in  the  command  of  this  army 
an  eminent  and  accomplished  soldier,  whose 
name  must  ever  appear  conspicuous  in  the 
history  of  its  achievements ;  but  I  rely  upon 
the  hearty  support  of  my  companions  in 
arms  to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  6f  the 
duties  of  the  important  trust  which  has 
been  confided  to  me. 

"Geobgk  G.  Mbadb, 
"  Miyor-General  Oommanding.'' 

Such  a  change  of  commanders,  for 
no  more  nrgent  reasons,  on  the  very 
brink  of  a  great  battle,  has  few  paral^ 
lels  in  history.  Whatever  his  fitnlts,' 
Hooker  was  loved  and  trusted  by  his 
soldiers,  who  knew  less  of  Meade, 
and  had  less  faith  in  him.  Had  that 
army  been  polled,  it  would  have 
voted  to  fight  the  impending  battle 
under  Hooker  without  the  aid  of 
French's  11,000  men,  rather  thwi 
under  Meade  with  that  reenforce- 
ment.  But  it  was  inured  ere  this  to 
being  astonished  oftener  than  delight- 
ed, and  to  moving  firmly  onward  in 
the  path  of  duty,  even  when  that 
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path  was  not  irradiated  by  the  sun- 
shine  of  Hope.  And  now  its  heart 
was  swelling  with  joyful  trust  that 
the  enemy  it  had  so  long  confronted 
was  soon  to  be  met  in  mortal  strife 
where  every  circumstance  of  position 
and  local  knowledge  would  not  tell 
in  that  adversary's  favor. 

Lee's  army  had  for  a  few  days 
traversed  south-eastern  Pennsylvania 
at  will,  burning  railroad  and  turn- 
pike bridges^  breaking  up  tracks, 
eevepng  telegraph  wires,  &c.,  &c., 
as  was  to  be  expected,  and  levying 
contributions  on  the  country,  though 
rendering  a  very  general  obedience 
to  Lee's  order,"  exhorting  and  en- 
joining his  men  to  abstain  from  all 
wanton  destruction  or  of  damage  to 
private  property.  Col.  White,  with 
his  cavalry  advance,  had  reached 
the  Susquehanna  at  Wrightsville;" 
where  a  bridge  over  the  river  was 
needlessly  burned  to  prevent  a  cross- 
ing. Gen.  Ewell  that  day  occupied 
York,  whose  Burgess  (David  Small) 
went  out  several  miles  to  meet  him 
and  surrender  the  borough,  which 
was  promised  special  inmiunity  in 
consideration  thereof;  but  was,  im- 
mediately upon  its  occupation,  re- 
quired" to  furnish,  in  addition  to 
liberal  supplies  of  food  and  clothing, 
$100,000  in  cash,  whereof  $28,000 
was  actually  raised  and  paid  over, 
with  a  good  portion  of  the  creature 
comforts  likewise  required.     If  this 


levy  of  money  on  a  defenseless  place, 
which  had  in  all  things  evinced  a 
meek  and  quiet  spirit,  is  justifiable 
by  the  laws  of  war,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how  the  unsupported  charges  oi 
rapacity  and  extortion  leveled  againBt 
Ghen.  Butler's  rule  in  truculent  and 
venomous  New  Orleans  can  be  plau- 
sibly condemned  or  complained  of. 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  with  a  consid- 
erable proportion  of  the  Bebel 
cavalry,  was  watching  on  our  left 
flank  when  Hooker  crossed  the  Po- 
tomac, and  crossed  himself**  at 
Seneca  soon  afterward ;  moving  up 
on  our  right  so  far  as  Westminster; 
burning  17  canal  boats,  also  a  train 
of  178  army  wagons,  laden  with 
army  stores,  and  picking  up  quite  a 
number  of  our  oflScers  who  were 
hastening  to  join  their  regiments  at 
the  f5ront.  From  Westminster,  he 
made  his  way  across  our  front  to 
Carlisle,  which  he  found  evacuated; 
and,  hastening  thence  on  the  track 
of  Longstreet's  infantry,  was  in 
season  for  the  fray  at  Getttsbueg; 
whereon  Lee,  on  hearing  that  Hooker 
was  across  the  Potomac  in  force,  had 
hastened  to  concentrate  his  whole 
array. 

Hooker  was  preparing,  when  su- 
perseded, to  strike  heavily  at  Lee'fl 
line  of  conmiunications,  which  would 
of  course  compel  him  to  concentrate 
and  %ht ;  Meade  changed  the  direc- 
tion of  certain  corps,  moving  more  to 


"  Dated  Chambersburg,  Jane  27. 
••  June  28. 
)    *  "  Required  for  the  use  of  Earl/s  diyision : 

"  One  hundred  and  sixty-five  barrels  of  flour, 
or  28,000  pounds  baked  bread;  3,600  pounds 
sugar;  1,650  pounds  coffee;  300  gallons  mo- 
laraes;  1,200  pounds  salt;  32,000  pounds  fresh 
beef^  or  21,000  pounds  bacon  or  pork. 

"The  above  articles  to  be  delivered  at  the 

market-house  on  Main  street,  at  4  o^dock,  P.  K. 

"  Wm.  W.  TaoBZJTON,  Captain  and  A.  C.  S." 


"Required  for  the  use  of  Early's  oommaiid: 

"  Two  thousand  pairs  shoes  or  boots ;  1,000 
pairs  socks;  1,000  felt  hats;  $100,000  in 
money.  0.  K  SNODORiiss, 

"  M^or  and  Chief  Q.  M.  Early's  divinoiL 

"  June  28,  1863." 

"  Approved ;  and  the  authorities  of  the  town 
of  York  win  f\imish  the  above  artides  and  the 
money  required;  for  which  certificates  will  be 
given.      J.  A.  Ea&lt,  Miy.-Gen.  Commanding." 

■•  June  28. 
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the  right,  as  if  his  intended  point  of 
concentration  were  Oettysbnig  also. 
But,  in  fact,  foreseeing  that  Lee  must 
give  battle,  he  had  issued  a  timely 
address  to  his  officers,*^  and  was  mov- 
ing circnmspectl J  east  of  north,  look- 
ing for  advantageous  ground  whereon 
to  fight,  and  had  about  fixed  on  the 
line  of  Pipe  creek,  some  15  miles 
south-east  of  Gettysburg,  when  an  un- 
expected encounter  precipitated  the 
grand  collision. 

Gettysburg,  the  capital  of  Adams 
county,  is  a  rural  village  of  3,000  in- 
habitants, the  focus  of  a  well-culti- 
vated upland  r^on.  Though  long 
settled  and  blessed  with  excellent 
country  roads,  all  centering  on  the 
borough,  much  of  it  is  too  rugged  for 
cultivation ;  hence,  it  is  covered  with 
wood.  The  village  is  in  a  valley,  or 
rather  on  the  northern  slope  of  a  hill ; 
with  a  collie  and  other  edifices  on 
the  opposite  hill,  which  rises  directly 
from  the  little  run  at  its  foot. 

Part  of  our  cavalry  advance,  un- 
der G^n.  Kilpatrick,  pushed  out 
from  Frederick,**  moving  north-west 
through  Liberty  and  Taneytown  to 
Hanover,  Pa.,  where  they  were  con- 
siderably astonished**  by  an  attack 
from  Stuart's  cavalry — ^not  imagin- 
ing that  there  was  any  enemy  within 
a  march  of  them.  A  sharp  fight  en- 
sued, wherein  Gen.  G.  F.  Famsworth's 
brigade  was  at  first  roughly  handled, 
losing  100  men;  but  Gen.  Custer's, 
which  had  passed,  returned  to   its 


aid,  uid  the  enemy  was  beaten  ofL 
A  similar  dash  was  simultaneously 
made  on  the  train  of  another  column 
of  our  cavalry  at  Littlestown,  but 
easily  repulsed.  Meantime,  Gen. 
Buford,  with  another  division,  had 
moved  directly  upon  Gettysburg; 
where  he  encountered**  the  van  of 
the  Eebel  army,  under  Gen.  Heth^ 
of  Hill's  corps,  and  drove  it  back  on 
the  division,  by  whom  .our  troopers 
were  repelled  in  their  turn.  And  now 
the  advance  division  of  Gen.  Rey- 
nolds's (1st)  corps,  under  command 
of  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth,  approach- 
ing from  Emmitsburg,  quickened  its 
pace  at  the  familiar  sound  of  volleys, 
and,  rushing  through  the  village, 
drove  back  the  Bebel  van,  seizing 
and  occupying  the  ridge  that  over- 
looks the  place  from  the  north-west. 
G^n.  John  F.  Eeynolds,  formerly 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  was 
in  command  of  the  two  corps  (Ist 
and  11th)  now  rapidly  coming  up, 
together  numbering  about  22,000 
men.  As  Gen.  Wadsworth  was  form- 
ing his  advance  division,  4,000  strong, 
in  order  of  battle.  Gen.  Reynolds 
went  forward  to  reconnoiter,  and,  see- 
ing that  the  enemy  were  in.  force  in 
a  grove  just  ahead,  he  dismounted 
and  was  observing  them  through  a 
fence,  when  he  was  struck  in  the  neck 
by  a  sharp-shooter's  bullet,  and,  fall- 
ing on  his  face,  was  dead  in  a  few 
minutes.  Bom  in  Lancaster,  in  1820 ; 
entering  the  army  in  1846 ;  he  had 


**  «  Hbapquabtbbs  Abmt  or  the  Potomac^  > 
"June  30,  1863.      J 

"  The  oommanding  general  requests  thai,  pre- 
vious to  the  engagement  soon  expected  wiUi  the 
enemj,  oorps  and  all  other  commanding  officers 
will  address  their  troops,  explaining  to  them 
brieflj  the  immense  issues  involyed  in  the  strug- 
gle. The  enemy  are  on  our  soil;  the  vhole 
country  now  looks  anxiously  to  this  army  to  de- 
lirer  it  from  the  presence  of  the  foe ;  our  failure 
to  do  so  will  leave  us  no  such  welcome  as  the 
•welling  of  millions  of  hearts  with  pride  and  joy 


at  our  success  would  give  to  every  soldier  of  this 
army.  Homes,  firesides,  and  domestic  altars,  are  • 
involved.  The  army  has  fought  well  heretofore ; 
it  is  believed  that  it  will  fight  more  desperately 
and  bravely  than  ever,  if  it  is  addressed  in  fitting 
terms.  Oorps  and  other  commanders  are  author- 
ized to  order  the  instant  death  of  any  soldier 
who  fails  in  his  duty  this  hour. 

"  By  command  of  Msj.-Qen.  Msadb: 

"  a  WiLUAMS,  Assistant  A4i.-0en." 


**  June  28. 


^  June  30. 


»Julyl. 
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Berved  his  country  in  Mexico,  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  in  nearly  every  important 
action  yet  fought  in  Virginia;  re- 
turning to  fall  in  defense  of  the  soil 
of  his  native  State,  and  almost  in 
sight  of  his  home. 

Gen.  Abner  Doubleday  came  up 
half  an  hour  afterward,  and  assumed 
command;  but  the  residue  of  the 
corps,  with  the  whole  of  the  11th, 
did  not  arrive  till  nearly  two  hours 
later;  meantime,  the  Rebels,  under 
Hill,  were  too  strong,  and  pushed 
back  Wads  worth's  division,  eagerly 
pursuing  it.  As  Wadsworth  fell  back 
with  his  left,  and  Archer  pressed  for- 
ward on  his  heels,  the  right  of  our 
division  swung  around  on  the  rear  of 
the  pursuers,  enveloping  the  Rebel 
advance,  and  making  prisoners  of 
Archer  and  800  of  his  men, 

Doubleday  fell  back  to  Seminary 
ridge,  just  west  of  the  village  where 


he  was  joined  by  the  residue  of  hifl 
corps;  the  11th  coming  up  ahnost 
simultaneously  and  taking  post  on 
his  right ;  Howard  ranking  Double- 
day  and  assuming  command,  assign- 
ing the  11th  corps  to  Schurz.  Here 
the  struggle  was  renewed  with  spirit; 
our  men  having  the  better  position, 
and  the  best  of  the  fight;  untfl, 
about  1  p.  M.,  EwelPs  corps,  march- 
ing from  York  under  orders  to  con- 
centrate on  Gettysburg,  came  rapidly 
into  the  battle — Rhodes^s  division 
assailing  the  11th  corps  in  front, 
while  Early's  struck  hard  on  its 
right  flank.  Of  course,  being  greatly 
outnumbered,  the  11th  was  soon  rout- 
ed, falling  back  in  disorder  on  Get* 
tysbui^,  and  compelling  the  let, 
which  had  hitherto  fully  held  iti 
own,  to  do  likewise — ^the  two  divi- 
sions, under  a  heavy  Rebel  fire,  eoffl- 
TnipgljTig  and  obstructing  each  othfit 
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in  the  streets  of  the  village,  and  thns 
losing  heavilj  in  prisoners.  Their 
wonnded,  who  had  thus  far  been  taken 
to  Gettysburg,  were  of  course  aban- 
doned to  the  enemy,  as  the  d&nris  of 
tiie  two  corp^,  scarcely  half  the  num- 
ber that  had  marched  so  proudly 
through  those  streets  a  few  hours  be- 
fore, fell  hastily  back  and  were  ral- 
lied on  Cemetery  hill,  just  south  of 
the  village :  Buford,  with  his  troopers, 
covering  the  retreat,  and  trying  to 
show  a  bold  front  to  the  Rebels;  who 
— though  there  were  still  several 
hours  of  good  daylight— did  not  see 
fit  to  press  their  advantage :  presum- 
ing that  our  whole  army  was  moving 
hitherward,  and  fearing  that  they 
niight  miscalculate  and  Bu£Eer  as  Bey- 
nolds  had  just  done. 

And  they  were  right.  For  Gen. 
Sickles,  with  his  (8d)  corps,  which 
had  advanced,  the  day  before,  from 
Taneytown  to  Emmitsburg,  an<i  had 
there  received  from  Meade  a  circular 
to  his  corps  copmianders,  directing  a 
concentration  on  the  line  of  Pipe 
creek — the  left  of  the  army  at  Mid- 
dleburg,  the  right  at  Manchester — 
had  been  preparing  to  move,  as  di- 
rected, to  Middleburg,  when,  at  2 
p.  M.,"*  he  received  a  dispatch  from 
Howard  at  Gettysburg,  stating  that 
the  Ist  and  lldi  corps  were  there  en- 
gaged with  a  superior  force,  and  that 
Eeynolds  had  been  killed ;  thereupon, 
caUing  urgently  for  assistance. 

Sickles  was  perplexed.  Meade  was 
at  Taneytown,  ten  miles  away ;  and 
to  wait  to  hear  frt)m  him  was  to  leave 
Howard  to  his  fate.  Sickles  had 
been  moving  on  Gettysburg  till  halt- 
ed by  Meade's  new  circular ;  and  he 
decided  that  he  ought  to  persist  now ; 
so,  leaving  two  brigades  and  two  bat- 


teries to  hold  Emmiteburg,  he  put 
the  rest  of  his  corps  in  rapid  motion 
for  Gettysburg;  arriving  just  after 
Howard  had  taken  post  on  Cemetery 
hill,  and  coming  into  position  on  his 
left.  As  he  came  up  the  Emmits- 
burg road,  he  might  have  been  as- 
sailed by  Hill's  forces,  holding  tiie 
ridges  on  his  left;  but  the  enemy 
were  sajdsfied  with  their  day's  work, 
and  did  not  molest  him. 

Gen.  Meade  was  at  Taneytown, 
when,  at  1  p.  m.,  news  came  that  there 
was  fighting  at  Gettysbui^,  and  that 
Gen.  Reynolds  had  been  killed.  He 
at  once  ordered  Hancock  to  turn 
over  his  (3d)  corps  to  Gibbon,  hasten 
himself  to  Gettysburg,  and  take  com- 
mand there ;  which  was  done :  Han- 
cock reaching  Cemetery  hill  at  SJ 
p.  iL,  when  the  rear  of  our  broken 
1st  and  11th  corps  was  retreating  in 
disorder  through  the  village,  hotly 
pursued  by  the  triumphant  foe. 
Howard  having  already  formed  a  di- 
vision on  Cemetery  hill,  Hancock  or- 
dered Wadsworth  to  post  his,  or  what 
was  left  of  it  (1,600  out  of  the  4,000  he 
had  led  to  battle  in  the  morning)  on 
Gulp's  hill,  at  our  right ;  while  Gen. 
Geary,  with  the  advance  division  of 
Slocum's  (12th)  corps,  then  coming 
up,  was  directed  to  take  position  on 
Ifigh  ground  toward  Round  Top,  on 
our  left.  Meade  had  hurriedly  re- 
quested Hancock  to  judge  whether 
Gettysburg  afforded  us  better  groimd 
for  a  battle  than  that  he  had  selected 
on  Pipe  creek;  and  Hancock  now 
(4  p.  M.)  sent  word  that  he  would 
hold  on  here  until  Meade  could  ar^ 
rive  and  judge  for  himsel£  But 
Meade  had  already  impelled  the  3d 
corps,  under  Gibbon,  toward  Gettys- 
burg.    Hancock  wrote  him  that  the 


"  Ju]7 1. 
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position  here  was  good,  but  liable  to 
be  turned  by  way  of  Emmitsbnrg. 
Slocum  having  arrived  at  7,  and  rank- 
ing Hancock,  the  latter  turned  over 
the  command,  as  he  had  been  in- 
fitmcted  to  do,  and  rode  back  to 
Meade,  whom  he  reached  at  9  p.  m.; 
when  he  was  told  by  Meade  that  he 
had  decided  to  fight  at  Gettysburg, 
and  had  given  orders  accoircUngly.** 
Both  started  for  Gettysburg  immedi- 
ately, arriving  at  11  p.  m. 

During  that  night,  our  army  was 
all  concentrated  before  Gettyisburg, 
save  Gen.  Sedgwick's  (6th)  corps, 
which  was  at  Manchester,  80  miles 
distant,  when,  at  7  p.  m.,  it  received 
orders  to  move  at  once  on  Taney- 
town ;  which  were  so  changed,  after 
it  had  mairched  7  or  8  miles,  as  to 
require  its  immediate  presence  at 
Gettysburg,  where  it  arrived,  weary 
enough,  at  2  p. m.  next  day" 

Meantime,  Lee  also  had  been  bring- 
ing up  his  several  corps  and  divis- 
ions, posting  them  along  the  ridges 
north  and  west  of  Gettysburg  and  its 
rivulet,  facing  ours  at  distances  of 
one  to  two  miles.  Longstreet's  corps 
held  his  right,  which  was  stretched 
considerably  across  the  Emmitsbnrg 
road;  the  divisions  of  Hood,  Mc- 
Laws,  and  Pickett  posted  from  right 
to  left.  Hill's  corps,  including  the 
divisions  of  Anderson,  Pender,  and 
Heth,  held  the  center ;  while  Ewell's, 
composed  of  Rhodes's,  Early's,  and 
Johnson's  divisions,  formed  the  Bebel 
left,  which  bent  well  around  the  east 
side  of  our  position,  making  the  ene- 
my's front  considerably  longer  than 


ours.  Of  the  entire  Bebel  army  that 
had  crossed  the  Potomac,  scarcely  a 
regiment  was  wanting  when  Pickett's 
division,  forming  the  rearguard,  came 
up  on  the  morning  of  the  2d. 

On  our  side,  Sickles's  (3d)  corps 
held  the  left,  opposite  Longstreet, 
supported  by  the  5th  (Sykes's) ;  with 
Hancock's  (2d)  in  our  center,  touch- 
ing its  right ;  while  what  was  left  of 
Howard's  (11th),  reenforced  by  2,000 
Vermonters,  under  Stannard,  and 
Beynolds's  (1st,  now  Doubleday's) 
corps  held  the  face  of  Cemetery  hill, 
looking  toward  Gettysburg  and  Ear- 
ly's division,  but  menaced  also  by 
Johnson's  division  on  its  right,  and 
by  Hill's  corps,  facing  its  left.  The 
12th  corps  (Slocum's)  held  our  ex- 
treme right,  facing  Johnson's  divi- 
sion of  Ewell's  corps,  and  had  re- 
cently been  strengthened  by  Lock- 
wood's  Marylanders,  2,500  strong; 
raising  it  to  a  little  over  10^000  men. 
Buford's  cavalry,  pretty  roughly  han- 
dled on  the  1st,  was  first  sent  to  the 
rear  to  recruit,  but  confronted  Stu- 
art on  our  extreme  right  before  the 
close  of  the  2d ;  Kilpatrick's  division 
being  posted  on  our  left. 

Meade  had  resolved  to  fight  a  de- 
fensive battle  ;  beside,  as  Sedgwick's 
strong  corps  (15,400)  had  not  yet 
come  up,  while  the  whole  Bebel 
army  might  fairly  be  presumed  pres- 
ent, it  was  not  his  interest  to  force 
the  %hting.  Yet  he  had  given  or- 
ders to  Slocum,  commanding  on  our 
right,  for  an  attack  on  that  wing 
with  the  12th,  5th,  and  6th  corps  so 
soon  as  the  6th  should  arrive ;  but 


"  Gen.  Batterfield,  chief  of  stall;  testifies  that 
Meade  directed  him  to  make  out,  next  morning, 
a  General  Order  of  retreat  from, Gettysburg,  pre- 
Bcribmg  the  route  of  each  corps.  ICeade  Tehe- 
mentljr  denies  that  he  ever  intended  to  retreat 
^niese  statements  seem  nowise  incompatible.  A 


prudent  general  might  very  weU  forecast  and 
mark  out  his  line  of  retreat,  even  while  resolved 
to  hold  on  to  the  utmost  It  does  not  appear 
that  Meade  told  either  of  his  corps  commiD^ 
ers  that  he  had  any  notion  of  retreating. 
"July  2. 
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Slocom,  after  reconnoitering,  report- 
ed that  the  ground  in  his  front  was 
unfavorable ;  whereupon,  the  attack 
was  countermanded.  The  enemy  not 
being  yet  ready,  the  morning  wose  out 
and  the  day  wore  on  with  the  usual 
skirmishing  and  picket-firing  at  in- 
tervals along  the  front,  with  occa- 
sional shots  from  batteries  on  one 
side  or  the  other;  but  nothing  ap- 
proaching a  great  battla 

At  3  p.  M. — Sedgwick's  weary  corps 
having  just  arrived — Sykes  was  or- 
dered to  move  the  6th  corps  over 
fit>m  our  right  to  our  left,  while 
Meade  rode  out  to  see  it  properly 
posted  on  the  left  of  the  3d ;  the  6th 
resting  in  reserve  behind  them.  He 
now  found  that  Sickles  (who  was 
very  eager  to  %ht,  and  seems  to 
have  suspected  that  Meade  was  not) 
had  thrown  forward  his  corps  from 
half  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile ;  so  that, 
instead  of  resting  his  right  on  Han- 
cock and  his  left  on  Bound  Top,  as 
he  had  been  directed  to  do,  his  ad- 
vance was'  in  fact  across  the  Emmits- 
burg  road  and  in  the  woods  beyond, 
in  the  immediate  presence  of  half 


the  Bebel  army.  Meade  remon^ 
strated  against  this  hazardous  erpch 
sure,  which  Sickles  considered  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  discretion  allowed 
him,  but  said  he  would  withdraw,  if 
desired,  from  the  ridge  he  then  occu- 
pied to  that  behind  it,  which  Meade 
indicated  as  the  proper  one.  Meade 
replied  that  he  apprehended  that  no 
such  withdrawal  would  be  permitted 
by  the  enemy ;  and,  as  he  spoke,  the 
Eebel  batteries  opened^  and  their 
charging  columns  came  on. 

Lee  had  ordered  Longstreet  to  at* 
tack  Sickles  with  all  his  might,  while 
Ewell  should  assail  Slocum  on  our 
right,  and  HiU,  fronting  the  apex  of 
our  position,  should  only  menace, 
but  stand  ready  to  charge  if  our 
troops  facing  him  should  be  with- 
drawn or  seriously  weakened  to  re- 
enforce  either  our  left  or  our  right. 
'  Sickles's  new  position  was  com- 
manded by  the  Bebel  batteries  post- 
ed on  Seminary  ridge  in  his  front, 
scarcely  half  a  mile  distant;  while 
magnificent  lines  of  battle,  a  mile 
and  a  half  long,  swept  up  to  his  front 
and  fianks,  crushing  him  back"  with 


"  "  Agate  "  [Whitelaw  Reid],  of  The  Cincirmati 
OacseUey  gives  the  foUowiztg  incident  of  this  san- 
goinary  tnj : 

"  Let  me  give  one  phase  of  the  fight — ^flt  type 
of  many  more.  Some  Massachusetts  batteries — 
Capt.  Bigelow's,  Capt.  Phillips's,  two  or  three 
more  under  Capt  McGilvry,  of  Maine— were 
planted  on  the  extreme  left,  advanced  now  well 
down  to  the  Emmitsbnrg  road,  with  infantry  In 
their  front — the  first  division,  I  think,  of  Sickles's 
corpo.  A  little  ailer  6,  a  fierce  Rebel  charge 
droTO  back  the  infantry  and  menaced  the  batte- 
ries. Orders  are  sent  to  Bigelow  on  the  extreme 
left,  to  hold  his  position  at  every  hazard  short 
of  sheer  annihilation,  till  a  couple  more  batteries 
can  be  brought  to  lus  support  Reserving  his 
tire  a  little,  then  with  depressed  guns  opening 
with  double  charges  of  grape  and  canister,  he 
smites  and  shatters,  but  cannot  l^eak  the  nd- 
vancing  line.  His  grape  and  canister  are  ex- 
hausted, and  still,  closing  grandly  up  over  their 
slain,  on  they  come.  He  falls  back  on  spherical 
case,  and  pours  this  in  at  the  shortest  range. 
On,  Btm  onward,  comes  the  artillery-defying  line, 


and  stQl  he  holds  his  position.  They  are  within 
six  paces  of  the  guns — ^he  fires,  again.  Once 
more,  and  he  blows  devoted  soldiers  from  his 
very  muzzles.  And,  still  mindful  of  that  solemn 
order,  he  holds  his  place,  they  spring  upon  his 
carriages,  and  shoot  down  his  horses  I  And 
then,  his  Yankee  artillerists  still  about  him,  he 
seizes  the  guns  by  hand,  and  fVom  the  very  front 
of  that  line  drags  two  of  them  ofll  The  caissons 
are  farther  back — five  out  of  the  six  are  saved. 

"That  single  company,  in  that  half-hour's  fight, 
lost  33  of  its  men,  indnding  every  sergeant  it 
had.  The  captain  himself  was  woimded.  Yet  it 
was  the  first  time  it  was  ever  under  fire !  I  give 
it  simply  as  a  type.  ^  they  fought  along  that 
fiery  line  I 

**'The  Rebels  now  poured  on  PhQUps's  battery, 
and  it)  too,  was  forced  to  drag  off  the  pieces  by 
hand  when  the  horses  were  snot  down.  From 
a  new  position,  it  opened  again ;  and  at  last  the 
two  r§enfordng  batteries  came  up  on  the  gallop. 
An  enfilading  fire  swept  the  Rebel  line ;  Sickles's 
gallant  infantry  charged,  the  Rel  el  line  swept  back 
on  a  refluent  tide— we  regamed  the  lost  gpronnd, 
and  every  gun  just  lost  in  this  splendid  fight" 
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heavy  lose,  and  strnggling  despe- 
rately to  seize  Bonnd  Top  at  his 
left. 

Meade  regarded  this  hill  as  vital 
to  the  maintenance  of  our  position, 
and  had  already  ordered  Sykes  to 
advance  the  6th  corps  with  all  possi- 
ble haste  to  save  and  hold  it.  A 
fierce  and  bloody  struggle  ensued; 
for  the  enemy  had  nearly  carried  the 
hill  before  Sykes  reached  it;  while 
Humphreys,  who,  with  one  of  Sykes's 
divisions,  had  been  posted  in  the 
morning  on  Sickles's  right,  was  in 


turn  assailed  in  front  and  flank,  and 
driven  back,  with  a  loss  of  2,000  out 
of  5,000  men.  XJltimately,  as  Sickles's 
corps  fell  back  in  disorder  to  the 
ground  from  which  he  should  not 
have  advanced,  Hancock  closed  in 
from  the  right,  while  parts  of  the  1st, 
of  the  6th,  and  a  division  of  the  12th 
corps,  were  thrown  in  on  the  ene- 
my's front,  and  they  in  turn  were  re- 
pelled with  loss ;  falling  back  to  the 
ridge  to  which  Sickles  had  advanced, 
and  leaving  our  line  where  Meade 
had  intended  to  place  it." 


*2%e  Richmond  Enquirer  has  the  following 
aoooont  of  this  fight  by  an  eye-witness  on  the 
Rebel  side,  writing  from  Hagerstown  on  the 
BQi: 

'*  About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  orders 
were  issued  to  the  different  commanders  to  pre- 
pare for  a  general  attack  upon  the  enemy's  cen- 
ter and  leftl  Long^treet  was  to  commence  the 
movement,  which  was  to  be  followed  up  on  his 
left  in  quick  succession  by  the  re^>ectiye  divis- 
ions of  Hill's  corps.  As  Anderson's  division/ 
or  at  least  a  portion  of  it,  took  a  conspicuous 
part  in  this  movement,  I  have  ascertained,  and 
now  give  you,  the  order  of  its  different  brigades: 
On  the  extreme  right  of  Anderson's  division, 
connecting  with  McLaws's  left,  was  Wilcox's 
brigade,  then  Perry's,  Wright's,  Posey's,  and 
Ma^one's.  At  half-past  5  o'clock,  Longstreet 
commenced  the  attack,  and  Wilcox  followed  it  up 
by  promptly  moving  forward ;  Perry's  brigade 
quickly  followed,  and  Wright  moved  simultane- 
ously with  him.  The  two  divisions  of  Long- 
street's  corps  soon  encountered  the  enemy  post- 
ed a  little  in  rear  of  the  Emmitsburg  turnpike, 
which  winds  along  the  slope  of  the  range  upon 
which  the  enemy's  main  force  was  concentrated. 
After  a  short  but  spirited  engagement,  the  ene- 
my was  driven  back  upon  the  main  line  upon 
the  crest  of  the  hilL  McLaws's  and  Hood's  di- 
visions made  a  desperate  assault  upon  their 
main  line ,  but,  owing  to  the  precipitate  and  very 
rugged  character  of  the  slope,  were  unable  to 
reach  the  summit  The  enemy's  loss  on  this 
part  of  the  line  was  very  heavy.  I  have  heard 
several  officers  say  that  they  have  never  seen 
the  enemy's  dead  cover  the  ground  so  thickly, 
not  even  at  the  first  Fredericksburg  fight,  as 
they  did  on  that  portion  of  the  field  over  which 
McLaws's  troops  fought  While  the  fight  was 
raging  on  our  right,  Wilcox  and  Wright,  of  An- 
derson's division,  were  pressing  the  enemy's 
center.  Wilcox  pushed  forward  for  nearly  a 
mile,  driving  the  enemy  before  him  and  up  to 
his  very  g^uns,  over  and  beyond  his  batteries, 
several  guns  of  which  he  captured,  and  nearly 
up  to  the  summit  of  the  hilL  Wright  had  swept 
over  the  valley,  under  a  terrific  fire  fh>m  the 


enemy's  batteries,  posted  upon  McPherson's 
heights,  had  encountered  the  enemy's  advance 
line,  and  had  driven  him  across  tlie  Emmits- 
burg pike  to  a  position  behind  a  stone  wall  or 
fence,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  pike,  and 
about  60  or  80  yards  in  front  of  the  batteries  oa 
the  heights,  and  immediately  under  them.  Here, 
this  gsdlant  brigade  had  a  most  desperate  en- 
gagement for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes;  but 
charging  rapidly  up  the  almost  perpendicular 
side  of  the  mountain,  they  rushed  upon  the  ene- 
my's infantry,  behind  the  stone  wall,  and  drove 
them  from  it  at  the  point  of  the  bayon^  Now 
concentrating  their  fire  upon  the  heavy  batteries 
(20  guns)  of  the  enemy  on  the  crest  of  the 
heights,  they  soon  silenced  them,  and,  rushing 
forward  wiUi  a  shout,  soon  gained  the  simtmiit 
of  the  heights,  captiuring  all  the  enemy's  guns^ 
and  driving  their  infantry  in  great  disorder  and 
confusion  into  the  woods  beyond. 

"  We  now  had  the  key  to  the  enemy's  strong- 
hold, and,  apparently,  the  victory  was  won. 
MdLaws  and  Hood  had  pushed  their  line  well 
up  the  slope  on  the  right;  Wilcox  had  kept  weU 
up  on  his  portion  of  the  line;  Wright  bad 
pierced  the  enemy's  main  line  on  the  summit  of 
McPherson's  heights,  capturing  his  heavy  bat- 
teries, thus  breaking  the  connection  between 
their  right  and  left  wings.  I  said  that,  appa- 
rently, we  had  won  the  victory.  It  remains  to 
be  stated  why  our  successes  were  not  crowned 
with  the  important  results  which  should  have 
followed  such  heroic  daring  and  indomitable 
bravery.  Although  the  order  was  peremptory 
that  all  of  Anderson's  division  should  move  into 
action  simultaneously,  Brig.-Oen.  Posey,  com- 
manding a  Mississippi  brigade,  and  Brig.-Gen. 
Mahone,  commandmg  a  Yirginia  brigade,  fiuled 
to  advance.  This  &ilure  of  these  two  brigades 
to  advance  is  assigned,  as  I  learn  upon  inquiry, 
as  the  reason  wliy  Pender's  division,  of  Hill's 
corps,  did  not  advance — the  order  being,  that 
the  advance  was  to  commence  from  the  right, 
and  be  taken  up  along  our  whole  Ime.  Pender's 
failure  to  advance  caused  the  division  on  his 
left — ^Heth's — ^to  remain  inactive.  Here  we 
have  two  whole  divisions,  and  two  brigades  of 
another,  standing  idle  spectators  of  one  of  thsT 
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•  Meanwlifle,  the  withdrawal  of  a 
division  from  Slocum  had  enabled 
Ewell  to  assail  our  right  wing  in  exk- 
perior  force,  crowding  part  of  it  back 
considerably,  and  seizing  some  of  its 
rifle-pits.  Hence,  just  at  dark,  the 
enemy  assailed  the  right  of  Howard's 
shattered  11th  Qorps,  holding  the  right 
face  of  Cemetery  hill ;  but  gained  no 
essential  advantage. 

Night  closed  the  2d  day  of  July 
and  of  the  battle,  with  the  Bebels 
decidedly  encouraged  and  confident. 
Of  the  seven  corps  composing  our 
army,  three  had  been  severely  han- 
dled, and  at  least  half  their  effective 
strength  demolished.  Keynolds,  com- 
manding the  1st,  and  Brig.-Ghen.  Zook, 
of  Sickles's  corps,  had  been  killed ; 
Sickles,  of  the  3d,  had  had  his  1^ 
shattered  by  a  cannon-ball,  and  was 
out  of  the  fight;  our  total  losses 
up  to  this  hour  were  scarcely  fewer 
than  20,000  men;  and  none  were 
arriving  to  replace  tliem.  The  ground 
whereon  Reynolds  had  fought  and 
fallen  so  gallantly  was  about  the  cen- 
ter of  their  army;  they  held  that 
also  on  which  Howard  had  been  cut 
up,  and  that  from  which  Sickles  had 
been  hurled  in  disorder.  True,  they 
also  had  lost  heavily ;  but  they  had 
reason  for  their  hope  that  the  mor- 


row's triumph  would  richly  repay  all 
their  losses.** 

The  battle  opened  next  day*^  on 
our  right;  where  Slocum — ^his  divi- 
sion having  returned  from  the  left — 
pushed  forward  to  retake  his  lost 
rifle-pits,  and  did  it,  after  a  sharp 
conflict,  reestablishing  his  line,  and 
resting  upon  it.  Meantime,  Lee  had 
reenforced  Longstreet  with  three 
fresh  brigades,  under  Pickett,  which 
arrived  from  Chambersburg  an  hour 
or  two  before  Sedgwick  came  up  on 
our  side,  a  division  from  Ewell,  and 
two  detached  from  Hill;  and  the 
Eebel  left  was  firmly  established  and 
its  batteries  planted  on  the  ridge 
whence  Sickles  had  been  driven. 

There  was  a  pause  of  anxious  ex- 
pectation, fitfully  broken  by  spits  of 
firing  here  and  there,  while  the  Reb- 
els were  making  their  dispositions 
and  posting  their  batteries  for  the 
supreme  effort  which  was  to  decide 
this  momentous  contest.  At  length, 
at  1  p.  M.,  the  signal  was  given,  and 
115  heavy  guns  from  Hill's  and  Long- 
street's  front  crossed  their  fire  on 
Cemetery  hill,  the  center  and  key  of 
our  position.  Here,  a  little  behind 
the  crest,  was  Meade's  headquarters ; 
though  the  hill  had  been  plowed  by 
Rebel  balls  during  the  fierce  fighting 


most  desperate  and  important ,  assaults  that 
has  erer  been  made  on  this  continent — 15,000 
or  80,000  armed  men  resting  on  their  arms,  in 
plain  view  of  a  terrible  battle,  witnessing  the 
mighty  efforts  of  two  little  brigades  (Wright's 
and  Wiloox's ;  for  Perry  had  fallen  back  over- 
powered), contending  with  the  heavy  masses  of 
Tuikee  infantry,  and  subjected  to  a  most  deadly 
fire  (torn  the  enemy^s  heavy  artillery,  without  a 
single  effort  to  aid  them  in  the  assault,  or  to  as- 
sist them  when  the  heights  were  carried.  Per- 
ry's brigade,  which  was  between  Wilcox  and 
Wright,  soon  after  its  first  advance,  was  pressed 
so  heavily  as  to  be  forced  to  retire.  This  left  an 
interval  in  the  line  between  Wright  and  Wilcox, 
and  which  the  enemy  perceiving,  he  threw  a 
heavy  column  into  the  gap  then  made,  deploying 
a  portion  of  it  on  Wilcox's  left  flank,  while  a  large 
force  was  thrown  in  rear  of  Wright's  right  flank. 


The  failure  of  Posey  and  Mahone  to  advance 
upon  Wright's  left  enabled  the  enemy  to  throw 
forward  a  strong  force  on  that  flank,  and  to  push 
it  well  to  his  rear  along  the  Emmitsburg  pike. 
It  was  now  apparent  that  the  day  was  lost-^ 
lost  after  it  had  been  won — ^lost,  not  because  our 
army  fought  badly,  but  because  a  large  portion 
of  it  did  not  flghtatalL" 

••  Lee,  in  his  official  report,  says : 

"After  a  severe  struggle,  Longstreet  succeed- 
ed in  getting  possession  of  and  holding  the  de- 
sired ground.  Ewell  also  carried  some  of  the 
strong  positions  which  he  assailed;  and  the  re- 
sult was  such  as  to  lead  to  the  beUef  that  he 
would  ultimately  be  able  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 
The  battle  ceased  at  dark.  These  partial  suc- 
cesses determined  me  to  continue  the  assault 
next  day."  "  Friday,  July  3, 
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of  the  eve  before — Bome  of  them  com- 
ing over  from  our  left  and  annoying 
our  soldiers  on  the  right.  For  nearly 
two  hours,  this  hill  was  gashed  and 
Beamed  by  round-shot  and  torn  by 
bursting  shells,  while  perhaps  100 
guns  from  our  side  made  fit  reply. 
But  the  enemy  had  concentrated 
their  batteries  for  this  trial,  while 
we  had  not ;  and  here  was  no  broad 
river  valley,  like  that  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  Fredericksburg,  to  ren- 
der the  fire  of  guns  from  bluff  to 
bluff  an  idle  squandering  of  ammu- 
nition.   The  range  was  excellent; 


the  Rebel  batteries  as  well  posted  as 
ours,  while  superior  in  number  and 
in  average  caliber;  so  that,  gradu- 
ally, the  fire  on  our  side  slackened, 
and  at  length  nearly  ceased.  Meade 
or  Howard,  finding  that  our  guns 
had  become  heated,  gave  the  order 
to  cease  firing  and  cool  them ;  though 
the  Rebel  balls  were  still  decima- 
ting our  gunners,  while  our  infantry, 
crouching  behind  every  projection 
and  nestling  in  each  hollow,  awaited 
patiently  the  expected  charge.  And 
now  from  behind  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries emerged  their  infantry  in  line  of 
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battle,  three  or  four  mileB  long,  pre- 
ceded by  a  doud  of  akmnisliers  and 
supported  bjr  a  line  of  reserres,  mov- 
ing Bwiftij  to  the  charge  npon  Oeme- 
teiy  hill,  and  Hancock's  corps  more 
espedally,  but  upon  the  entire  front 
westward  to  Bound  Top.  Let  the 
Bebel  correspondent  of  The  Bichr 
mand  Enqmrer  describe  this  grand 
assault,  as  follows : 

^  Now  the  storming  party  was  moved  up : 
Piekett's  division  in  aayance,  supported  on 
the  right  by  Wiloox^s  brigaoe  and  on  the 
left  bj  Heih*s  division,  commanded  by  Pet- 
tigrew.  The  left  of  Piokett^s  division  oocn- 
pied  the  same  ground  over  which  Wright 
had  passed  the  day  before.  I  stood  npon 
an  eminence  and  watched  this  advance  with 
great  interest ;  I  had  seen  brave  men  pass 
over  that  feited  vaUey  the  day  before ;  I  had 
witnessed  their  death-struggle  with  tiie  foe 
on  the  opposite  heights;  I  had  observed 
their  retnm  with  shattered  ranks,  a  bleed- 
ing mass,  bat  with  unstained  banners.  Now 
I  saw  their  valiant  comrades  prepare  for 
the  same  bloody  trial,  and  already  felt  that 
tiieir  efforts  would  be  vain  unless  their  sup- 
ports should  be  as  true  as  steel  and  brave 
as  lions.  Now  they  move  forward ;  with 
steady,  measured  tread,  they  advance  upon 
the  foew  Their  banners  float  defiantly  in 
the  breeze,  as  onward  in  beautiful  order 
ihey  press  across  the  plain.  I  have  never 
seen  once  the  war  began  (and  I  have  been 
in  all  the  great  fights  of  Uiis  army)  troops 
enter  a  fight  in  such  splendid  order  as  did 
this  splendid  division  of  Pickett's.  Now 
Pettigrew*s  command  emerge  from  the 
woods  upon  Pickett's  left,  and  sweep  down 
the  slope  of  the  htU  to  the  valley  beneath, 
and  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  in 
rear  of  Pickett  I  saw  by  the  wavering  of 
this  line  as  they  entered  the  conflict  that 
they  wanted  the  firmness  of  nerve  and 
steadiness  of  tread  which  so  characterized 
Pickett's  men,  and  I  felt  that  these  men 
would  not,  could  not  stand  the  tremendous 
ordeal  to  which  they  would  soon  be  sub- 
jected. These  were  mostly  raw  troops, 
who  had  been  recently  brought  from  the 
South,  and  who  had,  peviuips.  never  been 
under  fire — who  certainly  had  never  been 
in  any  venr  severe  fight — and  I  trembled  for 
their  conduct.  Just  as  Pickett  was  getting 
well  under  the  enemy's  fire,  our  batteries 


ceased  firing.  This  was  a  fearful  moment 
for  Pickett  and  his  brave  command.  Why 
do  not  our  guns  reopen  their  fire  ?  Is  the  in- 
quiry that  rises  upon  eveiy  lip.  StHl,  our 
batteries  are  nlent  as  death !  Put  on  press 
Hckett's  brave  Virginians;  and  now  tiia 
enemy  open  upon  tibem,  fr<Hn  more  than 
fifty  guns,  a  teirible  fire  of  grape,  shell,  and 
canister.  On,  on  they  move  in  unbroken 
line,  delivering  a  deadly  fire  as  they  ad- 
vance. Now  they  have  reached  the  Sm- 
mitsburg  road :  and  here  they  meet  a  severe 
fire  from  the  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  posted  behind  the  stone  fenoe; 
while  their  artillery,  now  free  from  the 
annoyance  <^  our  artillery,  turn  their  whole 
fire  upon  this  devoted  band.  Still,  they  re* 
main  firm.  Now  again  they  advance;  they 
storm  the  stone  fence;  the  Yankees  fly. 
The  enemy's  batteries  are,  one  by  one^ 
silenced  in  quick  succession  as  Pickett's  men 
deliver  their  fire  at  the  gunners  and  drive 
them  from  their  pieces.  I  see  Kemper  and 
Armistead  plant  their  banner  in  the  enemy's 
works.  I  hear  their  glad  shout  of  victory  I 
"  Let  us  look  after  Pettigrew's  division. 
Where  are  they  now  ?  While  the  victorious 
shout  of  the  gallant  Virginians  is  still  ring- 
ing in  my  ears,  I  turn  my  eyes  to  the  left, 
and  there,  all  over  the  plain,  in  utmost  con- 
fusion, is  scattered  this  strong  division* 
Their  line  is  broken ;  they  are  flying,  ap- 
parently panic-stricken,  to  the  rear.  The 
gallant  Pettigrew  is  wounded ;  but  he  still 
retains  command,  and  is  vainly  striving  to 
rally  his  men.  Still,  the  moving  mass  rash 
pell-mell  to  the  rear ;  ^  and  Pickett  is  left 
alone  to  contend  with  the  hordes  of  the 
enemy  now  pouring  in  upon  him  on  every 
side.  Gamett  falls,  killed  by  a  Mini^  ball; 
and  Kemper,  the  brave  and  chivalrous,  reels 
under  a  mortal  wound,  and  is  taken  to  the 
rear.  Now  the  enemy  move  around  strong 
flanking  bodies  of  infantry,  and  are  rapidly 
gaining  Pickett's  rear.  The  order  is  given 
to  fall  back,  and  our  men  commence  th« 
movement,. doffgedly  contending  for  every 
inch  of  grouna.  The  enemy  press  heavOy 
our  retreating  line,  and  many  noble  spirits 
who  had  passed  safely  through  the  fiery 
ordeal  of  the  advance  and  charge  now  fall  on 
the  right  and  on  the  left.  Armistead  is 
wounded  and  left  in  the  enemy's  hands.  At 
this  critical  moment,  the  shattered  remnant 
of  Wright's  Georgia  brigade  is  moved  for- 
ward to  cover  their  retreat,  and  the  fight 
closes  here.  Our  loss  in  this  charge  was 
very  severe ;  and  the  Yankee  prisoners  taken 
acknowledge  that  theirs  was  immense." 


**  It  is  simple  Justice  to  brave  foes  to  note  that 

this  imputation  on  Pettigrew's  brigade  has  been 

proved  ui\{ust    They  fought  as  well  sad  held  as 

tsnaoiously  as  any  of  their  oqmradss,  having  all 
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but  one  of  their  field  officers  killed  or  wounded ; 
fUling  back  under  oommand  of  a  Hi^.  They 
mustered  2, 800  strong  on  the  morning  of  the  IstoC 
July:  atioU-oall  on  the  4th,  they  numbered  S86« 
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Now  let  Tifl  hear  *  Agate,'  from  our 
side,  describe  that  last,  determined 
effort  of  the  Rebellion  to  maintain  a 
foothold  on  the  free  soil  of  the  North : 

"  The  great,  desperate,  final  charge  came 
at  4.  The  Rebels  seemed  to  have  gathered 
up  all  their  strength  and  desperation  for  one 
fierce,  conyulsive  effort,  that  should  sweep 
over  and  wash  out  onr  obstinate  resistance. 
Thej  swept  ap  as  before :  the  fiower  of  their 
armj  to  the  front,  yictorr  staked  upon  the 
issne.  In  some  places,  they  literally  lifted 
up  and  pushed  back  oar  lines;  but,  that 
terrible  'position'  of  oars! — wherever  they 
entered  it^  enfilading  firesfrom.half  a  score 
of  crests  swept  away  their  columns  like 
merest  chaff.  Broken  and  hurled  back, 
they  easily  fell  into  our  hands ;  and,  on  the 
center  and  left,  t^e  last  half-hour  brought 
more  prisoners  than  all  the  rest 

**  So  it  was  along  the  whole  line ;  but  it 
was  on  the  2d  corps  that  the  flower  of  the 
Rebel  army  was  concentrated;  it  was  there 
that  the  heaviest  shock  beat  upon,and  shook, 
and  even  sometimes  crumbled,  our  line. 

'*  We  had  some  shallow  rifle-pits,  with 
barricades  of  rails  from  the  fences.  The 
Rebel  line,  stretching  away  miles  to  the 
left,  in  magnificent  array,  but  strongest 
here— Pickett's  splendid  division  of  Long- 
street's  corps  in  front,  the  best  of  A.  P. 
Hill's  veterans  in  support — came  steadily, 
and  as  it  seemed  resistlessly,  sweeping  up. 
Our  skirmishers  retired  slowly  from  the 
Emmitsburg  road,  holding  their  ground 
tenaciously  to  the  last  The  Rebels  reserved 
their  fire  till  they  reached  this  same  Em- 
mitsburg road,  then  opened  with  a  terrific 
crash.  From  a  hundred  iron  throats,  mean- 
time, their  artillery  had  been  thundering  on 
our  barricades. 

*'  Hancock  was  wounded ;  Gibbon  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command — ^approved  soldier, 
and  ready  for  the  crids.  As  the  tempest  of 
fire  approached  its  height,  he  walked  along 
the  line,  and  renewed  his  orders  to  the  men 
to  reserve  their  fire.  The  Rebels — three 
lines  deep— came  steadily  up.  They  were 
in  point-blank  range. 

^  At  last,  the  order  came  I  From  thrice 
six  thousand  guns,  there  came  a  sheet  of 
smoky  fiame,  a  crash,  a  rush  of  leaden  death. 
The  line  literally  melted  away ;  but  there 
came  the  second,  resistless  still.  It  had 
been  our  supreme  effort— on  the  instant,  we 
were  not  equal  to  another. 

"  Up  to  the  rifle-pits,  across  them,  over 
the  barricades — the  momentum  of  their 
charge,  the  mere  machine  strength  of  their 
combined  action — swept  them  on.  Our 
thin  line  could  fight,  but  it  had  not  weight 
CQoogh  to  oppose  to  this  momentum.    It 


was  pudied  behind  the  guns.  Right  on  < 
the  Rebels.  They  were  upon  the  guns— 
were  bayoneting  the  gn^nners — were  wav- 
ing their  flags  above  our  pieces. 

(«But  they  had  penetrated  to  the  fatil 
point  A  storm  of  grape  and  caimter  tore 
its  way  from  man  to  man,  and  marked  its 
track  with  corpses  straight  down  their  line ! 
They  had  exposed  themselves  to  the  enfi- 
lading fire  of  the  guns  on  the  western  sloi»e 
of  Cemetery  hill ;  that  exposure  sealed  their 
fate. 

"  The  line  reeled  back— disjointed  already 
— in  an  instant  in  fragments.  Oar  men 
were  just  behind  the  guns.  They  leaped 
forward  upon  the  disordered  mass;  ^nt 
there  was  little  need  for  fighting  now.  A 
reffimejQt  threw  down  its  arms,  and,  with 
colors  at  its  head,  rushed  over  and  surren- 
dered. All  along  the  field,  smaller  detach* 
ments  did  the  same.  Webb's  brigade 
brought  in  800 :  taken  in  as  little  time  as  it 
requires  to  write  the  simple  sentence  that 
tells  it  Gibbon's  old  division  took  16 
stand  of  colors. 

"Over  the  fields,  the  escaped  fragments 
of  the  charging  line  fell  back — ^tbe  battle 
there  was  over.  A  single  brigade,  Har- 
row's (of  which  the  7th  Michigan  is  part), 
came  out  with  54  less  officers,  798  less  men, 
than  it  took  in !  So  the  whole  corps  fonght 
— so  too  they  fought  farther  down  the  line. 

"  It  was  fruitless  sacrifice.  They  gathered 
up  their  broken  fragments,  formed  tbdr 
lines,  and  slowly  marched  away.  It  was 
not  a  rout,  it  iocu  a  bitter,  crushing  defeat 
For  once,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  bsd 
won  a  dean,  honest,  acknowledged  victory." 

Gten.  Doubleday,  testifying  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
"War,  says : 

"  About  2  p.  M.,  a  tremendous  cannonade 
was  opened  on  us  from  at  least  125  guns. 
They  had  our  exact  range,  and  the  destmo- 
tion  was  fearful.  Horses  were  killed  fai 
every  direction ;  I  lost  two  horses  myseH 
while  almost  every  officer  lost  one  or  more, 
and  quite  a  large  number  of  caissons  were 
blown  up.  I  knew  this  was  the  prelude  U> 
a  grand  infantry  charge,  as  artillery  is  gen- 
erally massed  in  this  way,  to  disorganixa 
the  opposing  command,  for  the  infantry  to 
charge  in  the  iilerval.  I  told  my  men  to 
shelter  themselves  in  every  way  behind  ih» 
rocks,  or  little  elevations  of  ground,  while 
the  artillery-firing  took  place,  and  to  spring 
to  their  feet  and  hold  their  ground  as  soon 
as  the  charge  came. 

"When  the  enemy  finally  charged,  tiiey 
came  on  in  three  lines,  with  additional  Unes 
called,  in  military  language,  wings:  the 
object  of  the  wings  beuig  to  prevent  tbs 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OBAWFOBB'S    ADVANOB  — MEADE'S    CAUTION. 


887 


main  force  from  being  flanked.  This  charge 
was  first  directed  toward  mj  lines;  but, 
seeing  that  the/  were  qaite  strong,  five  lines 
deep,  and  well  strengthened  with  rails  and 
atones,  behind  which  the  men  laj,  the  ene- 
my changed  his  mind,  and  conglnded  to  make 
the  attack  on  the  division  of  the  2d  corps, 
on  my  right,  where  there  were  bnt  two 
lines.  He  marched  by  his  right  flank,  and 
then  marched  to  his  front.  In  doing  this, 
the  wing  apparently  did  not  understand  the 
movement,  but  kept  straight  on.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  there  was  a  wide  gap 
between  the  wing  and  the  main  charing 
force,  which  enabled  my  men  on  the  right, 
the  brigade  of  Gen.  Stannard,  to  form  im- 
mediately on  the  flank  of  the  charging 
column,  while  the  enemy  were  subjected 
to  an  awful  fire  of  artillery  in  front.  It  is 
said  some  few  of  them  laid  their  hands  on 
our  guns.  The  prisoners  state  that  what 
ruined  them  was  Stannard*s  brigade  on  their 
flank,  as  they  found  it  impossible  to  contend 
with  it  in  that  position ;  and  they  drew  off, 
all  in  a  hud^e,  to  get  away  from  it  I  sent 
two  regiments  to  charge  them  in  front  at 
the  same  time.  While  this  was  going  on, 
the  enemy  were  subjected  to  a  terrific  artil- 
lery-fire at  short  range ;  and  the  result  was 
that  they  retreated  with  frightfbl  loss. 

^*  Some  five  minutes  after  the  charge  was 
broken  up  and  they  began  to  retreat,  a  large 
number  of  batteries  and  regiments  of  infan- 
try reported  to  me,  as  I  sat  on  horseback, 
for  orders  to  repulse  the  attack.  I  posted 
them,  with  the  approval  of  the  corps  com- 
mander, though  they  were  a  little  too  late  to 
be  of  essential  service. 

*^  I  would  state  that  the  wing  of  the  ene- 
my which  got  astray  was  also  met  by  part 
of  Stannard's  brigade,  which  also  formed 
on  its  fiank,  and  it  also  retreated.  Thus 
the  day  was  won,  and  the  country 
saved.^' 

The  battle  was  over;  and  it  was 
won ;  but  that  was  all.  Onr  guns 
were  nearly  out  of  cartridges ;  the 
reserve  azmnunition  had  been  d^wn 
upon;  a  single  brigade, standing  at 
ease  in  the  rear,  composed  the  entire 
reserve  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
All  beside  had  been  Ulonght  forward 
and  pnt  in,  on  one  point  or  another, 
to  brace  np  the  front  for  that  stem 
ordeaL 

There  was  very  little  fighting  after 
this  decisive  repulse,  save  that  Gen. 
Crawford,  of  Sykes's  division,  hold- 


ing Bound  Top  on  our  left,  at  6 
p.  iL  advanced  McCandless's  brigade, 
by  Meade's  order,  driving  back  a 
battery  which  confronted  him  with- 
out support,  and,  pushing  forward  a 
mile,  took  260  prisoners  (Georgians), 
of  Anderson's  division,  and  recover- 
ing a  12-pounder,  three  caissons, 
7,000  small  arms,  and  all  our  wound- 
ed who  had  fallen  in  Sickles's  repulse, 
after  they  had  hm  24  hours  uncared 
for  within  the  enemy's  lines.  It  was 
manifest  that  the  Bebel  force  had 
mainly  been  withdrawn  from  this 
wing  to  strengthen  the  grand  assault 
nearer^  the  center,  and,  did  not  re- 
turn; as  Crawford  held  the  ground 
thus  gained  without  obje^^on.  He 
could  see  no  reason  why  a  decided 
advance  on  this  wing  of  the  5th  and 
the  still  comparatively  fresh  6th  corps 
might  not  then  have  been  made  with- 
out meeting  serious  opposition. 

Gen.  Meade  has  been  reproached 
as  timid  and  over-cautious;  but  it  is 
plain  that  his  strategy,  though  not 
daring,  was  able  and  wise.  Had  he 
allowed  his  hot-heads  to  dash  their 
commands  at  the  outset  against  the 
Bebel  batteries  on  Seminary  ridge, 
as  they  would  gladly  have  done,  he 
would  have  fought  a  magnificent 
battle  and  probably  been  magnifi- 
cently beaten.  Between  two  great 
armies,  equally  brave,  equally  reso- 
lute, and  equal  in  numbers  and  in  ef- 
fectiveness of  weapons,  the  choice  of 
position  naturally  decides  the  fortune 
of  the  day.  It  is  not  with  these  as 
with  armed  mobs,  where  the  assail- 
ant often  triumphs  by  the  mere 
audacity  of  his  assault — ^the  assailed 
concluding  that  those  who  are  charg- 
ing them  will  not  fly,  so  they  must. 
•Had  Lee  assailed  Bumside  on  the 
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heights  of  Fabnonth,  he  would  have 
been  beaten  most  disastrously.  And, 
though  Meade's  position  at  Gettys- 
burg does  not  compare  in  strength 
with  Lee's  on  the  Fredericksburg 
heights,  it  was  probably  worth  a 
reenforcement  of  10,000  men. 

Nor  is  Meade  justly  blamable  for 
not  pushing  forward  $A  once,  on  the 
heels  of  his  beaten  foes.  Around  him 
lay  nearly  or  quite  one-fourth  of  his 
army,  killed  or  wo\mded ;  he  knew 
that  his  own  ammunition  was  run- 
ning low;  he  did  not  know  that 
Lee's  was  even  more  completely  ex- 
hausted. If  he  had  ordered  a  gen- 
eral advance^  and  been  r^>elled  from 
S^ninary  ridge  by  such  a  fire  as  had 
met  and  crushed  the  Eebel  assailants 
of  Cemetery  hill,  he  would  have  been 
reproached  as  rash  aud  fool-hardy  by 
many  who  have  deemed  him  defi- 
cient in  courage  or  in  heartiness  be- 
cause he  did  not  make  the  Union  a 
Fourth-of-July  present  of  the  rem- 
nant of  Lee's  army. 

His  real  and  grave  error  dated 
several  days  back  of  this.  He  had, 
on  assuming  command,  been  author- 
ized to  do  as  he  judged  best  with 
French's  force  on  Maryland  Heights, 
and  Couch's  in  central  Pennsylvania. 
Had  he,  on  deciding  to  fight  Lee  so 
soon  as  circumstances  favored,  or- 
dered both  these  to  join  him  at  the 
earliest  moment,  he  would  now  have 
been  consciously  master  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  might  have  blocked  Lee's 
return  to  Virginia.  But  he  gave  no 
such  order  to  Couch ;  and  having,  at 
Butterfield's  urgent  suggestion,  with- 


drawn French's  11,000  men  from 
Maryland  Heights,  he  left  7,000  of 
them  standing  idle  at  Frederick,  send- 
ing the  residue  as  train-guards  to 
Washingtofi,  and  actually  apologized 
to  Halleck,  on  meeting  him,  for  hav- 
ing  moved  them  at  all  I  Had  Oet- 
tysburg  been  lost  for  want  of  these 
11,000  men,  his  would  have  been  a 
fearful  responsibility. 

Couch's  militia  were  pronounced 
worthless  by  worthless  officers,  wllo 
forget  what  "Washington,  Gates,  and 
Jackson,  severally  did  with  militia; 
but,  though  they  had  been  only  held 
in  reserve,  <»*  set  to  guarding  trains, 
their  presence  would  have  had  a 
wholesome  moral  effect.  And  now, 
if  they  had  been  at  hand  to  set  on  the 
track  of  the  beaten,  flying  Bebels, 
they  might  have  done  more,  and  could 
not  have  done  less,  than  Sedgwick  did 
when  sent  on  that  same  errand. 


Meade  states  our  losses  in  this  se- 
ries of  battles  around  Gettysburg  at 
2,834  killed,  13,709  wounded,  wd 
6,643  missing  (mainly  taken  prison- 
ers on  the  1st) :  total,  23,186."  He 
only  claims  3  guns  as  captured  this 
side  of  the  Potomac,  wiUi  41  flags 
and  13,621  prisoners — many  of  them 
wounded,  of  course.  He  adds  that 
24,978  small  arms  were  collected  cm 
the  fleld ;  but  part  of  them  may  have 
been  previously  our  own. 

Lee  gives  no  return  of  his  losses; 
but  they  were  probably  not  materi- 
ally greater  nor  less  than  ours" — onr 
men  fighting  dH  the  defensive,  some- 
what protected  by  breastworks,  and 


"  Among  our  killed,  not  8lread7  mentioned, 
were  Brig.-Gens.  a  H.  Weed,  N.  T.,  and  K  J. 
Farnsworth,  Mich. ;  Ools.  Vinoent  and  Willard 
(commanding  brigikles),  Croaa,  6th  K.  H., 
O'Borke,  140th  K.  T.,  Revere,  aoth  Maaa^  and 
Tajlor,  Pa.  'Buoktaila.'    Among  oar  wounded 


were   Brig.-Gen8.  Gibbon,    Barlow,   Stannard^ 
Webb,  and  Paul. 

^  P(^lard  rather  oandidlj  says : 

"  On  our  aide,  Hokett'a  diTision  had  been  6D^ 
gaged  in  the  hotteat  work  of  the  day.  and  the 
hayoc  in  ita  ranka  was  i^paUing.    Ita  losaei  on 
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having  the  adraulaige  of  poeition. 
Donbtiess,  our  loss  was  mncli  the 
greater  on  the  firrt  day,  a  little  more 
tiian  the  enemy's  on  the  second,  and 
far  the  less  on  the  third.  Proba- 
bly, 18,000  killed  and  wonnded,  with 
10,000  nnwonnded  prisoners,  would 
pretty  fairly  measure  the  C!onfederate 
lessee  during  their  Pennsylvania  cam- 
paign.   

During  the  2d  and  3d,  the  cavalry 
of  either  army,  hovering  around  its 
danks,  ready  to  make  a  dash  at  the 
trains  or  camps  of  its  adversary  if 
opportunity  should  serve,  had  had 
several  slight  collisions,  but  no  seri- 
ous contest.  On  the  3d,  an  attempt 
of  Hood,  by  a  movement  on  the  Em-, 
mitsbnrg  road,  to  turn  our  left — 
which  Gen.  Meade  regarded  as  our 
weak  point — ^was  defeated  by  Merritt's 
cavalry  brigade,  then  coming  up  from 
Emmitsburg  with  intent  to  strike  the 
rear  and  flank  of  the  Bebel  right,  and 
by  Famsworth's  brigade,  which  was 
guarding  our  own  flank  in  that  quar- 
ter, Gre^s  division  watched  our 
right  flank,  confronted  by  Stuart. 
Ko  important  advantage  was  gained 
on  either  side ;  but  a  considerable  in- 
fantry force  under  Hood  seems  to 
have  been  neutralized,  during  the 
grand  assault,  by  the  sturdy  efforts 
of  Merntt  and  Famsworth,  which 
were  held  to  indicate  that  a  strong 


infantry  force  was  behind  them,  ready 
to  strike  hea3nly  and  attempt  to  turn 
the  Bebel  right. 

The  battle  being  over,  Pleasanton, 
who  was  in  chief  command  of  the 
cavalry,  urged  Meade  to  order  a 
general  advance ;  being  satisfied  by 
appearances  that  not  only  was  the 
Rebel  army  demoralized  and  b^in^ 
ning  to  retreat,  but  nearly  out  of 
ammunition.  But,  as  it  was  not 
certain  that  the  enemy  was  going, 
Meade  chose  to  be  assured  on  that 
point,  by  a  cavalry  reconnoissance  to 
the  Bebel  rear.  Pleasanton  accord- 
ingly dispatched  some  cavalry  on  this 
errand,  who  rode  all  night ;  Gregg, 
who,  moving  by  our  right,  had  been 
out  22  miles  on  the  Chambersburg 
road,  returning  first,  at  8  A.  m.,"  and 
reporting  that  road  strewn  with 
wounded  and  stragglers,  ambulances 
and  caissons,  showing  that  not  only 
was  the  enemy  in  full  retreat,  but 
that  he  was  completely  demoralized. 
Gr^g  had  easily  taken  quite  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  Other  commanders 
of  cavalry,  returning  later  from  sim- 
ilar reconnoissances  on  other  roads, 
found  them  likewise  covered,  and 
captured  many  stragglers  and  wagons. 
Still,  as  Meade  did  not  advance  in 
force  on  their  direct  line  of  retreat," 
and  as  the  movement  of  the  artillery 
and  trains  of  a  great  army  requires 


this  day  are  famous,  and  should  be  oommemora- 
ted  in  detail  Ererr  Brig^ier  ih  the  division 
vaa  killed  or  wounded.  Out  of  24  regimental 
officers,  onlj  two  escaped  unhurt  The  Colooels 
of  five  Yirginia  regimeiits  were  killed.  Hie 
9th  Virginia  went  in  250  strong,  and  came  out 
with  only  38  men ;  white  ifl^qually  gallant  19th 
rivaled  the  terrible  ^ry  of  sKh  devoted  courage.* ' 
Among  the  Bebel  killed  were  Brig.-Qens. 
Barksdale,  Miss.,  and  Gaijiett,  Ya.  Among  their 
wounded,  Mi^.-Qenfl.  Hood,  Trimble,  Heth,  and 
Pender,  the  latter  mortally;  Brig^Gens.  Petti- 
grew,  Kempeif  Scales,  G.  T.  Anderson,  Hamp- 
ton, J.  IL  Joeea^  Jenkins,  Armistead,  SDd 
Semmes:  the  two  latter  ttortally. 


*>  Saturday,  July  4. 

•(Jen.  i).  B.  Bimey,  who  succeeded  Gen. 
Sickles  in  the  command  of  the  3d  corps,  says: 

**  I  was  ordered  to  send  out  a  reconnoissance 
at  daylight  [on  the  4th]  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  the  enemy.  I  did  so  early  Sunday  morning, 
and  reported  that  the  enemy  were  in  f\ill  retreat 
I  also  sent  back  for  permissioii  to  open  upon  the 
enemy  with  my  rifled  batteries  as  ihey  were 
crossing  a  point  very  near  me,  upon  the  turn- 
pike going  toward  Hagerstown ;  ^and  the  staff 
officer  brought  me  permission  to  do  so.  I  had 
co&unenced  the  movement  to  attack,  when  ano- 
ther staff  officer  arrived  fVom  Gen.  Meade  with 
a  written  order  fhmi  him  to  make  no  attadc; 
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time,  the  Bebel  pickets  along  their 
front  were  not  withdrawn  till  2  a.  il 
of  next  day."  Meantime,  an  advance 
division  of  Conch's  militia,  about 
6,000  strong,  nnder  Gen.  W.  ^  F. 
['  Baldy^  Smith,  had  come  up  in  our 
rear;  reporting  to  Gen.  Meade  on  the 
4th. 

!Nezt  morning,  there  could  no 
longer  be  even  an  affectation  of 
doubt  that  the  enemy  were  in  full 
retreat;  and  Sedgwick's  (6th)  corps 
was  ordered"  to  follow  on  the  track 
of  the  fugitives.  The  spirit  in  which 
this  pursuit  was  prosecuted  is  thus 
portrayed  by  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  com- 
manding a  division  of  that  corps, 
who  thus  narrates  **  its  progress  and 
results: 

^On  the  4th  of  July,  it  seemed  evident 
enoiigb  that  the  enemj  were  retreating. 
How  fat  thej  were  gone,  we  oonld  not  see 
from  the  front  We  could  see  but  a  com- 
paradveljr  small  force  from  the  position 
where  I  was.  On  Sunday,  the  5th  and  6th 
corps  moved  in  pursuit.  As  we  moved,  a 
small  rear-guard  of  the  enemy  retreated. 
We  followed  them,  with  this  small  rear- 
guard of  the  enemy  before  us,  up  to  Fair- 
field, in  a  gorge  of  the  mountiuns.  There 
we  again  waited  for  them  to  go  on.  There 
seemed  to  be  no  disposition  to  push  this 
rear-guard  when  we  got  up  to  Fairfield.  A 
lieutenant  from  the  enemy  came  into  our 
lines  and  gave  himself  up.  He  was  a 
Northern  Union  man,  in  service  in  one  of 
the  Georgia  regiments ;  and,  without  being 
asked,  he  unhesitatingly  told  me,  when  I 
met  him  as  he  was  being  brought  in,  that 
he  belonged  to  the  artiSery  of  the  rear- 
guard of  the  enemy,  and  that  they  had  but 
two  rounds  of  ammunition  with  the  rear- 
guard. But  we  waited  there  without  re- 
ceiving any  orders  to  attack.  It  was  a  plac^e 
where,  as  I  informed  Gen.  Sedgwick,  we 
could  easily  attack  the  enemy  with  advan- 
tage. But  no  movement  was  made  by  us 
until  the  enemy  went  away.  Then,  one 
brigade  of  my  division,  with  some  cavalry, 
was  sent  to  follow  on  after  them,  while  the 
remainder  of  the  6th  corps  moved  to  the 


left.  We  moved  on  through  Boonsboro!, 
and  passed  up  on  tiie  pike  road  leading  to 
Hagerstown.  After  passing  Boonsboro\  it 
became  my  turn  to  lead  the  6th  corps.  That 
day,  just  before  we  started.  Gen.  Sedgwick 
ordered  me  to  move  on  and  take  up  the  best 
position  I  could  over  a  littie  stream  on  the 
Frederick  side  of  Funkstown.  As  I  moved 
on,  it  was  su^ested  to  me  by  him  to  move 
carefully.  *Do  n't  come  into  contact  with 
the  enemy ;  we  do  n't  want  to  bring  on  a 
generid  engagement'  It  seemed  to  be  the 
current  impression  that  it  was  not  desired 
to  brinff  on  a  general  engagement  I  moved 
on  until  we  came  near  Funkstown.  Gen. 
Buford  was  along  that  way  with  his  cavalry. 
I  had  passed  over  the  stream  referred  to, 
and  found  a  strong  position,  which  I  con- 
cluded to  take  and  wait  for  tiie  6th  corps  to 
come  up.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Buford, 
who  was  in  front,  came  back  to  me  and 
said, '  I  am  pretty  hardly  engaged  here;  I 
have  used  a  great  deal  of  my  ammunition ; 
it  is  a  strong  place  in  front ;  it  is  an  excel- 
lent position.'  It  was  a  little  &rther  out 
than  I  was — nearer  Funkstown.  He  said, 
'  I  have  used  a  great  deal  of  my  ammuni- 
tion, and  I  ought  to  go  to  the  right ;  sup- 
pose you  move  up  there,  or  send  up  a  brig- 
ade, or  even  a  part  of  one,  and  hold  that 
position.'  Said  i,  *  I  will  do  so  at  once,  if  I 
can  just  communicate  with  Gen.  Sedgwick ; 
I  am  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  over  here 
and  hold  it,  and  the  intimation  conveyed  to 
me  was  that  they  did  not  want  to  get  into 
a  general  engagement ;  I  will  send  for  Gen. 
S^gwick,  and  ask  permission  to  hold  that 
position  and  relieve  you.'  I  accordingly 
sent  a  stalf  officer  to  Gen«  Sedgwick,  with  a 
request  that  I  might  go  up  at  once  and  assist 
Gen.  Buford ;  stating  that  he  had  a  strong 
poution,  but  his  ammunition  was  giving 
out.  Gen.  Buford  remained  with  me  untU 
I  should  get  an  answer.  The  answer  was. 
*  No,  we  do  not  want  to  bring  on  a  eenerai 
engi^ement '  *  Well,'  said  I,  *  Buford,  what 
can  I  do  ?'  He  said, '  They  expect  me  to  go 
farther  to  the  right;  my  ammunition  is 
pretty  much  out.  That  position  is  a  strong 
one,  and  we  ought  not  to  let  it  go.'  I  sent 
down  again  to  Gen.  Sedgwick,  stating  the 
condition  of  Gen.  Buford,  and  that  he  would 
have  to  leave  unless  he  could  get  some 
assistance ;  that  his  position  was  not  far  in 
front,  and  that  it  seemed  to  me  that  we 
should  hold  it,  an/^I  should  like  to  send 
some  force  up  to  picket  it  at  least  After  a 
time,  I  got  a  reply  that,  if  Gen.  Buford  left, 
I  might  occupy  tiie  position.    Gen.  Buford 


which  was  done.  My  skirmishers  advanced  and 
took  possession  of  their  hospitals,  with  a  large 
number  of  their  wounded.  I  had  sent  sooie 
twenty  orderlies  with  a  staff  officer,  who  led  the 
reoonnoissance;  and  I  reported  these  facts  con- 


stantly to  Gen.  Meade;  but  this  peremptoiy 
order  from  him  not  to  open  fire  at  all  prevented 
any  pursuit  of  the  enemy." 
*»  July  6.  *•  July  5,  11  a.  ic 

^  Before  Committee  on  the  Gondoot  of  the  War. 
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was  stiH  with  me,  and  I  said  to  him, '  If  jon 
go  away  from  there,  I  will  have  to  hold  it.' 
' That  'a  all  riffht,'  said  he ;  ^  I  will  go  awaj.' 
He  did  so,  and  I  moved  right  np.  It  was  a 
pretty  good  position,  where  yon  could  cover 
your  troops.  Soon  after  relieving  Buford, 
we  saw  some  Rebel  infantry  advancing.  I 
do  not  know  whether  they  brought  Uiem 
firom  Hagerstown,  or  from  some  ol£er  place. 
They  mtAe  three  dashes,  not  in  heavy  force, 
imon  our  line  to  dirive  us  back.  The  troops 
that  happened  to  be  there  on  our  line  were 
what  we  considered  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  unusually  good  ones.  They  quietly 
repulsed  the  Bebels  twice;  and,  the  third 
time  they  came  up,  they  sent  them  flying 
into  Funkstown. 

**Tet  there  was  no  permission  to  move 
on  and  follow  up  the  enemy.  We  remained 
there  some  time,  until  we  had  orders  to 
move  on  and  take  a  position  a  mile  or  more 
nearer  Hagerstown.  As  we  moved  up.  we 
saw  that  the  Rebels  had  some  light  field- 
works— hurriedly  thrown  up,  apparently — 
to  cover  themselves  while  they  rdcrossed 
the  river.  I  think  we  remained  there  three 
days;  and  the  third  night,  I  think,  after  we 
got  up  into  that  position,  it  was  said  tiie 
Bebels  rterossed  the  river." 


The  4th  and  6th  were  devoted  by 
OteiL  Meade  to  caring  for  the  wound- 
ed and  burying  the  dead;  part  of 
our  carabrj  pursuing  on  the  Cash- 
town  road,  as  Sedgwick  did  on  that 
by  Fairfield.  On  the  5th,  Meade 
was  satisfied  that  Lee  had  retreated; 
but  he  believed  that  he  was  falling 
back  into  the.  Cumberland  Yalley — 
not  making  for  the  shelter  of  the 
Potomac.  He  decided  to  move  the 
great  body  of  his  forces  by  the  left 
flank  through  Boonsboro'  Pass,  and 
so  place  himself  between  the  enemy 
and  his  resources.  But  Sedgwick 
soon  reported  **  that  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  was  in  position  in  and 
around  Fairfield  Pa^  and  that  it 
might  be  necessary  to  fight  another 
battle  in  those  mountains.  Here- 
upon, the  6th  corps  and  some  other 
troops  were  sent  to  reenforce  Sedg- 
wick, and  the  1st  and  8d,  which  hi^ 


been  started  by  Butterfiel4>  chief  of 
stafT,  on  the  Boonsboro'  road,  were 
halted ;  while  others,  farther  in  ad- 
vance, moved  on.  Soon,  word  cam« 
from  Sedgwick  that  it  was  unwise  to 
push  the  enemy  farther  on  the  route 
he  was  following;  whereupon,  the 
whole  army  was  impelled  down  the 
Middletown  -road;  Sedgwick  being 
ordered  to  move  the  most  of  his  com- 
mand from  Fairfield  Pass  by  Em- 
mitsburg  to  join  the  main  body. 
Arrived  at  Middletown,  the  army 
was  halted  a  4ay  to  rest  and  refit, 
and  then  moved  through  South 
Mountain  by  Boonsboro'  to  Hager»- 
town  and  the  Potomac ;  where  Lee 
had  of  course  arrived  before  it,  taken 
a  strong  position,  and  was  prepared 
to  maintain  it.  Lee  says,  in  his  offi- 
cial report: 

'*  The  armj  remained  at  Gettjshnr^  dur- 
ing the  4th,  and  at  night  hegan  to  retire  hj 
the  road  to  Fairfield,  carrying  with  it  ahont 
4,000  prisoners.  Nearly  3,000  had  previ- 
ously heen  paroled ;  but  the  enemy ^s  numer- 
ous wounded,  that  had  fallen  into  our  hands 
after  the  first  and  second  day's  engagements, 
were  left  behind. 

'*  Little  progress  was  made  that  night, 
owing  to  a  severe  storm,  which  greatly  em- 
barrassed our  movements.  The  rear  of  the 
column  did  not  leave  its  position  near  Get- 
tysburg untU  after  daylight  on  the  5th. 

^*  The  march  was  continued  during  that 
day  without  interruption  by  the  enemy,  ex- 
cept an  unimportant  demonstration  upon  our* 
rear  in  the  afternoon,  when  near  Fairfield, 
which  was  easily  checked.  Part  of  our  train 
moved  by  the  road  through  Fairfield,  and^ 
the  rest  by  the  way  of  Oashtown,  guarded, 
by  G^n.  Imboden.  In  passing  through  the 
mountains,  in  advance  of  the  column,  the- 
great  length  of  the  trains  exposed  them  tO' 
attack  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  cap- 
tured a  number  of  wagons  and  ambulances;- 
but  they  succeeded  in  reaching  Williams- 
port  without  serious  loss. 

"  They  were  attacked  at  that  place  on  the. 
6th  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  gal- 
lantly repulsed  by  G^n.  Imboden.  The  at- 
tackinff  force  was  subsequently  encountered 
and  driven  off  by  G^en.  Stuart,  and  puraued' 
for  several  miles  in  the  direction  of  Boons- 


•July  6. 
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boro\  The  army,  after  an  aidnooa  mardi, 
rendered  more  difficult  by  the  rains,  reached 
Hagerstown  on  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  and 
morning  of  the  7th  July." 

He  had  had  a  manrelouB  eBcai>e. 
When  hiB  shattered  colnmnB  com- 
menced their  retreat  from  Getty»- 
bnrg,  few  of  his  offioars  can  hare  im- 
agined that  they  would  ever  reach 
Virginia  with  their  artillery  and  most 
of  tiieir  trains.  There  was  not  a 
probability  that  they  could  recross 
the  Potomac  with  more  than  the 
wreck  of  an  army.  But  heavy  rains 
fell,  as  usual  after  great  battles ;  and 
these  are  apt  to  impede  pursuers 
more  than  pursued,  though  they  need 
not.  Then,  every  sort  of  miscalcula- 
tion combined  with  lack  of  energy  to 
impede  the  progress  of  our  army ;  so 
that  Lee  had  had  four  days  wherein 
to  strengthen  his  position  at  Wil- 
liamaport  befbre  Meade  was  there  *^ 
to  assail  him. 

But  neither  Lee's  army  nor  his 
troubles  were  yet  over.  The  heavy 
rains  following  the  battle  had  swelled 
the  Potomac  to  an  unfordable  state ; 
while  Gen.  French,  who,  with  7,000 
veterans,  had  been  left  idle  at  Fred- 
erick during  the  great  events  in  Penn- 
sylvania, had,  without  orders,  sent  a 
cavalry  force  to  Falling  Waters  and 
Williamsport,  which  captured  the 
weak  guard  left  by  Lee  to  hold  his 
bridge,  which  they  forthwith  de- 
stroyed.' Lee's  hold  on  the  Mary- 
land bank  was  therefore  compulsory, 
while  he  collected  material  and  re- 
paired or  renewed  his  bridge.  Ere 
this  was  accomplished,^*  Meade's  ar^ 
my  was  before  him,  strengthened  by 
French's  division,  and  by  part  of 
Couch's  militia,  which  had  reported 
at  Gettysburg  and  joined  the  army 
at  Boonsboro'. 


The  ISih  having  been  spent  in  get- 
ting our  troops  into  position.  Gen. 
Meade  called  a  council  of  his  corps 
commanders,  to  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  attacking  next  morning.  The 
council  sat  long  and  debated  earnest- 
ly.   Gens.  Howard,  Pleasanton,  and 
Wadsworth  (in  place  of  Beynolds, 
killed)  urged  and  voted  to  attack; 
but  G^ns.  Sedgwick,  Slocum,  Sykes, 
French,  and  Hays  (in  place  of  Han- 
cock, wounded  at  Gettysbui^)  op- 
posed it.    Oten.  Meade,  having  heard 
aU,  stated  that  his  judgment  favored 
an  attack — ^that  he  came  th^re  to  ' 
fight,  and  could  s^e  no  good  reason 
for  not  fighting.     Still,  he  could  not 
take  the  responsibility  of  ordering  an 
assault  against  the  advice  of  a  major- 
ity of  his  corps  commanders — hnx 
of  them  ranking  officers  of  the  army 
next  to  himself.    His  decision  would 
seem  to  have  been  a  mistake ;  bnt  he 
had  been  in  command  little  more 
than  a  fortnight,  and  the  responsibil- 
ity of  overruling  a  majority  and  the 
seniors  among  his  counselors  was  a 
grave  one.    At  all  events,  he  did 
not  take  it:  so  our  army  stood  idle 
throughout  the  following  day;  and 
in  the  night  Lee  withdrew  across  the 
Potomac,  leaving  (he  says)  but  two- 
stalled  guns,  a  few  disabled  wagons, 
and  some  weary  stragglers,  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  his  pursuers. 

This,  however,  is  not  exactly  true. 
Kilpatrick,  commanding  our  cavaliy 
on  the  left,  learning  at  3  a.  u.  that 
the  enemy's  pickets  in  his  firont  were 
retiring,  started  aft;er  them,  and,  at 
7i  A.  M.,  came  up,  about  two  miles 
from  their  bridge  at  Falling  "Waters, 
with  their  rear-guard,  under  Gen. 
Pettigrew,who  had  taken  up  a  strong 
position  and  contested  thereon  his  ad- 


«  July  12. 


•July  13. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MBABB   IN    VIROIKIA— FIGHT    IN    MAN^ASSAS    GAP.      8M 


rano^.  A  gallaiit  sabeivcharge  by 
tiie  6th  Micbigan,  Maj.  Webber,  into 
and  over  their  earthwoi^  was  re- 
poked  with  loss — Maj.  Webber  being 
among  the  lolled;  b«t,  after  a  fight 
of  over  two  hours,  the  enemy  was 
driven  to  the  river,  with  a  loss  of  125 
killed  and  1,500  prisoners,  which  in- 
dades  50  (k  their  wonnded.  Gten. 
Pettigrew  was  here  mortally  wound- 
ed.   Onr  total  loss  was  105. 


Onr  cavalry  advance,  CoL  J.  I. 
Gre^,  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Har- 
per's Perry  that  day,**  and  moved 
oat,  next  morning,  from  Bolivar 
Heights  on  the  Winchester  turnpike 
to  Hall's  Mills,  thence  taking  the  road 
'  to  Shepherdstown ;  where  it  was  soon 
involved  in  a  spirited  fi^t  with  Fitz 
Hugh  Lee's  cavalry,  and  dHven  back 
a  short  distance  to  a  strong  position, 
where  it  held  its  ground,  repulsing 
several  determined  charges,  until  the 
Bebels  were  willing  to  give  it  up. 
The  day's  loss  was  about  100  on 
either  side ;  Cols.  Drake  (Ist  Yir- 
^nia)  and  Or^g  were  among  the 
Kebel  killed ;  Capt  Fisher,  16th  Pa., 
being  the  highest  officer  lost  on  our 
side.  The  groxmd  was  so  rough  and 
wooded  that  nearly  all  the  fighting 
was  done  on  foot 

Oen.  Meade  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  Berlin  on  the  18th  j  moving  by 
Lovettsville,'*  Union,"  TJpperville,'* 
and  Salem,"  to  Warrenton  ;**  thus 
retaking  the  line  of  the  KappiJian- 
Bock  which  our  army  had  left  hardly 
two  months  before.    This  movement 


being  in  advance  of  Lee,  who  halted 
for  some  days  near  Bunker  ^ill,  and 
made  a  feint  of  recrossing  the  Poto- 
mac, Meade  was  enabled  to  seize  all 
the  passes  through  the  Blue  Bidge 
north  of  the  Bappahannock,  barring 
the  enemy's  egress  from  the  Shenan- 
doah Yalley  save  by  a  tedious  flank 
march. 

Meade,  misled  by  his  scouts,  had 
expected  to  fight  a  battle  in  Manas- 
sas QtBip — or  ratiier,  on  the  west  side 
of  it — ^where  our  cavalry,  under  Bu- 
ford,  found  the  Bebels  in  force;* 
when  the  3d  (French's)  corps  was 
sent  in  haste  from  Ashby's  Gap  to 
Buford's  support,  and  its  1st  division, 
Gen.  Hobart  Ward,  pushed  throu^  *^ 
the  Gup,  and  the  Excelsior  (New 
York)  brigade.  Gen.  F.  R  Spinola, 
made  three  heroic  chaiges  up  so 
many  steep  and  difficult  ridges,  dis- 
lodging and  driving  the  enemy  with 
mutual  loss — General  Spinola  being 
twice  wounded.  Col.  Famum  and 
Major  McLean,  1st  Excelsior,  were 
also  wounded,  and  Oapt  Ben.  Price  ** 
killed. 

Next  morning,  our  soldi^B  pushed 
fOTward  to  Front  Eoyal,  but  encoun- 
tered no  enemy.  Unknown  to  us, 
ihe  Excelsiors  had  b(Ben  fighting  a 
brigade  of  Ewell's  men,  who  were 
holding  the  Ghip  while  Bhodes's  di- 
vision, forming  the  rear-guard  of 
Lee's  army,  marched  past  up  the 
valley,  and  had,  of  course,  followed 
on  its  footsteps  dnring  the  night.  No 
enemy  remained  to  fight;  but  two 
days  were  lost  by  Meade  getting  into 


•July  14    •July  19.   "July  20.   "July  22. 
"July  24.  ••July  26.         "July  24. 

*0i^  Prioe  hftd  b«en  for  yean  hononbly 
distinguished  as  an  ardent,  indefatigable^  effi- 
cient advocate  for  the  limitation  of  the  area  of 
faufifidual  ownership  ai  real  estate^  and  more 


especially  of  the  National  Homestead  bill  He 
Tolnnteered  at  the  ybij  outset  of.  the  war,  and 
gave  his  best  efforts  and  his  life  for  Freedom 
and  Equal  Bights  to  all  manldnd.  Though 
distingdshed  by  gallantry,  capacity^  intelli- 
gence, and  seal,  he  entered  the  senrioe  a  captain, 
and  died  a  captain. 
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and  out  of  the  Gap ;  during  which, 
Lee  moyed  rapidly  southwu^,  pass- 
ing around  our  right  flank  and  ap- 
pearing in  our  firont  when  our  army 
again  looked  acroes  the  Bappahan- 
nock. 


So  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Lee 
had  started  for  the  Korth  with  all 
the  force  that  he  could  muster,  Oten. 
Dix,  commanding  at  Fortress  Mon- 
roe, was  directed  to  make  a  demon- 
stration on  Richmond.  Oen.  Keyes 
Vas  appointed  to  lead  it  Starting*^ 
from  White  House,  about  6,000  men 
of  all  arms,  under  the  more  immedi- 
ate command  of  Gen.  Getty,  with  at 
least  as  many  more  behind  at  call, 
Keyes  moved  up  to  Baltimore  Cross- 
roads, whence  some  1,600  cavalry 
were  sent  forward  to  bum  the  Central 
Bailroad  bridge  over  the  South  Anna, 
which  they  effected.  There  was  some 
skirmishing  at  various  points,  with 
the  advantage  oftener  on  the  side  of 
the  enemy ;  the  upshot  of  all  being 
that  Keyes  retreated  without  a  seri- 
ous fight,  and  without  having  accom- 
plished any  thing  worth  the  cost  of 
the  movement.  As  Richmond  was 
defended  by  a  single  brigade  under 
Wise,  with  such  lielp  as  might  be 
hastily  summoned  from  points  feurther 
south  or  obtained  fix>m  her  office- 
holders and  other  exempts  organized 
as  militia,  it  seems  obvious  that  a 
more  determined  leader,  who  would 
not  have  fallen  back  withou|i  know- 
ing why,  was  badly  needed.  A  spir- 
ited, resolute  dash  might  have  given 
us  Richmond  on  the  same  day  that 
Grant  took  possession  of  surrendered 
Yicksburg  and  Lee  recoiled  from 
Meade's  unshaken  front  at  Gettys- 
burg.   


Gen.  Buford,  with  his  cavalry  di- 
vision, pushed^  across  the  river,  at 
Rappahannock  Station,  and  crowded 
back,  first  a  brigade,  then  a  division, 
of  Stuart's  cavalry  nearly  to  Culpep- 
per Court  House,  when  their  infantiy 
compelled  him  to  retreat,  fighting,  till 
he  was  supported  by  the  1st  carps; 
when  the  foe  in  turn  desisted.  Our 
loss  this  day  was  140,  including  16 
killed. 

Gen.  Kilpatrick  next  crossed  "Vt 
Port  Conway  below  Fredericksburg, 
driving  before  him  a  Rebel  force  sta- 
tioned on  this  side,  and  burning  two 
gunboats  recently  captured  by  the 
Rebels  on  the  Potomac,  and  run  into 
the  Rappahannock  for  future  use. 

Gen.  Pleasanton  next  crossed**  the  ' 
Rappahannock  at  Kelly's  and  other 
fords  with  most  of  our  cavabry,  in 
three  divisions,  under  Buford,  Kil- 
patrick, and  Gregg,  pressing  back 
Stuart's  cavalry  to  Brandy  Station 
and  Culpepp^  Court  House,  and 
thence  across  the  Rapidan,  capturing 
two  guns  and  quite  a  body  of  prison- 
ers. Otherwise,  the  losses  on  either 
side  were  light.  Gen.  Warren,  with 
the  2d  corps,  supported-  our  cavalry, 
but  was  at  no  time  engaged. 

This  reconnoissance  having  proved 
that  -Lee  had  depleted  his  army  to 
reenforce  Bragg  in  Tennessee,  Gen. 
Meade  crossed*^  the  Rappahannock 
in  force,  posting  himself  at  Culpep- 
per Court  House,  throwing  forward 
two  corps  to  the  Rapidan ;  which  he 
was  preparing  to  cross  when  he  was 
ordered  fit)m  Washington  to  detach** 
the  11th  and  12th  corps,  under  Hook- 
er, to  the  aid  of  our  army  at  Chatta- 
nooga. Being  reenforced  soon  after- 
warf,  he  sent**  Gen.  Buford,  with  his 
cavalry  division,  across  the  Rapidan 
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to  nncoyer  the  upper  fords,  prq[Mira- 
toryto  an  advanceof  thelet  and  6tb 
corps;  but  Lee  at  the  same  time  cross- 
ing Bobertson's  river  and  advancing 
in  force  from  Madison  Court  House  on 
our  right,  Meade  fell  back**  across  the 
Bappahannock ;  our  cavalry,  under 
Pleasanton,  covering  the  retreat,  and 
being  engaged  from  Culpepper  Court 
House  to  Brandy  Station,  where  Bu- 
ford  rejoined  him,and  the  enemy  were 
held  in  check  till  evening,  whenPleas- 
anton  withdrew  acro^  the  river. 

Meade  now,  presuming  the  enemy 
in  force  at  Culpepper  Court  House, 
pushed  over**  the  6th,  5th,  and  2d 
corps  to  Brandy  Station,  while  Bu- 
ford's  cavalry  moved  in  the  van  to 
Culpepper  Court  House;  when,  on 
hearing  from  Qen..  Gregg,  command- 
ing the  cavalry  division  on  our  right, 
that  the  enemy  had  driven  him  back 
from  Hazel  run  across  the  Bappa- 
hannock, and  were  crossing  at  Sul- 
phur Springs  and  Waterloo  in  heavy 
force,  Meade  hastily  drew  back  his 
army  across  the  river  and  retreated** 
to  Catlett's  Station  and  thence"  to 
Centerville;  Gregg,  with  the  4th  and 
18th  Pa.  and  1st  N.  Y.  cavalry  and 
10th  N.  T.  infantry,  being  surround- 
ed and  attacked**  near  JefiEerson, and 
routed,  with  a  loss  of  500,  mainly 
prisoners. 

Our  army  was  sharply  and  impu- 
dently pursued,  especifJly  by  Stuart's 
cavalry,  who  gathered  up  quite  a 
number  of  prisoners,  mainly  strag- 
glers, of  little  value  unless  to  ex- 
change. Stuart,  with  2,000  of  his 
cavalry,  pressed  our  rear  so  eagerly 
that,  when  near  Catlett's  Station,** 
he  had  inadvertently  got  ahead,  by  a 
flank  movement,  of  our  2d  corps, 
Oten.  Warren,  acting  as  rear-guard ; 


and  was  hemmed  in  where  his  whole 
command  must  have  been  destroyed 
or  captured  had  he  not  succeeded  in 
hiding  it  in  a  thicket  of*  old-field 
pines,  dose  by  the  road  whereon  our 
men  marched  by :  the  rear  of  the  corps 
encamping  close  beside  the  enemy, 
utterly  unsuspicious  of  their  neigh- 
borhood, though  every  word  uttered 
in  our  lines  as  they  passed  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  by  the  lurking  foe.  Stu- 
art fit  first  resolved  to  abandon  his 
guns  and  attempt  to  escape  with 
moderate  loss,  but  finally  picked 
three  of  his  men,  gave  them  muskets, 
made  them  up  so  as  to  look  as  much 
as  possible  like  our  soldi^^,  and  thus 
drop  silently  into  our  ranks  as  they 
passed,  march  a  while,  then  slip  out 
on  the  other  side  of  the  column,  and 
make  all  haste  to  Gen.  Lee  at  War- 
ronton,  in  quest  of  help.  During  the 
night,  two  of  our  o£Scers,  who  stepped 
into  the  thicket,  were  quietly  captured. 

At  daylight,  the  crack  of  skirmish- 
ers' muskets  in  the  distance  gave  to- 
ken that  Lee  had  received  and  re- 
sponded to  the  prayer  for  help;  when 
Stuart  promptly  opened  with  grape 
and  canister  on  the  rear  of  our  as- 
tounded column,  which  had  bivou- 
acked just  in  his  fi'ont,  throwing  it 
into  such  coniusion  that  he  easily 
dashed  by  and  rejoined  his  chief; 
having  inflicted  some  loss  and  suf- 
fered little  or  none. 

But  such  ventures  can  not  always 
prove  lucky.  That  same  day,**  A. 
P.  Hill's  corps,  which  had  left  War- 
renton  at  5  a.  m.,  moving  up  the 
Alexandria  turnpike  to  Broad  Bun 
church,  thence  obliquing  by  Green- 
wich to  strike  our  rear  at  Bristow 
Station,  had  obeyed  the  order,  and 
Mien  in  just  behind  our  3d  corps, 
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and  was  eagerly  followiiig  it,  picking 
np  stragglers,  and  preparing  todmi^ge, 
when,  aboujb  noon,  our  2d  corps,  Gen« 
Warren,  which  was  still  behind,  ap- 
peared on  the  scene,  and  considera- 
hlj  deranged  Hall's  (or  Lee's)  calcu- 
lations. Hill  turned,  of  course,  to 
fight  the  advancing  rather  than  the 
retreating  foe,  having  his  batteries 
ready  for  action ;  while  Warren,  who 
was  for  the  moment  surprised  at  find- 
ing an  enemy  in  his  firont  rather  than 
his  rear,  required  ten  minutes  to  pre- 
pare for  a  suitable  reply.  Soon,  how- 
ever. Brown's  and  Arnold's  batteries 
opened  on  our  side,  with  such  effect, 
aided  by  the  fire  of  Webb's  and 
Hays's  divisions  of  infantry,  that  the 
enemy  fell  back,  abandoning  six  guns, 
whereof  five — all  that  were  servicea- 
ble— were  at  once  seized  and  put  to 
use  on  our  side.  An  attempt  to 
charge  our  right  flank  by  Petti- 
grew's  old  brigade,  now  Heth's,  was 
signally  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  450 
prisoners.  After  this,  the  fighting 
was  more  cautious  and  desultory; 
the  enemy  recoiling  to  the  woods, 
and  thence  keeping  up  a  long-range 
cannonade,  which  amounted  to  noth- 
ing. Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  about  200,  including  Col.  James 
E.  Mallon,  42d  KY.,kiUed,  and  Gen. 
Tile,  of  Pa.,  wounded ;  that  of  the 
enemy  was  probably  400,  including 
G^ns.  Posey  (mortally),  Earkland,  and 
Cooke,"  wounded,  and  Cols.  RuflSn, 
1st  N.  C,  and  Thompson,  5th  N.  C. 
cavalry,  killed.  Our  soldiers  held  the 
field  till  dark,  then  followed  the  rest 
of  our  army,  whose  retreat  they  had 
so  effectually  covered. 

Meade,  on  reflection,  was  evidently 
ashamed — as  well  he  might  be — of 
this  flight — ^which,  the  Bebels  assert. 


oontiniied  up  to  FairfSEuc  Court  Hovn 
— ^and  would  have  attempted  to  m- 
trace  his  steps  directly ;  but  a  heavy 
rain"  had  r^idered  Bull  Bun  im- 
fordable,  and  obliged  him  to  send  for 
pontocms ;  meantime,  the  enemy,  af- 
ter skirmishing  along  his  front  and 
making  feints  of  attack,  retreated  as 


rapidly  as  they  had  advanced,  com* 
pletely  destroying  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Kailroad  from  Bristow  to 
the  Bappahannock — Stuart,  aided  by 
a  flank  attack  from  Fitz  Hugh  Lee, 
worsting  Eilpatrick,  by  force  of  num- 
bers, in  a  not  very  sanguinary  encoun- 
ter" near  Bucldand's  Mills,  whence 
our  cavaby  fell  back  nimbly  to 
Gainesville.  In  this  affair.  Ouster's 
brigade  did  most  of  the  fighting  on 
our  side ;  but  the  enemy  was  so  vastly 
the  stronger,  backed  by  infantry,  that 
Eilpatrick  did  well  to  escape  with 
little  loss.  Stuart  claims  to  have 
taken  200  prisoners. 

Lee  recrossed  the  Rappahannock 
next  day ;  leaving  Meade,  by  reason 
of  his  ruined  railroad,  unable,  if  will- 
ing, to  follow  him  ffirther  for  some 
time. 

During  these  operations,  General 
J,  D.  Imboden,  who,  with  a  Kebel 
cavalry  division,  had  been  guarding 
the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Bidge,  swooped 
down  "  upon  Charlestown,  near  Har- 
per's Ferry,  which  he  took ;  capturing 
424  men,  with  a  large  amount  of 
stores.  Two  hours  afterward,  a  su- 
perior Union  force  appeared  fr(m 
Harper's  Ferry,  before  which  Imbo- 
den deliberately  fell  back,  fighting, 
to  Berryville,  saving  nearly  all  his 
spoils;  thence  making  good  his  es- 
cape by  a  night-march. 

Besides  Imboden's,  Lee  claims  to 
have  taken  2,000  prisoners  during 
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Ids  dash  acroBB  theBappahaimock; 
while  oar  captures  were  hardly  half 
BO  many.  In  killed  and  wounded, 
the  losses  were  nearly  equal — ^not  far 
from  600  on  either  side.  But  Ihe 
prestige  of  skill  and  daring,  of  au- 
dacity and  success,  inured  entirely 
to  the  Bebel  commander,  who,  with 
an  infarior  force,  had  chased  our 
army  almost  up  to  Washington, 
utt^ly  destroyed  its  main  artery  of 
supply,  captured  the  larger  number 
of  prisoners,  destroyed  or  caused  us 
to  destroy  valuable  stores,  and  then 
returned  to  his  own  side  of  the  Bap- 
pahannock  essentially  unharmed ; 
having  decidedly  the  advantage  in 
the  only  collision  which  marked  his 
retreat.     • 

Nettled  by  the  trick  which  had 
been  played  upon  him,  Meade  now 
sought  permission  to  make  an  at- 
tempt, by  a  rapid  movement  to  the 
left,  to  seize  the  heights  of  Freder- 
icksburg ;  but  HaUeck  negatived  the 
project ;  so  Sedgwick,  with  the  6th 
and  Sth  corps,  was  sent  forward  at 
daybreak*'  from  Warrenton  to  Bap- 
pahannock  Station,  where  the  Bebels 
had  strongly  fortified  the  north  bank 
of  the-  river,  covering  a  pontoon 
bridge.  The  works  on  this  side  were 
held  by  Hayes's  Louisiana  brigade ; 
while  Hoke's  brigade,  composed  of 
the  6th,  64th,  and  67th  N.  C,  was 
sent  over  to  support  it  by  Lee,  who, 
with  Early's  division,  was  just  across 
the  river.  Our  approach  was  of 
course  well  known,  and  Hoke  pushed 
over  on  purpose  to  make  all  secure. 

Arriving  at  nocm  opposite  the  Sta- 
tion, our  troops  were  halted  behind  a 
hill  a  good  mile  away,  rested  and 
carefully  formed,^  and  our  skirmish 
lines  gradually  advanced  to  the  river 


both  above  and  below  the  enemy's 
works ;  then  our  lines  were  quietly 
advanced  over  rugged  ground  tiU 
within  half  a  mile  of  tibe  works; 
whence  a  flat,  open  vale,  traversed 
by  a  wide  ditch,  with  high,  steep 
banks  and  three  feet  of  mud  and 
water  in  its  bed,  then  by  a  moat  12 
feet  wide  by  5  deep,  now  dry ;  be- 
ycmd  which,  rose  a  hill  or  ridge, 
directly  on  the  river's  bank,  on  which 
w&re  the  enemy's  wOTks.  G^en. 
"Wright  had  command  of  the  6th 
corps;  while  Brig.-Gen.  David  A. 
Bussell  ^  conmianded  the  Ist  divis- 
ion, whereof  the  3d  brigade,  com- 
prising the  6th  Wisconsin,  6th  Maine, 
49th  and  119th  Pa.,  now  commanded 
by  CoL  P.  C.  EUmaker,  of  the  latter, 
was  his  own,  and  had  been  carefully 
drilled  by  him  into  the  highest  effi' 
ciency.  Th^  brigade  was  advanced 
directly  opposite  the  enemy's  works ; 
uid  Bussell,  after  a  careful  observa- 
tion, reported  to  Wright,  just  before 
sunset,  that  those  works  could  be 
carried  by  storm,  and  was  authorized 
to  try  it. 

The  next  moment,  his  brigade 
moved  forward  in  two  lines:  five 
companies  of  the  6th  Maine  deploy- 
ing as  skirmishers,  while  the  6th  Wis- 
consin, dashing  in  solid  column  oh 
the  largest  and  strongest  redoubt,  fol- 
lowed close  bdiind  them ;  the  20th 
Maine,  of  another  brigade,  closing 
on  their  left,  and  advancing  in  line 
with  the  6th ;  Bussell  himself  at  the 
front,  and  giving  the  order  to 
^  charge ;'  whereupon,  with  fixed  bay- 
onets uid  without  firing  a  shot,  the 
line  swept  forward  thr6ugh  a  deluge 
of  case-^ot  and  Mini4  bullets. 

Ten  minutes  later,  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  came  up  at  double-quick  to 
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their  aid ;  but,  during  those  ten  min- 
utes, the  6th  Maine  had  lost  16  ont 
of  23  officers,  and  128  out  of  850  en- 
listed men;  three  of  their  veteran 
captains  lying  dead,  with  Lt-Col. 
Harris,  of  this  raiment,  and  Mqj. 
Wheeler,  of  the  5th  Wise.,  severely 
wounded.  Adj.  Clark,  of  the  former, 
and  Lt.  Russell,  a  relative  and  aid  of 
the  General,  were  likewise  wounded. 
But  now  the  Pennsylvania  regiments 
rushed  in  at  their  highest  speed,  and 
the  struggle  at  this  point  was  over ; 
while  the  121st  New  York  and  5th 
Maine,  of  the  2d  brigade,  firing  but 
a  single  volley,  swept,  just  at  dusk, 
through  the  Rebel  rifle-pits  on  Rus- 
sell's right,  and  down  to  the  pon- 
toons in  the  Rebel  rear,  cutting  off 
the  retreat  of  the  routed  garrison, 
and  compelling  1,600  of  them  to  sur- 
render. Four  guns,  7^  flags,  2,000 
small  arms,  and  the  pontoon  bridge, 
were  among  the  captures;  Gen. 
Hayes  surrendered,  but  afterward 
escaped;  Two  of  his  Colonels  swam 
the  river.  Several  who  attempted  to 
do  so  were  drowned.  The  whole 
was  the  work  of  two  brigades,  num- 
bering less  than  3,000  men;  and 
most  of  it  of  Russell's,  barely  1,549 
strong.  And,  while  no  praise  is  too 
high  for  his  men,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  credit  of  this  rarely 
paralleled  exploit  is  mainly  due  to 
David  A.  Russell — as  capable,  mod- 
est, and  brave  a  soldier  as  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  ever  knew. 

Simultaneously  with  this  move- 
ment, the  2d  and  8d  corps,  Gen. 
French,  advanced  to  Kelly's  ford; 
where  pontoons  were  quickly  laid, 
under  the  fire  of  their  guns,  and  the 
8d  brigade  of  Ward's  division,  Q^n. 
De  Trobriand,  at  once  dashed  across. 


Berdan's  sharp-shooters  in  front,  and 
charged  into  the  enemy's  rifle-pits, 
capturing  CoL  Gleason,  12ih  Vir- 
ginia, and  over  400  men,  with  a  loes 
of  some  40.  Our  command  of  the 
ford  was  complete;  and  Lee,  thor- 
oughly worsted,  fell  back  to  Culpep- 
per that  night,  and  across  the  Bapi- 
dan  the  next.  Our  railroad  was  then 
rebuilt  down  to  and  across  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  reopened"  to  Bran- 
dy Station ;  which  thus  became  our 
d^pot  of  supplies. 


It  was  a  prevalent  conviction 
among  its  more  energetic  and  enter- 
prising oflScers  that  our  army  might 
have  advanced  directly  on  tiie  hed 
of  its  brilliant  success  at  Rappahan- 
nock Station  and  its  seizure  of  the 
fords,  and  caught  that  of  the  enemy 
dispersed  in  Winter  cantonments  or 
compelled  it  to  fight  at  disadvantage 
before  it  could  be  concentrated  and 
intrenched  in  a  strong  position. 
Meade,  however,  with  his  habitual 
caution,  waited  till  the  bridge  at 
Rappahannock  Station  was  rebuilt, 
and  every  thing  provided  for  moving 
safely;  when,  finding  that  he  was 
not  assailed  nor  likdy  to  be,  he 
again  gave"  the  order  to  advance. 
A  storm  forthwith  burst,  which  dic- 
tated a  delay  of  three  days;  after 
which,  the  start  was  actually  made: 
Gen.  rrench,  with  the  8d  corps,  fol- 
lowed by  Sedgwidc,  with  the  6th, 
crossing  the  Rapidan  at  Jacob's  mill; 
Gen.  Warren,  with  the  2d,  at  Ger- 
mania  ford — ^both  moving  on  Rob- 
ertson's tavern ;  while  Sykes,  with 
the  5th,  followed  by  Newton,  with 
two  divisions  of  the  1st,  crossed  at 
Culpepper  ford,  and  Gregg,  with  a 
division  of  cavalry,  crossed  at  Ely's 
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ford,  and  advanced  on  the  Catharpen 
road,  coyering  the  left  or  most  ex- 
posed flank  of  our  infantry:  the 
other  two  divisions,  under  Custer 
and  Merritt,  watching  respectively 
the  upper  fords  of  the  Eapidan  and 
the  trains  parked  at  Eichardsville  in 
our  rear.  Fully  70,000  men  were 
engaged  in  this  movement;  while 


Lee  (Longstreet  being  still  absent) 
could  oppose  to  it  only  the  two  heavy 
corps  or  grand  divisions  of  A.  P. 
HiU  and  Ewell,  estimated  by  Meade 
at  60,000  strong. 

Our  troops  moved  at  6  a. m.  ;"  but 
energy  and  punctuality,  save  in  re- 
treat, seem  to  have  long  ere  now  de- 
serted this  army ;  uid  the  3d  corps 
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— tliToii^  the  miBtake,  it  is  flaid,  of 
Qen.  Prince,  commsuding  one  of  its 
divirionB,  who  took  a  wrong  road — 
did  not  eren  reach  Jacob's  mill  tQl 
afternoon;  and  then  the  banks  of 
the  river  were  steep,  &c.,  Ac — the 
upshot  of  all  being  that  the  prompt 
corps  had  to  wait  £»r  the  la^ard; 
•0  that,  instead  of  concentrating  on 
Bobertson's  tayem  that  evening,  as 
Meade  had  prescribed,  our  armj 
spent  the  daj  in  getting  across,  and 
the  heads  of  its  columns  bivcmacked 
a  mile  or  two  firom  the  fords ;  thus 
precluding  all  possibilitj  of  surpris- 
ing the  enemy  or  taking  him  at  dis- 
advantage. 

Our  troops  moved  on  at  daylight 
next  morning  ;••  the  2d  corps  repel- 
ling the  enemy's  skirmishers  and 
reaching,  at  10  a.  h.,  Sobertson's 
tavern;  where  Early's,  Shodes's,  and 
E.  Johnson's  divisions  of  Ewell's 
corps  confronted  it.  Warren  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  halt,  and 
await  the  arrival  of  French,  then 
momently  expected.  At  11,  word 
came  from  him  that  he  was  near  the 
plank  road,  and  was  there  waiting 
for  Warren.  He  was  ordered  afresh 
to  push  on  at  once  to  Bobertson's 
tavern,  where  he  would  find  Warren 
engaged  and  requiring  his  support. 
Several  officers  having  been  sent  by 
Meade  to  reiterate  and  emphasize 


this  order,  an  answer  was  reoeired 
from  French,  at  1  p.  m.,  that  the 
enemy  were  throwing  a  force  to  his 
right  flank  at  Baoooon  ferd.  Onoe 
morei,  ha  was  ordered  to  advance 
forthwith,  and,  if  resisted,  to  attack 
with  all  his  might,  throwing  forward 
his  left  to  connect  with  Gen.  Wa^ 
ren.  French  received  this  order  at 
2|  F.  M.,  but  protested  against  it  as 
hazardous,  and  desired  the  staff  eiq^ 
tain  idio  brought  it  to  assume  tke 
responsibLlity  of  suspending  its  exe- 
cution I  Thus,  with  all  manner 
of  hesitations  and  croes-puiposes— 
Prince  once  halting  two  hours  at  a 
fork  for  ord^s  as  to  which  road  he 
should  take — the  day  was  squan- 
dered; Meade,  sorely,  disappointed 
by  French's  non-arrival,  being  at 
length  obliged  to  order  the  Ist  corps 
over  from  the  plank  road  to  the 
support  of  Warren,  who  was  hard 
preraed,"  near  Bobertson's  tavern, 
which  he  regarded  as  the  key  of  the 
position. 

The  5th  corps  came  up  next  morn- 
ing ;"  and  now  Ore^  went  forward 
with  his  cavalry  on  the  plank  road, 
and  had  a  smart  collision  with 
Stuart's  troopers,  whom  he  pushed 
back  upon  their  infimtry  supports; 
when  he  recoiled  and  allowed  Sykes 
to  go  forward,  connecting  with  Wa^ 
ren,  to  the  vicinity  of  Hope  Church. 


••  Nov.  27. 

**  The  Hichmond  Dispatch  has  *  letter  team  % 
oorrespondent  with  the  Bebel  armj,  dated  Nov. 
28,  which  gives  their  loss  during  this  day's 
fighting  as  "A1U7  600  killed  and  wounded;" 
adding: 

'*  Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  I  am  not  advised ; 
but  I  am  now  disposed  to  doubt  if  it  was  as 
heavy  as  our  own.  They  fought,  I  am  told, 
qqlte  well,  and  fired  more  accurately  than  usuaL'* 

Among  their  casualties  he  instances  Gens. 
Stuart  (J.  E.  6.)  and  J.  M.  Jones  slightly  wound- 
ed; Col.  Nelllgan,  Ist  La.,  severely;  and  Lt- 
Col.  Walton,  23d  Va.,  kflled. 


Our  losses  on  this  day  were  309 ,  but  this  is- 
oktdes  none  from  French's  corps,  who  were 
skirmishing  a  good  part  of  the  day;  while  we 
lost  a  few  more  on  the  29th  and  30th.  Hm 
Dispatch  correspondent  reports  that  Rosser's 
oa^dry,  raiding  in  onr  rear,  struck  a  train  nesr 
V^dmesa  tavern,  and  c^;>tured  tO  wagoof 
(whereof  they  destroyed  50),  and  brought  off  ISO 
prisoners  and  as  many  mules  or  horses. 

It  is  probable  that,  including  deserters,  either 
army  was  depleted  by  Ailly  1,000  men  durisg 
this  Ifine  Bun  movement 

••  Nov.  28. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THB   ICINB   BUN   TIASOO. 


401 


Onr  army  being  now  ^ispoBod  for  a 
determined  attack,  it  was  fonnd  that 
the  enemy  had  retreated ;  whereupon 
the  2d  corps  moved  oat  two.  miles 
fi&rther,  and  fonnd  the  enemy  in  posi-^ 
tion  along  the  west  bank  of  Minb 
Bun,  &cing  eastward;  where  the 
2d,  6th,  1st,  and  part  of  the  8d  corps, 
nnder  a  pelting  November  rain,  were 
brought  into  line  confronting  them  a 
little  after  dark. 

The  enemy's  deliberately  chosen 
position  was  of  course  a  good  one. 
The  *  run'  was  of  little  consequence, 
so  far  as  water  was  concerned,  being 
rarely  over  two  feet  deep;  but  its 
immediate  banks  were  in  places 
swampy  and  scarcely  passable;  while 
a  bare,  smooth  .slope  ascended  gently 
for  half  a  mile  or  so  to  a  crest  or 
ridge,  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  stream,  already 
bristling  with  abatis,  infantry  para- 
pets, and  epaulements  for  batteries. 
After  careM  reconnoissance,  an  at- 
tack directly  in  front  wasn^atived : 
so  Warren,  with  the  2d  and  a  divi- 
aon  of  the  6th  corps,  was  impelled 
farther  to  our  left  (south),  with  in- 
structions to  feel  for  the  enemy's 
flank  and  turn  it  if  possible,  while 
each  corps  commander  should  more 
closely  examine  the  groxmd  in  his 
front,  and  report  on  the  practicability 
of  an  assault. 

The  nett  day  "  was  spent  in  this 
reconnoissance — the  Bebel  defenses 
being  of  course  strengthened  every 
hour — Gen.  Wright,  conmianding  a 
division  of  the  6th  corps,  reporting, 
at  6  p.  H.,  that  he  had  discovered  a 
point  on  our  extreme  right  where  an 
assault  might  be  made  with  a  good 
prospect  of  cheap  and  decisive  suc- 
cess. Warren  soon  reported  from  our 


left  that  he  had  outflanked  the  ene- 
my's line  of  defenses,  and  could  easily 
assault  and  turn  them.  Meade  there- 
upon decided  to  attack  at  all  points 
next  morning. 

At  8  p.  M.,  Warren  reported  to 
Meade  in  person,  expressing  such 
confldence  in  his  ability  to  carry 
every  thing  before  him,  while  Prendi 
had  reported  against  the  assault  just 
ordered  on  the  enemy's  center,  that 
Meade  decided  to  forego,  or  at  least 
to  postpone,  that  assault,  and  send 
two  divisions  of  the  8d  corps  to  r^n- 
force  Warren,  so  as  to  give  him  six 
divisions  (nearly  half  the  army),  and 
thus  render  the  success  of  Us  cour 
templated  attack  a  moral  certainty. 
So  our  men  lay  down  once  more  on 
their  arms,  with  orders  to  the  corps 
commanders  that  the  batteries  of  the 
right  and  center  should  open  at  8 
A.  M.  ;•*  at  which  hour,  Warren  was 
to  make  the  grand  assault :  Sedgwick 
striking  in  on  our  right  an  hour  later ; 
while  the  three  divisions  of  the  1st 
and  8d  corps,  left  to  hold  our  center, 
which  were  only  to  demonstrate  and 
menace  in  the  morning,  were  to  ad- 
vance and  assault  whenever  the 
flank  atta(^  should  have  proved  suo- 
cessftiL  Meantime,  our  cavalry  skir- 
mished at  various  points  with  the 
enemy's,  who  attempted  to  molest 
our  commxmications  at  the  fords  and 
elsewhere;  but  who  were  repulsed 
and  driven  off. 

Our  batteries  opened  at  the  desig- 
nated hour;  our  skirmishers  in  the 
center  dashed  across  Mine  Eun,  push- 
ing back  those  of  the  enemy ;  while 
Sedgwick,  who  had  massed  his  col- 
umn during  l3ie  night,  as  near  &e 
enemy's  lines  as  possible,  awaited 
the  moment  for  attack.    But  nothing 
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was  heard  from  Warren,  till  ten 
zoinntes  before  9,  when  his  dispatch 
reached  Meade,  stating  that  he  had 
finind  the  enemy's  defenses  so  strsong 
that  he  did  not  feel  able  to  oany^ 
them,  and  had  suspended  his  attack 
inconsequence.  Sedgwick  was  there- 
upon directed  to  hold  off  till  fiirther 
orders,  while  Meade  galloped  to 
Warren,  fonr  miles  off,  and  conferred 
with  him  as  to  the  situation.  He 
found  Warren  fixed  in  the  conviction 
that  an  attack  on  this  flank  was 
hopeless ;  and  now  it  was  too  late  to 
concentrate  for  a  determined  attack 
on  the  center;  while,  if  the  attempt 
to  flank  the  enemy's  left  was  to  be 
fiirther  prosecuted,  the  whole  army 
must  be  moved  toward  our  left,  aban- 
doning the  turnpike,  which  was  our 
main  line  of  communication  and  of 
retreat. 

Meade  concluded  to  desist  for  the 
day:  the  5th  and  6th  corps,  with 
two  divisions  of  the  8d,  returning  to 
their  former  positions.  Meanwhile, 
the  opening  of  our  batteries  in  the 
morning  had  exposed  to  the  enemy 
the  point  on  his  left  where  we  had 
purposed  to  attack,  and  he  had  made 
haste  to  strengthen  it  by  earthworks, 
abatis,  and  guns. 

Our  supply  trains  had  been  left 
north  of  the  Rapidan.  If  the  move- 
ment should  be  persisted  in,  they 
must  be  brought  over,  in  order  that 
our  soldiers'  haversacla  might  be  re- 


plenished. Then  tiie  tnmjdke  and 
plank  roads  must  be  abandoned,  and 
our  army  cut  loose  from  its  resources, 
at  a  season  whea  a  few  hours'  rain 
would  convert  the  river  in  its  rear 
intoa raging,  foaming  flood.  All  tiie 
important  roads  in  ihiA  region  run 
from  GordonsvUle  and  Orange  Court 
House  eastward  to  Frederidksbui^ ; 
and  our  army,  moving  southward  to 
flank  the  enemy,  must  cut  and  brid^ 
roads  for  its  guns  and  trains.  That 
army,  if  not  discouraged  by  Ihe  bun- 
gles and  failures  of  the  last  week, 
must  by  this  time  have  been  soured 
and  intensely  disgusted.  To  rush  it 
now  on  the  Hebel  defenses — ^which 
had  grown  and  were  growing  sl3*ong- 
er  each  hour — ^would  be  to  expose  it 
to  defeat  in  a  portion  where  defeat 
was  sure  to  be  disastrous,  and  might 
prove  ruinous.  Meade  decided,  there- 
fore, to  back  out — and  this  was  tiie 
least  wretched  part  of  the  «itire 
wretched  business.  He  says  he  should 
have  marched  to  the  heights  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, if  Halleck  had  left  him 
at  liberty  to  do  so ;  but  he  probably 
evinced  more  sense,  if  less  spirit,  in 
plumply  retreating,  so  bringing  his 
army  back  across  the  Bapidan  during 
the  night,'*  and  taking  up  his  pon- 
toons next  morning,  without  having 
been  pursued,  or  anywise  molested 
during  his  retreat."  And  this  ter- 
minated, with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, the  campaign  of  1863. 


"Dec.  1-2. 

^  Gen.  A.  P.  Howe,  testifying  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  thus  eums  up 
the  judgment  of  those  officers  of  his  armj  who 
were  dissatisfied  with  Headers  leadership: 

*'I  do  not  think  thej  have  AiU  confi^nce  in 
the  ability  or  state  of  mind  of  Qen.  Meade. 
What  1  mean  by  that  is  the  animus  that  directs 
Hm  morements  of  the  army,  ^hey  do  not  think 
there  is  that  heart,  and  energy,  and  earnestness 
of  purpose  in  the  war,  to  miie  every  use  of  the 
means  at  his  command  to  injure  the  enemy  and 
carry  on  the  war  sucoessfdlij.    I  do  not  think 


they  have,  I  will  not  say  confidence,  but  f5aith  in 
him.  They  do  not  expect  from  him  what  the 
crisis  seems  to  call  for.  They  believe  that;  if  he 
is  attacked,  he  will  do  all  he  can  to  defend  his 
position.  But  that  he  will  act  with  zeal  and  en* 
ergy,  or  that  his  whole  heart  and  soul  are  in  the 
bringing  all  the  meftus  successfully  to  bear  to 
break  down  the  enemy,  eo  far  as  I  can  judge, 
they  do  not  look  for  thjat ;  thej  do  not  expect  it. 
So  fkr  as  I  can  judge,  a  great  many  officers  think 
he  can  do  very  well  in  a  defensive  fight.  If  he 
was  called  upon  to  guard  t])e  Potomac  or  Wash- 
ington, he  will  make  good  marches  to  stop  the 
enemy ;  but  that  he  wUl  be  flctive,  zealous,  eO' 
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The  more  important  military  op- 
erations in  (and  from)  West  Vir- 
CUNIA,  during  1863,  were  as  follows : 

A  raiding  expedition,  1,000  strong, 
consisting  of  the  2d  Virginia  (Union) 
cavalry,  Col.  John  Toland,  and  84th 
Ohio  infantry  (mounted), which  struck 
out*^  from  Browntown,  West  Vir- 
ginia, crossing  Lens  mountain  to 
Coal  river,  and  thence  moving  south- 
easterly by  Kaleigh  and  Wyoming 
Court  House,  zigzagged  over  the 
Guyan,  Tug,  and  several  other  ranges 
of  mountains,  swooped  down**  on 
Wytheville,  a  village  of  1,800  inhab- 
itants, and  a  place  of  considerable 
importance.  Hitherto,  they  had  pass- 
ed over  a  rugged,  wild,  and  sterile 
region,  having  very  few  inhabitants 
M  and  no  elements  of  resistance ;  but, 
charging  into  Wytheville,  they  were 
fired  on  from  the  houses,  whereby 
CoL  Toland  was  soon  killed  and  Col. 
Powell,  34th  Ohio,  mortally  wound- 
ed, as  were  several  of  their  leading 
subordinates.  After  firing  some  of 
the  buildings  whence  they  were  thus 
assailed,  our  men,  abandoning  their 
dead  and  wounded,  fell  back  two 
miles  and  encamped ;  starting  for 
home,  under  Lt.-Col.  Franklin,  34th 
Ohio,  early  next  morning.  Hungry, 
worn  out,  and  dispirited,  they  lost 
nearly  half  their  horses  on  their  de- 
vious way  homeward:  wending  from 
early  dawn  till  midnight  over  the 


roughest  mountains,  and  being  four 
days  without  food,  till  they  struck 
Tug  fork  the  second  night,  where 
they  found  and  killed  some  cattle. 
Misled  by  a  treacherous  guide,  they 
wasted  next  day  wandering  through 
the  mountains,  finding**  rations  and 
feed  at  Fayetteville ;  having  ridden 
over  400  miles,  lost  83  men,  with  at 
least  300  horses,  and  endured  as  much 
misery  as  could  well  be  crowded  into 
a  profitless  raid  of  eight  days. 


Gen.  W.  W.  Averill,  setting  forth 
from  Huttonsville,  Randolph  county, 
moved  down  the  line  dividing  West 
from  old  Virginia,  pushing  back  the 
small  Rebel  forces  in  that  quarter 
under  Col.  W.  S.  [*  MudwalP]  Jack- 
son, and  menacing  an  advance  on 
Staunton.  At  length,  when  near  Le w- 
isburg  and  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
he  was  met**  by  a  force  about  equal 
to  his  own,  under  Maj.-Gen  Sam. 
Jones,  but  more  immediately  com- 
manded by  Col.  Geo.  S.  Patton,  who 
had  chosen  a  strong  position  in  a 
gorge  between  steep  mountains  that 
precluded  flanking,  where  a  spirited 
fight  was  maintained  throughout  the 
day,  and  till  noon  of  the  next ;  when 
Averill  drew  off^,  short  of  ammuni- 
tion, leaving  one  disabled  gun.  He 
had  calculated  on  help  from  Gen. 
Scammon,  conmianding  on  the  Ka- 
nawha, which  did  not  reach  him.  Our 


eivetic,  in  using  his  means  to  strike  successful 
offensive  blows  against  the  enemy,  not  at  all ;  he 
is  not  the  man  for  that — at  least  that  is  my  im- 
pression. 

"  Question  :  The  same  observation  you  apply 
to  Gen.  Meade  will  apply  to  the  corps  oommand- 
ers  you  refer  to,  will  it  not  ? 

*^  Answer:  I  think  so.  I  do  not  know  as  it 
would  be  proper  for  me  to  state  here  the  terms 
we  use  in  the  army.  However,  we  say  there  is 
too  much  Copperheadism  in  it  This  is  so  for 
different  reasons :  with  some,  there  is  a  desire  to 
Taise  up  Qen.  MoOIellan;  with  others,  there  is 
a  dislike  to  some  of  the  measures  of  the  Qov- 


emmont ;  they  do  not  like  the  way  the  Negro 
question  is  handled.  And,  again,  the  impres- 
sion is  made  upon  my  mind  that  there  are  some 
who  have  no  faith  in  this  war,  who  have  no 
heart  in  it ;  they  will  not  do  any  thing  to  com- 
mit themselves ;  but  there  is  a  wide  dififbrenoe 
between  doing  your  duty  so  as  not  to  commit 
yourself,  and  domg  all  that  might  reasonably  be 
expected  of  you  at  these  times.  I  do  not  know 
as  I  can  express  myself  better  than  saying  that 
there  is  Copperheadism  at  the  root  of  the  mat- 
ter." 

•»  Jidy  13.  *  July  18.  *  July  23.  •  Aug.  3^ 
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total  Io6S  here  was  207;'Patton  re- 
ports his  at  156,  and  says  he  took  117 
prisoners.  He  attempted  to  pursne 
with  cavab7,  but  to  little  purpose. 
Averill  returned  to  Huttonsville. 


Late  in  the  Fall,  AverUl,  starting 
from  Beverly  with  some  5,000  men, 
and,  chasing  Col.  ^Mudwall'  Jack- 
son, struck*'  a  somewhat  smaller 
Eebel    force    under    Gen.    Echols, 


strongly  posted  on  the  top  of  Droop 
mountain,  in  Greenbrier  county, 
routed  him,  and  drove  him  bac^  into 
Monroe  county,  with  heavy  loss. 
Ours  was  120  in  all;  the  Bebeig 
twice  or  thrice  so  many,  including 
100  prisoners,  with  8  guns  and  700 
small  arms.  West  Virginia  was  thus 
nearly  cleared  of  armed  Bebels  at 
the  close  of  the  campaign ;  and  they 
never  after  entered  it  but  as  raiders. 


XVIIL 
THE  CHATTANOOGA  CAMPAIGN. 


MIDDLE  AND   EAST  TENNESSEE. 


While  Gen.  Eosecrans,  at  Mur- 
freesboro',  was  accumulating  wagons, 
munitions,  and  supplies,  for  a  deter- 
mined advance  against  Bragg's  army 
confronting  him  at  Shelbyville  or 
Tullahoma,  the  noted  and  generally 
successful  raider  Morgan  was  prepar- 
ing, on  our  right,  for  a  more  exten- 
sive and  daring  cavalry  expedition 
than  he  had  yet  undertaken.  Mean- 
time, a  party  of  predatory  horsemen, 
about  80  in  number,  claiming  to  be- 
long to  the  2d  Kentucky  Confederate 
cavalry,  crossed  the  Ohio  from  west- 
em  Kentucky  near  Leavenworth,Ind., 
about  the  middle  of  June,  raiding' 
through  Orange,  Orleans,  and  Wash- 
ington counties ;  and  were  trjing  to 
make  their  way  back  into  Kentucky, 
when  they  were  cornered'  by  the 
Leavenworth  home  guards,  Maj.  Clen- 
denin,  and  the  steamboat  Izetta,  and 
were  soon  glad  to  surrender.  Barely 
one  of  them  escaped  to  the  Kentucky 
shor^  and  he  was  immediately  cap- 
tured. 


At  length,  setting  out*  from  Spar- 
ta, Morgan  crossed*  the  Cumberland, 
then  in  flood,  near  Burkesville — 
building  boats  for  his  trains  and 
swinmiing  his  horses— with  a  well- 
mounted  force  of  2,028  effectives  and 
4  guns ;  pushing  back  Col.  Wolford^s 
cavalry,  who  sought  to  impede  his 
march,  passing  through*  Columbia, 
which  was  partially  sacked  by  his 
subordinates,  contrary  to  orders,  and 
striking  *  Green  river  at  Tebb^s  bend ; 
where  200  of  the  25th  Michigan,  CoL 
O.  H.  Moore,  had,  wholly  within  the 
last  24  hours,  intrenched  themselves, 
formed  abatis,  <&c.,  and  prepared  to 
stay:  Morgan  summoned  them  in 
due  form,  and  was  courteously  in- 
.formed  by  Moore  that,  on  account  of 
this  being  *  the  glorious  Fourth,'  he 
could  n't  entertain  the  proposition* 
Morgan,  having  two  regiments  at 
hand,  forthwith  assaulted ;  and  a  des- 
perate fight  of  some  hours  ensued, 
wherein  CoL  Chenault,  Maj.  Brent^ 
and  several  more  of  his  best  officers 
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wereMUed,  and  he  was  finally  com- 
pelled to  draw  off,  badly  worsted. 
Moore  had  but  6  killed,  23  wound- 
ed. Morgan  lost  25  killed  and  20 
wounded/ 

Moving  thence  on  Lebanon,  which 
was  held  by  CoL  Hanson,'  20th  Ky., 
with  400  of  his  men,  Morgan  sum- 
moned it  at  sunrise,*  and  was  refused. 
After  spending  seven  hours  in  firuit- 
less  efforts  to  reduce  it,  he  at  length 
charged  into  the  town,  and  set  fire 
to  the  buildings  whence  Hanson  was 
firing — ^burning  a  good  part  of  the 
place,  and  compelling  Hanson  to  sur- 
render. Here  Morgan's  young  brother 
was  killed,  leading  a  charge.  And 
he  had  lost  so  much  time  at  Tebb's 
bend  and  here,  that  our  cavalry  were 
closing  in  upon  him;  so  the  Sebel 
raider  decamped  at  dark,  during  a 
furious  rain,  compelling  his  prisoners 
(whom  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  par 
role)  to  race  ten  miles  in  ninety  min- 
utes to  Springfield — one,  who  could 
not  or  would  not  keep  the  pace,  being 
shot  dead  by  the  way. 

Moving  rapidly  by  Shepherdsville 
and  Bardstown,*  Morgan  struck  the 
Ohio  at  Brandenburg,**  40  miles  be- 
low Louisville;  seizing  there  the 
steamboats  McCombs  and  Alice 
Dean,  on  which  he  crossed  his  com- 
mand— ^increased,  during  his  prog- 
ress, by  Kentucky  sympathizers,  till 
it  was  said  now  to  number  4,000 
men,  with  10  guns.  The  Alice  Dean 
was  burned;  the  McCombs — ^which 
probably  belonged  to  a  friend,  who  had 
placed  it  where  it  would  be  wanted 
— ^was  left  unharmed.  Gen.  Hobson, 
who,  with  a  bad  start,  had  been  fol- 
lowing from  the  Cumberland,  under 


the  direction  of  Gen.  H!.  M.  Judah, 
reached  Brandenburg  just  after  Mor- 
gan's last  boat-load  had  left  it. 

Morgan  sped  inland,  by  Corydon, 
Greenville,  and  Palmyra,  to  Salem, 
Lid.,  where  he  surrounded"  and  cap- 
tured 350  ^  Home  Guards,'  who  had 
fallen  back  thus  far  from  Corydon 
before  him.  He  here  broke  up  the 
raiboad,  burnt  the  depot,  and  or- 
dered a  general  conflagration  of  mills 
and  fiu3tories,  but  allowed  each  to  be 
ransomed  by  the  payment  of  $1,000 
in  cash.  Thence  moving  by  zigzags, 
but  in  an  easterly  course,  through 
Vienna,  dividing  up  his  command  so 
as  to  cut  railroads  and  telegraphs 
on  every  side,  the  raider  at  once 
threatened"  Madison  and  demanded 
the  surrender  of  Old  Vernon,  where 
a  body  of  militia  had  hastily  assem- 
bled to  oppose  him;  but  he  decamped 
on  finding  the  ndlitia  in  earnest. 
Passing  thence  through  Versailles," 
and  making  capital  bargains  in  horse- 
trades  all  along,  his  followers  concen- 
trated at  Harrison,  just  across  the 
Ohio  line ;  sweeping  around  Cincin- 
nati" at  distances  of  7  to  20  miles, 
and  pushing  thence  by  Miamisville, 
Williamsburg,  Sardinia,  Piketon,  and 
Jackson,  they  struck  the  Ohio  Bt 
Buffington  island,  not  far  below 
Parkersburg,  whence  they  counted 
on  an  easy  escape  through  the  poor, 
thinly  settled  adjacent  region  bf  West 
Virginia  and  north-eastern  Kentucky 
to  the  more  congenial  shades  of  south- 
western Virginia. 

Of  course,  they  levied  on  the  stores 
and  granaries,  as  well  as  the  stables 
and  kitchens,  along  their  route ;  but 
the  pursuit  was  so  hot  that  they 


*  Thtj  BAj.  Moore  says  60  killed,  260  wounded. 

*  Broiher  of  Roger  W.,  the  Rebel  GeneraL 
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found  time  to  do  comparatively  little 
mischief.  Crossing  the  Little  Miami 
railroad,  they  obstructed  the  track  at 
a  spot  suited  to  their  purpose,  and 
watched  it  till  the  train,  at  7  a.  M., 
came  down  from  Morrow ;  throwing 
off  the  locomotive,  killing  the  fire- 
man, and  wounding  the  engineer; 
when  they  rushed  out  of  the  adjacent 
woods,  and,  while  the  cars  were  being 
fired  and  burnt,  they  captured  and 
paroled  200  unarmed  recruits,  who 
they  had  probably  been  apprised  were 
coming. 

There  was  some  skirmishing  from 
day  to'  day ;  but  the  raiders  were  too 
strong  for  any  force  that  could  be  as- 
sembled on  the  instant,  while  their 
route  could  not  be  foreseen,  and  they 
moved  too  swiftly — ^burning  bridges 
and  obstructing  roads  behind  them — 
to  permit  the  gathering  cloud  in  their 
rear  to  overtake  them :  these  having 
but  a  secoijd  and  very  inferior  choice 
in  swapping  horses. 

Still,  a  considerable*force  had  col- 
lected in  their  firont  at  Chilicothe; 
but  Morgan  had  pressing  business  in 
another  direction. 

•  Hobson,  on  reaching  the  Ohio,  had 
foreseen  that  the  chase  would  be 
obliged  to  take  water  again,  and  had 
sent  at  once  to  Louisville  to  have  the 
river  well  patrolled  by  gunboats.  And, 
so  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  Mor- 
gan was  making  for  Pomeroy  or  Gal- 
lipolis  with  intent  to  cross,  the  inhab- 
itants along  the  roads  leading  thither 
began  to  fall  trees  across  them  in  his 
front,  materially  interfering  with  the 
freedom  and  celerity  of  his  move- 
ments. At  length,"  the  weary,  har- 
assed raiders  struck  the  Ohio  just  at 
daylight,  at  a  ford  a  little  above 
Pomeroy,  and  sent  across  two  com- 


panies, who  were  received  with  a  vol- 
ley, which  plainly  said,  *No  thor- 
oughfare;' and  the  next  moment 
brought  tidings  of  a  gunboat,  which 
had  drawn  off  when  fired  at,  but 
would  of  course  spread  the  alarm  far 
and  wide. 

One  of  Morgan's  Colonels  now  re- 
ported that  he  had  charged  and  rout- 
ed a  hostile  force  posted  in  rifle-pits 
not  far  distant,  capturing  150  prison- 
ers ;  and  the  chief  was  hurrying  his 
preparations  for  crossing  his  men 
forthwith,  when  the  roar  of  guns 
down  the  river  argued  gunboats  at 
hand,  just  as  three  heavy  columns 
of  infantry  appeared,  crowning  the 
blu£&  in  his  rear  and  on  his  right, 
opening  fire  on  the  close  columns  of 
the  fugitives.  Forthwith,  the  word 
was  given  to  flee  up  the  river,  and  it 
was  obeyed  with  alacrity;  leaving 
guns,  wagons,  &c.,  with  dismounted 
men,  sick,  wounded,  &c.,  to  the  num- 
ber of  600,  to  become  prisoners. 

Morgan  and  his  remaining  troop- 
ers sped  up  the  river  some  14  miles 
to  Belleville ;  where  they  had  fairly 
begun,  at  3  p.  jc,  to  swim  their  horses 
across— 330  having  got  away — ^when 
Gens.  Hobson  and  Shackleford,  in 
command  of  a  division  of  their  pur- 
suers, were  again  upon  them ;  while 
several  gunboats  confronted  ihem  on 
the  river,  manned  by  Gen.  Scammon, 
commanding  on  the  Kanawha;  he 
having  brought  dovim  two  or  three 
regiments  to  share  in  the  hunt.  As 
there  was  no  bope  in  fighting,  the 
raiders  took  post  on  a  high,  scarcely 
accessible  bluff,  where  they  were  sum- 
moned by  Shackleford  to  surrender. 
They  asked  an  hour  for  c<msidera- 
tion:  he  gave  them  forty  minutes; 
and,  when  these  expired,  all  that  re- 
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xnamed  (oror  1,000)  gave  up;  but 
Morgan,  with  a  small  body  of  adhe- 
rents, had  pilt  off,  and  was  not  in- 
daded  in  the  capitulation.  Though 
the  surrender  was  made  to  the  mili- 
tary, it  is  clear  that  the  gunboats  con- 
gtrained  it ;  the  river  being  then  so 
low  that  horsemen  forded  it,  aided 
by  a  little  swimmijig,  with  slight  dif- 
ficulty. But  the  Moose,  Lt-Com'g 
Ju.  Fitch,  was  always  in  the  way  when 
a  crossing  was  attempted,  dis]^aising 
shell  and  canister  to  aU  comers,  and 
driving  back  the  haggard,  wayworn 
caiders  to  the  shore  they  were  so 
anxious  to  leave.  Other  gunboats 
were  likewise  on  the  atert;  though 
the  low  stage  of  the  water  forbade 
the  use  of  any  but  the  lighter  and 
less  effective. 

Morgan,  with  the  remnant  of  his 
force,  now  stripped  of  its  guns  and 
wagons,  with  aU  the  miscellaneous 
plunder  it  had  hitherto  accumulated, 
fled  inland  to  McArthur;  thence 
making  another  forlorn  attempt  to 
ftrike  the  river  and  cross  just  above 
Marietta;  then  pushing  inland  again 
%o  Eastport,  and  thence  irregularly 
iu>rth-ea8t  till  near  New  Lisbon, 
where  they  w^e  at  length  so  sur- 
irounded  and  h^[nmed  in  by  militia, 
liome  guards,  &e.,  in  addition  to  the 
pursuers  ever  hot  on  their  track,  that 
they  were  driveA  to  take  refuge  on 
a  bluff,  whence  there  was  no  escape ; 
and  here  they  surrendered  **  at  dis- 
cretion. Thus,  of  all  who  started  on^ 
this  hare-brained  raid,  less  than  400y 
^mder  Col.  Adam  B.  Johnson,  who 
got  across  at  Belleville,  and  fled 
wence  into  south-western  Yirginia, 
escaped  death  or  captivity.  Of  the 
residue,  some  600  were  killed  or 
wounded.    And,  while   earnest  at- 


tempts were  made  to  demonstrate 
that  the  loss  inflicted  on  the  Fede- 
rals, in  the  diversion  of  forces,  cutr- 
ting  of  railroads,  &c.,  outweighed  its 
unquestioned  cost,  it  is  note-worthy 
that  the  Confederates  never  seemed 
to  have  any  more  brigades  of  cavalry 
which  they  wished  to  dispose  of  on 
similar  terms. 

Moigan  and  several  of  his  officers 
were  taken  to  Columbus  and  con- 
fined in  the  penitentiary ;  their  heads 
being  shaved,  like  those  of  ordinary 
felons.  Ko  good  reason  has  been 
assigned  for  this  treatment,  nor  does 
it  appear  by  whom  it  was  ordered — 
certainly  not  by  the  Government. 
Ko  labor  was  required  of  them ;  but 
they  were  confined  in  cells ;  whence 
seven  of  them,  Morgan  included,  dug 
out  and  escaped;"  changing  their 
clothes  in  the  sentry-box  on  the  outer 
wall,  and  separating  so  soon  as  they 
were  free.  Morgan  and  a  Capt. 
Hines  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati d^pdt,  got  upon  the  train, 
which  they  Imew  would  start  at  1 
A.  M.,  and  were  carried  by  it  very 
near  to  Cincinnati,- when  they  pot  on 
the  brakes  at  the  rear  of  the  train, 
checked  its  speed,  jumped  off,  and 
ran  to  the  Ohio,  across  which  they 
were  ferried  to  Kentucky,  and  went 
at  once  to  a  house  where  shelter  and 
refreshment  awaited  them.  Thence, 
Morgan  made  his  way  through  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  to  northern 
Georgia ;  losing  his  companion  by  the 
way,  but  finding  himself  at  last 
among  those  who  did  not  fear  to 
avow  their  sympathy  with  his  cause, 
and  their  a<hniration  for  his  charac- 
ter. Thence,  he  proceeded  to  Bich- 
mond,  where  he  was  greeted  with 
an  ovation,  and  made  a  speech,  re* 
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oounting  his  adyentnres,  and  proiest- 
ing  that  the  telegraphic  blazon  which 
appeared  at  the  nick  of  time  of  hifa 
having  just  arrived  at  Toronto,  was 
"purely  fortuitous,^'  and  that  "his 
escape  was  made  entirely  without 
assistance  from  any  one  outside''  the 
prison — an  assertion  not  needed  to 
incite  and  justify  a  strong  presump- 
tion that  the  fact  was  otherwise. 
Thence,  he  returned  to  service  in 
East  Tennessee ;  where  he  was  killed 
the  next  year. 

Gen.  Bosecrans's  remaining  inac- 
tive at  Murfreesboro'  till  late  in  the 
Summer  of  1863  was  dictated  by 
imperative  necessity.  His  supplies 
were  mainly  drawn  from  Louisville, 
far  distant,  over  a  single  railroad, 
traversing  a  semi-hostile  country,  and 
requiring  heavy  guards  at  every  dd- 
pdt,  bridge,  and  trestle,  to  save  it 
from  destruction  by  Rebel  raiders  or 
incendiaries.  Though  his  army  was 
stronger  than  that  which  confronted 
him  under  Bragg,  its  cavalry  was 
weaker;"  as  had  been  proved  at 
Stone  river,  and  in  other  collisions. 
Though  his  best  eflforts  were  given  to 
strengthening  it,  he  could  hardly  ob- 
tain horses  so  fast  as  they  were  worn 
out  or  lost  through  the  superior  ac- 
tivity, vigor,  or  audacity,  of  the  Bebel 
partisans,  Forrest,  Wheeler,  and  Mor- 
gan. But,  at  length — ^Morgan  hav- 
ing departed  on  his  great  raid  into 
the  Free  States,  and  Bosecrans  hav- 
ing obtained,  since  Winter,  about 
6,000  beasts  of  burden,  partly  by  im- 
pressment— ^he  felt  justified  in  giving 
the  order  to  advance. 

Of  Bragg's  infantry,  18,000,  under 


Bishop  Polk,  held  a  very  strong  po- 
sition, formidably  intrenched,  at  Shet 
byville,  where  over  five  miles  of  earth- 
works had  been  constructed,  mainly 
by  the  labor  of  8,000  slaves,  drawn 
from  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Behind 
this,  18  miles  distant,  and  behind  a 
difficult  mountain  r^ion,  traversed 
by  bad  roads,  carried  for  miles 
through  gorges  so  narrow  that  two 
wagons  could  scarcely  pass,  was  an^ 
other  intrenched  camp  at  TuUahoma: 
BEardee^s  corps,  12,000  strong,  at 
Wartrace,  on  the  right  of  Shelby  vilk, 
covering  the  railroad  and  holding 
the  mountain  gaps  in  its  fr^nt.  B^ 
side  these,  Bragg  had  a  division  un- 
der Buckner,  at  or  near  Knoxvilb 
and  Chattanooga.  Perhaps  40,000 
was  the  extent  of  t}^e  force  he  would 
be  able  to  concentrate  for  a  battle ; 
while  .Bosecrans  had  not  less  than 
60,000;  but  then,  if  the  former  fell 
back,  destroying  the  railroads  and 
bridges,  he  would  naturally  be 
strengthened;  while  Bosecrans,  pro- 
tecting his  conmiunications,  would 
be  steadily  becoming  weaker. 

Bosecrans  advanced"  with  intent 
to  fiank  the  enemy's  right,  concentrar 
ting  on  Manchester,  and  thence  men- 
acing his  communications  below  Tut 
lahoma  in  such  manner  as  to  compel 
him  to  come  out  of  his  strongholdB 
and  fight  a  battle  on  ground  which 
gave  him  no  advantage.  To  do  thifl) 
it  was  necessary  to  deceive  Bragg  by 
a  feint  of  assaulting  him  in  his  works 
at  ShelbyviUe ;  thus  compelling  him 
to  concentrate  and  uncover  the  diffi- 
cult mountain  passes  on  his  rights 
through  which  otlr  main  advance 
must  be  made.    And,  on  the  day 


*  HaUeck,  in  his  report,  says  he  lent  Bose- 
craiifl  no  more  horses,  because  he  could  not  ob- 
tain forage  for  those  he  already  had.  Rosecrans 
responds  that  there  was  forage  enough  in  the 


country ;  jet  his  horses  suffered  for  it,  becauM 
his  cavaky  was  not  strong  enough  to  go  out  and 
get  it  It  is  not  neoessary  to  add  that  his  Ib  tba 
better  reason.  "  Jime  24 
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our  movement  commenced,  it  b^an 
to  Btorm,  and  continued  to  rain  for 
seventeen  Buccessive  days,  swelling 
the  mountain  rills  to  torrents,  and 
gullying  the  roads  so  badly  that  one 
division  wag  three  days  in  marching 
21  miles,  though  unopposed  and  mak- 
ing the  utmost  exertions. 

Our  army  moved  on  three  main 
roads :  the  14th  corps,  Qen.  Thomas, 
in  the  center,  toward  Mai^chester; 
the  21st,  Gen.  Crittenden,  on  our 
left,  toward  McMinnville ;  the  20th, 
Gen.  A.  D.  McCook,  directly  on 
Shelby  viDe;  Gen.  Gordon  Granger's 
reserve  division  supporting  both  the 
14th  and  20th.  CWttenden's  move- 
ment was  to  be  made  last,  with  one 
brigade  of  cavalry  under  Turchin; 
all  the  rest,  under  Stanley,  was 
tiirown  out  on  our  right. 

Every  movement  directed,  though 
Impeded  and  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  nearly  impassable  state  of  the 
roads,  was  successfully  made.  Lib- 
erty gap,  in  McCook's  front,  was  car- 
ried by  a  vigorous  advance  of  John- 
son's division;  while  Hoover's  gap, 
in  Thomas's  front,  was  surprised  by 
Wilder's  mounted  brigade  of  Rey- 
nolds's division,  ai^d  held  against 
heavy  odds  till  Beynolds  could  bring 
up  his  entire  division  and  secure  it. 
On  the  27th,  Bosecrans  had  his  head- 
quarters in  Manchester,  with  Thom- 
as's corps  around  him;  Sheridan, 
with  the  right  division  of  McCook's 
corps,  arriving  next  morning,  and 
the  rest  of  that  corps  during  the  29th. 
The  enemy,  deceived  and  overpow- 
ered, had  been  forced  back,  with  lit- 
tle more  than  smart,  persistent  skir- 
mishing, to  Fairfield.  Manchester 
itself  had  been  surprised  by  Wilder 
on  the  morning  of  that  day. 


Granger  had  started  **  from  Triune, 
on  our  extreme  right,  moving  by  Ro- 
ver and  Middleton,  pushing  back  the 
enemy,  by  lively  skirmishes  at  either 
place,  to  Christiana,  on  the  road  from 
Murfreesboro'  to  Shelbyville,  where 
he  was  joined  by  Stanley;  advan- 
cing'* thence  on  Guy's  gap,,  covering 
Shelbyville,  which  was  at  first  firmly 
held  by  the  enemy;  but,  after  two 
hours'  skirmishing,  they  suddenly  fell 
back,  as  though  Ihey  had  been  cover- 
ing a  retreat.  Granger  at  once  di- 
rected Stanley  to  advance  his  cavalry 
and  clear  the  gap,  which  was  quickly 
done;  the  Rebels  making  all  speed 
for  seven  miles  to  their  rifle-pits, 
barely  three  miles  north  of  Shelby- 
ville, where  two  welP-posted  guns 
checked  the  pursuit.  But  Granger, 
now  satisfied  that  the  enemy  must 
be  evacuating,  ordered  a  fresh  cav- 
alry charge,  before  which  the  foe 
again  gave  way,  and  were  chased  to 
within  a  short  mile  of  the  town, 
where  three  gtms  were  planted  so  as 
to  sweep  all  the  approaches,  formida- 
bly backed  by  infantry.  It  was  now 
6  p.  M.,  and.  Granger  having  his  in- 
fantry well  up,  Stanley  again  charged, 
and  in  half  an  hour  Shelbyville  was 
ours,  with  three  excellent  brass  guns, 
more  than  600  prisoners,  8,000  sacks 
of  com,  &c.,  &c.  Wheeler  escaped 
by  swimming  Duck  river;  but  the 
1st  Confederate  cavalry,  which  had 
formed  to  stop  our  charge  to  enable 
him  to  do  so,  were  mainly  killed  or 
taken. 

Our  army  now  rested  a  litde,  while 
recoimoissances  were  made  to  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy,  and 
Wilder  waa  sent  to  strike  the  railroad 
in  Bragg's  rear  near  Decherd,  bum 
Elk  river  bridge,  and  do  whatever 
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Other  ezeeution  he  might.  He  failed 
in  this — the  bridge  being  too  strongly 
held — ^but  damaged  the  railroad  a 
little,  and  thoroughly  alarmed  the 
enemy;  so  that,  on  a  renewal  of 
Bosecrans's  manenyers  to  flank  Tul- 
lahoma  as  he  had  flanked  Shelby- 
yille,  Bragg  decamped/*  and  three 
divisions  of  onr  infantry  entered  it 
at  noon  next  day. 

Gens.  Sheridan,  Thomas,  and  Tur^ 
diin,  severally  struck  the  Bebel  roar- 
guard  on  Elk  river  the  day  after; 
but  found  that  stream  so  swollen  by 
the  incessant  rains  as  to  be  scarcely 
fordable.  When  they  did  cross,"  the 
enemy  had  wholly  disf^pearod,  and 
wero  beyond  the  reach  of  present 
pursuit. 

Thus,  in  nine  days,  Bosecrans  had, 
without  a  serious  engagement,  cleared 
Middle  Tennessee  oi  the  Bebel  army, 
at  a  cost  of  baroly  560  men;  disa- 
bliug  at  least  as  many,  and  taking 
1,634  prisoners,  3  guns,  and  much 
other  spoiL  And  only  the  celerity 
of  Bragg's  flight,  with  the  lack  of 
suspicion  on  our  side  that  he  would 
abandon  the  State  and  his  stroi^  po- 
sitions without  a  struggle,  saved  him 
from  still  grei^r  disasters. 

Bragg,  having  obtained  a  Mr  start, 
by  running  while  Bosecrans  was  in- 
tent on  fighting,  and  having  the  use 
of  a  railroad  wh^reou  to  transport  his 
heavy  guns  and  supplies,  destroying 
it  behind  him,  easily  made  good  his 
flight  over  the  Gumberiand  mount- 
ains and  the  Tennessee ;  crossijag  the 
latt^  at  and  neur  Bridgeport,  wbero 
he  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  be- 
hind him.  Boeeerans  was  expected 
at  Washington  to  fl^ow  him  up 
sharply 2  but  how  eould  he)  His 
army  must  ]ire ;  and  it  could  by  no 


means  subsist  on  what  was  left  it  by 
Bragg^s  devouring  host  in  that  rug* 
ged,  sterile  region ;  while  the  wagon* 
iDg  of  food,  much  moro  of  fbrage, 
ov^  the  steep,  often  wattless  mount* 
ains  that  abound  thero,  was  utterly 
impracticable. .  While,  therefore,  his 
light  troops  followed  the  flying  enemy 
to  the  river,  and  his  advanced  poets 
stretched  from  Stevenson  on  the  right 
to  Pelham  on  the  left,  the  Gena^ 
kept  hia  main  body  behind  the  Gnm« 
berland  mountains,  on  a  line  from^ 
Winchester  to  McMinnville,  while 
his  engineers  repaired  the  railroad- 
down  to  Stevenson;  when  the  East 
Teimessee  road  was  in  like  manner 
repaired  thence  to  Bridgeport,*^  and 
Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corp« 
thrown  forward  to  hold  it.  Even  by 
the  help  of  such  a  railroad  line,  Bose** 
crans  felt  that  forage  could  not  be 
had  in  that  rugged,  wooded,  scantily 
grassed  region,  until  the  Indian  com 
was  far  enough  matured  to  afibrd  it 
At  length,  having  already  accumulsr 
ted  eoQsidi^pable  supplies  at  Steveor 
B(»,  our  wrmy  moved  on :"  Thomas's 
corps  following  the  general  direo- 
tion  of  the  railroad  to  Stevenson 
and  thence  to  Bridgeport ;  McCook's 
corps  moving  on  its  right,  with  Stan- 
ley's cavalry  thrown  far  out  on  tha^ 
flank;  while  Crittenden's  corps,  on 
our  left,  advanced  in  three  columns, 
under  Wood,  Van  Cleve,  and  Pahur 
er,  from  Manchester  and  McMinn- 
ville, across  the  Sequatchie  valley  ai 
different  points,  moved  directly  on 
Chattanooga,  the  remaining  Bebel 
stronghold  in  Tennessee,  the  key  of 
East  T^messee  and  of  all  practicable 
northem  approaches  to  Gleorgia. 
•  These  mov^nents  wero  so  tho^ 
oughly    prq>ared    and   judiciously 
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timed  tliat  but  four  or  five  days 
were  employed  in  their  execution, 
despite  the  ruggedness  of  the  country 
— the  Sequatchie  valley  cleaving  the 
heart  of  the  Cumberlwd  mountains 
for  50  miles,  and  of  course  doubling 
tiie  labor  of  crossing  them — and 
Chattanoc^a  was  wakened**  by  shells 
thrown  across  the  river  from  the 
eminences  north  of  it  by  Wilder's 
mounted  brigade^simultaneoufily  with 
Van  elevens  division  emerging  from 
the  mountains  at  Foe's  crossing,  con- 
siderably to  our  left ;  while  Thomas's 
corps  and  part  of  McCook's  prepared 
to  pass  the  Tennessee  at  several 
points  below. 

The  Tennessee  is  here  a  very  consid- 
erable river,  with  its  sources  200  miles 
distant,  while  the  mountains  that 
dosely  imprison  it  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  approach  and  passage.  But 
some  pontoons  were  at  hand ;  while 
other  material  was  quietly  collected 
at  points  concealed  from  hostile  ob- 
servation; and  a  few  days  sufficed 
for  the  construction  of  bridges  by 
Sheridan  at  Bridgeport,  Beynolds  at 
Shell  Mound,  some  10  or  16  miles 
above,  and  by  McOook  at  Oaperton's 
ferry,  opposite  Stevenson,  below; 
while  G^n.  Brannan  prepared  to  cross 
on  rafts  at  Battle  creek,  between 
Bridgeport  and  Shell  Mound.  The 
passage  was  commenced*'  by  Mc- 
Oook, and  completed  **  at  all  points 
within  ten  days:  the  several  corps 
pushing  forward,  across  h%h,  steep 
mountains,  to  concentrate  at  Tren- 
ton, Georgia,  in  the  valley  of  Look- 
out creek,  which  runs  north-easterly 
into  the  Tennessee  just  below  Ohat- 
tanooga. 

But  it  was  not  the  plan  to  approadii 
that  stronghold  in  force  down  this 
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narrow  valley,  but  only  with  a 
brigade  of  Crittend^s  corps,  which 
should  dimb  thence,  by  a  path  known 
as  th^  Kickajaek  trace,  the  lofty 
ridge  known  as  Lookout  mountain, 
looking  down,  from  a  fashionable  re- 
sort known  as  Summertovm,  into  tiie 
streets  of  Chattanooga;  while  Tho- 
mas, with  his  corps,  supported  by^ 
McCook,  should  pudi  boldly  forward, 
through  Frick's  or  Stevens's  gap, 
across  ]\(Gs8ion  ridge,  into  the  far 
broader  valley  known  as  McLamore'a 
cove,  which  is  traversed  by  the 
OmoxAMAUQA  creek  to  the  Tennes- 
see just  above  Chattanoc^a. 

Bra^  was  in  a  quandary.  Chat- 
tanooga was  strong,  and  he  could 
hold  it  against  an  assault  by  Bose- 
crans's  laiger  army ;  but  yAai  use  in 
this,  and  how  long  could  he  defy 
starvation,  if  that  army,  having 
crossed  the  river  below  him,  should 
cut  his  oommunications.and  estsft>lish 
itself  across  the  railroad  in  his  rear? 
To  abandon  Chattanooga  was  to 
provoke  clamor;  but  to  divide  hig 
forces,  or  allow  them  to  be  cooped 
up  here,  was  to  court  destruction. 
He  did  what  Johnston  tried,  when 
too  late,  to  have  done  with  r^ard  to 
Vicksburg-^he  relinquished  Chatta- 
nooga and  saved  his  army ;  retiring  ** 
southward  into  Georgia,  and  post^ 
nis  divisions  along  the  highway  from 
Gt)rdon's  mill  to  Lafityette,  feeing 
Pigeon  mountain,  through  whose 
passes  our  army  was  expected  to 
emerge  from  McLamore's  cove. 

Bosecranswas  evidently  mided— 
though  he  does  not  fairly  admit  it — 
into  believing  the  enemy  absorbingly 
intent  on  escaping  to  Bome.  Crit- 
t^iden,  having  taken  **  peacefrd  pos* 
session  of  Chattanooga,  was  directed 
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to  leave  one  brigade  as  a  ganiBOiiy 
and,  bringing  all  his  corps  across  the 
Tennessee,  porsne  the  enemy  up  the 
East  Chickamauga  creek  and  railroad 
to  Rin^old  and  Dalton ;  while  Tho- 
mas,-backed  by  McCook,  emerging 
fix)m  McLamore^s  cove  through  Dug 
gap  of  Pigeon  mountain,  *  should 
swoop  down  on  Lafayette,  driving  or 
smashing  all  before  him. 

Bosecrans  was  too  fast  entirely. 
Bragg  was  not  fleeing  to  Home,  and 
had  no  idea  of  going  thither  at  pres- 
ent. On  the  contrary,  he  was  silently 
concentrating  around  Lafayette  the 
most  numerous  and  effective  army 
which  had  ever  yet  upheld  the  Rebel 
standard  westward  of  the  Allegha- 
nies.  To  render  it  such,  Buckner 
had  been  summoned  from  Knoxville, 
abandoning  East  Tennessee  to  Bum- 
side  without  a  struggle ;  Johnson  had 
been  drawn  upon  for  a  strong  division 
under  Walker  on  one  hand — matters 
being  now  quiescent  in  and  about 
Mississippi — ^while  Lee,  having  satis- 
fied himself  that  Richmond  was  in  no 
danger  from  Meade,  had  dispatched 
Longstreet's  heavy  corps  of  veterans 
from  the  Rapidan ;  and  every  thing 
in  the  shape  of  militia ,  &c.,  that 
could  be  gleaned  from  Georgia,  had 
been  set  to  guarding  bridges,  dep6ts, 
&c.,  so  as  to  send  every  good  soldier 
to  the  front.  Rosecrans  estimates 
Bragg's  entire  force,  when  he  had 
thus  been  strengthened,  at  92,000 — 
an  enormous  excess  over  ours — ^and 
there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  he 
had  at  length  more  men  under  his 


command  than  composed  the  army 
which  was  blindly,  eagerly  rushing 
upon  him,  as  if  intent  on  a  deer-hunt 
rather  than  a  life-and-death  struggle 
with  a  wary  and  formidable  foe. 

Crittenden    advanced"   to  Ring- 
gold,   throwing    forward    Wildert 
mounted  men  to  Tunnel  hill,  where 
they  had  a  heavy  skirmish,  while 
Hazen,  with  Crittenden's  rear  divis- 
ion, closed  up  on  the  advance ;  but, 
by  this  time,  N^ley's  division,  of 
Thomas's  corps,  advancing  to  Dug 
gap,"  had  found  it  decidedly  held  by 
the  enemy,  who  coidd  not  be  persua- . 
ded  to  leave.    Baird's  division  came 
up  next  morning ;  but  both  together 
were  far  too  light,  and  wisely  fell 
back,  after  a  smart  skirmish,  retreat- 
ing down  the  cove.    And  now  Crit- 
tenden, justly  alarmed  for.  his  com- 
munications, made**  a  rapid  flank 
march  to  Gordon's  mill — Wilder,  cov- 
ering his  rear,  having  to  fight  smartly 
at  Sill's  tan-yard  by  the  way;  while 
McCook,  having  completely  flanked 
Bragg's-  position  by  a  southward  ad- 
vance nearly  to  Alpine,  far  on  Bragg'8 
left,  became  satisfied  that  the  Rebel 
army  was  not  retreating,  and  that  he 
was  in  very  deep  water :  so  he  con>- 
menced,**    by  order,  a   very  rapid 
movement  to  connect  with  Thomas, 
away  on  his  left.    In  doing  this,  he 
was  carried  down  into  Lookout  valley, 
thence  up  the  mountain  and  down 
again ;  so  that  he  only  closed  up  to 
Thomas  on  the  17th. 

Bragg  had   sprung  his  trap  too 
soon.**    Had  he  permitted  Thomas 


"Sej^ll.  "SeptlO.   "8eptl2.   ••Sept  13. 

"  PoUard  sees  the  matter  in  a  different  light; 
and  his  view  seems  worth  considering.  He  says : 

**  During  the  9th,  it  was  ascertained  that  a 
column  of  the  enemy  had  crossed  Lookout  mount- 
ain faito  the  coye,  hj  the  way  of  SteveBs's  and 
Oooper»s  gaps.  Thrown  off  his  guard  by  our 
rapid  movement^  apparently  in  retreat,  when  in 


reality  we  had  concentrated  opposite  his  oeDter, 
and  deceived  by  information  from  deserters  and 
others  sent  into  his  Unes,  the  enemy  pressed  on 
his  columns  to  hitercept  us,  and  thus  exposed 
himself  in  detail 

"A  splendid  opportunity  was  now  presented 
to  Bragg.  The  detached  force  in  MoLamoi«*B 
cove  was  Thomases  corps.  Being  immediately 
opposite  Lafayette,  at  and  near  which  Gen.  Bragg 
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to  force  hifl  way  tliroiigh  Dug  gap, 
with  barely  a  decent  show  of  resist- 
ance, he  might  have  crashed  this  first 
and  onr  other  corps  in  rapid  sncces- 
sion ;'  or  he  might,  disregarding  Tho- 
mas, have  hurled  his  whole  army 
npon  Crittenden  at  Ringgold,  crush- 
ed him,  and  then  interposed  between 
Thomas  and  Chattanooga.  But  when 
N^ley  and  Baird  were  forced  back 
from  Dug  gap,  the  game  was  too 
plain.  Instead  of  a  keen  chase  after 
a  flying  enemy,  it  was  at  once  com- 
prehended by  our  Generals  tiiat  ihey 
must  concentrate  and  fight  for  their 
liyes. 

Liyfayette  lies  some  25  miles  south 
by  east  of  Chattanooga,  on  the  main 
highway  leading  thence  into  Georgia, 
behind  Pigeon  mountain,  in  a  valley 
whence  P^a  Vine  creek  flows  north- 
ward into  the  Chickamauga.  Eight 
or  ten  miles  north  of  Lafayette,  the 
highway  aforesaid  passes  liirough  a 


gap  in  Pigeon  mountain  into  Mo- 
Lamore^s  cove,  crossing  the  West 
Chickamauga  at  Gordon's  miH  As 
Bragg  was  well  aware  that  Thomas 
was  in  the  upper  part  of  that  cove- 
or  valley,  he  moved  down  this  road 
by  his  right,  with  intent  to  flank  the 
left  of  our  army — or  so  much  of  it  as 
he  might  find  in  the  cove — ^meaning 
thus  to  interpose  between  it  and 
Chattanooga,  and,  if  possible,  be- 
tween Thomas's  corps  and  Critten- 
den's. But  Crittenden,  as  we  have 
seen,  had  seasonably  taken  the  alarm, 
and  moved  hastily  across  from  Ring- 
gold to  the  Chickamauga ;  while  Mo- 
Cook,  zigzagging  down  and  up  Mis- 
sion ridge,  had  likewise  made  his  way 
into  the  cove,  and  was  in  position, 
with  most  of  our  army,  along  the 
Lafayette  and  Chattanooga  road,  from 
above  Gordon's  mill  on  our  right  a 
full  third  of  the  distance  to  Bossville, 
a  small  hamlet  situated  in  a  gap  of 


had  all  his  forces  concentitkted,  it  was  oompletelj 
at  the  mercy  of  the  latter.  It  was  only  neoes- 
sary  that  G^n.  Bragg  should  fall  upon  it  with 
Budi  a  mass  as  would  have  crushed  it;  then 
tamed  down  Chattanooga  valley,  thrown  him- 
self in  between  the  town  and  Orittenden,  and 
crushed  him  j  then  passed  back  between  Look- 
out mountam  and  the  Tennessee  river  into 
Wills's  vallej,  and  cut  off  McOook's  retreat  to 
Bridgeport;  liienoe  moved  along  the  Cumber- 
land range  into  the  rear  of  Bumsi&,  and  disposed 
oihim. 

**No  time  was  to  be  lost  in  taking  advantage 
of  a  blunder  of  the  enemy,  into  which  he  had 
fallen  in  his  stupid  conceit  that  the  Confederates 
were  retreating.  Instant  orders  were  given  to 
]C^i.-Gen.  Hindman  to  prepare  his  division  to 
move  against  Thomas ;  and  he  was  informed  that 
anotiier  division  from  Lt-Gen.  D.  H.  Hill's  com- 
mand, at  Lafayette,  would  move  up  to  him  and 
cooperate  in  the  attack. 

"  Gton.  Hill  received  his  orders  on  the  night  of 
the  9th.  He  replied  that  he  could  not  undertake 
the  movement;  that  the  orders  were  impractica- 
ble ;  that  Clebume,  who  commanded  one  of  his 
divisions,  was  sick ;  and  that  both  the  gaps.  Dug 
and  Oatlett*s,  through  which  they  were  required 
to  move,  were  impassable,  having  been  blocked 
by  felled  timber. 

''Barly  the  next  morning,  Hindman  was 
promptly  in  position  to  execute  his  part  of  the 
ontlcal  movement  Disappointed  at  Hill's  refb- 
Ml  to  move^  Qen.  Bragg,  with  desperate  haste, 


dispatched  an  order  to  Msj.-G^en.  Buckner  to 
move  from  his  present  position  at  Anderson, 
and  execute,  without  delay,  the  orders  issued  to 
HilL 

'*  It  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  the  10th, 
that  Buckner  joined  Hindmant  the  two  com- 
mands being  united  near  Davis's  cross-roads  in 
the  oova  The  enemy  was  stil  lin  flagrant  error: 
moving  his  three  columns  with  an  apparent  dis- 
position to  form  a  junction  at  or  near  Lafayette. 
To  strike  in  detail  these  isolated  commands,  and 
to  fall  upon  Thomas,  who  had  got  the  enemy's 
center  into  McLamore's  oove,  such  rapidity  was 
necessary  as  to  surprise  the  enemy  before  he 
discovered  his  mistake. 

'*  Lt-G^en.  Polk  waa  ordered  to  Anderson'^ 
to  cover  Hindman's  rear;  who,  at  midnight  of 
the  10th,  again  received  orders  at  all  hazards  to 
crush  the  enemy's  center,  and  cut  his  way  through 
to  Lafayette.  The  indomitable  Cleburne,  despile 
the  obstructions  in  the  road,  had  moved  up  to 
Dug  gap;  was  in  position  at  daylight,  and  only 
wait^  the  sound  of  Hindman's  guns  to  move  on 
the  enemy's  flank  and  rear. 

"  Oourfer  after  courier  sped  fWnn  Dng  gap  to 
urge  ^ndman  on.  Bui  it  teas  too  lai6.  The  ene- 
my had  discovered  the  mistake  that  had  weQ- 
nlgh  proved  his  ruin.  He  had,  taking  advantage 
of  our  delay,  retreated  to  the  mountain  passes; 
and  so  the  movement  upon  Thomas,  which  prom- 
ised such  brilliant  results,  was  lost  by  an  anadi- 
ronism  by  which  the  best-laid  militaxy  Bohemas 
are  so  firequently  defeated*" 
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Mission  ridge,  four  miles  south  of 
Chattanooga  and  six  or  eight  north 
of  Gordcm^B  mill.  Bnt  Negl^'s  di- 
vision watched  Owen's  ford,  a  mile 
.or  so  to  onr  right,  where  another  and 
inferior  road  over  Pigeon  mountain 
crossed  the  oreek  near  Crawfish 
spring;  while  Sherman's  and  Jeff. 
C.  Davis's  divisions  of  MeCook's 
coiips  were  posted  intermediately  on 
the  right  of,  bnt  far  nearer,  onr  main 
line,  holding  the  road  which,  striking 
off  from  the  main  Lafayette  road  a 
little  north  of  Gkmlon's  mill,  keeps 
straight  np  the  cove  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Chickamanga.  Gordon  Gran- 
ger, with  his  reserved  corps,  was 
pod;ed  two  or  three  miles  in  the  rear 
of  onr  left,  covering  all  the  roads 
leading  from  the  east  and  sonth-east 
into  Rossville,  and  thus  to  Chatta- 
nooga. 

Bosecrans  had  been  deceived,  and 
was  taken  at  disadvantage,  as  man j 
a  good  General  had  been  before  him. 
Instead  of  being  warned,  as  he  should 
have  been,  by  Meade  and  Halleck, 
had  their  spies  been  worth  a  rush, 
that  a  heavy  corps  had  been  detached 
from  Lee's  army  and  probably  sent 
against  him,  he  had  very  recently  re- 
ceived advices  of  an  opposite  tenor.  •* 

Minty,  commanding  our  cavalry 
on  the  left,  had  been  scouting  nearly 
to  Dalton,  and  had  Jiad  several  smart 
skirmishes"  with  the  enemy's  horse 
near  that  place,.Kinggold,  Lett's,  and 
Kockspring  church.    As  he  still  held 


the  left,  after  our  (Soneaitratioii,  bang 
thrown  across  the  La&yette  road,  he 
was  here  attacked**  in  fioroe,  and 
oompdled  to  give  ground ;  diowing 
that  Bragg  was  massing  heavily  on 
his  right,  and  crossing  the  Ghicka- 
maoga  below  (north  of)  Gi>rdon'B  milL 
Bosecrans  was  by  this  time  aware 
that  the  matter  threatened  to  be  Be-  * 
rious.  The  stubborn  attack  on  Minty 
evinced  a  disposition  to  turn  his  left 
and  cut  him  c^  from  Bossville,  Chat- 
tanooga, and  any  practicable  line  of 
retreat  The  bulk  of  his  army  wafl 
too,  &r  up  the  valley  for  effective 
resistance  to  such  a  demonstration. 
The  next  day,**  therefore,  was  devo- 
ted by  him  to  concentrating  his  force 
more  oompactly,  and  farther  to  the 
left;  Bragg  (whose  reenforcements 
from  Virginia  were  just  coming  up 
from  Ddtcm,  where  they  had  de- 
barked from  the  cars),  contenting 
himself  with  a  fresh  attack  by  Walkn 
er's  division  on  Minty 's  and  onWildt 
er's  horsemen  at  Alexander's  bridge, 
which  was  carried,  but  burned ;  our 
left  being  now  fairly  driven  in  to  the 
Bossville  and  Lafayette  road:  though 
heavy  clouds  of  dust  were  raised  in 
front  of  our  right  also.  All  the  fords 
for  miles  below  Gordon's  mill  were 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  firmly  established  across  the 
creek.  By  night,  Bragg  was  ready 
for  the  on^et — a  division  of  Long- 
street's  men,  under  Hood,  being  in 
position  on  his  extreme  right ;  though 


**  He  bad  been  favored,  just  before,  with  the 
following  dispatch;  which  dearly  proves  that 
his  rash  pursuit  of  Bragg  was  dictated  from,  or 
at  least  expected  at,  Washington: 

"Washikoton,  Sept  11, 186S. 

"^Bumsida  telegraphs  from  Cumberland  gap 
that  he  holds  aU  Kast  Tennessee  above  Loadoo, 
and  also  the  gap  of  the  North  Carolina  moun- 
tains. A  cavaby  force  is  moving  toward  Athens 
to  connect  with  70U.    Afi&r  holding  the  moun- 


tain passes  on  the  west,  and  Datton,  or  some 
other  point  on  the  railroad,  to  prevent  the  re- 
turn of  Bragg's  army,  it  wiU  be  decided  whether 
your  army  shaU  move  farther  sauOi  into  Georgia 
and  Alabama.  It  is  reported  here  by  deserters 
that  a  pari  o/Bragg^s  army  is  rienforcin^  Ixt.  It 
is  important  that  the  truth  of  this  should  be 
ascertained  as  early  as  possible. 

"H,  W.  Halliok,  Commander-in-Chief 

•'Sept  15.    "Sept  It.    •  Friday,  Sept  18. 
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Longsfereet  himself  did  not  come  up 
till  next  morning/* 

Our  army,  now  cmieentrated,  WM 
abont  55,000  strong — seven  divisions, 
imder  "Wood,  Van  Cleve,  Palmer,  J. 
J.  Bejnolds,  Johnson  (R.  W.),  Baird, 
and  Brannan,  forming  onr  main  line 
— ^perhaps30,000*strong,rangingfirom 
right  to  left  from  Gordon's  mill  north- 
ward; the  reeidnepodted  on  the  right 
and  in  reterve,  as  has  already  been 
stated.  Bragg's  general  plan  of  bat- 
tle was  the  same  as  at  Stone  river, 
save  that  he  now  attempted  to  tnm 
and  crush  our  left  as  he  th^i  did  our 
right.  The  Virginians,  under  B.  John- 
son, were  on  his  extreme  right,  already 
across  the  creek,  and  were  to  flank 
and  turn  our  left;  while  Walker 
was  to  cross  at  Alexander's  (burned) 
bridge,  just  above,  supported  by 
Buckner  (recently  arrived  with  eight 
brigades  from  East  Tennessee) ;  the 
whole  advancing  upon  and  crushing 
our  left  by  a  leflrwheel  movement, 
while  Polk  was  to  press  our  front 
at  Gordon's  miU,  fighting  his  way 
straight  across,  if  possible;  if  not, 
then  to  veer  to  the  right  and  cross 
at  Tedford's  or  Dalton's  ford,  lower 
down;  while  Hill  (D.  BL)  should 
cover  his  left  flank,  and  assail  in 
flank  any  force  that  should  attempt 
to  move  down  from  the  isolated  di- 
visions on  our  right  to  the  support 
of  our  front  and  left.  Wheeler's  cav- 
alry was  assigned  the  easy  task  of 
holding  the  gaps  in  Pigeon  mount- 
ain, covering  the  Bebel  left  and  rear, 
and  gathering  up  all  stragglers  from 
the  front.  From  favorable  points  on 
Pigeon  mountain,  Bragg's  scouts — 
in  fact,  whole  brigades  of  his  men 
— ^had  looked  down  on  our  army  as 
it  moved  generally  northward  in  the 


act  of  concentration,  notmg  its  posi- 
tions and  the  strength  of  each  corps 
and  division — ^theirs  being  all  the 
time  concealed  from  us.  The  advan- 
tage thus  secured  was  a  very  great 
one,  and  explains,  otherwise  than  by 
superior  generalship,  the  fact  that 
their  troops  were  so  disposed  for  and 
handled  in  action  as  to  be  more  effec- 
tive in  prc^Kyrtion  to  their  numbers 
than  ours  were.  And  thus,  when 
night  fell,"  two-thirds  of  Bragg's 
army  was  across  the  creek,  holding 
firmly  all  the  fords  they  cared  for, 
save  those  directly  at  Gordon's  mill, 
and  had  inflicted  quite  as  mu/sh 
damage  as  they  had  suffered.  True, 
the  stream  was  often,  if  not  gen- 
erally, fordable ;  but  its  banks  were 
in  good  part  steep  and  rocky;  so 
that,  had  they  been  skilftdlly  de- 
fended and  finnly  held,  they  could 
not  have  been  carried  without  heavy 
loss. 

Polk  was  in  chief  command  on  the 
Rebel  right,  as  was  Hood  on  the  left ; 
and  the  former  was  proceeding  *'  to 
execute  Bragg's  order  aforesaid  for  a 
general  flankitig  movement;  but 
Thomas,  who  held  our  left,  confront- 
ing him,  chose  to  strike  first.  He 
had  only  reached  at  daylight  that 
morning  the  new  position  assigned 
him  by  Rosecrans,  facing  Reid's  and 
Alexander's  bridgjBs  or  fords,  when 
Col.  Dan.  McCook,  commanding  a 
brigade  of  the  reserve  corps,  reported 
that  he  had  been  holding  the  front 
here  during  the  night,  and  had  discov- 
ered a  Rebel  brigade  this  side  of  the 
Chickamauga,  apparently  isolated, 
and  which  he  thought  might  be  cut 
off,  as  he  (McCook)  had  destroyed 
Reid's  bridge  directiy  behind  it 
Hereupon,  Thomas  ordered  Brannan 


'  Sept  19. 


*'  Fridaj,  Sept  18. 


'  Sept  19. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


416 


THB'AICKBIOAH  CONFLIOT. 


OaiRAHOMA  iJn>  fWUilTI.— fOtmOOT  Bits  lin^  to  A«0  XOT.  9(1^  1801 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    FIGHTING    ON    SEPTIMBBR   19TH. 


417 


to  advance  with  two  brigades  on  tte 
road  to  Reid's  bridge,  while  Baird 
should  throw  forward  the  right  wing 
of  his  division  on  the  road  to  Alex- 
ander's bridge;  thus  attempting  be- 
tween them  to  capture  or  crush  the 
Rebel  brigade,  if  such  there  were 
where  McCook  located  it. 

It  was  now  9  a.  m.  ;  and,  while 
Baird  and  Brannan  were  making  the 
required  movements,  Palmer's  divis- 
ion of  Crittenden's  corps  came  up 
and  took  post  on  Baird's  right  By 
10  A.  M,,  Croxton's  brigade  of  Bran- 
nan's  division  had  become  engaged, 
driving  back  Forrest's  cavalry ;  when 
Ector's  and  Wilson's  infantry  brig- 
ades were  sent  in  by  "Walker  to  For- 
rest's support.  Croxton,  of  course, 
was  brought  to  a  dead  halt;  but  now 
Thomas  sent  up  Baird's  division,  and 
the  Rebel  brigades  were  hurled  back, 
badly  cut  up.  Hereupon,  Walker 
in  turn  sent  up  Liddell's  division, 
making  the  odds  against  us  two  to 
one ;  when  Baird  was  in  turn  driven : 
the  Rebels,  charging  through  the 
lines  of  the  14th,  16th,  and  18th  TJ.  S. 
regulars,  taking  two  batteries ;  while 
Walthall's  Georgia  brigade  captured 
tiie  5th  regulars,  411  strong,  and 
Govan's,  charging  by  its  side,  took 
100  more  prisoners. 

One  of  the  batteries  here  lost  was 
the  1st  Michigan,  formerly  Loomis's ; 
regarded  by  the  whole  army  with 
pride,  and  by  those  who  served  in  it 
with  an  affection  little  short  of  idola- 
try. It  had  done  yeoman  service  on 
many  a  hard-fought  field,  and  was 
fondly  regarded  as  well  nigh  invin- 
cible. But  now,  abandoned  by  its 
supports,  who  recoiled  before  a  Rebel 
charge  in  overwhelming  force,  with 
Bil  its  horses  shot  and  most  of  its  men 
killed  and  wounded,  it  could  not  be 
VOL.  n. — 27 


drawn  off,  and  was  doomed  to  be  lost. 
Its  commander,  Lt.  Van  Pelt,  refused 
to  leave  it,  and  died,  sword  in  hand, 
fighting — one  against  a  thousand — 
by  the  side  of  his  guns. 

And  now  Johnson's  division  of 
McCook's  corps,  and  Reynolds's  of 
Thomas's,  came  up  at  quick  step,  and 
were  instantly  put  in  by  Thomas — 
as  was  Palmer's  division — on  Baird's 
right,  giving  a  clear  superiority  to 
our  line,  which  for  the  moment  out- 
flanked the  enemy,  driving  him  back 
in  disorder  and  with  he^vy  loss  on 
his  reserves,  posted  near  the  creek  j. 
retaking  our  lost  guns,  and  enabling^ 
Brannan  and  Baird  to  reform  their 
disorganized  commands.  In  resisting 
this  advance,  the  Rebel  Gen.  Preston 
Smith  was  killed.  The  enemy's  po- 
sition on  the  creek  was  very  strong, 
and  it  was  not  deemed  wise  to  assault 
it :  so  our  men  rested  on  their  arms, 
and  there  was  a  lull  of  an  hour,  or 
firom  4  to  5  p.  ic. 

Thomas  well  tmderstood  that  the 
fight  was  not  over,  and  made  his  dis- 
positions accordingly;  expecting  that 
the  next  effort  would  be  to  flank  his 
left,  carry  the  road,  and  gain  his  rear 
(as  was  Bragg's  original  programme 
for  the  battle).  But  he  judged  that 
the  enemy  had  had  enough  for  the 
day,  and  had  given  orders  for  a  con- 
centration of  his  divisions  on  more 
favorable  ground,  somewhat  to  the 
rear  of  that  to  which  they  had  ad- 
vanced, pursuing  their  advantage; 
when  his  Iront  was  again  charged  by 
Liddell's  and  Gist's  divisions — ^Rey- 
nolds being  first  struck  on  his  right 
(Thomas  having  been  looking  for  an 
attack  on  his  left);  then  Johnson, 
then  Baird,  then  Van  Cleve — the 
Rebel  chai*ge  being  so  impetuous 
and  weighty  as  to  throw  our  firont 
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into  disorder ;  but  this  was  soon  re- 
trieved, and  the  enemy  repulsed: 
Brig.-Gten.  W.  Hazen,  of  Crittenden's 
corps,  massing  20  guns  on  a  ridge 
that  commanded  the  Bossyille  road, 
forming  an  infantry  support  of  such 
men  as  he  could  hastily  collect — ^his 
own  brigade  not  being  at  hand — and 
pouring  a  cross-fire  of  grape  at  short 
range  into  the  enemy's  charging  col- 
umn, tiU  it  recoiled  in  disorder,  and 
the  day  was  saved. 

Another  charge  was  made  on  John- 
son's front  just  at  *sunset  by  Pat. 
Cleburne,  (^e  Stonewall  Jackson  of 
the  West,')  with  a  division  of  Hill's 
corps,  who  pressed  up  to  our  very 
lines,  and  claim  to  have  gained  some 
advantage ;  but  night  soon  fell,  and 
the  day's  fighting  was  done — either 
army  resting  without  fires  in  the 
keen  Autumn  night  air  of  that 
mountain  region,  on  the  field  where 
it  had  so  stoutly  fought. 

There  had  been  some  artillery  prac- 
tice during  the  day  on  our  right,  but 
no  serious  efibrt,  till  afternoon ;  when 
Stewart  threw  forward  Brown's,  Clay- 
ton's, and  Bate's  brigades  by  turns, 
charging  one  of  our  batteries  and 
capturing  three  guns;  but  he  was 
soon  sent  to  the  right  about,  and 
compelled  to  leave  the  guns  where 
he  found  them.  The  attack  at  this 
point,  though  for  some  time  persisted 
in,  was  a  conceded  failure. 

Hood,  holding  the  Rebel  left,  hav- 
ing cannonaded  in  the  morning  with 
no  advantage,  threw  in,  at  3  p.  m., 
two  of  his  divisions — ^his  own,  under 
Law,  and  Bushrod  Johnson's — at- 
tacking Jefit  C.  Davis's  division  of 
McCook's  corps,  pushing  it  back  from 
the  road,  and  capturing  a  battery; 
but  Davis  maintained  a  firm  fi^nt 
against  superior  numbers  till  near 


sunset,  when  Bradley's  brigade  of 
Sheridan's  division  came  to  his  aid, 
and  he  charged  the  enemy  in  turn, 
recapturing  the  battery  (8th  Indiana) 
that  he  had  lost,  taking  quite  a  niun- 
ber  of  prisoners,  and  driving  the  ene- 
my back  across  the  road,  (though. 
Trigg's  brigade  of  Preston's  division 
came  to  his  aid),  and  closing  the  day 
.with  decided  advantage  to  our  arms. 

Superficially  regarded,  the  net  re- 
sult of  that  day's  combat  was  favora- 
ble. Our  army  had  lost  no  ground  for 
which  it  had  contended,  and  claimed 
a  net  gain  of  three  guns.  Our  losses 
in  men  hud  doubtless  been  less  than 
those  of  the  enemy.  And,  as  we  were 
standing  on  the  defensive,  we  might 
fairly  claim  the  result  as  a  success. 

But  the  truth  was  otherwisa  Our 
soldiers  were  clearly  outnumbered, 
and  now  they  felt  it.  Every  brigade 
but  two  of  our  army  had  been  under 
fire — ^most  of  them  hotly  engaged — • 
while  the  enemy  had  several  yet  in 
reserve.  "We  had  no  reenforcemente 
at  hand,  and  could  expect  none; 
while  Hindman's  division  (three  bri- 
gades) and  McLaws's  (two  brigades 
of  veterans,  fresh  from  Virginia)  came 
up  during  the  night,  and  were  posted 
just  where  experience  had  proved 
that  they  were  most  needed.  And 
beside,  Longstreet  himself  came  up, 
and  took  command  of  their  right 
wing — ^and  he  was  worth  at  least  a 
brigade.  The  best  estimate  that  can 
be  formed  of  their  entire  force  on  this 
bloody  field  makes  it  70,000 ;  which, 
on  ground  affording  so  little  advan- 
tage to  the  defensive,  was  a  clear 
overmatch  for  Eosecrans's  55,000. 
And,  though  the  profane  axiom  that 
*  God  is  on  the  side  of  the  strongest 
battalions,'  is  not  always  and  abso- 
lutely true,  it  is  certain  that,  as  be- 
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tween  two  armies  equally  brave, 
eqoallj  disciplined,  and  equally  well 
handled,  the  decidedly  larger — ^the 
ground  affording  no  considerable  ad- 
vantage to  the  defensive — ^must  gen- 
erally triumph. 

During  the  night,  Bra^  moved 
Breckinridge^s  division  of  Hill's 
corps  from  his  extreme  left  to  his  ex- 
treme right:  being  stUl  intent  oi^ 
flanking  our  left,  and  interposing  be- 
tween it  and  Chattanooga. 

Our  corps  commanders  reported 
to  Bosecrans  after  nightfall.  Negley 
had  been  brought  down  from  our  ex- 
treme right  during  the  afternoon, 
and  sent  in  just  before  night,  on  Van 
Clove's  right,  pushing  back  the  ene- 
my. He  was  now  ordered  to  report 
to  Gen.  Thomas ;  McCook  being  re- 
quired to  replace  him  by  one  of  his 
divisions.  McCook  was  ordered  to 
dose  well  on  Thomas,  refusing  his 
right,  and  covering  the  position  at 
widow  Glenn's,  where  Thomas  had 
his  headquarters.  Crittenden  was 
to  hold  two  divisions  in  reserve, 
ready  to  support  McCook  on  our 
right  or  Thomas  on  the  left;,  as  should 
become  necessary.  These  orders  be- 
ing given,  our  Generals  lay  down  to 
Buatch  a  brief  rest ;  and  the  silence 
was  thenceforth  unbroken. 

At  daylight,*'  Bosecrans,  attended 
by  part  of  his  stafi^  was  galloping 
along  our  Unes.  He  found  McCook's 
right  too  far  extended,  and  Davis, 
with  the  reserve  division,  too  far  to 
the  right ;  as  were  also  Crittenden's 
two  divisions  in  reserve,  and  ordered 
the  requisite  changes  of  position. 
N^ley  had  not  yet    moved    when 


the  General  returned  from  visitii^ 
our  left,  and  was  now  directed  to  send 
Thomas  his  reserve  brigade  only^ 
holding  his  place  in  the  line  with  the 
other  two  till  relieved.  Crittenden, 
having  his  reservesat  hand,  was  now 
directed  to  relieve  him;  but  failed 
promptly  to  do  so ;  and  it  was  nearly 
10  o'clock  when  Negley  was  relieved 
and  enabled  to  proceed  to  strengthen 
Thomas,  where  he  was  sorely  needed. 

Both  armies  stood  to  their  arms  at 
daylight ;  and  the  battle  was  to  ha^re 
opened  at  once  by  an  attack  by  Hill'e 
corps  on  our  left;  but  Polk's  aid» 
sent  with  the  order,  could  not  find 
him;  and  the  %hting  did  not  cona- 
mence  tUl  8^  a.  m.  In  fact,  it  could 
not,  without  destruction  to  the  a»- 
sailants ;  for  a  dense  fog  filled  the 
valley,  rendering  all  objects  indistin- 
guishable at  a  few  yards'  distance; 
so  that  an  attack  might  better  have 
been  delivered  on  any  moonless  but 
starlit  night.**  Meantime,  Thomas's 
corps  (augmented  by  successive  re- 
enforcements,  till  it  was  now  mose 
than  half  our  army)  improved  the 
non-shining  hours  by  throwing  up 
rude  breastworks  of  logs  and  rails, 
which  stood  it  in  good  stead  there- 
after. 

The  fog  having  lift;ed,  Breckin- 
ridge, facing  and  overlapping  our 
extreme  left,  advanced  his  fresh  di- 
vision, flanking  our  army,  and  push- 
ing across  the  Bossville  road,  fight- 
ing desperately,  and  facing  to  the  left 
when  he  had  gone  forward  toward 
Bossville  so  far  as  his  orders  required. 
The  movement  was  taken  up  in  suc- 
cession by  the  divisions  farther  and 


**  Sunday,  Sept  20. 

^  Polk  sajB  that,  when  ho  was  ready  to  ad- 
Tanee  and  attack,  he  found  a  dirision  of  the  left 
wing  (Longatreet's)  dirootly  in  his  ftroot ;  so  that^ 


had  he  literally  obeyed  his  orders,  he  must  have 
slaughtered  their  own  men.  He  had  no  choice 
but  to  watt  tin  it  was  taken  out  of  his  way; 
and  this  consumed  some  two  hours. 
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farther  toward  the  Kebel  center — 
Bragg  thoB  renewing  the  attempt  to 
interpoBe  between  our  army  and 
Chattanooga,  which  Thomas  had  diB- 
conoerted  by  his  advance  and  attack 
of  the  previous  day.  But  now  Beat- 
ty's  brigade  of  Negley's  division, 
moving  £rom  our  right  center,  came 
into  action  beside  Baird,  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  chedung  Breckinridge's 
advance;  and,  Baird  and  Beatly  to- 
gether being  still  outnumbered  and 
the  latter  losing  ground,  several  regi- 
ments of  Johnson's  division,  hitherto 
in  reserve,  were  sent  up  to  Baird  and 
posted  by  him  on  his  front;  and 
these,  with  Vandever's  brigade  of 
Brannan's  division  and  part  of  Stan- 
ley's of  Wood's  division,  completely 
restored-  the  battle  on  this  flank, 
hurling  back  Breckinridge's  com- 
mand in  disorder ;  Gens.  Helm  and 
Deshler  being  killed,  Maj.  Graves^ 
chief  of  artillery,  mortally  wounded, 
and  Oten.  Adams  severely  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner.  Breckinridge 
rallied  his  men  on  a  commanding 
ridge  in  the  rear  of  his  advanced  po- 
sition, where  his  heavy  guns  were 
posted  to  repel  assault.  Walker's 
division  first,  then  Cheatham's  Ten- 
nesseans,  then  Cleburne's,  and  final- 
ly Stewart's,  were  sent  to  the  support 
of  Breckinridge;  and  the  tide  of 
battle  ebbed  and  flowed  on  this  wing, 
with  frightful  carnage  on  both  sides, 
but  without  material  advantage  to 
either.  StiU,  Bragg's  att^upt  to 
turn  our  flank,  so  as  to  interpose  his 
army  between  ours  and  Chattanooga 
was  baffled  by  Thomas's  firmness 
and  that  of  the  veterans  under  his 
command;  while  the  struggle  along 
our  left  center  was  equally  desperate, 
equally  sanguinary,  and  equidly  in- 
decisive. 


Our  right,  however,  had  ere  fliis 
been  involved  in  fearful  disaster. 
The  movement  of  several  divisions 
from  right  to  left  after  the  battle  had 
actually  conmienced  was  at  best  hass- 
ardous,  however  necessary,  and  was 
attended  with  the  worst  possible  re- 
sults. Negley's  and  Van  Cleve's  di- 
visions were  successively  ordered  by 
Bosecrans  to  move  to  the  support  of 
Thomas  on  our  left;  while  "Wood 
was  directed  to  dose  up  to  Keynolds 
on  our  right  center,  and  Davis  to 
close  on  Wood ;  McCook,  conmiand- 
ing  on  this  wing,  being  directed  to 
close  dowii  on  the  left  with  all  poesi- 
ble  dispatch. 

Such  movements  are  at  all  times 
difficult  of  execution  in  the  heat  of 
battle,  and  in  the  face  of  a  skillful, 
resolute,  and  vigilant  enemy.  In  this 
instance,  the  hazard  was  increased  by 
the  fact  that  they  were  not  clearly 
comprehended.  Wood,  understand- 
inj5  that  he  was  ordered  to  support 
Beynolds,  undertook  to  do  so  by 
tvitiidrawing  from  the  front  and  pass- 
ing to  the  rear  of  Brannan,  who  was 
in  eohdon  slightly  to  the  rear  of  Eey- 
nolds's  right ;  thus  opening  a  gap  iu 
our  frx>nt,  into  which  Longstreet  at 
once  threw  Hood's  command,  sap- 
ported  by  an  advance  of  Buckner  on 
our  right  flank. 

The  charge  was  decisive.  Davis, 
by  McCook's  order,  was  just  attempt- 
ing to  fill  with  three  l^ht  brigades 
the  gap  made  by  Wood's  withdrawal, 
when  Hood's  chai^ng  colunm  poured 
into  it,  striking  Davis  on  the  right, 
and  Brannan  on  the  left,  and  Sheri- 
dan, of  Crittenden's  corps,  farther  to 
the  rear,  cutting  off  five  brigades 
from  the  rest  of  our  army,  and  push- 
ing them  to  our  right  and  rear,  with 
a  loss  of  40  per  cent,  of  their  numbers. 
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In  short,  oiir  right  wing,  struck  heav- 
ily  in  flank  while  moving  to  the  left, 
was  cmmbled  into  firagments  and  sent 
flying  in  impotent  disorder  toward 
Bossville  and  Chattanooga,  with  a  loss 
of  thousands  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  Bosecrans,  McCook,  and 
many  subordinate  commanders,  were 
swept  along  in  the  wild  rush ;  Sheri- 
dan and  Davis  rallying  and  reform- 
ing the  wreck  of  their  divisions  by 
the  way,  and  halting,  with  McCook, 
at  EossviUe;  while  Bosecrans — ^pre- 
vented by  the  enemy  from  joining 
Thomas — hastened  to  Chattanooga, 
there  to  make  all  possible  provision 
for  holding  the  place ;  since  it  now 
looked  as  though  our  whole  army 
was  or  would  be  routed,  and  that 
desperate  effort  would  be  required  to 
bold  Chattanooga,  so  as  to  save  what 
might  be  left  of  it  from  being  cap- 
tured or  drivel  pell-m^U  into  the 
Tennessee. 

But  matters,  though  bad  enough, 
were  not  so  bad  as  they  seemed  to 
those  who  had  shared  or  witnessed 
the  rout  and  dispersion  of  our  right. 
Thomas  was  stiU  fighting  stoutly  and 
holding  his  own  on  our  left;  when, 
not  long  after  noon,  Capt  Eellogg, 
who  had  been  sent  to  hurry  Sheridan, 
then  expected  to  reenforce  his  left, 
returned  with  tidings  that  he  had 
met  a  large  Bebd  force  advancing 
cautiously,  with  skirmishers  thrown 
out,  to  the  rear  of  Beynolds's  position 
in  our  cent^.  There  was  some  effort 
made  to  believe  this  was  no  Bebel 
force,  but  Sheridan,  till  heavy  firing 
on  Thomas's  right  and  rear  decidedly 
negatived  that  presumption.  Thomas 
ordered  Col.  Hooker,  whose  brigade 
held  a  ridge  in  the  direction  of  the 
firing,  to  resist  the  advance  of  these 


questionable  way&rers,  and  r^um 
tiieir  fire  if  it  should  be  persisted  in 
— an  order  which  that  Brigadier  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  obey.  Meantime, 
Wood  came  up,  and  was  directed  to 
post  his  troops  on  the  left  of  Brannan, 
who  had  already  taken  post  on  the 
slope  of  Mission  ridge,  behind  Thcon- 
as's  line  of  battle,  and  just  west  of 
the  Chattanooga  and  Lafayette  road, 
where  Capt.  Gaw  had  ere  this,  by 
Thomas's  order,  massed  all  the  artil- 
lery he  could  find  in  reserve,  and  sup- 
ported it  by  strong  lines  of  infantij. 
To  this  position,  Johnson,  Palmer, 
and  Beynolds,  who,  behind  their  log 
breastworks,  had  sustained  and  re- 
pulsed a  succession  of  desperate 
charges  on  our  center,  were  vrith- 
drawn,  and  here  Thomas's  commcmd 
was  now  concentrated. 

Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  with  his 
small  reserve  corps,  had  been  posted 
at  Bossville,  whence  CoL  J.  B.  Steed- 
man,  vrith  six  regiments,  made  a  r^ 
connoissance  to  within  two  miles  of 
Bin^old;^*  discovering  Plough  by 
the  way  to  convince  him  that  a  bat- 
tle was  imminent  and  he  out  of  place ; 
when  he  returned  to  Bossville.  Oteru 
WhiJtaker's  and  CoL  D.  McCook's 
brigades  were  next  sent  forward  by 
Granger  to  the  Chickamauga — ^the 
latter  supporting  Col.  Minty  at  Beidls 
bridge,  where  he  had  a  smart  skir- 
mish, as  did  Gen.  Whitaker,  farther 
down  the  stream ;  each  falling  back ; 
G«n.  Steedman  ultimately  burning* 
Beid's  bridge  and  retreating.  Gran- 
ger held  the  roads  in  this  direction, 
on  our  extreme  left^  throughout  the 
19th  and  till  11  a.  k.  of  the  30th; 
when,  finding  that  he  was  not  at- 
tacked, while  the  roar  of  guns  on  his 
right  front, where  Thomas  was  posted. 


'  Sept  17. 


►  Sept.  18. 
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ihongli  three  or  four  miles  distant, 
had  become  load  and  continnoos,  he 
could  no  longer  resist  their  appeal. 
Moving,  therefore,  without  orders, 
he  reported,  at  8  p.  m.,  to  Thomas ; 
whom  he  found  holding  the  ridge 
aforesaid,  while  the  enemy,  in  over- 
whelming force,  were  pressing  him 
at  once  in  front  and  on  both  flanks, 
while  they  held  a  ridge  on  his  right 
running  nearly  at  right  angles  with 
that  he  occupied,  and  were  advancing 
Hindman's  division  in  a  gorge  there- 
of, with  intent  to  assail  his  right 
in  flank  and  rear. 

The  moment  was  critical,  Thomas 
had  work  for  all  his  men,  and  could 
qpare  none  to  confront  this  new  peril. 
Instantly  forming  Qen.  Whitaker's 
and  Col.  Mitchell's  brigades.  Granger 
hurled  them  on  the  foe :  Steed- 
man,  seizing  the  flag  of  a  regiment, 
heading  the  charge.  Twenty  minutes 
later,  Hindman  had  disappeared,  and 
our  men  held  both  gorge  and  ridge ; 
but  Whitaker  was  knocked  senseless 
from  his  horse  by  a  bullet,  with  two 
of  his  staff  killed  and  two  more  mor- 
tally wounded.  Steedman's  horse  was 
killed  and  he  severely  bruised  by  his 
&11 ;  but  he  remained  on  duty  to  the 
close  of  the  day.  Our  loss  in  this 
charge  was  of  course  heavy ;  that  of 
the  enemy  fiu  greater. 

There  was  a  pause  of  half  an  hour, 
while  the  enemy  was  forming  and 
massing  for  a  desperate  charge  on  all 
points  of  our  position.  About  4  p.  m., 
the  storm  burst  in  all  its  fury.  The 
stampede  of  our  right  had  swept  with 
it  nearly  or  quite  all  our  ammunition 
trains,  so  that  cartridges  had  become 
scarce,  and  the  utmost  economy  in 
their  use  was  indispensable.  But  for 
the  fortunate  arrival  with  Granger  of 
a  small  supply,  which  afforded  about 


ten  rounds  per  man,  many  regiments 
would  have  been  compelled  to  rely 
on  their  bayonets. 

Longstreet  was  now  here,  in  im- 
mediate command  of  his  own  corps 
— ^Hood  having  been  wounded  and 
had  his  leg  amputated  on  the  field — 
with  McLaws's,  Preston's,  Breckin- 
ridge's, Cleburne's,  Stewart's,  Hind- 
man's,  Bushrod  Johnson's  divisions 
— ^in  fact,  all  but  a  fraction  of  the 
entire  Bebel  army — swarming  around 
the  foot  of  the  ridge  whereon  Thomas, 
with  what  remained  of  seven  divis- 
ions of  ours — ^four  having  vanished 
with  thiB  dispersion  of  our  right — 
withstood  and  repelled  assault  after 
assault  till  sundown;  when  he,  by 
order  from  Bosecrans  at  Chattanooga, 
communicated  by  his  chief  of  stafl^ 
Gen.  Gtu^eld,  who  reached  the  ridge 
at  4  p.  M.,  commenced  the  withdrawal 
of  his  troops  to  EossviUe. 

Gen.  Eeynolds  was  ordered,  at-S^ 
p.  M,,  to  commence  this  movement, 
which  "Wood  was  directed  to  cover ; 
Gen.  Thomas  was  riding  over  to 
Wood's  position  to  point  out  the 
ground  he  Was  to  hold,  when  he  was 
cautioned  by  two  soldiers  that  a  large 
Bebel  force  was  advancing  through 
the  woods  toward  him.  Beynolds 
with  his  division  now  approaching, 
Thomas  ordered  him  to  deflect  to  the 
left  and  form  line  while  marching, 
with  his  right  resting  on  the  State 
road,  thence  charging  the  enemy,  who 
would  thus  be  in  his  inmiediate  front. 
The  order  was  promptly  obeyed: 
Turchin's  brigade  precipitating  itself 
on  the  enemy  with  such  vigor  as  to 
rout  them  and  capture  more  than 
200  prisoners,  who  were  taken  off  the 
field  in  our  retreat. 

Our  divisions  were  withdrawn  in 
succession  from  the  ridge :  Johnson's 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THOMAS    RBTIBES    XTKASSAILBD. 


423 


and  Baird's,  being  last,  were  of 
coiirse  assailed  by  the  enemy  in  over- 
whelming force,  imd  suffered  consid- 
erably. But  there  was  no  pursuit ;  *^ 
and  our  army  retired  into  and  held 
the  Kossville  and  Dry  valley  gaps 
of  Mission  ridge — Crittenden's  corps 
holding  the  left  of  the  Einggold  road ; 
McCook's  on  the  right  of  the  Dry 
valley  road,  with  his  right  thrown 
forward  nearly  to  the  Chickamauga ; 
while  Negley's,  Reynolds's,  and 
Brannan's  divisions  were  posted  in 
the  Bossville  gap  and  along  the  ridge 
on  its  right ;  Minty's  brigade  of  cav- 
alry being  thrown  out  over  a  mile  in 
advance  on  the  Einggold  road.  And 
thus  our  army  stood  fronting  the  en- 
emy unmolested,  xmtil  10  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  Minty  was  driven  in  by 
the  enemy's  advance ;  which,  proving 
merely  a  reconnoissance,  was  easily 
repulsed,  and  was  not  renewed.  And 


thus  our  army  remained  unmolested 
throughout  the  following  day ;"  and 
at  night  was  withdrawn  in  perfect 
order,  and  without  annoyance  or  loss, 
to  the  position  assigned  it  by  Rose- 
crans  in  front  of  Chattanooga.  Bragg 
followed  next  day ;  taking  quiet  pos- 
session of  Lookout  mountain  and  the 
whole  of  Mission  ridge,  whence  he 
looked  down  into  the  coveted  strong- 
hold, which  his  army  was  destined 
never  to  r^ain. 

As  Bragg  was  fiercely  assailed  for 
not  pursuing  Rosecrans — ^whom,  it  is 
assmned,  he  had  routed — right  into 
Chattanooga,  on  the  evening  of  the 
the  20th,  the  following  extract  from 
a  Rebel  account  of  the  battle  by  an 
eye-witness,"  who  was  nowise  par^ 
tial  to  him,  may  serve  to  elucidate 
the  matter.  The  reader  will  excuse 
the  tropical  luxuriance  of  its  imagery, 
and  its  many  mistakes  of  fact,  for  the 


.*^  Though  it  is  perfectly  settled  that  Bragg  did 
not  pursuoi  it  is  not  so  well  established  that  our 
Knay  did  not  flee.  On  this  point,  a  few  citation^ 
(out  of  many  that  might  be  made)  fVom  eye-wit- 
nesses will  here  be  g^ven : 

Gen.  Hazen,  after  reporting  the  last  attack  of 
the  enemy  on  our  right,  and  its  repulse,  says : 

"  There  was  no  more  fighting.  At  dusk,  I  re- 
ceived orders  Arom  G^n.  Thomas  to  retire  on 
Kossville;  which  I  did  quietly  and  in  perfect  or- 
der: the  pickets  of  the  enemy  following  mine 
closely  as  they  were  withdrawn,  and  confront- 
ing an  oi&cer,  sent  to  see  that  it  was  thoroughly 
done.'' 

CoL  A.  Wiley,  41st  Ohio,  of  Granger's  corps, 
after  describing  the  final  Rebel  charg^e  on  Wood's 
division,  of  whioh  he  was  among  the  supports, 
■ays: 

"  The  possession  of  the  hiU  was  maintained ; 
the  regiment  losing  about  a  dosen  wounded  in 
this  part  of  the  action.  As  soon  as  it  became 
dark,  we  withdrew  from  this  position,  marched 
to  Bossville,  where  the  regiment  bivouacked, 
and  on  Monday  mining  again  went  into  position 
in  the  first  line  on  Mission  ridge." 

An  account  by  "  HUes,'*  of  the  part  borne  by 
Steedman's  division  of  Granger's  corps  in  the 
defense  of  Thomas's  last  position,  says: 

**  Another  assault  was  made,  and  with  the 
■ame  result.  The  Rebels  advanced,  were  chedc- 
9d]  we  droTO  and  foUowed  them  until  (tesh 


troops  were  arrayed  against  us,  and  we  in  turn 
were  forced  to  retire.  But  this  time  we  drove 
them  farther,  and  kept  them  at  bay  longer,  than 
before.  One  of  our  regiments — ^the  96th  Dli- 
nois — pursued  them  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  held 
that  advanced  position  until  it  beg^  to  receive 
an  enfilading  fire  from  some  of  our  own  troops. 

'*  Thus  the  contest  continued  untif  dark,  and 
all  the  time  we  held  the  ridge.  Sometimes,  a 
regiment  or  more  would  fall  back  beyond  the 
ridge ;  but  enough  always  remained  to  bold  it 
At  last.  Gen.  Thomas  gave  the  order  to  retire ;  but 
it  failed  to  reach  a  portion  of  the  96th  niinois^ 
and  a  remnant  of  the  121st  Ohio,  who  at  the 
time  occupied  a  position  on  the  right,  some^diat 
advanced  beyond  the  line ;  and  there  for  a  con- 
siderable time  they  continued  to  fight  with  una- 
bated vigor.  The  order  to  retire  was  at  last 
given  to  this  devoted  band,  who  reluctantly  left 
their  position.  That  closed  the  fighting  for  the 
day.  We  retired  from  the  field,  not  knowing 
that  the  enemy  was  at  the  same  time  also  re- 
treating, baffled  and  discouraged,  in  fact  beaten. 

*'  So  the  bloody  field  was  left  unoccupied  that 
night.  No,  not  wholly  unoccupied ;  for  James 
T.  Gruppy,  a  private  of  company  D,  96th  nimoia, 
not  knowing  that  our  troops  had  fallen  back, 
slept  upon  the  battle-field,  and  next  morning,  as 
he  awoke,  found  a  Rebel  surgeon  near  him, 
looking  for  Rebel  dead,  who  advised  him,  if 
he  ever  wished  to  see  his  regiment  again,  to 
hurry  on  to  Chattanooga.'*  , 

«  Monday,  Sept  21. 

^  S,  C,  Reid,  correspondent  Mobile  IH&tM|ik. 
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sake  of  the  nnintended  proof  it  affords 
that  the  fortnne  of  the  day  was  only 
decided  at  so  late  an  hour  that  pur- 
suit in  that  wooded,  rugged  region 
was  extremely  hazardous,  if  not  im- 
possible.   Beid  says : 

''The  western  horizon,  crimsoned  with 
rermilion  hues,  now  shed  its  raddjr  light 
on  the  hill-top  and  forest-plain,  painting 
the  bloody  battle-field,  still  reeking  with 
human  gore ;  but  the  battle-strife  had  not 
yet  ceased.  jDriven  to  desperation,  and  de- 
termined at  all  hazards  to  hold  their  posi- 
tion on  their  left  wing,  the  enemy,  with  a 
resolute  ferocity,  hniied  his  battalions  upon 
our  right,  at  the  same  time  opening  his  bat- 
teries with  a  storm  of  shell  and  grape.  Lid- 
dell  and  Gist,  of  Walker's  corps,  who  had 
been  again  ordered  forward,  being  their 
fifth  engagement  with  the  enemy,  were  met 
by  a  most  destructiYe  fire,  which  enfiladed 
them  on  both  flanks  and  drove  them  back. 
Our  line  of  battle  on  the  right  was  now 
aboat  half  a  mile  from  the  Chattanooga 
road.  The  enemy  was  sorely  pressing  our 
wavering  lines.  Gen.  Polk,  who  had  borne 
the  brunt  of  the  battle  during  the  day,  and 
fought  his  wing  against  the  concentrated 
niasses  of  the  enemy  with  unequaled  brave- 
ly And  endurance,  had  now  marshaled  his 
forces  for  a  last  desperate  charge,  on  which 
depended  the  fate  of  the  day.  His  flashing 
eye  at  this  moment  discovered  that  Gran- 
ger's reserve  corps  of  Abolition  troops  was 
moving  down  upon  us,  and  not  a  moment 
was  to  be  lost.  At  the  same  time,  it  was 
reported  that  Longstreet  was  driving  the 
jenemy's  right  flank,  which  added  fresh 
nerve  and  vigor  to  our  already  exhausted 
men.  The  signal  being  given,  the  whole 
line  advanced :  Breckinri^e  leading  off  on 
the  extreme  ri^t,  the  division  making  a 
left  half- wheel,  which  brought  it  paraUel  to 
the  enemy's  lines,  whose  artillery  belched 
forth  a  blasting  fire.  Forward  pressed 
Btovall,  Gilson,  and  Helm,  in  perfect  order, 
cheered  by  other  lines  of  troops  as  they  ad- 
vanced, and  passing  through  the  *  unterri- 
fied '  of  Walker^s  line,  who  was  then  enga- 
ging the  enemy,  without  halting,  and  re- 
serving their  fire  until  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  foe,  when  they  sprang  forward  with 
a  wild  yell  to  the  charge,  receiving  a  vol- 
ley from  the  enemy  without  effect  A  sec- 
ond volley  from  the  barricades  of  trees  and 
•tones  checked  Breckinridge  for  a  moment, 
and  many  a  brave,  with  the  noble  Helm, 
fell;  but  the  officers  rushed  forward, 
inounting  the  barricades,  followed  by  their 
m%n,  dealing  destruction  to  the  panic- 
stricken  hordes^  who  fled  on  every  side ;  a 


brigade  of  U.  S.  regulars,  under  Gen.  Ftn^ 
being  perfectly  routed  by  Gibson;  Stui 
onward  pressed  the  division  of  Breokiii- 
ridge,  driving  the  enemy  for  three-quarters 
of  a  mile,  capturing  nine  pieces  of  caDnon 
and  hundreds  of  prisoners,  until  entering 
the  woods  about  70  yards  west  of  the  Chat- 
tanooga road;  the  enemy's  killed  and 
wounded  marking  its  bloody  track  in  the 
pursuit. 

^^At  the  same  time,  on  came  the  chiv- 
alrous Olebume,  with  the  brave  Deehler, 
Wood,  and  Polk,  who  soon  came  in  conflict 
with  Granger's  corps,  sweeping  them  before 
their  ranks  like  leaves,  and  facing  the  mnr- 
derous  fire  of  their  barricades.  The  heroic 
and  dashing  Deshler  went  down,  but  still  the 
men  pressed  forward:  Wood,  with  Laciits 
Polk's  brigade,  storming  breastwork  after 
breastwork,  until  the  thir4  work  was  car- 
ried— Polk  capturing  three  pieces  of  can- 
non, the  standards  of  the  2d  Ohio,  77th 
Pennsylvania,  79th  Illinois,  and  500  prison- 
ers. Like  the  ocean-wave  rolled  onward 
the  brigades  of  the  warrior  Cheatham  to- 
ward tne  center  of  the  enemy's  works, 
which  were  carried  with  an  irresistible  im- 
petuosity: Maney's  brigade  adding  new  lau- 
rels to  its  fame,  as  well  as  Strahl's,  'Wight's, 
Jackson's, and  the  lamented  Preston  Smith's; 
capturing  several  pieces  of  artillery  and  a 
large  number  of.prisoners.  This  sealed  our 
victory.  The  enemy  was  totally  routed  from 
right,  left,  and  center,  and  was  in  fnll  re- 
treat to  Chattanooga;  night  alone  prevent- 
ing their  farther  pursuit  Then  arose  along 
our  lines,  from  wing  to  wing  for  miles,  one 
wild,  tumultuous  yell,  and  cheers  which 
made  the  hills  and  forest  shake  again.  The 
day  was  ours ;  while  the  croaking  raven  of 
the  night  perched  on  the  ill-starred  banner 
of  the  vain,  boasting  Rosecrans,  now  crest- 
fallen, defeated,  and  humiliated.  Polk's 
wing  captured  28  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
Longstreet's  21,  making  49  pieces  of  can- 
non; both  wings  taking  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  prisoners,  amounting  to  over 
8,000,  with  30,000  stand  of  arms,  and  40 
stands  of  regimental  colors.  The  enemy's 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  by 
their  own  accoant,  is  not  less  than  80,000. 
Ours  is  computed  at  12,000:  oar  wounded 
being  unusually  large  compared  to  the 
killed.  The  enemy  is  known  to  have  hsd 
all  his  available  force  on  the  field,  including 
his  reserve,  with  a  portion  of  Barnside's 
corps,  numbering  not  less  than  80,000,  while 
our  whole  force  did  not  exceed  50,000. 
Nothing  was  more  brilliant  in  all  Bona' 
parte's  Italian  campaigns;  it  was  equally 
desperate  as  the  battle  of  Areola,  and  nr 
more  decisive  in  its  results.  So  £ar,  it  ex* 
ceeds  all  previous  battles  of  our  revolutiou ; 
and  nothing  oould  surpass  the  irreaistabls 
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courage  and  borojo  intrepidity  of  onr  {»ffi- 
OMV  and  aoldien." 

Bragg,  in  his  official  report,  tersely 
and  sensibly  says : 

"  The  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  den- 
^tj  of  the  forest,  rendered  farther  move- 
ments nnoertain  and  dangerous;  and  the 
tamj  bivouaoked  on  the  ground  it  bad  so 
gallantly  won." 

This  is  enough  for  tibose  who  con- 
fii^^r  that  himian  endurance  has  lim- 
jtB,  and  that  m.en  who  have  been 
marching  tibeir  hardest  and  fighting 
their  very  best  for  two  or  three  days, 
with  scarcely  a  pause,  need  rest. 

But  it  is  not  BO  dear  that  he  should 
not  have  followed  up  his  advantage 
next  day,  by  an  attack  in  force  oa 
Thomas  and  so  much  of  our  army  as 
atill  confronted  him  around  Boss- 
ville,  barring  his  way  to  Chattanoc^. 
Thomas  could  not  have  had  over 
25,000  men  left;  Bragg  must  have 
bjftd  thousands  more,  flushed  with 
victory,  and  in  good  part  confldmt 
of  their  ability  to  improve  it  by  rout- 
ing what  remained  of  our  army  and 
chasing  it  into  and  through  Chatta- 
nooga. Pollard  says  that  Fon-est 
dimbed  a  tree,  just  as  the  fighting 
dosed ;  and,  seeing  our  army  in  full 
retreat,  urged  a  general  advance; 
«nd  that  Longstreet  ordered  Wheeler 
to  interpose  his  cavalry  between  Boss- 
viUe  and  Chattanooga;  but  Bragg 
countermanded  the  order.  The  fact 
officially  stated  by  him,  that  he  had 
lost  two-ffihs  of  his  army  in  the  ter- 
rible struggle  thus  terminated,  suf- 
fices to  justify  his  moving  cautiously 
and  surely.        


Our  losses  on  the  Chickamauga 
were  officially  stated  as  follows : 
Infantry  and)  ^^^^^^  FbwnU  XMg,    Thiol 
artillery.,  f  1,644-  9,262"  4,945  16,851 
Oavalry,  in  varions  oombata  and  skir- 
mishes  «.      500 

Total  16,361 ;  which  it  is  perfectly 
safe  to  increase,  by  stra^lers  and  im- 
perfect reports,  to  20,000  jfrom  the 
hour  of  (tossing  the  Tennessee  till 
our  army  was  concentrated  in  front 
of  Chattanooga.  Bosecrans  claims 
to  have  captured  and  brou^t  oif 
2,003  prisoners,  and  admits  a  loss  of 
7,600,  including  2,600  of  his  wound-* 
ed;  also  86  guns,  20  caissons,  and 
8,460  small  arms. 

Bragg  admits  a  total  loss  on  his 
part  of  18,000  men,**  of  whom  16,000 
must  have  been  killed  and  wounded ; 
and  claims  to  have  captured  over 
8,000  prisoners  (including  wounded), 
61  guns,  and  16,000  small-arms. 

These  statem^^ts  are  not  neces- 
sarily incompatible.  All  the  arms 
dropped  by  killed,  wounded,  or  fly- 
ing soldiers — ^no  matter  of  which 
army — were  of  course  gathered  up 
by  those  who  held  the  field,  and 
counted  among  their  spoils;  and, 
while  the  vector  counts  all  the  guns 
he  has  taken,  his  worsted  foe  sub- 
tracts his  captures  from  his  losses, 
and  returns  only  the  net  loss.  And, 
as  our  men  fought  mainly  on  the 
defensive,  often  on  ridges  or  behind 
rude  l»«attworks,  and  lost  very  few 
in  their  retareat^  it  is  probable  that 
our  killed  and  wounded  were  the 
fewer,  as  these  antagonist  reports 
would  indicate. 


*  Indnding  G&n,  W.  H.  Lytie,  Ohio,  Goto. 
Baddwln  and  Heg,  coiABUMiding  brigades ;  Goto. 
K  A.  Kmg,  68th  Ind.,  jUej^Mer,  Slot,  and 
GOmer,  2$th  BL 

»I]iduding  Ook.  Payne,  4th  (Aaib,  Shaekle- 
ford,  6th  Kj.r  and  Armstrong,  984  Qhio^  with 
many  othera. 


**  Gen.  B.  JEL  Helin*a  Kentucky  brigade  went 
into  this  fight  1,763  strong^  and  came  out  432: 
Helm  being  am<«g  the  killed.  Bate's  brigade 
lost  608  out  of  1,066.  A  Mississippi  brigade 
lost  T81,  and  came  out  with  but  two  regimental 
officers  uninjured ;  and  there  were  several  morf 
brigades  wl^ch  lost  ftilly  half  their  number. 
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Bragg  had  won  an  unmistakable 
victory ;  yet  all  its  firuits  were  reaped 
on  the  battle-fielA  When  he  ad- 
vanced in  force,"  and  appeared  be- 
fore Chattanooga,  not  even  the  fierc- 
est fire-eater  in  his  camp  was  anxious 
to  storm  those  intrenchments,  behind 
which  Rosecrans  stood  ready  to  re- 
peat the  fearful  lesson  he  gave  Price 
and  Van  Dom,  at  Corinth.  The 
victor  had  the  field  and  the  dead 
(hundreds  of  whom  he  inhumanly 
left  to  rgt  unburied)  ;  but  his  defeated 
antagonist  had  secured  the  great 
strategic  object  of  his  campaign," 
and  was  abxmdantly  able  to  retain 
and  defend  it. 

Chattanooga  being  unattainable, 
Bragg  was  urged  to  anticipate  a 
gigantic,  fatal  folly  in  moving  by  his 
left  across  the  Tennessee  and  advanc- 
ing on  Nashville.  He  answered,  like 
a  soldier  and  man  of  sense,  that  half 
his  army  consisted  of  reenforcements 
that  had  joined  him  just  before  the 
recent  struggle,  without  a  wagon  or 
an  artillery-horse,  and  that  a  third  of 
the  artillery  horses  he  had  were  lost 
on  the  field.  Then,  a  formidable 
river  was  to  be  crossed,  without 
pontoons,  at  a  season  when  any  day 
might  see  it  swelled,  amid  those 
steep  mountains,  out  of  all  possibility 
of  fording.  He  might  have  added 
that,  with  a  great  army  on  his  fiank, 
and  in  a  country  where — ^its  railroads 
being  destroyed — the  difficulties  of 
an  offensive  were  at  best  appalling, 
to  have  attempted  such  a  movement 


wbuld  have  insured  his  rain;  and 
rashness  was  not  his  weak  point 

Bragg  could  not  carry  the  coveted 
stronghold  by  storm;  he  could  not 
fiank  it;  but  he  might  starve  onr 
army  out*  of  it.  Holding  the  left 
bank  of  the  Tennessee  for  miles 
below,  he  commanded  not  only  the 
railroads  connecting  that  city  with 
the  North  and  "West,  and  with  Mid- 
dle Tennessee,  but  Jthe  navigation  of 
the  river,  with  the  roads  crowded 
against  its  banks  by  the  steep  moun- 
tains which  on  both  sides  overshadow 
it.  East  Tennessee  afibrding  insuffi- 
cient forage  and  little  or  no  food,  our 
supplies  must,  for  the  present,  be 
wagoned  across  the  countless  moua- 
tain  ridges  separating  it  from  Middle 
Tennessee,  traversed  only  by  roada 
of  inconceivable  badness ;  and,  for  a 
time,  our  troops  were  on  short  allow- 
anee,  while  many  thousands  of  our 
horses  were  starved,  or  worked  to 
death  in  wagoning  over  supplies. 

Gen.  Eosecrans,  while  thus  cooped 
up  in  Chattanooga,  received  **  an  un- 
heralded order  relieving  him  from 
command,  which  he  at  once  obeyed; 
leaving  for  the  North  next  day— just 
a  year  having  elapsed  since  he  left 
Corinth — the  theater  of  his  then  re- 
cent victory — to  find  himself  assigned 
to  command  this  department. 

Deeming  it  best  for  the  service 
that  he  should  depart  before  it  va8 
knovm  to  the  soldiers  that  he  was  BUr 
perseded,  he  bade  adieu  to  his  com- 
rades in  the  following  order : 


»■  Wednesday,  Sept  23. 

•*  Pollard  very  fairly  says : 

"  Chickamauga  had  conferred  a  brilliant  glory 
upon  our  arms,  but  little  else.  Bosecrans  stiU 
held  ^e  prize  of  Chattanooga,  and  with  it  the 
possession  of  East  Tennessee.  Two-thirds  of 
•our  niter-beds  were  in  that  regiov,  and  a  large 
proportk>n  of  the  ooal  which  supplied  our  foun- 
defies.    It  abounded  in  the  neoessaries  of  life. 


It  was  one  of  the  strongest  countries  in  the 
worid,  so  fbU  of  lofty  mountains,  that  it  had  been 
called,  not  unaptly,  the  Switzerland  of  America 
As  the  possession  of  Switserland  opened  ib» 
door  to  the  invasion  of  Italy,  Germany,  tm 
France,  so  the  possession  of  East  Tdnnessee  gare 
etmy  access  to  Yiiginia^  North  Oarolina,  Georgiif 
and  Alabama.** 

"OctX^. 
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••  EPdq^ks  Dbp't  of  the  Oumbiblaivd,       } 

"Ohattanoooa,  Tenn.,  Oct.  19,  1868.  f 

**  The  General  oomm&nding  announces  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  that  he  leaves  them,  under 
orders  from  the  President. 

'*  Miy.-Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  in  com- 
pliance with  orders,  will  assume  the  com- 
mand of  this  army  and  department.  The 
ohiefs  of  all  the  staff  departments  will  re- 
port to  him. 

"  In  taking  leave  of  yon,  his  brothers  in 
arms — officers  and  soldiers — ^he  congratu- 
lates you  that  your  new  commander  comes 
not  to  you,  as  he -did,  a  stranger.  G^n. 
Thomas  has  been  identified  with  this  army 
from  its  first  organization.  He  has  led  you 
often  in  battle.  To  his  known  prudence, 
dauntless  courage,  and  true  patriotism,  you 
may  look  with  confidence  that,  under  God, 
he  wiU  lead  you  to  victory. 

'*The  General  commanding  doubts  not  you 
will  be  as  true  to  yourselves  and  your  country 
in  the  future  as  you  have  been  in  the  past. 

**  To  the  division  and  brigade  command- 
ers, he  tenders  his  cordial  thanks  for  their 
valuable  and  hearty  c6operation  in  all  that 
he  has  undertaken.  To  the  chiefs  of  the 
staff  departments  and  their  subordinates, 
whom  he  leaves  behind,  he  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  their  fidelity  and  untiring  de- 
votion to  duty. 

*^  Companions  in  arms— officers  and  sol- 
diers— ^farewell ;  and  may  God  bless  you ! 
"  W.  8.  BoBBOBAire,  M^jor-General." 


Gen.  Bumside,  after  he  was  re- 
lieved from  command  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, had  been  assigned  **  to  that 
of  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  and 
his  old  9th  corps  dispatched  with  him 
to  the  West,  with  a  view  to  an  early 
anddetermined  advance  through  east- 
em  Kentucky  for  the  liberation  of 
loyal  but  crushed  and  suffering  East 
Tennessee.  The  exigencies  of  the 
service,  however,  compelled  a  diver- 
sion of  the  9th  corps  to  reenforce 
Grant,  then  in  the  crisis  of  his  strug- 
gle for  Vicksburg.  So  Bumside  was 
obliged  to  remain  idle  at  Cincinnati. 
A  force  of  mounted  Bebels  having, 
under  Gen.  P^ram,  emerged  from 
East  Tennessee,  crossed  the  Cumber- 
land mountains  and  river,  and  ad- 


dressed themselves  to  the  spoliation 
of  southern  Kentucky.     Tliey  pro- 
claimed their  force  the  vanguard  of 
a  large  army  advancing,  under  Breck- 
inridge, for  the  rescue  of  Kentucky 
from  her  Yankee  oppressors ;  paraded 
the  greater  portion  of  their  number 
as  infantry  on  entering  any  consid- 
erable village;  and  got  up  a  hand- 
bill proclamation  that  every  young 
man  who  did  not  choose  to  serve  in 
the  Confederate  armies  must  leave 
Kentucky  I    These  pretensions  seem 
to  have  imposed,  to  some  extent,  on 
Gen.  S.  P.  Carter,  commanding  the 
Union  forces  on  that  frontier,  who 
retreated  before  Pegram  from  Dan- 
ville, across  Dick's  river  and  the  Ken- 
tuclqr ;  abandoning  the  heart  of  the 
State  to  rapine.    P^ram  lacked  the 
audacity  to  continue  the  pursuit,  as 
well  as  the  force  to  justify  it,  or  he 
might,  perhaps,  have  chased  Carter 
and  Wolford  across  the  Ohio.    But 
the  Rebels  turned  here  to  fly/^  thus 
revealing  their  weakness;  and  soon 
found  a  dangerous   force   on  their 
heels.     They  were  sharply  chased  by 
Wolford's  cavalry  through  Lancaster, 
Stanford,  and  Waynesburg,  to  within 
three  miles  of  Somerset,  where  they 
were  brought  to  bay:**  meanwhile, 
Gen.  Q.  A.  GiUmore  had  joined  the 
pursuit  with  250  of  the  7th  Ohio  cav- 
alry and  taken  command:  swelling 
the  Union  force  to  about  1,200  men. 
The  Rebels  are  stated,  in  the  reports 
on  our  side,  to  have  been  twice  tliat 
number — a  statement  which  is  not 
confirmed  by  any  returns,   and   is 
probably  a  gross  exaggeration,  eX'. 
plained  by  the  efforts  of  the  enemy 
to  diffuse   an  extravagant  idea  of 
their  numbers.    At  all  events,  they 
were  very  easily  driven  from  their 


**  March  26,  1863. 


»'  March  27. 


*"Mftroh30. 
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chosen  position ;  and  a  cliaige  on  onr 
rear  bj  Col.  Scott's  Eebel  cavab-y, 
though  it  threw  our  forces  into  tem- 
porary confusion,  was  repelled  with 
spirit  by  Wolford:  when  the  Reb- 
els renewed  their  flight,  and  were 
pursued  5  or  6  miles ;  and  now  tl^ey 
made  another  stand,  and  were  not 
again  attacked — ^night  soon  falling; 
under  the  shelter  of  which,  they 
moved  quietly  off;  crossing  the 
Cumberland  in  squads,  and  making 
good  their  escape  into  Tennessee, 
with  a  loss  of  only  about  100**  men 
and  a  large  share  of  their  plunder. 
Our  loss  was  about  half  so  many.  It 
is  plain  that  most  oi  them  might  have 
been  captured,  but  for  the  over-esti- 
mate of  their  strength  by  our  officers. 

Gen.  Bumside,  two  months  later, 
sent  a  cavalry  force,  under  CoL  H. 
S.  Saunders,  firom  Williamsburg,  Ky., 
across  the  Cumberland  mountains  into 
East  Tennessee;  which  struck  the  rail- 
road at  Lenoir,  40  miles  below  Ejqox- 
ville,  breaking  it  thence  nearly  up  to 
Knoxville ;  then,  passing  around  that 
city,  struck  it  again  near  Strawberry 
Plains,  burning  the  bridge,  1,600  feet 
long,  across  the  Holston,  and  that 
across  Mossy  creek,  above ;  capturing 
in  all  3  guns,  500  prisoners,  and 
10,000  small  arms,  beside  destroying 
large  quantities  of  Confederate  mu- 
nitions and  stores ;  making  its  way 
out  with  difficulty — the  passes  being 
all  choked  or  guarded — to  Boston,** 
Ky.    Its  loss  was  trifling. 

Qeii.  Bumside,  having  thoroughly 
organized  and  equipped  his  com- 
mand, about  20,000  strong,  at  Camp 
Nelson,  near  Kichmbnd,  Ky.,  com- 
menced,** without  awaiting  the  i*e- 


tum  of  his  old  corps,  his  advance  on 
Knoxville  simultaneously  with  Bose* 
crans's  movement  on  Chattanooga. 
Marching  as  light  as  possible — ^his 
men  nearly  all  mounted ;  his  muni- 
tions and  stores  mainly  packed  (m 
mules — concentrating  his  forces  at 
Crab  Orchard,  he  pushed  vigorously 
through  Mount  Vernon,  London,** 
Williamsburg,  and  thence  due  south 
into  Tennessee  at  Chitwood,  halting 
two  days**  to  rest ;  and  then  making 
a  forced  march  over  the  mountains 
of  40  miles  in  two  days,  to  Mont- 
gomery, and  thence  reaching  King- 
ston, where  the  Holston  and  Clinch 
rivers  unite  to  form  the  Tennessee; 
and  where  he  was  greeted  by  Bose- 
crans^s  pickets  and  communicated 
with  Col.  Minty's  cavalry ;  while  his 
army  made  another  forced  mardli  of 
two  days  to  Loudon,  higher  up ;  hop- 
ing thus  to  save  the  ra^oad  bridge, 
2,000  feet  long,  over  the  Holston; 
which  they  reached**  just  in  time  to 
see  it  in  flames.  Pushing  as  rapidly 
to  Knoxville — which  our  cavalry  ad- 
vance had  occupied  on  the  1st — ^n. 
Bumside  was  welcomed**  with  such 
an  outpouring  of  enthusiastic  loyalty 
and  gratitude  as  had  rarely  been 
equaled.  But  East  Tennessee  had 
b^n  overwhelmingly  and  invin^bly 
loyal  throughout,  while  the  sufferings 
of  her  Unionists,  from  Bebel  conscrip- 
tion, persecution,  and  spoliation,  had 
been  terrible.  Every  able-bodied  man 
having  been  conscripted  into  the  Con- 
federate armies,  those  who  refused  to 
serve  were  accounted  deserters,  wor- 
thy of  death ;  and  the  penalty  was 
freely  enforced.  But  the  dungeon, 
the  bullet,  and  the  rope,  whereby  it 


■•  Gillmore  first  reports  their  loss  at  "  over 
SOO;"  and  again  says  it  "  will  not  fall  short  of 
600  men.*^  But  the  only  account  (by  a  newspa- 
per oorrespondent)  that  gives  precise  detiJIs^ 


makes  the  numbers  "  IS  killed,  S  wmmded,  and 

67  prisoners.*' 
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was  mainly  hoped  to  stifle  the  loy- 
alty of  this  heroic  people,  had  only 
served  to  intensify  it ;  and  the  long- 
hidden  National  flags  that  now  waved 
from  almost  every  house  and  fluttered 
in  so  many  hands,  the  bounteous  food 
and  refrediment  proffered  from  every 
side  and  pressed  upon  our  soldiers 
without  price,  by  people  whose  stores 
were  scanty  indeed ;  the  cheers,  and 
fond  greetings,  and  happy  tears,  of 
the  assembled  thousands,  attested 
Aeir  fervent  hope  and  trust  that  the 
National  authority  and  protection, 
for  which  they  had  prayed  and  pined 
through  two  long,  weary  years,  would 
never  again  be  expelled  from  their 
dty.     And  it  has  not  been. 

The  flight  of  the  Bebel  forces  from 
all  the  points  reached  by  our  army 
in  its  advance  was  unexpected,  and 
was  misconstrued.  So  many  passes, 
wherein  a  r^ment  and  a  battery 
might  temporarily  repel  a  corps,  had 
been  precipitately  abandoned  with- 
out a  shot,  as  Kingston  and  Knoxville 
were,  that  it  was  fondly  fancied  that 
the  Rebellion  ha^  collapsed — at  least, 
in  this  quarter — ^that  the  recent  and 
signal  triumphs  of  the  National  arms 
at  Gettysburg,  Vicksburg,  Port  Hud- 
son, Aciy  had  taken  the  heart  out  of 
the  remaining  disunionists ;  that  we 
had  only  thenceforth  to  advance  and 
bloodlessly  reclaim  all  that  had  been 
ruthlessly  torn  away. 

It  was  a  great  mistake.  Buckner 
•was  simply  withdrawing  the  Rebel 
forces  froxn  East  Tennessee  to  reen- 
force  Bragg  and  enable  him  to  over- 
"whelm  Bosecrans;  and  this  facility 
of  recovery  should  have  aroused  sus- 
picion, and  incited  the  quickest  pos- 
sible transfer  of  all  but  a  brigade  of 
Bumside's  army  to  Chattanooga.  In 
£bm^  he  should  have  been  under  Bose- 


KA8T  TXKKBB8ES. 


crans's  orders  from  the  outset,  and  all 
his  movements  should  have  been 
subordinate  to  those  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland.  When  the  enemy 
were  found  to  be  retreating  soutli- 
ward,  they  should  have  been  closely 
pursued;  but  Burnside  had  no  su- 
perior but  Halleck,  who  had  no 
conviction  of  Bosecrans's  peril  till 
it  was  too  late  to  avert  it.  And 
Burnside  himself  had  no  idea  of  look- 
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ing  to  BoeecranB^s  safety — ^in  &ct, 
this  was  not  in  the  line  of  his  pre- 
scribed dnty — ^bnt  proceeded  prompt- 
ly and  vigorously  to  complete  the  re- 
covery of  East  Tennessee.  To  this 
end,  he  impelled  **  Gen.  Shackleford 
directly  on  the  rear  of  Cumberland 
gap;  on  which  Gen.  De  Conrcy 
simultaneously  advanced  from  Lon- 
don on  the  north ;  Bumside  follow- 
ing in  person  two  days  behind 
Shackleford,  who  made  a  forced 
march  of  60  miles  in  62  hours,  and 
thus  closed  in  Gen.  Frazier,  who 
with  four  regiments  held  the  gap, 
and  had  refused  to  quit  it  while  he 
could,  supposing  himself  able  to  hold 
it.  But  his  men  were  in  good  part 
disaffected  or  discouraged,  while  the 
mill  whereon  he  depended  for  flour 
was  burned  "by  two  companies  of 
Shackleford's  men,  who  crept  through 
his  lines  and  fired  it  unperceived. 
When  Bumside  arrived,**  Frazi.er 
had  refused  our  sunmions;  but  he 
found,  soon  afterward,  good  reason  to 
change  his  mind,  and  surrendered 
his  2,000  men  and  14  guns.  Our 
cavalry  moved  thence  rapidly  east- 
ward; chasing  off  a  small  Eebel 
force  under  Sam  Jones  into  Vir- 
ginia, destroying  the  principal  rail- 
road bridges,  and  completing  the 
recovery  of  East  Tennessee,  with  the 
direct  loss,  in  Bumside's  command, 
of  barely  one  man. 

Halleck  says  he  now  ordered 
Bumside  to  concentrate  his  army 
on  the  Tennessee  river  westward 
from  Loudon,  so  as  to  connect  with 
Kosecrans,  who  had  just  reached 
Chattanooga,  and  that  ^^it  was 
hoped  that  there  would  be  no  further 
delay  in  effecting  a  junction  between 
the  two  armies,  as  had  been  previ- 


ously ordered.*'  The  military  read- 
ing of  the  General-in-Chief  having 
been  very  extensive,  he  can  probably 
cite  numerous  instances  wherein  the 
leader  of  a  small  army  has  made 
haste  to  unite  that  army  with  a  large 
one,  which  would  necessarily  absorb 
it,  without  having  been  placed  under 
the  orders  of  its  commander;  but, 
in  the  recollection  of  this  writer,  such 
instances  are  rare.  At  all  events, 
Bumside  did  not  add  another,  but 
continued  to  diffuse  his  command 
throughout  East  Tennessee,  until  it 
had  been  beaten  out  very  thin,  and 
was  thus  exposed  to  be  cut  up  in  de- 
tail. CoL  Foster,  in  the  far  east, 
after  one  skirmish  **  near  Bristol,  waa 
sharply  assailed'*  at  Blue  Springs  by 
Sam  Jones,  whom  he  defeated,  after 
two  days'  desultory  fighting;  taking 
150  prisoners  and  disabling  at  least 
that  number,  with  a  loss  to  our  side 
of  barely  100. 

Shackleford  now  took  post  at 
Jonesboro',  with  a  part  of  his  com- 
mand, under  Wilcox,  at  Greenville, 
with  two  regiments  and  a  battery, 
under  CoL  Israel  Garrard,  7th  Ohio 
cavaby,  at  Rogersville,  where  they 
were  attacked"  by  1,200  mounted 
men  under  Brig.-Gen.  W.  E.  Jones, 
acting  under  the  orders  of  Maj.-Gen. 
Sam  Jones,  who  stmck  them  at  day- 
light, surprising  and  easily  routing 
them  with  a  loss  of  4  guns,  36  wag- 
ons, and  750  prisoners,  and  creating 
such  a  panic  at  Jonesborough.  and 
Greenville  that  Shackleford's  men 
raced  back  to  Bull's  gap,  18  miles, 
while  Jones  and  his  party  were  mak- 
ing equally  good  time  in  the  opposite 
direction,  fearing  that  Shackleford 
would  be  upon  them  in  overwheln>- 
ing  force  if  they  did  not   This  badc- 
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to-back  race  was  one  of  the  most 
ludicrous  incidents  of  the  war,  though 
the  laugh  was  rather  the  heartier  on 
i^e  wrong  side. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  re- 
^maining  quiet  at  Chattanooga,  Bragg 
(or  his  superiors)  conceived  the  idea 
of  itnproving  his  leisure  by  a  move- 
ment on  Bumside,  which  Longstreet 
was  assigned  to  lead.  Bumside  had 
by  this  time  spread  his  force  very 
widely,  holding  innumerable  points 
and  places  southward  and  eastward 
of  Enornlle  by  brigades  and  detach- 
ments; and  Longstreet,  advancing 
silently  and  rapidly,  was  enabled  to 
strike  "  heavily  at  the  little  outpost 
of  Philadelphia,  held  by  Col.  F.  T. 
Wolford,  with  the  1st,  11th,  and  12th 
Kentucky  cavalry  and  46th  Ohio 
mounted  infantry — in  all  about  2;000 
men.  Wolford  had  dispatched  the 
1st  and  11th  Kentucky  to  protect  his 
trains  moving  on  his  right,  which  a 
Kebel  advance  was  reported  as  men- 
acing, when  he  found  himself  sud- 
denly assailed  in  front  and  on  both 
flanks  by  an  overwhelming  Rebel 
force,  estimated  at  7,000,  whom  he 
withstood  severdl  hours,  hoping  that 
the  soimd  of  guns  woxdd  bring  him 
assistance  from  l4>udon  in  his  rear ; 
but  none  arrived;  and  he  was  at 
length  obliged  to  cut  his  way  out ; 
losing  his  battery  and  82  wagons,  but 
bringing  off  most  of  his  command, 
with  51  prisoners.  Major  Dellbsse, 
leading  the  12th  Ky.,  was  killed. 
The  1st  and  11th  Kentucky,  under 
Maj.  Graham,  having  proceeded  four 
miles  westward  from  Philadelphia, 
found  their  train  already  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  recaptured 
it ;  chasing  its  assailants  for  some  dis- 
tance, and  capturing  quite  a  number 


of  them ;  when  our  men  in  turn  en- 
countered a  superior  force,  and  were 
chased  nearly  to  Loudon,  losing 
heavily.  We  took  111  prisoners  this 
day,  and  lost  324,  with  6  guns ;  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  either  side 
being  about  100.  Our  total  loss  in 
prisoners  to  Longstreet  southward  of 
Loudon  is  stated  by  Halleck  at  650. 
The  enemy  advancing  resolutely 
yet  cautiously,  our  troops  were  with- 
drawn before  them  from  Lenoir  and 
from  Loudon,  concentrating  at  Camp- 
bell's Station — Gen.  Bumside,  whcf 
had  hastened  from  Knoxville  at  the 
tidings  of  danger,  being  personally 
in  command.  Having  been  joined 
by  his  old  (9th)  corps,  he  was  now 
probably  as  strong  as  Longstreet;  but 
a  large  portion  of  his  force  was  still 
dispersed  far  to  the  eastward,  and  he 
apprehended  being  flanked  by  an  ad- 
vance from  Kingston  on  his  left.  He 
found  himself  so  closely  pressed,  how- 
ever, that  he  must  either  fight  or 
sacrifice  his  trains;  so  he  chose  an 
advantageous  position  and  suddenly 
faced  "  the  foe :  his  batteries  being 
all  at  hand,  while  those  of  his  pursu- 
ers were  behind ;  so  that  he  had  de- 
cidedly the  advantage  in  the  fighting 
till  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  they 
brought  up  three  batteries  and  open- 
ed, while  their  infantry  were  extend- 
ed on  either  hand,  as  if  to  outflank 
him.  He  then  fell  back  to  the  next 
ridge,  and  again  faced  about ;  holding 
his  position  firmly  till  after  night- 
fall ;  when — his  trains  having  mean- 
time obtained  a  fair  start — ^he  re- 
sumed his  retreat,  and  continued  it 
unmolested  until  safe  within  the 
sheltering  intrenchments  of  Knox- 
ville. Our  loss  in  this  affair  was 
about  300 ;  that  of  the  enemy  was 
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probably  greater.  Though  not  a 
sanguinary  nor  decisive  struggle,  few 
occurred  during  the  war  that  were 
more  creditable  to  the  generalship  or 
the  soldierly  qualities  of  either  army. 
Longstreet  continued  his  pursuit, 
and  in  due  time  beleaguered  the 
city,'*  though  he  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  invested  it  That  he  intend- 
ed, and  expected,  and  tried,  to  carry 
it,  is  true ;  and  there  was  very  spirit- 
ed and  pretty  constant  fighting 
around  it,  mainly  on  its  west  side ; 
but  the  day  of  rushing  naked  infantry 
in  masses  on  formidable  earthworks 
covering  heavy  batteries  was  nearly 
over  with  either  side.  The  defenses 
were  engineered  by  Capt.  Poe,  and 
were  signally  effective.  Directly  on 
getting  into  position,  a  smart  assault 
was  delivered  on  our  right,  held  by 
the  112th  Illinois,  45th  Ohio,  3d 
Michigan,  and  12th  E!entucky,  and  a 
hill  carried ;  but  it  was  not  essential 
to  the  defenses.  Our  loss  this  day 
was  about  100;  among  them  was 
Gen.  W.  P.  Sanders,  of  Kentucky, 
killed.  Shelling  and  skirmishing 
barely  served  to  break  the  monotony 
for  ten  weary  days,  when — ^having 
been  reenforced  by  Sam  Jones,  and 
one  or  two  other  small  commands 
from  Virginia — Longstreet  delivered 
an  assault,"  by  a  picked  storming 
party  of  three  brigades,  on  an  un- 
finished but  important  work  known 
as  Fort  Sanders,  on  our  left,  but  was 
bloodily  repelled  by  Gten.  Ferrero, 
who  held  it — the  loss  of  the  assailants 
being  some  800,  including  Col.  Mc- 
Elroy,  13th  Mississippi,  and  Col. 
Thomas,  16th  Georgia,  killed;  while 
on  our  side  the  entire  loss  that  night 
was  about  100 ;  only  15  of  these  in 
the  fort. 


And  now — ^Bragg  having  been  de- 
feated by  Grant  before  Chatt^inooga, 
and  a  relieving  force  under  Sherman 
being  close  at  hand — ^Longstreet  ne- 
cessarily abandoned  the  siege,  and 
moved  rapidly  eastward  unassailed 
to  Eussellville,  Virginia :  our  entire 
loss  in  the  defense  having  been  less 
than  1,000 ;  while  his  must  have  been 
twice  or  thrice  that  number.  Sher- 
man's advance  reached  the  city,  and 
Bumside  officially  announced  the 
raising  of  the  siege,  Dec.  5th. 


Qen.  Halleck  had  been  thoroughly 
aroused  to  the  peril  of  Bosecrans  at 
Chattanooga  just  too  late  to  do  any 
good.  On  his  first  advice  that  Long- 
street  had  been  dispatched  south; 
ward  from  Virginia — ^it  was  said,  to 
Charleston — ^he  had  telegraphed  "  to 
Bumside  at  Knoxville,  to  Hurlbut  at 
Memphis,  and  to  Grant  at  Vicksburg, 
to  move  troops  to  the  support  of 
Rosecrans ;  and  the  orders  to  Bumside 
and  Hurlbut  were  rditerated  next 
day.  Schofield  at  St.  Louis  and  Pope 
in  the  north-west  were  likewise  in- 
structed respectively  to  forward  to 
Tennessee  every  man  they  could 
spare.  And  it  now  occurred  to  Hal- 
leck—or  did  the  day  after  Chicka- 
mauga — that  two  independent  com- 
mands on  the  Tennessee  would  not 
be  so  likely  to  insure  effective  coope- 
ration as  if  one  mind  directed  the 
movements  of  both  armies ;  so — Rose- 
crans being  made  the  necessary  scape- 
goat of  others'  mistakes  as  well  as 
his  own — Gen.  Grant  was  selected 
for  chief  command ;  Rosecrans  being 
relieved,  and  instructed  to  turn  over 
his  army  to  Gen.  Thomas.  But 
Grant  was  now  sick  in  New  Orleanfl, 
out  of  reach  by  telegraph ;  and  She^ 
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man,  who  represeiited  him  at  Yicks- 
burg,  did  not  receive  the  dispatch  till 
it  was  several  days  old.  Hurlbut 
promptly  put  his  "West  Tennessee 
corps  in  motion  eastward ;  but  this 
was  not  enough;  and  Halleck,  on 
learning  of  the  reverse  on  the  Ohick- 
amauga — hearing  nothing  from  Grant 
or  Sherman — detached"  the  11th 
and  12th  corps  from  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  ordered  them,  un- 
der Gen.  Hooker,  to  Middle  Tennes- 
see, to  hold,  till  further  orders,  Rose- 
crans's  line  of  communications  from 
Nashville  to  Bridgeport.  This  trans- 
fer of  20,000  men,  with  all  their  ar- 
tillery, munitions,  and  baggage,  was 
made  with  remarkable  celerity, 
through  the. extraordinary  exertions 
of  Gen.  D.  0.  McCallxmi,  govern- 
ment superintendent  of  railroads,  M. 
C.  Meigs,  Quartermaster  General,  and 
W.  Prescott  Smith,  master  of  trans- 
portation on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
road :  the  two  corps  marching  from 
,  the  Bapidan  to  Washington,  taking 
cars,  and  being  transported  by  Cum- 
berland, Wheeling,  Cincinnati,  Lou- 
isville, and  Nash^le,  to  the  Tennes- 
see, and  there  debarked  in  fighting 
array,  within  eight  days. 

Meantime,  Bragg  had  sent  a  large 
portion  of  his  cavalry,  under  Wheel- 
er and  Wharton,  across  ^'  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Pottonport,  between  Chat- 
tano<^  and  Bridgeport,  instructed  to 
cut  our  communications  and  destroy 
our  supplies  so  floras  possible.  Wheel- 
er, doubtless  thoroughly  informed, 
made  directly  for  a  large  portion  of 
Gen.  Thomas's  train  of  700  to  1,000 
wagons,  laden  with  supplies,  then  in 
Sequatchie  valley,  near  Anderson's 
Cross-roads,  which  he  captured"  and 
burned ;  being  attacked,  directly  af- 


terward, by  Col.  E.  M.  McCook,  who, 
with  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  had 
been  ordered  from  Bridgeport  to  pur- 
sue him.  McCook  had  the  better  of 
the  fight ;  but  darkness  closed  it ;  and 
the  enemy  moved  off  during  the  night, 
while  McCook  had  no  orders  to  pur- 
sue him. 

Wheeler  next  struck  McMinnville, 
in  the  heart  of  Tennessee,  which,  with 
600  men,  a  train  of  wagons,  and  one 
of  cars,  was  surrendered  to  him  with- 
out a  struggle,  and  where  he  burned 
a  large  quantity  of  supplies.  But 
here  he  was  overhauled  by  Gen.  G^o. 
Crook,  who,  with  another  cavalry 
division,  2,000  strong,  had  started 
from  Washington,  Tenn.,  and  had  for 
some  hours  been  pursuing  and  fight- 
ing Wharton,  and  by  whose  order 
Col.  Long,  with  the  2d  Kentucky, 
charged  lie  rear  of  the  now  flying  foe 
with  spirit  and  effect.  Wheeler's 
force  being  superior,  he  halted  and 
fought  dismounted  till  dark,  and  then 
struck  out  for  Murfreesboro' ;  but  that 
post  was  firmly  held,  and  he  could 
not  wait  to  carry  it;  so  he  swept 
doiwn  to  Warren  and  Shelbyville, 
burning  bridges,  breaking  the  rail- 
road, and  capturing  trains  and  stores^ 
taking  thence  a  south-west  course 
across  Duck  river  to  Farmington, 
where  another  fight'*  was  had,  and 
the  Bebels  worsted  by  the  fire  of 
Capt.  Stokes's  battery,  followed  by  a 
charge  of  infantry,  and  lost  4  guns, 
captured  by  Crook,  though  he  Wf^s 
in  inferior  force.  Wheeler  got  away 
during  the  night  to  Pulaski,  and 
thence  into  Korth  Alabama;  making 
his  escape  across  the  Tennessee  riv^, 
near  the  mouth  of  Elk ;  losing  2  moi^ 
guns  and  his  rear-guard  of  70  men 
in  getting  over.    Gens.  Thomas  and 
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Crook  estimate  his  loss  during  this 
raid  at  2,000  men,  mostly  prisoners 
or  deserters.  Ours,  mainly  in  pris- 
oners, must  have  exceeded  that  num- 
ber; while  the  Government  property 
destroyed  must  have  been  worth  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Eoddy,  who  crossed  ** 
the  Tennessee  at  Guntersville,  threat- 
ening Decherd,  retreated  on  learning 
that  Wheejer  had  done  so,  and  escaped 
without  loss. 


G^n.  Grant,  having  assumed''  at 
Louisville  command  of  his  new  de- 
partment, telegraphed,  next  day,  to 
Gen.  Thomas  at  Chattanooga  to  hold 
that  place  at  all  hazards,  and  was 
promptly  answered,  "  I  will  hold  on 
till  we  starve."  Famine,  not  fire,  was 
the  foe  most  dreaded  by  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  though  it  had 
a  pretty  rough  experience  of  both. 
Proceeding  forthwith  to  Chattanoo- 
ga, the  new  commander  found"  Gen. 
Hooker's  force  concentrated  at  Bridge- 
port, preparing  to  argue  with  Bragg 
our  claim  to  supply  our  forces  at 
Chattanooga  by  means  of  the  river 
and  the  highway  along  its  bank,  in- 
stead of  sending  every  thing  by  wag- 
ons across  the  mountains  on  either 
side  of  the  Sequatchie  valley — a 
most  laborious  and  difficult  under- 
taking, which  left  our  men  on  short 
rations  and  starved  many  of  our 
horses.  It  is  computed  that  no  less 
than  10,000  horses  were  used  up  in 
thife  service,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible,  by  reason  of  their 
exhaustion  and  the  increasing  bad- 
ness of  the  roads  caused  by  the  Au- 
tumn rains,  to  have  supplied  our  army 
a  week  longer. 

Grant  proceeded,  the  day  after  his 
arrival,  accompanied  by  Thomas  and 


Brig.-(Jen.  W.  F.  Smith,  chief  engi- 
neer, to  examine  the  river  below  Chat- 
tanooga with  reference  to  crossing.  It 
was  decided  that  Hooker  should  croes 
at  Bridgeport  with  all  the  force  he 
could  muster,  advancing  directly  to 
Wauhatchie  in  Lookout  vaUey,  mena- 
cing Bragg  with  a  flank  attack.  So 
much  was  to  be  observed  and  unde^ 
stood  by  the  enemy.  But,  while  his 
attention  waa  fixed  on  this  move- 
ment, and  on  the  march  of  a  divis- 
ion, under  G^n.  Palmer,  down  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  from  a  point 
opposite  Chattanooga  to  Whiteside, 
where  he  was  to  cross  and  support 
Hooker,  a  force  was  to  be  got  ready, 
under  die  direction  of  Smith,  and, 
at  the  right  moment,  thrown  across 
the  river  at  Brown's  ferry,  three  or 
four  miles  below  Chattanooga,  and 
pushed  forward  at  once  to  seize  the 
range  of  hills  skirting  the  river  at 
the  mouth  of  Lookout  valley,  cove^ 
ing  the  Brown's  ferry  road  and  a 
pontoon  bridge  to  be  qtdckly  thrown, 
across  the  ferry ;  thus  opening  a  line 
of  communication  between  our  forces 
in  Chattanooga  and  Hooker's  in  Wau- 
hatchie, shorter  and  better  than  that 
held  by  Bragg  around  the  foot  of 
Lookout  mountain. 

Hooker  crossed,  unimpeded,  on 
the  26th;  pushing  straight  on  to 
Wauhatchie,  which  he  reached  on 
the  28th.  Meantime,  4,000  men  had 
been  detailed  to  Smith;  of  whom 
1,800,  under  Brig.-Gen.  Hazen,  were 
embarked  on  60  pontoon-boats  at 
Chattanooga,  and,  at  the  word, 
floated  quietly  down  .the  river  during 
the  night  of  the  27th,  past  the  Eebd 
pickets  watching  along  the  left  bank, 
and,  landing  on  the  south  side,  at 
Brown's  ferry,  seized  the  hills  ove^ 
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looking  it,  without  further  loss  than 
4  or  5  wounded.  The  residue  of  Gen. 
Smith's  men,  with  further  materials 
for  the  bridges,  had  simultaneously 
moved  across  Moccasin  point  on 
our  side,  to  the  ferry,  unperceived  by 
the  enemy  j  and,  before  dawn,  they 
had  been  fenced  across,  and  the  diffi- 
cult heights  rising  sharply  from  the 
Tennessee  and  from  Lookout  valley 
on  the  south-west  were  firmly  se- 
cured. By  10  A.  M.,  a  capital  pon- 
toon-bridge had  been  completed  at 
the  ferry ;  and  now,  if  Bragg  chose 
to  concentrate  on  Hooker  or  on 
Chattanooga,  we  had  the  shorter  line 
of  concentration,  and  were  ready. 
Before  night.  Hooker's  lefk  rested  on 
Smith's  force  and  bridge;  while 
Palmer  had  pushed  across  to  White- 
side in  his  rear;  and  now  the  wagon 
route  of  supply  for  Chattanooga,  no 
longer  infested  by  Kebel  sharp- 
shooters, was  reduced  to  the  28  miles 
of  relatively  tolerable  road  from 
Bridgeport,  or,  by  using  the  river 
from  Bridgeport  to  Kelly's  ferry,  to 
barely  8  miles.  Grant's  fightiiig  had 
not  yet  begun ;  but  Chattanooga  was 
safe,  and  Bragg  virtually  beaten. 

Hooker  had  found  no  enemy  to  re- 
pel, save  pickets  and  perhaps  a  few 
sharp-shooters,  until — ^having  passed 
through  a  gorge  of  Raccoon  moun- 
tain into  Lookout  valley,  some  two 
miles  wide,  which  is  commanded  and 
observed  throughout  by  the  crests  of 
Kaccoon  mountain  on  the  one  hand 
and  of  Lookout  mountain  on  the 
other,  while  a  low  range  of  five  or 
six  hills,  200  to  300  feet  high,  divides 
it  nearly  in  the  center — ^he  reached 
TVauhatchie,  a  petty  station  on  the 
railroad,  some  12  or  15  miles  from 


Chattanooga,  directly  under  the 
guns  of  the  Rebel  batteries  on  Look- 
out moimtain.  Of  course,  every 
movement  on  our  side  was  watched 
by  the  enemy,  who  might  almost 
count  the  men  in  our  ranks  as  they 
marched.  Through  another  gorge 
on  Hooker's  left,  a  road  led  down 
to  Kelly's  ferry,  three  milep  distant. 
Howard's  (11th)  corps,  in  oar  ad- 
vance, had  passed  Wauhatchie,  and 
had  lost  a  few  men  by  shells  thrown 
from  Lookout  mountain,  and  as 
many  by  an  irregular  musketry  fire 
from  the  wooded  hills  in  its  front*, 
whence  the  enemy  was  speedily, 
dislodged  by  a  fianking  advance; 
burning  the  railroad,  bridge  over 
Lookout  creek  as  he  fied.  At  6 
p.  M.,"  our  column  was  halted  for  the 
night,  but  little  over  a  mile  from 
Brown's  ferry,  toward  which  three 
companies  were  thrown  out;  while 
Geary's  weak  division  of  the  12th 
corps  bivouacked  at  Wauhatchie, 
three  miles  back,  holding  the  road 
from  Kelly's  ferry  that  leads  up  Look- 
out valley. 

Law's  division  of  Longstreet's 
corps  held  Lookout  mountain,  and 
were  deeply  interested  but  quiet 
spectators  of  Hooker's  arrangements 
for  the  night.  They  were  not  strong 
enough  to  fight  his  entire  force  by 
daylight ;  but  it  was  calculated  that 
they  would  suffice "  to  strike  Geary 
by  surprise  in  that  strange,  woodfed 
region ;  routing  him  before  he  should 
be  fairly  awake,  stampeding  his  men, 
running  off  his  animals,  and  burning 
his  trains.  Accordingly,  about  1 
A.  M.,"  they  attacked  him  with  Rebel 
impetuosity  and  the  unearthly  yells 
wherein  they  stood  confessedly  xmri- 
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valed,  driviiig  in  his  pickets  on  a 
run,  and  following  tjiem  into  his 
lines;  but  they  found  him  wide 
awake,  and  no  wise  inclined  to  panic 
or  running.  Charged  at  once  on 
three  sides,  he  met  the  enemy  with 
a  fire  as  deadly  as  theirs,  and  with 
ranks  steadier  and  firmer  than  those 
of  a  charging  column  could  be,  and 
was  fully  holding  his  own  against 
them,  when  Carl  Schurz's  division  of 
Howard's  corps  came  rushing  from 
Hooker  to  his  aid;  Tyndale's  brig- 
ade assaulting  and  carrying  the  hill 
whence  they  were  enfiladed  on  their 
left,  while  a  thin  brigade  of  Stein- 
wehr's  division,  which  closely  fol- 
lowed, was  led  by  Col.  Orlan  Smith, 
73d  Ohio,  on  a  charge  up  a  very 
steep,  difficult  hill  farther  behind; 
carrying  it  without  a  shot,  and  tak- 
ing some  prisoners.  It  was  now 
time  for  the  Rebels  to  be  o%  and 
they  left — all  save  153  who  lay  dead 
in  Geary's  front,  and  over  100  pris^ 
oners.  Their  reports  admit  a  loss 
of  361.  Darkness  prevented  any  ef- 
fective pursuit.  Hooker's  total  loss 
here  was  41 6,'^  including  Gen.  Green 
severely,  and  Col.  Underwood,  33d 
Mass.,  desperately  wounded.  Capt. 
Geary,  son  of  the  General,  was 
killed. 

There  can  be  no  severer  test  of  the 
quality  of  soldiers  than  such  a  night 
attack,  in  a  country  whereof  they 
know  nothing  and  their  assailants 
know  every  thing ;  and  when  the  pre- 
sumption is  strong  that  the  latter 
must  have  careftilly  measured  their 
strength,  and  know  what  they  have 
to  do.  Geary's  men  were  inferior  in 
number  to  their  foes;  but  the  ordeal 
was   nobly   passed.     No   r^ment 


quailed ;  and,  though  the  73d  Ohio 
suffered  most,  losing  over  100,  the 
charge  of  the  33d  Massachusetts  and 
that  of  the  136th  New  York,  CoL 
James  Wood,  Jr.,  were  equally  in- 
trepid and  effective.  This  banning 
of  its  work  in  the  West  signally  in- 
spirited and  prepared  Hooker's  com- 
mand for  the  arduous  labors  before  it 

The  flight  of  the  Rebels  occurred 
at  4  A.  If.,  before  all  Howard's  corps 
had  arrived ;  those  in  the  rear  were 
now  halted  and  impelled  in  an  oppo- 
site direction  ;  soon  clearing  Raccoon 
mountain  of  the  enemy,  with  all 
west  of  Lookout  valley.  And  Bragg, 
who  had  weakened  himself  by  send- 
ing Longstreet  against  Bumside,  did 
not  feel  encouraged  to  make  any 
more  attacks,  but  remained  quiet 
and  watchM  in  his  intrenchments 
before  Chattanooga. 

His  position  was  one  of  remarka- 
ble strength,  along  the  western  and 
northern  declivities  of  the  difScnlt 
steeps  known  as  Lookout  mountain 
and  Mission  ridge,  and  across  the 
valley  at  the  mouth  of  Chattano<^ 
creek,  here  very  narrow,  and  so  enfi- 
laded by  heavy  batteries  along  its 
mountain  sides  as  to  be  impregnable 
to  direct  assault.  Grant  was  eager 
to  attack,  so  as  to  be  able  to  send  aid 
to  Bumside,  who  was  urgently  call- 
ing for  it ;  but  the  utterly  broken- 
down  condition  of  most  of  his  horses, 
rendering  them  unequal  to  the  task 
of  hauling  his  cannon,  much  less 
mounting  his  cavalry,  constrained 
him  to  await  the  arrival  of  Sherman, 
who,  with  the  16th  corps,  then  on 
the  Big  Black,  had  been  tel^raphed  • 
by  Grant,  on  his  assuming  command 
of  this  department,  to  embark  a  di- 
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vision  at  once  for'Memphis,  and  had 
started  it,  nnder  Osterhaus,  at  4  p.  m. 
of  that  day.  Repairing  next  day  by 
order  to  Vicksbnrg,  he  dispatched 
the  rest  of  his  corps  up  the  river ;  fol- 
lowing **  himself  to  Memphis,  whence 
he  marched  eastward,  repairing  and 
using  the  Charleston  railroad  for  his 
trains,  to  Corinth.  His  forces  having 
been  sent  forward  from  Memphis  in 
divisions,  he  took  the  cars,**  and 
reaching,  about  nodn,  Colliersville  sta- 
tion, found  there  the  66th  Indiana, 
CoL  p.  C.  Anthony,  just  imdergoing 
an  attack  by  Chalmers,  with  3,000 
Rebel  cavalry  and  8  gims.  Having 
as  escort  a  battalion  of  the  18th  regu- 
lars, he  helped  beat  off  the  assailants, 
and  moved  on ;  reaching  Corinth  that 
night. 

But  the  Rebels  did  not  seem  recon- 
ciled to  his  movements,  and  were  con- 
stantly infesting  Osterhaus's  division, 
who  held  the  advance,  supported  by 
Morgan  L.  Smith's,  both  under  the 
command  of  Frank  Blair,  as  well  as 
John  E.  Smith's,  which  covered  the 
working  parties  engaged  in  repairing 
the  railroad ;  so  that  the  movement 
had  to  be  made  circumspectly  and 
slowly.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  with  Rod- 
dy's and  Ferguson's  brigades,  made 
up  a  force  of  about  5,000  irr^ular 
cavalry,  who  were  constantly  watch- 
ing for  chances  to  do  mischief;  and, 
though  not  strong  enough  to  be  per- 
ilous, they  were  so  lively  as  to  be 
vexatious.  At  length,  they  got  di- 
rectly in  the  way  at  Cane  creek,** 
near  Tuscumbia,  compelling  Blair  to 
hurt  some  of  them  before  they  would 
move.  By  this  time — ^Hooker  having 
long  since  arrived  on  the  Tennessee 
— Grant  had  become  impatient  for 
more  decisive  operations,  and  a  mes- 


senger reached  Sherman  with  an 
order  to  drop  all  work  on  the  rail- 
road, and  push  on  rapidly  to  Bridge- 
port. Moving  energetically  to  East- 
port,  Sherman  found  there  two  gun- 
boats and  a  deqked  coal-barge,  which 
Admiral  Porter,  at  his  request,  had 
sent  up  the  Tennessee  from  Cairo,  to 
facilitate  his  crossing;  but  two  trans- 
ports and  a  ferry-boat  soon  arrived," 
by  whose  aid  Sherman  was  pushing 
on  next  day,  leaving  Blair  to  protect 
his  rear.  Arrived  at  Rogersville,  he 
found  the  Elk  unbridged  and  unford- 
able,  and  was  compelled  to  move  up 
its  right  bank  to  Fayetteville,  cross- 
ing there  on  a  stone  bridge,  and 
marching  by  Winchester  and  Decherd 
to  Bridgeport; "  whence  he  forthwith 
reported  in  person  to  Grant  at  Chat- 
tanooga,*^ being  at  once  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  plans  of  the  Gen- 
eral commanding,  and  accompanying 
him  to  a  survey  of  the  positions  of 
the  enemy;  returning  forthwith  to 
Bridgeport  to  expedite  the  movement 
of  his  troops. 

Grant  had  resolved  to  put  in  Sher- 
man's force  mainly  on  his  left — or 
up  tiie  Tennessee ;  so  his  first  point 
was  to  make  Bragg  believe  that  he 
should  use  it  on  his  extreme  right. 
To  this  end,  his  divisions  were  crossed 
as  they  arrived  at  Bridgeport;  the 
foremost  (E wing's)  moving  by  Shell  * 
Mound  to  Trenton,  threatening  to  as* 
sail  and  turn  Bragg's  extreme  right. 
But  the  residue  of  this  army,  as  it 
came  up,  moved  quietly  and  screened 
from  Rebel  observation  to  Kelly's 
ford,  recrossing  on  Smith's  pontoons, 
and  marching  around  Chattanooga 
to  its  assigned  position  on  the  left  of 
Thomas,  where  materials  had  already 
been  noiselessly  prepared  for  throw- 
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ing  a  bridge  across  the  river  above 
the  town.  At  the  proper  time,  Hugh 
S.  Ewing's  division  was  drawn  back 
from  Trenton  and  followed  the  oth- 
ers to  our  extreme  left;  bnt  the 
roads  were  so  bad,-  and  the  over- 
taxed bridges  broke  so  frequently — 
the  river  being  swelled  by  heavy  rains 
— ^that  imexpected  delays  occurred ; 
and  Osterhaus's  division  was  left  to 
aid  Hooker  on  the  right. 

Grant,  impatient  to  relieve  Bum- 
side,  had  fixed  the  21st  for  the  at- 
tack ;  but  it  was  found  impossible  for 
Sherman  to  get  ready  by  that  time ; 
in  fact,  Ewing  was  not  in  position 
till  the  23d,  when  the  movement  was 
begun. 

Grant's  eagerness  to  attack  was 
stimulated  by  the  misguiding  report 
of  a  deserter  that  Bragg  was  falling** 
back,  when  he  was  only  posting  his 
forces  to  strengthen  himsfelf  for  the 
coming  attack.    A  most  impertinent 
message  ••  from  the  Rebel  chief,  re- 
ceived two  days  before,  had  strength- 
ened Grant's  suspicion  that  Bragg  was 
mainly  intent  09  getting  safely  away 
from  that  dangerous  neighborhood. 
Hence,  before  Sherman  was  fairly  in 
position,  Thomas  was  ordered*^  to 
advance  our  center,  and  see  what  was 
r  behind  the  Eebel  picket-line  facing 
•  Chattanooga.   Hooker's  purposed  at- 
tack on  Lookout  mountain  was  sus- 
pended, and  Howard's  (11th)  corps 
pushed  over  to  Chattanooga  and  tem- 
porarily added  to  Thomas's  command. 
The  movement  was  initiated  by 
Granger's  (4th)  corps ;  Sheridan's  di- 
vision on  the  right.  Wood's  on  the 


left;,  reaching  nearly  to  Citico  creek; 
Palmer,  of  the  14:th  corps,  supporting 
Granger's  right  with  Baird's  division, 
refused;  Johnson's  division  under 
arms  in  our  intrenchments,  ready  to 
move  to  any  point  at  a  word.  How- 
ard's corps  was  likewise  held  in  read- 
iness to  act  whenever  required. 

It  was  2  p.  M.  when  Granger's 
men  moved  out;  advancing  stead- 
ily, squarely,  swiftly,  upon  the  Eebel 
intrenchments,  driving  before  them 
pickets,  reserves,  and  grand  guards, 
and  rushing  into  the  Rebel  rifle-pits, 
on  the  low  hill  known  as  Orchard 
ridge,  where  they  made  some  200 
prisoners.  This  was  done  so  quickly 
that  no  force  was,  and  probably  none 
could  have  been,  sent  from  Bragg's 
main  camp,  somewhat  farther  away 
from  us,  to  resist  it;  and  Granger, 
under  orders  to  secure  his  new  posi- 
tion at  once  by  temporary  breast- 
works, and  throw  out  strong  pickets, 
while  Howard  moved  up  on  his  left, 
Vas  soon  too  well  established  to  be 
expelled  during  the  remaining  day- 
light: so  he  held  on,  tmmolested, 
through  the  night. 

Hooker  was  now  to  take  the  labor- 
ing oar,  by  an  assault  on  the  north 
face  and  west  side  of  Lookout  moun- 
tain, attracting  the  enemy's  attention 
to  that  quarter  while  Sherman  should 
lay  his  pontoons  and  cross  the  Ten- 
nessee on  our  left,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Chickamauga.  Accordingly, 
Hooker,  at  4  a.  m.,  was  under  arms 
and  ready  to  advance ;  but  an  unexr 
pected  obstacle  confronted  him.  The 
heavy  rain  of  the  21st  and  32d  had 
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notify  you  that  pradence  would  dictate  their 
early  withdrawal 

"I  am,  Greneral,  very  reapectAiUy,  .vour  obe- 
dient servant,       Beatton  Bragg,  Gen.  Gom'g. 
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not  only  deranged  our  pontoon 
bridges ;  it  had  bo  swelled  Lookout 
creek  that  it  was  unfordable :  so  he 
dispatched  Geary,  supported  by 
Cruft,  up  the  creek  to  Wauhatchie, 
there  to  cross  and  hold  the  right 
bank,  while  the  residue  of  his  com- 
mand should  construct  temporary 
bridges  directly  in  their  front,  lower 
down. 

A  heavy  mist  favored  this  move- 
ment, which  would  otherwise  have 
been  perilous ;  as  it  was,  the  enemy 
were  so  intent  on  watching  Hooker's 
bridge-builders  that  they  did  not  ob- 
serve Geary,  who  crossed  the  creek 
at  8  A.  M.,"  capturing  a  picket  of  42 
men  posted  at  the  bridge,  resting 
here  his  left,  extending  his  right  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the 
enemy's  side  of  the  valley,  facing 
northward.  Gross's  brigade  now, 
by  Hooker's  order,  advanced  and 
seized  the  bridge  over  the  creek  just 
below  the  railroad  crossing,  an^ 
pushed  across  there.  Now  Oster- 
haus,  who  had  just  come  up  from 
Brown's  ferry,  pushed  forward 
Wood's  brigade  to  a  point  half  a  mile 
above  Gross,  laid  a  temporary  bridge, 
and  crossed  there.  Meanwhile,  our 
batteries,  established  on  the  most 
available  hills,  were  so  planted  as  to 
enfilade  the  Eebel  infantry,  as  they 
marched  down  from  their  camp  on 
the  mountain  to  man  their  breast- 
works and  rifle-pits.  Part  of  them 
had  taken  post  behind  a  railroad 
fembankment,  and  kept  up  a  deadly 
fire  with  little  exposure  or  loss  on 
their  part  Still,  Hooker's  men — 
they  were  9,681,  all  told,  and  no  two 
divisions  of  themhadhidierto  fought 
in  the  same  battle — ^acted  from  the  first 
as  though  they  were  bound  to  conquer. 


By  11  A.  M.,  Wood  had  his  bridge 
finidied;  Geary  was  close  at  hand, 
skirmishing  smartly;  and  now  all 
our  guns  opened  in  concert;  while 
Wood  and  Gross,  springing  across 
the  creek,  joined  Geary's  left,  and 
moved  down  the  valley,  sweeping  aU 
before  them ;  taking  many  prisoners 
in  their  rifle-pits,  and  allowing  few 
to  escape  up  the  mountain ;  our  men 
from  right  to  left  following  at  full 
speed,  right  imder  the  muzzles  of  the 
enemy's  guns ;  climbing  over  ledges 
and  bowlders,  crests  and  chasms,  and 
driving  the  Rebels  through  their 
camp  without  allowing  them  to  halt 
there;  hurling  them  back  with  lit- 
tle more  than  a  show  of  fighting; 
Geary's  advance  rounding  the  peak 
of  the  mountain  about  noon,  and  still 
pressing  on ;  though  Hooker,  who 
knew  that  Bragg  had  reenforced  this 
wing,  but  not  to  what  extent,  had 
given  orders  that  they  be  halted  and 
reformed  on  reaching  the  summit; 
but  the  men  would  not  be  halted,  but 
rushed  forward,  making  hundreds  of 
prisoners,  and  hurling  the  residue 
down  the  precipitous  eastern  declivity 
of  the  mountain. 

Darkness,  at  2  p.  m.,  arrested  our 
victorious  arms ;  the  mountain  being 
now  enveloped  in  a  cloud  so  thick 
and  black  as  to  render  farther  move- 
ment perilous,  if  not  impossible; 
when  Hooker's  line  was  established 
along  the  east  brink  of  the  precipice, 
its  left  near  the  mouth  of  Chatta- 
nooga creek ;  where,  by  4  p.  if,,  it 
was  so  fortified,  by  whatever  means 
were  at  hand,  that  he  sent  word  to 
Grant  that  his  position  was  impreg- 
nable. 

At  5J,Brig.-Q^n.  Oarlin,  of  the 
14:th  corps,  reported  to  him,   and, 
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with  his  brigade,  was  asBigned  to 
duty  on  the  extreme  right,  where 
Geary's  men  were  nearly  exhansted 
with  hours  of  climbing  and  fighting. 
This  wing  was  assailed,  about  dark, 
but  to  no  purpose — Carlin  easily  re- 
pelling the  enemy;  who,  Ijefore 
morning,  abandoned  the  mountain 
altogether,  leaving  20,000  rations 
and  the  camp  equipage  of  three  hng- 
ades,  as  they  silently  dropped  into  the 
Chattanooga  valley. 

Sherman  had  begun  to  cross  the 
Tennessee  early  this  morning.**  His 
pontoons  had  been  prepared  in  the 
little  creek  on  the  north  side,  called 
the  North  Chickamauga;  whence 
they,  before  daylight,  were  pushed 
out  into  the  river,  bearing  80  men 
each,  and  floated  silently  past  the 
Rebel  pickets,  along  the  south  bank, 
to  the  destined  point  just  below  the 
mouth  of  the  South  or  real  Chicka- 
mauga, where  they  struck  the  hostile 
shore,  capturing  a  picket  of  20  before 
their  coming  was  suspected.  The 
steamboat  Dxmbar,  with  a  tow-barge, 
having  been  employed  during  the 
night  in  ferrying  across  horses  pro- 
cured from  Sherman,  wherewith  to 
move  Thomas's  artillery,  was  sent  up 
to  hasten  the  crossing  here ;  and,  by 
daylight,  8,000  of  Sherman's  men 
were  over  the  river  and  so  established 
in  rifle-trenches  as  to  be  prepared  for 
Hn  assault  by  twice  their  number. 
By  noon,  Sherman  had  bridges  across 
both  the  Tennessee  and  the  South 
Chickamauga,  and  was  pushing  over 
the  rest  of  his  command ;  and,  at  3^ 
p.  M.,  he  had,  by  sharp  fighting,  car- 
ried the  north  end  of  Mission  ridge 
nearly  to  the  railroad  tunnel;  and 
here  he  so  fortified  himself  during 
the  night  as  to  be    ready  for   any 


emergency.  Meantime,  CoL  Long, 
with  his  brigade  of  Thomas's  cavalry, 
had  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  the 
Chickamauga  on  our  left,  and  raided 
on  the  enemy's  lines  of  commanica- 
tion ;  burning  Tyner's  Station,  imd, 
pushing  out  to  Cleveland,  capturing 
200  prisoners,  with  100  wagons,  and 
destroying  considerable  Kebel  stores, 
with  small  loss  on  our  side. 

Thomas  this  day  improved  and 
strengthened  his  advanced  positions; 
pushing  Howard's  corps  up  the  Ten- 
nessee till  it  joined  hands  with  Sher- 
man, just  as  the  latter  had  bron^ 
his  rear  division  across  the  river. 

Thus,  by  continuous  though  mode* 
rate  advances,  our  army,  at  small 
cost,  had  wrested  from  the  enemy 
several  important  advantages  of  po- 
sition, and  was  now  stretched  in  un- 
broken line  from  the  north  end  of 
Lookout  mountain  to  the  north  end 
of  Mission  ridge,  with  the  enemy 
compressed  between  them. 

Next  morning,***  Hooker  moved 
down  from  Lookout  mountain,  and 
across  Chattanooga  valley,  which  his 
hold  of  Lookout  mountain  had  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  abandon,  burn- 
ing the  bridge  over  the  creek ;  which 
arrested  our  advance  here  for  three 
hours.  So  soon  as  our  new  bridge 
could  be  crossed,  Osterhaus  pushed 
on  to  Rossville ;  driving  the  enemy 
out  of  the  gap  in  Mission  ridge  by 
fiankiug  them,  and  capturing  gnns, 
munitions,  wagons,  &c.  By  this 
time,  the  bridge  was  finished,  and 
Hooker's  force  all  over :  so  Hooker 
undertook,  as  ordered,  to  dear  Mis- 
sion ridge,  on  liis  left,  of  the  enemy: 
Osterhaus  moving  eastward  of  the 
ridge,  Geary  on  the  west  of  it,  and 
Cruft  directly  upon  it,  the  batteriefl 
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with  Geary,  and  all  moving  together 
toward  Bragg  and  Chattanooga.  In 
the  progress  of  the  movement,  the 
narrowness  of  the  crest  compelled  a 
division  of  Craft's  command  into 
two  lines. 

The  enemy's  front  was  protected 
by  breastworks,  thrown  up  by  om* 
men  while  holding  here  in  front  of 
Bragg's  triumphant  army  during  the 
night  and  day  following  the  fight  of 
Ohickamauga,  and  they  seemed  dis- 
posed to  hold  on  ;  but  tiiat  was  not  to 
be.  As  their  skirmishers  advanced  to 
check  oar  movement,  the  9th  and  the 
36th  Indiana  sprang  forward,  form- 
ing line  under  their  fire,  and,  in- 
stantly charging,  drove  them  back ; 
while  the  residue  of  our  column 
formed  line :  Gross's  brigade,  with 
the  Slst  Ohio  and  35th  Indiana,  in 
advance ;  the  residue  of  Whitaker's 
brigade,  closely  -supporting ;  Geary 
and  Osterhaus  advancing  abreast  of 
them ;  and  all,  at  a  charging  pace, 
swept  on,  pushing  back  all  opposi- 
tion ;  every  attempt  of  the  enemy  to 
make  a  stand  being  defeated  by  a 
withering  flank-fire  from  Geary  and 
Osterhaus,  who  gathered  up  as  pris- 
oners all  who  sought  escape  by  flight 
down  the  ridge.  Osterhaus  alone 
took  2,000  of  them.  Those  who  fled 
along  the  ridge  were  intercepted  by 
Johnson's  division  of  Thomas's  corps, 
who  were  now  advancing  from  the 
direction  of  Chattanooga.  At  sun- 
set, Hooker  halted  for  the  night,  there 
being  no  more  enemies  in  his  front ; 
his  troops  going  into  bivouac  on  the 
rocky  steeps  they  had  so  nobly  won. 

Gen.  Sherman,  who  had  been  for- 
tifying his  position  daring  the  night, 
received  orders  to  attack  at  daylight 
this  morning,  and  did  so;  fiinding 
the  ground  ftr  more  difficult  than  he 


had  anticipated.  The  ridge  was  not 
continuous,  but  a  succession  of  emi- 
nences: that  which  he  had  carried 
being  commanded  by  that  in  his 
fit)nt,  across  quite  a  valley ;  its  crest 
covered  with  forest,  and  bristling 
with  breastworks  and  abatis.  But, 
difficult  as  was  the  task,  these  works 
must  be  carried;  and  by  sunrise 
Sherman  had  completed  his  disposi- 
tions and  given  the  order  to  ad- 
vance. 

Gen.  Corse,  with  a  regiment  from 
Lightbum's  brigade,  was  directed 
to  advance  along  the  ridge;  Gen. 
Morgan  L.  Smith  to  move  along  its 
east  base,  connecting  with  Corse; 
Col.  Loonus,  in  like  manner,  was  to 
advance  along  its  west  base,  support- 
ed by  two  reserve  brigades  under 
Gen.  John  E.  Smith.  And  thus  our 
line  moved  on:  the  40th  Illinois, 
supported  by  the  20th  and  46th  Ohio, 
pushing  directly  down  the  face  of  the 
hill  held  by  Sherman  and  up  that 
held  by  the  enemy,  to  within  eighty 
yards  of  the  Bebel  intrenchments, 
where  Gen.  Corse  found  a  secondary 
crest,  which  he  gained  and  held; 
calling  up  his  reserves,  and  preparing 
to  assault,  when  a  hand-to-hand  con- 
test was  maintained  for  an  hour  with 
varying  success  and  heavy  loss  on 
our  part ;  biit  Corse  was  unable  to 
carry  the  enemy's  works,  as  were 
they  to  drive  him  from  his  sheltering 
hill.  But  Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith  on 
one  side,  and  Col.  Loomis  on  the 
other,  gained  ground  on  the  flanks, 
though  John  E.  Smith's  supporting 
brigades  recoiled  before  a  sudden  and 
heavy  artillery  fire,  giving  the  im* 
pression  in  Chattanooga  that  Sher- 
man was  losing  ground.  Yet  no 
ground  was  really  lost  by  our  ad- 
vance ;    and  an  attempt  to  pursue 
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the  recoiling  brigades  was  promptly 
checked  by  a  flankdng  fire  from  the 
crest ;  the  enemy  taking  to  the  shel- 
ter of  his  crest  and  his  woods.  Still, 
no  decided  success  had  been  won  by 
Sherman's  column  up  to  3  p.  m. 
Meantime,  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith  had 
been  disabled  at  4  p.  m.  of  the  day 
before ;  and  Gen.  Corse  had  been  se- 
verely wounded  at  10  a.  m.  of  this  day. 

Gen.  Grant  had  been  awaiting  ad- 
vices of  Hooker's  successful  advance 
on  the  right,  before  giving  Thomas 
the  signal  to  advance.  Unaware  of 
the  long  detention  of  Hooker  in  bridg- 
ing Lookout  creek,  he  had  expected 
such  advices  before  noon;  and  was 
still  impatiently  awaiting  them,  when, 
seeing  that  Bragg  was  weakening  his 
center  to  support  his  right,  and  judg- 
ing that  Hooker  must  by  this  time 
be  at  or  near  Rossville,  he  gave 
Thomas,  at  2  p.  m.,  the  order  to  ad- 
vance and  attack. 

At  once,  Baird's,  Wood's,  Sheri- 
dan's, and  Johnson's  divisions  went 
forward,with  double  lines  of  skirmish- 
ers in  front,  followed,  at  easy  support- 
ing distance,  by  the  entire  force,  right 
into  the  enemy's  rifle-pits  at  the  base 
of  the  ridge ;  driving  out  the  occu- 
pants, and  hardly  stopping  to  reform 
their  lines  before  they  charged  right 
up  the  steep  and  diflScult  ascent — 
slowly,  of  course,  but  steadily  and  in 
order;  following  so  close  to  the  re- 
treating foe  as  to  embarrass,  doubt- 
less, his  gunners  fiiring  from  the  crest 
of  the  ridge.  Says  Gen.  Grant,  in 
his  official  report : 

"  These  troops  moved  forward,  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  rifle-pits  at  the  base  of  the 
ridge  like  bees  from  a  hive,  stopped  bnt  a 
moment  until  the  whole  were  in  line,  and 
commenced  the  ascent  of  the  mountain  from 
right  to  left  almost  simultaneously,  follow- 
ing closely  the  retreading  enemy  without 
further  orders.    They  encountered  a  fearful 


volley  of  grape  and  canister  from  near  80 
pieces  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  still 
well-filled  rifle-pits  on  the  summit  of  the 
ridge.  Not  a  waver,  however,  was  seen  in 
dl  that  long  line  of  brave  men.  Their  prog- 
ress was  steadily  onward  until  the  summit 
was  in  their  possession.  In  this  charge,  the 
casudties  were  remarkably  few  for  the  fire 
encountered.  I  can  account  for  this  only 
on  the  theory  that  the  enemy  *s  surprise  at  the 
audacity  of  such  a  charge  caused  confusion 
and  purposeless  aiming  of  their  pieces. 

"  The  nearness  of  night,  and  the  enemy 
still  resisting  the  advance  of  Thomases  left^ 
prevented  a  general  pursuit  that  night ;  but 
Sheridan  pushed  forward  to  Mission  mills. 

^^The  resistance  on  Thomases  left  being 
overcome,  the  enemy  abandoned  his  posi- 
tion near  the  railroad  tunnel  in  front  of 
Sherman,  and  by  midnight  was  in  full  re- 
treat ;  and  the  whole  of  his  strong  posidon 
on  Lookout  mountain,  Chattanooga  valley, 
and  Mission  ridge,  was  in  our  possession,  to- 
gether with  a  large  number  of  prisonerSi 
artillery,  and  small  arms." 

Says  Gen.  Thomas,  in  his  report: 

"  Our  troops  advancing  steadily  in  a  con- 
tinuous line,  the  enemy,  seized  with  panic, 
abandoned  the  works  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
and  retreated  precipitately  to  the  crest; 
whither  they  were  closely  followed  by  our 
troops,  who,  apparently  inspired  by  the  im- 
pulse of  victory,  carried  the  hill  simultane- 
ously at  six  different  points,  and  so  closely 
upon  the  heels  of  the  enemy,  that  many  of 
them  were  taken  prisoners  in  the  trenches. 
We  captured  all  their  cannon  and  ammuni- 
tion, before  they  could  be  removed  or  de- 
stroyed. After  halting  a  few  moments  to 
reorganize  the  troops,  who  had  become 
somewhat  scattered  in  the  assault  of  the  hill, 
Gen.  Sherman  pushed  forward  in  pursuit, 
and  drove  those  in  his  front,  who  escaped 
capture,  across  Ohickamauga  creek.  Gens. 
Wood  and  Baird,  being  obstinately  resisted 
by  rCenforcements  from  the  enemy's  ex- 
treme right,  continued  fighting  until  dark- 
ness set  in ;  slowly  but  steadily  driving  the 
enemy  before  them.  In  moving  upon  Ross- 
ville, Gen.  Hooker  encountered  Stewart's 
division  and  other  troops ;  finding  his  left 
flank  threatened,  Stewart  attempt^  to  es- 
cape by  retreating  toward  Greysville ;  but 
some  of  his  force,  finding  their  retreat  threat- 
ened in  that  quarter,  retired  in  disorder  to- 
ward their  right  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge; 
where  they  were  met  by  another  portion  of 
Gen.  Hooker's  command,  and  were  driven 
by  these  troops  in  the  face  of  Johnson's 
division  of  Palmer's  corps,  by  whom  they 
were  nearly  all  made  prisoners." 

As  yet,  we  have  looked  at  this  re- 
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markable  action  from  our  own  side 
exclusively.  Let  us  now  see  it  as  it 
appeared  to  Gten.  Bragg,  posted  on 
the  crest  of  Mission  ridge  (until  driv- 
en off),  and  enjoying  by  far  the  wider 
and  clearer  view  of  it  His  report, 
being  brief  and  pungent,  is  here  given 
almost  entire : 

"  Ueadquartbbs  Abmt  op  Tennkssee,  ) 
"  Dalton,  Ga.,  80th  Nov.,  1868.      J 
**  (Jen.  S.  CooPEB,  Adjutant,  and  In8i)eotor 
General,  Richmond: 

"  Sir — On  Monday,  the  28d,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  heavy  force,  and  drove  in  our 
picket  line  in  front  of  Missionary  ridge,  but 
made  no  further  effort. 

"  On  Tuesday  morning  early,  they  threw 
over  the  river  a  heavy  force,  opposite  the 
north  end  of  the  ridge,  and  just  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Chickamauga;  at  the  same 
time  displaying  a  heavy  force  in  our  imme- 
diate front.  After  visiting  the  right,  and 
making  dispositions  there  for  the  new  de- 
velopment in  that .  direction,  I  returned 
toward  the  left,  to  find  a  heavy  cannonad- 
ing going  on  from  the  enemy's  batteries  on 
our  forces  occupying  the  slope  of  Lookout 
mountain,  between  the  crest  and  the  river. 
A  very  heavy  force  soon  advanced  to  the 
assault,  and  was  met  by  one  brigade  only, 
Walthall's,  which  made  a  desperate  resist- 
ance, but  was  finally  compelled  to  yield 
ground.  Why  this  command  was  not  sus- 
tained is  yet  unexplained.  The  commander 
on  that  part  of  the  field,  M^.-Gen.  Steven- 
son, had  six  brigades  at  his  disposal.  Upon 
bis  urgent  appeal,  another  brigade  was  dis- 
patched in  the  afternoon  to  his  support — 
though  it  appeared  his  own  forces  had  not 
been  brought  into  action — and  I  proceeded 
to  the  scene. 

"  Arriving  just  before  sunset,  I  found 
that  we  had  lost  all  the  advantages  of  the 
position.  Orders  were  immediately  given 
for  the  ground  to  be  disputed  until  we 
could  withdraw  our  forces  across  Chatta- 
nooga creek,  and  the  movement  was  com- 
menced. This  having  been  successfully 
accomplished,  our  whole  forces  were  con- 
centrated on  the  ndge,  and  extended  to  the 
right  to  meet  the  movement  in  that  direc- 
tion. 

"  On  Wednesday,  the  26th,  I  again 
visited  the  extreme  right,  now  under  Lt.- 
Gen.  Hardee,  and  threatened  by  a  heavy 
force,  whilst  strong  columns  could  be  seen 
marching  in  that  direction.  A  very  heavy 
force  in  line  of  battle  confronted  our  left 
and  center. 

»*  On  my  return  to  this  point,  about  11 
A.  M.,  the  euemy's  forces  were  being  moved 


in  heavy  masses  from  Lookout,  and  beyond, 
to  our  front,  whilst  those  in  front  extended 
to  our  right.  They  formed  their  lines  with 
great  deliberation,  just  beyond  the  range  of 
our  guns,  and  in  plain  view  of  our  position, 

"  Though  greatly  outnumbered,  such  was 
the  strength  of  our  position  that  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  our  ability  to  hold  it, 
and  every  disposition  was  made  for  that 
purpose.  During  this  time,  they  had  made 
several  attempts  on  our  extreme  right,  and 
had  been  handsomely  repulsed,  with,  very 
heavy  loss,  by  Mi^.-Gen.  Cleburne's  com- 
mand, under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Lt.-Gen.  Hardee.  By  the  road  across  the 
ridge  at  Rossville,  far  to  our  left,  a  route 
was  open  to  our  rear.  Mig.-Gen.  Breckin- 
ridge, commanding  on  the  left,  had  occupied 
this  with  two  regiments  and  a  battery.  It 
being  reported  to  me  that  a  force  of  the 
enemy  had  moved  in  that  direction,  the 
General  was  ordered  to  have  it  reconnoi- 
tered,  and  to  make  every  disposition  neces- 
sary to  secure  his  flank ;  which  he  proceeded 
to  do. 

"  About  half-past  3  p.  m.,  the  immense 
force  in  the  front  of  our  left  and  center  ad- 
vanced in  three  lines,  preceded  by  heavv 
skirmishers.  Our  batteries  opened  with 
fine  effect,  and  much  confusion  was  pro- 
duced, before  they  reached  musket  range. 
In  a  short  time,  the  roar  of  musketry  be- 
came very  heavy,  and  it  was  soon  appajent 
that  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  in  my 
immediate  front. 

"  Whilst  riding  along  the  crest,  congratu- 
lating the  troops,  intelligence  reached  me 
that  our  line  was  broken  on  my  right,  and 
the  enemy  had  crowned  the  ridge.  Assist- 
ance was  promptly  dispatched  to  that  point 
under  Brig.-Gen.  Bate,  who  had  so  success- 
fully maintained  the  ground  in  my  front ; 
and  I  proceeded  to  the  rear  of  the  broken 
line  to  rally  our  retiring  troops,  and  return 
them  to  the  crest  to  drive  the  enemy  back. 
Gen.  Bate  found  the  disaster  so  great  that 
his  small  force  could  not  repair  it.  About 
this  time,  I  learned  that  our  extreme  left 
had  also  given  way,  and  that  my  position 
was  almost  surrounded.  Bate  was  imme- 
diately directed  to  form  a  second  line  in  the 
real',  where,  by  the  efforts  of  my  staff,  a 
nucleus  of  stragglers  had  been  formed,  upon 
which  to  rally. 

"Lt.-Gen.  Hardee,  leaving  Mcg.-Gen. 
Cleburne  in  command  on  tlie  extreme  right, 
moved  toward  the  left,  when  he  heard  the 
heavy  firing  in  that  direction.  He  reached 
the  right  of  Anderson's  division  just  in  time 
to  find  it  had  nearly  all  fallen  back,  com- 
mencing on  its  left,  where  the  enemy  had 
first  crowned  the  ridge.  By  a  prompt  and 
judicious  movement,  he  threw  a  portion  of 
Cheatham's  division   directly    across  the 
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ridge,  facing  the  enemy,  who  wm  dov 
moving  a  strong  force  immediately  on  his 
left  flank.  By  a  decided  stand  here,  the 
enemy  was  entirely  checked,  and  that  por- 
tion of  our  force  to  the  right  remained 
intact.  All  to  the  left,  however,  except  a 
portion  of  Bate^s  division,  was  entirely 
routed,  and  in  rapid  flight ;  nearly  all  the 
artillery  having  heen  shamefully  abandoned 
by  its  infantry  support  Every  effort  which 
could  be  made  by  myself  and  stafi^  and  by 
many  other  mounted  oflScers,  availed  but 
little.  A  panic,  which  I  had  never  before 
witnessed,  seemed  to  have  seized  upon  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  eadi  seemed  to  be  strug- 
gling for  his  personal  safety,  regardless  of 
his  duty  or  his  character.  In  this  distress- 
ing and  alarming  state  of  affairs,  Geo.  Bate 
was  ordered  to  hold  his  position,  covering 
the  road  for  the  retreat  of  Breckinridge^s 
command;  and  orders  were  immediately 
sent  to  Gens.  Hardee  and  Breckinridge  to 
retire  their  forces  upon  the  d4p6l  at  Chicka- 
mauga.  Fortunately,  it  was  now  near 
nightfall,  and  the  country  and  roads  in  our 
rear  were  fully  known  to  us,  but  equidly 
unknown  to  the  enemy.  The  routed  left 
made  its  way  back  in  great  disorder,  effec- 
tually covered,  however,  by  Bate's  small 
command,  which  had  a  sharp  conflict  with 
the  enemy's  advance,  driving  it  back. 
After  night,  all  being  quiet,  Bate  retired  in 
good  order,  the  enemy  attempting  no  pur- 
suit. Lt.-Gen.  Hardee's  command,  under 
his  judicious  management,  retired  in  good 
order  and  unmolested. 

*^  As  soon  as  all  the  troops  had  crossed, 
the  bridges  over  the  Chickamauga  were 
destroyed  to  impede  the  enemy,  though  the 
stream  was  fordable  in  several  places. 

**  No  satisfactory  excuse  can  posmbly  be 
given  for  the  shameful  conduct  of  our 
troops  on  the  left,  in  allowing  their  line  to 
be  penetrated.  The  position  was  one 
which  ought  to  have  been  held  by  a  line  of 
skirmishers  against  any  assaulting  column ; 
and,  wherever  resistance  was  made,  the 
enemy  fled  in  disorder,  after  suffering 
heavy  loss.  Those  who  reached  the  ridge, 
did  so  in  a  condition  of  exhaustion  from  the 
great  physical  exertion  in  climbing,  which 
rendered  them  powerless ;  and  the  slightest 
effort  would  have  destroyed  them. 

"  Having  secured  much  of  our  artillery, 
they  soon  availed  themselves  of  our  panic, 
and,  turning  our  guns  upon  us,  enfiladed 
our  lines,  both  right  and  left,  rendering 
them  entirely  untenable.  Had  all  parts  of 
the  line  been  miuntained  with  equal  gallan- 
try and  persistence,  no  enemy  could  ever 
have  dislodged  us;  and  but  one  possible 
reason  presents  itself  to  my  mind  in  ex- 
planation of  this  bad  conduct  in  veteran 
troops,  who  had  never  before  fkiled  in  any 


duty  assigned  them,  however  difficult  and 
hazardous.  They  had  for  two  days  con- 
fronted the  enemy,  marshaling  his  immense 
forces  in  plain  view,  and  exhibiting  to  their 
sight  such  a  superiority  in  numbers,  as  may 
have  intimidated  weak  minds  and  untried 
soldiers.  But  our  veterans  had  so  often  en- 
countered similar  hosts,  when  the  strength 
of  position  was  against  us,  and  with  perfect 
success,  that  not  a  doubt  crossed  my  mind. 
As  yet,  I  am  not  fully  informed  as  to  the 
commands  which  first  fled  and  brought  this 
great  disaster  and  disgrace  npon  our  arms. 
Investigation  will  bring  out  the  truth,  how- 
ever ;  and  full  justice  shall  be  done  to  the 
good  and  the  bad. 

**  After  arriving  at  Chickamanga,  and  in- 
forming myself  of  the  full  condition  of 
affairs,  it  was  decided  to  put  the  army  in 
motion  for  a  point  farther  removed  from  a 
powerful  an(f  victorious  army,  that  we 
might  have  some  little  time  to  replenish 
and  recuperate  for  another  struggle.  The 
enemy  made  pursuit  as  far  as  Ringgold ;  but 
was  so  l^andsomely  checked  byMig.-GeD. 
Cleburne  and  Brig.-Gren.  Gist  in  command 
of  their  respective  divisions,  that  he  gave  us 
but  little  annoyance. 

**  Our  losses  are  not  yet  ascertained ;  but 
in  killed  and  wounded  it  is  known  to  ha?e 
been  very  small.  In  prisoners  and  strag- 
glers, I  fear  it  is  much  larger. 

"  The  chief  of  artillery  reports  the  loss  of 
forty  (40)  pieces. 

"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  Braxton  Bbaoo, 
'*  General  Commanding." 

He  is  not  uBiiaUj  accoimted  agood 
workman  who  disparages  his  tools; 
and  the  soldiers  thus  discredited  by 
Bragg  were  mainly  those  who  fought 
so  bravely,  skillfiilly,  tenaciously,  suo- 
cessfiilly,  at  the  Chickamanga,  barely 
two  months  before.  They  were  prob- 
ably rednced  by  the  casualties  of  that 
bloody  contest,  by  Longstreet's  with- 
drawal, and  otherwise,  to  40,000; 
while  Orant  must  have  had  here  not 
less  than  70,000,  neatly  all  of  whom 
were  brought  into  action.  This  dis- 
parity of  numbers,  together  with  the 
fact  diat  the  movements  on  our  side 
appear  to  have  been  judiciously 
planned,  skillfully  combined,  and 
vigorously  ihade,  explain  the  result 
more  naturally  than  does  Bragg's  as- 
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eertion,  that  his  men  quite  generally 
and  shamefxilly  miBbehaved  and  were 
panic-strioken.  It  is  plain  that  they 
were  largely  outnumbered,  and  that 
they  saw  and  felt  it ;  yet,  with  such 
dispositions,  such  handling  on  both 
sides,  as  rendered  Fredericksburg  a 
black  disaster  to  us,  there  is  no  obvi- 
ous reason  for  believing  that  Bragg's 
eyrie,  so  difficult  of  approach,  might 
not  have  been  triumphantly  held. 

Thomas  returned  directly  from  the 
battle-field  to  Chattanooga  to  expe- 
dite the  movement  of  Granger's  corps 
thence  to  the  relief  of  Knoxville; 
while  Sherman  and  Hooker  pursued, 
at  daylight,*"  the  routed  columns  of 
Bragg :  the  former,  by  way  of  Chick- 
amauga  Station ;  the  latter  by  Greys- 
ville  and  Einggold ;  Palmer,  in  his  ad- 
vance, having  overtaken  and  charged 
by  the  way  the  Eebel  rear-guard  un- 
der Gist,  breaking  it  and  capturing 
3  guns  :  our  advance — ^badly  delayed 
by  the  non-arrival  of  pontoons  at  the 
CBiickamauga — ^bivouacking  on  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  east  of  that  stream, 
and  resuming  the  pursuit  at  dawn 
next  morning;"'  Osterhaus  leading, 
followed  by  Geary,  and  he  by  Cruft ; 
and  going  into  Ringgold,  5  miles  far- 
ther, close  on  the  heels  of  the  flying 
enemy. 

Cleburne  was  now  in  command 
here — a  man  always  hard  to  drive — 
and  the  gap  in  Taylor's  or  White 
Oak  ridge,  through  which  he  was  re- 
treating, was  one  easy  to  hold  and 
difficult  to  carry.  Having  guns  ad- 
vantageously posted,  he  refused  to  be 
hurried ;  while  our  men,  flushed  and 
exultant,  could  not  be  restrained 
from  attacking,  though  our  guns 
were  still  behind,  having  been  de- 
tained at  the  crossing  of  the  Chicka- 


mauga,  where  the  enemy  had  burned 
the  bridge  behind  him.  A  most  gat 
lant  but  rash  effort  was  made  to  drive 
him  out,  wherein  tlie  13th  Illinois 
was  honorably  conspicuous.  Two  or 
three  charges  on  our  part  were  re- 
pulsed with  loss ;  and  it  was  not  till 
afternoon,  when  some  of  our  guns 
had  come  up,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
gap  had  been  flanked  by  our  infantry 
crowning  the  ridge  on  either  hand, 
that  Cleburne  was  persuaded  to  con- 
tinue his  retreat ;  having  inflicted  on 
Hooker  a  loss  of  65  killed  and  367 
wounded.  The  enemy  left  180  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  field.  Hooker 
remained  at  Binggold  till  Dec.  1st ; 
but  was  not  allowed  to  adv.ance: 
Sherman,  with  a  large  portion  of 
our  army,  having  been  dispatched  to 
the  relief  of  Knoxville.  Meantime, 
Gross's  brigade  visited  the  battle- 
field of  Chickamauga  and  buried  the 
moldering  remains  of  many  of  our 
slain,  who  had  been  left  by  Bragg  to 
lie  as  they  fell.  Osterhaus  took  post 
in  the  valley  of  the  Chattanooga, 
while  Geary  and  Cruft  returned  to 
their  camps  in  Lookout  valley. 

Granger's  corps  turned  back  from 
the  battle-field  to  Chattanooga,  **'  and 
was  impelled  directly  thence  to  the 
relief  of  Elnoxville — Sherman's  corps 
likewise  turning  back***  from  Greys- 
ville,  he  assuming  command  also  over 
Granger,  and  moving  rapidly  by 
Charleston,  Athens,  and  Loudon,  to 
Knoxville;"*  making  the  last  84 
miles  over  East  Tennessee  roads  in 
three  December  days ;  thus  compel- 
ling Longstreet  to  raise  the  si^e  and 
decamp;  then  turning  at  once  and 
marching  back  to  Chattanooga. 


Grant  states  our  losses  in  this  se- 


»*Nov.26. 


'Nov.  27. 


•Nov.  25-6. 


•^  Nov.  29. 


•*Dec6. 
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ries  of  struggles  (not  including  Burn- 
side's  at  Knoxville)  at  757  killed, 
4,529  wounded,  and  330  missing: 
total,  5,616 ;  *-  and  adds : 

"  We  captured  6,142  prisoners,  of  whom 
239  were  commissioned  officers ;  40  pieces 
of  artillery,  69  artillery  carriages  and  cais- 
sons, and  7,000  stand  of  small  arms." 

Bragg's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  comparatively  light — ^his  men 
fighting  mainly  behind  breastworks, 
in  rifle-pits,  or  on  the  crests  of  high 
ridges,  where  they  suiFered  little,  and 
getting  rapidly  out  of  the  way  of 
danger  when  it  came  too  near  them. 
Probably  3,000"'  would  cover  his 
killed  and  wounded — at  least  1,000 


of  the  latter  being  included  in  our 
lists  of  prisoners.  These,  however, 
ultimately  exceeded  the  number  re- 
ported by  Grant ;  while  Bragg's  loss 
by  stragglers  must  have  been  very 
considerable.  On  the  whole,  his 
army  was  doubtless  weakened  by  this 
struggle  and  its  result  by  not  less 
than  10,000  men ;  while  its  losses  in 
guns,  munitions,  supplies,  and  camp 
equipage,  were  seldom  paralleled. 

No  ftirther  %hting  of  consequence 
took  place  in  this  vicinity  that  Win- 
ter, And  our  possession  of  Chatta- 
nooga was  not  thenceforth  seriously 
disputed. 


XIX. 

MISSOURI    AND    ARKANSAS    IN   1863. 


MiSBouBi,  save  when  fitfully  in- 
vaded or  disturbed  by  domestic  insur- 
rection, remained  under  the  Union 
fiag  from  and  after  the  expulsion  of 
Price's  army  by  Fremont  near  the 
close  of  1861.*  But  the  Rebel  ele- 
ment of  her  population,  though  over- 
powered, was  still  bitter,  an(J  was 
stirred  into  fitful  activity  by  firequent 
emissaries  fi-om  compatriots  serving 
with  Price,  Marmaduke,  and  other 
chiefs,  who,  with  their  Governor,, 
Claiborne  F.  Jackson,  who  died  in 
Arkansas,'  and  his  Lieutenant,  Tho- 
mas C.  Reynolds,  who    thenceforth 


assumed  the  role  of  Confederate 
Governor,  invincibly  hoped,  and  in- 
trigued, and  struggled,  for  a  restora- 
tion to  the  homes  they  had  deserted 
and  the  power  they  by  treason  had 
forfeited. 

Hardly  had  the  year  opened,  when 
a  Rebel  force,  led  by  Marmaduke, 
estimated  at  4,000  strong,  mostly 
moimted,  emerged  from  northern 
Arkansas,  and,  evading  our  main 
body,  under  Gen.  Blunt,  struck  at 
Springfield,  known  to  be  filled  with 
Federal  munitions  and  provisions, 
lightly  guarded.    But  that  important 


"•  The  returns  of  the  corps  commanders  add 
up  as  follows: 

Hooker's. 960  I  Thomas's 8.955 

Shennan's 1,989  |      Total «,804 

And  even  this  makes  the  loss  in  Granger's 
corps  (included  with  Thomas)  but  2,391 ;  where- 
as, Granger  makes  it  about  2, '700.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  our  entire  loss  here  was  at  least  7,000. 

Among  our  killed  were  Cols.  Putnam,  93d 
HL,  0'Mear%  90th  HL,  and  Torrence,  80th  Io- 


wa ;  among  our  wounded,  Cols.  Baum,  56th  HI, 
Wangeline,  12th  Mo.,  Wiley,  41st  Ohio,  and  Ber- 
ry, 5th  Ky. 

"^  TTie  Telegraph  (London)  had  a  Richmond 
correspondent's  description  of  these  battles, 
which  estimates  the  Confederate  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  at  2,500,  and  in  prisoners  at  5,000. 

'See  VoL  I,  pp.  692-3. 

'At  Little  Bock,  Dea  6, 1862. 
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post  had  by  this  time  been  rudely 
fortified  with  detached  earthworks, 
which  were  of  decided  service  against 
raw,  undisciplined  troops,  as  Marma- 
duke's  appear  to  have  been.  Spring- 
field was  held  by  Brig.-Gen.  E.  B. 
Brown,  Missouri  militia,  whose  en- 
tire strength  can  not  have  exceeded 
1,200  men,  mainly  State  militia,  with 
156  of  the  118th  Iowa,  Lt.-Col.  Thos. 
Clook,  reenforced,  on  the  instant,  by 
some  300  convalescents  from  the  hos- 
pitals, known  in  army  jargon  as  ^the 
Quinine  Brigade,'  Col.  B.  Crabb. 
With  this  motley  force.  Brown  fought 
the  Bebels  bravely  and  skillfully  from 
10  A.  M.'  till  dark ;  when  they  desist- 
ed and  drew  off,  having  taken  one 
gun  and  lost  some  200  men.  Our 
loss  was  14  killed,  145  wounded,  and 
5  missing ;  but  among  our  wounded 
was  Gen.  Brown,  whose  valor  had 
animated  his  men  to  fight  gallantly, 
and  whose  able  dispositions  had  {pro- 
bably saved  the  post. 

The  Eebels  moved  eastward ;  their 
advance  striking,*  at  daylight,  at 
Wood's  fork,  the  21st  Iowa,  Col. 
Merrill,  which,  after  some  fighting, 
they  flanked,  moving  by  a  more 
southerly  route,  on  Haetsvtlle  ; 
where  Col.  Merrill  was  joined  by  the 
99th  Illinois,  with  portions  of  the  3d 
Missouri  and  3d  Iowa  cavalry,  sup- 
porting Lt.  Waldschmidt's  battery, 
and  was  ready  to  dispute  their  prog- 
ress. A  spirited  fight  ensued,  where- 
in the  enemy  was  repulsed,  with  a 
loss  of  about  300,  including  Brig.- 
Gen.  Emmett  McDonald,  Cols.  Por- 
ter^  Thompson,  and  Hinkley,  killed ; 
having  1  gun  dismoimted  and  aban- 
doned. Our  loss  was  78,  including 
7  killed.  Merrill,  short  of  ammuni- 
tion,- fell  back,  after  the  fight,  on  Le- 


banon; while  Marmaduke,  moving 
13  miles  eastward  that  night,  turned 
abruptly  southward  and  escaped  into 
Arkansas  before  a  suflScient  force 
could  be  concentrated  to  intercept 
him. 

Repairing,  with  a  part  of  his  force, 
to  Batesville,  Marmaduke  was  here 
attacked  *  by  the  4th  Missouri  caval- 
ry, Col.  Geo.  E.  Waring,  who  drove 
him  over  the  river,  taking  Col.  Ad- 
ams prisoner,  vdth  others.  In  a  fight 
the  day  before,  a  Eebel  band  of  guer- 
rillas had  been  routed  in  Mingo 
swamp  by  Maj.  Reeder ;  their  lead- 
er, Dan.  McGee,  being  killed,  with 
7  others,  and  20  wounded.  Lt.-Col. 
Stewart,  with  130  of  the  10th  Illinoia 
and  1st  Arkansas  cavalry,  scouting 
from  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  surprised 
and  captured,'  at  Yan  Bnren,  the  Ar- 
kansas river  steamboat  Julia  Eoon ; 
making  300  prisoners. 

Gen.  Curtis  was  relieved  ^  as  com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Mis- 
souri ;  Gen.  Schofield  being  ultimate- 
ly appointed  •  to  succeed  him. 

The  Missouri  steamboat  Sam  Gaty, 
Capt.  McCloy,  was  stopped  *  at  Sib- 
ley's landing,  near  Independence, 
^7  *  gft^g  of  guerrillas,  headed  by 
George  Todd,  who  frightened  the 
pilot  into  running  her  ashore,  robbed 
boat  and  passengers  of  money  and 
valuables,  and  then  proceeded  to 
murder  a  number  of  unarmed  White 
passengers,  with  20  out  of  80  negroes 
who  were  known  to  be  on  board,  and 
who  were  the  ostensible  object  of  the 
raid.  The  other  60  made  their  es- 
cape ;  but  all  who  were  taken  were 
drawn  up  in  line  by  the  side  of  the 
boat  and  shot,  one  by  one,  through 
the  head.  Barely  one  of  them  stu> 
vived.    They  were  probably  escaping 


"Jan.  8,         Van.  10.       *Feb.  4.      'Feb.  28.        'March  9.         "May  13.        •March  28. 
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from  Blavery  to  Missoari  Bebels ;  and 
this  was  their  masters'  mode  of  pmi- 
Ishing  that  offense. 

Fayetteville  was  onr  chief  outpost 
on  the  Arkansas  frontier ;  and  here 
CoL  M.  L.  Harrison,  with  the  1st 
Arkansas  (Union)  infantry  and  Ist 
Arkansas  cavabry,  was  charged  "  by 
Gen.  W.  L.  Cabell,  who,  with  2,000 
mounted  men  and  2  guns,  had  rap- 
idly crossed  the  Boston  mountains 
from  Ozark,  intending  to  attack  at 
daylight,  but  not  arriving  till  after 
sunrise.  After  due  shelling,  a  spir- 
ited cavalry  charge  on  our  right  wing 
was  led  by  OoL  Munroe,  but  repulsed ; 
and  by  noon  the  enemy  were  on  their 
way  back  to  Ozark.  Harrison,  hav- 
ing very  few  horses,  was  unable  to 
pursue.  His  loss  was  but  4  killed, 
26  wounded,  16  prisoners,  and  35 
"  missing,"  whom  he  bluntly  reports 
as  ^^  mostly  stampeded  to  Cassville 
during  the  engagement."  He  took 
55  prisoners,  50  horses,  and  100  snot- 
guns.  He  says  all  of  his  force  who  did 
any  fighting  numbered  less  than  600. 

Marmaduke,  after  his  failure  in 
south-western  Missouri  and  his  mis- 
hap at  BatesviUe,  repaired  to  Lit- 
tle Eock;  where  a  new  campaign 
was  planned,  in  conjunction  with 
the  choice  spirits  there  assembled. 
South-western  Missouri  was  prepon- 
derantly Union ;  while  south-eastern, 
at  least  below  the  Iron  mountain, 
was  considered  otherwise.  It  is  an 
unprepossessing,  swampy,  thinly  peo- 
pled region,  and  had  been  scouted 
over  by  each  party  in  turn,  and 
not  firmly  held  by  either.  Leaving 
Little  Eock  about  the  middle  of 
April,  with  Price's  *  1st  corps  of  the 
trans-Mississippi  department,'  report- 
ed (doubtless,  with  exa^eration)  as 


10,000  strong,  he  moved  north-east- 
ward into  Missouri;"  marching  up 
the  St.  Francis  to  Frederickton,** 
thence  striking  south-eastward  at 
Cape  Girardeau,  a  large  depot  of 
Union  army  stores,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, whither  Gen.  John  McNeil  had 
repaired  from  Bloomfield,  with  1,200 
men  and  6  guns ;  reaching  it,  by  hard 
marching,  two  days  before  Marma- 
duke's  arrival.**  McNeil  found  here 
500  men,  mainly  of  the  1st  Nebraska, 
Lt.-Col.  Baumer,  with  4  more  guns, 
behind  four  very  rude  and  simple 
earthworks.  As  a  measure  of  pru- 
dence, he  sent  away  most  of  the 
stores  on  steamboats,  and  was  then 
ready  for  the  fight  with  which  Mar- 
maduke, with  four  brigades,  soon  ac- 
commodated him:  the  place  being 
first  formally  summoned  "by  order 
of  Maj.-Gen.  Sterling  Price"  (who 
was  not  within  100  miles) — 80  min- 
utAa  being  allowed  for  an  answer; 
but  only  one  was  taken.  The  enemy 
next  shelled  a  while ;  when  another 
summons  was  sent ;  but  McNeil  re- 
frised  to  stop  firing  or  to  make  any 
answer.  And  now  gunboats  were 
seen  coming  up  with  r^enforcements 
to  the  besieged,  and  Marmaduke 
drew  ofi*,"  having  lost  considerably, 
and  conmienced  his  retreat  toward 
Arkansas ;  which  he  was  enabled,  by 
burning  bridges,  to  prosecute  with 
little  loss — McNeil  having  been 
ranked  by  Gen.  Vandever,  who  ar- 
rived with  the  reenforcements,  and 
whose  ideas  of  pursuit  were  of  the 
slow-and-easy  pattern.  Two  or  three 
ineffJective  skirmishes  occurred  be- 
tween our  advance  and  the  Eebel 
rear :  McNeil,  in  the  last,  having  his 
horse  shot :  but  Marmaduke  got  over 
the  St.  Francis  unharmed,  and  was 
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ihencefbrth  Bafe ;  retreating  into  Ar- 
kansas with  as  many  prisoners  as  we 
had  taken  from  him ;  but  his  losses 
in  killed  and  womided  were  far  the 
heavier. 

The  nert  blow  in  this  department 
was  struck"  by  the  Eebels,  perhaps 
8,000  strong,  under  Col.  Coffey,  at 
Fort  Blunt,"  in  the  Cherokee  Na- 
tion, which  was  held  by  Col.  Wm. 
A.  Phillips,  with  some  800  mounted 
men  and  a  regiment  of  Creek  Indi^ 
ans.  Phillips's  Indian  scouts  proved 
untrustworthy,  letting  the  enemy  ap- 
proach him  unannounced;  still,  he 
had  works  which  they  did  not  care 
to  attack,  but,  crossing  the  Arkansas, 
pounced  upon  his  cattle,  that  were 
grazing  on  his  left,  and  took  the 
whole ;  only  a  part  being  recovered 
by  a  chai^  of  his  mounted  men. 
**The  Creek  regiment  refused  to 
charge,  or  they  would  all  have  been 
saved,''  the  Colonel  dolefully  reports. 

The  enemy  posted  themselves  in 
a  strong  position  five  miles  from 
his  fort ;  and  there  Col.  Phillips  at- 
tacked them  with  spirit — ^he  driving 
them  (or  they  escaping  with  their 
booty)  over  the  Arkansas,  with  a  loss 
of  60  or  60  on  each  side.  Phillips 
seems  to  have  conducted  his  part  of 
the  affair  with  judgment  and  energy. 

A  train  of  300  wagons,  conveying 
supplies  from  Kansas  to  Fort  Blunt, 
and  guarded  by  ten  companies  of 
Western  cavaliy,  with  the  1st  Kan- 
sas colored,  800  strong,  Ool.  J.  M. 
Williams,  and  500  Indians,  Maj. 
Forman,  had  a  fight "  at  the  crossing 
of  Cabin  creek,  Indian  Territory, 
with  a  force  of  Texans  and  Indians 
under  Standwatie,  the  Cherokee  Eebel 
chief.  The  Texans  fought  well ;  but 
they  were  only  700 ;  while  the  Bebel 


Indians  proved  of  no  account.  Stand- 
watie was  driven  off,  with  a  total 
loss  of  23  on  our  side,  including  Maj. 
Forman,  wounded.  The  Rebels  left 
40  dead  on  the  field  and  9  prisoners. 
Gen.  Blunt,  learning  that  Fort 
Blunt,  his  advanced  post,  was  in 
peril,  rode  thither  from  Fort  Scott — 
175  miles — in  five  days,  arriving  just 
in  time."  Learning  that  the  Eebel 
G^en•  Cooper  was  at  Honey  Springs, 
on  Elk  creek,  25  miles  south,  wait- 
ing, with  6,000  men,  for  a  reenforce- 
ment  of  three  regiments  from  Texas, 
which  he  expected  on  the  17th,  and 
purposed  then  to  advance  and  fight, 
Blunt  could  not  perceive  the  wisdom 
of  waiting,  but  resolved  to  bring  the 
matter  to  issue  forthwith*  So,  set- 
ting out  at  midnight,"  with  250 
cavalry  and  4  guns,  and,  moving  18 
miles  up  the  Arkansas,  he  crossed 
and  came  down  the  other  side,  driv- 
ing back  the  Bebet  outpost  and  be- 
ginning forthwith  to  cross  in  boats 
his  entire  force— 8,000  men,  with  19 
light  guns.  Advancing  five  mile^, 
he  came  upon  the  enemy,  posted 
behind  Elk  creek:  their  numben 
and  position  concealed  by  a  growth 
of  bushes.  At  10  a.  m.,**  Blunt 
advanced  in  two  columns,  under 
Cols.  Judson  and  Phillips ;  deploying 
rapidly  to  right  and  left  when  within 
400  yards  of  the  enemy's"  line,  with 
cavalry  dismounted  on  either  flank, 
armed  with  carbines  and  fighting  te 
infSuitry.  In  two  hours,  the  Bebels 
were  driven,  and,  in  two  or  three 
more,  hunted  through  two  or  three 
miles  of  timber  to  tiie  open  i»«irie, 
when  they  fied  in  disorder,  leaving 
behind  them  160  dead  and  77  pris- 
oners, with  one  dismounted  gun  and 
900  small  arms.     Blunt  estimates 
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their  wounded  at  400.    Our  loss  was 
17  kaied  and  90  wounded. 

HaSrdly  had  Cooper  fled,  when 
Cabell,  at«  4  p.  m.,  arrived  with  the 
expected  Texans,  estimated  bj  Blunt 
at  8,000 ;  but  they  did  not  see  fit  to 
attack;  while  our  men  were  ex- 
hausted with  marching  and  fighting, 
and  were  running  short  of  ammuni- 
tion. Bo  Blunt  halted  and  waited 
till  next  morning;  when  he  ascer- 
tained that  the  enemy  had  decamped 
during  the  night,  retreating  across 
the  Canadian. 

But,  though  beaten  at  the  fkmt, 
the  Bebels  soon  b^an  to  exhibit  a 
fi-esh  vitality  by  means  of  guerrilla 
raids  in  the  rear  of  our  forces.  The 
eth  Missouri  cavalry,  CoL  Caiher- 
wood,  holding  Pineville,  in  the 
south-west  comer  of  Missouri,  was 
next  attacked  "  by  Coflfey,  raiding  up 
from  Arkansas ;  who  was  beaten  off, 
with  the  loss  of  his  wagons,  muni- 
tions, and  cattle,  with  some  200 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

The  next  raid  was  more  savage  and 
more  successful.  It  was  made  by  a 
bandit  termed  Quantrell — though 
that  was  not  his  real  name — who, 
collecting  a  force  of  300  Rebel 
guerrillas  on  the  Blackwater,  in 
western  Missouri,  60  miles  from  the 
State  line,  far  within  the  Union 
lines,  and  while  no  Rebel  fiag  openly 
floated  within  100  miles,  rode  steal- 
thily across  the  border  and  at  early 
dawn  "  into  the  young  city  of  Law- 
rraice,  Kansas,  where  no  preparation 
for  defense  existed,  fbr  no  danger  of 
attadc  was  ever  dreamed  of.  The 
people  were  surprised  in  their  beds, 
the  roads  picketed,  and  every  one 
who  emerged  from  a  house  with  a 
weapon  was  Aot  down,  of  course. 


But  very  few  thought  of  resistanoei 
which  was  manifestly  idle.  The 
Eldridge  House,  the  chief  hotel,  con- 
tained no  arms  of  any  kind,  and 
was  formally  surrendered  by  Capl 
Banks,  who,  frankly  avowing  himself 
a  Union  ofBcer,  insisted  on  seeing 
Quantrell,  who  assured  him  that 
none  .who  surrendered  should  receive 
personal  harm.  The  banks,  stores, 
and  safes,  were  all  broken  open  and 
robbed,  as  were  the  private  dwell- 
ings. All  the  horses  were  taken,  of 
course;  otherwise  the  booty  could 
not  have  been  carried  off  Every 
n^ro  and  every  German  who  were 
caught  were  killed  at  once.  The 
Court-house  and  many  of  the  best 
dwellings  were  fired  and  burnt. 
Eighteen  unarmed  recruits  were 
found  at  the  rendezvous  near  the  city, 
and  killed ;  as  were  quite  a  number 
of  private  citi2sens ;  several  of  them 
after  they  had  surrendered  and 
given  up  theii;  money  under  a  pro- 
mise that  they  should  be  spared ; 
but  those  taken  in  the  Eldridge 
House  were  protected  by  Quantrell 
and  saved.  Few,  if  any,  who  were 
shot,  survived.  U.  S.  Senator  J.  H. 
Lane  escaped;  as  did  CoL  Deitzler 
and  some  others;  Gen.  Collamore, 
who  hid  in  a  well,  was  suffocated,  aa 
were  two  men  who  successively  went 
down  to  help  him  out.  At  10  a.  m^ 
the  work  of  devastation  and  murder 
was  complete— 140  men  having  been 
butchered  and  186  buildings  burned, 
including  most  of  the  stores  and 
one-fourth  of  the  dwellings — and  the 
bandits  left;  being  fired  at  by  some 
soldiers  across  the  Kansas,  as  they 
fled,  and  three  of  them  killed. 

A  series  of  fatalities  had  prevented 
the  receipt  of  any  warning  of  thiB 
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raid.  One  man  was  riding  in  ad- 
vance of  the  raiders,  to  warn  Law- 
rence, when  his  horse  fell  nnder  him 
and  was  killed ;  while  the  rider  was 
so  injured  that  he  died  next  da^. 
The  banditti  had  been  seen,  the 
night  before,  passing  five  miles  south 
of  Aubrey,  near  the  State  line, 
where  Capt.  Pike,  with  two  cavahy 
companies,  was  stationed ;  but  Pike, 
instead  of  pursidng  them,  sent  word 
to  Capt.  Coleman,  at  Little  Santa 
F6 ;  who,  with  IjOO  more  horsemen, 
marched  to  Aubrey,  and,  with  Pike, 
commenced  a  pursuit ;  but  the  trail 
was  now  cold;  and  the  pursuers 
were  six  miles  from  Lawrence,  on 
horses  thoroughly  blown,  when  the 
bandits,  with  fresh  (stolen)  horses, 
were  leaving  the  scene  of  their  mur- 
ders. They  were  overtaken  near 
Palmyra  by  Senator  Lane  and  a  weak 
party  from  Lawrence;  but  these 
could  not  attack,  and  were  tmable  to 
keep  them  in  sight;  and,  in  short, 
Quantrell,  dodging  many  times  his 
force,  who  were  after  him,  rested  a 
while  that  night  5  miles  north-east  of 
Paoli,  and  escaped  next  day  into  the 
timber  of  the  middle  fork  of  Grand 
river,  Missouri ;  where  his  band  scat- 
tered, Becking  and  finding  conceal- 
ment with  congenial  spirits  through- 
out the  surrounding  region.  Perhaps 
100  of  them  were  overtaken  and 
killed  in  the  pursuit ;  but  the  greater 
number  escalped,  and  were  soon  in- 
distinguishable. 

CoL  Woodson,  with  600  Missouri- 
ans,  starting**  fi-om  Pilot  Knob,  Mo., 
dashed  into  Pocahoi^tas,*^  Ark.,  where 
he  captured  Gen.  M.  Jeff.  Thompson 
and  some  50  others;  returning  un- 
molested.   

The  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and 


Port  Hudson,  with  the  retreat  of  Jo. 
Johnston  from  Jackson,  having  left 
Gen.  Grant^s  army  at  leispre,  Maj.- 
Gen.  F.  Steele  was  sent  to  Helena,* 
to  fit  out  and  lead  an  expedition  for 
the  capture  of  LrrrLS  Book.  The 
force  assigned  him  for  this  task  num- 
bered 6,000  men  of  all  arms,  includ- 
ing 600  cavahy,  with  2*  guns ;  but 
Gten.  Davidson,  with  nearly  6,000 
more  men,  mainly  mounted,  and  18 
guns,  soon  joined  him  from  Missouri ; 
swelling  his  aggregate  to  1S,000  men 
and  40  guns.  Steele  soon  moved 
out,**  Davidson's  cavalry  in  advance; 
crossing  White  river  *^  at  Clarendon, 
and  sending  forward  ^  Davidson  to 
reconnoiter  the  enemy's  position  at 
Brownsville,  while  he  shipped  his 
extra  supplies  and  his  sick — ^by  this 
time  numbering  1,000 — down  to  Dur 
vall's  bluff,  which  was  accounted  the 
healthiest  spot  in  that  unhealthy  re- 
gion. 

Davidson  advanced,  skirmishing, 
to  Brownsville,**  which  Marmaduke 
evacuated ;  retreating  to  his  intrench- 
ments  at  Bayou  Metea ;  whence  he 
was,  after  some  fighting,  dislodged  " 
and  driven  over  the  bayou ;  burning 
the  bridge  behind  him,  and  so  diedD- 
ing  pursuit. 

G^  True's  brigade,  from  Mem^ 
phis,  reaching  Olarendon  on  the  29th, 
was  ferried  over  the  White  next 
day,  and  a  general  advance  resumed; 
Steele  concentrating  at  Brownsville, 
and,  after  attempting  to  pass  Bayou 
Metea  on  the  north  and  being  baffled 
by  miry  swamps,  decided  to  move  by 
the  left  to  the  Arkansas,  whidi  h^ 
struck**  near  Ashley's  mills;  where 
Davidson's  cavalry,  reconnoitering 
in  the  advance,  had  jmoth^  sharp 
skirmish  with   the  enemy;    Steele, 
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findiiig  himself  ombarraased  with  700 
more  sick;  whom,  along  with  his 
train,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  True's 
brigade  and  Bitter's  cavalry  to  guard, 
while  he  pnahed  up  the  Arkansas 
and  fought  his  way  into  Little  Bock ; 
Davidson,  supported  by  two  divisions 
and  two  batteries,  crossing  directly, 
and  approaching  that  city  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river. 

Davidson,  having  completed  his 
reconnoissances  and^ed  on  his  point 
of  crossing,  threw  over  his  pontoons 
during  the  night,**  and  was  all  over 
by  11  ▲•  K. ;  ^e  fire  of  his  batteries 
having  speedily  silaiced  the  enemy's 
opposition.  Advancing  directly  on 
Little  Bock,  he  was  more  stubbornly 
resisted  at  Bayou  Fourche,  five  miles 
out,  by  Marmaduke's  cavalry  and 
Tappan's  brigade  of  infantry,  sup- 
porting two  batteries,  strongly  post- 
ed; but  Steele,  advancing  simultane- 
ously on  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
his  batteries  fired  across  at  the  ene- 
my obstructing  Davidson ;  which  en- 
abled the  latter  slowly  to  gain 
ground,  until  at  length,  ordering  a 
chaige  by  Bitter's  brigade  and 
Strange's  howitzers,  supported  by 
part  of  the  1st  Iowa  cavalry,  his  men 
went  into  the  city,  sab^  in  hand,  on 
the  heels  of  the  flying  enemy;  and, 
at  7  p.  M.,  the  capital  of  Arkansas 
was  formally  surrendered  by  its  civil 
authorities :  the  United  States  arse- 
nal being  uninjured,  and  whatever 
Bebel  stores  were  there  filing  into 
our  hands ;  but  six  steamboats  were 
completely  burned  by  Price,  who  had 
been  in  ehief  command  here,  with 
several  railroad  cars;  while  their 
three  pontoon-bridges  and  two  loco- 
motives, though  also  fired  by  them, 
ware  partially  saved. 


Steele,  moving  parallel  with  Da- 
vidson, was  opposite  the  city,  when 
it  was  evacuated  and  given  up,  and 
entered  it  late  that  evening:  the 
enemy  making  for  Arkadelphia  too 
rapidly  to  be  overtaken  by  our  jaded 
horses,  to  say  nothing  of  our  men. 

Steele  says  his  entire  loss  to  or  by 
the  enemy  during  this  campaign  did 
not  exceed  100 ;  yet  he  had  but  7,000 
of  his  12,000  when  he  started  that 
morning  to  enter  Little  Bock.  True, 
he  had  left  many  guarding  hospitals 
and  trains;  but  he  had  been  reen- 
forced  by  two  brigades :  so  that  hia 
losses  by  disease  must  have  been 
fearfuL  He  had  taken  1,000  pris- 
oners.   

Ere  this,  Gen.  Blunt,  pursuing  the 
motley  Bebel  horde  under  Stand- 
watie  and  Cabell,  had  very  nearly 
brought  them  to  a  stand  at  Perry- 
viUe,"  Choctaw  Katipn;  but  they 
were  too  nimble  to  receive  mudi 
damage,  and  he  chased  them  by  Fort 
Smith,  whereof  he  took"  bloodless 
possession.  CoL  J.  M.  Johnson,  lat 
[Union]  Arkansas,  was.  made  post 
commander.  Cabell,  it  was  said,  fell 
back  to  participate  in  the  defense  of 
Little  Bock ;  but  he  failed  to  arrive 
in  season;  joining  Price's  fugitive 
force  somewhere  on  its  retreat  to  the 
Washita.  Price  ultimately  fell  back 
to  Bed  river. 

Gen.  Blunt,  having  been  on  busi- 
ness to  Kansas,  was  returning  with  a 
small  cavalry  escort  to  Fort  Smith, 
when  he  was  struck,**  near  Bazt^s 
springs,  Cherokee  Kation,  by  Quan- 
trell,  with  600  guerrillas,  and  most 
of  his  small  escort  killed  or  disabled: 
among  the  80  killed — ^nearly  all  after 
they  had  been  captured — were  Maj. 
H.  Z.  Curtis,  son  of  Maj.-Gen*  S.  B. 
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Curtis,  and  sev^al  civflians.  Cfen. 
Blunt,  raUyiDg  Bome  15  of  his  guard, 
escaped  capture  and  death  bj  great 
ooolnees  and  courage:  their  persist- 
egoLCj  in  boldly  fighting  creating  a  be- 
lief that  they  were  the  van  of  a  heavy 
force.  A  considerable  train  that  ac- 
companied them  was  sacked  and 
burned.  The  attack  was  made  very 
near  the  little  post  known  as  Fort 
Blair,  which  was  next  assailed; 
but  its  defenders,  though  few,  were 
brave  and  well  led  by  Lt.  Pond,  8d 
Wisconsin  cavalry,  who  beat  the  en- 
emy off,  inflicting  a  loss  of  11  killed 
and  many  more  wounded.  Gen. 
Blunt  and  his  remnant  of  escort  kept 
the  prairie  till  night,  then  made  their 
way  to  the  post.  They  had  not  ven- 
tured thither  before,  apprehending 
that  it  had  been  taken. 

Praia  Blitfp,  on  the  south  bank  of 
tiie  Arkansas,  50  miles  below  Little 
!Rock,  was  occupied,  early  in  October, 
by  Col.  Powell  Clayton,  6th  Kansas 
cavalry,  with  850  men  and  4  guns. 
Harmaduke,  at  Princeton,  45  miles 
south,  resolved  to  retake  it.  By  the 
time  he  advanced  to  do  so,**  Clayton 
had  been  r§enforced  by  the  1st  Indi- 
ana cavalry :  so  that  he  had  now  000 
men  and  9  light  guns. 

Marmaduke,  with  12  guns  and  a 
force  estimated  at  2,600,  advanced  in 
tiiree  columns,  and  poured  in  shell 
and  canister  for  five  hours,  setting 
fire  to  the  place ;  but  Powell  had  or- 
ganized 200  negroes  to  barricade  the 
streets  with  cotton-bales,  by  whose 
services  the  fire  was  stopped  without 
subtracting  from  his  slender  fighting 
force.    The  Bebel  shells  burned  the 


court-house  and  several  dwdHngs, 
battering  most  of  the  residue ;  but' 
they  could  not  take  the  town ;  and, ' 
at  2  p.  M.,  drew  oSj  having  lost  160 
killed  and  wounded,  beside  88  prison- 
ers. Our  loss  was  but  17  killed  and 
40  wounded — 6  of  the  former  and 
12  of  the  latter  among  the  n^ro 
volunteers. 

Part  of  Cabell's  command,  which 
(as  we  have  seen)  had  been  worsted, 
in  the  Indian  TerritOTy,  by  Blunt  and 
Phillips,  undertook,  under  Shelley,  a 
Fall  raid  into  Missouri — ^probably  in 
quest  of  subsistence.  Emerging  from 
tiie  Choctaw  r^on  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  the  raiders  passed  rapidly 
through  the  north-west  comer  of 
Arkansas,  crossing  the  rivel*  eastward 
of  Fort  Smith,  and  evading  any  col- 
lision with  our  forces  near  that  post 
as  well  as  with  those  holding  lAt&e 
Rock,  and  entering  south-western 
Mssouri;  being  joined  •*  at  Crooked 
Prairie  by  a  similar  force  under  Cof- 
fey, whereby  their  number  was  said 
to  be  swelled  to  2,500.  These  ad- 
vanced rapidly  through  Western  ICs- 
souri  to  the  river  at  BooneviHe,  but 
forthwith  commenced  a  retreat — dis- 
appointed, probably,  in  their  hopes 
of  reenforcement  from  the  now  pas- 
sive Eebels  of  that  disloyal  section. 
They  were  pursued  by  a  hastily  gath- 
ered body  of  Missouri  militia,  under 
Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  who  struck"  them 
near  Arrow  Eock  at  nightfall ;  %ht- 
ing  them  till  dark;  renewing  the 
attack  at  8  next  morning,  and  put- 
ting them  to  flight,  with  a  loss  of 
some  800  killed,  wounded,  and  pris- 
oners.** 


"  Oct.  25.  •^  Oct.  1.  •  Oct  13. 

"  «  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct  14,  1863. 

^Uti.'Qetx,  Hallbok,  QenenO^ii-Ghief: 

^  Gen.  Brown  broug^ht  the  Rebels  under  Shel- 
bj  to  a  decisive  engagemeat  jesterdaj.    Jho 


fight  was  obstinate  and  lasted  five  hours.  The 
Rebels  were  finally  oompletel/  routed  and  scat- 
tered in  all  directions,  with  loss  of  all  their  ar- 
tillery and  baggage  and  a  Urge  number  of  amidP 
arms  and  prisoners.    The  enemy^  loss  in  killed 
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QexL  McNeil  was  at  St  Louis 
when  first  af^rised  **  of  this  raid,  and 
at  onoe  set  oat  for  his  post,  Lebanon : 
whence,  gathering  up  what  force  he 
could,  he  advanced  on  Bolivar,  mov- 
ing by  HumansviUe  and  Stockton  on 
Lunar,  where  he  hoped  to  intercept 
their  flight.  But  Shelby  had  ahreadj 
passed  through  HumansviUe,  hotly 
pursued,  losing  there  his  last  gun, 
wh^a  McKeil  reached  that  point ;  so 
the  latter  joined  the  hunt  through 
Greenfield  and  Sarco^cie  into  Arkan- 
sas, and  on  through  Huntsville  over 
BuSalo  mountain,  taking  prisoners 
by  the  w;ay ;  continuing  the  chase  to 
CSaiksville  unable  to  come  fairly  up 
with  the  nimble  fugitives,  who  had 
now  crossed  the,  Arkansas  and  van-^ 
ished  among  the  wilds  beyond.  Mc- 
Neil here  gave  over  the  pursuit,  mov- 
ing deliberately  up  the  river  to  Fort 
Smith.  During  this  chase,  he  had 
been  demgnated^'  to  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Frontier,  vice  Gen. 
Blunt,  relieved. 

Standwatie  and  Quantrell  made 
another  attack*'  on  CoL  Phillips's 
outposts  near  Fort  Gibson,  Indian 
Territory ;  but,  after  a  fight  of  four 
or  five  hours,  the  assailants  were 
routed  and  driven  across  the  Arkan- 
sas. This  terminated  the  fighting  in 
this  quarter  for  the  year  1863. 


»  A  general  Lidian  war  on  our  West- 
em  frontier  had  been  gravely  ap- 
prehended in  1862 ;  and  that  appre- 
hension was  partially  realized.  Un- 
der the  administratioivs  of  Pierce 
and  Buchanan,  the  Lidian  agents  and 
other  Government  employes  among 
the  aboriginal  tribes  of  the  great 
plains  were  of  course  Democrats ; 


mai^  of  tlmn  Southrons,  and  all 
intensely  pro-Slavery.  These  were 
generally  superseded,  under  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, in  the  course  of  1861 ;  and  were 
suspected  of  having  been  stimulated^ 
by  wrath  at  finding  themselves  dis- 
placed and  by  political  and  sectional 
sympathies,  to  use  their  necessarily 
great  influence  among  the  several 
tribes  to  attach  them  to  the  fortunes 
and  involve  them  in  the  struggles  of 
the  Confederacy.  Of  some  of  them, 
this  is  probably  true ;  but  it  is  not 
known  to  be  proved,  save  with  those 
formerly  accredited  to  the  tribes  re- 
siding within  the  boundaries  of  the 
Lidian  Territory.  But,  however 
caused,  the  general  feeling  of  the 
western  Lidians  toward  us  became 
more  and  more  hostile  during  1861-2 ; 
until  at  length  certain  bands  of  the 
Sioux  of  Minnesota,  with  some  other 
tribe^  plunged  into  open  war.  Little 
Crow's  band  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
in  these  butcheries ;  striking  in  rapid 
succession  the  north-western  frontier 
settlements  at  Yellow  Medicine," 
New  TJlm,**  Cedar  City,**  Minn.,  and 
a  few  other  feeble  outposts ;  besieging 
for  nine  days  Fort  Kdgeley;"  be- 
leaguering and  twice  assaulting  Fort 
Abercrombie,  whence  they  were  driv- 
en with  heavy  loss ;  and  butchering 
in  all  some  500  persons,  mainly  de- 
fenseless women  and  children.  Mili- 
tia were  promptly  called  out  and  sent 
against  them,  under  Gen.  EL  EL  Sib- 
ley ;  and  the  main  savage  band  was 
finally  struck"  at  Wood  lake ;  where 
Little  Crow  was  utterly  routed,  flee- 
ing thence  into  Dakota.  Some  500 
of  the  savages  were  captured;  of 
whom  498  were  tried  by  court-mar- 
tial, and  about  300  convicted  and 


aod  woooded  is  Terj  great    Cora  is  also  large. 
Onr  troops  are  still  pursuing  the  flying  Rebels. 
''J.  JC  SoBOfilLD,  Miyor-GexMraL'' 


•Oct  9.   ••Oct  20.  •■Deals.  «Aug.  18,'e2. 
•ioig-Sil.  ••SeptS/  ••Octn-as.  •'SeptM. 
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sentenced  to  be  lianged ;  but  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  deferred  their  execution, 
and  moBt  of  them  were  nltimatel  j  set 
at  liberty. 

Next  Bnmmer — G«l  Pope  being 
in  command  of  this  department — 
the  irr^nlar  frontier* line  of  settle- 
ments in  the  north-west  was  picketed 
by  abont  2,000  men;  while  Gten. 
Sibley  moved  westward  from  Fort 
Snelling  in  June,  with  some  2,500 
in&ntry ;  Gen.  Sully,  with  a  body  of 
cavalry  being  sent  up  the  Missouri 
on  bcMEits  to  cooperate.  The  two 
commands  did  not  unite ;  but  Sibley 
found  and  fought^*  some  of  the  hos- 
tile savages  at  Missouri  Couteau,  Big 
mound,  Dead  Buffalo  lake,  and  8Umj 
lake ;  killing  or  wounding  some  180 
of  tiiem;  while  Sully  encountered** 
a  band  at  Whitestone  hill,  rout- 
ing them  with  heavy  loss,  and  tak- 
ing 156  prisoners.  The  remnant 
fled  across  the  Miasouii  and  evaded 
pursuit.  This  was  the  virtual  close 
of  the  Sioux  war.    Our  men  oa  these 


expeditions  suffep^ed  terribly  for  water 
— a  great  drouth  then  prevailing  oa 
the  plains. 

Far  West,  Brig.-Oen.  P.  K  Oonn«, 
1st  California  voluntera^  command^ 
ing  in  Utah,  on  hearing*^  of  Indian 
depredations  by  the  Shoshonees  on 
Bear  river,  western  Idaho,  marched 
thither  (140  miles)  through  deep  Win- 
ter snows,  wherdn  75  of  his  men 
were  disabled  by  frozen  feet,  and, 
with  the  residuov  attacked  *'  800  sav- 
ages in  their  stronghold,  killing  2S4  ; 
his  own  loss  being  12  killed  and  4^ 
wounded.  Four  months  later,  Gen. 
Connor,  with  most  of  his  force,  tra* 
varsed  the  regicm  westward  of  the 
Rocky  mountains  so  far  north*  as  old 
Fort  Hall  on  Snake. river,  but  found 
no  enemy  to  combat. 

These  Indian  hostilities,  though 
inglorious  and  most  unprofitable, 
subtracted  considerably  from  our 
military  strength,  and  added  largely 
to  our  exhausting  outlays  during  tl^ 
trying  year  1868. 


XX. 

THE   CAROLINAS,  GEORGIA,  FLORIDA— 1862-^68. 


Thb  Savannah  river  having,  with 
its  largest  affluent,  the  Tugaloo, 
formed  the  boundary  between  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia  from  their 
northern  verge,  after  a  generally 
south-east  course  of  some  800  miles, 
passing,  at  the  head  of  ship  naviga- 
tion, near  its  mouth,  its  namesake 
city,  which  is  the  commercial  empo- 
rium of  Georgia,  winds  its  sluggish 
way  to  the  Atlantic  through  a  clus- 


ter of  mud-formed,  often  sand-fringed 
sea  islands,  matted  over  with  a  thin 
crust  of  grass-foots,  covering  a  jelly- 
like mud  several  feet  deep,  resting 
uneasily  on  a  bed  of  light,  semi-liquid 
clay.  Font  Pulaski,  on  Cockspur 
island  (a  mile  long  by  half  as  wide), 
was  a  careftilly  constructed  brick  Na- 
tional fortress  25  feet  above  ground 
by  ti  thick,  completely  commanding 
not  only  the  main  channel  of  the 


*  July  25-29,  1863. 


'SepkS. 


*J«&iiai7,  1868. 
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Bavannali,  but  all  other  inlets  prac- 
ticable for  sea-going  vessels  to  the 
city  and  the  firm  land  above.  Having 
early  fallen  an  eas j  pre j  to  the  devo- 
tees of  Secession,  it  was  held  by  a 
garrison  of  885  men,  CoL  C.  H.  01m- 
stead,  1st  Qeorgia ;  its  40  heavy  guns 
barring  access  to  the  river  by  our 
vessels,  and  affording  shelter  and  pro- 
tection to  blockade^ronners  and  Bebel 
ccffsairs. 

Yearj  soon  after  our  recovery!  of 
Port  Boyal  and  the  adjacent  sea- 
islands,  Qtea.  T.  W.  Sherman  direct- 
ed' Oen.  Quincy  A.  Gillmore  to  re^ 
connoiter  this  ngly  impediment,  and 
report  on  the  feasibility  of  overcom- 
ing it  Gillmore  obeyed;  and  re- 
ported' that  the  fort  might  be  re- 
daoed  by  batteries  of  mortars  and 
rifled  gtms  planted  on  Big  Tybee 
island,  south-east  of  it,  across  the 
narrower  southern  channel  of  the 
Savannah,  as  also  from  Yenns  |>oint, 
on  Jones  island,  over  two  miles  from 
Gockspur,  in  the  opposite  direction : 
and  submitted  his  plan ;  which  was 
sent  to  Washington,  returned  ap- 
proved, and  the  requisite  ordnance 
and  other  enginery  ultimately  for- 
warded or  collected.  Meantime,  the 
46th  New  York,  CoL  R.  Rosa,  was 
sent*  to  occupy  Big  Tybee,  and  a 
detachment  directed  quietly  to  clear 
out  the  Rebel  obstructions  in  "  Wall's 
cut,"  an  artificial  channel  connecting 
New  and  Wright  rivers,  north  of 
Cockspur,  and  completing  an  inland 
water  passage  from  Savannah  to 
Charleston.  After  some  sharp  fight- 
ing and  four  nights'  hard  work,  this 
was  achieved ; '  and,  after  some  far- 
ther delay,  Yenus  point,  on  Jones 
island,  north-west  of  the  coveted  fort- 
ress, was  selected'  as  a  point  whereon 


to  place  a  battery,  barring  all  day- 
li^t  access  to  the  beleaguered  foot 
from  above.  To  this  point,  mortars, 
weighing  8^  tuns  each,  were  brought 
through  New  and  Wright  rivers  (each 
of  them  a  slu^ish  tide-course  be- 
tween rush-covered  islets  of  semi- 
liquid  mud) ;  being  patiently  tugged 
across  Jones  island  on  a  movable 
causeway  of  planks  laid  on  poles — 
those  behind  the  moving  gun  being 
taken  up  and  placed  in  its  front  ;^  and 
thus  the  guns  were  toilsomely  drag- 
ged across  and  placed  in  battery  (m 
strong  timber  platforms,  constructed 
by  night  behind  an  artfully  contrived  - 
screen  of  bushes  and  reeds  to  re- 
ceive them.  Just  as  the  batteries 
were  completed,  the  Rebel  steamboat 
Ida  passed  down  from  Savannah  to 
Pulaski,  and  the  recoil  of  our  guns 
fired  at  her  sent  all  but  one  of  them 
off  the  platforms ;  which  had  there- 
upon to  be  enlai^^  and  improved. 
Soon,  another  battery  was  established 
on  Bird  island,  a  little  nearer  Cock- 
spur:  and  next,  vessels  having  ar- 
rived* in  Tybee  roads  with  heavy 
guns  and  munitions,  the  7th  Conn., 
46th  New  York,  and  some  detached 
companies,  were  employed  in  land- 
ing these  on  Big  Tyb^B,  construct- 
ing batteries  and  magazines,  making 
roads  of  poles  and  plank,  &c.,  Ac 
Nearly  all  this  work  had  to  be  dcme 
by  night,  within  range  of  Pulaski's 
guns — the  outline  presented  to  the 
enemy  by  the  low  bushes  skirting 
the  river  being  skillfully  and  gradu- 
ally altered,  night  after  night,  so  as 
to  afford  to  the  garrison  no  indica- 
tion of  the  menacing  work  going  on 
behind  its  friendly  shelter. 

The  moving  of  each  gun  over  the 
quaking,  treacherous  bog,  from  its 
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point  of  debarkation  to  its  designated 
position  in  battery,  was  the  tedions, 
arduous  task  of  360  men,  all  per^ 
formed  under  the  cover  of  darkness : 
the  men  being  forbidden  to  speak; 
their  movements  being  directed  by  a 
-whistle.  When  a  gun  slipped,  as  it 
often  would,  off  the  planks  and  ^  skids' 
supporting  it,  the  utmost  efforts  were 
required  to  keep  it  from  plunging 
straight  down  through  the  12  feet 
of  mud  to  the  supporting  day,  if  no 
farther. 

Thus  were  the  renmant  of  Febru- 
ary and  the  whole  of  March  int^tly 
employed — Maj.-G^.  Hunter,  who 
had  just  succeeded*  to  the  command 
of  the  department,  with  Brig.-O^i. 
Benham  as  district  commander,  vis- 
iting the  works  on  Tybee  island, 
and  finding  nothing  in  them  to  im- 
prove. 

At  length,  all  was  in  readiness  :'* 
3d  10  to  18-mch  mortars  and  heavy 
rifled  guns  being  firmly  planted  in 
11  batteries — ^the  furthest  two  miles, 
the  nearest  less  than  a  mile,  from  the 
doomed  fort,  with  a  d6p6t  and  sepa- 
rate service  magazine  where  they 
should  be,  and  carefully  considered 


orders  given  to  regulate  the  firing. 
And  now  the  fort  was  summoned  *' 
in  due  form  by  Gen.  Hunter — of 
course,  to  no  purpose — ^whereupon, 
at  8^  A.  ic,  fire  was  deliberately  open- 
ed, and  kept  up  till  dark — the  mor- 
tars throwing  very  few  of  their  shellfl 
within  the  fort;  but  the  rifled  guns 
chipping  and  tearing  away  its  mason- 
work,  until  it  became  evident  that, 
unless  our  batteries  should  be  disar 
bledj  the  fort  would  soon  be  a  ruin. 
Five  of  the  enemy's  guns  had  already 
been  silenced;  while  our  widely  scat- 
tered, low-lying,  inconspicuous  batte- 
ries had  received  no  damage  what- 
ever. 

During  the  ensuing  night,  four  of 
our  pieces  were  fired  at  intervals  of 
16  or  30  minutes  each ;  and  at  sun- 
rise "*  our  batteries  opened  afresh ; 
and  now  the  breach,  already  visible, 
was  steadily  and  rapidly  enlarged : 
casemate  after  casemate  being  opeur 
ed,  in  spite  of  a  heavy  and  well- 
directed  fire  from  the  fort ;  until,  at 
2  p.  ic,  a  white  flag  was  displayed 
from  its  walls,  and  the  siege  was  end- 
ed. One  only  of  our  men  had  been 
killed,  and  no  gun  hit  or  otherwise 
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damaged ;  the  garrison  had  10  of 
their  40  guns  dismounted  or  other- 
wise disabled,  and  several  med 
wonnded — oneofthemfetally.  They 
were  espedaUj  impelled  to  surren- 
der by  the  fact  that  onr  guns  were 
porposely  trained  on  their  magtsiney 
which  mnst  soon  have  been  pierced 
and  exploded  had  oiDr  fire  continned. 
The  credit  of  this  almost  bloodless 
Qonqnest  is  primarily  due  to  Qniney 
A.  GiUmore,  who  was  at  once  Gene- 
lal  and  En^eer;  Qten.  Viele,  com- 
manding nnder  him  the  land  forces, 
and  Com'r  John  Bodgers  their  naval 
auxiliaries,  who  'wese  employed  only 
in  transporting  and  landing  the  ma- 
Uiid^  Bnt  t^e  moral  q£  this  siege 
was  the  enormons  addition  made  by 
rifling  to  the  range  and  effieiency  of 
gons.  Our  artillerists  were  as  green 
as  might  be ;  and  their  gannary — as 
evinced  more  especially  by  the  mor- 
tar-firing— ^was  nowise  remarkable 
for  excellence;  but  the  penetration 
of  a  solid  brick  wall  of  seven  feet 
thidc  at  a  distance  of  1,650  yards  by 
old  S2s  (now  rifled)  to  a  depth  of 
20  inches,  and  by  old  49i  to  a  depth 
oi  26  inches,  wh^re  the  same  guns, 
when  smooth-bore,  would  have  pro- 
duced no  effect  whatev^,  was  so  un- 
looked-for by  Gen.  Gillnmre  that  he 
afterward  rep<»rted  that,  had  he  been 
aware  at  the  outset  of  what  this  si^e 
taught  him,  he  might  have  eurtailed 
his  ei^t  wedkB  of  laborious  prepara- 
tion to  one;  rejecting*  altogether  his 
heavy  mortars  and  columbiads  as  un- 
suited  to  such  service,  and  increasing, 
if  that  were  desirable,  the  distance  at 
which  his  nearer  batteries  were  plant- 
ed to  2,300  or  even  2,600  yank. 


A.dbnsiderable  flotilla  of  worthless 


old  vess^  picked  up  at  various 
northern  ports  and  taken  down  to 
our  fleet  blockading  the  entrance  to 
Charleston  harbor,  being  loaded  with 
stone,  were  sunk  ^  aoroas  one  of  the 
channels.  A  tremendous  uproar  was 
raised  against  this  procedure,  mainly 
by  British  sympathieers  with  the 
Bebellion,  who  represented  it  as  an 
effort  permanently  to  choke  and  de- 
stroy the  harbor.  This  accusation  is 
absurd.  What  was  intended  was  to 
render  it  more  difficult  for  blockade- 
runners,  navigated  by  Charleston 
pilots,  to  run  out  and  in  under  the 
screen  of  fog  or  darknesfl ;  and  this 
result  was  probably  attained.  No 
complaint  has  since  been  made  of 
any  actual  injury  thus  Inflicted  on 
the  peaceful  commerce  of  Charles- 
ton: on  the  ocmtrary,  it  has  been 
plausibly  asserted  that  the  partial 
clofiing^of  one  of  the  passes,  through 
which  the  waters  of  Aahley  and 
Cooper  rivers  find  their  way  to  the 
ooean^  was  calculated  to  deepen  and 
improve  those  remaining. 

Com.  Dupont,  in  his  steam  flrigate 
Wabash,  with  twenty  other  armed 
vessels,  and  six  unarmed  transports, 
conveying  a  brigade  of  vcdunteers, 
QeiL  Wright,  and  a  battalion  of  ma- 
rines, Haj.  Beynolds,  setting  out  firom 
Port  Boyal  '*  swept  down  the  coast 
to  St  Andrew's  and  Cumberland 
sounds;  taking  unresisted  possession 
of  Fort  Clinch  on  Amelia  island, 
Femandina,  St  Mary's^  Brunswick,'* 
Barien,'*  St  Simon's  island,  Jack- 
sonville," and  St  Augustine ;  where 
Fort  St  Marit— another  of  the  old 
Federal  coast  defenses — ^was  ^^  repos- 
sessed''  without  bloodshed— Oen. 
Trapier,  Bebel  oommander  on  this 
coast,  having  no  force  adequate  to 
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reeisting  each  an  ezpeditionr— Flinida 
having  ere  this  contributed  nearly 
10,000  men,  oat  of  a  total  wliite 
popnlaticm  of  80,000,  to  the  Confede- 
rate armies  jSghting  in  other  States. 

A  considerable  Union  feeling  was 
evinced  at  various  points ;  a  Union 
meeting  held  in  Jacksonville  (the 
most  popolons  town  in  the  State), 
and  a  Convention  called  to  assem- 
ble there  on  the  10th  of  April  to 
organize  a  Union  State  Govern- 
ment ;  but,  on  the  8th,  Gen.  Wright 
withdrew  his  forces  from  that  place, 
sending  an  invitation  to  Gen.  Tra- 
pier  to  come  and  reoccnpy  it.  Of 
coarse,  the  projected  Union  Con- 
vention was  no  more;  and  those  who 
had  figured  in  the  meeting  or  call 
whereby  the  movemrait  was  initiated 
were  glad  to  save  their  necks  by  ac- 
companying our  departing  forces. 
That  settled,  for  years,  the  for- 
tunes of  Unionism  in  Florida.  And, 
though  Com.  Dupont,  on  returning 
with  his  fleet  to  Fort  Eoyal,  left  a 
small  force  at  each  of  the  more  de- 
fensible places  he  had  so  easily  re- 
covered to  the  Union,  it  is  question- 
able that  his  expedition  effected,  on 
the  whole,  more  good  than  harm  for 
the  national  cause.  ' 

At  Mosquito  inlet,  the  fsirthest 
point  visited  by  a  detail  £rom  his 
squadron,  a  boat  expedition,  under 
Lt.  T.  A.  Budd,  of  the  Penguin,  waa 
fired  on  while  returning  from  an 
excursion  down  Mosquito  lagoon, 
Lt  Budd  and  4  others  killed,  and 
several  more  wounded  or  captured. 
Thus  closed  unhappily  an  enterprise 
which  was  probably  adequate  to  the 
complete  recovery  of  Florida,  though 
not  able  to  hold  it  against  the  whole 
power  of  the  Confederacy. 


Fensacola  was  evacuated  by  Brig.- 
Gren.  Thos.  N.  J<Mies,  its  Kebel  com- 
mander; who  burned  every  thing 
combustible  in  the  Navy  Yard,  Forts 
McBae  and  Barrancas,  the  hospital, 
<&c.,  <fec.,  and  retreated  '*  inland  with 
his  command.  The  place  was  im- 
mediately occupied  by  Com.  Porter, 
of  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  by  Gen* 
Arnold,  commanding  Fort  Pickens. 

Anodier  naval  expedition  from 
F<Hrt  Boyal,"  under  Capt  Steedman, 
consisting  of  the  gunboats  Paul 
Jones  and  Cimarone,  with  three  other 
steamboats,  visited  the  Florida  coast 
in  the  Autumn,  shelling  and  silenc* 
ing  the  Bebd  batteries  at  the  mouth 
oftheSt.  Ji^'a. 

Gen.  Brannan,  with  a  land  force  c^ 
1,575  men,  with  a  fleet  of  six  gun- 
boats under  Capt  Steedman,  repeated 
this  visit  somewhat  later  ;**  expectii^ 
to  encounter  an  obstinate  resistance  t 
but  the  Bebel  works  <m  St.  John's 
bluff  were  evacuated — ^9  guns  being 
abandoned — on  his  advancing  to 
attach  them;  and  he  retook  Jack- 
s<Miville  wi&out  resbtance,  but  found 
it  nearly  deserted,  and  did  not  garri- 
s<m  it.  The  Bebel  steamboat  Gov^ 
Milton  was  found  up  a  creek  and 
captured. 

Gen.  R.  Saxton  next  dispatched,^ 
on  three  transports,  an  expedition, 
composed  of  two  negro  regiments 
under  CdL  Thos.  W.  Higginson,  1st 
S.  C  Tolunteers,  which  went  up  *• 
to  JadoKmville,  captured  it  with 
little  resistance,  and  held  it  as  a  re- 
cruiting station  for  colored  volnn- 
toeaoL  Two  White  r^ipments  were 
soon  afterward  ueot  to  reenforce 
them;  but  hardly  had  these  landed 
when  a  peremptory  order  came  from 
Gen.  Hnnter  toit  ihe  withdraw&L  of 


'  ICaj  s-io. 


'Sept  18. 


•Sept  30. 


»  Maroh  6, 1S63. 


"MarohlO. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


460 


TH8    AMBRIOAK    COKPIIOT. 


the  entire  force ;  and,  as  if  thia  were 
not  enough,  neyeral  buildings  were 
fired  by  our  departing  8oldier&--of 
the  8th  Maine,  it  was  said,  thongh 
that  raiment  laidit  to  the  6th  Oon- 
necticnt — ^while  hundreds  of  inhabi- 
tants, who  desired  to  leave  with  our 
forces,  were  put  ashore  after  they 
had  embarked,  and  left  to  meet  the 
vengeance  of  the  Rebels  as  they 
might.  The  beantifhl  old  town  was 
substantially  destroyed ;  though  our 
higher  officers  did  dieir  best  to  save 
it — ^a  high  wind  fanning  the  flames, 
which  swept  all  within  their  readi. 
The  deserted  inhabitants — ^many  of 
them  hearty  Unionists — ^were  left  to 
funish  among  their  ashes  and  ruins ; 
though  the  few  families  who  were 
brought  away  to  EQlton  Head  were 
treated  with  considerate  humanity: 
Fensacola  was  likewise  abandoned  ** 
and  burned — burned  by  the  Eebels, 
it  was  asserted — ^but  that  would 
neither  be  reported  nor  believed 
within  the  lines  of  the  Confederates 
—so  that  it  may  be  fiiirly  concluded 
that  by  this  tin^  whatever  Unionism 
there  had  been  in  Florida — that  is, 
among  the  "Whites — ^was  pretty  thor- 
oughly eradicated  by  those  who  were 
sent  thither  as  upholders  of  the  Ka- 
tional  cause. 


On  returning  from  his  Florida  ex- 
pedition to  Port  Royal,**  Com.  Du- 
pont  found  that  the  enemy  had,  dur« 
ing  his  absence,  abandoned  thdr  for- 
midable batteries  on  Skiddaway  and 
Green  islands,  conceding  to  ns  frill 
possession  of  Warsaw  and  Ossibaw 
sounds;  while  Gen.  Sherman  had 
long  since  **  taken  quiet  possession  of 
Edisto  island  on  our  right,  carrying 
our  flag  more  than  half  way  from 


Beaufort  to  Charleston.  No  inhabi- 
tants ware  left  on  Edisto  but  negroes ; 
and  Ae  cotton  whidi  the  departing 
Whites  could  not  remove  they  had, 
for  the  most  part,  burned.  The  Ml 
of  Pulaski,  soon  afterward,  gave  us 
extension  and  security  on  the  other 
flank;  and  now  Qen.  Hunter  and 
Com.  Dupont  proposed  to  extend  our 
possession  still  farther  toward  the 
city  by  the  reclamation  of  Wad- 
milaw  and  Johns  islands,  bringing 
us  within  cannon-shot  of  Charleston. 
To  this  end,  various  and  careful  re- 
connoissances  were  made,  and  sound- 
ings taken ;  ending  with  marking  by 
buoys  the  channel  of  Stono  river, 
separating  Johns  from  James  is- 
land; whereupon,  our  gunboats 
UnadiUa,  Pembina,  and  Ottawa, 
crossed**  the  bar  at  its  mouth  and 
proceeded  up  that  river  :  the  Eebd 
earthworks  along  its  banks  being 
abandoned  at  their  approach.  Thus 
the  gunboats  made  their  way  slowly, 
careftiUy,  np  to  a  point  within  range 
of  the  Rebel  batteries  guarding  the 
junction  of  Stono  with  Wappoo 
creek,  barely  three  miles  from 
CSiarleston,  whose  spires  and  cupolas 
were  plauily  visible,  over  the  inter- 
vening trees,  from  the  mast-heads  of 
our  vessels. 

But  this  bold  advance  of  our  gnn- 
boats,  unsupported  by  infantry,  was 
a  blunder.  These  were  too  weak  to 
effect  any  thing  but  give  the  enemy 
warning  of  what  they  must  be  pre- 
pared to  meet.  Nearly  two  weeks 
had  thus  been  spent  ere  Gens.  Hun- 
ter and  Benham,  with  their  soldiers, 
landed  "  on  James  island ;  and  three 
more  days  elapsed  ere  Gen.  Wright 
came  up  from  Edisto  with  the 
residue  of  their  forces.     Such  (Hs- 
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jointed  combinationB  in  an  intensely 
hoitile  region  could  have  but  one  re- 
sult ;  since  the  enemy  were  probably 
twice  as  strong,  both  in  defenses  and 
in  men,  as  they  would  have  been 
found  had  our  adyance  be^n  made 
with  compact  cdlerity  • 

Secessicmyille  is  a  petty  Tillage 
formed  of  the  Summer  residences  of 
a  few  James  island  planters,  on  the 
east  side  of  their  island,  two  miles 
from  the  Stono,  with  salt  water  on 


three  sides,  and  swamps  narrowing 
to  a  mere  ridge  the  only  practicable 
land  approach  from  the  west  Pem- 
berton  was  in  chief  command  at 
Charleston,  Bi!jg.-Gen.  N.  G.  Evans 
having  direction  under  him  in  this 
quarter ;  but  Col.  J.  G.  Lamar  was 
in  immediate  charge  of  the  works ; 
against  which  Gen.  H.  G.  Wright 
advanced  at  early  dawn,**  with  a 
force  of  perhaps  6,000  men,  though 
some  1,500  more  were  on  the  island. 


••  Juno  16. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


46fi 


THB   AUSBICAIT   OOKFLICT. 


guarding  camps,  &o»  The  direct 
attack  was  made  bj  Brig.-Gten.  Isaac 
L  Stevens,-  with  Ool.  W.  M.  Fen- 
ton's  brigade,  composed  of  t)i6  8th 
Michigan,  17th  Conn.,  and  28th 
Mass.,  and  CoL  Leisure's,  oovnprising 
the  79th  New  York  (Highlanders), 
46th  do.,  and  100th  Pa.,  with  4  de- 
tached companies  of  artillery,  Ac — 
in  all,  3,337  men.  Stevens  had  these 
in  position  at  8^  a.  ii;  at  our  outer 
picket  line,  within  rifle-range  of  the 
enemy,  and  advanced  at  4 — the 
morning  being  cloudy  and  dark — so 
swiftly  and  noiselessly  that  he  cap- 
tured most  of  the  Bebel  pickets,  and 
was  within  100  yards  of  the  main 
defenses,  not  having  fired  a  shot, 
when  Lamar  opened  on  him  with 
grape  and  canister,  plowing  bloody 
lanes  through  the  storming  party, 
and  destroying  its  compactness  if 
not  impairing  the  momentum  of  its 
charge.  I 

The  8th  Michigan— Col.  Teuton's 
own — ^was  in  the  direct  advance,  im- 
mediately supported  by  the  High- 
landers, with  tie  residue  of  both  bri- 
gades ready  and  eager  to  do  and 
dare  all  that  men  might;  and,  if  well 
directed  valor  could  have  carried  the 
enemy's  works  by  direct  assault,  they 
would  have  done  it.  But  the  neds. 
of  dry  land  ever  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  advance  was  barely  200  yards 
wide,  completely  swept  by  grape  and 
canister  at  close  range  from  six  guns 
in  the  Bebel  works,  as  well  as  by 
their  musketry;  while  insuperable 
abatis,  a  ditch  seven  feet  deep,  and 
a  parapet  nine  feet  high,  rendered 
such  an  assault  a  simple  squandering 
of  precious  lives.  The  8th  Michigan 
lost  here  185  out  of  584  men,  includ- 
ing 12  out  of  22  oflSeers;  the  High- 


landers lost  110  out  of  450 ;  and  our 
total  loss  was  at  least  574,  whereof 
Stevens's  two  brigades  lost  529 — 
nearly  all  within  half  an  hour.  Thci 
Bebel  loss  was  204;  Lamar  and 
I^.-Col.  Gaillard  being  among  the 
wounded. 

Though  it  was  plain  that  the  ene- 
my's works  could  not  be  carried  by 
storm,  a  second  but  feebler  assault 
was  made  on  them  after  the  failure 
of  the  first,  aided  by  a  fiank  advance 
on  the  enemy's  right  by  a  battalion 
of  the  8d  B.  L  artillery,  Maj.  E. 
Metcal^  with  tihe  8d  K.  H.  and  97tli 
Pa. ;  but  nothing  was  accomplished ; 
and  our  entire  force  fell  back,  unpur- 
sued,  but  leaving  their  dead  and  some 
of  their  severely  wounded  to  fell  into 
the  hands  of  die  enemy.  And  this 
virtually  terminated  in  defeat  Gen. 
Hunter's  ill-managed  advance  upon 
Charleston. 


Four  months  afterward — Gen. 
Hunter  having  been  succeeded  in 
command  of  this  department  by  Gten. 
O.  M.  Mitchel — ^the  latter  plumed  an 
advance,  not  aimed  at  Charleston,  but 
due  northward  from  Beaufort,  with 
intent  to  break  the  railroad  connec- 
tion between  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah, by  destroying  bridges,  &c.,  about 
Pocotaligo  and  Coosawhatchie.  Gen. 
Mitchel  being  prostrated  by  the  dis- 
ease of  which  he  ultimately  died,  the 
execution  of  this  project  was  confided 
to  Brig.-Gen.  J.  M.  Brannan,  with  an 
effective  force  of  4,448  men. 

This  force,  embarked  on  gunboats 
and  transports,  moved"*  up  Broad 
river  to  the  junction  of  the  Coosaw- 
hatchie and  TuUifinny,  where  it  was 
landed  and  pushed  inland^  first  meet- 
ing resistance  when  5  or  6  miles  on 
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its  way ;  but  easily  dming  ihe  ene- 
my, who  burned  bridges,  &c,,  before 
it,  and  soon  made  another  stand  in  a 
wood  behind  a  burned  bridge,  whence 
fhey  were  expelled  by  flanking,  and 
still  pursued  nearly  to  Pocotfdigo; 
where  the  Eebels,  under  Gen.  Walk- 
er, opened  heavily  with  artillery  from 
a  swamp  behind  a  creek.  Our  cais- 
sons being  far  behind,  our  guns  were 
soon  without  a  cartridge,  and  none 
to  be  had  nearer  than  ten  miles. 
Night  was  coming  on ;  and  Brannan 
— aware  that  his  4,000  men  were  no 
match  for  all  that  the  railroad  would 
bring  speedily  from  Charleston  and 
from  Savannah  to  assail  them — wise- 
ly took  the  back  track  to  Mackay's 
landing ;  where  he  at  once  embarked  " 
and  returned  to  Hilton  Head. 

Meantime,  CoL  Barton,  with  400 
men,  the  gunboats  Patroon  and  If  ar- 
Uehead,  and  the  little  steamboat 
Planter,  had  gone  up  the  Coosaw- 
liatchie  nearly  to  the  village  of  that 
name — the  gunboats  getting  aground 
two  or  three  miles  below,  and  tlie 
Planter  about  a  mile  below.  Hav- 
ing debarked  his  men.  Barton  pushed 
on,  and  encountered  a  train  filled 
with  reenforcements  sent  to  the 
enemy  from  Savannah,  under  Maj. 
Harrison,  llth  Georgia — Gten.  W.  S. 
Walker,  commanding  in  Brannan's 
front,  having  telegraphed  both  ways 
for  all  the  men  that  could  be  spared 
him.  This  train  was  fired  on  while 
in  motion,  and  considerable  loss  in- 
flicted ;  Maj.  Harrison  being  among 
the  killed*  The  greater  nimiber  es- 
caped to  the  woods  and  joined  the 
defenders  of  the  village  and  railroad 
bridge,  against  whom  Barton  now 
advanced ;  but,  finding  himself  large- 
ly outnumbered  by  men  strongly  post- 


ed, supporting  8  guns,  and  night  com- 
ing on,  he,  too,  retreated  to  his  boats ; 
burning  bridges  behind  him.  There 
was  some  pursuit  notwithstanding; 
but  the  gunboats  were  ugly  custom- 
ers, and  were  not  seriously  molested. 
When  the  tide  had  risen,  they  floated ; 
and  Barton  returned  with  them,  im- 
molested,  to  Port  Royal. 

Our  loss  in  this  expedition  was  not 
far  from  800.  .  Walker  reports  his  at 
14  killed,  102  wounded,  9  missing; 
but  this  does  not  include  the  losses 
at  Coosawhatchie. 


The  river  Ogeechee,  rising  in  the 
heart  of  eastern  Georgia,  after  a  gen- 
erally S.  E.  course  of  some  200  nifles, 
usually  parallel  with  the  lower  half 
of  the  Savannah,  and,  for  the  last  40 
miles,  very  near  it,  falls  into  Ossabaw 
sound,  some  10  miles  S.  W.  of  Savan- 
nah. A  few  miles  up  the  Ogeechee, 
the  Bebels  had  constructed  a  strong 
earthwork  known  as  Fort  McAllis- 
ter, in  a  bend  of  the  stream,  enabling 
it  to  rake  any  vessel  which  should 
attempt  to  pass  it  A  row  of  heavy 
piles  across  the  channel,  with  some 
torpedoes  in  the  river  below,  ren- 
dered ascent  at  once  difficult  and 
perilous.  The  steamer  Nashville  lay 
under  the  protection  of  these  works ; 
having  long  watched  an  opportunity 
to  run  out  to  seit  laden  with  cotton; 
disappointed  in  this,  by  the  vigilance 
of  our  cruisers,  she  was  unladen,  fitted 
up  as  a  war  vessel,  and  again  watched 
her  opportunity  to  run  out — ^not  be- 
ing so  easily  stopped  now  as  former- 
ly. ComV  Worden,  who  was  watch- 
ing her,  in  the  iron-clad  Montauk, 
at  length  discovered^  that  she  had* 
got  aground,  just  above  the  fort,  and, 
at  daylight  next  morning,  went  up. 
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backed  by  the  Seneca,  WiBBahickon, 
and  Dawn,  to  attempt  her  deetruction. 

He  found  her  still  aground ;  and, 
hj  disregarding  torpedoes  and  the 
fire  of  the  fort,  was  able  to  steam 
within  1,200  yards  of  her ;  and,  by 
experiment,  soon  had  her  exact  range, 
and  was  peppering  her  with  11  and 
15-inch  shells ;  while  his  consorts — 
forbidden  a  near  approach  by  the 
narrowness  of  the  channel — fired  at 
her  from  positions  farther  down  the 
stream.  Twenty  minutes  thereafter, 
she  had  been  set  on  fire  by  shells 
which  exploded  within  her,  and 
ilames  were  seen  to  burst  from  every 
quarter ;  at  9:20  a.  h.,  her  large  pivot 
gun  forward  was  exploded  by  the 
beat ;  at  9:40,  her  smoke-stack  went 
overboard ;  and  at  9:55,  her  magazine 
exploded,  shattering  her  into  worth- 
less fragments.  Meantime,  the  fort 
kept  firing  away  at  the  Montauk, 
striking  her  five  times,  but  doing  no 
damage;  and  a  torpedo  which  ex- 
ploded beneath  her,  as  she  steamed 
down  the  river,  accomplished  very 
little.  Our  other  vessels  received  no 
harm.    We  lost  no  men. 

Com.  Dupont,  encouraged  by  this 
cheap  success,  now  resolved  to  give 
the  fort  itself  a  trial :  to  which  end, 
the  iron-clads  Passaic,  Capt  Dray- 
ton, .  Fatapsco,  Montauk,  Ericsson, 
and  Nahant,  with  three  mortar- 
schooners,  steamed"  up  the  Ogee- 
chee,  and  opened  fire :  the  Passaic 
leading,  the  rest  following,  and  all 
firing  at  the  fort  at  the  shortest 
range  they  could  severally  attain. 
But  the  obstructions  proved  insuper- 
able, and  forbade  the  Passaic  t6  ap- 


proach nearer  than  1,200  yards ;  the 
other  iron-clads  being,  of  course,  far- 
ther off,  and  the  schooners  farther 
still.  Thus  placed,  the  Passaic,  Pa- 
tapsco,  and  Nahanl^  opened  fire ;  and 
it  was  kept  up,  with  one  or  two  in- 
tervals, from  8i  ▲.  If .  to  4  F.  M^  and 
by  the  mortar-schooners  evciy  15 
minutes  thenceforth  till  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  Capt.  Drayton — who  had 
dropped  down  the  river  out  of  range 
at  nightfall — ^went  up  again  and  took 
a  look  at  the  enemy's  works ;  finding 
them  so  substantial  and  effective 
that  he  concluded  to  waste  no  more 
good  cartridges  upon  them,  and  came 
away  under  a  double  salute  of  ehellB 
and  yells.  His  15-inch  shells,  each 
weighing  345  pounds,  had  dismount- 
ed one  of  their  9  great  guns,  and 
taken  a  wheel  from  another ;  but  no 
man  had  been  killed,  and  but  one 
wounded  on  either  side.  Captain 
Drayton,  while  standing  behind  the 
turret  of  his  *  Monitor,'  had  received 
a  mere  scratch  from  a  splinter  of 
shell,  and  the  Rebel  loss  was  swelled 
to  8  wounded  by  an  accident  after 
the  fight;  but  an  enormous  expen- 
diture of  ammunition  on  either  side 
had  effected  nothing  of  moment. 
Our  shells  often  tore  up  the  sand  to 
a  depth  of  ten  feet,  clouding  the  air 
with  it ;  but  it  descended  nearly  into 
its  former  position ;  **  even  the  em- 
brasures of  the  Rebel  battery  were 
but  moderately  damaged.  Our  ves- 
sels saved  their  ammunition  by  let- 
ting Fort  McAJlister  alone    there- 

aft^.  

The   National    steamboat    Isaac 
Smith,  having  been  sent  **  up  Stono 


"March  S. 

**  The  Savcumah  MepuUicofif  March  13,  sajt: . 

**  Considerable  haroc  was  made  in  the  sand- 
knks  in  the  fort;  and  the  qnarters  ot  the  men 
ware  almost  entird/  demoUahed.  *  *  *    Inside 


the  fort,  and  to  the  rear  of  it  for  half  a  mile,  the 
earth  was  dug  up  into  immense  pits  and  gtiUiea 
by  the  enemy's  shell  and  shot.**  [It  sees  a  Ftiori- 
denoe  in  the  aavlng  of  Goo&derate  life.] 

"Jan.  SO.  1968. 
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river  on  a  reconnoissance,  went  seven 
mileB  above  Legar^ville  without  get- 
ting sight  or  sound  of  an  enemy ;  but, 
when  6  miles  on  her  way  back,  was 
opened  upon  in  a  bend  by  three 
masked  batteries,  which  had  not 
been  observed  before,  and  thereby 
speedily  crippled  and  captured.  The 
Com.  McDonough  went  to  her  assist- 
ance ;  but  arrived  too  late,  and  could 
do  nothing.  Several  months  there- 
after, the  Bebels  attempted  to  run 
the  Isaac  Smith  out  of  Charleston 
harbor ;  when  she  was  stmk**  by  the 
gunboat  Wissahickon. 

The  morning  after  their  capture 
of  the  Smith  was  signalized  by  the 
Charleston  Bebels  by  a  far  bolder 
and  more  significant  exploit.  At  4 
A.  M.,  favored  by  a  thick  haze,  their 
iron-clads  Palmetto  State,  Capt.  D. 
N.  Ingraham,  and  Chicora,  Com'r 
Tucker,  with  three  steamboats  as 
tenders,  stole  upon  our  blockading 
fleet,  lying  off  the  bar,  while  the 
Powhatan  and  the  Canandaigua,  our 
two  largest  men  of  war,  were  at  Port 
Eoyal,  coaling;  and,  first  nearing 
the  Mereedita,  Capt.  Stellwagen,  the 
Palmetto  State  ran  into  her  amidships 
with  ftdl  force,  and  fired  into  her 
side  at  close  range  a  7-inch  shell, 
which  passed  through  her  condenser 
and  steam-drum,  blowing  a  hole 
through  her  farther  side,  scalding 
several  of  her  men,  and  completely 
disabling  her.  Stellwagen,  unable 
either  to  fight  or  fly,  surrendered. 

The  Palmetto,  leaving  her  to  sink 


if  she  would,  forthwith  attacked  the 
Keystone  State,  Capt.  Leroy ;  lodging 
a  shell  in  her  forehold,  which  set  her 
on  flre.  Leroy  sheered  off,  imtil  the 
flre  was  got  under ;  when,  having  a 
full  head  of  steam,  he  attempted  to 
run  his  assailant  down;  but,  as  he 
approached  at  full  speed,  another 
shot  was  sped  through  both  his  ves- 
sel's steam-chests,  utterly  disabling 
her;  ten  rifled  shells  striking  her, 
and  two  of  them  bursting  on  her 
quarter-deck. 

By  this  time,  it  was  growing  light, 
and  our  fleet  had  been  thoroughly 
aroused.  The  Augusta,  Quaker  City, 
Memphis,  and  Housatonic,  went  in ; 
the  Memphis  taking  in  tow  the  Key- 
stone State — ^which  had  one-fourth  of 
her  crew  disabled,  mainly  by  scald- 
ing— and  drawing  her  out  of  the 
enemy's  fire;  when  the  Bebd  gun- 
boats turned  homeward,  and  took 
refdge  behind  the  shoals  in  the 
Swash  channel;  thence  making  their 
way  back  to  Charleston,  and  issuing 
there  a  bulletin  declaring  the  block- 
ade raised  and  the  port  open;"  the 
British  consul  at  Charleston  and  the 
commander  of  H.  B.  M.  ship  Petrel 
corroborating  the  statement ;  and  the 
foreign  consuls  in  the  Confederacy 
were  officially  notified  of  the  alleged 
fact  in  a  circular  from  J.  P.  Benja- 
min, Confederate  Secretary  of  State, 
"  for  the  information  of  such  vessels 
of  your  nation  as  may  choose  to  carry 
on  commerce  with  the  now  open  port 
of  Charleston."    The  "  vessels"  thus. 


■•June  1. 

^  "  Hbadq*rs  Land  akd  Naval  Porobs,  ) 
**  Charleston,  S.  C,  Jan.  31.  f 

"At  about  5  o'dook  this  morning,  the  Confed- 
erate States  naval  foroe  on  this  station  attacked 
the  United  States  blockading  fleet  off  the  harbor 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  sunk,  dispersed, 
or  drove  off  and  out  of  sight  for  the  timoi  the  en- 
tire hostile  fleet 

"Therefore,  we,  the  undersigned,  commanders 
VOL.  IL — 30 


respectivelj  of  the  Confederate  States  naval  and 
land  foroes  in  this  quarter,  do  hereby  formally 
declare  the  blockade  by  the  United  States  of  the 
said  city  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  be 
raised  by  a  superior  force  of  the  Confederate 
States  fVom  and  after  this  31st  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1868. 

"  G.  T.  BsAURBOAKD,  General  ComMing. 

**  D.  N.  IKORAHAIL  PTag-offioer  Com*ding 
Naval  Forces  in  South  Carolina.** 
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invited  did  not  attempt  to  profit  by 
ihe  opportunity  thus  afforded  them, 
but  continued  to  steal  into  and  out 
of  that  harbor  during  the  dai^est 
nights  and  in  the  most  clandestine, 
Insidious  manner.  None  of  our  ves- 
sels were  sunk  or  lost — ^the  Mercedita 
having  been  deserted  by  her  captors, 
who  never  put  a  man  on  board — ^be- 
ing clearly  no  prize.  She  had  but 
8  men  killed  and  4  wounded;  the 
Keystone  had  20  killed-^mainly  by 
scalding — ^and  20  wounded. 


Gen.  Foster,  commanding  the  18th 
corps  in  North  Carolina,  having  been 
ordered  to.  South  Carolina,  to  coop- 
erate with  Coin.  Dupont  in  an  attack 
on  Charleston,  steamed  **  from  Beau- 
fort, N.  C,  with  12,000  excellent 
troops,  landing  them  at  EUlton  Head ; 
whence — ^finding  Com.  Dupont  not 
yet  ready — ^he  ran  up  to  Fortress 
Monroe  in  quest  of  siege^ns.  Qten. 
Hunter — ^to  whom  Foster's  advent 
had  been  a  complete  surprise — ^there- 
upon took  command  of  Foster's  men, 
broke  up  his  corps  6rganization,  and 
— ^this  exercise  of  authority  being  de- 
murred to — ordered  Foster's  staff  out 
of  his  department.  Foster  thereupon 
obtained  authority  from  Q^n.  Halleck 
to  return  to  his  own  department,  leav- 
ing his  12,000  men  to  serve  as  a  re- 
enforcement  to  Gen.  Hunter;  under 
whose  auspices,  in  conjunction  with 
Com.  Dupont,  the  contemplated  at- 
tack was  now  to  be  made.  Halleck's 
sending  of  Foster  into  Hunter's  de- 
partment without  notice  to  the  latter 
•  has  not  been  explained. 

Our  preparations  for  this  attack 
were  made,  so  far  as  possible,  at  Hil- 
ton Head :  the  iron-clads,  so  fast  as 
ready,  slipping  quietly,  one  by  one. 


to  their  appointed  rendezvoos  in  the 
mouth  of  the  North  Edisto  river, 
half  way  to  Charleston  harbor ;  wh^re 
they  were  all  finally  assembled,** 
awaiting  the  conditions  of  wind  and 
tide  deemed  most  favorable.  A  calm, 
dear  night,**  following  a  full  moon, 
proffered  the  awaited  conjuncture; 
and  Com.  Dupont  steamed*'  in  ftdl 
force  up  to  the  harbor  bar ;  shifting 
there  his  pennant  fit>m  the  gunboat 
James  Adgeir  to  the  stately,  mailed 
^^Ironsides,'  in  which  he  proposed  to 
direct  and  Aare  in  the  bombardment 
By  9  A.  H.  next  day,  his  fleet  had  all 
crossed  the  bar,  and  was  in  line  along 
the  east  shore  of  Morris  island,  head- 
ing toward  the  most  formidable  array 
of  rifled  great  guns  that  had  ever 
yet  tested  the  defensive  resources  of 
naval  warfare. 

The  iron-dads  thus  pitted  against 
the  tremendous  ordnance  of  Fort 
Sumter  and  her  satellites  were  the 
following : 

1.  Weehawken,  Oapt  John  Rodgers ; 

2.  Passaic,  Oapt  Peroival  Drartoa ; 
8.  Montauk,  Com'r  John  L.  Worden; 
4.  Patapsco,  Corner  Daniel  Ammen ; 

6.  New  Ironsides,  ComV  Thos.  Turner; 

6.  Oatskill,  Oom'rGeo.  W.  Rodgers; 

7.  Nantucket,  Com'r  Donald  M.  Fairfax; 

8.  Nahant,  Com'r  John  Downes ; 

9.  Keokuk,  Lt-ComV  Alex.  0.  Rhind; 

with  the  gunboats  Canandaigua,  Una- 
dilla,  Housatonic,  Wissahickon,  and 
Huron  in  reserve,  below  the  bar,  ready 
to  support  the  iron-clads  should  they 
attack  the  batteries  on  Morris  island. 
The  day  was  bright,  bland,  and 
warm — ^like  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
later  days  of  a  Northern  May--tlie 
air  of  midday  flashing  with  the  winga 
of  countless  butterflies— though  a 
slight  haze  or  sm'oke  in  the  morning 
so  obscured  remoter  objects  that  the 
landmarks  relied  on  to  give  bearings 


"Feb.  2. 


•April  3. 


•April  5. 


♦•April  6. 
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in  the  difficult  navigation  (for  vessels 
of  heavy  draft)  of  these  intricate 
channels  were  indistinguishable,  and 
the  advance  thereby  postponed  till  a 
gentle  northern  breeze  cleared  the 
sky.  But,  as  ebb-tide  came  at  11 
A.  If.,  and — ^the  bar  being  safely 
passed — that  was  deemed  the  stage 
of  water  best  fitted  to  the  steering  of 
those  clnmsy  alligators — ^it  is  not 
probable  that  our  plans  were  seriously 
deranged  by  this  circumstance. 

Let  us  improve  this  pause  to 
glance  at  the  scene,  as  it  imprinted 
itself  on  the  mind  of  an  observer," 
scanning  it  through  a  powerful  field- 


glass  from  the  Coast  Survey  steam- 
boat Bibb,  lying  in  the  Swash  chan- 
nel, three  miles  below  Sumter : 

"  We  are,  this  moment,  looking  directly 
np  into  the  harbor  and  the  city,  which  lies 
in  the  vista  beyond — its  wharves  and  ships, 
houses  and  steeples,  standing  oat  in  tne 
background  like  a  picture.  Steeples  and 
roofs  are  crowded  with  spectators;  the 
neighboring  shores  are  lined  with  onlookers, 
just  as  when,  now  two  years  ago,  less  two 
days,  the  same  spectators  stood  on  the  same 
coignes  of  vantage  to  see,  in  the  same  har- 
bor, another  bombardment,  while  another . 
flag  from  that  which  now  flaunts  in  our 
eyes,  floated  from  the  wdls  of  Sumter. 

"  We  are  facing  Fort  Sumter,  and  looking 
directly  up  the  harbor.  We  have,  accord- 
ingly, Suliivan^s  island  on  our  right,  and 
Morris  island  on  our  left.  These  two  isl- 
ands end  each  in  curved  points  of  land,  and. 


^  Mr.  William  Swinton,  correspondent  of  fht  New  York  IVme*. 
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at  their  nearest  approach,  are  separated  hy 
an  interval  of  a  mile,  formed  bj  the  en- 
trance to  the  harbor;  and,  just  in  the  mid- 
dle of  this  passage,  and  right  between  the 
two  points  of  land,  stands  Fort  Sumter, 
built  on  an  artit)cial  island  made  in  mid- 
channeL  Both  Mdrris  and  Sullivan^s  isl- 
ands are  scarcely  removed  above  the  level 
of  the  sea ;  which,  indeed,  would  probably 
invade  and  cover  them,  were  it  not  that  the 
margin  of  the  islands  on  their  sea-frontage 
is  marked  by  a  continuous,  narrow  strip  of 
low  sand-hills,  some  five  or  six  feet  in  height. 
Behind  the  second  ridge  of  the  islands,  are 
alternate  salt  marsh,  sand,  and  clumps  of 
wood  of  live-oak,  palmetto,  and  tangled  tro- 

Sical  undergrowths.  The  whole  coast  of 
outh  Carolina  and  Georgia  consists  of  a 
labyrinth  of  islands  and  islets  of  this  char- 
acter, round  which  reedy  creeks  and  rivers 
wind. 

"  With  Sullivan's  island  on  our  right,  we 
run  the  eye  up  to  its  upper  or  north  end, 
formed  by  Breach  inlet.  Guarding  this 
point,  is  Breach  inlet  battery — a  powerful 
sand- work,  having  a  circular,  dome-like, 
bomb-proof  magazine  in  its  center.  It  is, 
however,  three  miles  from  the  entrance  of 
the  harbor,  and  will  not  be  able  to  molest 
our  ships  on  their  passage.  Its  chief  value 
has  been  to  aid  blockade-runners;  as  it 
covers  Maffit's  channel  (the  passage  through 
which  the  ereat  majority  of  these  craft  run 
in)  from  the  approach  of  our  blookaders. 
At  present,  it  will  serve  to  oppose  our 
landing  troops  at  Breach  inlet,  should  the 
attempt  be  made.  Coming  down  along  the 
shore  of  Sullivan's  island,  from  Breach  inlet, 
we  next  reach  Fort  Beauregard,  a  powerful 
sand  battery,  mounting  very  heavy  guns, 
and  situatea  on  the  turn  of  the  island  a 
little  right  of  the  *  Moultrie  House'  hotel, 
from  which  it  is  separated  only  by  five 
intervening  sea-shore  houses.  Next,  to  the 
right  of  the  channel,  up  and  opposite  Fort 
Sumter,  is  Fort  Moultrie,  which  has  been 
prodigiously  strengthened  by  the  Rebel 
engineers,  both  in  its  means  of  offense  and 
of  defense.  Looking  up  the  harbor  and 
still  to  the  right,  the  eye  takes  in  the  exten- 
sive line  of  works,  en  CTemaillaire^  called 
the  Redan,  and  which  has  been  formed  by 
throwing  up  intrenohments  on  the  line  of 
the  breakwater  erected  some  years  ago  by 
the  United  States  Government,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  portion  of  the  harbor. 
Beyond  the  Redan,  up  near  the  head  of  the 
harbor,  on  an  island,  appears  Castle  Pinck- 
ney,  in  the  vista,  looking  like  the  Battery 
in  New  York  City  as  seen  from  the  sea- 
entranoe. 

"  So  fer  as  the  eye  can  see,  we  have  now 
exhausted  the  fortifications  on  the  right  hand 
aide  of  the  luirbor.    It  now  remains  briefly 


to  glance  at  those  that  Ime  the  left-hand 
side.  In  the  mean  while.  Fort  Sumter 
rises  up  conspicuously  before  us  in  mid- 
channel.  We  can  see  every  brick  in  its 
walls.  Two  faces  out  of  its  five,  and  two 
angles  only,  come  within  sight  from  our 
point  of  view :  namely,  the  south  face,  on 
which  the  sally-port  and  wharf  are  placed, 
and  the  eastern  face.  You  are  too  familiar 
with  the  general  features  of  this  historic 
work  to  make  any  description  necessary. 
It  was,  you  know,  pierced  for  two  tiers 
of  guns;  but  the  lower  embrasures  had 
been  filled  in  to  strengthen  it  From 
the  top  of  the  fort  frown  the  barbette 
guns,  which  comprise  all  the  heaviest 
portion  of  its  armament.  You  can  count 
distinctly  each  barbette  gun — one,  two, 
three,  four,  five  on  this;  one,  two,  three, 
four  on  that ;  and  so  on  all  around ;  and  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  the  ordnance  is  of  the 
most  formidable  character.  From  a  flag- 
staff on  one  of  the  angles  of  the  fort, 
floats  the  Confederate  flag ;  from  a  flag-staff 
on  the  opposite  angle,  floats  the  PaLnetto 
flag. 

**  Passing  now  to  the  left-hand  side  of  the 
harbor,  on  James  island,  we  first  have  the 
Wappoo  battery,  near  Wappoo  creek,  effec- 
tually commanding  the  embouchure  of 
Ashley  river  and  the  left  side  of  the  city. 
Next,  coming  down,  we  have  Fort  John- 
son ;  and,  between  it  and  Castle  Pinckney, 
on  an  artificial  island  raised  by  the  Rebels, 
on  the  *  middle  ground,'  is  Fort  Ripley. 
Coming  down  to  Cumming's  Point,  directly 
opposite  Moultrie,  is  the  Cumming's  Point 
battery,  named  by  the  Rebels  Battery  Bee, 
after  the  General  of  that  name;  south  of 
Battery  Bee,  on  Morris  island,  is  Fort  Wag- 
ner, a  very  extensive  sand  battery  of  the 
most  powerful  construction.  Half-way 
down  Morris  island,  again,  from  Fort  Wag- 
ner, is  ^  new  sand-work  erected  by  the 
Rebels  since  I  surveyed  the  ground  from 
the  blockading  fieet,  a  fortnight  ago.  Fi- 
nally, down  at  Lighthouse  inlet,  which  di- 
vides Morris  from  Folly  island,  is  another 
fortification,  guarding  against  an  attempt  at 
a  landing  at  that  point.  Such'  is  the  for- 
midable panorama  th^  eye  takes  in,  in 
sweeping  around  the  harbor  and  its  ap- 
proaches.'* 

And  now  let  the  same  observer  de- 
pict for  UB  the  low,  iron-backed  turtles 
about  to  crawl  up  and  try  conclu- 
sions with  these  yawning  craters  of 
brick  and  stone  and  iron,  so  soon  to 
burst  into  fierce  and  scathing  erup- 
tion: 
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"With  respect  both  to  the  obstacles  we 
are  to  meet,  and  the  engines  with  which  we 
are  to  meet  them,  every  thing  is  novel  and 
unprecedented.  Comparison  is  simply  im- 
possible ;  for,  where  there  are  no  points  of 
resemblance,  comparison  is  oat  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

"  But  can  you  imagine— if  one  were  per- 
mitted to  play  with  the  elements  of  time  and 
space — the  shade  of  Nelson  transferred  from 
his  gun-deck  off  Trafalgar,  after  but  little 
over  half  a  century,  and  placed  on  board  of 
one  of  those  iron  craft  before  us?  and  can  you 
imagine  the  sensations  of  that  consummate 
master  of  all  the  elements  of  naval  warfare 
as  known  in  his  day  ?  He  must  be  helpless 
as  a  child,  and  bewildered  as  a  man  in  a 
dream.  From  his  splendid  three-decker, 
the  Victory,  carrying  its  hundred  guns,  and 
towering  jnigestically  on  the  water,  which 
it  rides  like  a  thing  of  life,  he  finds  himself 
imnrisoned  in  an  iron  casing,  the  whole  hull 
and  frame  of  which  is  submerged  in  the 
water,  the  waves  washing  clean  over  its 
deck,  and  depending  for  its  defensive  power 
on  a  couple  of  guns  of  a  caliber  that  would 
astonish  him,  placed  in  a  circular  tower, 
rising  from  the  deck  amidships.  This  turret 
is  in  thickness  11  inches  of  wrought  iron, 
revolves  on  an  axis  by  the  delicate  appli- 
ances of  steam  engineering,  and  contains  the 
entire  armament  and  fighting  crew  of  the 
ship.  The  fire,  the  animation,  the  life,  of 
an  old-tdme  naval  fight,  when  men  gave  and 
took,  exposed  to  plain  view — when  ships 
foaght  yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  and  human 
nature  in  its  in  tensest  exaltation  appeared — 
are  here  wholly  out  of  the  question,  with 
the  combatants  shut  up  in  impenetrable  iron, 
and  delivering  their  fire  by  refined  process 
of  mathematical  and  mechanical  appliances. 

^*Nor  are  ^e  outward  shapes  of  these 
craft  less  divergent  from  all  that  the  world 
has  hitherto  seen  of  naval  nio.del8  than  are 
their  internal  economy  and  fighting  arrange- 
ments removed  from  all  previous  modes. 
The  migesty  of  a  first-class  man-of-war, 
wiUi  its  lines  of  beauty  and  strength,  on 
which  the  sssthetic  instincts  of  ages  have 
been  expended,  is  here  replaced  by  purelv 
geometrical  combinations  of  iron,  in  which 
the  one  paramount  and  all-controlling  con- 
sideration is  the  resisting  power  of  lines, 
angles,  and  surfaces.  As  they  stretch  in 
horrid  file  before  us,  along  the  shore  of 
Morris  island,  awaiting  the  signal  from  the 
flag-ship  to  move,  those  nine  ships,  compris- 
ing, the  three  different  models  represented 
by  the  Ironsides,  the  Monitors,  and  the  Keo- 
kuk, one  might  almost  fancy  that  some  of 
the  pachydermous  monsters  which  palffion- 
tology  brings  to  view  from  the  '  dark  back- 
ward and  abysm  of  time*  had  returned  in 
an  iron  resurrection ;  and  the  spectacle  they 


presented  to  the  Rebels  from  their  posts  of 
outlook  must  have  been  one  of  portentous 
grandeur. '* 

At  12i  F.  M.,  our  iron-clads  ad- 
vanced in  the  prescribed  order — ^to 
be  stopped  directly  by  the  anchor  ca- 
ble of  the  Weehawken,  in  the  van, 
becoming  fouled  with  iron  grapplings 
protruding  from  the  raft  at  her  bows, 
wherewith  she  was  expected  to  ex- 
plode any  torpedoes  and  clear  away 
any  obstructions  she  might  encoun- 
ter. An  hour  was  spent  in  putting 
this  right ;  and  then  our  fleet  moved 
on,  in  order:  each  vessel  passing  Mor- 
ris island  without  evoking  a  shot  from 
Fort  Wagner  or  Battery  Bee,  and 
meaning  to  make  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor  between  Fort  Sumter  and  Sul- 
livan's island  before  the  former,  at 
4:03  F.  !£.,  opened  on  the  Weehaw- 
ken  the  tremendous  broadside  of  her 
barbette  guns. 

And  now  there  dawned  upon  our 
perplexed  though  undaunted  com- 
mander a  revelation  of  the  great  and 
insuperable  difficulty  of  the  attack. 
That  our  nine  small  though  stanch 
vessels,  mounting  30  guns  in  all,  could 
last  long  under  the  fire  which  could 
be  concentrated  on  them  while  lying 
close  in  front  or  east  of  Fort- Sumter 
was  not  and  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected.  It  had  therefore  been  deter- 
mined, and  was  distinctly  prescribed 
in  Dupont's  order  of  battle,  that 

"The  squadron  will  pass  up  the  main 
ship  channel  without  returning  the  fire  of 
the  batteries  on  Morris  island,  unless  signal 
should  be  made  to  commence  action. 

"  The  ships  will  open  fire  on  Fort  Sumter 
when  within  easy  range,  and  will  take  up  a 
position  to  the  northward  and  westward  of 
that  fortification,  engaging  its  left  or  north- 
west face,  at  a  distance  of  from  1,000  to  800 
ya^s ;  firing  low,  and  aiming  at  the  center 
embrasure.*' 

But  there  were  other  plans  than 
ours  to  be  taken  into  account.    The 
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enemy's  engineers  were  quite  as  well 
aware  as  ours  of  the  relative  weak- 
ness of  the  north-west  face  of  Sumter 
(which  had  never  been  completed 
— ^the  fort  being  designed,  indeed,  to 
guard  the  harbor,  but  not  against  an 
offensive  so  formidable  and  persistent 
as  ours),  and  had  no  idea  of  allow- 
ing our  iron-clads  to  pass  their  heavi- 
est batteries  and  concentrate  their 
fire  upon  that  quarter.  Accordingly, 
when  the  Weehawken  had  come  fidly 
abreast  of  Sumter,  and  completely 
under  the  fire  of  Moultrie's  and  other 
batteries  as  well  as  hers,  she  found 
herself  confronted  by  a  stout  hawser 
buoyed  up  by  empty  casks,  stretching 
completely  across  the  channel  from 
the  north-west  angle  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter to  Moultrie,  and  festooned  vrith 
nets,  seines,  cables,  &c.,  attached  to 
torpedoes  below — all  contrived,  if  the 
torpedoes  failed  to  destroy  any  vessel 
which  might  attempt  to  break  the 
hawser,  at  least  to  foul  her  propeller 
and  deprive  her  crew  of  all  command 
over  her  movements,  leaving  her  to 
drift  helpless  and  useless  where  a  few 
hours  at  most  must  insure  her  demo- 
lition. 

Capt-  Eodgers  did  not  choose  to 
squander  his  vessel  so  recklessly; 
and,  after  a  brief  Jiesitation,  attempt- 
ed to  pass  westward  of  Fort  Sumter, 
between  that  and  Cumming's  Point : 
but  this  channel  was  found  obstruct- 
ed by  a  row  of  great  piles,  driven  far 
into  the  earth  and  rising  ten  feet 
libove  the  surface  of  the  water;  with 
another  row  stretching  across  its  en- 
tire width  a  mile  or  so  farther  up  the 
harbor ;  with  still  another  behind  this, 
backed  by  three  Rebel  iron-clads,  all 
smoking  and  roaring  in  concert  with 
the  forts  and  batteries  on  every  side. 
And  now,  as  if  our  embarrassmeiits 


were  too  trivial,  the  Ironsides  is 
caught  by  the  tide  and  veered  off  her 
course,  reftising  to  mind  her  helm, 
and  deranging  the  movements  of  her 
consorts:  the  Oatskill  and  ^Nantucket 
running  afoul  of  her  on  either  side, 
and  requiring  a  precious  quarter  of 
an  hour  to  get  clear  again.  This  con- 
strained Com.  Dupont  to  signal  the 
rest  of  the  fleet  to  disr^ard  the 
movements  of  the  Ironsides,  and4;ake 
the  positions  wherein  their  fire  would 
prove  most  effective.  Thus  directed, 
Lt.  Khind  ran  the  Keokuk  within  500 
yards  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  there  held 
her,  pouring  in  her  hottest  fire,  till 
she  was  riddled  and  sinking;  the 
Catskill  and  the  Montauk  being 
scarcely  farther  off.  Let  Ae  ob- 
server already  quoted  depict  for  us 
the  manner  of  serving  the  guns  in 
those 'narrow,  dim-lit  caverns,  the 
turrets  of  the  monitors : 

"  Could  you  look  through  the  smoke,  and 
through  the  flame-lit  ports,  into  one  of  thoao 
revolving  towers,  a  spectacle  would  meet 
your  eye  such  as  Vulcan's  stithy  might  pre- 
sent. Here  are  the  two  huge  guns  which 
form  the  armament  of  each  monitor — the 
one  11  and  the  other  15  inches  in  diameter 
of  bore.  The  gunners,  begrimed  with  pow- 
der and  stripped  to  the  waist,  are  loading 
the  gun.  The  allowance  of  powder — ^thirty- 
five  pounds  to  each  charge— is  passed  up 
rapidly  from  below ;  the  shot,  weighing  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  is  hoisted  up 
by  mechanical  appliances  to  the  muzzle  of 
the  gun,  and  rammed  home ;  the  gun  is  run 
out  to  the  port,  and  tightly  *  compressed  ;• 
the  port  is  open  for  an  instant,  the  captain 
of  the  gun  stands  behind,  lanyard  in  hand — 
'Ready,  fire!'  and  the  enormous  projeoUle 
rushes  through  its  huge  parabola,  with  the 
weight  of  ten  thousand  tons,  home  to  its 
mark." 

Foi*  half  an  hour  thereafter,  our 
sailors  maintained  the  unequal  and 
plainly  hopeless  contest — all  of  them 
under  the  fire  of  hundreds  of  the 
heaviest  and  best  rifled  guns  that 
could  be  made,  or  bought,  or  stolen. 
The  Rebel  gunners  had  been  direct- 
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ed  by  Beauregard,  then  in  chief  com- 
mand at  Charleston,  to  fire  very  de- 
liberately and  with  careful  aim ;  yet 
160  ahots  per  minute  were  counted : 
and  one  of  our  commanders  declared 
that  the  great  iron  bolts  of  the  ene* 
my  crashed  npon  the  decks  and  sides 
of  our  vessels  in  succession  as  rapid 
as  the  ticks  of  a  watch.  Most  of 
these,  of  eoursC)  rebounded  or  glanced 
off,,  and  were  added  to  tha  pavement 
of  the  harbor ;  but  even  these  often 
left  ugly  mementoes  of  their  hasty 
visit;  while  the  attentions  of  some 
were  fer  more  impressivOb  The  Na- 
hant  carried  off  thirteen  ugly  iMruises ; 
one  of  them  made  by  a  shot  which 
struck  her  pOot-house,  knocking  out 
several  of  its  bolts,  one  of  which 
wounded  all  three  of  the  inmates—- 
captain,  pilot,  and  quartermaster — > 
the  last  fat&lly.  Four  of  heat  crew 
were  injured  by  a  similar  injury  to 
her  turret.  The  Passaic  had  as 
many  wounds — one  of  them  from  a 
shot  which  passed  through  the  11- 
inch  plates  of  her  turret,  and  then 
bad  Ibrce  left  seriously  to  damage 
her  pilot-house  beyond.  The  Nan- 
tucket had,  among  others,  a  knock 
on  her  turret  whidi  so  derailed  it 
that  her  port  could  not  be  opened 
thereafter.  The  Ironsides  had  one 
of  her  port  shutters  shot  away ;  and 
the  Catskill  was  struck  by  a  bolt 
which  tore  through  her  deck-plating 
forward,  and  still  had  force  to  break 
an  iron  beam  beneath  it. 

But  the  Eeokuk,  though  not  tlie 
strongest  among  tiiem,  had  dared 
most  and  suffered  most.  She  was 
struck  90  times,  had  both  her  turrets 
riddled,  with  19  holes  through  her 
hull ;  some  of  them  so  large  that  a 


boy  might  have  crawled  through, 
while  her  commander  and  11  of  her 
crew  were  wounded,  five  of  them 
severely.  She  was  at  length  com- 
pelled to  draw  off,  mortally  injured, 
and,  limping  away  down  the  coast  of 
Morris  island  to  Lighthouse  inlet,, 
she  had  barely  been  relieved  of  her 
wounded,  wh^,  at  8  p.  m.,  she  sunk- 
•^the  last  of  her  crew  jumping  into» 
the  sea  as  she  went  down,  leavii^ 
only  the  top  of  her  smoke-stack  above, 
the  surface  of  the  wat^.  Threes 
hours  e^Her,  Com.  Dupont,  sedng 
half  his  vessels  disabled,  while  Sum- 
ter, though  somewhat  damagedi^ 
was  still  vocilbrous  and  belligerent 
as  ever-*-gave  the  signal  for  retirmg;' 
which  was  willingly,  though  not 
swiftly,  obeyed*^ 

The  iron-clad  attack  on  Fort  Sum- 
ter and  its  adjuncts  was  a  Mture-^ 
not  a  disaster.  We  lost  few  men, 
and  but  one  vessd ;  fbr  all  but  the 
Eeokuk  were  susceptible  of  easy  re- 
pair; while  the  expenditure  of  am- 
munition was  many  times  ^eatest 
on  the  side  of  the  Bebels,  and  (me 
that  they  could  not  afford  so  well  as 
we  could.  It  was  computed  that 
8,500  shots  were  fired  by  them  that 
day ;  the  value  of  which  was  hardly 
to  be  measured  by  Confederate  cur- 
rency in  its  then  advanced  stage  of 
decomposition.  Two  guns  on  Fori 
Sumter  were  disabled,  and  one  was 
burst ;  while  they  had  but  few  men 
injured  and  only  one  killed.  But 
their  exultation  over  our  repulse  was 
unbounded:  Beaur^ard,  for  once, 
hardly  going  beyond  the  average 
sentiment  in  averring,  in  his  general 
order,  that  **  the  happy  issue"  of  this 
conflict  had  ^^  inspired  confidence  in 


*■  "  Half  a  dozen  pock-marks  show  conspicu- 
ous; whfle  a  hugo  crater  is  formed  in  the  para- 


pet near  the  easteru  angle,**  reports  Mr.  Swintoa 
aforesaid. 
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the  country  that  our  ultimate  success 
will  be  complete." 

Qen,  Hunter  had  a  supporting 
force  of  some  4,000  men,  under 
Gen.  Truman  Seymour,  carefully 
concealed  behind  a  thicket  of  palms 
just  below  lighthouse  inlet,  with 
pontoons,  guns,  &c.,  all  ready  to 
rush  across  to  Morris  island  and 
attack  the  Bebel  forces  stationed 
thereon — either  party  screening  its 
position  and  numbers  by  the  usual 
picket-firing  at  the  fix)nt.  When  it 
was  made  manifest  that  Dupotit  was 
worsted,  Adjutant  Halpine  was  sent 
with  all  haste  to  Seymour  with  or- 
ders to  desist :  so  no  useless  slaugh- 
ter on  land  intensified  the  bitterness 
of  our  failure  on  the  water. 

The  Bebels  say  Uiat  a  blockade* 
runner  in  the  haroor  during  the 
fight  ran  out  through  our  fleet  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  night,  unperceived 
or  unsuspected ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
our  gunboat  Geoige  Washington, 
reconnoitering  next  day,"  up  Broad 
river,  having  got  aground,  was  at- 
tacked by  a  party  of  Eebels,  who 
succeeded  in  throwing  a  shell  into 
her  magazine  and  blowing  her  up ; 
killing  2  and  wounding  8  of  the  8d 
E.  I.  Artillery. 

Dupont,  like  most  old  sailors,  was 
naturally  partial  to  fighting  on  deck, 
and  not  a  lover  of  iron-clads.  The 
issue  of  this  struggle  ripened  his 
distrust  into  detestation.  He  had 
failed,  with  1,000  men  and  30  guns, 
to  take,  at  the  first  effort,  Vhat  was 
probably  the  best  fortified  seaport 
on  earth,  defended  by  at  least  ten 
times  his  force  in  men  and  metal ; 
and  he  utterly  refused  to  repeat  the 
experiment.         

There  were  no  movements  there- 


after in  South  Carolina  under  Hun- 
ter; save  that  CoL  Montgomery, 
with  300  of  his  2d  S.  C.  (negroes)  on 
two  steamboats,  went**  25  mUes  up 
the  Combahee  river,  burnt  a  pon- 
toon-bridge, with  some  private  pro- 
perty, and  brought  away  727  very 
willhig  slaves — all  that  they  could 
take,  but  not  nearly  all  that  wished 
to  be  taken.  The  2d  S.  C.  recruited 
two  full  companies  out  of  ^  the  spoils.' 


The  Fingal,  a  British-built  block- 
ade-runner, which  had  slipped  **  into 
Savannah  with  a  valuable  cargo  of 
arms,  and  been  loaded  with  cotton 
for  her  return,  found  herself  unable, 
especially  after  the  fall  of  Pulaski, 
to  slip  out  again;  and,  after  many 
luckless  attempts,  was  unloaded,  and 
iron-clad  into  what  was  esteemed  a 
high  state  of  warlike  efficiency — 14 
months  having  been  devoted  to  the 
work.  She  was  now  christened  the 
Atlanta,  and,  wafted  from  the 
wharves  of  Savannah  by  a  breeze  of 
prayers  and  good  wishes,  moved 
down  the  inlet  known  as  Wilming- 
ton river  into  Warsaw  sound,  at- 
tended by  two  gunboats  and  intent 
on  belligerency.  Meantime,  two  poor 
Irishmen,  tired  of  the  Confederacy, 
had  escaped  to  Hilton  Head,  and 
there  revealed  the  character  of  the 
craft  and  the  nature  of  her  seaward 
errand.  Hunter^s  Adjutant,  Hal- 
pine,  a  brother  Irishman,  who  had 
wormed  out  their  secret,  by  the  help 
of  a  fluid  wliich  seldom  fails  to  un- 
loose the  Celtic  tongue,  at  once  sped 
the  information  to  Dupont;  who 
forthwith  dispatched  the  Weehawken 
and  the  Nahant  to  Warsaw  sound, 
wherein  the  Cimarone  alone  had 
been  previously  stationed. 


**  April  8. 


*»Juiiei. 


•  Not.  12,  1861. 
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Oapt.  Jolin  Eodgers,  in  the  Wee- 
hawken,  had  been  several  days  in 
Warsaw  sound  ere  the  Atlanta  made 
her  appearance.  At  length,  jnst 
after  daylight,"  he  espied  her  emerg- 
ing from  WUmington  river,  with  the 
Eebel  flag  deflwtly  exalted.    Per- 

•ceiving  his  approach,  the  Atlanta 
sent  him  a  ball,  then  halted  to  await 
his  coming.  The  Eebel  tenders,  it 
was  said,  had  only  come  down  to 
tow  up  the  prizes,  leaving  the  At- 
lanta at  liberty  to  pursue  her  victori- 
ous career :  their  decks  being  crowded 
with  ladies,  who  had  voyaged  from 
Savannah  to  enjoy  the  spectacle  and 
exult  over  the  victory. 

But  there  was  not  much  of  a 
fight— certainly  not  a  long  one. 
Rodgers  disdained  to  aiftwer  the 
Bebel's  fire  till  he  had  shortened  the 

•intervening  distance  to  300  yards; 

wwhen,  sighting  his  15-inch  gun,  he 
struck  and  sliivered  the  shutter  of  one 
of  her  port-holes,  with  the  iron  and 
wood-work  adjacent.  Loading  and 
sighting  again,  he  fired  and  struck 
her  iron  pilot-house;  carrying  it  away 
bodily,  and  severely  wounding  two 
of  her  three  pilots.  His  next  shot 
grazed  the  wreck  of  what  had  been 
tiie  pilot-house;  his  fifth,  fired  at 
100  yards'  distance,  smashed  through 
her  side,  bending  in  her  four  inches 
of  iron  armor,  shivering  eight  inches 
of  plank,  killing  one  and  wounding 
18  of  her  gunners ;  passing  through 
and  falling  into  the  water.  Here- 
upon, the  Eebel  fiag  came  down  and 
a  white  one  went  up ;  just  26  min- 
utes after  Eodgers  first  descried  his 
antagonist;  and  15  after  she  had 
opened  the  battle.  Her  consorts 
slunk  away  unharmed ;  their  passen- 
gers returning  to  advise  their  fellow- 


citizens  tbat  raising  the  siege  of 
Charleston  was  not  so  easy  a  task  as 
they  had  fondly  supposed  it.  The 
Atlanta,  it  now  appeared,  had 
grounded,  broadside  to,  just  as  she 
began  the  fight,  but  had  nevertheless 
fired  briskly  and  harmlessly  to  the 
end  of  it.  She  had  4  large  guns  and 
165  men.  

Gen.  Quincy  A.  Gillmore  having 
relieved  Gen.  Hunter,**  as  Com.  Dahl- 
gren  soon  aft«r  relieved**  Com.  Du- 
pont,  movements  were  at  once  set  on 
foot  looking  to  systematic  operations 
against  Fort  Sumter  and  Charleston. 
To  a  comprehension  of  these  move- 
ments, a  preliminary  glance  at  the 
situation  seems  necessary. 

Gen.  Gillmore  found  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  South  a  total  force 
of  17,463  officers  and  soldiers — the 
most  of  them  veterans  of  approved 
quality,  in  good  part  brought  thither 
by  Foster.  Considering  the  naval 
cooperation  that  might  at  all  times 
be  counted  on,  his  real  force  must, 
for  all  purposes  except  that  of  a  de- 
termined advance  into  the  he^ist  of 
the  enemy's  territory,  have  been  ftdly 
equal  to  20,000  men.  For  defense, 
against  any  but  a  sudden  attack  or 
surprise,  it  was  hardly  less  than 
25,000.  But  he  had  so  many  posts 
to  hold  in  a  hostile  region,  and  such 
an  extensive  line  (250  miles)  to  picket, 
that  11,000  was  the  very  utmost  that 
he  could  venture  to  concentrate  for 
any  oflfensive  purpose  that  might  not 
be  consuinmated  within  a  few  days 
at  farthest.  And  he  had,  apart  from 
the  navy,  96  heavy  guns  (all  service- 
able but  12  13-inch  mortars,  which 
proved  too  large,  and  were  left  un- 
used), with  an  abundance  of  muni- 
tions, engineering  tools,  &c. 


*»  Juno  17,  1863. 


*•  June  13. 


'  July  6. 
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He  found  our  forces  in  quiet  pos- 
seesion  of  nearly  or  quite  bH  the  Sea 
islands  west  of  the  Stono,  with  Sea* 
lNX)ok  and  FoUj  islands,  east  of  that 
inlet.  Our  pickets  still — as  on  the 
day  of  Dupont's  attack— confronted 
those  of  the  enemy  across  Lighthouse 
inlet,  which  separates  these  from  Mor- 
ris idand. 

Gillmore's  plan  of  operations — 
oarefrilly  matured  before  he  entered 
upon  his  command — contemplated  a 
descent  by  surprise  on  the  south  end 
of  Morris  island — well  known  to  be 
strongly  fortified  and  held — ^which, 
being  taken,  was  to  be  firmly  held  as 
a  base  for  operations  against  Fort 
"Wagner,  a  strong  and  heavily  armed 
ear^work  at  the  n<Nih  end  of  that 
island,  2,600  yards  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter, held  by  a  strong  garrison  under 
Col.  Lawrence  M.  Keitt.  This  car- 
ried, the  less  formidable  earthwork 
a(t  Cumming's  Point,  on  the  extreme 
north,  must  fall,  enabling  us  to  plant 
batteries  within  a  mUe  of  Sumter, 
and  within  extreme  shelling  distance 
of  Charleston  itself.  Thus,  even  prior 
to  the  reduction  of  Sumter,  it  was 
calculated  that  our  iron-clads  might 
pass  that  fortress,  remore  the  chan- 
nel obstructions,  run  the  batteries  on 
James  and  Sullivan's  islands,  and  go 
up  to  the  city.  To  distract  the  ene- 
my's attention  and  prevent  a  concen- 
tration of  forces  from  a  distance  to 
resist  our  establishment  on  Morris 
island — ^which  Gillmore  regarded  as 
the  most  critical  point  in 'his  pro- 
gramme— Gen.  A.  S.  Terry  was  sent 
up  the  Stono  to  make  a  demonstra- 
tion on  James  island ;  while  Col.  Hig- 
gioson,  steaming  up  the  Edisto,  was 
to  make  a  freeh  attempt  to  cut  the 
railroad,  so  as  to  prevent  the  recep- 


ti(m  of  rSenforcements  from  Savan- 
nah. 

Save  as  a  distraction  of  the  enemy, 
this  latter  movement  proved  a  fail- 
ure. CoL  Eigginson,  with  800  men 
and  3  guns,  on  the  gunboat  John 
Adams  and  two  transports,  pushed^ 
up  the  Edisto,.  making  an  opening 
through  a  row  of  piles  at  Wiltown, 
to  within  two  miles  of  the  railroad 
bridge ;  hxit  he  was  so  long  detained 
here  as  to  lose  the  tide ;  so  that  the 
two  transports,  going*  farther  up,  re- 
peatedly grounded,  and  found  the 
bridge  defended  by  a  6-gun  battery,, 
whereby  Higginson  was  worsted  and 
beaten  off;  being  compelled  to  bum 
the  tug  Gov.  Milton,  as  she  could 
not  be  floated.  He  balanced  the  ac- 
count by  lUringing  off  200  negroes.. 

Terry's  movement  was  successful, 
not  only  in  calling  oS  the  enemy's 
attention  Srara  the  real  p<Hnt  of  dan- 
ger, but  in  drawing  away  a  p<»*tion 
of  their  forces  from  Morris  island, 
where  they  were  needed,  to  James 
island,  where  they  were  not* 

FoUy  island — a  kmg,  narrow  beach 
or  sand-spit,  skirting  the  Atlantic 
ocean  south  of  the  entrance  to 
Charleston  inner  harbor — is,  like 
most  of  the  adjacent  islands,  barely 
elevated  above  the  sea-level,  and  in 
purt  flooded  by  the  highest  tides. 
Though  naked  for  half  a  mile  toward 
the  north  end,  it  is,  for  the  most 
part,  densely  wooded ;  and  ridges  of 
sand,  covered  by  a  thick  screen  of 
forest  and  underbrush  along  Light- 
house inlet,  effectually  shield  it  fi^m 
observation  from  Morris  island.  Here 
Saxton  found  Gten.  Vogdes  firmly 
posted,  alert  and  vigilant,  and  gradu- 
ally, circumspectly  strengthened  him 
without  attracting  hostile  observation 
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till  he  had  47  guns  in  battery  within 
speaking  distance  of  the  Bebel  pick- 
ets, with  200  rounds  of  ammnnition 
and  all  necessary  appliances  foi'  each 
— ^the  Rebel  batteries  right  inhisfront 
being  intent  6n  destroying  a  block- 
ade-nmner  which  had  been  chased 
aground  by  our  cruisers  just  south 
of  the  entrance  to  Lighthouse  inlet. 
Meantime^Gen.Terry's  division,4,000 
strong,  and  Gren.  Strong's  brigade  of 
2,500,  were  quietly  transferred  to  Fol- 
ly island,  under  the  cover  of  darkness, 
and  kept  out  of  s%ht,  while  Vogdes 
made  a  great  parade  of  strengthening 
his  defenses  as  though  he  apprehend- 
ed an  attack. 

At  length,  all  being  ready,  Gten. 
Terry,  with  8,800  men,  was  con- 
veyed" trp  the  Stono,  and  menaced 
the  Rebel  works  on  the  south  end  of 
James  island ;  while  2,000  men,  un- 
der Gen.  Strong,  wei^  silently  em- 
barked" on  small  boats  in  Folly  riv- 
er, and  rowed  stealthily  to  the  junc- 
tion of  Lighthouse  inlet ;  where  they 
were  halted,  behind  a  screen  of 
marsh-grass,  while  Vogdes's  batteries 
on  the  north  end  of  Folly  island 
broke,  at  daylight,"  the  slumbers  of 
th^  unsuspecting  foe.  Dahlgren's 
irbn-clads,  Catskill,  Montauk,  Ka- 
hant,  and  Weehawken,  forthwith 
opened  a  cross-fire,  which  they  main- 
tained throughout  the  day ;  address- 
ing their  civilities  for  the  most  part 
to  the  tranquilizing  of  Fort  Wagner. 

After  two  hours'  cannonade.  Gen, 
Strong  threw  his  men  ashore,  disre- 
garding a  hot  fire  of  Rebel  artillery 
and  musketry,  and,  by  9  a.  m.,  we 
had  carried  all  the  enemy's  batteries 
on  the  south  end  of  Morris  island, 
and  held  three-fourths  of  that  island 
firmly,  with  our  skirmishers  pushed 


up  to  within  musket-shot  of  Fort 
Wagner.  The  intense  heat  and  the 
exhaustion  of  our  soldiers,  who  had 
been  under  arms  all  night,  here  ar- 
rested operatitms  for  the  day.  Eleven 
heavy  guns,  with  much  camp  equip- 
age, were  ihe  main  trophies  of  our 
success. 

Next  morning,  at  5,  Gen.  Strong 
led  his  men  to  an  assault  cm  Fort 
Wi^er,  whereof  they  reached  the 
parapet ;  but  were  here  met  by  so 
Withering  a  fire  that  they  recoiled, 
with  but  moderate  loss.  Thus  far^ 
our  casualties  on  this  island  were 
150 ;  those  of  the  l&bels  were  offi- 
cially reported  by  Beatu^^ard  at  300. 

Convinced  by  this  failure  &at  the 
fortress  was  very  much  stronger  than 
it  had  been  stipposed,  and  could  oAly 
be  taken  by  regular  ap^oaehes, 
Gillmore  now  sat  down  before  it,-  in 
ftill  view  of  the  fact  that  the  enetny 
could  concentrate  here  at  any  time  a 
force  fiu:  larger  than  that  which  as- 
sailed theto.  But  the  narrowness  of 
the  island,  while  it  constrained  the 
besi^ers  to  work  directly  and  con- 
stantly under  the  fire  of  the  fort,  pre- 
cluded fianking  sallies,  and  rendered 
an  accumulation  here  of  force  by 
the  enemy  of  little  practical  account. 
And,  beside,  every  offensive  move- 
ment on  their  part  must  be  made 
under  the  enfilading  fire  of  our  gun- 
boats; which  constantly  aided  to 
shield  our  working  parties  from  a  fu- 
sillade that,  destructive  at  best,  would 
else  have  been  insupportable. 

General  Terry,  on  James  island, 
was  attacked  at  daybreak  **  by  a 
more  numerous  Rebel  force  of  Geor- 
gians, just  arrived  from  Virginia, 
who,  expecting  to  surprise  him,  ad- 
vanced rapidly,  driving  in  the  64th 
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Mass.,  then  on  picket  duty;  but  they 
found  Terry  wide  awake  and  ready, 
with  the  gunboats  Pawnee,  Huron, 
Marblehead,  John  Adams,  and  May- 
flower at  hand ;  by  whose  aid  they 
were  easily  driven  off,  with  a  loss  of 
some  200.  Ours  was  100.  Terry 
proceeded  to  Morris  island  forthwith, 
to  share  in  the  meditated  grand  as- 
sault on  Fort  Wagner. 

The  preliminary  bombardment  was 
to  have  opened  at  daylight;**  but 
a  terrible  storm  had  so  delayed  our 
preparations  and  dampened  our  pow- 
der that  it  did  not  actually  commence 
till.  12i  P.M.  From  that  time  till 
dark,  the  rain  of  fire  from  our  semi- 
circle of  batteries,  ranged  across  the 
island  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,  while 
our  iron-clads,  moving  up  to  within 
a  few  hundred  yards,  poured  in  their 
heaviest  missiles,  regardless  of  the 
fire  of  the  fort  and  that  of  Sumter. 
"Wagner,  in  fact,  kept  but  two  great 
guns  at  work ;  her  men  lying  close 
in  their  bomb-proofs,  till,  their  flag 
being  shot  away,  a  dozen  or  so  in- 
stantly swarmed  out  to  replace  it ; 
when  they  as  quickly  disappeared. 
On  our  side,  fully  a  hundred  great 
guns  steadily  thundered ;  the  diells 
of  our  monitors  often  throwing  up 
clouds  of  sand  which  must  have 
nearly  choked  the  entrance  to  the 
garrison's  bomb-proof;  tearing  the 
fort  out  of  all  regularity  of  outline, 
all  appearance  of  structure  or  sym- 
metry. By  many  on  our  side,  it  was 
fondly  counted  that  her  bomb-proof 
must  have  been  pierced  and  riddled, 
her  garrison  shattered  and  routed, 
by  that  tremendous  bombardment. 

Events  proved  how  sadly  mistaken 
were  all  such  sanguine  calculations. 
The  garrison  had  lain  all  day  in  their 


bomb-proof  substantially  tmharmed : 
returning,  for  appearance's  sake,  per* 
haps  one  shot  for  every  five  hundred 
hurled  at  them,  but  r^rving  their 
strength  and  their  iron  for  the  sterner 
ordejd  which  they  felt  to  be  at  hand."*^ 

As  the  day  declined,  the  roar  of 
our  great  guns,  no  longer  incessant, 
was  renewed  at  longer  and  longer  in- 
tervals, and  finally  ceased;  our  iron- 
clads, save  the  Montauk,  returning 
to  their  anchorage;  while  a  thunder- 
storm burst  over  land  and  sea ;  sharp 
fiashes  of  lightning  intermitting  and 
intensifying  the  fast  coming  dark- 
ness, as  our  leaders,  galloping  hither 
and  thither,  perfected  their  disposi- 
tions for  the  pending  assault. 

Our  men  were  formed  in  three 
brigades:  the  first,  led  by  Gen. 
Strong,  consisting  of  the  64th  Mas- 
sachusetts (colored),  CoL  Kobert  Q. 
Shaw,  the  6th  Connecticut,  Col.  Chat- 
field,  the  48th  New  York,  Col.  Bar- 
ton, the  8d  New  Hampshire,  CoL 
Jackson,  the  76th  Pennsylvania,  CoL 
Strawbridge,  and  the  9th  Maine, 
CoL  Emery :  the  54th  Mass.  having 
been  assigned  to  this  brigade  at  the 
request  of  its  young  Colonel,  between 
whom  and  Gen.  Strong  a  warm  fit- 
tachment  had  sprung  up  during  their 
brief  acquaintance,  formed  and  ripen- 
ed in  the  field.  Shaw's  was  the  first 
colored  regiment  organized  in  a 
Free  State ;  audit  shared  his  anxiety 
to  prove  that  it  was  not  in  vain  that 
Blacks  as  well  as  Whites  had  been 
summoned  to  battle  for  their  country 
and  the  Freedom  of  Man.  In  order 
to  be  here  in  season,  it  had  been  for 
two  days  marching  through  heavy 
sands  and  working  its  way  across 
cre^s  and  inlets,  unsheltered  through 
the  pelting  rains  of  the  intervening 
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nights :  only  reaching  at  6  p.  m.  Gen. 
Strong's  headquarters,  abont  midway 
of  the  island,  where  it  was  halted  five 
minutes;  but  there  was  now  no  time 
for  rest  or  food,  and  it  went  forward, 
hungry  and  weary,  to  take  its  place 
in  the  front  line  of  the  assaulting 
column.  That  column,  advancing  a 
few  hundred  yards  under  a  random 
fire  from  two  or  three  great  guns, 
halted  half  an  hour,  during  which 
the  54th  was  addressed  by  Gen. 
Strong  and  by  its  Colonel ;  and  then 
— as  the  dusk  was  deepening  rapidly 
into  darkness — ^the  order  to  advance 
was  given,  and,  under  a  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  from  "Wagner,  Sumter,  and 
Cumming's  Point,  our  soldiers  moved 
swiftly  on. 

The  distance  traversed  at  double- 
quick  was  perhaps  half  a  mile ;  but 
not  many  had  fallen  imtil  the  pierced 
but  unshaken  column  had  almost 
reached  the  ditch  and  were  within 
short  musket-range  of  the  fort,  when 
a  sheet  of  fire  from  small  arms  light- 
ed up  the  enshrouding  darkness,  while 
howitzers  in  the  bastions  raked  the 
ditch  as  our  men  swept  across  it,  and 
hand-grenades  from  the  parapet  tore 
them  as  they  climbed  the  seamed  and 
ragged  face  of  the  fort  and  planted 
their  colors  for  a  moment  on  the  top. 
Here  fell  Col.  Shaw,  struck  dead; 
here,  or  just  in  front,  fell  Gen. 
Strong,  mortally  wounded,  with  Col. 
Chatfield  and  many  noble  officers 
beside;  while  Cols.  Barton,  Green, 
and  Jackson,  were  severely  wounded. 
The  remnant  of  the  brigade  recoiled 
under  the  command  of  Maj.  Plymp- 
ton,  3d  N.  H. ;  while  all  that  was  left 
of  the  54th  Mass.  was  led  off  by  a 
boy,  Lt.  Higginson. 

The  first  brigade  being  thus  de- 
molished, the  second  went  forward, 


led  by  Col.  H.  S.  Putnam,  7th  New 
Hampshire,  whose  regiment,  with 
the  62d  Ohio,  Col.  Steele,  the  67th 
ditto,  Col.  Voorhees,  and  the  100th 
N.  York,  Col.  Dandy,  was  now  re- 
quired to  attempt  what  a  stronger 
brigade  had  proved  impossible. 

There  was  no  shrinking,  however, 
imtil,  after  half  an  hour's  bloody 
combat  before  and  upon  the  fort — 
CoL  Putnam  having  been  kiUed,  and 
a  large  portion  of  his  subordinates 
either  killed  or  wounded — ^no  sup- 
ports arriving,  the  remains  of  the 
brigade,  like  the  first,  fell  back  into 
the  friendly  darkness,  and  made  their 
way,  as  they  best  co.uld,  to  our  lines, 
as  the  Kebel  yell  of  triumph  from 
"Wagner  rose  above  the  thunder  of 
their  guns  from  Sumter  and  Cum- 
ming's  Point. 

In  this  fearful  assault,  we  lost  fuUy 
1,500  men;  while  the  Eebel  killed 
and  wounded  did  not  much  exceed 
100.  There  were  few  or  no  prisoners 
taken,  save  our  severely  wounded: 
and  the  Eebels  say  they  buried  600 
of  our  dead.  Among  these  was  Col. 
Shaw — ^a  hereditary  Abolitionist — 
on  whom  they  vainly  thought  to 
heap  indignity  by  "  burying  him  in 
the  same  pit  with  his  niggers."  His 
relatives  and  friends  grateftilly  ac- 
cepted the  fitting  tribute  ;*  and  when 
in  due  time  a  shaft  shall  rise  from 
the  free  soil  of  redeemed  Carolina 
above  that  honored  grave,  it  will  per- 
petuate, alike  for  leader  and*  for  led, 
the  memory  of  their  devotion  to  the 
holy  cause  whereto  they  offered  up 
their  lives  a  willing  sacrifice. 

Fort  "Wagner  being  thus  proved, 
at  a  heavy  cost,  impregnable  to  as- 
sault—  GUlmore — at  once  General 
commanding  and  Eugineer-in-Chief 
— ^resumed  tiie  work  of  its  reduction 
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l>7  regular  approaches.  Among  the 
difficultieB  to  be  confronted  was  the 
narrowness  of  the  neck  of  dry  land 
along  which  those  approaches  mnst 
be  carried:  the  fort  covering  the 
entire  width  of  the  island  where  it 
stood;  whereas,  at  the  point  where 
we  commenced  to  run  our  parallels, 
it  is  but  a  third,  and  at  a  point  still 
nearer  the  fort,  is  but  a  tenth  so 
wide.  The  faces  of  the  fort  were 
mutually  defensive,  and  it  was  pro- 
vided with  a  sluice-gate  for  retaining 
in  its  ditch  the  water  admitted  at  the 
highest  tides.  The  problem  was 
complicated  by  the  cross-fire  from 
Sumter,  Cumming's  Point,  and  se- 
veral heavy  batteries  on  James  isl- 
and. Its  garrison  could  at  all  times 
be  readily  supplied  and  reenforced 
from  Charleston ;  while  the  besi^ers 
were  embarrassed,  and  their  opera- 
tions retarded,  by  the  knowledge  that 
they  might  at  any  moment  be  as- 
sailed without  notice  by  a  force  of 
twice  or  thrice  their  strength,  sud- 
denly concentrated  by  railroad  from 
the  Bebel  armies  in  any  part  of  the 
Confederacy. 

Within  five  days  after  the  bloody 
repulse  of  the  18th,  a  row  of  inclined 
palisading  had  been  stretched  across 
the  island,  some  200  yards  in  advance 
of  our  front,  with  every  added  pre- 
caution against  a  sortie  that  experi- 
ence suggested,  a  bomb-proof  maga- 
zine constructed,  and  a  first  parallel 
opened,  with  8  siege  and  fidd-guns 
and  10  siege  mortars  in  position,  be- 
side three  *  Bequa  batteries'  of  rifle- 
barrels,  designed  mainly  for  defen- 
sive service  if  needed.  And  now  "  a 
second  parallel  was  opened,  600 
yards  in  advance  of  the  first,  in 
which    heavy    breaching    batteries 


were  established  so  soon  as  might be^: 
their  guns  being  trained  partly  upon 
Fort  Wagner  and  Battery  Gregg 
behind  it,  and  partly  upon  Fort 
3umter :  fire  being  opened  on  the 
latter,  at  a  distance  of  two  miles, 
from  two  8-inch  and  five  lOO-pounder 
rifled  Parrotts.  Meantime,  a  breach- 
ing battery  of  two  200-pounder  rifled 
Parrotts  and  two  80-pounder  Whit- 
worths,  likewise  intended  for  Fort 
Sumter,  had  been  established  by  CoL 
Serrell  in  the  first  parallel,  which 
was  manned  by  Admiral  Dahlgrea 
from  the  navy,  under  Captain  Fox- 
hall  A.  Parker;  and  which,  in  one 
week"  of  service,  made  a  decided 
change  in  the  physiognomy  of  that 
obstinate  structure.  Com'r  Gteo.  W. 
Bodgers^  of  the  Catskill,  was  kiUed. 
Still  other  breaching  batteries  were 
simultaneously  established  on  the 
left,  800  yards  farther  from  Sumter, 
which  participated  in  the  bombard- 
ment of  that  fort,  and  contributed  to 
its  measurable  success. 

All  these  extensive  and  difficult 
works  were  of  course  pushed  forward 
mainly  under  the  cover  of  darkness, 
which  did  not  cause  an  intermission  of 
the  enemy's  fire,  but  materially  inter- 
fered with  the  accuracy  of  his  aim. 
The  advancing  over  deep  sand  and 
mounting,  under  fire,  of  the  great 
guns  employed  in  these  operations, 
was  a  most  arduous  labor,  taxing  the 
strength  as  well  as  patience  and 
courage  of  all  engaged. 

Gen.  Gillmore  had  long  since"  re- 
solved to  establish  a  battery  in  the 
marsh  westward  of  Morris  island,  at 
a  point  whence  he  believed  it  practi- 
cable to  reach  the  wharves  and  ship- 
ping of  Charleston,  and  had  directed 
CoL  Serrell  to  make  the  requisite  ex- 
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aminatioiis.  The  marsli  here  was  a 
bed  of  soft,  black  mud,  16  to  18  feet 
deep,  overgrown  with  reeds  and  grass, 
traversed  by  tortnous,  sluggish  wat«r- 
courses,  and  overflowed  at  high  tide. 
Here,  at  a  point  midway  between 
Morris  and  James  islands,  fiilly  five 
miles  from  the  lower  end  of  Charles- 
ton, on  a  capacions  and  substantial 
.  platform  of  logs,  placed  directly  on 
the  surface  of  the  marsh,  but  strength- 
ened, beneath  its  gun  platform,  by 
piles,  driven  through  the  mud  into 
the  solid  sand  below — ^the  rectangu- 
lar space  inclosed  by  them  being 
filled  in  with  sand — was  established 
the  *  Marsh  Battery;'  mounting  a 
single  8-inch  rifled  Parrott,  named 
by  the  soldiers  *  the  Swamp  Angel.^ 
Protected  by  a  sand-bag  parapet  and 
epaulement,  it  was  soon  made  ready 
to  transmit  the  compliments  of  the 
besiegers  to  the  heart  of  the  Bebel- 
lion. 

When  all  was  ready,  fire  was 
opened^  with  shot  and  shell,  from 
twelve  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  on 
Sumter,  "Wagner,  and  the  Cumming's 
Point  batteries,  but  mainly  on  Sum- 
ter— ^the  breaching  guns  being  served 
with  great  care  and  deliberation — 
the  distance  of  our  batteries  from 
Sumter  varying  from  3,428  to  4,290 
yards,  or  from  two  to  two  and  a  half 
miles.  Those  in  the  second  parallel 
were  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from 
"Wagner,  which,  though  somewhat  im- 
peded by  a  cross-fire  from  our  iron- 
clads, at  times  caused  a  partial  sus- 
pension of  our  bombardment ;  while 
a  heavy  north-easter,  raging  on  two 
days,**  seriously  affected  the  accuracy 
of  our  fire  at  distant  Sumter ;  which 
the  Bebels  were  constantly  strength- 
ening by  sand-bags  so  fast  as  it  was 


demolished  by  our  shot  Tet  Gill- 
more  ceased  firing  on  the  23d,  be- 
cause he  considered,  and  reported  to 
Halleck,  that  Fort  Sumter,  as  an 
offensive  work,  was  now  practically 
demolished :  its  barbette  guns  being 
mainly  dismounted;  its  stately  and 
solid  walls  reduced  to  a  heap  of  un- 
sightly ruins,  whence  most  of  the 
guns  were  gradually  withdrawn  by 
night,  because  no  longer  capable  of 
effective  service  upon  or  within  its 
walls ;  and  its  garrison  of  artillerists 
exchanged  for  one  mainly  of  infan- 
try, who  were  tolerably  safe  in  the 
bomb-proo&  covered  by  its  sheltering 
ruins,  but  capable  neither  of  imped* 
ing  our  approaches  to  "Wagner  nor 
offering  fofmidable  resistance  to  our 
iron-clads. 

Gillmore  now  expected  the  iron- 
clads to  force  their  way  into  the  in- 
ner harbor  and  up  to  the  city,  which 
he  deemed  no  longer  defensible 
against  our  naval  force;  but  Dahl- 
gren  did  not  concur  in  this  opinion 
of  the  feasibility  of  such  an  enter- 
prise, and  it  was  not  attempted. 

Gillmore,  having  completed"  his 
arrangements  for  opening  fire  from 
*  the  Swamp  Angel,'  summoned  Beau- 
regard to  abandon  Morris  island  and 
Sumter,  on  penalty  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  Charleston.  Eeceiving  no 
reply,  he  fired  a  few  shots  from  that 
battery,  and  desisted.  Beaur^ard 
thereupon  complained  that  no  rea- 
sonable notice  was  given  of  this 
opening  on  an  inhabited  city;  add- 
ing that  he  was  absent  from  his  poet 
when  Gillmore's  message  was  re- 
ceived thera  Gillmore  could  tiot 
see  how  he  was  blamable  for  this  ab- 
sence, and  insisted  that  he  had  done 
nothing  contrary  to  the  laws  of  war. 


•Aug.  n. 


'  Aug.  18-19. 
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The  higli  tides  raised  by  the  storm 
aforesaid  partially  filled  our  works, 
■crashing  down  parapets  and  imped- 
ing our  operations  as  well  as  destroy- 
ing our  approaches;  yet  a  fourth 
parallel  was  soon  established,"  barely 
800  yards  from  Wagner,  and  only  100 
jfrora  a  sheltering  ridge  in  its  front, 
from  behind  which  Rebel  sharp-shoot- 
ers had  seriously  impeded  our  work- 
ing parties  and  defied  eflbrts  to  expel 
them  by  infantry,  as  they  afterward 
did"  to  dislodge  them  by  mortar- 
firing.  But  Gen.  Terry  was  now 
directed  to  take  it  with  the  bayonet, 
and  did  so :  whereupon  our  fifth  par- 
allel was  established  behind  it,  only 
240  yards  from  Wagner.  Here,  the 
dry  part  of  the  island  is  but  25  yards 
wide  and  barely  two  feet  high :  high 
tides  sweeping  across  in  rough  weather 
to  the  marsh  behind  it.  Hencefor- 
ward, the  ground  was  filled  with  tor- 
pedo mines ;  in  spite  of  which,  a  rude 
trench  had  been  pushed  forward,  by 
daybreak  of  the  27th,  to  within  100 
yards  of  the  fort 

Yet  here  the  progress  of  the  be- 
siegers was  checked.  The  fire  of 
Wagner,  concentring  from  its  extend- 
ed frpnt  on  this  narrow  sand-spit  at 
close  range,  was  necessarily  most  ef- 
fective; that  of  the  James  island 
batteries  was  steadily  increasing  in 
volume  and  accuracy;  to  push  the 
sap  by  day  was  death  to  all  engaged 
in  it;  while  a  bright  harvest-moon 
rendered  it  all  but  equally  hazardous 
by  night.  It  became  necessary  to 
silence  the  fort  utterly  by  an  over- 
powering curved  fire  from  siege  and 
Coehom  mortars,  at  the  same  time 
attempting  to  breach  the  bomb-proof 
by  a  fire  of  riflod  guns  at  close  range ; 
thus  expelling  the  garrison  from  its 


only  available  shelter.    To  this  end, 
all  the  light  mortars  were  brought 
to  the  front,  and  placed  in  battery ; 
the  capacity  of  the  fifth  parallel  and 
advanced  trenches  for  sharp-shooters 
was  greatly  enlarged  and  improved ; 
the  rifled  guns  in  the  left  breaching 
batteries  were  trained  upon  the  fort ; 
and  powerful  calcium  lights  prepared 
to  assist  the  operations  of  our  cannon- 
iers  and  sharp:shooters,  while  blind- 
ing those  of  the  enemy.    The  New 
Ironsides,  Capt.  Bowan,  also  moved 
up  and  set  to  work,  during  the  day- 
light, on  the  obstinate  fortress.     All 
being  ready,  our  batteries  reopened  ** 
in  fall  chorus:  the  New  Ironsides 
pouring  in  an  eight-gun  broadside  of 
11-inch  shells  against  the  parapet, 
whence  they  dropped  nearly  verti- 
cally, exploding  within  or  over  the 
fort;    while    calcium  lights  turned 
night  into  day,  blinding  the  garrison, 
and  rendering  visible  to  the  besiegers 
every  thing  connected  with  the  fort. 
This  proved  too  much  for  the  be- 
sieged, who  were  compelled  to  seek 
and  abide    in    the  shelter  of  their 
bomb-proof,  leaving  our  sappers  free 
to  push  forward  their  work  until  they 
were  so  close  to  the  fort  that  the  fire 
of  the  James  island  batteries,  which 
had  become  their  chief  annoyance, 
could  only  be  rendered  effective  at 
the  peril  of  friends   and  foes  alike. 
And  now  the  sap  was  pushed  with 
vigor,  and  in  entire  disregard  of  the 
enemy:  the  workers  off  duty  mount- 
ing the  parapets  of  their  works  to 
take  a*  survey  of  the  ground ;  until, 
a  little    after    dark,"  the  sap  was 
pushed  by  the  south  face  of  the  fort, 
leaving  it  on  their  left,  crowning  the 
crest  of  the  counterscarp  near  the 
flank  of  the  east  or  sea  front,  com- 
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pleteljr  masking  all  the  gnnB  in  ihe 
work,  save  those  on  this  flank,  and 
removing  a  row  of  long  pikes  which 
had  been  planted  at  the  foot  of  the 
counterscarp  as  an  impediment  to 
assault. 

Gen.  Gillmore  directed  Gen.  Terry 
to  assault  in  three  columns  at  9 
A.  M. ;"  that  being  the  hour  of  ebb 
tide,  which  gave  the  broadest  beach 
whereon  to  advance  the  assaulting 
columns;  but,  by  midnight,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  garrison  were  es- 
caping ;  and  with  such  celerity  did 
they  move  that  we  took  but  70  pris- 
oners. They  left  18  guns  in  Wagner 
and  7  in  Battery  Gregg. 

Though  122,300  pounds  of  metal 
had  been  hurled  at  it  at  short  range 
from  breaching  guns — ^none  of  them 
less  than  a  100-pounder— within  the 
last  two  days,  the  bomb-proof  of  the 
former  was  found  substantially  in- 
tact, and  capable  of  sheltering  1,500 
men.  Sand  was  fiilly  proved  to  pos- 
sess a  power  of  protracted  resistance 
to  the  power  of  heavy  ordnance  far 
surpassing  that  of  brick  or  stone. 


During  the  night  of  the  8th,  a 
flotilla  of  25  to  30  row-boats,  from 
Admiral  Dahlgren's  fleet,  led  by 
Com'r  Stephens  of  the  Patapsco,  at- 
tempted to  carry  Fort  Sumter  by 
•assault,  whereof  no  notice  was  given 
to,  and  of  course  no  cooperation  in- 
vited from.  Gen.  Gillmore.  The 
boats,  having  been  towed  nearly  to 
the  fort,  wjBre  cast  off  and  made  tiieir 
way  to  the  ragged  walls  of  the  old, 
inveterate  obstacle  to  our  progress, 
whereon  the  crews  of  three  of  them, 
led  by  Com'r  Williams,  Lt.  Kemey, 
and  Ensign  Porter,  debarked,  and 
attempted  to  clamber  up .  the  ruins 


to  the  parapet ;  but  found  the  slope 
far  steeper  and  its  ascent  more  diffi- 
cult than  they  appeared  when  viewed 
from  a  distance  through  a  field-glass^ 
The  garrison,  under  Maj.  S.  Elliot, 
proved  exceedingly  wide  awake,  and 
at  once  commenced  firing  and  throw- 
ing hand-grenades ;  while,  at  a  signal 
given  by  them,  the  Eebel  batteries 
on  every  side  but  the  offing  opened 
a  terrific  fire,  whereby  our  three 
boats  were  soon  torn  to  pieces,  and 
those  they  had  borne  to  the  fort- 
some  200  in  number — either  killed, 
wounded,  or  compelled  to  surrender. 
The  killed  and  wounded  were  about 
80 ;  while  121  were  ^taken  prisoners. 
The  residue  of  the  expedition  drew 
off  unhurt.  No  life  was  lost  on  the 
side  of  the  defense. 


Gen.  Gillmore's  *  Swamp  AngeP 
had  rather  alarmed  than  injured  the 
Oharlestonians — ^no  person  having 
been  harmed  by  its  fire,  though  seve- 
ral shells  had  reached  and  exploded 
in  the  lower  part  of  their  city,  and 
one  had  entered  a  warehouse,  and, 
exploding  there,  done  considerable 
damage  to  its  walls  and  contents. 
The  *  Swamp  Angel,'  being  fired  at 
a  considerable  elevation,  with  a 
charge  of  16  pounds  of  powder,  im- 
pelling a  projectile  weighing  150 
pounds,  burst  at  its  36th  discharge. 
But  now  Fort  Wagner  and  Batte- 
ry Gregg  were  transformed  and 
strengthened,  while  other  works  wer^^ 
erected  on  that  end  of  the  island, 
armed  with  mortars  and  heavy  rifled 
guns,  a  full  mile  nearer  to  Charles- 
ton than  the  ^  Marsh  Battery,'  and  of 
course  far  more  effective  for  the  bom^ 
bardment  of  that  city,  a  full  half  of  * 
which  was  henceforth  under  flre,  an^ 
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VTBiA,  after  Bome  casualties,  abandoned 
by  most  of  its  inhabitants,  who  either 
moved  farther  np,  or  left  altogether : 
while  many  of  the  buildings,  includ- 
ing some  of  the  most  substantial  and 
costly  edifices,  suiSfered  severely. 
Blockade-running — which  had  long 
been  a  source  of  activity,  importance, 
and  profit  to  *  the  cradle  of  Secession,' 
in  spite  of  all  the  gunboats,  iron- 
dads,  &c.,  that  could  lie  off  her  bar, 
reenforced  by  the  *  stone  fleet' — suc- 
cumbed to  and  was  broken  up  by  the 
terrible  missiles  of  Gillmore,  though 
sped  by  guns  mounted  fully  four 
miles  firom  her  wharves. 

Meantime,  Sumter,  though  still  a 
volcano,  was  a  volcano  asleep — ^her 
guns  mainly  dismantled,  her  garrison 
hidden  in  her  inmost  recesses.  At 
length,  upon  advices  that  the  enemy 
was  remounting  some  guns  on  her 
south-east  face,  Gillmore  reopened*' 
on  that  face  from  his  heavy  rifled 
guns  in  Wagner  and  Gregg,  crum- 
bling it  speedily  into  ruins,  which 
sloped  from  the  summit  of  the  breach 
to  the  level  of  the  surrounding  water. 
Thereafter,  a  slow  and  irregular  fire 
from  Oumming's  Point  was  main- 
tained for  weeks,  or  till  nearly  the 
dose  of  the  year ;  when,  all  prospect 
of  a  penetration  of  the  harbor  by  the 
iron-clads  being  over,  and  no  object 
seeming  to  justify  a  continuance  of 
the  fire,  it  was  suspended,  or  thence- 
forth mainly  directed  against  Charles- 
ton alone. 

A  luckless  attempt**  to  blow  up 
by  a  torpedo  boat  the  new  Ironsides, 
as  she  lay  off  Morris  island,  and  the 
foundering**  of  the  Weehawken,  car- 
rying down  80  of  her  crew,  while  at 
anchor  in  the  outer  harbor  during 
a  gale— owing  to  her  hatches  having 


been  inconsiderately  left  open — com- 
plete the  record  of  notable  events  in 
this  department  for  the  year  1863. 


In  North  Oarolina,  little  of  mo- 
ment occurred  in  1863.  Gen.  D.  H. 
Hill  attempted  to  retake  Kewbem  on 
the  first  anniversary'*  of  its  recov- 
ery to  the  Union :  attacking,  with  20 
guns,  an  unfinished  earthwork  north 
of  the  Keuse:  but  that  work  was 
firmly  held  by  the  92d  New  Yoik 
until  reenforced;  when  its  assailantB 
drew  off  with  little  loss. 

Hill  next  demonstrated"  against 
Washington,  N.  C. :  erecting  batte- 
ries at  Bodman's  and  Hill's  Points, 
below  the  town,  which  commanded 
the  navigation  of  Pamlico  river  and 
isolated  the  place.    But  Gen.  Foster 
had  meantime  arrived :  finding  a  gar- 
rison of  1,200  men,  with  two  gun- 
boats and  an  armed  transport  under 
Com'r  R.  Eenshaw;  while  the  de- 
fenses were  well  placed  and  in  good 
condition.    ffiU  had  here  his  corps, 
estimated  by  Foster  at  20,000  strong, 
with  50  guns.    But  he  paused  three 
days  before  assaulting;  which  pre- 
cious time  was  well  improved  by  the 
garrison  in  strengthening  and  per- 
fecting their  works — Foster  peremp- 
torily refusing  to  allow  any  espionage 
of  his  doings  under  the  pretense  of 
summoning  him  to  surrender.    Those 
days  being  ended,  it  was  understood 
on  our  side  that  an  order  to  assault 
was    given,  but   not    obeyed — our 
works  being  deemed  too  strong  to 
justify   the   risk.     Hill   now   com- 
menced a  siege  in  due  form;  mount- 
ing guns  on  the  several  ridges  com- 
manding the  town,  with  one  on  Bod- 
man's  Point,  across  the  river;  our 
small  force  posted  there  being  easily 
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expelled.  As  this  poBition  enabled 
the  enemy  to  shell  the  town  and  onr 
vessels  Ijing  before  it,  Foster  at- 
tempted to  recover  it  by  an  assault, 
bnt  &iled;  and  a  second  attempt, 
aided  by  the  gunboat  Ceres,  which 
had  just  come  up,  running  the  Bebel 
batteries,  was  defeated  by  the  un- 
timely grounding  of  that  vessel. 

Hill,  having  opened  upon  our 
works  with  14  heavy  guns,  Fort 
Washington  replied;  and  a  mutual 
bombardment  for  12  days  was  only 
interrupted  by  the  failure  of  our 
ammunition. 

Meantime,  a  small  fleet  of  gun- 
boats had  arrived  below  the  Bebel 
batteries  conmianding  the  river,  with 
a  relieving  force  of  3,000  men  on 
transports,  under  Brig.-Qen.  Henry 
Prince,  whom  Foster  ordered  to  land 
and  take  the  HilPs  Point  battery,  so 
as  to  allow  the  boats  to  eome  up. 
Prince  decided  this  impracticable, 
and  refused  to  attempt  it. 

Foster  was  now  obliged  to  supply 
his  batteries  with  ammunition  by 
means  of  sail  and  row-boats,  which 
stole  up  the  rivw  under  the  cover  of 
darkness;  evading  Hill's  guard-boats, 
which  were  on  tibe  lookout  to  inter- 
cept them.  Thus,  he  generally  re- 
ceived enough  during  each  night  to 
nerve  his  batteries  for  the  ensuing  day. 

At  length,  the  steamboat  Escort, 
Capt.  Hall,  having  on  board  the  5th 
Bhode  Island,  with  a  supply  of  am- 
munition, ran  the  blockade  by  night,^ 
and  arrived  safely  at  the  wharf,  giv- 
ing matters  a  very  different  aspect ; 
so  Foster  returned  in  her  by  day- 
light "  to  Newbem ;  she  receiving,  on 
her  way  down  the  river,  47  liots, 
which  killed  her  pilot  and  killed  or 
wounded  7  of  her  crew ;  but  her  ma- 


chinery was  so  shielded  by  pressed 
hay-bales  that  the  gunboat  was  not 
disabled. 

And  now,  putting  himself  at  the 
head  of  7,000  men  who,  under  Gen. 
J.  N.  Palmer,  had  been  quietly 
awaiting  at  Newbem  the  issue  of 
the  si^e,  Foster  started*^  by  land  to 
fight  his  way  back;  gathering  up 
Prince's  3,000  men  by  the  way,  and 
occupying,  next  day.  Hill's  Point  bat- 
tery, which  the  enemy  abandoned  on 
his  approach.  Pushing  on,  he  found 
Hill  in  Ml  retreat,  and  was  unable 
to  bring  him  to  a  stand.  Of  course, 
the  presumption  is  strong  that  Hill's 
force  had  been  over-estimated  by  Fos- 
ter at  20,000.       

An  expedition  composed  of  three 
Maes,  regiments,  under  CoL  J.  B. 
Jones,  was  soon  dispatched  ^^  to  cap- 
ture a  Bebel  outpost  at  Gum  Swamp, 
8  miles  from  Kinston ;  and  was  par- 
tially successful,  taking  165  prison- 
ers ;  but  the  enemy  attacked  our  out- 
post in  return,  killing  Col.  Jones  and 
inflicting  some  other  loss,  though 
finally  repulsed. 

A  cavalry  raid,  supported  by  in- 
fantry, to  Warsaw,"  on  the  Weldcm 
and  Wilmington  Bailroad,  and  an- 
other, soon  afterward,  to  the  Bocky 
Mount  station,  proved  successful :  the 
railroad  being  broken  in  either  in- 
stance, and  considerable  property  de- 
stroyed; Tarborough  being  captured, 
and  several  steamers  burned  there, 
during  the  latter. 

Gten.  Foster  was  soon  ordered"  to 
Fortress  Mcmroe — ^his  command  be- 
ing enlarged  to  embrace  that  section 
of  Virginia — ^but  no  important  move- 
ment occurred  till  he  was  relieved  '*  by 
Gen.  Butler,  and  ordered  to  succeed 
Gen.  Bumside  in  East  Tennessee. 
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XXI. 


THE   POLITICAL   OR   CIVIL   HISTORY   OF  1863. 


Ukqubstionablt,  the  darkest  Ixoutb 
of  the  National  cause  were  those 
which  separated  Bnmside's  and  Sher- 
man's bloody  repulses,  at  Fredericks- 
burg'  and  Vicksbnrg'  respectively 
from  the  trinmphs  of  Meade  at  Gret- 
tysburg,*  Grant  in  the  fall  of  Vicks- 
bnrg/  and  Banks  in  the  surrender  of 
Port  Hudson/  Our  intermediate  and 
subordinate  reverses  at  Galveston,' 
and  at  Chancellorsville/  also  tended 
strongly  to  sicken  the  hearts  of 
Unionists  and  strengthen  into  confi- 
dence the  hopes  of  the  Rebels  and 
those  who,  whether  in  the  loyal  States 
or  in  foreign  lands,  were  in  sympa- 
thy, if  not  also  in  act,  their  virtual 
allies.  "No  one  in  Europe  but  those 
who  ardently  desired  our  success 
spoke  of  disunion  otherwise  than  as 
an  accomplished  fact,  which  only  pur- 
blind obstinacy  and  the  invincible  lust 
of  power  constrained  us  for  a  time  to 
ignore.  Hence,  when  the  French  Em- 
peror made,  during  the  dark  "Winter 
of  1863-3,  a  formal,  diplomatic  prof- 
fer* of  his  good  offices  as  a  mediator 
between  the  American  belligerents, 
he  was  regarded  and  treated  on  all 
hands  as  proposing  to  arrange  the 
terms  of  a  just,  satisfactory,  and  con- 
clusive separation  between  the  North 
and  the  South.  Even  before  this,  and 
before  the  repulse  of  Bumside  at  Fred- 
mcksburg.  Lord  Lyons,  British  Em- 
bassador at  Washington,  had  sent  a 
confidential  dispatch  to  his  Govern- 
ment, narrating  the  incidents  of  a 


visit  he  had  paid  to  New  York  di- 
rectly after  our  State  Election  of  1863, 
wherein  Horatio  Seymour  was  chosen 
Qt)vemor  and  an  average  majority  of 
over  10,000  returned  for  the  Demo- 
cratic tickets :  he  reasonably  claiming 
that  vote,  with  the  corresponding  re- 
sults of  elections  in  other  loyal  States, 
as  a  popular  verdict  against  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  "War  for  the 
Union.  While  discouraging  any  pres- 
ent proffer  of  European  mediation,  as 
calculated  to  discredit  and  embarrass 
the  *  Conservatives,'  and  to  inspirit 
and  infiame  the  ^  Kadicals,'  who  were 
still  intent  on  subjugating  the  South, 
and  would  hear  nothing  of  conceded 
Disunion  or  of  foreign  intervention, 
Lord  Lyons  gives  the  following  com- 
prehensive and  evidently  dispassion- 
ate view  of  the  current  aspects  of  our 
domestic  politics,  as  they  were  pre- 
sented to  his  keenly  observant  vision : 

"Washington,  Nov.  17,  1862. 

"  In  his  dispatches  of  the  17th  and  of  the 
24th  ultimo,  and  of  the  7th  instant,  Mr.  Stu- 
art reported  to  yonr  lordship  the  result  of 
the  elections  for  memhers  of  Congress  and 
State  ofSoers,  which  have  recentlj  taken 
place  in  several  of  the  most  important  States 
of  the  Union.  Without  repeating  the  de- 
tails, it  will  be  sufficient  for  me  to  observe 
that  the  success  of  the  Democratic,  or  (as  it 
now  styles  itself)  the  Conservative  party, 
has  been  so  great  as  to  manifest  a  change  in 
public  feeling,  among  the  most  rapid  and  the 
most  complete  that  has  ever  been  witnessed, 
even  in  this  country. 

"  On  my  arrival  at  New  York  on  the  8th 
instant,  I  found  the  Conservative  leaders  ex- 
ulting in  the  crowning  success  achieved  by 
the  party  in  that  State.  They  appeared  to 
r€{joice,  above  all,  in  the  conviction  that  per- 


"  Dec  13, 1862.     •  Dec.  28. 
*  July  4.  •July  9. 


■  July  3,  1863. 
•  Jan.  1, 1863. 


^  May  3-5,  1863.  •  By  dispatch  of  M. 

Drouyn  de  i'Huys,  Jan.  9,  1863. 
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Bonal  liberty  and  freedom  of  speecli  had  been 
Becnred  for  the  principal  State  of  the  Union. 
They  believed  that  the  Government  must  at 
once  desist  from  exercising  in  the  State  of 
Kew  York  the  extraordinary  (and  as  they 
regarded  them)  illegal  and  nnoonstitntional 
powers  which  it  had  assumed.  They  were 
confident  that,  at  all  events,  after  the  1st  of 
January  next,  on  which  day  the  newly  elect- 
ed Governor  would  come  into  office,  the 
suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  could 
not  be  practically  maintained.  They  seemed 
to  be  persuaded  that  the  result  of  the  eleo- 
tioDs  would  be  accepted  by  the  President  as 
a  declaration  of  the  will  of  the  people ;  that 
he  would  increase  the  moderate  and  conser- 
vative element  in  the  Cabinet ;  that  he  would 
«eek  to  terminate  the  War,  not  to  push  it  to 
extremity ;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  effect 
a  reconciliation  with  the  people  of  the  South, 
and  renounce  the  idea  of  subjugating  or  ex- 
terminating them. 

"  On  the  foUowing  morning,  however,  in- 
telligence arrived  from  Washington  which 
dashed  the  rising  hopes  of  the  Conserva- 
tives. It  was  announced  that  Q^n.  McClel- 
lan  had  been  dismissed  from  the  Anny  of 
the  Potomac,  and  ordered  to  'repair  to  his 
home ;  that  he  had,  in  fact,  been  removed 
altogether  from  active  service.  The  Gen- 
eral had  been  regarded  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Conservative  principles  in  the  army. 
Support  of  him  had  been  made  one  of  the 
articles  of  the  Conservative  electoral  pro- 
gramme. His  dismissal  was  taken  as  a  sign 
that  the  President  had  thrown  himself  en- 
tirely into  the  arms  of  the  extreme  Radical 
party,  and  that  the  attempt  to  carry  out  the 
policy  of  that  party  would  be  persisted  in. 
The  irritation  of  the  Conservatives  at  New 
York  was  certainly  very  great ;  it  seemed, 
however,  to  be  not  unmixed  with  conster- 
nation and  despondency. 

"  Several  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic 
party  sought  interviews  with  me,  both  before 
and  after  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of 
Gen.  McClellan^s  dismissal  The  subject  up- 
permost in  their  minds,  while  they  were 
speaking  to  me,  was  naturally  that  of  foreign 
mediation  between  the  North  and  the  South. 
Many  of  them  seemed  to  think  that  this  me- 
diation must  come  at  last ;  but  they  appeared 
to  be  very  much  afraid  of  its  coming  too 
soon.  It  was  evident  that  they  apprehended 
that  a  premature  proposal  of  foreign  inter- 
vention would  afford  the  Radical  party  a 
means  of  reviving  the  violent  war  spirit,  and 
of  thus  defeating  the  peaceful  plans  of  the 
Conservatives.  They  appearea  to  regard 
the  present  moment  as  peculiarly  unfavora- 
ble for  such  an  offer,  and,  indeed,  to  hold 
that  it  would  be  essential  to  the  success  of 
any  proposal  from  abroad  that  it  should  be 
deferred  ontil  the  control  of  the  Executive 


Government  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Conservative  party. 

«^I  gave  no  opinion  on  the  subject.  I  did 
not  say  whether  or  no  I  myself  thought  for- 
eign intervention  probable  or  advisable ;  but 
I  listened  with  attention  to  the  accounts 
given  me  of  the  plans  and  hopes  of  the  Con- 
servative party.  At  the  bottom,  I  thought  I 
perceived  a  desire  to  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
even  at  the  risk  of  losing  the  Southern  States 
altogether;  but  it  was  plain  that  it  was  not 
thought  prudent  to  avow  this  desire.  In- 
deed, some  hints  of  it,  dropped  before  the 
elections,  were  so  ill  received  that  a  stronK 
declaration  in  the  contrary  sense  was  deemed 
necessary  by  the  Democratic  leaders. 

'^At  the  present  moment,  therefore,  the 
chiefs  of  the  Conservative  party  call  loudly 
for  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
and  reproach  the  Government  with  slack- 
ness as  weU  as  with  want  of  success  in  its 
military  ifieasures.  But  they  repudiate  all 
idea  of  interfering  with  the  institutions  of 
the  Southern  people,  or  of  waging  a  war  of 
subjugation  or  extermination.  They  main- 
tain that  the  object  of  the  military  opera- 
tions should  be  to  place  the  North  in  a  po- 
sition to  demand  an  armistice  with  honor 
and  effect.  The  armistice  should  (they  hold) 
be  followed  by  a  Convention,  in  which  such 
changes  of  the  Constitution  should  be  pro- 
posed as  would  give  the  South  ample  secu- 
rity on  the  subject  of  its  slave  property,  and 
would  enable  the  North  and  the  South  to 
r^unitdj^nd  to  live  t^gf  therln  p*^*^^  flnfl  )'ar- 
mony.  The  Conservatives  profess  to  think 
tliat  the  South  might  be  induced  to  take 
part  in  such  a  Convention,  and  that  a  resto- 
ration of  the  Union  would  be  the  result 

*^The  more  sagacious  members  of  the 
party  must,  however,  look  upon  the  pro- 
posal of  a  Convention  merely  as  a  last  ex- 
periment to  test  the  possibility  of  reunion. 
They  are  no  doubt  well  aware  that  the  more 
probable  consequence  of  an  armistice  would 
be  tiie  establishment  of  Southern  independ- 
ence :  but  they  perceive  that,  if  the  South  is  so 
utterly  alienated  that  no  possible  concessions 
will  induce  it  to  return  voluntarily  to  the 
Union,  it  is  wiser  to  agree  to  separation  than 
to  prosecute  a  cruel  and  hopeless  war. 

*^  It  is  with  reference  to  ^ch  an  armistice 
as  they  desire  to  attain,  that  the  leaders  of 
the  Conservative  party  regard  the  question 
of  foreign  mediation.  They  think  that  the 
offer  of  mediation,  if  made  to  a  Radical  ad- 
ministration, would  be  rejected ;  that,  if  made 
at  an  unpropitious  moment,  it  might  in- 
crease the  virulence  with  which  the  war  is 
prosecuted.  If  their  own  party  were  in 
power,  or  virtually  controlled  the  adminis- 
tration, they  would  rather,  if  possible,  ob- 
tain an  armistice  without  the  aid  of  foreign 
governments ;  bat  they  would  be  disposed  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


486 


THB    AMERIOAK    CONFLICT. 


accept  an  offer  of  mediation  if  it  appeared 
to  be  the  only  means  of  putting  a  stop  to 
hostilities.  They  would  desire  that  the  offer 
should  come  from  the  great  powers  of  En- 
rope  conjointly,  and  in  particular  that  as 
little  prominence  as  possible  should  be  given 
to  Great  Britain." 


The  State  elections  of  1863  opened 
in  New  Hampshire ;  *  where  the  Re- 
publican party  barely  escaped  defeat ; 
Ipsing  one  of  the  three  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  for  the  first  time  in 
some  years,  and  saving  their  Governor 
through  his  election  by  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  he  not  having  even  a  plurality 
of  the  popular  vote."  The  regular 
Democratic  poll  was  larger' than  at 
any  former  election. 

The  next  State  to  hold  her  Elec- 
tion was  Rhode  Island ;"  where  the 
Republicans  triumphed,  electing  both 
Representatives  in  Congress  as  well 
as  their  State  ticket ;  but  by  a  ma- 
jority" considerably  reduced  from 
that  exhibited  on  any  clear  trial  of 
party  strength  for  some  years. 

Connecticut  had,  by  common  con- 
sent, been  chosen  as  the  arena  of  a 
determined  trial  of  strength,  at  her 
State  Election  this  Spring,"  between 
the  supporters  and  opponents  respec- 
tively of  the  War  for  the  Union. 
The  nomination  for  Governor  by  the 
Republicans  of  WiUiam  A.  Bucking- 
ham, the  incumbent,  who  had,  both 
officially  and  personally,  been  a 
strenuous  and  prominent  champion 
of  '  coercion,'  was  fairly  countered 
by  the  presentation,  as  his  competi- 
tor, of  Col.  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  an 
ex-Governor  of  decided  personal  pop- 
ularity, but  an  early,  consistent,  out- 
spoken contemner  of  the  War — or 


rather,  of  the  National  side  of  it.  His 
nomination  was  made  by  a  very  large 
Convention,  wid  with  a  degree  of 
imanimity  and  genuine  enthusiasm 
rarely  manifested ;  while  the  canvass 
that  ensued  thereon  was  one  of  the 
most  animated  and  enei^etic  ever 
witnessed  even  in  that  closely  bal- 
anced State :  its  result  being  tiie  tri- 
umph of  the  Republicans  by  a  much 
reduced  but  still  decisive  majority.** 
It  is  quite  probable  that  a  candidate 
less  decidedly  and  conspicuously  hos- 
tile to  the  War  than  CoL  Seymour 
might,  while  polling  fewer  votes, 
have  come  much  nearer  an  election ; 
since  Seymour's  nomination  was  a 
challenge  to  the  War  party  which 
incited  it  to  the  most  vehement  ex- 
ertions. 

No  other  general  Election  was 
held  in  any  of  the  loyal  States  dur- 
ing the  earlier  half  of  1863 ;  yet  the 
result  in  these  three — though  main- 
taining the  Republican  ascendency 
in  each — ^left  no  room  for  reasonable 
doubt  that,  apart  from  the  soldierfl 
in  the  field,  a  majority  of  the  voters 
in  the  loyal  States  were  still — as  had 
been  indicated  by  the  results  of  the 
elections  during  the  later  months  of 
1862  "— ^opposed  to  a  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  War,  and  certainly  opposed 
to  its  prosecution  on  the  anti-Slavery 
basis  established  by  the  action  of 
Congress  and  by  the  President's  two 
Proclamations  of  Sept.  22, 1862,  and 
Jan.  1, 1863.  If  called  to  vote  di- 
rectly on  the  question  of  making 
peace  on  the  basis  of  a  recognition 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  some 
of  those  who  voted  the  Opposition 


*Mar6hlO. 

**  Eastman,  Dem.,  82,833;  GQmore,  Bep., 
99,036 ;  Harriman,  Union  or  War  Dem.,  4,372: 
Saatman  lacks  of  a  minority,  674.       "  April  1. 


"For  Goveraor:  Smith,  Eep.,  10,828;  Co«- 
zens,  Dem^  7,537.  "April  6. 

"Buckingham,  41,032;  SeTmour,  38,396. 
**  See  page  264. 
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ticiketB  might — as  was  indicated  by 
Lord  Lyons — ^have  shrunk  from  an 
open  committal  to  such  a  peace ;  but 
it  is  none  the  less  certain  that  their 
attitude  and  action  tended  directly 
to  insure  a  result  which  their  bolder 
or  more  candid  compatriots  frankly 
proclaimed  inevitable.  Many  who 
adhered  to  the  Democratic  organiza- 
tion asserted,  what  some,  at  least, 
must  have  believed — ^that  the  Con- 
federates, in  spite  of  their  persistent, 
peremptory  denials  and  disclaimers, 
might  yet,  by  conciliatory  overtures 
and  proper  concessions,  be  reconciled 
to  a  restoration  of  the  Union ;  but 
very  few  who  still  adhered  to  that 
body,  out  of  the  army,  averred  that, 
if  all  proffers  and  guaranties  should 
be  rejected,  they  would  fayor  a  prose- 
cution of  the  War  for  their  subju- 
gation.   

The  Rebel  Congress  having  long 
since  passed"  a  conscription  act, 
whereby  all  the  White  males  in  the 
Confederacy  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  35  were  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  their  Executive,  while  all  those 
already  in  the  service,  though  they 
had  enlisted  and  been  accepted  for 
specific  terms  of  one  or  two  years, 
were  held  to  serve  through  the  War, 
our  Congress  was  constrained  to  fol- 
low afar  off  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
enemy;  since  our  ranks,  since  our 
heavy  losses  in  the  bloody  strug- 
gles of.  1862,  were  filled  by  volunteers 
too  slowly  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
service.  The  act  providing  "  for  the 
enrollment  of  the  National  forces" 
was  among  the  last  passed  "  by  the 
XXXVIlth  Congress  prior  to  its  dis- 
solution. It  provided  for  the  enroll- 
ment, by  Federal  provost-marshals 
and  enrolling  officers,  of  all    able- 


bodied  malecitizens(not  Whites  only), 
including  aliens  who  had  declared 
their  intention  to  become  natural- 
ized, between  the  ages  of  18  and  45— 
those  between  20  and  35  to  consti- 
tute the  first  class;  all  others  the 
second  class — ^from  which  the  Presir 
dent  was  authorized,  from  and  after 
July  1,  to  make  drafts  at  his  discre- 
tion of  persons  to  serve  in  the  Na- 
tional armies  for  not  more  than  three 
years;  any  one  drafted  and  not 
reporting  for  service  to  be  considered 
and  treated  as  a  deserter.  A  com- 
mutation of  $300  was  to  be  received 
in  lieu  -of  such  service :  and  there 
were  exemptions  provided  of  certain 
heads  of  Executive  Departments ; 
Federal  judges ;  Governors  of  States ; 
the  only  son  of  a  widow,  or  of  an 
aged  and  infirm  father,  dependent  on 
that  son's  labor  for  support ;  the  father 
of  dependent  motherless  children 
under  12  years  of  age,  or  the  only 
adult  brother  of  such  children,  being 
orphans ;  or  the  residue  of  a  family 
which  has  already  two  members  in 
the  service,  &c.,  &c. 

The  passage  and  execution  of  this 
act  inevitably  intensified  and  made 
active  the  spirit  of  opposition  to  the 
War.  Those  who  detested  every 
form  of  '  coercion'  save  the  coercion 
of  the  Republic  by  the  Rebels,  with 
those  who  especially  detested  the 
National  eifort  under  its  present 
aspects  as  '  a  war  not  for  the  Union, 
but  for  the  Negro,'  were  aroused  by 
it  to  a  more  determined  and  active 
opposition.  The  bill  passed  the 
House  by  Teas  115,  Nays  49 — the 
division  being,  so  nearly  as  might 
be,  a  party  one — ^while  in  the  Senate, 
a  motion  by  Mr.  Bayard  that  it  be 
indefinitely  postponed  was  supported 


*  April  16,  1862. 


»  Maroh  3^  1863. 
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State  militia  into  ^National  forces,'  and 
claims  to  use  and  goyern  them  as  such." 

If,  then,  the  Gtevemors  of  the 
States,  or  of  most  of  them,  should 
see  fit  to  respond  to  the  President's 
requisitions  as  Gov.  Caleb  Strong,  of 
Massachusetts,  did  to  those  of  Pre- 
sident Madison  in  1813-14,  and  as 
Gbvs.  Letcher,"  Ellis,  Harris,  Ma- 
goffin, Jackson,  and  Burton,  did  to 
President  Dncoln's  requisitions  in 
1861,  the  Federal  authority  may  be 
successfully  defied,  and  what  Mr. 
Jefferson  Davis  terms  "the  dissolu- 
tion of  a  league''  secured.  It  were 
absurd  to  contend  that  judges  who 
so  held  were  opposed,  either  in  prin- 
ciple or  in  sympathies,  to  the  cause, 
or  at  least  to  the  ethics,  of  Secession. 


by  11  Teas  (all  Democrats)  to  35 
Nays:  consisting  of  every  Repub- 
lican present,  with  Messrs.  McDou- 
gall,  of  California,  Harding  and  Nes- 
mith,  of  Oregon.  The  bill  then  passed 
without  a  call  of  the  Yeas  and  Nays. 

The  President  proceeding  to  con- 
stitute an  enrolling  board  for  each 
Oongrees  district  in  the  loyal  States, 
and  the  Board  to  enroll  those  who 
were  held  to  military  service  under 
its  provisions,  the  repugnance  to 
being  drafted  into  the  service  b^an 
to  threaten  organized  and  formidable 
resistance.  That  the  enrolling  act 
was  unconstitutional  and  void,  was 
very  generally  held  and  proclaimed 
by  the  Opposition,  and  was  in  due 
time  formally  adjudged  by  Justice 
John  H.  McOunn,  of  the  New  York 
Supreme  Court,  as  also  by  the  De- 
mocratic justices**  forming  a  majority 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. That  Court  held  broadly  that 
the  Federal  Government  has  no 
power  to  recruit  its  armies  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  enlistments;  that 
the  Militia  can  be  called  out  only  by 
State  authority,  under  State  officers, 
and  in  accordance  with  State  laws. 
Says  Judge  Woodward : 

"  The  great  vice  of  the  conscript  law  is, 
that  it  is  founded  on  an  assamption  that 
Congress  may  take  away,  not  the  State 
rights  of  the  citizen,  hut  the  security  and 
foundation  of  his  State  rights.  And  how 
long  is  civil  liberty  expected  to  last,  after 
the  securities  of  civil  liberty  are  destroyed  ? 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  com- 
mitted the  liberties  of  the  citizen  in  part  to 
the  Federal  Government,  but  expressly  re- 
served to  the  States,  and  the  people  of  the 
States,  all  it  did  not  delegate.  It  gave  the 
General  Government  a  standing  army,  but 
left  to  the  States  their  militia.  Its  purposes, 
in  all  this  balancing  of  powers,  were  wise 

system  of  government  when  it  converts  the 


The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  (Art.  L,  §  9)  prescribes  that 

"  The  privflege  of  the  writ  of  haheoi  ear- 
pu$  shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in 
cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  it" 

The  implication  that  it  may  U 
suspended  in  the  cases  specified  is  so 
irresistible  that  its  justice  has  never 
been  seriously  questioned.  But  by 
whom  may  it  be  suspended?  And 
with  what  effect?  That  Congress 
should  authorize  the  suspensioti,  was 
generally  held  by  the  early  and  es- 
teemed commentators:  but  suppose 
Congress  not  in  session — ^nay,  sup- 
pose no  Congress  to  be  in  existence— 
when  a  great  and  imminent  public 
peril  shall  require  such  suspension— 
what  then?  To  this  question,  no 
conclusive  answer  had  been  given, 
when,  at  the  very  outbreak  of  the 
Eebellion,  the  President  authorized  ^ 


o{  habeas  corpus^ 


^  Chief  Justice  Lowrie  and  Justioes  Wood- 
irard  and  Thompson. 


"»See  Vol  I,  pp.  459-60.    The  Democratio 
Goyernora  were  a  unit        *  April  2t,  1861- 
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"  i^  at  any  p<unt  on  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
military  line  which  is  now  or  which  shall  be 
used  between  the  .city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  city  of  Washington,  yon  find  resistance 
which  renders  it  necessary." 

A  similar  discretion  was  soon 
afterward**  accorded  to  our  com- 
mander on  the  Florida  coast;  the 
anthority  conferred  on  Qen.  Scott 
was  soon  extended;**  it  was  next 
made** general  so  far  as  it  might 
aflfect  persons  arrested  by  military 
anthority  as  gnilty  of  disloyal  prac- 
tices; and  —  Congress  haying  at 
length  by  express  act  anthorized** 
snch  suspension — ^the  President  pro- 
claimed *'  a  general  suspension  of  the 
privilege  of  habeas  corpus — ^to  "  con- 
tinue throughout  the  duration  of 
such  Rebellion."  But,  months  ere 
this,  a  serious  collision  between  mili- 
tary authority  and  Peace  Democ- 
racy had  been  inaugurated,  and  had 
created  much  excitement,  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  having 
been  defeated  in  his  canvass  for  re- 
election by  Gen.  Eobert  C.  Schenck, 
at  the  Ohio  State  Election  in  1862, 
ceased  to  be  a  Member  at  the  close 
of  the  XXXVnth  Congress.**  Re- 
turning to  Ohio,  where  he  had  al- 
ready been  suggested  as  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Governor  in  the 
canvass  of  that  year,  he  speedily  en- 
gaged in  a  popular  canvass  of  the 
War  and  the  Federal  Administration, 
in  a  spirit  of  sweeping  hostility  to 
both.  Q^n.  Bumside,  whb  had  just 
been  transferred  to  and  placed  in 
command  of  the  military  department 
including  Ohio,  put  forth  *^  a  general 
order,  wherein  he  proclaimed  that 
henceforth 

"  All  persons  fonnd  within  onr  lines  who 
commit  acts  for  the  benefit  of  the  enemies 
of  our  country  will  be  tried  as  spies  or 
traitors,  and,  if  convicted,  will  suffer  death. 


♦  ♦  *  The  habit  of  declaring  sympathies 
for  the  enemy  will  not  be  allowed  in  this 
department.  Persons  committing  such  of- 
fenses will  be  at  once  arrested,  with  a  view 
to  being  tried,  as  above  stated,  or  sent 
beyond  onr  lines  into  the  lines  of  their 
friends.  It  must  be  distinctly  understood 
that  treason,  expressed  or  implied,  will  not 
be  tolerated  in  this  department.*' 

Whether  this  was  specially  aimed 
at  Vallandigham  or  not,  it  was  easily 
foreseen  that  he  would  be  one  of  the 
first  to  expose  himself  to  its  penalties ; 
and  but  three  weeks  elapsed  from  the 
date  of  the  order  before  he  was  ar- 
rested *•  at  night  while  in  bed  in  his 
ovni  house,  on  a  chai^  of  having,  in 
a  recent  speech  at  Mount  Vernon, 

"publicly  expressed  sympathy  for  those 
in  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  declared  disloyal  senti- 
ments and  opinions,  with  the  object  and 
purpose  of  weakening  the  power  of  the  €k>- 
vemment  in  its  efforts  to  suppress  an  un- 
lawful Rebellion.^' 

Being  arraigned  before  a  Court- 
Martial  over  which  Brig.-Q^n.  R  B. 
Potter  presided,  he  was  found  guilty 
on  some  of  the  specifications  em- 
braced in  the  charge,  and  sentenced 
to  close  confinement  till  the  end  of 
the  War.  Gen.  Bumside  designated 
Fort  Warren,  in  Boston  harbor,  as 
the  place  of  such  confinement ;  but 
the  President  modified  the  sentence 
into  a  direction  that  Mr.  V.  should 
be  sent  through  our  military  lines 
into  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and, 
in  case  of  his  return  therefrom,  he 
should  be  confined  as  prescribed  in 
the  sentence  of  the  court.  Judge 
Leavitt,  of  the  U.  8.  District  Court 
for  Ohio,  was  applied  to  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  to  take  the  prisoner 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  military,  but 
refused  it. 

This  sentence  was  duly  executed 
by  Gen.  Eosecrans,  so  far  as  to  send 
the  convict  into  the  Confederacy; 
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but  he  remained  there  only  a  few 
weeks,  taking  a  blockade-nmner  from 
Wibnington  to  Nassau,  and  thence 
making  his  way  in  due  time  to  Can- 
ada, where  he  remained:  having 
meantime  been  nominated  for  Gov- 
ernor by  an  overwhehning  vote  in  a 
large  Democratic  State  Convention, 
and  with  an  understanding  that,  in 
case  of  his  anticipated  election,  he 
should  be  escorted  from  the  State 
line  to  its  capital  by  a  volunteer  pro- 
cession of  Democrats  strong  enough 
to  resist  successftdly  any  attempt  to 
rearrest  him. 

The  action  in  this  case  of  Gen. 
Bumside  and  his  Court  Martial  crea- 
ted a  profound  sensation  throughout 
the  country;  and  a  great  meeting 
of  Democrats  was  held"  at  Albany, 
wherein  very  strong  resolves  con- 
demning such  action  were  unani- 
mously passed — among  them  the  fol- 
lowing : 

**  Besohsdy  That  we  denounce  the  recent 
assumption  of  a  military  commander  to  seize 
and  try  a  citizen  of  Ohio,  Clement  L.  Yal- 
landigham,  for  no  other  reason  than  words 
addressed  to  a  public  meeting,  in  criticism 
of  the  course  of  the  Administration  and  in 
condemnation  of  the  military  orders  of  that 
General. 

"  Heaohed,  That  tliis  assumption  of  power 
by  a  military  tribunal,  if  successfully  as- 
serted, not  only  abrogates  the  right  of  the 
people  to  assemble  and  discuss  the  affairs  of 
government,  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  the  law  of 
evidence,  and  the  privilege  of  haheas  earptiSy 
but  it  strikes  a  fatal  blow  at  the  supremacy 
of  law  and  the  authority  of  the  State  and 
Federal  Constitutions. 

**  £esoked,  That  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States — the  supreme  law  of  the  land 
— has  defined  the  crime  of  treason  against 
the  United  States  to  consist  *  only  in  levy- 
ing war  against  them,  or  adhering  to  their 
enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort,'  and 
has  provided  that  *  no  person  shall  be  con- 
victed of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony 
of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or 
on  confession  in  open  court.'  And  it  farther 
provides  that  'no  person  shall  be  held  to 


answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  in&mons 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indict- 
ment of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  arisiug 
in  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  in  the  mili- 
tia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or 
public  danger;'  and  further,  tiiat  *in  all 
criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  en- 
joy the  right  of  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by 
an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district 
wherem  the  crime  was  committed.' 

^^Be$oU>ed,  That,  in  the  election  of  Gov. 
Seymour,  the  people  of  this  State,  by  an  em- 
phatic minority,  declared  iheir  condemna- 
tion of  the  system  of  arbitrary  arrests  and 
their  determination  to  stand  by  the  Consti- 
tution. That  the  revival  of  this  lawless  sys- 
tem can  have  but  one  result :  to  divide  and 
distract  the  North,  and  destroy  its  confi- 
dence in  the  purposes  of  the  Administration. 
That  we  deprecate  it  as  an  element  of  con- 
fusion at  home,  of  weakness  to  our  armies 
in  the  field,  and  as  calculated  to  lower  the 
estimate  of  American  character  and  magnify 
the  apparent  peril  of  our  cause  abroad.  And 
that,  regarding  the  blow  struck  at  a  citizen 
of  Ohio  as  aimed  at  the  rights  of  every  citi- 
zen of  the  North,  we  denounce  it  as  against 
the  spirit  of  our  laws  and  Constitution,  and 
most  earnestly  call  upon  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  reverse  the  action  of 
the  military  tribunal  which  has  passed  a 
*  cruel  and  unusual  punishment '  upon  the 
party  arrested,  prohibited  in  terms  by  the 
Constitution,  and  to  restore  him  to  the  lib- 
erty of  which  he  has  been  deprived." 

Hon.  Erastus  Coming,  President  of 
the  meeting,  transmitted,  by  its  order, 
these  resolves  to  President  Lincohi ; 
who,  after  taking  ample  time  to  con- 
sider them,  responded  frankly,  cour- 
teously, elaborately,  cogently;  and,  as 
the  subject  discussed  is  one  of  grave, 
abiding  interest,  the  material  portion 
of  his  reply  wiU  here  be  given.  He 
says: 

"The  resolutions  promise  to  support  ine 
in  every  constitutional  and  lawful  measure 
to  suppress  the  Rebellion ;  and  I  have  not 
knowingly  employed,  nor  shall  knowmgly 
employ,  any  other.  But  the  meeting,  by 
their  resolutions,  assert  and  argue  that  cer- 
tain military  arrests,  and  proceedings  fol- 
lowing them,  for  which  I  am  ultimately  re- 
sponsible, are  unconstitutional.  I  think  they 
are  not.  The  resolutions  quote  from  the 
Constitution  the  definition  of  treason,  and 
also  the  limiting  safeguards  and  guaranties 
therein  provided  for  the  citizen  on  trial  for 
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treftson,  and  on  his  being  held  to  answer  for 
capital  or  otherwise  infamoas  crimes,  and, 
in  oriminal  proseontions,  his  right  to  a  speedy 
and  public  trial  bj  an  impartial  jnry.  They 
proceed  to  resolve,  Hhat  these  safeguards 
oi  the  rights  of  the  citizen  against  ^e  pre- 
tensions of  arbitrary  power  were  intended 
more  especially  for  his  protection  in  times  of 
dvil  commotion.*  And,  apparently  to  de- 
monstrate t^e  proposition,  the  resolutions 
proceed :  '  They  were  secured  substantially 
to  the  English  people  c^fter  years  of  pro- 
tracted civil  war,  and  were  adopted  into  our 
Constitution  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.' 
Would  not  the  demonstration  have  been 
better  if  it  could  have  been  truly  said  that 
these  safeguards  had  been  adopted  and  ap- 
plied during  the  civil  wars,  and  during  our 
Revolution,  instead  of  after  the  one  and  at 
the  close  of  the  other?  I,  too,  am  devotedly 
fbr  them  after  civil  war,  and  h^ore  civil 
war,  and  at  all  times,  *  except  when,  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  inva^on,  the  public  safety 
may  require'  their  suspension.  The  resolu- 
tions proceed  to  tell  us  that  these  safeguards 

*  have  stood  the  test  of  seventy-six  years  of 
trial,  under  our  republican  system,  under 
circumstances  which  show  that,  while  they 
constitute  the  foundation  of  all  free  govern- 
ment, they  are  elements  of  the  enduring 
stability  of  the  Republic'  No  one  denies  that 
they  have  so  stood  the  test  up  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  Rebellion,  if  we  except  a 
certain  occurrence  at  New  Orleans ;  nor  does 
any  one  question  that  they  will  stand  the  same 
test  much  longer  after  the  Rebellion  closes. 
But  these  provisions  of  the  Oonstitution 
have  no  application  to  the  case  we  have  in 
hand,  because  the  arrests  complained  of 
were  not  made  for  treason — that  is,  not  for 
the  treason  defined  in  the  Constitution,  and 
upon  conviction  of  which  the  punishment  is 
death — ^nor  yet  were  they  made  to  hold  per- 
sons to  answer  for  any  capital  or  otherwise 
infamous  crimes ;  nor  were  the  proceedings 
following,  in  any  constitutional  or  legaJ  sense, 

*  criminal  prosecutions.'  The  arrests  were 
made  on  totally  different  grounds,  and  the 
proceedings  following  accorded  with  the 
grounds  of  the  arrest.  Let  us  consider  the 
real  case  with  which  we  are  dealing,  and 
apply  to  it  the  parts  of  the  Oonstitution 
plainly  made  for  such  cases. 

"Prior  to  my  installation  here,  it  had 
been  inculcated  that  any  State  had  a  lawful 
right  to  secede  from  the  national  Union,  and 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  exercise  the 
right  whenever  the  devotees  of  the  doctrine 
should  fail  to  elect  a  President  to  their  own 
liking.  I  was  elected  contrary  to  their  lik- 
ing ;  and  accordingly,  so  far  as  it  was  legally 
possible,  they  had  taken  seven  States  out  of 
the  Union,  had  seized  many  of  the  United 
States  forts,  and  had  fired  upon  the  United 


States  flag,  all  before  I  was  inaugurated,  and* 
of  com*8e,  before  I  had  done  any  official  act 
whatever.  The  Rebellion  thus  began  soon 
ran  into  the  present  civil  war;  and,  in  cer- 
tain respects,  it  began  on  very  unequal  terms 
between  the  parties.  The  insurgents  had 
been  preparing  for  it  more  than  thirty  yearS) 
while  the  Government  had  taken  no  steps  to 
resist  them.  The  former  had  carefully  coi> 
sidered  all  the  means  which  could  be  turned 
to  their  account.  It  undoubtedly  was  a  well- 
pondered  reliance  with  them  that,  in  their 
own  unrestricted  efforts  to  destroy  Union, 
Constitution,  and  law,  all  together,  the  Gov- 
ernment would,  in  great  degree,  be  restrain- 
ed by  the  same  Constitution  and  law  from 
arresting  their  progress.  Their  sympathi»> 
ers  pervaded  all  departments  of  the  Goveri^ 
ment  and  nearly  all  communities  of  the  peo- 
ple. From  this  material,  under  cover  of 
*  liberty  of  speech,'  'liberty  of  the  press^' 
and  *  habeas  corpus^^  they  hoped  to  keep  on 
foot  amongst  us  a  most  efficient  corps  of 
spies,  informers,  suppliers,  and  aiders  and 
abettors  of  their  cause  in  a  thousand  ways* 
They  knew  that,  in  times  such  as  they  wer« 
inaugurating,  by  the  Constitution  itself  the 
*' habeas  corpus"*  might  be  suspended;  but 
they  also  knew  they  had  friends  who  would 
make  a  question  as  to  who  was  to  suspend 
it ;  meanwhile,  their  spies  and  others  might 
remain  at  large  to  help  on  their  cause.  Or 
if,  as  has  happened,  the  Executive  should 
suspend  the  writ,  without  ruinous  waste  of 
time,  instances  of  arresting  innocent  persons 
might  occur,  as  are  always  likely  to  occur 
in  such  cases :  and  then  ^  clamor  could  be 
raised  in  regard  to  this,  which  might  be  at 
least  of  some  service  to  the  insurgent  cause* 
It  needed  no  very  keen  perception  to  dis- 
cover this  part  of  the  enemy's  programme, 
so  soon  as  by  open  hostilities  their  machinery 
was  fairly  put  in  motion.  Yet,  thoroughly 
imbued  with  a  reverence  for  the  guaranteed 
rights  of  individuals,  I  was  slow  to  adopt 
the  strong  measures  which  by  degrees  I 
have  been  forced  to  regard  as  being  within 
the  exceptions  of  the  Constitution,  and  as 
indispensable  to  the  public  safety.  Nothing 
is  better  known  to  history  than  that  courts 
of  justice  are  utterly  incompetent  to  such 
cases.  Civil  courts  are  organized  chiefly  for 
trials  of  individuals,  or,  at  most,  a  few  indi- 
viduals acting  in  concert ;  and  this  in  auiet 
times,  and  on  charges  of  crimes  well  denned 
in  the  law.  Even  in  times  of  peace,  bands 
of  horse-thieves  and  robbers  frequently  grow 
too  numerous  and  powerfal  for  ordinary 
courts  of  justice.  But  what  comparison,  in 
numbers,  have  such  bands  ever  borne  to  the 
insurgent  sympathizers  even  in  many  of  the 
loyal  States?  Again,  a  jiuy  too  frequently  has 
at  least  one  member  more  ready  to  hang  the 
panel  tium  to  hang  the  traitor.    And  yet^ 
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again,  he  who  dissuades  one  man  from  vol- 
nnteering,  or  induces  one  soldier  to  desert, 
weakens  the  Union  cause  as  much  as  he  who 
kills  a  Union  soldier  in  battle.  Yet  this  dis- 
suasion or  inducement  maybe  so  conducted 
as  to  be  no  defined  crime  of  which  any  civil 
court  would  take  cognizance. 

**0nr8  is  a  case  of  rebellion — so  called 
by  the  resolutions  before  me — in  fact,  a 
clear,  flagrant,  and  gigantic  case  of  rebellion; 
and  the  provision  of  the  Gonstitution,  that 
*  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  eorptu 
shall  not  be  suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases 
of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
may  require  it,^  is  the  provision  which 
specially  applies  to  our  present  case.  This 
provision  plainly  attests  the  understanding 
of  those  who  made  the  Constitution,  that 
ordinary  courts  of  justice  are  inadequate  to 
<  cases  of  rebellion* — ^attests  their  purpose 
that,  in  such  cases,  men  may  be  held  in  cus- 
tody whom  the  courts,  acting  on  ordinary 
rules,  would  discharge.  Habeas  corpus  does 
not  discharge  men  who  are  proved  to  be 
guilty  of  defined  crime ;  and  its  suspension 
is  allowed  by  the  Constitution  on  purpose 
that  men  may  be  arrested  and  held  who 
cannot  be  proved  to  be  guilty  of  defined 
crime,  *  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  inva- 
sion, the  public  safety  may  require  it' 

'^This  is  precisely  our  present  case — a 
case  of  rebellion,  wherein  the  public  safety 
does  require  the  suspension.  Indeed,  ar- 
rests by  process  of  courts  and  arrests  in 
N  oases  of  rebellion  do  not  proceed  altogether 
upon  the  same  basis.  The  former  is  direct- 
ed at  the  smaU  percentage  of  ordinary  and 
continuous  perpetration  of  crime ;  while  the 
latter  is  directed  at  sudden  and  extensive 
uprisings  against  the  Government,  which, 
at  most,  wloQ  succeed  or  .fail  in  no  great 
length  of  time.  In  the  latter  case,  arrests 
are  made,  not  so  much  for  what  has  been 
done,  as  for  what  probably  would  be  done. 
The  latter  is  more  for  the  preventive  and 
less  for  the  vindictive  than  the  former.  In 
such  cases,  the  purposes  of  men  are  much 
more  easily  understood  than  in  cases  of 
ordinary  crime.  The  man  who  stands  by 
and  says  nothing,  when  the  peril  of  his  Gov- 
ernment is  discussed,  cannot  be  misunder- 
stood. ■  If  not  hindered,  he  is  sure  to  help 
the  enemy ;  much  more,  if  he  talks  ambigu- 
ously— talks  for  his  country  with  '  huts'  and 
*ifs'  and  'ands.'  Of  how  little  value  tiie 
constitutional  provisions  I  have  quoted  will 
be  rendered,  if  arrests  shall  never  be  made 
until  defined  crimes  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, may  be  illustrated  by  a  few  notable 
examples.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  G^n. 
Bobert  E.  Lee,  G^n.  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
Gen.  John  B.  Magruder,  Gen.  William 
Preston,  Gen.  Simon  B.  Buckner,  and  Com. 
IVanklin   Buchanan,  now   occupying   the 


very  highest  places  in  the  Rebel  war  ser- 
vice, were  all  within  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment since  the  RebeUion  began,  and 
were  nearly  as  well  known  to  be  traitors 
then  as  now.  Unquestionably,  if  we  had 
seized  them  and  held  them,  the  insurgent 
cause  would  be  much  weaker.  But  no  one 
of  them  had  then  committed  any  crime  de- 
fined in  the  law.  Every  one  cf  them,  if  ar- 
rested, would  have  been  discharged  on  ha- 
beas  corpus^  were  the  writ  allowed  to  ope- 
rate. In  view  of  these  and  similar  cases,  I 
think  the  time  not  unlikely  to  come  when  I 
shall  be  blamed  for  having  made  too  few 
arrests  rather  than  too  many. 

"  By  the  third  resolution,  the  meeting  in- 
dicate their  opinion  that  military  arrests 
may  be  constitutional  in  localities  where  re- 
beUion  actually  exists,  but  that  such  arrests 
are  unconstitutional  in  localities  where  re- 
bellion or  insurrection  does  not  actually  ex- 
ist. They  insist  that  such  arrests  shall  not 
be  made  ^  outside  of  the  lines  of  necessary 
military  occupation,  and  the  scenes  of  in- 
surrection.' Inasmuch,  however,  as  the 
Constitution  itself  makes  no  such  distinc- 
tion, I  am  unable  to  believe  that  there  it 
any  such  constitutional  distinction.  I  con- 
cede that  the  class  of  arrests  complained  of 
can  be  constitutional  only  when,  in  cases  of 
rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may 
require  them,  and  I  insist  that  in  such  cases 
they  are  constitutional  wherever  the  public 
safety  does  require  them ;  as  well  in  places 
to  which  they  may  prevent  the  rebellion 
extending,  as  in  those  where  it  may  be  al- 
ready prevailing ;  as  well  where  they  may 
restrain  mischievous  interference  with  the 
raidng  and  supplying  of  armies  to  suppress 
the  rebellion,  as  where  the  rebellion  may 
actuaUy  be;  as  well  where  they  may  re- 
strain the  enticing  men  out  of  the  army,  as 
where  they  would  prevent  mutiny  in  the 
army ;  equally  constitutional  at  aJl  places 
where  they  will  conduce  to  the  public  safe- 
ty, as  against  the  dangers  of  rebellion  or  in- 
vasion. Take  the  peculiar  case  mentioned 
by  the  meeting.  It  is  asserted,  in  substance, 
that  Mr.  Vallandigham  was,  by  a  military 
commander,  seized  and  tried  *  for  no.  other 
reason  than  words  addressed  to  a  public 
meeting,  in  criticism  of  the  course  of  the 
Administration,  and  in  condemnation  of  the 
military  orders  of  the  General!'  Now,  if 
there  be  no  mistake  about  this ;  if  this  as- 
sertion is  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth ;  if 
there  was  no  other  reason  for  the  arrest, 
then  I  concede  that  the  arrest  was  wrong. 
But  the  arrest,  as  I  understand,  was  made 
for  a  very  different  reason.  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham avows  his  hostility  to  the  war  on  the 
part  of  the  Union ;  and  his  arrest  was  made 
because  he  was  laboring,  with  some  effect,  • 
to  prevent  the  raising  of  troops ;  to  enoonr- 
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age  desertions  from  the  army;  and  to  leave 
the  Rebellion  without  an  adequate  military 
force  to  suppress  it.  He  was  not  arrested 
because  he  was  damaging  the  political  pros- 
pects of  the  Administration,  or  the  personal 
interests  of  the  commanding  General,  but 
because  he  was  damaging  the  army,  upon 
the  existence  and  vigor  of  which  the  life  of 
the  nation  depends.  He  was  warring  upon 
the  military ;  and  this  gave.the  military  con- 
stitutional jurisdiction  to  lay  hands  upon 
him.  If  Mr,  Yallandigham  was  not  dam- 
aging the  military  power  of  the  country, 
then  his  arrest  was  made  on  mistake  of  fact, 
which  I  would  be  glad  to  correct  on  reason- 
ably satisfactory  evidence. 

**  I  understand  the  meeting,  whose  reso- 
lutions I  am  considering,  to  be  in  favor  of 
suppressing  the  Rebellion  by  military  force 
— by  armies.  Long  experience  has  shown 
that  armies  cannot  be  maintained  unless 
desertions  shall  be  punished  by  the  severe 
penalty  of  death.  The  case  requires,  and 
the  law  and  the  Oonstitution  sanction,  this 
punishment.  Must  I  shoot  a  simple-minded 
soldier  boy  who  deserts,  while  I  must  not 
touch  a  hair  of  a  wily  agitator  who  induces 
him  to  desert?  This  is  none  the  less  injurious 
when  effected  by  getting  a  father,  or  brother, 
or  friend,  into  a  public  meeting,  and  there 
v^  working  upon  his  feelings  till  he  is  perr 
^  suaded  to  write  the  soldier  boy  that  he  is 
fighting  in  a  bad  cause,  for  a  wicked  Ad- 
ministration of  a  contemptible  Government, 
too  weak  to  arrest  and  punish  him  if  he 
shall  desert.  I  think  that,  in  such  a  case, 
to  silence  the  a^tator  and  save  the  boy  is 
not  only  constitutional  but  withal  a  great 
mercy. 

**  If  I  be  wrong  on  this  Question  of  con- 
stitutional power,  my  error  lies  in  believing 
that  certain  proceedings  are  constitutionid 
when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the 
public  safety  requires  them,  which  would 
not  be  constitutional  when,  in  the  absence  of 
rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public  safety 
does  not  require  them :  in  other  words,  that 
the  Constitution  is  not,  in  its  application,  in 
all  respects  the  same,  in  cases  of  rebellion 
or  invasion  involving  the  public  safety,  as 
.  it  is  in  times  of  profound  peace  and  public 
security.  The  Oonstitution  itself  makes 
the  distinction;  and  I  can  no  more  be  per- 
suaded that*  the  Government  can  constitu- 
tionally take  no  strong  measures  in  time  of 
rebellion,  because  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
same  could  not  be  lawfully  taken  in  time 
of  peace,  than  I  can  be  persuaded  that,  a 
particular  drug  is  not  good  medicine  for  a 
sick  man,  because  it  can  be  shown  not  to  be 
good  food  for  a  well  one.  Nor  am  I  able  to 
appreciate  the  danger  apprehended  by  the 


meeting,  that  tiie  Amencan  people  will,  br 
means  of  military  arrests  during  the  Rebel- 
lion, lose  tlie  right  of  public  discussion,  tho 
liberty  of  speedi  and  the  press,  tlie  law  of 
evidence,  trial  by  jury,  and  JMbeaa  eorputj 
throughout  the  indefinite  peaoefdi  future, 
which  I  trust  lies  before  them,  any  more 
than  I  am  able  to  believe  that  a  man  could 
contract  so  strong  an  appetite  for  emetics 
during  a  temporary  illness  as  to  persist  in 
feeding  upon  them  during  the  remainder  of 
his  healthful  life.    ♦    ♦    » 

^^One  of  the  resolutions  expresses  the 
opinion  of  the  meeting  that  arbitrary  ar- 
rests will  have  the  effect  to  divide  and  dis- 
tract those  who  should  be  united  in  sup- 
pressing the  Rebellion ;  and  I  am  specifically 
called  on  to  discharge  Mr.  Yallandigham.  I 
regard  this  as,  at  least,  a  fair  appeal  to  me 
on  the  expediency  of  exercising  a  constitu- 
tional power  which  I  think  exists.  In  re- 
sponse to  such  appeal,  I  have  to  say,  it  gave 
me  pain  when  I  le«jned  that  Mr.  Yallan- 
digham had  been  nested — ^that  is,  I  was 
pained  that  there  should  have  seemed  to  be 
a  necessity  for  arresting  him — and  that  it 
will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  discharge 
him  so  soon  as  2  can,  by  any  means,  believe 
the  public  safety  will  not  suffer  by  it'* 

The  Ohio  Democratic  Convention, 
which  met  **  at  Columbus,  and  by  ac- 
clamation nominated  Mr.  Yallandig- 
ham as  tiieir  candidate  for  Governor, 
passed  resolves  strongly  condemning 
his  banishment  as  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  four  specified  provisions  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  ap- 
pointed tiieir  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents  (nearly  all  Members  or 
ex-Members  of  Congress)  a  Commit- 
tee to  address  the  President  in  favor 
of  a  revocation  of  the  order  of  banish- 
ment In  obeying  this  direction, 
that  Committee,  claiming  to  utter 
the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  said : " 

"  Mr.  Yallandigham  may  differ  with  the 
President,  and  even  with  some  of  his  own 
political  party,  as  to  the  true  and  most  ef- 
fectnal  means  of  maintaining  the  Oonstitu- 
tion and  restoring  the  Union;  but  this 
difference  of  opinion  does  not  prove  him  to 
be  unfaithfhl  to  his  duties  as  an  American 
citizen.    If  a  man,  devotedly  attached  to 
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the  Constitation  and  the  Union,  oonsoien- 
tiooslj  believes  that,  from  the  inherent  na- 
ture of  the  Federal  compaot,  the  war,  in  the 
present  condition  of  things  in  this  country, 
cannot  be  used  as  a  means  of  restoring  the 
Union ;  or  that  a  war  to  subjugate  a  part  of 
the  States,  or  a  war  to  revolutionize  the 
social  system  in  a  part  of  the  States,  oould 
not  restore,  but  would  inevitably  result  in 
the  final  destruction  of,  both  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Union,  is  he  not  to  be  allowed 
the  right  of  an  American  citizen  to  appeal 
to  the  judgment  of  the  people  for  a  change 
of  policy  by  the  oonstitntional  remedy  of  the 
ballot-box  ? 

"The  undersigned  are  unable  to  agree 
with  you  in  the  opinion  you  have  expressed, 
that  the  Constitution  is  different  in  time  of 
insurrection  or  invasion  from  what  it  is  in 
time  of  peace  and  public  security.  The 
Constitution  provides  for  no  limitation  upon 
or  exceptions  to  the  guarantiee  of  personal 
liberty,  except  as  to  Um  writ  of  habsoB  eor- 
jnu.  Has  the  Preeidftt,  at  the  time  of  in- 
vasion or  insurrection,  the  right  to  engraft 
limitations  or  exceptions  upon  these  consti- 
tutional guaranties  whenever,  in  his  Judg- 
ment, the  public  safety  re<yiires  it? 

"  True  it  is,  the  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  defines  the  various  powers  dele- 
gated to  Congress  declares  that  *the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  hahea$  corpu»  shall  not 
be  suspended  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebel- 
lion or  invasion,  the  public  safety  may  re- 
quire it.'  But  this  qualification  or  limita- 
tion upon  this  restriction  upon  the  powers 
of  Congress  has  no  reference  to  or  connec- 
tion with  the  other  constitutional  guar- 
anties of  personal  liberty.  Expunge  from 
the  Constitution  this  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  Congress  to  suspend  the  writ  of 
habeas  carpusy  and  yet  the  other  guaranties 
of  personal  liberty  would  remain  un- 
changed." 

Mr.  Lincoln  responded  "  pungently 
to  this  appeal,  but  less  elaborately 
than  he  had  done  to  the  Albany  ar- 
raignment; deeming  the  argument 
in  good  part  exhausted.  On  the 
main  point,  he  said : 

'^  The  earnestness  with  which  you  insist 
that  persons  can  only,  in  times  of  rebellion, 
be  lawfully  dealt  with,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules  for  criminal  trials  and  punishments 
in  times  of  peace,  induces  me  to  add  a  word 
to  what  I  said  on  that  point  in  the  Albany 
response.  You  claim  that  men  may,  if 
they  choose,  embarrass  those  whose  duty 
it  is  to  combat  a  giant  rebellion,  and  then  be 
dealt  with  only  in  turn  as  if  there  were  no 


rebellion.  The  Constitation  itself  rqjeots 
this  view.  The  military  arrests  and  deten- 
tions which  have  been  made,  including 
those  of  Mr.  Yallandigham,  which  are  not 
different  in  principle  from  the  other,  have 
been  for  prevention^  aud  not  for  ptrnM- 
ment — as  injunctions  to  stay  injury,  as  pro- 
ceedings to  keep  the  peace— and  hence,  like 
proceedings  in  such  cases  and  for  like  rea- 
sons, they  have  not  been  accompanied  with 
indictments,  or  trials  by  juries,  nor,  in  a 
single  case,  by  any  punishment  whatever, 
beyond  what  is  purely  incidental  to  the 
prevention.  The  original  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment in  Mr.  Yidlandigham^s  case  was 
to  prevent  ii^jury  to  the  military  service 
only ;  and  the  modification  of  it  was  made 
as  a  less  disagreeable  mode  to  him  of  secur- 
ing the  same  prevention.^* 

In  drawing  his  argument  to  a 
dose,  the  President  said : 

^*  Yon  omit  to  state  or  intimate  that,  in 
your  opinion,  an  army  is  a  constitutional 
means  of  saving  the  Union  against  a  rebel- 
lion, or  even  to  intimate  that  you  are  con- 
scious of  an  existing  rebeUion  being  in  pro- 
gress with  the  avowed  object  of  destroying 
that  very  Union.  At  the  same  time,  your 
nominee  for  Governor,  in  whose  behalf  you 
appeal,  is  known  to  you  and  to  the  world  to 
declare  against  the  use  of  an  army  to  sup- 
press the  Rebellion.  Your  own  attitude, 
therefore,  eccourages  desertion,  resistance 
to  the  draft,  and  the  like ;  because  it  teaches 
those  who  incline  to  desert  and  to  esc^)e 
the  draft  to  believe  it  is  your  purpose  to 
protect  them,  and  to  hope  that  you  will  be- 
come strong  enough  to  do  so. 

'*  After  a  short  personal  intercourse  with 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  I  cannot 
say  I  think  you  desire  this  effect  to  ioWow 
your  attitude ;  but  I  assure  you  that  both 
friends  and  enemies  of  the  Union  look  upon 
it  in  this  light.  It  is  a  substantial  hope,  and 
by  consequence  a  real  strength,  to  the  ene- 
my. It  is  a  false  hope,  and  one  which  yon 
would  willingly  dispel.  I  will  make  the 
way  exceedingly  easy.  I  send  you  dupli- 
cates of  this  letter,  in  order  that  you,  or  a 
mjyority,  may,  if  you  choose,  indorse  your 
names  upon  one  of  them,  and  return  it  thus 
indorsed  to  me,  with  the  understanding 
that  those  signing  are  thereby  committed  to 
the  foUowing  propositions,  and  to  nothing 
else: 

"1.  That  there  is  now  a  rebellion  in  the 
United  States,  the  object  and  tendency  of 
which  is,  to  destroy  the  National  Union : 
and  tliat,  in  your  opinion,  an  army  and 
navy  are  constitutional  means  for  8uppres»- 
ing  that  rebellion. 
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^  2.  That  no  one  of  yon  will  do  any  thing 
which,  in  his  own  judgment,  will  tend  to 
hinder  the  increase  or  favor  the  decrease  or 
lessen  the  efiiciency  of  the  army  and  navy, 
while  engaged  in  the  effort  to  suppress  that 
rebellion;  and 

"  8.  That  each  of  you  will,  in  Ids  sphere, 
do  all  he  can  to  have  the  officers,  soldiers, 
and  seamen  of  the  army  and  navy,  while 
engaged  in  the  effort  to  suppress  the  Rebel- 
lion, paid,  fed,  clad,  and  otherwise  well  pro- 
vided for  and  supported. 

*'And  with  the  further  nnderstanding 
that,  upon  receiving  the  letter  and  names 
thus  indorsed,  I  will  cause  them  to  be  pub- 
lished ;  which  publication  shall  be,  within 
itself,  a  revocation  of  the  order  in  relation 
to  Mr.  Yallandigham. 

**It  will  not  escape  observation  that  I 
consent  to  the  release  of  Mr.  Yallandigham 
upon  terms  not  embracing  any  pledge  from 
him,  or  from  others,  as  to  what  he  will  oc 
will  not  do.  I  do  this  because  he  is  not 
present  to  speak  for  himself,  or  to  authorize 
others  to  speak  for  him ;  and  hence  I  shall 
expect  that  on  returning  he  would  not  put 
himself  practically  in  antagonism  with  his 
friends.  But  I  do  it  chiefly  because  I 
thereby  prevail  on  other  influential  gentle- 
men of  Ohio  to  BO  define  their  position  as 
to  be  of  immense  value  to  the  army — thus 
more  than  compensating  for  the  conse- 
quences of  any  mistake  in  allowing  Mr.  Yal- 
landigham to  return ;  so  that,  on  the  whole, 
the  public  safety  will  not  have  suffered  by 
it  Still,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Yallandigham 
and  all  others,  I  must  hereafter,  as  hereto- 
fore, do  so  much  as  the  public  service  may 
seem  to  require. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 
yours,  &C.,  A.  Linoolv." 

The  Committee  rejoined,**  contro- 
Terting  the  President's  positions ;  re- 
pelling his  imputation  that  they  or 
their  party  would  encourage  deser- 


tions, or  resistance  to  the  draft,  sug- 
gesting that 

'*The  measoree  of  the  Administration, 
and  its  chanaes  ofpoliey  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  have  been  the  fruitful  sources 
of  discouraging  enlistments  and  inducing 
desertions,  and  furnish  a  reason  for  the  un- 
deniable fact  that  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teers was  answered  by  very  many  more  than 
were  demanded,  and  that  the  next  call  for 
soldiers  will  probably  be  responded  to  by 
drafted  men  alone.'' 

They  express  surprise  at  the  Pre- 
sident's proffer  to  revoke  the  banish- 
ment of  Mr.  V.  on  the  conditions 
above  specified,  and  decline  to 
"enter  into  any  bargains,  terms, 
contracts,  or  conditions,  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to 
procure  the  release  of  Mr.  Vallandig- 
hanu  They  regard  the  proffer  as  in* 
volving  an  imputation  on  their  own 
sincerity  and  fidelity  as  citizens  of 
the  United  States  f  and  declare  that 

"they  have  asked  the  relocation  of  the 
order  of  banishment  not  as  a  favor,  but  as  a 
right  due  to  the  people  of  Ohio,  and  with  a 
view  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  conflict  or 
disturbance  of  the  public  tranquillity." 

At  this  point,  the  argument  of  this 
grave  question,  concerning  the  right, 
in  time  of  war,  of  those  who  question 
the  justice  or  the  policy  of  such  war, 
to  denounce  its  prosecution  as  mis- 
taken and  ruinous,  was  rested  by  the 
President  and  his  assailants— or 
rather,  it  was  transferred**  by  the 


"Julyl. 

**  The  arbitrary  suppression,  within  a  oertain 
military  department^  by  the  General  command- 
ing therein,  of  the  droolation  of  two  or  three 
journals  deemed  by  him  disloyal,  having  pro- 
voked much  discussion  and  excited  some  alarm, 
a  meeting  of  the  Journalists  of  New  York  was 
held  at  the  Astor  House,  June  8th,  and  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  of  sentiments  unaninM>usly 
adopted: 

"  Whertou^  Recent  events  indicate  the  exist- 
ence of  grave  misapprehensions  and  lamentable 
confusion  of  ideas  with  regard  to  this  vital  ques- 
tion; therefore, 

^  EmlMit  That  oar  oonceptiona  of  the  rights 


and  duties  of  the  Press,  in  a  season  of  convul- 
sion and  public  peril,  like  Uie  present,  are  briefy 
summed  up  in  the  f<^owing  propositions : 

"  1.  We  recognize  and  affirm  the  duty  of  fidel- 
ity to  the  Constitution,  Government,  and  laws 
of  our  country,  as  a  high  moral  as  well  as  polit- 
ical obligation  resting  on  every  citizen;  and 
neither  claim  for  ourselves  nor  concede  to  others 
any  exemption  flrom  its  requirements  or  privi- 
lege to  evade  their  sacred  and  binding  force. 

"  2.  That  Treason  and  Rebellion  are  crimes^ 
by  the  fymdamental  law  of  this  as  of  every  other 
country ;  and  nowhere  else  so  oulpi^le,  so  ab- 
horrent, as  in  a  republic,  where  each  has  an 
equal  voice  and  vote  in  the  peaoeful  and  legal 
direction  of  public  aflUrs. 

"3.  WhUe  we  thus emphatioallj  disclaim  and 
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latter  to  the  popular  fomm,  where — 
especially  in  Ohio — ^it  was  continued 
with  decided  frankness  as  well  as  re- 
markable pertinacity  and  vehemence. 
And  one  natural  consequence  of  such 
discussion  was  to  render  the  Demo- 
cratic party  more  decidedly,  openly, 
palpably,  anti- War  than  it  had  hither-^ 

to  been.  

Perhaps  the  very  darkest  days  that 
the  Republic  ever  saw  were  the  ten 
which  just  preceded  the  4th  of  July, 
1863 — ^when  our  oft-beaten  Army  of 
the  Potomac  was  moving  northward 
to  cover  Washington  and  Baltimore 
— ^when  Milroy's  demolition  at  Win- 
chester seemed  to  have  filled  the  bit- 
ter cup  held  to  our  lips  at  Freder- 
icksburg and  Chancellorsville — when 
tidings  of  the  displacement  of  Hook- 
er by  Meade,  just  on  the  eve  of  a 
great,  decisive  battle,  were  received 
with  a  painful  surprise  by  m'any 
sad,  sinking  hearts — ^when  Grant  was 
held  at  bay  by  Vicksbui^g  and  Banks 
by  Port  Hudson;  while  Eosecrans 
had  for  half  a  year  stood  still  in  Mid- 
dle Tennessee.  At  this  hour  of  na- 
tional peril  and  depression,  when  the 
early  appearance  of  Lee's  victory- 
crowned  legions  in  the  streets  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York  was  con- 
fidently, exultingly  anticipated  by 
thousands,  our  leading  Democratic 
statesmen  and  orators  were  preparing 
orations  and  addresses  for  the  ap- 
proaching anniversary  of  our  Nation- 
al Independence,  which  were  in  due 
time  delivered  to  applauding,  enthu- 


deny  any  rights  as  inhering  in  joumaliata  or 
others,  to  incite,  adrocate,  abet,  uphold,  or  justify 
treason  or  rebellion,  we  respectfully  but  firmly 
assert  and  maintain  the  right  of  the  Press  to 
criticise  fVeely  and  fearlessly  the  acts  of  those 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  govem- 
ment,  also  those  of  all  their  oivil  and  military 
tubordinates,  whether  with  intent  directly  to  se- 
cure greater  energy,  efficiency,  and  fidelity  hi 
the  public  serrioe,  or  in  order  to  achieve  the 


siastio  thousands,  though  the  speak- 
ers were  generally  as  chary  as  the 
Ohio  Democratic  State  Committee 
of  admitting  the  existence  in  our 
country  of  a  gigantic  Bebellion,  and 
insisting  on  the  duty  of  aiding  in  its 
suppression.  Not  the  Bebel  chiefe 
conspiring,  nor  the  Kebel  armies  ad- 
vancing at  their  behest,  to  overthrow 
the  Government  and  sever  finally  the 
Union,  but  the  directors  and  chief 
functionaries  of  that  Government, 
were  regarded  and  reprobated  by 
those  orators  as  public  enemies  to  be 
combated,  resisted,  and  overcome. 

Ex-President  Fiunklin  Pierce"  was 
the  orator  at  a  great  Democratic  mass 
meeting  held  at  Ooncord,  N.  H.;  and, 
in  his  carefully  prepared  oration,amid 
the  ringing  acclaim  of  thousands,  he 
said: 

"  The  Declaration  of  Independence  laid 
the  foundation  of  our  political  greatness  in 
the  two  fundamental  ideas  of  Uie  absolute 
independence  of  the  American  people,  and 
of  the  sovereignty  of  their  respective  States. 
Under  that  standard,  our  wise  and  heroic 
forefathers  fought  the  battle  of  the  Revolu- 
tion;  under  that^  they  conquered.  In  this 
spirit,  they* established  the  Union;  having 
the  conservative  bought  ever  present  .to 
their  minds,  of  the  original  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  several  States,  all  with 
their  diverse  institutions,  interests,  opinions, 
and  habits,  to  be  maintdned  intact  and  se- 
cure, by  the  reciprocal  stipulations  and  mu- 
tual compromises  of  the  Constitution.  Tliey 
were  master  builders,  who  reared  up  the 
grand  structure  of  the  Union — that  august 
temple  beneath  whose  dome  three  genera- 
tions have  enjoyed  such  blessings  of  civil 
liberty  as  were  never  before  vouchsafed  by 
Providence  to  man — that  temple  before 
whose  altars  you  and  I  have  not  only  bowed 
with  devout  and  grateful  hearts,  but  whert, 
with  patriotic  vows  and  sacrifices,  we  have 


same  ends  more  remotely,  through  the  substito- 
tion  of  other  persons  for  those  now  in  power. 

"4  That  any  limitations  of  this  right  created 
by  the  necessities  of  war  should  be  confined  to 
localities  wherein  hostilities  actually  exist,  or 
are  imminently  threatened;  and  we  denv  the 
right  of  any  military  officer  to  suppress  the  is- 
sues or  forbid  the  general  circulation  of  Journals 
printed  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  seat  of  war." 

•  See  his  letter  to  Jeff  Davis,  VoL  L,  p.  6^. 
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to  frequently  consecrated  onrselves  to  the 
protection  and  maintenance  of  those  lofty 
columns  of  the  Constitution  by  which  it  was 
upheld.  No  visionary  enthusiasts  were  they, 
dreaming  vainly  of  the  impossible  uniformity 
of  some  wild  Utopia  of  uieir  own  imagina- 
tions. No  desperate  reformers  were  they, 
madly  bent  upon  schemes  which,  if  consum- 
mated, could  only  result  in  general  confu- 
sion, anarchy,  and  chaos.  Oh,  no  I  high- 
hearted, but  sagacious  and  practical  states- 
men they  were,  who  saw  society  as  a  li^ng 
fact,  not  as  a  troubled  vision;  who  knew 
that  national  power  consists  in  the  recon- 
cilement of  diversities  of  institutions  and  in- 
terests, not  their  conflict  and  obliteration ; 
and  who  saw  that  variety  and  adaptation 
of  parts  are  the  necessary  elements  of  all 
there  is  sublime  or  beautifal  in  the  works  of 
art  or  of  nature.  Migestic  were  the  solid 
foundations,  the  massive  masonry,  the  col- 
umned loftiness,  of  that  magnificent  struc- 
ture of  the  Union.  Glorious  was  the  career 
of  prosperity  and  peace  and  power  upon 
which,  from  its  very  birthday,  the  American 
Union  entered,  as  with  the  assured  march 
of  the  conscious  offspring  of  those  giants  of 
the  Revolution.  Such  was  the  Union,  as  con- 
ceived and  administ^f*ed  by  Washington  and 
Adams,  by  Jefferson  and  Madison  and  Jack- 
son. Such,  I  say,  was  the  Union,  ere  the  evil 
times  befell  us ;  ere  the  madness  of  sectional 
hatreds  and  animosities  possessed  us;  ere, 
in  the  third  generation,  the  all-comprehen- 
sive patriotbm  of  the  Fathers  had  died  out, 
and  given  place  to  the  passionate  emotions 
of  narrow  and  aggressive  sectionalism.  ♦  •  * 
OlorioDS,  sublime  above  all  that  history  re- 
cords of  national  greatness,  was  the  specta- 
cle which  the  Union  exhibited  to  the  world, 
80  long  as  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
lived  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  the 
government  was  a  government  of  men  recip- 
rocally respecting  one  another^s  rights,  and 
of  States,  each  moving,  planet-like,  in  the 
orbit  of  its  proper  place  in  the  firmament  of 
the  Union,  Then  we  were  the  model  repub- 
lic of  the  world,  honored,  loved,  or  feared 
where  we  were  not  loved,  respected  abroad, 
peaceful  and  happy  at  home.  No  Ameri- 
can citizen  was  then  subject  to  be  driven 
int^exile  for  opinion's  sake,  or  arbitrarily 
arrested  and  incarcerated  in  military  bastiles 
—even  as  he  may  now  be — not  for  acts  or 
words  of  imputed  treason,  but  if  he  do  but 
mourn  in  silent  sorrow  over  the  desolation 
of  his  country ;  no  embattled  hosts  of  Ameri- 
cans were  then  wasting  their  lives  and  re- 
sources in  sanguinary  civil  strife ;  no  suicidal 
and  parricidal  civil  war  then  swept  like  a  ra- 
ging tempest  of  death  over  the  stricken  home- 
steads and  wailing  cities  of  the  Union.  Oh, 
that  such  a  change  should  have  oome  over 
oor  country,  in  a  day,  as  it  were — as  if  all 
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men  in  every  State  of  the  Union,  North  and 
South,  East  and  West,  were  suddenly  smi^ 
ten  with  homicidal  madness,  and  *  the  cus- 
tom of  fell  deeds '  rendered  as  familiar  as 
if  it  were  a  part  of  our  inborn  nature ;  as 
if  an'  avenging  angel  had  been  suffered  by 
Providence  to  wave  a  sword  of  flaming  fire 
above  oar  heads,  to  convert  so  many  mil- 
lions of  good  men,  living  together  in  broth- 
erly love,  into  insensate  beings,  savagely 
bent  on  the  destruction  of  themselves  and 
of  each  other,  and  leaving  but  a  smoulder- 
ing ruin  of  conflagration  and  of  blood  in  the 
place  of  our  once  bless^  Union.  I  endeavor 
sometimes  to  close  my  ears  to  the  sounds 
and  my  eyes  to  the  sights  of  woe,  and  to  ask 
my^lf  whether  all  this  can  be---to  inquire 
which  is  true,  whether  the  past  happmess 
and  prosperity  of  my  country  are  bat  the 
flattering  vision  of  a  happy  sleep,  or  its  pros* 
ent  misery  and  desolation  haply  the  delusion 
of  some  disturbed  dream.  One  or  the  other 
seems  incredible  and  impossible:  but,  alas  I 
the  stern  truth  can  not  thus  be  dispelled  from 
our  minds.  Can  you  forget,  ought  I  espe^ 
cially  to  be  expected  to  forget,  those  not  re- 
mote days  in  the  history  of  our  country, 
when  its  greatness  and  glory  shed  the 
reflection  at  least  of  their  rays  upon  all 
our  lives,  and  thus  enabled  us  to  read  the 
lessoifs  of  the  fathers,  and  of  their.  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  light  of  their  principles  and  their 
deeds  ?  Then  war  was  conducted  only  against 
the  foreign  enemy,  and  not  in  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  persecuting  non-combatant  pop- 
ulations, nor  of  burning  undefended  towns  or 
private  dwellings,  and  wasting  the  fields  of 
the  husbandmen,  or  the  workshops  of  the 
artisan,  but  of  subduing ^rmed  hosts  in  the 
field.  *  *  ♦  How  is  all  this  changed  I  And 
why?  Do  we  not  all  know  that  the  cause 
of  our  calamities  is  the  vicious  intermed- 
dling of  too  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Northern  States  with  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Southern  States,  cooperating 
with  the  discontents  of  the  people  of  those 
States  f  Do  we  not  know  that  the  disregard 
of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  security  it 
affords  to  the  rights  of  States  and  of  individ- 
uals, has  been  the  cause  of  the  calamity 
which  our  country  is  called  to  undergo! 
And  now,  war  I  war,  in  its  direst  shape — 
war,  such  as  it  makes  the  blood  run  cold  to 
read  of  in  the  history  of  other  nations  and 
of  other  times — war,  on  a  scale  of  a  million 
of  men  in  arms — war,  horrid  as  that  of  bar- 
baric ages,  rages  in  several  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  as  its  more  immediate  field,  and 
casts  the  lurid  shadow  of  its  death  and  lam- 
entation athwart  the  whole  expanse,  and 
into  every  nook  and  comer  of  our  vast  do- 
main. Nor  is  that  all ;  for  in  those  of  th« 
States  which  are  exempt  from  the  actual 
ravages  of  war,  ia  which  the  roar  of  the. 
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cannon,  and  the  rattle  of  the  mosketrj,  and 
the  groans  of  the  djing,  are  heard  but  as  a 
faint  echo  of  terror  from  other  lands,  even 
here  in  the  loyal  States^  the  mailed  hand  of 
militarj  usurpation  strikes  down  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  and  its  foot  tramples  on 
a  deseoratea  Oonstitution.  Ay,  in  this  land 
of  free  thought,  free  speech,  and  free  wri- 
ting—in this  republic  of  free  suffrage,  with 
liberty  of  thoi^^ht  and  expression  as  the 
very  essence  of  republican  institutions—^ 
even  here,  in  these  free  States,  it  is  made 
criminal  ♦  ♦  ♦  for  that  noble  martyr  of  flree 
speech,  Mr.  YaUandigham,  to  discuss  public 
affairs  in  Ohio— ay,  even  here,  the  temi)o- 
rary  agents  of  the  sovereign  people,  the 
transitory  administrators  of  the  govemmJht, 
tell  us  that  in  time  of  war  the  mere  arbitrary 
will  of  the  President  takes  the  place  of  the 
Constitution,  and  the  President  himself  an- 
nounces to  us  that  it  is  treasonable  to  speak 
or  to  write  otherwise  than  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe ;  nay,  that  it  is  treasonable  even  to 
be  silent,  though  we  be  struck  dumb  by 
the  shock  of  the  calamities  with  which  evil 
counsels,  incompetency,and  oorruption,  have 
overwhelmed  our  country." 

Oonsidering  that  Qen.  Lee,  at 
the  head  of  a  formidable  Sontl^em 
army,  composed  in  good  part  of  the 
Virginians  like  himself,  was  on  the 
soil  of  the  Free  States  when  this  ad- 
dress was  written,  intent  on  compel- 
ling them,  by  force  of  arms,  to  sub- 
mit to  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  the 
following  passage  can  hardly  be  sur- 


'*  I  trust  it  may  be  profitable  on  this  oeca- 
Bion,  as  the  call  of  your  meeting  suggests,  to 
revive  the  memories  of  that  heroic  epoch  of 
the  republic,  even  though  they  come  laden 
with  regrets,  and  hold  up  that  period  of  our 
history  in  contrast  with  the  present — ^though 
they  come  to  remind  us  of  what  were  our 
relations  during  the  Revolution,  and  in  later 
years,  prior  to  1861,  to  that  great  common- 
wealth which  we  were  accustomed  to  refer 
to  by  the  name  of '  the  Mother  of  Statesmen 
and  of  States;'  and  of  what  those  relations 
now  are.  Oan  it  be  that  we  are  never  to 
think  again  of  the  land  where  the  dust  of 
Washington  and  Patrick  Henry,  of  Jefferson 
and  Madison,  repose,  with  emotions  of  grati- 
tude, admiration,  and  filial  regard  ?  Is  hate 
for  all  that  Virginia  has  taught,  all  that  Vir- 
ginia has  done,  all  that  Virginia  now  is,  to 
take  the  place  of  sentiments  which  we  have 
cherished  all  our  lives?  Other  men  may  be 
•skedtodothia;  bat  it  ia  in  vain  to  appeal  to 


me.  So  far  aa  my  heart  is  concerned,  it  !• 
not  a  subject  or  volition.  While  there  may 
be  those  in  whose  breasts  such  sentiments 
as  these  awaken  no  responsive  feeling,  I  feel 
assured,  as  I  look  over  this  vast  assemblage, 
that  the  grateful  emotions  which  have  ^ 
nalized  this  anniversary  in  all  our  past  hte- 
tory  are  not  less  yours  than  they  are  mine 
to-day.  Let  us  be  thankful,  at  least,  tiiat 
we  have  ever  enjoyed  them ;  that  nothteg 
can  take  from  us  the  pride  and  exultation 
we  have  felt  as  we  saw  the  old  flag  unfold 
over  us,  and  realized  its  glorious  accretion 
of  stars  frx)m  the  original  thirteen  to  thir^- 
four ;  that  we  say  much,  when  we  say,  ia 
the  language  of  New  Hampshire's  greatest 
son,  if  we  oan  with  assurance  say  no  more : 
*  The  paM  at  least  is  secure.' " 

Mr.  Pierce  closed  his  oration  with 
a  deprecation  of  civil  war  and  aa 
appeal  for  peace  on  the  basis  of  the 
Union  and  Oonstitution,  which — con- 
sidering by  whom  and  for  what  the 
War  was  initiated — seems  to  this 
writer  to  evince  an  amazing  defiance 
of  the  assumption  that  Man  is  a  ra- 
tional being.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  My  friends,  you  have  had,  most  of  you 
have  had,  great  sorrows,  overwhelming  per- 
sonal sorrows,  it  may  be;  but  none  like 
these,  none  like  these,  which  come  welling 
up,  day  by  day,  from  the  great  fountain 
of  national  disaster,  red  with  the  best  and 
bravest  blood  of  the  country.  North  and 
South — ^red  with  the  blood  of  those  in  botk 
sections  of  the  Union  whose  fathers  foudit 
the  common  battle  of  Independence.  Nor 
have  these  sorrows  brought  with  them  any 
compensation,  whether  of  national  pride  or 
of  victorious  arms.  For  is  it  not  vain  to 
appeal  to  you  to  raise  a  shout  of  joy  because 
the  men  from  the  land  of  Washington,  Mari- 
ou,  and  Sumter,  are  baring  their  breasts  to 
the  steel  of  the  men  from  the  land  of  War- 
ren, Stark,  and  Stockton ;  or  because,  if  this 
war  is  to  continue  to  be  waged,  one  or  the 
other  must  go  to  the  wall — must  be  con- 
signed to  humiliating  subjugation?  %iM 
fearful,  fruitless,  fatal  civil  war  has  exhib- 
ited our  amazing  resources  and  vast  militarf 
power.  It  has  shown  that,  united,  even  in 
carrying  out,  in  its  widest'  interpretation, 
the  Monroe  doctrine,  on  this  continent,  we 
could,  with  such  protection  as  the  broad 
ocean  which  flows  between  ourselves  and 
European  powers  affords,  have  stood  again^ 
the  world  in  arms.  I  speak  of  the  war  as 
fruitiess;  for  it  is  clear  that,  prosecuted 
upon  the  basis  of  the  proclamations  of  Sep- 
tember 22d  and  September  24th,  1863,  pros- 
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eented,  as  I  mast  nnderstand  those  procla- 
mations, to  saj  nothing  of  the  kindred  brood 
which  has  followed,  upon  the  theory  of 
emancipation,  devastation,  subjugation,  it 
can  not  fail  to  be  fruitless  in  every  thing  ex- 
cept the  harvest  of  woe  which  it  is  ripening 
for  what  was  once  the  peerless  republic 

"  Now,  fellow  citizens,  after  having  said 
thus  much,  it  is  right  that  you  should  ask  me, 
What  would  you  do  in  tJiis  fearfhl  extremi- 
ty? I  reply.  From  the  beginning  of  this 
struggle  to  the  present  moment,  my  hope 
has  been  in  moral  power.  There  it  reposes 
atill.  When,  in  the  Spring  of  1861,  I  had 
occasion  to  address  my  fellow  citizens  of 
this  city,  from  the  balcony  of  the  hotel  be- 
fore us,  I  then  said  I  had  not  believed,  and 
did  not  then  believe,  aggression  by  arms  was 
either  a  suitable  or  possible  remedy  for  ex- 
isting evils.  All  that  has  occurred  since 
then  has  but  strengthened  and  confirmed 
my  convictions  in  this  regard.  I  repeat, 
then,  my  Judgment  impels  me  to  rely  upon 
moral  force,  and  not  upon  any  of  the  cder- 
cive  instrumentalities  of  military  nower. 
We  have  seen,*in  the  experience  of  tne  last 
two  years,  how  futile  are  all  our  efforts  to 
maintain  the  Union  by  force  of  arms ;  but, 
even  had  war  been  carried  on  by  us  suc- 
cessfully, the  ruinous  result  would  exhibit 
its  utter  impracticability  for  the  attainment 
of  th'e  desired  end.  Through  peaceful  agen- 
des,  and  through  such  agencies  alone,  can 
we  hope  to  *  form  a  more  perfect  Union,  es- 
tablish justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity, 
provide  for  the  common  defense,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity:' 
the  g^eat  objects  for  which,  and  for  which 
alone,  the  Constitution  was  formed.  If  you 
turn  round  and  ask  me,  What  if  these  agen- 
cies fail?  what  if  the  passionate  anger  of 
both  sections  forbids?  what  if  the  bidlot-box 
is  sealed  ?  Then,  all  efforts,  whether  of  war 
or  peace,  having  failed,  my  reply  is,  You  will 
take  care  of  yourselves;  with  or  without 
arms,  with  or  without  leaders,  we  will,  at 
least,  in  the  effort  to  defend  our  rights  as  a 
free  people,  build  up  a  ^reat  mausoleum  of 
hearts,  to  which  men  who  yearn  for  liberty 
will,  in  after  years,  with  bowed  heads  and 
reverently,  resort,  as  Christian  pilgrims  to 
the  sacred  shrines  of  the  Holy  Land." 

It  can  nol,  surely,  be  needftil  to  de- 
monstrate that  the  anther  of  this  ora- 
tion did  not  regard  the  Eebel  powet 
as  his  enemy,  nor  that  of  the  conntry. 

Gov.  Seymour,  who  addressed  a 
large  gathering  in  the  New  York 


Academy  of  Music,  in  language  care- 
fully weighed  beforehand  and  tem- 
pered by  the  obvious  requirements  of 
his  official  position,  was  (ar  more 
measured  and  cautious  in  his  assaults 
and  imputations  than  were  the  great 
majority  of  his  compatriots.  Yet  he 
opened  with  this  aUusion  to  the  Na- 
tion's imminent  perils  and  the  disap- 
pointed hopes,  the  blighted  expecta- 
tions, of  those  who,  whether  in  coun- 
cil or  OH  the  field,  were  charged  with 
the  high  responsibility  of  upholding 
its  authority  and  enforcing  its  laws : 
**  When  I  accepted  the  invitation  to  speak, 
with  others,  at  this  meeting,  we  were  pro- 
mised the  downfall  of  Yicksbarg,  the  open- 
ing of  the  Mississippi,  the  probable  capture 
of  the  Confederate  capital,  and  the  exhaus- 
tion of  the  Rebellion.  By  common  con* 
sent,  all  parties  had  fixed  upon  this  day 
when  the  results  of  the  campaign  should  be 
known,  to  mark  out  that  line  of  policy  which 
they  felt  that  our  country  should  pursue* 
But,*in  the  moment  of  expected  victory,  there 
came  the  midnight  cry  for  help  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  save  its  despoiled  fields  from 
the  invading  foe ;  and,  almost  within  sight 
of  this  great  commercial  metropolis,  the 
ships  of  your  merchants  were  burned  to  the 
water's  edge." 

Having  completed  his  portrayal  of 
the  National  calamities  and  perils,  he 
proceeded: 

^^  A  few  years  ago,  we  stood  before  this 
community  to  warn  them  of  the  dangers  of 
sectional  strife ;  but  our  fears  were  laughed 
at.  At  a  later  day,  when  the  clouds  of  war 
overhung  our  country,  we  implored  those 
in  authority  to  compromise  that  difficulty : 
for  we  had  been  told  by  that  great  orator 
and  statesman,  Burke,  that  there  never  yet 
was  a  revolution  that  might  not  have  been 
prievented  by  a  compromise  opportunely 
and  graciously  made.  [Great  applause.] 
Our  prayers  were  unheeded.  Again,  when 
the  contest  was  opened,  we  invoked  those 
who  had  the  conduct  of  affairs  not  to  un- 
derrate the  power  of  the  adversary — ^not  to 
underrate  the  courage,  and  resources,  and 
endurance,  of  our  own  sister  States.  ♦  This 
warning  was  treated  as  sympathy  with 
treason.  You  have  the  results  of  these  un- 
heeded warnings  and  unheeded  prayers; 
they  have  stained  our  soil  with  blood ;  they 
have  carried  mourning  into  thousands  of 
homes ;  and  to-day  they  have  brought  our 
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country  to  the  very  verge  of  destraotion. 
Once  more,  I  come  before  you,  to  oflfer  again 
an  earnest  prayer,  and  beg  you  to  listen  to 
a  warning.  Oar  country  is  not  only  at  this 
time  torn  by  one  of  the  bloodiest  wai^s  that 
has  ever  ravaged  the  face  of  the  earth ;  but, 
-^  if  we  turn  our  faces  to  our  own  loyal  States, 
how  is  it  there?  You  find  the  community 
divided  into  political  parties,  strongly  ar- 
rayed, and  using  with  regard  to  each  other 
terms  of  reproach  and  defiance.  It  is  said 
by  those  who  support  more  particularly  the 
Administration,  that  we,  who  differ  honestly, 
patriotically,  sincerely,  from  them  with  re- 
gard to  the  line  of  duty,  are  men  of  treason- 
able purposes  and  enemies  to  our  country. 
[*  Hear,  hear.']  On  the  other  hand,  the  De- 
mocratic organization  look  upon  this  Admin- 
istration as  hostOe  to  their  rights  and  lib- 
erties ;  they  look  upon  their  opponents  as 
men  who  would  do  them  wrong  in  regard 
to  their  most  sacred  franchises.  I  need  not 
call  your  attention  to  the  tone  of  the  prjBss, 
or  to  the  tone  of  public  feeling,  to  show  you 
how,  at  this  moment,  parties  are  tlius  exas- 
perated, and  stand  in  defiant  attitudes  to 
each  other.  A  few  years  ago,  we  were  told 
that  sectional  strife,  waged  in  words  like 
these,  would  do  no  harm  to  our  country ; 
but  you  have  seen  the  sad  and  bloody  re- 
sults. Let  us  be  admonished  now  in  time, 
and  take  care  that  this  irritation,  this  feel- 
ing which  is  growing  up  in  our  midst,  shall 
not  also  ripen  into  civil  troubles  that  shall 
carry  the  evils  of  war  into  our  own  homes. 
*'  Upon  one  point,  all  are  agreed,  and  that 
is  this:  Until  we  have  aunited  North,  we  can 
have  no  successfbl  war.  Until  we  have  a 
united,  harmonious  North,  we  can  have  no 
beneficent  peace.  How  shall  we  gain  har- 
mony ?  How  shall  the  unity  of  afi  be  ob- 
tained? Is  it  to  be  cderced?  I  appeal  to 
you,  my  Republican  friends,  when  you  say 
to  us  that  the  nation's  life  and  existence 
hang  upon  harmony  and  concord  here,  if 
you  yourselves,  in  your  serious  moments, 
believe  that  this  is  to  be  produced  by  seizing 
our  persons,  by  infringing  upon  our  rights, 
by  insulting  our  homes,  and  by  depriving 
us  of  those  cherished  principles  for  which 
our  fathers  fought,  and  to  which  we  have 
always  sworn  allec^ance."  [Great  applause.] 

After   some   variations    on    this 

theme,  he  continues  his  appeal  to 

Bepublicans  in  these  words : 

**  We  only  ask  that  you  shall  give  to  us 
that  which  you  claim  for  yourselves,  and 
that  which  every  freeman,  and  every  man 
who  respects  himself,  will  have,  freedom  of 
speech,  the  right  to  exercise  all  the  fran- 
ooises  conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon 
Amerioan  citizens.    [Great  applause.]    Oan 


you  safely  deny  us  these?  Will  yon  not 
trample  upon  your  own  rights  ii  you  refuse 
to  listen?  Bo  you  not  create  revolution 
when  you  say  that  our  persons  may  be 
rightfully  seized,  our  property  confiscated, 
our  homes  entered  ?  Are  you  not  exposing 
yourselves,  your  own  interests,  to  as  great 
a  peril  as  that  with  which  you  threaten  us? 
Remember  this,  that  the  bloody,  and  trea- 
sonable, and  revolutionary,  doctrine  of  pub- 
lic necessity  oan  be  proclaimed  by  a  mob  as 
^ell  as  by  a  government.  [Applause.]  *  *  * 
"To-day,  the  great  masses  of  conserva- 
tives who  still  battle  for  time-honored  prin- 
ciples of  government,  amid  denunoiationy 
contumely,  and  abuse,  are  the  only  barriers 
that  stand  between  this  Government  and 
its  own  destruction.  If  we  should  acquiesce 
in  the  doctrine  that,  in  times  of  war.  Consti- 
tutions are  suspended,  and  laws  have  lost 
their  force,  then  we  should  accept  a  doc- 
trine that  the  very  right  by  which  this  (Go- 
vernment administers  its  power  has  lost 
its  virtue,  and  we  would  be  brought  down 
to  the  level  of  rebellion  itself  Laving  an  ex- 
istence only  by  virtue  of  material  power. 
When  men  accept  despotism,  they  may 
have  a  choice  as  to  who  the  despot  shall  be. 
The  struggle  then  wiU  not  be,  Shall  we  have 
constitutional  liberty  ?  But,  having  accept- 
ed the  doctrine  that  the  Constitution  has  lost 
its  force,  every  instinct  of  personal  ambition, 
every  instinct  of  personal  security,  will  lead 
men  to  put  themselves  under  the  protection 
t)f  that  power  which  they  suppose  most 
competent  to  guard  their  persons." 

Near  the  close  of  his  address,  the 

Governor  says : 

"We  stand  to-day  amid  new-made 
graves,  in  a  land  filled  with  mourning;  up- 
on a  soil  saturated  with  the  blood  of  the 
fiercest  conflict  of  which  history  gives  us  an 
account.  We  can,  if  we  will,  avert  all 
these  cala^iities,  and  evoke  a  blessing.  If 
we  will  do  what?  Hold  that  Constitution, 
and  liberties,  and  laws,  are  suspended?— 
shrink  back  from  the  assertion  of  right? 
Will  that  restore  them  ?  Or  shall  we  do  as 
our  fathers  did,  under  circumstances  of  like 
trial,  when  they  combated  against  the 
powers  of  a  crown  ?  They  did  not  say  that 
liberty  was  suspended;  that  men  might  bo 
deprived  of  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  that 
they  might  be  torn  from  their  homes  by 
midnight  intruders?  [Tremendous  and 
continued  applause.]  If  you  would  save 
your  country,  and  your  liberties,  begin 
right ;  begin  at  the  hearth-stones,  which  are 
ever  meant  to  be  the  foundations  of  Ameri- 
can institutions;  begin  in  your  famUy 
circle ;  declare  that  your  privilegee  shall  be 
held  sacred;  and,  having  once  proclaimed 
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yonr  own  rights,  take  care  that  you  do  not 
invade  those  of  your  neighbor."  [Applause.] 

These  orationB  are  mild  and  cau- 
tious compared  with  the  great  mass  of 
Democratic  harangues  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  allusions  to  Mr.  Vallandig- 
ham's  arrest  as  a  lawless  outrage, 
and  to  the  States  as  guardians  of  the, 
rights  of  their  citizens  (with  direct 
reference  to  the  impending  draft, 
which  Gov.  Seymour,  with  ^e  great 
mass  of  his  party,  was  known  to  re- 
gard as  unconstitutional),  and  all  kin- 
dred indications  of  a  purpose  to  resist 
the  Federal  Executive,  even  unto 
blood,  in  case  his  ^^  usurpations  "  and 
"outrages'*  should  be  repeated  and 
persisted  in,  were  everywhere  re- 
ceived with  frenzied  shouts  of  con- 
currence and  approbation:  and  a 
proposition  to  organize  at  once  to 
march  on  Washington,  and  hurl  from 
power  the  tyrant  enthroned  in  the 
White  House,  would  have  elicited 
even  more  frimtic  manifestations  of 
delight  and  approval. 


The  first  Draft  in  the  city  of  New 
York  for  conscripts  under  the  Enroll- 
ment Act  was  advertised  to  com- 
mence at  the  several  enrollment  of- 
fices soon  afterward ;"  and,  as  a  prepa- 
ration therefor,  the  several  Demo- 
cratic journals  of  that  city  seemed  to 
vie  with  each  other — especially  in 
their  issues  of  the  eventful  morning — 
in  efibrts  to  inflame  the  passions  of 
those  who  at  best  detested  the  idea 
of  braving  peril,  privation,  suffering, 
and  death,  in  the  prosecution  of  an 
*  Abolition  war.*  That  the  enroll- 
ment here  was  excessive,  and  the 
quota  required  of  the  city  was  too 
high,  were  vehemently  asserted;  that 
there  would  be  unfairness    in   the 


drawing  of  names  from  the  wheel 
was  broadly  insinuated ;  but  that  the 
Draft  itself— any  Draft— was  uncon- 
stitutional, needless,  and  an  outrage 
on  individual  liberty  and  State  rights, 
was  more  emphatically  insisted  on. 

Said  The  Journal  of  Commerce: 

"It  is  a  melancholy  fact  that  war,  sad 
and  terrible  as  it  is,  becomes  oftentimes  the 
tool  of  evil-minded  men  to  accomplish  their 
ends.  The  horrors  of  its  continuance  are 
nothing  to  their  view.  The  blood  shed 
counts  as  of  no  value  in  their  measurement. 
The  mourning  it  causes  produces  no  impres- 
sion on  their  sensibilities.  Such  men  lose 
all  consciousness  of  personal  responsibility 
for  the  war,  and  only  look  to  seltish  desires 
to  be  realized.  What  right  has  any  man, 
or  any  class  of  men,  to  use  this  war  for  any 
purpose  beyond  its  original  object?  K  they^ 
indeed,  have  diverted  it  from  that,  if  they 
have  prolonged  it  one  day,  added  one  drop 
of  blood  to  its  sacrifice,  by  their  efforts  to 
use  it  for  other  ends  than  its  original  design, 
then  they  are  responsible  before  God  and 
man  for  the  blood  and  cost  There  is  no 
evading  that  responsibility. 

"  Some  men  say,  '  Now  that  the  war  has 
commenced,  it  must  not  be  stopped  till 
slaveholding  is  abolished.'  Such  men  are 
neither  more  nor  less  than  murderers.  The 
name  seems  severe :  it  is  nevertheless  cor- 
rect. Would  it  have  been  justifiable  for  the 
Northern  States  to  commence  a  war  on  the 
Sonthem  States  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
abolishing  Slavery  in  them  ?  No !  it  would 
have  been  murder  to  commence  such  a  war. 
By  what  reasoning,  then,  does  it  become 
less  murder  to  divert  a  war,  commenced  for 
other  purposes,  to  that  object?  How  can  it 
be  any  less  criminal  to  prolong  a  war,  com- 
menced for  the  assertion  of  governmental 
power,  into  a  war  for  the  suppression  of 
Slavery,  which,  it  is  agreed,  would  have 
been  unjustifiable  and  sinful  if  begun  for 
that  purpose?*' 

Said7%^FbrW/ 

"  Whether  the  weak  and  reckless  men  who 
temporarily  admihister  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment are  aware  of  the  fact  or  not,  it  is 
undeniably  a  fact  that  the  very  existence  of 
^e  Government  they  administer  is  quite  as 
seriously  involved,  in  the  execution  of  the 
conscription  which  they  are  now  putting 
in  force,  as  it  has  been  in  any  other  measure 
or  event  of  the  war.  The  act  itself,  which 
should  never  have  been  framed,  except  with 
the  most  absolute  deference  to  the  Oonsti- 
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tation  ftnd  on  the  broadest  attainable  basis 
of  representatiye  support,  was  fairly  forced 
to  its  passage  throagh  the  Constitution  and 
over  the  restraints  and  decencies  of  Senato- 
rial debate.  Such  were  the  circumstances 
which  attended  its  final  passage,  that  one 
might  almost  have  supposed  the  National 
legislature  to  be  an  oligarchic  conspiracy 
plotting  a  vast  scheme  of  military  servitude, 
rather  than  the  council  of  a  great  people 
giving  form  to  its  independent  determina- 
tion and  organizing  its  force  for  the  asser- 
tion of  its  fraiedom.  The  idea  of  a  military 
conscription  being  in  itself  profoundly  re- 
pugnant to  the  American  mind,  it  might 
nave  been  supposed  that  unusual  steps 
would  have  been  taken  by  the  friends  of 
lAiat  resort  to  present  it  with  the  utmost 
possible  frankness,  and  in  the  light  best 
adapted  to  dissipate  the  popular  hostility. 

*'  Nothing  of  the  sort  was  done.  A  meas- 
ure which  could  not  have  been  ventured 
npon  in  England  even  in  those  dark  days 
when  the  press-gang  filled  the  English  ships- 
of-war  with  slaves,  and  dimmed  the  glory 
of  England^s  noblest  naval  heroes — a  meas< 
nre  whoUy  repugnant  to  the  habits  and 
pr€tJudioes  of  our  people — was  thrust  into 
the  statute-book,  as  one  might  say,  almost  ^ 
by  force.  It  was  not  only  a  conscription, 
but  an  act  passed  by  conscription. 

*^The  natural  consequences  followed. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  loyal  citizens 
were  led  to  look  with  distrust  and  oonoem 
npon  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Men  who 
would  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  risk 
their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honors,  upon  the  summons  of  any  legiti- 
mate National  authority,  became  discon- 
tented and  dissatisfied  with  what  they  re- 
garded (whether  justly  or  unjustly  is  not 
now  to  the  point)  as  an  unnecessary  stretch 
of  Governmental  control  over  individual 
liberty." 

Said  The  Daily  News : 

^'  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  raeas- 
nres  will  be  taken  to  test  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  law  which  threatens  to  remove 
pixty-odd  thousand  of  our  citizens  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  before  a  single  individ- 
nal  is  permitted  to  be  forced,  against  his 
will,  to  take  part  in  the  ungodly  conflict 
which  is  distracting  the  l&nd.  It  is  said  that 
Gk>v.  Seymour  openly  expresses  his  belief 
that  neither  the  President  nor  Congress, 
without  the  consent  of  the  State  authori- 
ties, has  any  right  to  enforce  such  an  act  as 
is  now  being  carried  into  effect  under  the 
auspices  of  the  War  Department ;  but  that 
he  thinks  his  interference  ^ould  do  more 
barm  t^an  good,  and  that  the  question 
ought  to  be  settled  by  the  o^grts. 

««The  manner  ia  which  the  draft  b  being  I 


conducted  in  New  York  is  such  an  outrage 
upon  all  decency  and  fairness  as  has  no 
parallel,  and  can  find  no  apologists.  No 
proclamation  has  beeg  issued  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  surmise 
whether  800,000  or  600,000  men  are  to  be 
raised.  I^  as  is  supposed,  800,000  addi- 
tional troops  are  to  be  added  t«  the  Uoion 
Army  by  the  present  conscription,  the  pro- 

Eer  quota  to  be  drawn  fh>m  this  city  would 
e  about  12,000  of  our  citizens.  Instead  of 
this  number,  however,  over  22,000  are  being 
drafted;  and,  with  50  per  cent,  extra  re- 
quired for  exemptions,  88,0001  No  allow- 
ance is  made  for  the  militia  who  are  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland ;  and  tlie  $300 
to  be  paid  by  rich  conscripts,  instead  of 
purchasing  substitutes,  is  to  be  diverted, 
against  the  spirit  of  the  law,  to  some  other 
direction.  y^ 

^^  The  evident  aim  of  those  who  have  tns 
Conscription  Act  in  hand,  in  this  State,  is 
to  lessen  the  number  of  Democratic  votes  at 
the  next  election.  The  miscreants  at  the 
head  of  the  Grovemment  are  bending  all 
their  powers,  as  was  revealed  in  tlie  late 
speech  of  Wendell  Phillips  at  Framingham, 
to  securing  a  perpetuation  of  their  ascend- 
ency for  another  four  years;  and  their 
triple  method  of  accomplishing  this  purpose 
is,  to  kill  off  Democrats,  stuff  the  ballot- 
boxes  with  bogus  soldier  votes,  and  deluge 
recusant  districts  with  negro  suffrages.  The 
crafty,  quiet  way  in  which  the  enrollment 
has  been  carried  on,  forestalled  both  criti- 
cism and  opposition.  Nevertheless,  the 
work  has  neither  been  fairly  performed,  nor^ 
has  it  been  thorough.  And,  now  that  it 'is 
over,  the  people  are  notified  that  one  out 
of  about  two  and  a  half  of  our  citizens  are 
destined  to  be  brought  off  into  Messrs.  Lin- 
coln &  Company's  charnel-house.  God  for- 
bid !  We  hope  that  instant  measures  will 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  outrage,  and  to  se- 
cure such  a  decision  from  our  courts  as  will 
exempt  New  York  from  further  compelled 
participation  in  the  suicidal  war  which  is 
desolating  the  land." 

A  most  incendiary  hand-bill  appeal 
to  the  people  to  rise  for  the  vindica- 
tion of  their  liberties  had  been  cir- 
culated anonymously  throughout  the 
city  on  the  night  before  the  4th,  with 
evident  intent  to  incite  an  insurrec- 
tionary movement  on  that  day ;  but 
the  tidings  received  by  telegraph  of 
Meade's  success  at  Gettysburg,  call- 
ing all  the  supporters  of  the  War  into 
the  streets  and  indimng  its  opponents 
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to  ik>litnde  and  seolusion,  inteifeored 
-with  the  ezecntion  of  the  programme. 
But  now,  inflamed  by  the  appeak  of 
their  fayorite  jonmals,  the  commence- 
ment of  drafting  in  omr  sereral 
diBtricts  was  marked  by  the  gather- 
ing— especially  in  the  up-town  dis- 
tricts, where  fliere  is  a  compact  pop- 
tlation  of  laborers,  mainly  of  foreign 
lurth — of  excited  crowds,  who  soon 
proceeded  to  violence,  arson,  and 
bloodshed. 

In  the  IXth  Congress  district,  com- 
prising the  most  northerly  wards  of 
ih^  Qity,  largely  peopled  by  railroad 
employ^  and  other  fbreign-bom  la^ 
borers,  the  drawing  commenced  at 
10  A«  1^  ill  the  house  where  the  en- 
rollment rCad  been  made,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Third  Avenue  and  46th-street, 
in  the  presence  of  some  300  persons, 
mainly  spectators.  Half  an  hour 
thereafter,  when  75  to  100  names  had 
been  drawn,  while  all  was  quiet  and 
orderly  within  the  building,  a  pistol 
was  fired  in  the  street,  where  a  laige 
crowd  had  rapidly  assembled;  where- 
upcrn,  a  shower  of  brickbats  and  other 
missiles  was  hurled  at  the  house,  and 
the  crowd  rushed  in,  driving  out  the 
officers  and  clerks,  tearing  up  the 
papers,  and  taking  complete  posses- 
sion. In  a  few  minutes,  one  of  the 
rioters  produced  a  can  of  spirits  of 
turpentine,  which  he  poured  over  the 
floor  and  set  flre  to  it,  and  the  build- 
ing was  soon  in  flames — the  police- 
men and  draft  officers  who  attempted 
resistance  being  driven  off  by  show- 
ers of  stones — ^Mr.  3  ohn  A.  Kennedy, 
Superintendent  of  Police,  who  was 
present  in  plain  clothes,  being  recog- 
nized and  severely  beaten.  A  small, 
force  of  the  Invalid  Corps  soon  ap- 
peared, but  was  promptly  overpow- 
ered and  driven  off  by  the  mob,  now 


swelled  to  ftirious  thousands;  and 
a  strong  detachment  of  the  police, 
which  attempted  to  disperse  or  drive 
the  mob,  was  likewise  worsted  and 
forced  to  retreat.  The  firemen,  who 
were  tardy  in  their  appearance,  and 
who  werfe  cheered  and  applauded  by 
the  mob,  made  no  effort  to  save  thfe 
obnoxious  house  in  which  the  fire 
had  been  kindled,  but  finally  arrested 
the  progress  of  the  conflagralion ; 
though  not  till  several  more  houseb 
had  been  destroyed,  and  the  bulk  of 
the  mob  had  moved  off  to  other 
scenes  of  outrage  and  devastation. 

The  organized  militia  of  the  city 
were  generally  absent  in  the  interiol' 
of  Pennsylvania;  the  Government 
had  no  military  force  within  call  but 
a  handful  on  Governor's  island  and 
in  the  forts  conmianding  the  seaward 
approaches ;  while  the  Police,  though 
well  organized  and  efficient,  was  not 
competent  to  deal  with  a  virtual  in- 
surrection which  had  the  great  body 
of  the  foreign-bom  laborers  of  our 
city  at  its  back,  with  nearly  every 
one  of  the  10,000  grog-shops  for  its 
block-houses  and  recruiting-stations. 
The  outbreak  had  manifestly  been 
premeditated  and  prearranged ;  and 
the  tidings  of  its  initial  success,  being 
instantly  difflised  throughout  the  city, 
incited  an  outpouring  into  the  streets 
of  all  who  dreaded  the  Draft,  hated 
the  War,  or  detested  Abolitionists  and 
Negroes  as  the  culpable  causes  of 
both.  The  rioters  constantly  aug- 
mented their  numbers  by  calling  at 
the  gas-houses,  railroad  offices,  work- 
shops, and  great  manufactories,  and 
there  d^oaanding  that  all  work  should 
be  stopped  and  the  laborers  allowed 
to  fall  into  their  ranks — a  demand 
which,  through  sympathy  or  coward- 
ice, was  too  generally  acceded  to.  Of 
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course,  the  thieveB,  bui^lars,  and  other 
predatory  classes,  the  graduates  of  Eu- 
ropean prisons  and  the  scum  and  sedi- 
ment of  Old- Worldfelony,whoby  tens 
of  thousands  have  their  lairs  in  the 
great  emporium,  were  too  glad  to  em- 
brace the  opportunity  afforded  them 
to  plunder  and  ravage  under^he  garb 
of  popular  resistance  to  Abolition 
despotism,  and  made  haste  to  swell 
the  ranks  and  direct  the  steps  of  the 
drunken,  bellowing,  furious  mob,  who 
now  rushed  through  street  after  street, 
attacking  the  dwellings  of  peaceful 
citizens  who  were  stigmatized  as 
Abolitionists,  or  who  were  exposed 
to  odium  by  some  sort  of  connection 
with  the  Government.  By  3  p.  m., 
the  rioters  had  become  many  thou- 
sands in  number;  and  they  were 
probably  more  numerous  throughout 
the  two  following  days* 

The  most  revolting  feature  of  this 
carnival  of  crime  and  villainous  mad- 
ness was  the  uniform  maltreatment 
to  which  the  harmless,  frightened 
Blacks  were  subjected.  That  The 
Tribune  building  should  have  been 
for  days  beleaguered- by  a  yelling, 
frantic  crowd,  who  constantly  sought 
to  incite  each  other  to  an  attack 
which  they  were  too  careful  of  their 
own  safety  to  make  (save  once,  just 
at  dark  of  the  first  day,  before  it  had 
been  armed,  and  when  they  for  a  mo- 


ment had  possession  of  the  busmeaa 
office,  and  had  jtist  time  to  dismantle 
and  set  it  on  fire  before  they  were 
chained  and  driven  out  by  the  Police), 
was  quite  intelligible,  if  not  so  clearly 
justifiable ;  and  so  of  the  attacks  on 
enrollment  offices,  arsenals,  police 
stations,  &c. ;  but  that  an  inoffensive 
negro  boy  should  be  hunted  at  fuH 
speed  by  a  hundred  White  miscreants 
intent  on  his  murder,  while  many  a 
poor  Black  woman  had  her  humble 
habitation  sacked  and  devastatsed  as 
she  narrowly  escaped  into  the  street 
— barely  saving  her  life,  and  nothing 
else — several  of  this  abused  race  be- 
ing killed  without  even  a  suggestion 
or  suspicion  of  fault  on  their  part,  and 
all  the  rest  put  in  mortal  terror — was 
an  exhibition  of  human  fiendishness 
which  the  Nineteenth  Century  has 
rarely  paralleled.  In  one  case  that 
was  noted,  (and  there  were  doubtless 
others  as  atrocious,)  a  colored  boy  not 
ten  years  of  age  was  set  upon  in  the 
most  public  part  of  the  city,  and  pelt- 
ed with  sticks  and  stones  by  scores  of 
men  and  boys  imtil  he  managed  to 
make  his  escape.  In  another  case,  a 
Black  man,  no  otherwise  obnoxious 
save  by  his  color,  was  chased,  caught, 
hung,  and  all  his  clothing  burned  offl 
His  dead  body  remained  hanging  for 
hours,  until  cut  down  by  the  Police,** 
The  Colored  Orphan  Asylum  was 


"  The  IHbune  of  July  16  said:     ' 

"It  is  absurd  and  futile  to  attribute  this  out- 
burst of  ruffianism  to  any  thing  else  than  sym- 
pathy with  the  Rebels.  If^  as  some  pretend,  it 
results  from  dissatisfaction  with  the  $300  ex- 
emption, why  are  negroes  indiscriminately  as- 
sailed and  beaten  almost  or  quite  to  death?  Did 
^tef/  prescribe  this  exemption  ?  On  the  contrary, 
are  Uiey  not  almost  uniformly  poor  men,  them- 
aelves  exposed  to  the  drafli,  and  unable  to  pay 
$300  ?  What  single  thing  have  they  done  to  ex- 
p^e  them  to  this  infemu,  coWardly  ruffianism  ? 
What  can  be  alleged  against  them,  unless  it  be 
that  they  are  generally  hostile  to  the  Slayehold- 
ors'  Rebellion  ?  And  how  are  the  drafting offloers 
zesponsible  fbr  the  $300  dause? 


"We  may  just  as  Vrell  look  the  fkcts  in  the 
face?  These  riots  are  *a  fire  in  the  rear'  on 
our  country's  defenders  in  the  field.  They  are, 
in  purpose  and  In  essence,  a  diversion  in -favor 
of  Jeft  Davis  and  Lee.  Listen  to  the  jaells  of 
the  mob,  and  the  harangues  of  its  favorite  ora- 
tors, and  you  will  find  them  surcharged  with 
'nigger,'  'Abolition,'  'Black  Republican,'  de* 
nunciation  of  prominent  Republicans,  The  3W6- 
unc^  ice,  kc — all  very  wide  of  the  draft  and  the 
exemption*  Had  the  AboMtionista,  instead  of 
the  Slaveholders,  revolted,  and  undertaken  to 
upset  the  Government  and  dissolve  the  Union, 
nine-tenths  of  these  rioters  would  have  eageriy 
volunteered  to  put  them  down.  It  is  the  fear, 
stimulated  by  the  recent  and  glorious  triomj^ 
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one  of  the  noblest  charities  of  the 
city.    It  had  a  spacious  and  elegant 
edifice,  worth,  with   its    furniture, 
8<raie  $200,000,  at  the  comer  of  Fifth 
Avenue  and  46th-street,  not  far  from 
the  enrolling  oflSce,  where  the  riots 
b^an.    It  was  a  school  as  well  as  an 
asylum,  affording  shelter,  sustenance, 
and  Christian  nurture,  to  some  200 
colored  orphans,  under  the  patronage 
and  management  of  a  society  of  phi- 
lanthropic ladies.    At  5  p.  m.,  a  vast 
mob  surrounded  it,  disabled  or  drove 
off  the  few  policemen  who  attempted 
to  bar  an  entrance,  and,  having  af- 
forded time  for  the  hasty  exit  of  the 
inmates,  fired  and  destroyed  the  edi- 
fice and  all  its  remaining  contents ; 
having    meantime    stolen   a  liberal 
share  of  the  carpets,  iron  bedsteads, 
and  other  portable  Aimiture,  which 
women  stood  ready,  at  a  little  dis- 
tance, to  carry  off,  so  soon  as  they 
were  handed  to  them  by  their  hus- 
bands   or  sons.    Some  of  the  gar- 
ments, which  the  fleeing  inmates  had 
left  behind  in  their  haste,  were  thus 
appropriated.      The    cool,  business- 
like manner  wherein  this  wholesale 
robbery  and  arson  were  perpetrated 
astoni^ed  even  the  most  caJlous  re- 
porters.   A  liberal  but  not  very  re- 
sponsible offer  of  $500  for  the  sight 
of  a  Black  Republican,"  chalked  in 
gigantic  letters  on  the  fence  of  the 
adjacent  cattle-market,  failed  to  elicit 
any  proffers. 

The  enrolling  office  of  the  Vmth 
District  stood  at  the  comer  of  Broad- 
way and  29th-st.,  in  a  block  of  stores 
filled  with  costly  goods,  including  a 
goldsmith's  shop,  heavily  stocked 
with  watches  and  jewelry.  These 
were  speedily  stripped  of  their  con- 


tents and  then  fired ;  the  firemen 
here,  as  at  the  Orphan  Asylum  and 
elsewhere,  being  forbidden  to  play 
on  the  obnoxious  building — an  order 
which  the  mass  of  them  seemed 
quite  too  willing  to  obey.  In  twenty 
minutes  after  the  matches  were  igni- 
ted, the  walls  fell  with  a  loud  crash. 
The  firemen  were  allowed  to  play 
upon  and  save,  so  far  as  they  might, 
all  structures  not  obnoxious  to  the 
rioters. 

The  riots,  thus  begun  on  Monday, 
July  13th,  were  kept  up  throughout 
the  three  following  days,  and  extend- 
ed to  Brooklyn,  where  an  expensive 
new  Grain  Elevator,  worth  $100,000, 
which  was  obnoxious  as  reducing  the 
demand  for  labor,  was  among  the 
buildings  burned.  But,  by  this  time, 
some  soldiers  had  been  called  in  from 
the  military  posts  in  the  harbor,  and 
some  militia  mustered  in  the  city; 
so  that,  though  there  was  more  fight- 
ing than  on  the  first  day,  there  was 
less  devastation ;  and  the  loss  of.  life 
was  decidedly  greatest  on  the  side 
of  the  rioters,  who  were  gradually 
crowded  back  into  those  quarters 
where  they  were  naturally  strongest, 
and  no  longer  plundered  and  burned 
at  will.  But  the  running  of  the  city 
railroads  was  generally  stopped  by 
the  mob  on  these  days,  in  order  to 
impede  the  movements  of  the  defend- 
ers of  order,  as  well  as  to  swell  the 
ranks  of  the  rioters ;  laborers  could 
not  be  obtained  to  load  vessels  in 
port,  and  the  industry  of  the  city  was 
very  generally  paralyzed. 

But  a  riot  stoutly  confronted  and 
checked  has  reached  its  culminating 
point;  and  this  one— which  would 
almost  certainly  have  broken  out  on 


of  the  Union  anna,  that  Slavery  and  the  Rebel- 
lion mast  suffer,  which  is  at  &e  bottom  of  all 
this  arson,  devastation,  robberj,  and  murder. 


And  this  &ct  should  arouse  every  devotee  of 
Liberty  and  Law  to  oppose  to  the  rioters  the 
sternest  resistance.** 
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the  4tli,  but  for  the  news  of  Lee's  de- 
feat at  Gettysburg— was  now  prose- 
cuted under  the  heavy  discourage- 
ment of  the  full  tidings  of  Grant's 
triumph  at  Vicksburg ;  while  the  first 
news  of  Banks's  capture  of  Port  Hud- 
son, of  Holmes's  bloocty  repulse  at 
Helena,  and  of  Gillmore's  initial  suc- 
cess on  Morris  island,  now  pouring 
in  from  day  to  day,  proved  a  quick 
succession  of  wet  blankets  for  the 
spirits  of  the  rioters. 

Gov.  Seymour  had  been  in  the  city 
on  the  Saturday  previous;  but  left 
that  afternoon  for  New  Jersey,  and 
did  not  return  till  Tuesday  forenoon ; 
when  he  was  at  oilce  escorted  to  the 
City  Hall,  and  thence  addressed  the 
crowd  who  flocked  thither — ^many  if 
not  most  of  them  from  the  mob  just 
before  menacing  The  Tribime  office 
follows : 


"  My  Friends :  I  have  come  down  here 
ftom  the  qaiet  of  the  conntrj  to  see  what 
was  the  difficulty — to  learn  what  all  this 
trouble  was  concerning  the  Draft  Let  me 
assure  yon  that  I  am  your  fHend.  [Uproari- 
ous cheeringj^  You  have  been  my  friends 
—[cries  of  '  Yes,'  *  Yes,'  *  That 's  so :'  '  We 
are,  and  will  be  again'] — ^and  now  I  assure 
you,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  I  am  here  to 
show  you  a  test  of  my  friendship.  [Cheers.] 
I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  have  sent  my 
Adjutant-General  to  Washington  to  ccmfer 
with  the  authorities  there,  and  to  have  this 
Draft  suspended  and  stopped.  [Vociferous 
cheers.]  I  now  ask  you,  as  good  citizens, 
to  wait  for  his  return ;  and  I  assure  you 
that  I  will  do  aU  that  I  can  to  see  that  there 
is  no  inequality,  and  no  wrong  done  any 
one.  I  wish  you  to  take  good  care  of  aU 
property  as  good  citizens,  and  see  that  eve- 
ry person  is  safe.  The  safe-keeping  of  pro- 
perty and  persons  rests  with  you ;  and  I 
charge  you  to  disturb  neither.  It  is  your 
duty  to  maintain  the  good  order  of  the 
'  city ;  and  I  know  you  will  do  it  I  wish 
you  now  to  separate  as  good  citizens,  and 
you  can  assemble  again  whenever  you  wish 
to  do  so.  I  ask  you  to  leave  all  to  me  now, 
and  I  will  see  to  your  rights.  Wait  until 
my  Adjutant  returns  from  Washington,  and 
you  shall  be  satisfied.  Listen  to  me,  and  see 
that  no  hcum  is  done  to  either  persona  or 
property,  but  retire  peaceably." 


The  mo^  objectionable  featnre  of 
this  brief  addresB  was  not  its  initial 
salntation,  but  its  nnderljing  assninp- 
tion  that  order  and  obedience  to  law 
were  suspended  on  the  stoppage  erf 
the  Draft.  True,  he  did  not  in  terms 
say,  "  It  would  be  right  to  riot,  and 
bum  buildings,  and  hunt  negroes, 
and  slaughter  officers,  if  the  DtbH 
were  to  go  on;  but  I  will  have  it 
stopped  and  given  up:  so  go  home 
and  keep  the  peace;"  bu^  to  the 
minds  of  the  rioters,  his  speech 
amounted  exactly  to  that.  Henc^ 
there  was  great  danger  that  tran- 
quillity thus  attained  would  be  bro- 
ken wheneyer  the  attempt  to  enforce 
the  Draft  should  be  renewed.  And 
it  was  already  well  understood — ^in- 
deed, it  had  been  proposed  to  promi- 
nent Eepublicans  the  day  before — 
that,  if  they  would  promise  that  the 
Jhraft  should  be  arrested,  the  ric^ 
should  thereupon  be  stopped. 

The  riots  continued  during  the 
fourth  day  (Thursday);  but  were  then 
mainly  restricted  to  isolated  rob- 
beries and  ass£iults  on  xmprotected 
negroes,  many  of  whom  were  most 
inhumanly  abused,  and  two  or  three 
murdered.  The  only  continuously 
embodied  force  of  rioters  held  th^ 
eastern  upper  part  of  the  city,  wh^i^ 
many  large  tenanent  houses  are 
densely  crowded  with  the  poorest 
of  our  foreign-bom  population,  and 
where  Col.  O'Brien,  who  had  been 
in  comniand  of  a  volunteer  militaiy 
force,  had  been  followed  to  his  home 
on  Tuesday,  and  there  beaten  to 
death  by  the  rioters,  under  circum- 
stances of  shocking  barbarity.  Here, 
especially  in  and  near  21st-6t.,  east* 
ward  of  Third  Avwiue,  a  determined 
stand  was  made,  during  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  by  the  rioters,  against 
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a  small  body  of  Boldiers  under  Capt 
Putnam,  12th  regulars,  whom  Gen. 
Harvey  Brown,  commanding  in  the 
city  under  Oten.  Wool,  had  sent  to 
quell  the  riot,  and  who  did  it,  by  or- 
dering his  men  to  fire  at  those  who 
were  hurling  missiles  at  them  from 
the  house-tops,  while  a  body  of  artil- 
lerymen entered  the  houses  and  made 
prisoners  of  their  male  inmates.  Capt. 
Putnam  retumedlS  killed,  18  wound- 
ed, and  24  prisoners;  while  of  his  men 
but  two  or  three  suflfered  injury.  The 
whole  amount  of  property  destroyed 
by  the  rioters,  forwhich  the  City  was 
held  responsible  to  the  owners,  was 
Talued  at  about  $2,000,000. 

During  this  night  and  the  following 
day,  several  regiments  of  our  disci- 
plhied  Militia  arrived,  on  their  return 
from  Pennsylvania,  soon  followed  by 
other  regiments  of  veterans  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac ;  and  it  would 
not  thereafter  have  been  safe  to  at- 
tempt rioting.  The  City  authorities 
now  appropriated  lai^  (borrowed) 
sums  to  pay  bounties  tor  volunteers ; 
80  that  the  City's  quotas  were  sub- 
stantially filled  without  recourse  to 
drafting:  the  Government  much  pre- 
ferring volimteers,  of  course,  but  ut- 
terly unwilling,  because  unable,  to 
for^o  a  resort  to  drafting  when  men 
were  not  otherwise  forthcoming.  In 
other  words,  it  could  not  admit  that 
its  right  to  endure  depended  on  the 
Tolunteering  in  sufficient  mmibers  of 
dtizens  to  defend  its  existence.  * 

There  were  simultaneous  and  sub- 
sidiary riots  in  Boston,  in  Jersey  City, 
and  at  Troy  and  Jamaica,  N.T. ;  with 
preliminary  parturbatioDs  in  many 
iWier  places;  but  all  these  were 
plainly  sympathetic  with  and  subor- 
dinate to  the  Kew  York  efibrt,  and 


quiokly  subsided  when  that  was  over* 
borne.  So  there  was,  at  different  pe- 
riods of  the  War,  forcible  resistance 
offered  to  conscription  in  two  or 
three  counties  of  Wisconsin,  perhaps 
a  few  more  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
possibly  two  or  three  other  localities. 
But  in  no  single  instance  was  there 
a  riot  incited  by  drafting,  wherein 
Americans  by  birth  bore  any  considr 
erable  part,  nor  in  which  the  great 
body  of  the  actors  were  not  bom 
Europeans,  and  generally  of  recent 
importation.  Considering  how  wide- 
spread, earnest,  intense,  was  the  feel- 
ing of  repugnance  to  the  War,  espe- 
cially after  it  had  assumed  an  anti- 
Slavery  aspect,  this  fact  tends  strongly 
to  establish  the  natural  strength  in  a 
republic  of  the  sentiment  of  defer- 
ence to  law  and  to  rightful  authom 
ity,  even  when  that  authority  is  held 
to  be  abused  or  perverted. 

Gov.  Seymour  next  appealed"  to 
the  President,  urging  a  suspension  of 
the  Draft,  because  of  the  idleged  ex- 
cessive quota  required  of  the  urban 
districts  of  his  State — saying 

^*  It  is  jnst  to  add  that  the  Administration 
owes  this  to  itself;  as  these  inequalities  fall 
most  heavily  on  those  districts  wliich  have 
heen  opposed  to  its  political  views.'' 

He  ftirther  insisted  that  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Draft  be  postpobed 
till  aft;er  its  constitutionality  shall 
have  been  adjudged  by  the  courts — 
saying: 

^*  It  is  believed  b  j  at  least  one-half  of  the 
people  of  the  loyal  States  that  the  Conscrip- 
tion Act,  which  thej  are  called  upon  to  obej 
beoaose  it  is  on  the  statate-book,  is  in  itself 
a  violation  of  the  supreme  constitutional  law* 
There  is  a  fear  and  saspicion  that,  while  they 
are  threatened  witl^the  severest  penalties 
of  the  law,  they  are  to  be  deprived  of  its  pro- 
tection. ♦  ♦  ♦  I  do  not  dwell  npon  what  I 
believe  wonld  be  the  consequence  of  a  vio- 
lent, harsh  policy  before  the  constitutionfd- 
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ity  of  the  Act  is  tested.  Yon  can  scan  the 
immediate  future  as  well  as  I.  The  temper 
of  the  people  to-day  you  can  readily  learn." 

At  this  time,  Democratic  organiza- 
tions and  meetings  were  denouncing 
the  Draft  as  unconstitutional,  and 
calling  on  the  Governor  to  invoke 
the  military  power  of  the  State  to 
maintain  its  sovereignty  and  rightful 
jurisdiction,  and  protect  its  citizens 
jfrom  a  ruthless  conscription. 

President  Linc<5ln,  in  response  *•  to 
the  Governor's  appeal,  after  propos- 
ing to  suspend  the  Draft  in  the  City 
districts,  in  so  far  as  it  was  claimed 
to  be  excessive,  until  aft;er  a  fair  and 
rigid  scrutiny,  said : 

''*'  I  do  not  object  to  abide  the  decision  of 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  or  of  the 
Jud^s  thereof  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  Draft  law.  In  fact,  I  should  be  willing 
to  facilitate  the  obtaining  of  it.  But  I  can- 
not consent  to  lose  the  time  while  it  is  being 
obtained.  We  are  contending  with  an  ene- 
my who,  as  I  understand,  drives  every  able- 
bodied  man  he  can  reach  into  his  ranks, 
very  much  as  a  butcher  drives  bullocks  into 
a  slaughter-pen.  No  time  is  wasted,  no  ar- 
gument is  nsed.  This  produces  an  army 
which  will  soon  turn  npon  onr  now  victori- 
ons  soldiers  already  in  the  field,  if  they  shall 
not  be  sustained  by  recruits  as  they  should  be. 
It  produces  an  army  with  a  rapidity  not  to 
be  matched  on  our  side,  if  we  first  waste 
time  to  rSexperiment  with  the  volunteer 
system,  already  deemed  by  Congress,  and 
palpably,  in  fact,  so  far  exhausted  as  to  be 
iilaaequate;  and  then  more  time  to  obtain 
a  Court  decision  as  to  whether  a  law  is  con- 
stitutional which  requires  a  part  of  those 
not  now  in  the  service  to  go  to  the  aid  of 
those  who  are  already  in  it ;  and  still  more 
time  to  determine  with  absolute  certainty 
that  we  get  those  who  are  to  go  in  the  pre- 
cisely legal  proportion  to  those  who  are  not 
to  go.  My  purpose  is  to  be  in  my  action 
just  and  constitutional,  and  yet  practical,  in 
performing  the  important  duty  with  which 


I  am  charged,  of  maintiuning  the  unity  and 
the  free  principles  of  our  common  couni 
try."  

The  Autumnal  Elections  inevitably 
hinged  on  and  embodied  the  popular 
judgment  oh  the  issues  thus  made 
up;  and  the  brighter  prospects  of 
the  National  cause  were  reflected  in 
the  general  success  of  the  Eepublican 
candidates. 

Vermont — ^the  first  to  vote  there- 
after *• — did,  indeed,  show  a  reduction 
of  her  always  heavy  Eepublican  ma- 
jority— ^the  Democratic  party  having 
made  no  effort"  in  1862,  and  now 
doing  its  best ;  whereas,  her  election 
in  the  former  year  had  been  unaf- 
fected by  the  wave  of  depression  and 
discouragement  that  swept  soon  af- 
terward over  the  loyal  States.  Cali- 
fomia  voted  next  :**  going  *  Union ' 
throughout  by  a  very  large  majority*' 
—-nearly  equal  to  that  of  1861 ;  bnt 
Maine — ^voting  somewhat  later  "— 
felt  the  full  impulse  of  the  swelling 
tide,  and  showed  it  in  her  vote." 

But  the  October  Elections  were 
far  more  significant  and  decisive.  In 
Pennsylvania,  Gov.  Andrew  G.  Cnr- 
tin — ^who  had  aided  the  war  to  the 
extent  of  his  ability — ^was  presented 
by  the  Republicans  for  reelection; 
while  the  Democrats  opposed  to  him 
Judge  Geo.  W.  Woodward,"  who,  it 
was  certified,  had  declared  in  1861— 
"  If  the  Union  is  to  be  divided,  I 
want^the  line  of  separation  run  north 
of  Pennsylvania  *' — and  who,  not  far 
firom  the  day  of  election,  united  with 


"  Aug.  7. 

Gov.  Holhrook,  30,032. 
1863     R<y>td>Ucan. 

J.  G.  Smith, '29,613. 

-Sept  1. 

DemocraHc 

SmaUey,  3,724. 

BemocraHc 

Bedfleld,  11,962. 

«8ept  3. 
••1863.     Union. 

l>emoeratie. 

**  Sept  14. 

••1862.        Hqnib. 
Ocv.  CJobum, 
45,534 


WcurDem.    BoaceJki^ 

Jameson,    Bradburjf 

7,178  32,331 


1863— 


Chv.  Conj, 
68,299 


Bradbary, 
60,683 


Gov.  F.  F.  Low,  64^447.  Downey,  44^715. 


«•  See  his  •  Peace' speech,  Vol  L,  pp.  363-6. 
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his  Democratic  brethren  on  the  bench 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  adjudging  the 
Enrolknent  Act  unconstitutional.  It 
was  hardly  possible  to  make  an  issue 
more  distinctly  than  was  here  made 
between  the  supporters  and  the  con- 
temners of  the  War  for  the  Union ; 
yet  Gen.  McCleUan — still  aMajor- 
Qeneral  in  full  pay,  though  not  in 
active  service — wrote  a  letter  for 
publication  in  the  canvass,  wherein 
he  declared  that — 

^^  Having,  some  days  ago,  had  a  ftdl  con- 
▼ereation  with  Jadge  Woodward,  I  find  that 
our  views  agree;  and  I  regard  his  election 
as  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  called  for  hy 
the  interests  of  the  nation." 

The  canvass  in  this  State  was  ex- 
ceedingly animated  and  earnest ;  the 
vote  polled  at  the  election*^  exceeded, 
by  many  thousands,  any  ever  cast  be- 
fore; and  the  result  was  decisive. 
Though  the  vote  of  the  preceding 
year  had  shown  no  decided  prepon- 
derance of  either  party,"  but  gave 
the  Legislature  and  a  U.  S.  Senator 
to  the  Democrats,  that  of  1863  re- 
elected Gov.  Curtin  by  more  than 
16,000  *•  majority,  and  established  the 
ascendency  of  the  Bepublicans  in 
every  branch  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment. For — as  if  to  render  the  pop- 
ular verdict  more  emphatic — Chief 
Jtistice  Lowrie,  who  pronounced 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
adjudging  the  Enrollment  Act  un- 
constitutional, was  a  candidate  for 
reelection,  opposed  by  Daniel  Ag- 
new.  Republican,  by  whom — though 
comparatively  unknown  to  the  peo- 
ple— he  was  conclusively  iJeaten.** 
And  the  Court,  as  thus  reconstituted 


by  the  election  of  Judge  Agnew,  re- 
viewed and  reversed  **  the  decision 
pronounced  by  Chief  Justice  Lowrie. 
Said  Judge  Agnew,  in  his  opinion : 

"  The  constitutional  authority  to  use  the 
national  forces  creates  a  corresponding  doty 
to  provide  a  nnmber  adequate  to  the  neces- 
sity. Tlfe  duty  is  vital  and  essential,  fil- 
ing back  on  the  fundamental  right  of  self- 
preservation,  and  the  powers  expressed  to 
declare  war,  raise  armies,  maintain  navies, 
and  provide  for  the  common  defense.  Pow- 
er and  duty  now  go  hand  in  hand  with  the 
extremity,  until  every  available  man  in  the 
nation  is  called  into  service,  if  the  emergen- 
cy requires  it;  and  of  this  there  can  be  no 
judge  but  Congress.^' 

Justices  David  Davis  (Circuit)  and 
S.  H.  Treat  (District)  in  Illinois,"  and 
Justice  Nathan  E.  Hall  (District)  in 
Northern  NewTork,  also  pronounced 
judgments  in  cases  brought  before 
them,  afSrming  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Enrollment  Act  and  of  draft- 
ing under  it.  No  Federal  Judge  ever 
made  a  contrary  decision. 

Ohio — ^by  reason  of  the  unrevoked 
and  continuing  banishment  of.  Mr. 
VallanAgham — wisw  the  arena  of  a 
contest  equally  earnest  and  somewhat 
more  heated.  *  The  public  meetings, 
especially  those  of  the  Democrats, 
were  enormously  attended  through- 
out the  canvass,  and  were  brimmed 
with  enthusiasm.  Yet,  when  the 
vote  was  polled,"  the  Democratic 
majority  of  5,000**  on  Secretary  of 
State,  in  1862,  was  found  to  have 
given  place  to  a  *  Union'  majority 
on  Governor  of  over  One  Hundred 
TTumsandy**  and,  even  without  the 
Soldiers'  vote,  of  more  than  Sixty 
Thousand."  And,,  though  the  ma- 
jority on  the  residue  of  the  ticket  was 


*^Oct.  8. 

**  1862.  Aud.  Oen.,  Rep,  JDem. 

Cochrane,  215,616.    Blenker,  319,140. 

^1863.   Ourtin,  269,496  ;Woodwfcrd,  2Hl''l- 
**  Agnew,  367,267 ;  Lowrie,  254,856. 


"Jan.  16, 1864.     ••June  16, 1864.    "  Oct  8. 

M  Kennon,  Bep.,  178,756 ;  Armstrong,  Dem., 
184,332. 
**Brougfa,  288,661;  Yallandigham,  187,56^ 
**  Br  ough,  247,194;  Yallandigham,  185,274, 
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Bomewhat  less,  it  still  ranged  from 
96,445  up  to  97,479  ;  while  the  new 
Legislature  stood  29  to  5  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  73  to  24  in  the  House.  Yet 
the  soldiers  in  the  field — who  had 
given  41,467  votes  for  Brough  to 
2,288  for  Vallandigham — ^regretted 
that  the  election  had  not  taken 
place  before  instead  of  soon  after  the 
sanguinary  battle  of  Chickamauga ; 
which,  they  safely  calculated,  had 
reduced  Q-ov.  Brough's  majority  by 
several  thousand  votes. 

Of  the  Western  States,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  chose  only  county  or  local 
officers  this  year ;  but  the  results  as 
to  these  sufficed  to  show  that  a  great 
revolution  had  taken  place,  and  that 
their  Democratic  Legislatures,  elect- 
ed in  1862,  and  the  U.  S.  Senators 
chosen  "  by  them,  were  already  dis- 
owned by  their  constituents.  Iowa 
elected  a  Legislature  almost  entirely 
Bepublican,  and  a  Governor  and 
Judge  of  like  faith  by  over  ^30,000 
majority;**  Wisconsin  likewise — ^not 
voting  till  later  ^ — ^rolled  up  a  very 
heavy  majority  •*  on  every  ticket, 
though  she  had  been  very  evenly  di- 
vided in  1862,  and  had  only  heen 
saved  by  the  votes  of  her  soldiers  in 
the  field  from  going  **  Democratic  at 
a  Judicial  election  in  April  of  this 
year.    Minnesota  of  course  went  Re- 


publican now,  by  a  majority  largely 
above  "  that  of  last  year.    In  Michi- 
gan— ^wfaich  only  elected  by  general 
vote  a  Begent  of  her  University  in 
1868,  and  this  early  in  the  year — 
there  was  an  inconsiderable  increase 
in  the  Bepublican  majority  and  vote.* 
In  the  Atlantic  States,  but  espe- 
cially in  New  York — the  arena  of 
the  most  fi>rmidable  and  bloodieet  of 
the  Draft  Biots — ^the  popular  reac- 
tion evinced  by  the  State  Election 
of  1863  was  most  incontestable:  Gov. 
Seymour's  majority  of  over  10,000 
in  '62  being  reversed  by  one  of  near- 
ly 30,000  •*  for  the  Bepublican  State 
ticket,  with  a  corresponding  Legisla- 
ture; while  Massachusetts — ^upon  a 
far  lighter  vote  than  in  '62 — gave  a 
much  larger  majority.**    And  Mary- 
land filled  the  measure  of  National 
triumph   by  electing   Unionists  to 
Congress  in  four  of  her  five  districts, 
and,  for  the  first  time,  a  distinctively 
Emancipation  Controller  and  Legisla- 
ture by  some  20,000  majority.    New 
Jersey  chose  only  a  L^slature  this 
year,  and  hence  evinced  no  essential 
change;  while  in  Delaware,  which 
had  to  choose  specially  a  Bepresenta^ 
tive  in  Congress,  the  Democrats  with- 
drew their  candidate  on  the  eve  of 
Election,  insisting  that   the  voters 
were  to  be  overawed,  if  not  worse, 


*^ Charles  R.  Buckalew  in  Pennsylvania; 
Thomas  A.  Hendridcs  in  Indiana. 

••  The  rival  candidates  for  Governor  were  Col- 
Wm.  M.  Stone  (Bepublican)  and  iJen.  8,  Tuttle 
(Democrat),  both  at  that  time  in  the  volunteer 
service.  Their  official  vote  is  not  at  hand ;  but 
it  was  very  nearly  that  oast  at  the  same  election 
for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Oourt,  which  was  as 
follows: 

Eome,    ScHdUr^*   Jhtal 

Dillon  (Repub.). 68,306      17,436     86,741 

Mason  (Dem.) 60,829       2,289     63,068 


Bepub.  miy'ori^, 
••Nov.  8. 


17^77      16,046     S3,673 


••Total  vote  for  Governor:  James  T.  Lewis 
(Repub.),  79,959;  Fahner  (Dem.),  55,248. 

•'Home  vote:  Bepub.,  61,948    Dem.,  56,840 
Soldiers* "         "  9,440      "         1,T47 

Tbtal— Dixon,  61,388  Cothren,58,5dT 

•■In  1862  (Cong.),  Bepub.,  16,764  Dem.  11,44S 

Inl863(Gov.X        **        19,615     "     12,728 
••In  1862— Gov,  Bepub.,  67,716  Dem.  62,101 

Id  1863— Begent,   "       68,992   "      61,913 
•*  Total  vote  for  Sec.  Stote:    Depew  (Bepub.)^ 
314,347 ;  St  John  (Dem.),  284,942. 
■•In  1862,  Got.  Andrew,  80,836  Deven8,62,587 

la  1863,    ^        «       70,483  Pain^  89,20T 
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by  Federal  provost  marahalfl  and  sol- 
diers, nnder  the  guise  of  repressing 
disloyal  utterances  and  seditious 
manifestations.  The  results  in  Ken- 
tucky, Missouri,  and  other  Slave 
States  than  Maryland,  had  very  little 
enduring  or  general  significance; 
but  it  was  evident,  from  the  verdict 
of  the  States  nowise  exposed  to  Mili- 


tary *  coercion,'  tiiat  public  opinion 
had  by  this  time  grow»  to  the  ftdl 
stature  of  the  Proclamation  of  Free- 
dom, and  had  settled  into  a  determi- 
nation that  Slavery  must  die  and  the 
Union  survive,  through  the  overthrow 
by  force  of  all  forcible  resistance  to 
the  integrity  and  rightful  authority 
of  the  one  Bepublic 


XXIL 

NEQEO    SOiDIERT. 


The  first  fatal  collision'  between 
British  soldiers  and  American  pat* 
riots  was  popularly  distipguished  as 
*  the  Boston  Massacre ; '  and  Crispus 
Attucks,  a  mulatto  fugitive  from 
Massachusetts  Slavery,  was  a  leader 
of  the  patriot  mob,  and  one  of  the 
four  killed  outright  by  the  British 
fire.  At  the  figKt  of  Bunker  Hill,* 
Peter  Salem,  one  of  the  enfranchised 
negroes  v^ho  manned  the  slight  breast- 
works so  gallantly  defended,  shot 
dead  Maj.  Pitcaim,  of  the  British 
marines,  who,  in  the  final  struggle, 
had  scaled  the  redoubt,  shouting, 
"The  day  is  our  ownl"  and  was 
conmianding  the  *  Rebels'  to  surren- 
der. Negroes  and  mulattoes  largely 
swelled  the  motley  host  of  raw  but 
gallant  patriots  suddenly  collected* 
around  Boston  by  the  ticUngs  of  Lex- 
ington, Concord,  and  Bunker  Hill, 
and  were  freely  accepted  in  regiments 
mainly  White ;  though  Maj.  Samuel 


Lawrence,  of  Groton,  Mass.,  is  re- 
ported as  having,  at  an  early  day, 
commanded  a  company  of  negroes  in 
the  *  Continental'  lina  But  Slavery 
was  then  cherished  in  nearly  all  the 
oi^anized  colonies;  and  its  incon- 
sistenc.^  with  the  embodinient  of 
its  victims  in  tb«  armies  ^f  Freedom 
was  felt  to  be  so  girling  that  the, 
CoDMuittee  of  Safety  judiciously  re- 
solved :  * 

"  That  it  ts  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee, as  the  contest  now  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies  respects  the  liber- 
ties and  privileges  of  the  latter,  which  the 
Colonies  are  determined  to  maintain,  that 
the  admission  of  any  persons,  as  soldiers, 
into  the  army  now  raising,  bat  only  snch 
as  are  freemen,  will  be  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  that  are  to  be  supported,  and 
reflect  dishonor  on  this  Colony ;  and  that 
no  slaves  be  admitted  into  this  army  upon 
any  consideration  whatever." 

This  rescript  did  not  forbid  the  en- 
listment or  retention  of  negroes  or 
mulattoes,  but  only  of  those  still  held 
in  bondage.    Many  were  thereupon 


*  March  6,  1770.  "June  17,  1776. 

■  "  Nor  should  history  forget  to  record  that, 
as  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  so  also  in  this 
gallant  band,  the  tree  negroes  of  the  colony  had 
their  representatives.  iy)r  the  right  of  free  ne- 
groes to  bear  arms  in  the  public  defense  was, 
at  that  day,  as  UtUe  difl|uted  In  New  England 


as  their  other  rights.  They  took  their  place, 
not  in  a  separate  corps,  but  in  the  ranks  with 
the  White  man ;  and  their  names  may  be  read 
on  the  pension-rolls  of  the  country,  side  by  side 
with  those  of  other  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.** 
—Banorofls Eisiory  ofthc  UhUed  States^  voL  vii, 
p.  421.  4  May  20, 1776. 
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emancipated  in  order  fhat  they  might 
lawfully  serve  in  the  patriot  forces ; 
and  the  tendency  to  recruiting  ne- 
groes was  so  strong  that  Gen.  Gates 
was  constrained  to  issue  *  the  follow- 
ing stringent  instructions  to  the  pa- 
triot recruiting-officers : 

"  You  are  not  to  enlist  any  deserter  from 
the  Ministerial  armj ;  nor  any  stroller,  ne- 
gro, or  vagabond,  or  person  suspected  of 
being  an  enemy  to  the  liberty  of  America ; 
nor  any  under  eighteen  years  of  age. 

^*  As  the  cause  is  the  best  that  can  en- 
gage men  of  courage  and  principle  to  take 
up  arms,  so  it  is  expected  that  none  but 
•uch  will  be  accepted  by  the  recruiting-offi- 
cer. The  pay,  provisions,  etc.,  being  so 
ample,  it  is  not  doubted  but  that  the  offi- 
cers sent  upon  this  service  will,  withoit 
delay,  complete  their  respective  corps,  and 
march  the  men  forthwith  to  camp. 

"  You  are  not  to  enlist  any  person  who 
is  not  an  American  bom,  unless  such  per- 
son has  a  wife  and  family,  and  is  a  settled 
resident  in  this  country.  The  persons  you 
enlist  must  be  provided  with  good  and  com- 
plete arms." 

In  the  Continental  Congress,  Mr. 
Edward  Eutledge,  of  S.  C,  moved  * 
that  aU  negroes  be  dismissed  from 
the  patriot  armies,  and  was  supported 
therein  by  several  Southern  dele- 
gates; but  the  opposition  was  so 
formidable  and  so  determined  that 
the  motion  did  not  prevaQ/  Ne- 
groes, instead  of  being  expelled  from 
the  service,  continued  to  be  received, 
often  as  substitutes  for  ex-masters  or 
their  sons;  and,  in  Virginia  espe- 
cially, it  gradually  became  a  custom 
among  the  superior  race  to  respond 


to  an  imperative  summons  to  the 
field  by  giving  an  athletic  slave  his 
freedom  on  condition  of  his  taking 
the  place  in  the  ranks  assigned  to  his 
master.  It  is  stated  that,  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  quite  a  number  who 
had  thus  earned  dieir  freedom  were 
constrained  to  sue  for  it ;  and  that 
the  Courts  of  the  *  Old  Dominion ' — 
which  had  not  yet  discovered  that  a 
slave  has  so  will,  and  so  can  make 
no  legal  and  binding  contract — uni- 
formly sustained  the  action,  and  gave 
judgment  that  compelled  tiie  master 
to  act  as  if  he  had  been  honest.  The 
Legislature  felt  constrained,  in  1783, 
to  provide  by  law  *  that  every  slave 
who  had  enlisted  upon  the  strength 
of  such  a  promise  should  be  set  free 
accordingly;  to  which  end,  the  At- 
torney-General was  required  to  com- 
mence an  action  in  favor  of  every 
such  patriot  soldier  thereaft;er  unjust- 
ly restrained  of  his  liberty,  who 
diould  be  entitled,  upon  due  proof 
of  his  averment,  not  only  to  his  free- 
dom, but  to  damages  for  past  injury 
in  withholding  and  denying  it. 

South  Carolina*  authorized  the 
enlistment  of  slaves — ^though  not  os- 
tensibly as  soldiers — ^by  a  vote  "  of 
her  Provincial  Congress,  as  follows : 

^^JResohecL,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  eeveral 
regiments  of  militia  throughout  the  colon  j 
have  leave  to  enroll  snch  a  number  of  able 
male  slaves,  to  be  employed  as  pioneers  and 
laborers,  as  public  exigencies  require;  and 


•July  10,  iTtS.  •Sept.  26,  1775. 

^  So  says  Bancroft 

"Hening's  Statutes  at  Large  of  Yirginia^  vol. 
zi^  p.  308. 

•John  Adams,  in  his  'Diary,'  gives,  under 
date  of  Sept.  28, 1775,  an  account  of  a  confer- 
ence with  Messra.  Bullock  and  Houston;  where- 
in he  says : 

"  These  gentlemen  give  a  melancholy  account 
of  the  States  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 
They  say  that,  if  1,000  regular  troops  should 
land  in  Georgia,  and  their  commander  be  pro- 


vided with  arms  and  clothes  enough,  and  pro- 
claim freedom  to  all  the  negroes  who  would  join 
his  camp,  20,000  n^^roes  would  join  it  from  the 
two  Provinces  in  a  fortnight  The  negroes 
have  a  wonderM  art  of  communicating  intelU> 
genoe  among  themselves;  it  wfll  run  several 
hundreds  of  miles  in  a  week  or  fortnight  They 
say  their  only  security  is  this:  that  all  tbe 
'  King's  fHends'  and  tools  of  government  have 
large  plantations,  and  property  in  negroes ;  so 
that  the  slaves  of  the  Tories  would  be  lost,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  Whigs." 

'•KoT.20, 1775. 
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that  a  dailj  paj  of  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence  be  allowed  for  the  service  of  such 
fllave  while  aotaally  employed." 

A  grand  patriot  Committee  of 
Conference,  civil  and  military,  head- 
ed by  Dr.  Franklin,  was  convened  " 
at  Wafihington's  headquarters  before 
Boston ;  and,  five  days  thereafter, 
voted,  on  the  report  of  a  council  of 
oflScers,  that  negroes,  *' especially 
such  as  are  slaves,"  should  no  longer 
be  enlisted;  and  an  order  was  is- 
sued" accordingly;  but  Washing- 
ton, upon  full  consideration,  wrote  " 
to  the  President  of  Congress  that 
"the  free  negroes''  are  reported  to 
to  be  "  very  much  dissatisfied  at  be- 
ing discarded ;"  and  adds : 

"As  it  is  apprehended  that  they  may 
seek  employ  in  tlie  Ministerial  Army,  I  have 
presumed  to  depart  from  the  resolution  re- 
specting them,  and  have  given  license  for 
their  being  enlisted.  If  this  is  disapproved 
\^  Congress,  I  will  put  a  stop  to  it.*' 

Congress  hereupon  decided  " 

"  That  the  free  negroes,  who  have  served 
faithfully  in  the  army  at  Cambridge,  may 
be  reenlisted  therein ;  but  no  others.'' 

Lord  Dunmore,  Eoyal  Governor 
of  Virginia,  had  ere  this  issued  "  a 
Proclamation  of  martial  law,  where- 
in he  called  "  all  persons  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  to  report  to  His  Majes- 
ty's standard,"  on  pain  of  confisca- 
tion, forfeiture,  &c.,  as  traitors ;  and 
proceeded : 

"And  I  do  hereby  further  declare  all  in- 
dented servants,  negroes  or  others  (apper- 
taining to  rebels),  free,  that  are  able  and 
willing  to  bear  arms;  they  joining  His 
Mfgesty's  troops,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the 
more  speedy  reducing  this  colony  to  a  pro- 
per sense  of  their  duty  to  His  Majesty's 
crown  and  dignity." 

An  answer  to  this  Proclamation 
was  made  through  a  Williamsburg 
journal,  wherein  the  existence  of 
Slavery  in  these  colonies  was  attri- 
buted  to  British  royal  policy,  and 


the  negroes  assured  that  they  were 
far  more  likely  to  acquire  personal 
liberty  by  adhering  to  the  cause  of 
American  and  of  general  freedom ; 
and  were  forcibly  reminded  that — 

"To  none,  then,  is  freedom  promised, 
but  to  such  as  are  able  to  do  Lord  Dun- 
more  service.  The  aged,  the  infirm,  the 
women  and  children,  are  still  to  remain  the 
property  of  their  masters — of  masters  who 
will  be  provoked  to  severity,  should  part  of 
their  slaves  desert  them.  Lord  Dunmore's 
declaration,  therefore,  is  a  cruel  declaration 
to  the  negroes.  He  does  not  pretend  to 
make  it  out  of  any  tenderness  to  them,  but 
solely  upon  his  own  account ;  and,  should 
it  meet  with  success,  it  leaves  by  far  the 
greater  number  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged 
and  iigured  people." 

Some  of  the  negroes  listened  to  the 
voice  of  the  Royal  charmer ;  who  at 
one  time  had  large  expectations  of 
raising  Black  troops  for  King  George ; 
but  he  finally  explained  **  to  his  Gov- 
ernment that  a  malignant  fever, 
whereof  he  had  already  reported  the 
existence, 

"  has  carried  off  an  incredible  number  of 
our  people,  especially  the  Blacks.  Had 
it  not  been  for  this  horrid  disorder,  I  am 
satisfied  I  should  have  had  2,000  Blacks ; 
with  whom  I  should  have  had  no  doubt  of 
penetrating  into  the  heart  of  this  colony." 

Still,  negroes  were  enlisted  on  both 
sides ;  in  the  North,  more  on  the  side 
of  Independence ;  while  in  the  South 
a  larger  number  fled  firom  plantation 
Slavery  to  strike  for  King  George 
against  their  ^  Kebel '  masters. 

An  official  return  "  of  the  negroes 
serving  in  the  army  under  Washing- 
ton's command,  soon  after  the  battle 
of  Monmouth,  makes  their  number 
755  ;  and  this  was  prior  to  any  sys- 
tematic efforts  to  enlist  them,  and 
while  their  presence  in  the  army  was 
rather  tolerated  than  invited, 

Ehode  Island,  in  1778,  authorized 
a  general  enlistment  of  slaves  for  the 
patriot  army— every  one  to  be  free 


"Oct.  18.  "Nov.  12.  "Dec. 31.  "Jan.  16^1776. 

VOL.  n. — 88 


"Nov.,  1116.    "  June26, 1776.  _" Aug.  U^  I77a, 
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from  the  moment  of  enliBting,  and  to 
receive  pay,  bounty,  ifec,  precisely 
like  other  soldiers.  A  Black  regi- 
ment was  raised  nnder  this  policy, 
which  fought  bravely  at  the  battle 
of  Bhode  Island,"  and  elsewhere ;  as 
many  of  those  composing  it  had  done 
prior  to  its  organization.  Massachu- 
setts, New  York,"  and  other  States, 
followed  the  example  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  offering  liberty  to  slaves 
who  would  enlist  in  the  patriot  ar- 
mies; and  the  policy  of  a  general 
freeing  and  arming  of  able  and  will- 
ing slaves  was  urged  by  Hon.  Henry 
Laurens,  of  S.  C,  by  his  son  CoL 
John  Laurens,  by  CoL  Alexander 
Hamilton,  Gen.  Lincoln,  James  Mad- 
ison, Gen.  Greene,  and  other  ardent 
patriots.  It  is  highly  probable  that, 
had  the  Revolutionary  War  lasted  a 
few  years  longer,  it  would  have  then 
abolished  Slavery  throughout  the 
Union.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  the  King's 
commander  in  the  North,  issued  "  a 
Proclamation,  premising  that  "the 
enemy  have  adopted  a  practice 
of  enrolling  negroes  among  their 
troops;"  and  thereupon  offering  to 
pay  for  "  all  negroes  taken  in  arms,'' 
and  guaranteeing,  to  every  one  who 
should  "  desert  the  Rebel  standard, 
full  security  to  follow  within  these 
lines  any  occupation  which  he  shall 
think  proper."  Lord  Comwallis, 
during  his  Southern  campaign,  pro- 
claimed freedom  to  all  slaves  who 
would  join  him;  and  his  subordi- 
nates— Tarleton  especially — took 
away  all  who  could  be  induced  to 
accompany  them.  Jefferson,  in  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Gordon,"  estimates  that 
this  policy  cost  Virginia  no  less 
than  80,000  slaves  in  one  year ;  most 


of  them  dying  so(m  of  small-pox  and 
camp-fever.  Thirty  were  carried  off 
by  Tarleton  fitwn  Jefferson's  own 
homestead ;  and  Jefferson  character- 
istically says  :*■  "  Had  this  been  to 
give  them  fireedom,  he  would  have 
done  right."      

The  War  of  1812  with  Great  Brit- 
ain was  much  shorter  than  that  of 
the  Revolution,  and  was  not,  like 
that,  a  struggle  for  life  or  death.  Yet, 
short  as  it  was,  n^ro  soldiers — ^who, 
at  the  outset,  would  doubtless  have 
been  rejected — were  in  demand  be- 
fore its  dose.  New  York  author- 
ized" the  raising  of  two  regiments 
of  "freemen  of  color" — ^to  receive 
the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
Whites — and  provided  that  "any 
able-bodied  slave"  might  enlist  there- 
in "  with  the  written  assent  of  his  mas- 
ter or  mistress,"  who  was  to  receive 
his  pay  aforesaid,  while  the  n^ro 
received  his  freedom:  being  manu- 
mitted at  the  time  of  his  honorable 
discharge. 

Gen.  Jackson's  employment  of 
Blacks  in  his  famous  defense  of  New 
Orleans — ^his  public  and  vigorous  rep- 
robation"* of  the  "mistaken  policy" 
which  had  hitherto  excluded  them 
from  the  service,  and  his  emphatic 
attestation  of  their  bravery  and  good 
conduct  while  serving  under  his  eye 
— are  too  well  known  to  require  cita- 
tion or  comment. 


When,  upon  hearing  of  the  bom- 
bardment of  Fort  Sumter,  and  still 
more,  after  the  riotous  massacre  of 
Massachusetts  volunteers  in  the  streets 
of  Baltimore,  the  city  of  New  York 
blazed  out  in  a  fervid  though  not  very 
profound  enthusiasm,  and  military  (W^ 


•Aug.  29,  1778.     "Act  of  March  20, 1781.  "Letter  to  Gordon  aforesaid.      »  Oct  24, 1814 

•  June  30, 1779.    "  Dated  Paria,  July  16, 1788.        •*  Proclamation  dated  If obOe,  S^  21, 1814 
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ganization  and  arming  became  the 
order  of  the  day,  a  nnmber  of  Blacks 
quietly  hired  a  public  hall  and  com- 
menced drilling  therein,  in  view  of 
the  possibility  of  a  call  to  active  ser- 
vice, they  were  promptly  notified  by 
the  Chief  of  Police  that  they  must 
desist  from  these  military  exercises, 
or  he  could  not  protect  them  from 
popular  indignation  and  assault. 
They  had  no  choice  but  to  do  as 
they  were  bidden. 


Q-en.  Hunter,  while  in  command 
at  Hilton  Head,  was  the  first  to  di- 
l"ect  the  organization  of  colored  men 
as  soldiers,  soon  after  issuing  his  or- 
der of  general  Emancipation  through- 
out his  department,  already  record- 
ed." This  movement  elicited"  from 
Mr.  WickliflFe,  of  Ky.,  in  the  House, 
the  following  resolution  of  inquiry : 

**  Eesohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
directed  to  inform  this  House  if  Gen.  Hun- 
ter, of  the  Department  of  Soath  Carolina, 
has  organized  a  regiment  of  South  Oarolina 
volunteers  for  the  defense  of  the  Union, 
composed  of  Black  men  (fugitive  slaves), 
and  appointed  the  Colonel  and  .other  offi- 
cers to  command  them.  2.  Was  he  author- 
ized by  the  Department  to  organize  and 
muster  into  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
as  soldiers,  the  fhgitii^e  or  captured  slaves  ? 
8.  Has  he  been  furnished  with  clothing,  uni- 
forms, etc.,  for  such  force?  4.  Has  he  been 
famished,  by  order  of  the  War  Department, 
with  arms  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  these 
slaves?  5.  To  report  any  orders  given  said 
Hunter,  and  correspondence  between  him 
and  the  Department." 

Secretary  Stanton  replied"  that 
Gen.  Hunter  had  not  been  author- 
ized to  organize  and  muster  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  either 
fugitive  or  captured  slaves,  nor  had 
he  been  furnished  with  clothing  or 
arms  for  such  slaves;  and  Airther, 
that  the  Government's  orders  to  and 
correspondence  with  Gen.  Hunter  on 
this  subject  could  not  be  published 


at  this  time  without  prejudice  to  the 
public  welfare.  But,  some  days  later,** 
he  made  a  further  report,  covering  a 
letter"  from  Gen.  Hunter,  in  reply 
to  one  addressed"  to  him  by  the  Ad- 
jutant-General, asking  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject;  wherein  Gen. 
H.  makes  answer  to  Mr.  Wickliflfe's 
several  inquiries  as  follows : 

**To  the  first  question,  therefore,  I  reply 
that  no  regiment  of  'fugitive  slaves*  has 
been,  or  is  being,  organized  in  this  depart- 
ment. There  is,  however,  a  fine  regiment 
of  persons  whose  late  masters  are  '  fugitive 
Rebels ' — men  who  every  where  fly  before 
the  appearance  of  the  national  flag,  leaving 
their  servants  behind  them  to  shift  as  best 
they  can  for  themselves.  So  far,  indeed,  are 
the  loyal  persons  compodng  this  regiment 
from  seeking  to  avoid  the  presence  of  their 
late  owners,  that  they  are  now,  one  and  all, 
working  with  remarkable  industry  to  place 
themselves  in  a  position  to  go  in  full  and 
effective  pursuit  of  their  fugacious  and  trai- 
torous proprietors. 

"  To  the  second  question,  I  have  the  honor 
to  answer  that  the  instructions  given  to 
Brig.-Gen.  T.  W.  Sherman,  by  the  Hon.  Si- 
mon Cameron,  late  Secretary  of  War,  and 
turned  over  to  me  by  succession  for  my 
guidance,  do  distinctly  authorize  me  to  em- 
ploy all  loyal  persons  ofifering  their  services 
in  defense  of  the  Union  and  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  this  Rebellion,  in  any  manner  I  might 
see  fit,  or  that  the  circumstances  might  call 
for.  There  is  no  restriction  as  to  the  char- 
acter or  color  of  the  persons  to  be  employed, 
or  the  nature  of  the  employment,  whether 
civil  or  military,  in  which  their  services 
should  be  used.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that 
I  ha/oe  been  authorized  to  enlist  'fugitive 
slaves '  as  soldiers,  could  any  such  be  tbund 
in  this  Department.  Ko  such  characters, 
however,  have  yet  appeared  within  view  of 
our  most  advanced  pickets ;  the  loyal  slaves 
every  where  remaining  on  their  plantations 
to  welcome  us,  aid  us,  and  supply  us  with 
food,  labor,  and  information.  It  is  the  mas- 
ters who  have,  in  every  instance,  "been  the 
*  fugitives;'  running  away  from  loyal  slaves 
as  well  as  loyal  soldiers;  and  whom  we 
have  only  partially  been  able  to  see — chiefly 
their  heads  over  ramparts,  or,  rifle  in  hand, 
dodging  behind  trees — ^in  the  extreme  dis- 
tance. In  the  absence  of  any  '  fuffitive-mas- 
ter  law,'  the  deserted  slaves  would  be  wholly 
without  remedy,  had  not  the  crime  of  trea- 
son given  them  the  right  to  pursue,  capture, 
and  bring  back,  those  persons  of  whose  pro- 


'  See  page  246.     "  June  6, 1862.     "  June  14.     *  July  2,     "  Duted  June  23.     "  June  13. 
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tection  thej  have  been  thus  snddenlj  be- 
reft. 

"  To  the  third  interrogatory,  it  is  mj  pain- 
ful duty  to  reply  that  I  never  have  received* 
any  specific  authority  for  issues  of  clothing, 
nniforros,  arms,  equipments,  and  so  forth,  to 
the  troops  in  question — my  general  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Cameron  to  employ  them  in 
any  manner  I  might  find  necessary,  and  the 
military  exigencies  of  the  Department  and 
the  country,  being  my  only,  but,  in  my  judg- 
ment, sufficient  justification.  Neither  have 
I  had  any  specific  authority  for  supplying 
these  persons  with  shovels,  spades,  and  pick- 
axes, when  employing  them  as  laborers,  nor 
with  boats  and  oars  when  using  them  as  light- 
ermen :  but  these  are  not  points  included  in 
Mr.  Wickliffe's  resolution.  To  me,  it  seemed 
that  liberty  to  employ  men  in  any  particu- 
lar capacity  implied  with  it  liberty  also  to 
supply  them  with  the  necessary  tools ;  and, 
acting  upon  this  faith,  I  have  clothed,  equip- 
ped and  armed,  the  only  loyal  regiment  yet 
nused  in  South  Carolina. 

"  I  must  say,  in  vindication  of  my  own 
conduct,  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  many 
other  diversified  and  imperative  claims  on 
my  time,  a  much  more  satisfactory  result 
might  have  been  hoped  for;  and  that,  in 
place  of  only  one,  as  at  present,  at  least  five 
or  six  well-drilled,  brave,  and  thoroughly 
acclimated  regiments,  should  by  this  time 
have  been  added  to  the  loyal  forces  of  the 
Union. 

"  The  experiment  of  arming  the  Blacks, 
80  far  as  I  have  made  it,  has  been  a  com- 
plete and  even  marvelous  success.  They 
are  sober,  docile,  attentive,  and  enthusias- 
tic ;  displaying  great  natural  capacities  for 
acquiring  the  duties  of  the  soldier.  They 
are  eager  beyond  all  things  to  take  the  field 
and  be  led  into  action ;  and  it  is  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  officers  who  have  had 
charge  of  them,  that,  in  the  peculiarities  of 
this  climate  and  country,  they  will  prove  in- 
valuable auxiliaries — ^fuUy  equal  to  the 
similar  regiments  so  long  and  successfully 
used  by  the  British  authorities  in  the  West 
India  islands. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  would  say  it  is  my  hope 
— ^there  appearing  no  possibility  of  other  re- 
enforcements,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Peninsula — to  have  organ- 
ized, by  the  end  of  next  Fall,  and  to  be  able 
to  present  to  the  Government,  from  48,000 
to  50,000  of  these  hardy  and  devoted  sol- 
diers. 

"  Trusting  that  this  letter  may  form  part 
of  your  answer  to  Mr.  Wicklitfe^s  resolu- 
tions, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respect- 
fully, your  very  obedient  servant, 

"D.  IIuNTEB,  Miy.-Gen.  Com'ding." 


These  responses,  though  not  par- 
ticularly satisfactory  to  Mr.  Wickliffe, 
appear  to  have  J)een  conclusive; 
though  his  colleague,  Mr.  Ihmlap, 
proposed  "  that  it  be  by  the  House 

*^Be9ohedy  That  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  the  paper  read  to  this  body  yes- 
terday, approving  the  arming  of  slaves, 
emanating  from  M^j.-Gen.  David  Hunter, 
clothed  in  discourteous  language,  are  an 
indignity  to  the  American  Congress,  an  in- 
sult to  the  American  people  and  our  brave 
soldiers  in  arms ;  for  which  sentiments,  so 
uttered,  he  justly  merits  our  condenmation 
and  censure.^' 

The  House  did  not  so  resolve; 
preferring  to  adjourn. 

Gen.  Hunter's  original  recruiting 
and  organizing  Blacks  in  South  Caro- 
lina having  been  without  express  au- 
thority, there  was  no  warrant  for 
paying  them;  but  this  defect  was 
cured,  before  Congress  was  ready  to 
act  decisively  on  the  subject,  by  a 
special  order  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,"  directed  to  (Jen.  Rufus  Sax- 
ton,  Militaiy  Governor  of  the  Sea 
Islands,  which  says : 

"8.  In  view  of  the  small  force  under  your 
command,  and  the  inability  of  the  GFovem- 
ment,  at  the  present  time,  to  increase  it,  ia 
order  to  guard  the  plantations  and  settle- 
ments occupied  by  the  United  States  from 
invasion,  and  protect  the  inhabitants  thereof 
from  captivity  and  murder  by  the  enemy, 
you  are  also  authorized  to  arm,  uniform, 
equip  and  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  such  number  of  Volunteers 
of  African  descent  as  you  may  deem  expe- 
dient, not  exceeding  6,000;  and  may  detail 
officers  to  instruct  them  in  military  drill, 
discipline  and  duty,  and  to  command  them : 
the  persons  so  received  into  service,  and 
their  officers,  to  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
the  same  pay  and  rations  as  are  allowed  by 
law  to  Volunteers  in  the  service. 

"  4.  You  will  occupy,  if  possible,  all  tlie 
islands  and  plantations  heretofore  occupied 
by  the  Government,  and  secure  and  harvest 
the  crops,  and  cultivate  and  improve  the 
plantations. 

"  6.  The  population  of  African  descent, 
that  cultivate  the  land  and  perform  the 
labor  of  the  Rebels,  constitute  a  large  share 
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of  their  military  strength,  and  enable  the 
White  masters  to  fill  the  Rebel  armies,  and 
wage  a  cruel  and  ^inrderoas  war  against 
the  people  of  the  Northern  States.  By  re- 
ducing the  laboring  strength  of  the  Rebels, 
their  military  power  will  be  reduced.  Tou 
are,  therefore,  authorized,  by  every  means 
Sn  your  power,  to  withdraw  from  the  enemy 
their  laboring  force  and  population,  and  to 
spare  no  effort,  consistent  with  civilized 
warfare,  to  weaken,  harass,  and  annoy 
them,  and  to  establish  the  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  within 
your  Department." 

Meantime,  Brig.-Gten,  J.  W.  Phelps, 
commanding  under  Gen.  Butler  at 
CarroUton,  La.,  finding  his  camp 
continuallj  beset  by  fugitives  from 
Slavery  on  the  adjacent  plantations, 
but  especially  from  that  of  Mr.  B. 
La  Blanche,  a  wealthy  and  eminent 
sugar-planter  just  above  New  Orleans 
— (who,  it  appears,  being  vexed  by 
military  interference  with  the  police 
of  his  plantation,  had  driven  off  all 
his  n^oes,  telling  them  to  go  to 
their  friends,  the  Yankees) — ^had  in- 
volved himself  in  a  difference  with 
his  superior,  by  harboring  and  pro- 
tecting those  and  other  fugitives, 
contrary  to  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  Gen.  Butler  was  en- 
deavoring, so  far  as  possible,  to  con- 
form to.  Gen.  Phelps,  in  his  report " 
to  Gen.  Butler's  Adjutant,  justifying 
his  conduct  in  the  premises — after 
setting  forth  the  impossibility  of 
putting  down  the  Eebellion  and  at 
the  same  time  upholding  its  parent. 
Slavery,  and  the  absolute  necessity 
of  adopting  a  decided  anti-Slavery 
policy — says : 

"The  enfranchisement  of  the  people  of 
Europe  has  heen,  and  is  still,  going  on, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  military 
aervioe ;  and  by  this  means  our  slaves  might 
be  raised  in  the  scale  of  civilization  and 
prepared  for  freedom.  Fifky  regiments 
might  be  raised  among  them  at  once,  which 
could  be  employed  in  this  climate  to  pre- 
ferve  order,  and  thus  prevent  the  necessity 


of  retrenching  our  liberties,  as  we  should 
dp  by  a  large  army  exclusively  of  Whites. 
For  it  is  evident  that  a  considerable  army 
of  Whites  would  give  stringency  to  our 
Qovernment;  while  an  army  partly  of 
Blacks  would  naturally  operate  in  favor  of 
freedom  and  against  those  influences  which 
at  present  most  endanger  our  liberties.  At 
the  end  of  five  years,  they  could  be  sent  to 
Africa,  and  their  places  fiUed  with  new  en- 
listments.^' 

Eeceiving  no  specific  response  to 
this  overture.  Gen.  Phelps  made  "  a 
requisition  of  arms,  clothing,  &c., 
for  "three  raiments  of  Afiricans, 
which  I  propose  to  raise  for  the  de- 
fense of  this  point ;"  adding : 

**  The  location  is  swampy  and  unhealthy ; 
and  our  men  are  dying  at  the  rate  of  two  or 
three  a  day. 

*^  The  Southern  loyalists  are  willing,  as  I 
understand,  to  furnish  their  share  of  the  tax 
for  the  support  of  the  war ;  but  they  should 
also  famish  their  quota  of  men ;  which 
they  have  not  thus  far  done.  An  oppor- 
tunity now  offers  of  supplying  the  defi- 
ciency ;  and  it  is  not  safe  to  neglect  oppor- 
tunities in  war.  I  think  that,  with  the 
proper  facilities,  I  could  raise  the  three 
regiments  proposed  in  a  short  time.  With- 
out holding  out  any  inducements,  or  ofier- 
ing  any  reward,  I  have  now  upward  of  800 
Africans  organized  into  five  companies,  who 
are  all  willing  and  ready  to  show  their  de- 
votion to  our  cause  in  any  way  that  it  may 
be  put  to  the  test  They  are  willing  to 
submit  to  anything  rather  than  to  Slavery. 

"  Society,  in  the  South,  seems  to  be  on 
the  point  of  dissolution ;  and  the  best  way 
of  preventing  the  African  from  becoming 
instrumental  in  a  general  state  of  anarchy, 
is  to  enlist  him  in  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lie.  If  we  reject  his  services,  any  petty 
military  chieftain,  by  offering  him  freedom, 
can  have  them  for  the  purpose  of  robbery 
and  plunder.  It  is  for  the  interests  of  the 
South,  as  well  as  of  the  North,  that  the 
African  should  be  permitted  to  offer  his 
block  for  the  temple  of  freedom.  Senti- 
ments unworthy  of  the  man  of  the  present 
day — worthy  only  of  another  Cain-— could 
alone  prevent  Such  an  offer  from  being  ac- 
cepted. 

"I  would  recommend  that  the  cadet 
graduates  of  the  present  year  should  be 
sent  to  South  Oarolina  and  this  point,  to  or- 
ganize and  discipline  our  African  levies; 
and  that  the  more  promising  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  the  army  be 
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appointed  as  oompanj  officers  to  oommand 
them.  Prompt  and  energetio  efforts  in  this 
direction  wocud  probably  accomplish  more 
toward  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war,  and 
an  early  restoration  of  peace  and  nnity,  than 
any  other  course  which  could  be  adopted.'* 

Gen.  Butler,  in  response,  instructed 
Gen.  Phelps  to  employ  his  ^  contra- 
bands'  in  cutting  down  trees  and 
forming  abatis  for  the  defense  of  his 
lines,  instead  of  organizing  them  as 
soldiers.  This  Gen.  P.  peremptorily 
declined  "  to  do ;  saying,  "  I  am  not 
willing  to  become  the  mere  slave- 
driver  you  propose,  having  no  quali- 
lications  that  way,  '*  and  thereupon 
throwing  up  his  commission.  Gen. 
Butler  declined  to  accept  his  resigna- 
tion ;  but  it  was,  on  reference  to 
Wadiington,  accepted  by  the  Go- 
vernment ;  whereupon,  he  quit  the 
service  and  returned  to  his  Vermont 
home,  leaving  600  able-bodied  negro 
men  in  his  camp,  and  a  very  decided 
tendency  on  the  adjacent  plantations 
to  increase  the  number. 

The  current  of  events  soon  carried 
Gen.  Butler  along  with  it ;  so  that — 
though  he  was  almost  isolated  from 
the  Government,  with  which  he 
communicated  but  fitfully — ^at  least 
a  fortnight  being  usually  required  to 
send  a  dispatch  from  New  Orleans  to 
Washington  and  receive  an  answer 
— ^he  felt  constrained  by  the  necessi- 
ties and  perils  of  his  position,  just 
the  day  before  Stanton's  direction  to 
Saxton  aforesaid,  to  appeal  to  the 
free  colored  men  of  New  Orleans  to 
take  up  arms  in  the  National  service ; 
which  appeal  was  responded  to  with 
alacrity  and  enthusiasm,  and  a  first 
regiment,  1,000  strong,  filled  within 
14  days-^all  its  line  ofiicers  colored 
as  well  as  the  rank  and  file.  His 
next  regiment,  filled  soon  afterward. 


had  its  two  highest  officers  White; 
all  the  rest  colored.  His  third  was 
officered  by  the  befet  men  that  could 
be  had,  r^ardless  of  color.  His  two 
batteries  were  officered  by  Whites 
only ;  for  the  simple  reason  that  there 
were  no  others  who  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  artillery. 

On  the  reception  at  Richmond  of 
tidings  of  Gen.  Hunter's  and  Gen. 
Phelps's  proceedings  with  reference 
to  the  enlistment  of  negro  soldiers  for 
the  Union  armies,  Jefferson  Davis 
issued  **  an  order  directing  that  said 
Generals  be  no  longer  r^arded  as 
public  enemies  of  the  Confederacy, 
but  as  outlaws ;  and  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  capture  of  either  of  them,  or 
of  any  other  commissioned  officer 
employed  in  organizing,  drilling,  or 
instructing  slaves,  he  should  not  be 
treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  but  held 
in  close  confinement  for  execution  as 
a  felon,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he 
(J.  D.)  should  order.  It  is  not  re- 
corded that  any  one  was  ever  actual- 
ly hung  under  this  order. 


So  long  as  the  ranks  of  the  Union 
armies  were  satis&ctorily  filled  by 
volunteering  alone,  and  Whites  stood 
ready  to  answer  promptly  every  re- 
quisition for  more  men,  n^roes  or 
mulattoes  were  not  accepted  as  sol- 
diers ;  though  they  were,  as  they  had 
ever  been,  freely  enlisted  and  exten- 
sively employed  in  the  navy,  with 
the  same  pay  and  allowances  as 
Whites.  At  no  time  during  the  war 
was  a  colored  person,  if  known  as 
such,  accepted — as  many  had  been 
throughout  our  own  Revolutionary 
War — ^for  service  in  a  regiment  or 
other    organization    preponderantly 
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"WTnta**  But  no  sooner  had  McClel- 
lan's  campaign  against  Kichmond 
culminated  in  disaster  and  a  requisi- 
tion upon  the  loyal  States  for  Six 
Hundred  Thousand  more  recruits  to 
our  armies,  rendering  conscription  in 
some  localities  unavoidable,  than  the 
barriers  of  caste  began  to  give  way." 
Thus,  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Mass.,  having 
reported  ••  to  the  Senate  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act  of  1795,  prescribing 
the  manner  of  calling  forth  the  MiU- 
tia  to  suppress  insurrection,  &c.,  Mr. 
Grimes,  of  Iowa,  moved  "  that  hence- 
forth there  shall  be  no  exemption 
from  Military  duty  because  of  color. 
On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Preston 
King,  of  N.  T.,  this  proposition  was 
so  amended  as  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident to  accept  "  persons  of  African 
descent,  for  the  purpose  of  construct- 
ing intrenchments,  or  performing 
camp  service,  or  any  war  service  for 
whidi  they  may  be  found  competent." 
Tliis,  and  the  whole  project,  were  ve- 
hemently opposed  by  Messrs.  Sauls- 
bury,  of  Dd.,  G,  Davis,  of  Ky.,  Car- 
lile,  of  Va.,  and  others  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. Mr.  G.  Davis  endeavored  to 
strike  out  the  words  last  above  quoted ; 
but  failed :  Teas,  11 ;  Nays,  27.  Af- 
ter much  debate,  the  Senate  decided, 
by  close  votes,  to  free,  as  a  reward 
for  services  in  the  Union  armies,  the 
slaves  of  Eebels  only,  and  not  to  free 
the  wives  and  children  even  of  these. 
In  this  shape,  the  bill  passed  *^  the  Se- 
nate :  Yeas  28  (including  Mr.  Eice, 
of  Minn.) ;  Nays  9  (all  the  Opposi- 
tion present  and  voting  but  Mr.  Rice 


aforesaid).  And  the  bill  going  thenoe 
to  the  House,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pa., 
at  once  demanded  and  obtained  the 
Previous  Question  thereon ;  and  an 
attempt  to  lay  it  on  the  table  having 
failed  (Yeas  30;  Nays  77),  it  was 
passed,"  and  signed  next  day  by  the 
President.  By  another,  act  of  like 
date  and  similar  -history,  Congress 
prescribed  that  "the  enrollment  of 
the  Militia  shall  in  all  cases  include 
all  able-bodied  male  citizens  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  45." 

In  the  next  Congress,  the  enroll- 
ment of  the  National  forces  being 
under  consideration  in  the  House, 
Mr.  Stevens,  of  Pa.,"  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  the  27th  section, 
and  inserting  instead  the  following : 

"  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  abk- 
bodied  male  persons  of  AfHoan  descent,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  20  and  45,  whether  citi- 
zens or  not,  shaU  be  enrolled  and  made  a   / 
part  of  the  National  forces ;  and,  when  ©n-\  / 
rolled  and  drafted  into  the   service,  his^ 
master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  f800, 
and  the  drafted  man  shall  be  free." 

Mr.  S.  H.  Boyd,  of  Mo.,  suggested 

that  only  loyal  masters  be  entitled 

to  the  $800  bounty;    which   Mr. 

Stevens  readily  accepted;    but,  on 

motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  of  Md.,  it    ' 

was  afterward  decided — 67  to  44 — 

that  any  boxmty  accruing  to  a  drafted 

man  who  is  a  slave  shall  be  paid  to 

his  master.     Mr.  B.  G.  Harris,  of    . 

Md.,  denied  "  that  you  have  a  right 

to  enlist  or  enroll  a  slave."    Mr.  Fer^ 

nando  Wood,  of  N.  T.,  denounced 

the  measure  as  ^^  clearly,  palpably  in 

violation  of  the  Constitution."    jM>. 


'^  At  an  early  stage  of  the  war,  a  son  of  old 
John  Brown  influentially  aided  the  enlistment 
of  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in  Northern  New 
York ;  and,  uniting  aeal  and  ability  with  some 
military  experienoe,  was  appointed  a  Lieutenant 
therein;  but  his  brother  officers  evinced  such 
dissatisfaoUon  that  he  was  obliged  to  resign. 


"  "  I  have  never,"  said  Mr.  Broomall,  of  Pa., 
in  the  House  (Feb.  11th,  1863),  "found*themo6fc 
maky  constituent  of  mine,  who,  when  he  wis 
drafted,  refVised  to  let  the  blackest  negro  in  the 
district  go  as  a  substitute  for  him." 
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•July  16.  «Feb.  10,  1864. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


520 


THB    AMEBICAN    CONFLICT. 


Btevens's  proposition  prevailed:  bo 
that  Blacks,  whether  free  or  enalayed, 
were  directed  to  be  enrolled  and 
drafted  into  the  National  service  pre- 
cisely like  Whites,  The  bill  was  ul- 
timately sent  to  a  Conference  Com- 
mittee of  three  members  of  either 
House;  by  whom  the  27th  section 
was  so  amendedr  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  That  all  able-bodied  male  colored  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  of  20  and  45  years, 
whether  citizens  or  not,  resident  in  the 
United  States,  shall  be  enrolled  according 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  an  amendment  and  form 
part  of  the  National  forces ;  and,  when  a 
alave  of  a  loyal  master  shall  be  drafted  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  his  master  shall  have  a  certificate 
thereof;  and  thereupon  such  slave  shall  be 
^free ;  and  the  bounty  of  a  hundred  dollars, 
now  payable  by  law  for  each  drafted  man, 
ahall  be  paid  to  the  person  to  whom  such 
drafted  person  was  owing  service  or  labor 
at  the  time  of  his  muster  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of 
War  shall  appoint  a  commission  in  each  of 
the  slave  States  represented  in  Congress, 
charged  to  award  to  each  loyal  person  to 
whom  a  colored  volunteer  may  owe  service, 
a  Just  compensation,  not  ezceending  $300,  for 
each  such  colored  volunteer,  payable  out 
of  the  fund  derived  from  commutations; 
and  every  such  colored  volunteer,  on  being 
mustered  into  the  service,  shall  be  free." 

The  report  of  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee was  agreed  to  by  the  two 
Houses  respectively,  and  the  bill, 
thus  amended,  became  the  law  of  the 
land.  

By  a  section  of  the  Act  of  1862, 
aforesaid,  the  said  "  persons  of  Afri- 
can descent"  were  to  be  paid  $10 
^  per  month,  $3  of  it  in  clothing ;  while, 
the  pay  of  the  White  soldiers  was 
$18  per  month,  beside  clothing. 
Gov.  Andrew,  of  Mass.,  on  his  solici- 
tation, was  authorized**  by  Secretary 
Stanton  to  raise  of  three  years'  men 
**  volunteer  companies  of  artillery  for 
duty  in  the  forts  of  Massachusetts 


and  elsewhere,  and  such  companies 
of  infantry  for  the  volunteer  military 
service  as  he  may  find  convenient, 
and  may  include  persons  of  A&ican 
descent,  organized  into  separate 
corps.''  Under  this  order,  Gbv.  A 
proceeded  to  raise  two  full  regiments 
of  Blacks,  known  as  the  54th  and 
55di  Massachusetts;  which  in  due 
time  were  mustered  without  objec- 
tion into  the  service  of  the  Union, 
and  there  won  honorable  distinction. 
When,  at  length,  the  paymaster 
made  his  usually  welcome  appea^ 
ance  at  their  camp,  and  offered  them 
$10  per  month,  they  reftised  to  ac- 
cept that  or  anything  less  than  the 
regular  pay  of  soldiers  of  the  United 
States ;  and  a  tender  of  the  State  to 
make  good  the  difference  between 
what  they  were  offered  and  what 
they  demanded,  they  declined ;  going 
wholly  without  pay  for  more  than  a 
year  in  order  to  establish  their  right 
to  be  r^arded,  not  eepecially  as 
negroes,  but  as  men.  Those  who, 
being  meantime  hopelessly  disabled 
by  woxmds  or  by  disease,  received 
honorable  discharges  from  the  ser- 
vice, did  accept  what  was  offered 
them  by  the  Federal  paymaster,  and 
the  residue  of  their  full  pay  from 
Maj.  Sturgis,  agent  of  the  State. 
At  last,  after  repeated  and  most  ur- 
gent representations  to  the  War  De- 
partment by  Gov.  Andrew,  and 
upon  the  opinion  of  Attomey-Gen- 
:^ral  Bates  that  they  were  l^ally 
as  well  as  equitably  entitled  to  it, 
they  received  from  the  United  States 
the  full  pay  they  had  persistently 
claimed.  And  Bev.  Samuel  Harri- 
son, the  Black  chaplain  of  the  64th, 
being  refrised  by  the  U.  S.  paymas- 
ter the  regular  pay  of  a  chaplain  be- 
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cause  of  his  color,  or  because  of  tliat 
of  his  regiment,  appealed  to  Gov. 
^Andrew;  on  whose  representation 
and  advocacy,  backed  likewise  by 
Judge  Bates's  opinion  as  Attorney- 
General,  he  was  ultimately  paid  in 
full.  And,  finally,  it  was  by  Con- 
gress enacted  :** 

"  That  all  persons  of  color  who  were  free 
on  the  19th  dajr  of  April,  1861,  and  who 
have  been  enlisted  and  mustered  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  shall, 
from  the  time  of  their  enlistment,  be  en- 
titled to  receive  the  pay,  bounty,  and 
olothing,  allowed  to  such  persons  by  the 
laws  existing  at  the  time  of  their  enlist- 
ment."   

When  the  54th  Massachusetts  were 
ready,  in  May,  1868,  to  proceed  to  the 
seat  of  war  in  South  Carolina,  ap- 
plication was  made  in  their  behalf  to 
the  Chief  of  Police  of  New  York  for 
advice  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking 
that  city  in  their  route,  and  march- 
ing down  Broadway.  He  responded 
that  they  could  not  be  protected 
from  insult  and  probable  assault  if 
they  did  so.  They  thereupon  pro- 
ceeded wholly  by  water  to  their  des- 
tination. Within  seven  or  eight 
months  thereafter,  two  ^ew  York 
regiments  of  Blacks,  raised  by  vol- 
untary efforts  mainly  of  the  Loyal 
League,  though  discountenanced  by 
Gov.  Seymour,  marched  proudly 
down  Broadway  and  embarked  for 
the  seat  of  War,  amid  the  cheers  of 
enthusiastic  thousands,  and  without 
eliciting  one  discordant  hiss. 


The  use  of  negroes,  both  fi-ee  and 
slave,  for  belligerent  purposes,  on 
the  side  of  the  Rebellion,  dates  from 
a  period  anterior  to  the  outbreak  of 
actual  hostilities.  So  early  as  Jan. 
1st,  1861,  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  R.  Jl. 
Baordan,  at  Charleston,  to  Hon.  Per- 


cy Walker,  at    Mobile,   exultingly 

proclaimed  that  — 

"Large  gangs  of  negroes  from  planta- 
tions are  at  work  on  the  redoubts,  which 
are  substantially  made  of  sand-bags  and 
ooated  with  sheet-iron.*' 

A  Washington  dispatch  to   The 

Evening  Post  (New  York),  about 

this  time,  set  forth  that  — 

"A gentleman  from  Charleston  says  that 
everything  there  betokens  active  prepara- 
tions for  fight.  The  thousand  negroes  busy 
in  building  batteries,  so  far  from  inclining 
to  insurrection,  were  grinning  from  ear  to 
ear  at  the  prospect  of  shooting  the  Yan- 
kees." 

The  Charleston  Mercury  of  Jan. 
8d,  said: 

"We  learn  that  160  able-bodied  free 
colored  men,  of  Cliarleston,  yesterday  of- 
fered their  services  gratuitously  to  the 
Governor,  to  hasten  forward  the  important 
work  of  throwing  up  redoubts  wherever 
needed  along  our  coast.*' 

The  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  that 

negotiated  that.  State    out  of  the 

Union,  by  secret    treaty  with  the 

Confederate   Executive,  passed"  an 

act  authorizing  the  Governor  (Isham 

G.  Harris)  — 

**to  receive  into  the  military  service  of 
the  State  all  male  free  persons  of  color, 
between  the  ages  of  15  and  50." 

These  Black  soldiers  were  to  re- 
ceive $8  per  month,  with  clothing 
and  rations.  The  sheriff  of  each 
county  was  required,  under  the  pen- 
alties of  misdemeanor,  to  collect  and 
report  the  names  of  all  such  per- 
sons ;  and  it  was  further  enacted — 

"That,  in  the  event  a  suflScient  num- 
ber of  free  persons  of  color  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  State  shall  not  tender  their 
Bervices,  the  Governor  is  empowered, 
through  the  sheriffs  of  the  different  coun- 
ties, to  pfe99  such  persons  until  the  requi- 
site number  is  obtained." 

The  Memphis  Avalanche  joyously 
proclaimed  *^  that — 

"  A  procession  of  several  hundred  stout 
negro  men,  members  of  the  ^  domestic  in- 
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Btitatlon,'  marched  through  our  streets 
yesterday  in  military  order,  nnder  com- 
mand of  Oonfederate  officers.  They  were 
all  armed  and  equipped  with  shovels,  axes, 
blankets,  ^.  A  merrier  set  were  never 
seen.  They  were  brimful  of  patriotism, 
shouting  for  Jeff.  Davis  and  singing  war- 
songs." 

And  again,  fonr  days  later : 

"  Upward  of  1,000  negroes,  armed  with 
spades  and  pickaxes,  have  passed  through 
the  city  within  the  past  few  days.  Their 
destination  is  unknown ;  but  it  is  supposed 
that  they  are  on  their  way  to  the  *•  other 
aide  of  Jordan.'  " 

The  drafting  of  Bkcks,  and  espe- 
cially of  slaves,  by  thousands,  to 
work  on  Hebel  forti^cations,  was,  in 
general,  rather  ostentatiously  para- 
ded throughout  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  War.  The  Oonfederate  Congress 
was  finally  constrained  to  regulate 
by  law  the  impressment  of  property 
for  military  service ;  and  its  general 
"Act  to  regulate  Impressments"** 
provides  — 

"  Sec.  9.  Where  slaves  are  impressed  by 
the  Oonfederate  Government,  to  labor  on 
fortifications,  or  other  public  works,  the 
impressment  shall  be  made  by  said  (Govern- 
ment  according  to  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions provided  in  the  laws  of  the  State 
wherein  they  are  impressed;  and,  in  the 
absence  of  such  law,  in  accordance  with 
such  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  shall  from  time  to  time 
prescribe :  Provided^  That  no  impressment 
of  slaves  shall  be  made  when  they  can  be 
hired  or  procured  by  the  consent  of  the 
owner  or  agent. 

*'8ec.  10.  That,  previous  to  the  Ist  day 
of  December  next,  no  slave  laboring  on  a 
farm  or  plantation,  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  production  of  grain  and  provisions, 
shall  be  taken  for  the  public  use,  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  except  in  case 
of  urgent  necessity.'' 

The  Lynchburg  Republican  (Va.) 
had,  so  early  as  April,  chronicled  the 
volunteered  enrollment  of  70  of  the 
free  negroes  of  that  place,  to  fight  in 
defense  of  their  State ;  closing  with — 


'*  Three  cheers  for  the  patriotic  free  ne- 
groes of  Lynchburg  I" 

The  next  recorded  organization  of 
negroes,  especially  as  Eebel  soldiers, 
was  at  Mobile,  toward  Autumn ;  and, 
two  or  three  months  later,  the  follow- 
ing telegram  was  flashed  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  rejoicing 
Confederacy : 

"  Nbw  Obuaks,  Nov.  28,  1861. 

"  Over  28,000  troops  were  reviewed  to- 
day by  Gov.  Moore,  Mm.  Gen.  Lovell,  and 
Brig.- Gen.  Ruggles.  The  line  was  over 
seven  miles  long.  One  re^ment  comprised 
1,400  free  colored  men." 

The  (Rebel)  L^lature  of  Yii^ 
ginia  was  engaged,  so  early  as  Feb. 
4, 1862,  on  a  bill  to  enroll  all  the 
free  negroes  in  the  State,  for  sOTvice 
in  the  "Rebel  forces;  which  was  favor- 
ed by  all  who  discussed  it ;  when  it 
passed  to  its  engrossment,  and  pro- 
bably became  a  law. 

All  these,  and  many  kindred  move- 
ments in  the  same  direction,  preced- 
ed Mr.  Lincoln's  first  or  premonitory 
Proclamation  of  Freedom,*'  and  long 
preceded  any  organization  of  n^ro 
troops  to  fight  for  the  Union.  The 
credit  of  having  first  conquered  their 
prejudices  against  the  employment 
of  Bl^ks,  even  as  soldiers,  is  fiurly 
due  to  the  Rebels.  Had  the  negroee 
with  equal  facility  overcome  iheir 
repugnance  to  fighting  for  their  own 
enslavement,  the  Black  contingent 
in  the  Rebel  armies  might  soon  have 
been  very  little  inferior  to  the  White, 
either  in  numbers  or  in  efficiency. 

Yet  Mr.  Lincoln's  initial  Procla- 
mation aforesaid  had  hardly  been 
diffused  throughout  the  Confederacy, 
when  measures  of  deadly  retaliation 
and  vengeance  were  loudly  pressed 
on  every  hand.  That  a  Government 
struggling  against  a  Rebellion  found- 
ed on  Slavery,  should  threaten  to 
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fight  the  consequence  through  the 
cause,  was  esteemed  an  'immeasur- 
able stretch  of  presumption.  The 
following  dispatch  aptly  embodies 
the  preyailing  sentiment:  — 

"  Ghakleston,  S.  0.,  Oct.  18,  1862. 
"  How.  Wm.  p.  Milbs,  Richmond,  Va. : 

"  Has  the  hill  for  the  execution  of  Aboli- 
tion prisoners,  after  January  next,  been 
passed  ?  Do  it ;  and  England  will  be  stirred 
into  action.  It  is  high  time  to  proclaim 
the  black  flag  after  that  period.  Let  the 
execution  be  with  the  garrote. 

(Signed)        "  G.  T.  Bba.xtreoabd." 

Prior  to  the  issue  **  of  President 
Lincoln's  later,  xmconditional  edict  of 
emancipation,  Jefferson  Davis  had, 
in  proclaiming"  the  outlawry  of 
Gen.  Butler  and  his  oflScers,**  decreed 
that  all  slaves  captured  in  arms  be 
turned  over  to  the  Executives  of  their 
several  States,  to  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  that  a  similar 
disposition  be  made  of  their  White 
officers.  So,  in  his  third  Annual 
Message,**  he  dealt,  of  course,  very 
harshly  with  President  Lincoln's  final 
Proclamation  of  Freedom,  then  re- 
cently promulgated,  which  he  stig- 
matized as  a  violation  of  a  solemn 
assurance  embodied  in  the  author's 
Liaugural  Address,  and  in  the  resolve 
of  the  Chicago  Convention  therein 
quoted.**  Mr.  Davis  hailed  the 
proclamation  as  an  admission  that 
the  Union  could  never  be  restored, 
and  as  a  guaranty  that  such  restora- 
tion was  impossible.  Says  the  C<mi- 
federate  chief: 

'*  It  has  established  a  state  of  things  which 
can  lead  to  but  one  of  three  possible  con- 
sequences— the  extermination  of  the. slaves, 
the  exile  of  the  whole  White  population  of 
the  Oonfederacj,  or  absolute  and  total  sepa- 
ration of  these  States  fVom  the  United 
States.  This  proclamation  is  also  an  au- 
thentic statement  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  its  Inabilitj  to  subju- 
gate the  South  by  force  of  arms,  and,  as 
such,  most  be  accepted  by  neutral  nations, 


which  can  no  longer  find  any  justification  in 
withholding  our  just  claims  to  formal  recog- 
nition. It  is  also,  in  effect,  an  intimation 
to  the  people  of  the  North  that  they  must 
prepare  to  submit  to  a  separation,  now  be- 
come inevitable;  for  that  people  are  too 
acute  not  to  understand  that  a  restitution 
of  the  Union  has  been  rendered  forever  im- 
possible by  the  adoption  of  a  measure  which, 
from  its  very  nature,  neither  admits  of  re- 
traction nor  can  oOexbt  with  union." 

But  the  passage  which  more  es- 
pecially concerns  Negro  Soldiership 
is  the  following : 

^^  We  may  well  leave  it  to  the  instincts 
of  that  common  humanity  which  a  bencufi- 
cent  Creator  has  implanted  in  Ihe  breasts 
of  our  fdlow-men  of  all  countries  to  pass 
judgment  on  a  measure  by  which  several 
millions  of  human  beings  of  an  inferior  race 
— peaceftil  and  contented  laborers  in  their 
sphere — ^are  doomed  to  extermination,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  are  encouraged  to  a 
general  assassination  of  their  masters  by  the 
insidious  reconunendation  to  abstain  from 
violence  unless  in  necessary  self-defense. 
Our  own  detestation  of  those  who  have 
attempted  the' most  execrable  measures  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  guilty  man  is  tem- 
pered by  profound  contempt  for  the  impo- 
tent rage  which  it  discloses.  So  far  as 
regards  the  action  of  this  Gk>vemment  on 
such  criminals  as  may  attempt  its  execu- 
tion, I  confine  myself  to  informing  you  that 
I  shaU — ^unless  in  your  wisdom  you  deem 
some  other  course  more  expedient— deliver 
to  the  several  State  authorities  all  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  United  States  that 
may  hereafter  be  captured  by  our  forces  in 
any  of  the  States  embraced  in  the  procla- 
mation, that  they  may  be  dealt  with  in  ac- 
cordance M'ith  the  laws  of  those  States 
providing  for  the  punishment  of  criminals 
engaged  in  exciting  servile  insurrection. 
The  enlisted  soldiers  I  shall  continue  to  treat 
as  unwilling  instruments  in  the  commission 
of  these  crimes,  and  shall  direct  their  dis- 
charge and  return  to  their  homes  on  the 
proper  and  usual  parole.'' 

The  Confederate  Congress  took  up 
the  subject  soon  afterward,  and,  after 
protracted  consideration,  ultimately 
disposed  of  it  by  passing  the  following : 

^^Beiohedj  hy  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America^  In  response  to 
the  message  of  the  President,  transmitted 
to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session.  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
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Congress,  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
enemj  ought  not  to  he  delivered  to  the  aa- 
thorities  of  the  respective  States,  as  sug- 
gested in  the  said  message,  but  all  captives 
taken  bj  the  Confederate  forces  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  and  disposed  of  bj  the  Confede- 
rate Qovemnient. 

**Seo.  2.  That,  in  the  judgment  of  Con- 
gress, the  proclamations  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  dated  respectively  Sep- 
tember 22d,  1862,  and  January  1st,  1868, 
and  the  other  measures  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  of  its  authorities, 
commanders,  and  forces,  designed  or  tending 
to  emancipate  slaves  in  the  Confederate 
States,  or  to  abduct  sucb^slaves,  or  to  incite 
them  to  insurrection,  or  to  employ  negroes 
in  war  against  the  Confederate  States,  or 
to  overthrow  the  institution  of  African 
Slavery,  and  bring  on  a  servile  war  in  these 
States,  would,  if  successful,  produce  atro- 
cious consequences,  and  they  are  inconsist- 
ent with  the  spirit  of  those  usages  which, 
in  modem  warfare,  prevail  among  civilized 
nations;  they  may,  therefore,  be  properly 
and  lawfully  repressed  by  retaliation. 

"Seo.  8.  That  in  every  case  wherein, 
during  the  present  war,  any  violation  of  the 
laws  or  usages  of  war  among  civilized  na- 
tions shall  be,  or  has  been,  done  and  perpe- 
trated by  those  acting  under  the  authority 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  persons  or  property  of  citizens  of  the 
Confederate  States,  or  of  those  under  the 
protection  or  in  the  land  or  naval  service 
of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  any  State 
of  the  Confederacy,  the  President  of  the 
Confederate  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  full  and  ample  retaliation  to  be  made 
for  every  such  violation,  in  such  manner  and 
to  such  extent  as  he  may  think  proper. 

**  Seo.  4.  That  every  White  person,  being 
a  commissioned  officer,  or  acting  as  such, 
who,  during  the  present  war,  shall  com- 
mand negroes  or  mulattoes  in  arms  against 
the  Confederate  States,  or  who  shall  arm, 
train,  organize,  or  prepare  negroes  or  mulat- 
toes for  military  service  against  the  Con- 
federate States,  or  who  shall  voluntarily  aid 
negroes  or  mulattoes  in  any  military  enter- 
prise, attack,  or  conflict,  in  such  service, 
shall  be  deemed  as  inciting  servile  insurrec- 
tion, and  shall,  if  captured,  be  put  to  death, 
or  be  otherwise  punished  at  the  discretion 
of  the  court. 

"  Seo.  5.  Every  person,  being  a  commis- 
sioned officer,  or  acting  as  snch  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  who  shall,  during  the 
present  war,  excite,  attempt  to  excite,  or 
cause  to  be  excited,  a  servile  insurrection, 
or  who  shall  incite,  or  cause  to  be  incited, 
a  slave  to  rebel,  shall,  if  captured,  be  put 


to  death,  or  be  otherwise  pmiiflhed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

**  Seo.  6.  Every  person  charged  with  an 
offense  punishable  under  the  preceding  reso- 
lutions shall,  during  the  present  war,  be 
tried  before  the  military  court  attached  to 
the  army  or  corps  by  the  troops  of  which 
he  shall  have  been  captured,  or  by  such 
other  military  court  as  the  President  maj 
direct,  and  in  such  manner  and  under  such 
regulations  as  the  President  shall  prescribe ; 
and,  after  conviction,  the  Premaent  maj 
commute  the  punishment  in  such  manner 
and  on  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

"  Seo.  7.  All  negroes  and  mulattoes  who 
shall  be  engaged  in  war,  or  be  taken  in  arms 
against  the  Confederate  States,  or  shall 
give  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Confederate  States,  shall,  when  captured 
in  the  Confederate  States,  be  delivered  to 
the  authorities  of  the  State  or  States  in 
which  they  shall  be  captured,  to  be  dealt 
with  according  to  the  present  or  future 
laws  of  such  State  or  States." 

The  connection  between  the  prem- 
ises here  allied  and  the  action  based 
thereon  is  by  no  means  obvious.  For 
more  than  two  years,  negroes  had 
been  extensively  employed  in  bellige- 
rent operations  by  the  Oonfedera<^, 
They  had  been  embodied  and  drilled 
as  Eebel  soldiers,  and  had  paraded 
with"  White  troops  at  a  time  when 
this  wonld  not  have  been  tolerated  in 
the  armies  of  the  Union.  Yet,  in 
the  face  of  these  notorious  facts,  it 
is  here  provided  that  "  every  White 
person,  being  a  conmiissioned  officer, 
or  acting  as  such,  who,  during  the 
present  war,  shall  command  negroes 
or  miclaUoes  [whether  ever  slaves  or 
not]  in  arms  against  the  Confederate 
States,  shall,  ^  captured,  he  jnU  to 
deathj  or  otherwise  punished  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court." 

Sobfie  of  the  leading  and  most 
thorough  Kebel  journals,  on  reflec- 
tion, admitted  that  this  was  unjusti- 
fiable— ^that  the  Confederacy  could 
not  prescribe  the  color  of  citizens  of 
the  Free  States,  never  in  bondage  at 


**  At  New  Orleaos,  see  p.  522. 
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the  South,  whom  our  Government 
might  justifiably  employ  as  soldiers. 
But  the  resolve  nevertheless  stood  for 
years,  if  not  to  the  last,  unrepealed 
and  unmodified,  and  was  the  primary, 
fundamental  impediment  whereby 
the  exchange  of  prisoners  between 
the  belligerents  was  first  interrupted ; 
so  that  tens  of  thousands  languished 
for  weary  months  in  prison-camps, 
where  many  thousands  died  of  expo- 
sure and  starvation,  who  might  else 
have  been  living  to  this  day. 

Secretary  Stanton,  having  learned 
that  three  of  our  Black  soldiers  cap- 
tured with  the  gunboat  Isaac  Smith, 
in  Stono  river,  had  been  placed  in 
close  confinement,  ordered  three  of 
our  prisoners  (South  Carolinhms)  to 
be  treated  likewise,  and  the  fact  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Confederate 
leaders.  The  Richmond  Examiner ^ 
commenting  on  this  relation,  said : 

^*It  is  not  merely  the  pretension  of  a 
reg^olar  Government  affeotmg  to  deal  with 
*  Rebels,'  but  it  is  a  deadly  stab  which  they 
are  aiming  at  oar  institutions  themselves 
— because  they  know  that,  if  we  were  in- 
sane enough  to  yield  this  point,  to  treat 
Black  men  as  the  equals  of  White,  and  in- 
surgent slaves  as  equivalent  to  our  brave 
soldiers,  the  very  foundation  of  Slavery 
would  be  fatally  wounded." 

After  one  of  the  confiicts  before 

Charleston,  an  immediate  exchange 

of  prisoners  was  agreed  on  ;   but, 

when  ours  came  to  be  received,  only 

the  Whites  made  their  appearance* 

A  remonstrance  against  this  breach 

of  faith  was  met  by  a  plea  of  want 


of  power  to  surrender  Blacks  taken 

in  arms,  because  of  the  resolve  just 

quoted  and  orders  based  thereon; 

and  this  was  probably  the  immediate 

impulse  to  the  issue  of  the  following 

General  Order : 

"Executive  Mansioit,      ) 
"Washington,  July  80, 1863.  ( 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government  to 
give  protection  to  its  citizens,  of  whatever 
class,  color,  or  condition,  and  especially  to 
those  who  are  duly  organized  as  soldiers  in 
the  public  service.  The  law  of  nations^  and 
the  usages  and  customs  of  war,  as  carried 
on  by  civilized  powers,  permit  no  distinction 
as  to  color  in  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of 
war  as  public  enemies.  To  sell  or  enslave 
any  captured  person,  on  account  of  his  col- 
or, and  for  no  offense  against  the  laws  of 
war,  is  a  relapse  into  barbarism,  and  a  crime 
against  the  civilization  of  the  age. 

"  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
will  give  the  same  protection  to  alUits  sol- 
diers ;  and  if  the  enemy  shall  sell  or  enslave 
any  one  because  of  his  color,  the  offense 
shall  be  punished  by  retaliation  upon  the 
enemy^s  prisoners  in  our  possession. 

"  It  is  therefore  ordered  that,  for  every 
soldier  of  the  United  States  killed  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  war,  a  Rebel  soldier  shall 
be  executed ;  and  for  every  one  enslaved  by 
the  enemy  or  sold  into  Slavery,  a  Rebel  sol- 
dier shall  be  placed  at  hard  labor  on  public 
works,  and  continued  at  such  labor  until 
the  other  shall  be  released  and  receive  the 
treatment  due  to  a  prisoner  of  war. 

"Abraham  LraooLN. 
"  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 

"  K  D.  TowNSEND,  Assist  Adj't.-Gen." 

It  must  not  be  presumed  that,  be- 
cause either  belligerent  had  decided 
to  make  all  possible  use  of  Blacks  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  "War,  the  op- 
position to  this  policy  in  Congress  or 
in  the  Democratic  journals  and  pop- 
ular harangues  was  foregone.  Far 
otherwise.** 


**  In  discnssliig  the  first  bill  that  came  before 
the  Senate  involving  directly  the  policy  of.  arm- 
ing negroes  to  fight  for  the  Union,  Mr.  Preston 
Kmg — ^who  very  rarely  spoke,  and  never  with 
bitterness — said: 

"  I  have  done  talking  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
•void  giving  offense  to  our  enemies  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  think  it  was  the  captain  of  the  watch 
here  at  the  Capitol  who  came  and  consulted  me 
about  getting  permission  to  omit,  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  Senate,  to  hoist  the  flag  on  the  top 


of  the  Capitol ;  and,  when  he  was  asked  what  he 
wanted  to  omit  that  for,  he  said  he  feared  it 
might  be  supposed  that  he  desired  to  save  labor 
and  trouble,  but  he  really  suggested  it  because 
it  hurt  these  people  about  here  to  look  at  it — ^to 
see  the  flag  on  the  top  of  the  Capitol  I  had  not 
done  much ;  but  I  wrote  a  letter  very  promptly 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  stating  the  fact, 
and  saying  that  I  did  not  care  whom  he  appoint- 
ed, but  I  wanted  that  man  removed.  He  vxu 
removed;  and,  within  ten  days,  was  with  the 
enemy  at  Manassas.*' 
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The  Army  Appropriation  bill  be- 
ing before  the  Senate,  Mr.  Garrett 
Davis,  of  Kjr.,  moved  "  to  add : 

"  Provided^  That  no  part  of  the  sums  ap- 
propriated by  this  act  shall  be  disbareed  for 
the  pay,  snbsistence,  or  any  other  sappliesi 
of  any  negro,  free  or  slave,  in  the  armed 
military  service  of  the  United  States." 

Which  was  rejected:    Yeas    8; 

Nays  28 : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Oarlile,  G.  Davis,  Ken- 
nedy, Latham,  Nesmith,  Powell,  Tnrpie, 
and  Wall  (all  Democrats). 

At  the  next  session — ^the  Deficien- 
cy bill  being  before  the  House — ^Mr. 
Harding,  of  Ky.,  moved  "  to  insert — 

"  Providedy  That  no  part  of  the  moneys 
aforesaid  shall  be  applied  to  the  raising, 
arminff,  equipping,  or  paying  of  negro  sol- 
diers." 

Which  was  likewise  beaten :  Yeas 
41 J  Nays  106— the  Teas  (all  Demo- 
crats) being 

Messrs.  Ancona,  Bliss,  James  S.  Brown, 
Ooffroth,  Cox,  Dawson,  Dennison,  £Men, 
Edgerton,  Eldridge,  Finck,  Grider,  Hall, 
Harding,  Harrington,  Benjamin  G.  Harris, 
Charles  M.  Harris,  Philip  Johnson,  William 
Johnson,  King,  Knapp,  Law,  Long,  Marcy, 
McEinney,  William  H.  Miller,  James  B. 
Morris,  Morrison,  Noble,  John  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, Samnel  J.  Bandall,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Scott,  Stiles,  Stronse,  Stnart,  Chilton  A. 
White,  Joseph  W.  White,  Yeaman. 

No  other  War  measure  was  so 
•  strenuously,  unitedly,  persistently, 
vehemently  resisted  by  the  Opposi- 
tion, whether  Democratic  or  Border- 
State  Unionists,  as  was  the  proposal 
to  arm  Blacks  to  uphold  the  Na- 
tional cause.  Said  Mr.  S.  S.  Cox,  of 
Ohio: 

"I  believe  the  object  of  gentlemen,  in 
forcing  this  bill  here,  is  to  bring  abont— or, 
rather,  to  make  final  and  forever — a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union.  ♦  *  ♦  Every  man  along 
the  border  [Ohio]  will  tell  you  that  the  Union 
is  for  ever  rendered  hopeless  if  yon  pursue 
this  policy  of  taking  the  slaves  from  the  mas- 
ters and  arming  them  in  this  civil  strife." 

The  regular,  authorized,  avowed 

employment  of  Blacks  in  the  Union 


armies — ^not  as  menials,  but  as  sol- 
diers— ^may  be  said  to  have  begun 
with  the  year  1863 — that  is,  with  the 
issue  of  the  President's  absolute  Pro- 
clamation of  FreedouL  3Cr.  Stan- 
ton's first  order  to  raise  in  the  loyal 
States  three  years'  men,  with  express 
permission  **to  include  persons  of 
African  descent,''  was  that  issued  to 
Gov.  Andrew,  Jan,  20th  of  this  year ; 
which  was  promptly  and  heartily  re- 
sponded to.  In  March,  Gen.  Lorenzo 
Thomas,  Adjutant-General  of  our 
Army,  was  dispatched  from  Wash- 
ington to  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
there  to  initiate  and  supervise  the 
recruiting  and  officering  of  Black  re- 
giments— a  duty  which  he  discharged 
with  eminent  zeal  and  efficiency  ; 
visiting  and  laboring  at  Memphis, 
Helena,  and  other  points,  where 
Blacks  were  congr^ated,  addressing 
them  in  exposition  of  the  Emancipa- 
tion policy,  and  urging  them  to  re- 
spond to  it  by  rallying  to  the  flag  of 
their  country.  To  our  officers  and 
soldiers,  in  a  speech  at  Lake  Provi- 
dence, La.,**  he  forcibly  said : 

"  Yon  know  fbll  well — for  yon  have  been 
over  this  conntry — ^that  the  Rebels  have 
sent  into  the  field  all  their  avidlable  fighting - 
men— every  man  capable  of  beairing  arms : 
and  yon  know  they  have  kept  at  home  all 
their  slaves  for  the  raising  of  subsistence  for 
their  armies  in  the  field.  In  this  way,  they 
can  bring  to  bear  against  ns  all  the  strength 
of  their  so-called  Confederate  States ;  while 
we  at  the  North  can  only  send  a  portion  of 
our  fighting  force,  being  compeUed  to  leave 
behind  another  portion  to  cultivate  our 
fields  and  snpply  the  wants  of  an  immense 
army.  The  Administration  has  determined 
to  take  from  the  Rebels  this  source  of  snpply 
— to  take  their  negroes  and  compel  them  to 
send  back  a  portion  of  their  Whites  to  col* 
tlvate  their  deserted  plantations— and  very 
poor  persons  they  would  be  to  fill  the  place 
of  the  dark-hued  laborer.  They  most  do 
this,  or  their  armies  will  starve.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

*^  All  of  yon  will  some  day  be  on  picket- 
duty  ;  and  I  charge  yon  all,  if  any  of  this 


*^  Jan.  28, 1863. 


••Dea21,  1868. 
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nnfortnnate  race  come  within  your  lines, 
that  you  do  not  turn  them  away,  bat  re- 
ceive them  kindly  and  oordiaUy.  They  are 
to'  be  encoaraged  to  come  to  na;  they  are 
to  be  received  with  open  arms;  they  are  to 
he  fed  and  clothed ;  they  are  to  be  armed.'' 

There  was  still  much  prejudice 
against  Kegro  Soldiers  among  our 
rank  and  file,  as  well  as  among  their 
superiors ;  those  from  New  England 
possibly  and  partially  excepted :  but 
the  Adjutant-General  was  armed 
with  a  potent  specific  for  its  cure. 
The  twenty  regiments  of  Blacks 
which  he  was  intent  on  raising  he 
had  authority  to  oflScer  on  the  spot 
from  the  White  veterans  at  hand; 
and  this  fact — at  least,  until  the  com- 
missions should  be  awarded— operated 
as  a  powerful  antidote  to  anti-negro 
prejudice.  There  were  few,  if  any, 
instances  of  a  White  sergeant  or  cor- 
poral whose  dignity  or  whose  nose 
rerolted  at  the  proximity  of  Blacks  as 
private  soldiers,  if  he'  might  secure 
a  lieutenancy  by  deeming  them  not 
unsavory,  or  not  quite  intolerably  so ; 
while  there  is  no  case  on  record 
where  a  soldier  deemed  fit  for  a  cap- 
taincy in  a  colored  regiment  rejected 
it  and  clung  to  the  ranks,  in  deference 
to  his  invincible  antipathy  to  "  nig- 
gers." And,  though  Gen.  Banks,  in 
his  order  ••  directing  the  recruitment 
of  a  ^  Corps  d' Afrique '  in  his  depart- 
ment, saw  fit  to  say  that 

**  The  prejadices  or  opinions  of  men  are 
in  no  wise  involved  ;^'  and  *^  it  is  not  estab- 
lished upon  any  dogma  of  equality,  or  other 
theory,  but  as  a  practical  and  sensible  mat- 
ter of  business.  The  Qovemment  makes 
use  of  mules,  horses,  uneducated  and  edu- 
cated White  men,  in  the  defense  of  its  insti- 
tutions. Why  should  not  tlie  negro  con- 
tribute whatever  is  in  his  power  for  the 
cause  in  which  he  is  as  deeply  interested 
as  other  men  ?  We  may  properly  demand 
from  him  whatever  service  he  can  ren- 
der," Ac.,  Ac — 

yet  there  were  few  who  did  not  see. 


and  not  many  who  refused  to  admit, 
that  a  systematic  arming  of  the 
Blacks  in  defense  of  the  Union  im- 
posed obligations  and  involved  con- 
sequences incompatible  not  merely 
with  the  perpetuation  of  Slavery ,  but 
with  that  of  Caste  as  well.  Hence, 
the  proclaimed  repugnance  in  Con- 
gress, in  the  Press,  and  among  the 
People,  to  arming  the  Blacks,  was 
quite  as  acrid,  pertinacious,  and  de- 
nunciatory, as  thatwhich  had  been  ex- 
cited by  the  policy  of  Emancipation. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  ugly  epithets,  the 
work  went  on.  Presently,  a  distinct 
Bureau  was  established,"  in  the  Ad- 
jutant-General's office  at  Washing- 
ton, "  for  the  record  of  all  matters 
relating  to  the  organization  of  colored 
troops;"  and  a  Board,  whereof  Gen. 
Silas  Casey  was  President,  organized 
for  the  strict  examination  of  all  can- 
didates for  commissions  in  Black 
regiments ;  by  whose  labors  and  in- 
vestigations a  higher  state  of  average 
character  and  efficiency  was  secured 
in  the  officering  of  these  than  had 
been  attained  in  the  (too  often  hasty 
and  hap-hazard)  organization  of  our 
White  regiments.  In  August,  the 
Adjutant-General  again  visited  the 
Great  Valley  on  this  business ;  and 
he  now  issued  from  Vicksburg  **  an 
order  which  was  practically  a  con- 
scription of  all  able-bodied  male 
Blacks  who  should  seek  protection 
within  the  Union  lines,  and  should 
not  be  otherwise  employed,  into  the 
National  service.  Next  appeared  *• 
an  order  from  the  War  Department, 
establishing  recruiting  stations  for 
Black  soldiers  in  Maryland,  Missouri, 
and  Tennessee,  and  directing  the  en- 
listment as  volunteers  of  "  ail  able- 
bodied  ft-ee  negroes ;"  also  the  "  slaves 


'  May  1. 


'Mtij%2. 


•Aug.  18. 


••Oct  3. 
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of  disloyal  persons  [absolutely],  and 
slaves  of  loyal  persons  with  the  con- 
sent of  their  owners,"  who  were  to 
be  paid  $300  for  each  slave  so  en- 
listed, upon  making  proof  of  owner- 
ship and  filing  a  deed  of  manumis- 
sion. Thus  the  good  work  went  on ; 
until,  in  December,  '63,  the  Bureau 
aforesaid  reported  that  over  60,000 
had  been  enlisted  and  were  then  in 
actual  service ;  and  this  number  had 
been  trebled  before  the  close  of  the 
following  year.  And,  though  some 
of  our  Generals  regarded  them  with 
disfavor,  while  others  were  loud  in 
their  praise,  it  is  no  longer  fairly 
disputable  that  they  played  a  very 
important  and  useful  part  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  Eebellion.  Though 
they  were  hardly  allowed  to  partici- 
pate in  any  of  the  great  battles 
whereby  the  issue  was  determined, 
they  bore  an  honorable  part  in  many 
minor  actions  «nd  sieges,  especially 
those  of  1864-5.  In  docility,  in  un- 
questioning obedience  to  superiors, 


in  local  knowledge,  in  capacity  to 
endure  fatigue,  in  ability  to  brave 
exposure  and  resist  climatic  or  mi- 
asmatic perils,  they  were  equal  if 
not  superior  to  the  average  of  our 
White  troops ;  in  intelligence  and 
tenacity,  they  were  inferior ;  and  no 
wise  Gleneral  would  have  counted  a 
corps  of  them  equal,  man  for  man, 
in  a  great,  protracted  battle,  tg  a  like 
number  of  our  Whites.  Tet  there 
were  Black  regiments  above  the  avor- 
age  of  Whites  in  merit;  and  their 
fighting  at  Fort  Wagner,  Port  Hud- 
son, Helena,  Mobile,  and  some  other 
points,  was  noticed  by  their  com- 
manders with  well  deserved  com- 
mendation. To  exalt  them  to  the 
disparagement  of  our  White  soldiers 
would  be  as  unwise  as  tmjust;  but 
those  Whites  who  fought  most  brave- 
ly by  their  side  will  be  the  last  to  de- 
tract firom  thQ  gratitude  wherewith 
the  Republic  fitly  honors  all  her  sonfl 
who  freely  offered  their  lives  for  the 
salvation  of  their  country. 


XXIII. 
THE  WAR  ALONG  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST  IN  1861 


The  XXXVnith  Congress  hav- 
ing  assembled,'  and  the  House  been 
organized  by  the  friends  of  the  Ad- 
ministration and  the  War — Schuyler 
Colfax,  of  Indiana,  Speaker,"  and 
Edward  McPherson,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Clerk — ^President  Lincoln  trans- 
mitted next  day  his  Annual  Message, 
to  which  he  appended  a  Proclama- 
tion of  Anmesty,  which  he  therewith 
issued,  offering  a  free  pardon,  on  con- 
dition of  taking  an  oath  to  support 


the  Federal  Constitution  and  Union, 

and  also 

"abide  by  and  faithfallj  support  all  acts  of 
Congress  passed  during  the  existing  Rebel- 
lion having  reference  to  slaves,  so  long  and 
so  far  as  not  modified  by  decision  of  tbe 
Sapreme  Court." 

Exceptions  to  this  proffer  of  am- 
nesty were  made  in  case  of  all  who 
had  thrown  up  seats  in  Congress, 
Federal  judgeships,  or  commissions 
in  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  to  embark  in  the 


'  Dec.  7,  1863. 


•Vote:  Col&x,  101;  aU  others,  81. 
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Bebellion;  all  dvil  or  diplomatic 
officers  or  agents  of  the  Bebel  Gov- 
ernment ;  all  officers  in  the  Confede- 
rate army,  abeve  the  rank  of  Colonel ; 
and  of  all  who  had  been  engaged  in 
treating  onr  colored  soldiers  or  their 
officers  "  otherwise  than  lawftilly  as 
prisoners  of  war.'*  This  proflFer  was 
accepted  by  very  few,  and  seemed  to 
be  r^arded  with  even  more  con- 
tempt than  indignation  by  the  Eebel 
oracles.  Where  all  who  are  promi- 
nently, responsibly  engaged  in  a  re- 
bellion are  excepted  from  a  proffer 
of  amnesty,  those  not  thns  exempted 
are  apt  to  resent  the  discrimination 
as  implying  an  inadequate  apprecia- 
tion of  their  consequence. 


Operations  against  Charleston  hav- 
ing been  but  languidly  prosecuted 
since  the  complete  conquest  of  Mor- 
ris island,  the  failure  of  Dahlgren's 
boat  attack  on  Sumter,  and  his  refu- 
sal to  attempt  to  pass  its  ruins  with 
his  iron-clads  and  fight  his  way  up 
to  the  city.  Gen.  Gillmore  decided 
to  employ  a  part  of  his  force  in  a 
'fresh  expedition  to  Florida.  The 
President,  apprised  of  thiif  design, 
commissioned  John  Hay,  one  of  his 
private  secretaries,  as  major,  and 
Bent  •  him  down  to  Hilton  Head  to 
accompany  the  proposed  expedition, 
under  expectations,  founded  on  the 
assurances  of  refrigees,  that  Florida 
was  ripe  for  amnesty  and  restoration 
to  the  Union. 

Gillmore's  force,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Gen.  Truman  Sey- 
mour, embarked  *  on  20  steamers  and 
8  schooners,  and  was  off  the  northern 
mouth  of  the  St.  John's  next  fore- 
noon ;  occupying  Jacksonville  unre- 
riated  at  6  p.  m.    The  few  Eebel  sol- 


diers fired  and  ran  as  our  troops 
debarked,  to  find  the  place  iib  ruins, 
and  very  few  residents  remaining. 
A  railroad  train  from  Tallahassee 
had  arrived  and  departed  that  day ; 
but  the  rails  were  to  have  been  taken 
up  that  week  for  use  elsewhere. 

At  8  p.  M.  next  day,*  our  troops 
moved  westward  parallel  with  the 
railroad — Col.  Guy  V.  Henry,  with 
the  cavalry,  leading :  the  intent  being 
to  surprise  the  Rebel  Gen.  Finn^an 
at  Camp  Finnegan,  8  miles  wesL^ 
The  advance  was  skillfully  and  brave- 
ly made ;  but  only  150  men  were  at 
the  camp — Finnegan,  with  the  resi* 
due,  having  hurriedly  fallen  back^ 
Henry  evaded  a  Eebel  cavalry  force 
covering  the  front,  and  dashed  into 
the  camp  xmannoxmced;  captving 
4  guns,  with  a  large  amount  of  eamp 
equipage  and  conunissary  stores,  and 
a  few  prisoners — ^but  not  till  the  tele- 
graph had  had  time  to  give  the  alarm 
to  Baldwin,  beyond.  Henry  pushed 
on  at  4  A.  M.,  and  was  in  Baldwin  at 
7 ;  capturing  another  gun,  three  cars, 
and  $500,000  worth  of  provisions 
and  munitions.  He  had  a  skirmish 
at  the  south  fork  of  St.  Mary's,  5 
miles  farther  on,  and  drove  the  ene- 
my, but  lost  17  men.  At  6  p.  m.,  he 
was  in  Sanderson,  40  miles  firom 
Jacksonville ;  where  he  captured  and 
destroyed  much  property;  pushing 
on,  at  2  A.  M.,  very  nearly  to  Lake 
City,  almost  half  way  from  the  coast 
to  Tallahassee ;  but  here,  at  11  A.  ic, 
he  found  Finnegan  in  position,  very 
stubborn,  and  too  strong  to  be  moved : 
so  he  fell  back  5  miles,  bivouacked 
in  a  drenching  rain,  and  telegraphed 
to  Seymour,  now  at  Sanderson  with 
part  of  his  infantry,  for  orders  and 
food.    It  was  reported  that  Finne- 
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gan,  though  he  had  3,000  men,  fell 
back  from  Lake  City  that  night. 
Whether  he  did  so  or  not,  the  belief 
that  he  did  probably  misled  Seymour 
into  his  great  blunder  thereafter. 

Gillmore  had  followed  his  lieuten- 
ant down  to  Jacksonville  and  out  so 
far  as  Baldwin;*  returning  directly 
to  Jacksonville,  and  thence  ^  to  Hil- 
ton Head  ;  without  a  shadow  of  sus- 
picion that  Seymour  contemplated, 
or  (without  orders)  would  attempt,  a 
farther  advance.  In  fact,  he  had 
telegraphed  to  Gillmore  from  San- 
derson on  the  12th  that 

"  I  last  night  ordered  OoL  Henry  to  fall 
back  to  this  point.  I  am  destroying  all 
pnblic  property  here,  and  shall  go  back  to 
the  sontli  fork  of  St.  Mary's  as  soon  as 
Henry  retorus.  I  hope  he  will  be  in  this 
morning.*' 

Gillmore  at  once  responded : 

'*  I  want  your  command  at  and  beyond 
Baldwin  concentrated  at  Baldwin  without 
delay." 

Seymour  replied,  insisting  that 

"To  leave  the  south  fork  of  the  St.  Mary's 
will  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  advance 
again ;" 

but  intimated  no  purpose  to  make 
such  advance  without  orders.  Gill- 
more thereupon  returned  to  Hilton 
Head;  and  was  very  soon  thunder- 
struck by  receiving*  a  letter  from 
Seymour,  saying  that  he  had  been 
compelled  to  remain  where  his  men 
could  be  fed  ;  but  adding 

**  Not  enough  supplies  could  be  accumu- 
lated to  permit  me  to  execute  my  intention 
of  moving  to  the  Suwanee  riwer.  But  I 
now  propose  to  go  tDith(nit  supplies;" 

and  asking  that  an  iron-clad  demon- 
stration be  made  up  the  Savannah, 
to  prevent  the  dispatch  of  Eebel 
forces  from  Georgia  to  Finn^an ! 

Gillmore  at  once  wrote  him  a 
strong  remonstrance  against  the  mad- 


ness of  his  project — ^which  was,  in 
effect,  to  pit  his  (at  most)  6,000  dis- 
posable men  against  whatever  force 
the  Eebels,  with  all  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama to  draw  from,  and  railroads  at 
command,  might  see  fit  to  concen- 
trate upon  him.  Gen.  Turner  was 
sent  post-haste  with  this  letter;  but 
it  was  too  late.  When  he  reached 
Jacksonville,  he  met  there  tidings 
that  Seymour  was  already  fighting 
at  Olustee. 

Seymour  had  left  Barber's  (the 
south  fork  aforesaid)  that  morning,' 
with  a  few  short  of  5,000  men ;  ad- 
vancing westward  along  the  high- 
way which  runs  generally  parallel 
with  the  railroad,  frequently  crossing 
it,  till  about  2  p.  m.,  when  the  head 
of  his  column  ran  square  into  the 
dead-fall  which  Finnegan  had  set  for 
him.  Our  men  were  faint  with  hun- 
ger and  a  hard  march  of  16  miles 
over  miry  or  sandy  ground,  xmtil, 
two  or  three  miles  east  of  Olustee 
station,  our  van  reached  a  point 
where  the  railroad  is  carried  straight 
through  a  long  cypress  swamp,  while 
the  wagon-road  makes  a  square  tam 
to  the  right,  crossing  the  ndlroad,  in 
order  to  avoid  and  flank  the  swamp. 
Here  Finn^an  had  disposed  his  men, 
under  cover  of  the  swamp  and  adja- 
cent pine  forest,  with  his  flanks  th<»^ 
ougUy  protected  by  the  former  and 
by  a  lakelet  known  as  Ocean  Pond; 
while  our  men,  rushing  heedlessly, 
headlong  on,  were  at  close  quarters 
before  they  suspected  that  they  were 
to  be  seriously  resisted. 

Our  strength  lay  in  artilleiy, 
whereof  we  had  16  pieces  to  4 — Fin- 
n^an  having  lost  most  of  his  in  hifl 
hasty  retreat  from  Camp  Finnegan— 
but  our  guns  were  rushed  up  to  dw 
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very  edge  of  the  woocU  which  con- 
cealed and  sheltered  the  foe,  so  that 
their  sharp-shooters  picked  off  the 
artillerists  and  shot  down  the  horses 
as  though  enjoying  a  sportsman's  bat- 
tue ;  while  our  infantry,  half  formed, 
and  not  well  armed,  were  pushed  into 
the  slaughter-pen  with  equal  stupid- 
ity. Had  our  line  been  formed  half 
a  mile  back  from  the  enemy's,  and 
there  simply  held  while  our  gunners 
shelled  the  woods,  we  might  not  have 
achieved  a  brilliant  success,  but  we 
could  not  have  been  beaten ;  but 
Hamilton's  battery  went  into  action, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  barely 
150  yards  from  the  Rebel  fix)nt,  and 
in  20  minutes  had  lost  40  out  of  50 
horses  and  45  out  of  82  men — ^when 
what  was  left  of  it  recoiled ;  leaving 
2  of  its  4  guns  where  its  life-blood 
had  been  blunderingly  squandered. 
And  this  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
generalship  displayed  on  our  side 
throughout. 

Col.  Henry's  cavahy  (40th  Mass.), 
with  Maj.  Stevens's  battalion,  and 
the  7th  Conn,  (infantry).  Col.  J.  R. 
Hawley,  were  in  the  advance,  and 
drew  the  first  fire  of  the  mainly  con- 
cealed enemy.  Hawley,  finding  his 
regiment  faUing  under  a  concentric 
fire,  ordered  up  the  7th  New  Hamp- 
shire, CoL  Abbott,  to  its  support; 
Hamilton's,  Elder's,  and  Langdon's 
batteries  also  coming  into  action. 
The  7th  N.  H.  was  a  tried  and  trusty 
r^ment ;  but  it  had  been  lately  de- 
prived of  its  beloved  Spencer  repeat- 
ing rifles,  and  armed  instead  with 
Springfield  muskets  which  it  pro- 
nounced in  bad  order  and  unfit  for 
service ;  so  it  was  not  in  good  condi- 
tion for  maintaining  a  position  in 
which  it  was  rapidly  losing  at  least 


ten  men  for  every  one  of  the  enemy 
it  had  even  a  chance  to  hit.  It  was 
soon  demoralized ;  when  Hawley  or- 
dered up  the  8th  TT.  S.  colored.  Col. 
Chas.  "W".  Fribley — ^a  regiment  never 
before  under  fire.  It  held  its  posi- 
tion in  front  for  an  hour  and  a  half, 
losing  350  killed  or  wounded  (its 
Colonel  mortally);  when  CoL  Bar- 
ton led  his  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
48th  (his  own),  49th,  and  115th  New 
York,  hitherto  on  the  right,  into  the 
hottest  forefront  of  the  battle.  CoL 
Sammons,  of  the  115th,  was  among 
the  first  of  his  regiment  disabled ;  7 
of  its  captains  or  lieutenants  were 
killed  or  wounded ;  one  of  its  com- 
panies lost  32  out  of  59  men.  The 
47th  had  its  CoL  (Moore)  wounded, 
and  6  captains  or  lieutenants  killed 
or  disabled. 

Our  left  column,  CoL  Montgomery, 
came  last  into  the  fight,  just  in  time 
to  stop  a  Rebel  charge.  The  54th 
Mass.  went  in  first,  followed  by  the 
1st  N.  C.  (both  Black).  They  were 
of  course  overpowered ;  but  tie  lat- 
ter left  its  CoL,  Lt.-CoL,  Major,  and 
Adjutant,  dead  on  the  field.  It  was 
admitted  that  these  two  regiments 
had  saved  our  little  army  from  be- 
ing routed  For  Seymour — who 
had  fought  with  reckless  gallantry 
throughout,  rushing  from  point  to 
point,  wherever  Eebel  bullets  flew 
thickest — ^profited  by  their  chai^  to 
reestablish  what  remained  of  his  bat- 
teries farther  to  the  rear ;  and  now, 
giving  four  parting  volleys  of  grape 
and  canister,  he  ordered  a  retreat ; 
which  was  covered  by  the  7th  Con- 
necticut, and  executed  deliberately, 
and  without  effective  pursuit."  We 
brought  off  1,000  of  our  wounded, 
and  probably  left  250  more,  beside 
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quite  as  many,  dead  or  dying,  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Bebels  and  the  ynl- 
tnres."  The  enemy  admitted  a  loss 
of  but  80  killed  and  650  wounded. 
Seymour  retreated  nearly  or  quite  to 
Jacksonville,  burning  provisions,  &c., 
worth  at  least  $1,000,000.  And  that 
virtually  ended  all  hope  of  the  re- 
covery of  Florida  to  the  Union  before 
the  entire  colliq)se  of  the  Bebellion. 
Few  disasters  were  encountered 
during  the  "War  so  utterly  inexcusa- 
ble. It  was  Braddock's  defeat  re- 
peated, after  the  lapse  of  a  century. 
Our  soldiers  fought  as  well  as  ever 
men  ought  to  %ht ;  they  were  abun- 
dantly able  to  have  routed  the  ene- 
my ;  they  were  simply  sacrificed  by 
a  leader  brave  to  rashness,  and  pos- 
sessing every  soldierly  quality  but  the 
ability  to  plan  and  direct  the  move- 
ments of  an  independent  force.  Left 
to  himself^  he  was  fit  only  to  afibrd 
fresh  verification  of  the  old  axiom, 
that,  against  stupidity,  even  the  gods 
are  impotent.  And  now,  President 
Lincoln — ^who  had  never  dreamed  of 
such  a  folly — was  assailed  and  held 
up  to  execration  as  having  fooled 
away  2,000  men  in  a  sordid  attempt 
to  manufJEU^ture  for  himself  three  ad- 
ditional votes  in  the  approaching 
Presidential  election. 


During  this  "Winter,  extensive  salt- 
works in  West  Bay,  near  St.  An- 
drew's sound,  belonging  to  the  Con- 
federate Gbvemment,  and  making 
400  bushels  per  day,  were  destroyed 
by  order  of  Rear- Admiral  Bailey, 
with  certain  private  salt-works  in 
that  vicinity;  also,  salt-works  on 
Lake  Ocola :  Uie  whole  being  valued 
at  $3,000,000. 


"  Pollard  sajs  we  left  350  dead  on  the  field, 
and  that  thay  took  500  prigonera — ^duding 


Kext  Summer,"  Gen.  Bimey,  un- 
der orders  from  Oen.  Foster,  moved 
out  from  Jacksonville  to  OaUahan 
station,  on  the  Femandina  railroad, 
burning  bridges,  two  cars,  &c ;  and 
a  number  of  petty  raids  were  made 
from  Jacksonville  to  WhitesviUe,  and 
to  the  south  fork  of  the  St  Mary's; 
while,  ultimately,  Baldwin  and  Camp 
Milton  were  occupied  for  a  season  by 
detachments  of  our  forces ;  and  seve- 
ral skirmishes  took  place,  but  with 
no  decided  advantage  to  either  party. 
A  meeting  at  Jacksonville,  May  30th, 
had  assumed  the  style  and  title  of  a 
State  Convention  of  the  Unionists  of 
Florida,  and  deputed  six  delegates 
to  represent  her  in  the  Union  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Baltimore — 
which  some  of  them  did,  to  their 
own  xmdoubted  satisfaction.  But, 
to  all  practical  intents,  the  battle 
of  Olustee  was  the  first  and  last 
event  of  consequence  that  happened 
in  Florida  during  the  year  1864,  and 
thence  to  the  close  of  the  war. 


In  South  Carolina,  while  the  long- 
range  firing  at  Charleston  from  Mo^ 
ris  island  and  the  surrounding  forts 
was  lazily  and  irr^ularly  kept  up 
through  most  of  the  year,  eliciting 
fitful  responses  fi^m  Bebel  forts  and 
batteries,  there  was  no  movement  of 
importance ;  save  that,  in  July,  f(Hir 
brigades  (Bimey's,  Saxton's,  Hatch's, 
and  Schinmielfennig's)  were  quiedy 
assembled  from  the  sea  islands  held 
by  us  and  from  Florida,  pushed"  over 
to  Seabrook  island,  and  thence,  at- 
tended by  two  gunboats  on  the  North 
Edisto,  to  John's  island,  and  so  to  a 
place  called  Deckerville,"  two  miles 
west  of  Legar^ville.     The  weather 
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-waB  inteDselj  hot;  the  dusty  roads 
lined  by  thidc  brush,  which  excluded 
air,  yet  afforded  little  or  no  shade ; 
80  that  marches  of  barely  5  or  6  mileB 
per  day  were  accomplished  with  great 
fatigue  and  peril.  Our  men  had  no 
cannon.  A  Rebel  battery,  well  sup- 
ported, was  found  in  position  three 
miles  north-west  of  L^ar^ville; 
which  the  26th  U.  S.  Colored  was 
iinaUy  sent'*  forward  to  take,  and 
made  five  spirited  charges  upon,  los- 
ing 97  killed  and  wounded.  But  they 
were  600  without  cannon,  against  an 
equal  force  strongly  posted,  with  4 
guns;  so  they  were  worsted,  and 
their  CoL  (Silliman)  falling  from  sun- 
stroke, they  were  called  off;  and  the 
expedition  returned,'*  after  parading 
about  the  islands  for  another  week. 
What  it  meant,  if  it  meant  any  thing, 
or  why  force  enough  was  not  sent  up 
to  take  tKe  Rebel  battery,  if  that  was 
deemed  desirable,  remains  among  the 
mysteries  of  strategy.  The  foolish, 
wasteful  fight  was  called  by  our  m^i 
*  The  Battle  of  Bloody  Bridge.' 


In  North  Carolina^— our  forces  here 
having  been  slender  since  Foster's 
12,000  veterans  were  made  over  to 
the  South  Carolina  department  in 
1863 — ^the  initiative  was  taken  this 
year  by  Gen.  Pickett,  commanding 
the  Rebel  department,  who  suddenly 
struck"  our  outpost  at  Bachelor's 
creek,  8  miles  above  Newborn,  held 
by  the  132d  New  York,  carrying  it 
by  assault,  and  m^ng  100  prisoners. 
FoHowing  up  his  success,  he  threat- 
ened Newbem;  and  a  force  under 
Capt.  "Wood  actually  carried,  by 
boarding  from  boats,  the  fine  gun- 
boat Underwriter,  lying  close  to  the 
wharf,  and  under  the  fire  t)f  three 


batteries  scarcely  100  yards  distant 
Those  batteries  opening  upon  her, 
while  she  had  no  steam  up,  the  cap- 
tors could  do  no  better  than  fire  and 
destroy  her.  Pickett  now  drew  oflE^ 
without  trying  his  strength  agwist 
the  defenses  of  Newbem ;  claiming 
to  have  killed  and  wounded  100  of 
our  men,  captured  280,  with  two 
guns,  300  small  arms,  &c.,  and  de- 
stroyed a  gunboat  of  800  horse-power, 
mounting  4  heavy  guns — all  at  a  cost 
of  35  killed  and  wounded. 

The  next  blow  was  struck  at 
Plymouth,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Roanoke,  which  was  held  for  the 
Union  by  Gten.  Wessells,  with  the 
85th  New  York,  101st  and  103d 
Penn.,  16th  Conn.,  and  6  companies 
from  other  regiments — ^in  all  2,400 
men.  It  was  a  fairly  fortified  posi- 
tion ;  while  the  gunboats  Southfield, 
Miami,  and  Bombshell,  were  anchor^ 
ed  in  tiie  river  opposite.  Gen.  R.  F. 
Hoke,  with  three  infantry  brigades^ 
a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  7  batte- 
ries— ^in  all,  at  least  7,000  men — ad- 
vanced against  it  so  stealthily  that 
he  was  within  two  miles"  before 
Wessells  was  apprised  of  his  dangar. 
The  mailed  ram  Albemarle,  coming 
down  the  Roanoke,  took  paoi;  in  the 
attack. 

Fort  Warren,  our  up-river  outpost, 
was  first  assailed;  and  our  gunboat 
Bombshell,  going  to  its  assistance^ 
was  disabled  by  the  fire  of  the  Rebel 
artillery.  While  the  %ht  here  was 
still  in  progress,  Hoke  opened  on 
Fort  Wessells,  a  mile  farther  down, 
which  was  repeatedly  charged  in  im- 
mense force ;  but  every  assault  was 
repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  At 
length,  however,  this  fort  was  so  com- 
pletely and   closely  surrounded  by 
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the  enemy's  infantry,  with  their  guns 
bat  200  yards  distant,  that  it  was 
forced  to  surrender. 

Hoke  vigorously  pressed  the  si^a 
Soon,  the  Albemarle,  Capt.  Cooke, 
ran  down  by  Fort  Warren  and  en- 
gaged our  two  remaining  gunboats, 
of  8  guns  each,  striking  the  South- 
field,  Lt.  French,  so  heavily  as  to 
sink  her ;  then,  turning  on  the  Mi- 
ami, killed  Lt.-Oom'r  Flusser,  and  dis- 
abled many  of  her  crew ;  when  she 
fled  down  ike  river.  The  Albemarle 
then  shelled  the  town  with  her  rifled 
32s,  doing  considerable  execution. 

Next  morning,"  Hoke  pushed  for- 
ward all  his  batteries,  and  opened  on 
the  town  and  our  remaining  forts  at 
1,100  yards:  Ransom,  with  one  brig- 
ade, assaulting  on  the  right,  and 
Hoke,  with  two,  going  in  on  the  left. 
By  a  desperate  effort,  in  the  face  of  a 
murderous  fire,  the  two  outer  forts, 
mounting  8  guns,  were  carried  at  a 
heavy  cost,  and  their  garrisons  made 
prisoners.  A  rush  was  then  made  on 
the  town ;  which  was  likewise  carried ; 
and  at  length  Fort  Williams — which 
was  still  mowing  down  the  assailants 
with  grape  and  case-shot — ^was  so  en- 
veloped and  enfiladed  that  nothing  re- 
mained for  Wessells  but  to  surrender. 
The  firuits  of  the  victory  were  1,600 
effective  prisoners,  25  guns,  at  least 
2,000  small  arms,  and  some  valuable 
stores.  The  Rebels  admitted  a  loss 
here  of  only  300.  Our  combatants 
estimated  it  at  fully  1,000,  and  say 
we  had  but  100  killed  and  wounded. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  disaster, 
Washington,  at  the  head  of  Pamlico 
sound,  was  soon  evacuated  by  Gen. 
Palmer  ;**  some  of  our  departing  sol- 
diers disgracing  themselves  and  their 
flag  by  arson  and  pillage  ere  they  left. 


Capt  Cooke,  of  the  Albemarle, 
being  naturally  somewhat  inflated  by 
his  easy  triumph  over  two  unmailed 
gunboats,  our  remaining  gunboats  in 
those  waters,  under  Capt.  Melano- 
thon  Smith,  were  disposed  to  tempt 
him  to  a  fresh  encounter,  on  mco^ 
equal  terms.  They  had  not  long  to 
wait  for  it.  The  Mattabesett,  Sassa- 
cus,  and  Wyalusing,  were  lying  20 
miles  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke, 
when  our  picket-boats,  which  had 
been  sent  up  the  river  to  decoy  the 
ram  from  tmder  the  protecting  bat- 
teries of  Plymouth,  reported  her 
coming  ;'*  and  soon  she  was  decried 
bearing  down,  accompanied  by  the 
river  steamboat  Cotton  Plant,  and 
what  was  lately  ottr  gunboat  Bomb- 
sheU.  The  former — ^beingtoofi^ilfor 
such  an  encounter — put  back,  with 
her  200  sharp-shooters  and  boaiders, 
to  Plymouth ;  and  the  contest  began- 
The  Albemarle  was  heavily  iron-clad 
and  armed  with  very  large  Whitr 
worth  guns ;  and  our  vessels  of  course 
played  around  her,  seeking  to  inject 
their  iron  into  her  weakest  quarter : 
the  Sassacus  taking  occasion  to  poiff 
one  broadside  at  close  range  into  the 
Bombshell,  which  compelled  her  to 
strike  her  flag  and  fall  out  of  the 
range  of  fire.  AAer  a  spirited  can- 
nonade at  short  range,  ^e  Sassacos 
struck  the  Albemarle  at  fuU  speed, 
crowding  her  hull  under  water,  but 
not  sinking  her.  And  now  these 
life-and-death  wrestlers  exchanged 
100-pound  shots  at  five  or  six  paces; 
the  gunners  of  the  Sassacus  watching 
for  the  opening  of  a  port  by  the  Al- 
bemarle, and  trying — sometimes  with 
success — ^to  fire  a  sheU  or  shot  into  it 
before  it  could  be  closed  again ;  as, 
from  the  ram's  mailed  sides  or  deck, 
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the  largest'  bolts,  fired  at  tills  distance, 
rebounded  like  dry  peas.  At  length, 
the  ram  put  a  shot  through  one  of 
of  her  adversary's  boilers,  killing  3 
and  wounding  6  of  her  men,  and  fill- 
ing her  with  scalding  steam,  from  out 
which  the  shrieks  of  the  scalded  were 
piercingly  heard.  And  now  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  Sassacus  was  com- 
pelled to  call  his  men  to  follow  him 
into  the  fire-room,  and  there  to  drag 
the  fires  from  beneath  the  uninjured 
b«iler,  which  was  on  the  brink  of 
explosion ;  while  the  engine  had  be- 
come entirely  unmanageable. 

Out  of  the  thick,  white  cloud  which 
enveloped  the  two  combatants,  fre- 
quently irradiated  by  the  fiashes  of 
guns,  the  Albemarle  soon  emerged, 
limping  off  toward  her  sheltering 
fort;  still  keeping  up  her  fire;  the 
Sassacus  moving  slowly  in  pursuit, 
working  on  a  vacuum  alone.  We 
had  the  Bombshell,  with  her  4  rifled 
guns,  as  a  trophy ;  while  the  siege 
of  Newborn — which  the  Albemarle 
had  set  forth  to  form  the  naval  part 
of,  while  that  post  had  afready  been 
sxmtmioned  by  Hoke,  on  the  assump- 
tion that  "the  river  and  sound  were 
blockaded  below" — ^was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  Albemarle  made  good  her  re- 
treat, and  never  cared  to  renew  the 
encounter.  Months  afterward,  she 
was  still  8  miles  up  the  Eoanoke, 
lying  at  a  dock,  behind  a  barricade 
of  logs,  when  Lt  Wm.  B.  Gushing 
slipped"  up  the  river  in  a  steam- 
launch  and,  under  a  fierce  fire  from 
the  monster,  lowered  a  torpedo-boat, 
rowed  it  to  and  under  the  overhang 
of  the  Albemarle  and  fired  it,  at  the 


same  instant  that  one  of  the  enemy's 
shots  crashed  through  the  torpedo- 
boat,  utterly  destroying  it.  The 
launch  likewise  was  instantly  dis- 
abled ;  but  Gushing,  spuming  every 
call  to  surrender,  ordered  his  men  to 
save  themselves  as  they  best  could ; 
himself  dropping  into  the  water  and 
swimming  down  stream  half  a  mile, 
when  he  crawled  out  at  daybreak, 
and  hid  in  an  adjacent  swamp; 
through  which  he  slowly,  cautiously 
worked  his  way  until  he  found  a 
skiff  in  a  creek,  and,  at  11  p.  m.,  was 
on  board  one  of  our  vessels  in  the 
offing.  The  Albemarle  sunk  like  a 
stone,  and  was  never  more  trouble- 
some to  friend  or  foe. 

Plymouth — Hoke  being  busy  on 
the  James — ^was  now  easily  retaken  *• 
by  our  fieet  under  Gom'r  Macomb, 
who  captured  a  few  prisoners,  some 
guns  and  warlike  stores. 

Of  Bumside's  extensive  conquests 
in  North  Garolina,  but  little  more 
than  Newborn  and  Eoanoke  island 
remained  to  us,  after  the  loss  of 
Plymouth  and  the  abandonment  of 
Washington;  and  Hoke  was  intent 
on  reducing  our  possessions  still  ftuv 
ther,  when  the  pressure  of  our  ad- 
vance in  Virginia  summoned  the 
greater  part  of  his  force  to  the  de- 
fense of  Richmond. 

Two  or  three  unimportant  raiding 
expeditions  were  sent  out  from  New- 
bem  during  the  Summer;  and  one 
from  Roanoke  island,  led  by  Gen. 
Wild  and  composed  of  colored  troops, 
penetrated  far  into  Gamden  county ; 
bringing  off  2,500  slaves,  many  horses 
and  cattle,  and  destroying  much 
grain ;  at  a  total  cost  of  13  men.    . 


'Oct  27. 


"Oct.  31. 
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XXIV. 
THE   WAE   BEYOND    THE   MISSISSIPPI  IN  1864. 

BANKS— STEELE— R08E0RANS. 


Gbk.  Bastks  was  in  New  Orleans, 
intent  on  farther  operationB  against 
Texas  by  way  of  Galveston  and  the 
sea-coast,  when  he  received'  a  dis- 
patch from  Halleck,  prescribing  (or, 
as  Halleck  says,  "suggesting")  a  to- 
tally different  plan  of  campaign.  Its 
line  of  operations  was  the  Eed  river ; 
its  object,  the  capture  of  Shreveport, 
with  the  rout  and  dispersion  of  Kirby 
Smith's  army,  culmmating  in  the  re- 
covery of  Texas  and  a  boundless  sup- 
ply of  cotton  for  our  mills  and  for  ex- 
port. To  this  end.  Admiral  Porter, 
with  a  strong  fleet  of  iron-clads  and 
transports,  was  to  embark  at  Yicks- 
burg,  10,000  of  Sherman's  old  army 
under  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  and  move 
with  them  up  Bed  river,  capturing 
by  the  way  Fort  de  Bussy,  remov- 
ing all  impediments,  and  meeting  at 
Alexandria  Gen.Bank8,  who,  with  his 
16,000  to  17,000  disposable  men,  was 
to  march  overland  from  the  Atchafar 
laya  to  the  designated  point  of  junc- 
tion; while  Gen.  Steele,  with  the  bulk 
(15,000)  of  his  Arkansas  force,  was 
to  move  on  Shreveport  directly  from 
Little  Bock.  In  other  words:  we 
were  to  threaten  Shreveport  with 
40,000  men,  so  disposed  that  the  en- 
emy, with  a  compact,  mobile  force  of 
25,000,  might  fight  them  all  in  turn 
with  superior  numbers,  and  so  cut 


them  up  in  detail.  It  was  a  very 
old  blunder,  so  often  repeated  in  our 
struggle  that  none  could  plead  igno- 
rance  of  its  oft-tested  and  certain 
effect;  but  braying  in  a  mortar 
would  be  effective  only  with  those 
who  do  not  need  it.  Had  Steele's 
men  been  brought  down  the  Arkan- 
sas in  boats,  and  added  to  Banks^s 
and  Smith's  forces,  the  issue  must 
almost  certainly  have  been  differ- 
ent. But  Gen.  Steele's  demonstra- 
tion, though  designed  to  be  simulta- 
neous and  cooperative  with  Banks's, 
was  entirely  independent;'  while 
G^n.  Smith's  quota  was  only  loaned 
to  Banks  fcN*  a  brief  period,  and  was 
subject  to  recall  in  entire  disregard 
of  his  authority.  Had  such  a  move- 
ment missed  failing,  it  would  have 
been  a  disparagement  of  good  gen- 
eralship evermore. 

Banks's  own  force  was  to  have 
moved  from  Franklin  on  the  7th  of 
March,  so  as  to  be  at  Alexandria  on 
the  17th :  but  the  General  was  busy 
at  New  Orleans,  and  intrusted  the 
immediate  command  of  his  force  to 
Gen.  Franklin ;  who  was  not  ready 
to  start  till  the  13th,  and  had  not 
fully  reached  Alexandria  till  the 
26th;  though  his  cavalry  advance, 
under  Gen.  A.  L.  Lee,  had  arrived 
on  the  19th« 


*  Jao.  23,  1864. 

"Gen.  Banks,  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,  testified  that— 

"The  truth  was,  that  while  four  forces — Gen. 
8teele*s,  Gen.  Sherman^s  (under  Gen.  SmithX 
Admiral  Porter^s,  and  my  own — ^were  operating 
together,  neither  one  of  them  had  a  right  to  give 


any  order  to  the  other.  Gen.  Smith  never  made 
any  report  to  me,  but  considered  his  as  snbscaa* 
tially  an  independent  force.  *  *  *  It  took  us  20 
days  to  communicate  with  Gen.  Steele;  and  then 
we  could  only  state  our  own  position,  t»k  what 
he  was  doing,  and  give  advice ;  but  we  cookl 
not  tell  whether  he  followed  the  adrioe  or  tuo^ 
nor  what  he  was  doing/* 
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Ere  tldfl,  Admiral  Porter^  with  15 
iron-clads  and  four  lighter  steam- 
boats, had  reached*  the  mouth  of 
Eed  river,  where  he  was  joined*  by 
Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  and  his  10,000  men 
in  transports,  and  proceeded  next  day, 
pioneered  by  the  Eastport,  up  the  Red 
to  Simmsport,  which  was  evacuated 
by  the  Eebels,  who  fell  back  on  Fort 
de  Kussy.  Nine  of  our  gunboats  en- 
tered the  Atchafalaya,  followed  by 
the  land  force;  while  the  residue, 
followed  by  the  transports,  continued 
up  the  'Redy  where  the  Eastport,  in 
advance,  was  for  hours  engaged  in 
removing  the  Bebel  obstructions  of 
piles  and  chains  in  the  channel,  which 
months  had  been  given  to  construct- 
ing and  strengthening.  These  being 
dli^osed  of,  the  Eastport  and  Neosho 
passed  them,  and  pushed  forward  to 
Fort  de  Russy,  where  Smith  had  by 
this  time  arrived;  and  he,  after  a 
few  shots  from  the  Eastport,  assault- 
^ed  and  carried  the  works,  capturing 
10  guns  and  283  prisoners.  Smith, 
who  had  started  from  Simmsport  at 
daylight,  marched  40  miles,  built  a 
bridge  that  detained  him  two  hours, 
taken  a  large  and  strong  fort  by  as- 
sault, after  considerable  skirmishing 
and  cannon-firing,  had  his  day's 
work  done  and  the  fort  fully  in  pos- 
session before  sunset.  The  main 
Rebel  force,  about  5,000  strong,  un- 
der Qen.  Walker,  retreated  up  the 
river.  Porter  at  once  sent  his  swift- 
est vessels  up  to  Alexandria,  which 
was  abandoned  without  a  struggle.* 


The  Eastport  had  come  up  the  night 
before. 

But  here  commenced  the  real  dif- 
ficulties of  the  undertaking.  There 
was  hardly  water  enough  in  the  river 
to  float  our  heavy  iron-clads  up  to 
this  point ;  and  here  was  a  considera- 
ble fall  or  rapid,  up  which  about  half 
of  them  were  forced  with  great  effort. 
Porter  wisely  left  five  or  six  of  the 
heaviest  below,  though  Banks  deemed 
naval  cooperation  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  undertaking.  One  hos- 
pital-ship was  sunk  and  lost  in  get- 
ting up.  As  there  was  but  6  feet 
wat^r  in  the  diannel  at  the  fall, 
while  our  vessels  drew  from  7i  to  10 
feet,  it  is  not  surprising  that  7  or  8 
days*  were  spent  in  getting  over  those 
vessels  that  went  higher.  During  the 
halt  here,  Gen.  Warner,  with  four 
brigades  of  Smith's  corps,  surprised' 
a  Rebel  post  at  Henderson's  hill,  21 
miles  westward,  capturing  4  guns, 
250  men,  and  200  horses. 

But  embarrassments  multiplied. 
Gen.  McPherson,  now  in  command 
at  Vicksburg,  called  for  the  return 
of  the  marine  brigade,  8,000  strong, 
of  Smith's  corps,  to  its  special  duty 
of  guarding  the  Mississippi  from 
raids ;  and  it  had  to  be  sent.  Then 
it  was  found  necessary  to  make  Alex- 
andria a  d6p6t  of  supplies,  which 
could  not  be  carried  farther;  and 
Gen.  0.  Grover's  division  of  8,000 
more  were  left  to  garrison  it.  And, 
as  no  cooperation  could  be  expected 
from  Steele,'  Banks's  40,000   men 


•MarohT.         «MarchlL         •MarchlG. 

*  March  26  to  April  3.  *  March  21. 

*  Banks  sajs,  in  hia  official  report: 

"The  partial  disintegration  of  the  aeyeral 
commands  assigned  to  this  expedition  was  a 
cause  of  emharrassment,  though  not  entirely 
of  failure.  The  command  of  M^j.-Gen.  Steele, 
which  I  was  informed  by  Mi^.-Oen.  Sherman 
would  be  about  15|000,  was  in  fact  but  7,000, 


and  operating  upon  a  line  eoTeral  hundred  miles 
distant,  with  purposes  and  results  entirely  un- 
Icnown  to  me.  Feb.  6, 1  was  informed  by  Gen. 
Steele  that,  if  any  advance  was  to  be  made,  it 
must  be  by  the  Washita  and  Red  rivers;  and 
that  he  might  be  able  to  move  his  command,  by 
the  way  of  Pine  Bluff,  to  Monroe,  for  this  pur- 
pose. Tliis  would  have  united  our  forces  on 
Red  river,  and  insured  the  success  of  the  cam- 
paign.   Feb.  28,  he  informed  me  that  he  could 
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were  already  reduced,  though  scarce- 
ly a  shot  had  been  fired,  to  about 
20,000,  Part  of  these  had  already 
been  pushed  on,  80  miles  farther,  to 


Natchitoches* — ^ihe  enemy  skirmish- 
ing sharply  at  intervals  with  our  van, 
but  making  no  stubborn  resistance. 
QeiL  A.  L.  Lee,  scouting  in  advance  to 
Pleasant  Hill,  36  miles  farther,  found 
the  enemy  in  force;  while  some  of 
Pricfe's  men,  here  taken  prisoners, 
reported  a  concentration  in  that 
neighborhood  of  troops  from  TjBxas 
(under  Green)  and  from  Arkansas; 
raising  the  aggr^ate  Rebel  force 
barring  the  road  to  Shreveport  to 
about  25,000  men,  with  76  guns. 

Shreveport  was  100  miles  from 
Natchitoches — ^the  direct  road  (which 
was  taken)  passing  through  a  sandy, 
barren,  mainly  pine-covered,  nearly 
uninhabited  country.  The  river, 
which  had  been  confidently  expected 
to  rise,  was  unequivocally,  steadily 
falling ;  and  our  gunboats  could  not 
pass  Grand  Ecore." 

Banks  should  have  stopped  here; 
but  Smith's  corps  must  soon  leave,  in 
obedience  to  peremptory  orders  from 
Q^n.  Grant,  who  had  work  cut  out 
for  it  elsewhere ;  and  Banks's  array, 
its  General  inclusive,  was  hungry 
for  Shreveport.    A  partisan  encoun- 


not  move  by  way  of  Monroe ;  and  March  4,  the 
day  before  my  command  was  ordered  to  move, 
I  was  informed  by  Gen.  Sherman  that  he  had 
written  to  Gen.  Steele  *to  push  straight  for 
Shreveport*  March  5, 1  was  informed  bv  Gen. 
Halleck  that  he  had  no  information  of  Gen. 
Steele^s  plans,  further  than  that  he  would  be  di- 
rected to  facilitate  my  operations  toward  Shreve- 
port. March  10,  Gen.  Steele  informed  me  that 
the  objections  to  the  route  I  wished  him  to  take 
(by  the  way  of  Red  river)  were  stronger  than 
ever,  and  that  he  'would  move  with  all  his 
available  force  (about  7,000  men)  to  Washington, 
and  thence  to  Shreveport*  I  received  informa- 
tion, March  26,  dated  March  15,  fh>m  Miy'.-Gen. 
Halleck,  that  he  had  'directed  Gen.  Steele  to 
make  a  real  move,  as  sug^gested  by  you  (Banks), 
instead  of  a  denwnstratiar^  as  he  (Steele)  thought 
advisable.*  In  April,  Gen.  Halleck  informed  me 
that  he  had  telegraphed  Gen.  Steele  *  to  cooper- 
ate with  you  (Banks)  on  Red  river,  with  all 
his  available  forces.*  April  16, 1  was  informed, 
under  date  of  the  10th,  by  Gen.  Sherman,  that 
Gen.  Steele*8  entire  force  would  cooperate  with 
me  and  the  navy.    In  May,  I  reoaved  informa- 


tion fh)m  Gen.  Steele,  dated  April  28,  that  be 
could  not  leave  Camden  unless  supplies  were 
sent  to  him,  as  those  of  the  country  were  ex- 
hausted; that  we  'could  not  help  each  other 
operatinig  on  lines  so  wide  apart;*  that  he  could 
not  say  definitely  that  be  oould  join  me  *  at  asy 
point  on  Red  river  at  any  given  time  ;*  and,  from 
the  distance  that  separated  us,  that  I  could  ren- 
der no  assistance  to  him — an  opinion  in  whidi  I 
entirely  concurred.  I  never  received  authority 
to  give  orders  to  Gen.  Steele.  My  instructuns 
limited  me  to  commuoicatmg  with  him  upon  the 
subject  of  the  expedition.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Gen.  Steele  did  all  in  his  power  to  insure 
success;  but,  as  communication  with  him  was 
necessarily  by  special  messenger,  and  occupied 
fh>m  15  to  20  days  at  each  communication,  it 
was  impossible  for  either  of  us  fully  to  compre- 
hend the  relative  positions  of  the  two  armies,  or 
to  assist  or  to  support  each  other.** 

•April  2-3. 

>*  Natchitoches  is  on  the  oU  (deserted)  chan- 
nel of  Bed  river ;  Grand  Eoore  is  on  its  new  chan* 
nel,  four  nules  farther  ncMrtJu 
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ter,"  north  of  Red  river,  between 
CoL  O.  P.  Gooding's  brigade  of  1,500 
cavalry  and  a  Eebel  force  under 
Harrison,  wherein  Gooding  came  out 
ahead,  stimulated  the  pervading  ea- 
gerness to  advance. 

*  Forward'  was  the  word,  and 
Natchitoches  was  left  behind  on  the 
6th :  Gen.  A.  L.  Lee,  with  the  cav- 
alry, in  the  van;  next.  Gen.  Ran- 
som, with  two  thin  divisions  of  the 
13th  corps ;  then  Gen.  Emory,  with 
the  Ist  division  of  the  19th  corps  and 
a  Black  brigade :  the  whole  advance 
immediately  commanded  by  Gen.  W. 
B.  Franklin;  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith, with 
part  of  the  16th  corps,  followed  next 
morning ;  but,  as  the  iron-clads  had 
been  unavoidably  left  behind,  a  divi- 
sion of  the  lYth  corps,  2,500  strong, 
under  Gen.  T.  Kilby  Smith,  was 
guarding  the  transports  creeping  up 
the  river,  under  orders  to  halt  and 
communicate  with  the  army  at  Loggy 
bayou,  half  way  to  Shreveport.  Gen. 
Banks  left  Grand  Ecore  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th,  reaching  the  van  at 
Pleasant  Hill  before  night.  A  rain 
that  day,  which  had  greatly  retarded 
the  rear  of  our  extended  column,  had 
not  reached  its  front. 

Gen.  Banks  found  that  Lee  had  that 
afternoon  had  a  sharp  fight  with  a 
body  of  Rebels ;  worsting  and  driving 
them  9  miles  to  St.  Patrick's  bayou, 
where  our  van  halted  for  the  night. 
Our  loss  in  this  affair  was  62  men. 

Gen.  Lee  pushed  on  at  daybreak 
next  morning;  driving  the  enemy 
three  miles  farther  to  Sabine  Cboss- 
RoADs,  three  miles  below  Mansfield, 
where  he  encountered  the  Rebel '  Ar- 
my of  the  trans-Mississippi,'  under 
Kirby  Smith,  Dick  Taylor,  Mouton, 
and  Green,  numbering  not  less  than 


20,000  men.  Here  Banks,  reaching 
our  front  at  li  p.  m.,  found  our  men 
in  line  of  battle,  the  skirmishers  hotly 
engaged ;  the  main  body  of  the  foe 
hidden  in  pine  woods  behind  the 
crest  of  a  hill,  across  which  ran  the 
only  road  to  Shreveport. 

Banks  had  passed  Franklin  some 
mUes  back,  and  had  ordered  him  to 
send  forward  a  brigade  of  infantry 
and  dose  up  to  the  front ;  and  he  now 
sent  back  to  hurry  him  up.  Qen. 
Ransom,  with  a  single  brigade  of 
infantry,  had  already  come  up  when 
Banks  arrived.  Lee  was  ordered  to 
hold  his  ground,  but  not  attempt  to 
advance.  Messenger  after  messenger 
was  sent  back  to  hurry  Franklin; 
the  skirmishing  growing  gradually 
hotter;  until,  at  4^  p.  m.,  the  Rebels 
having,  in  overwhelming  force,  out- 
flanked our  handful  on  both  wings, 
made  a  grand  charge,  which  was 
gallantly  resisted ;  but  the  odds  were 
three  or  four  to  one,  and  our  front 
recoiled  from  the  field  wherein  their 
line  was  formed  to  the  woods  this 
side,  losing  heavily. 

It  was  now  6  p.  m.  '  Gen.  Franklin 
had  come  up,  with  G^n.  Cameron's 
(3d)  division  of  the  13th  corps,  and  a 
new  and  somewhat  stronger  line  was 
formed;  which  the  e3nilting  foe  at 
once  flanked  and  charged,  crushing 
it  back  in  spite  of  its  desperate  re- 
sistance. And  now  the  narrow, 
winding  forest-road  was  found  so 
choked  with  the  supply-train  of  Lee's 
division  that  any  orderly  retreat  be- 
came impossible,  and  10  of  Ransom's 
guns  were  lost,  with  perhaps  1,000 
prisoners,  including  Col.  Emerson, 
67th  Lidiana.  G^ns.  Franklin  and 
Ransom,  and  Col.  Robinson,  3d  cav- 
alry brigade,  were  wounded,  and  Col. 


"April  4. 
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J.  W.  Vance,  96th  Ohio,  and  Lt-CoL 
Webb,  77th  Illinois,  killed.  Eepeat- 
ed  attempts  to  reform  onr  disheart- 
ened men,  so  as  to  present  a  fresh 
barrier  to  the  enemy's  victorious  ad- 
vance, proved  of  no  avail.  The 
Press  (Philadelphia)  had  a  corre- 
spondent watching  the  fight,  who  thus 
reports  its  melancholy  finale : 

'^The  reader  will  nnderstaDd  that  our 
forces  were  in  an  ODen  space — a  pine- wood 
clearing — ^that  our  line  of  advance  was  one 
single,  narrow  road ;  and  that,  having  made 
the  attack  ourselves,  we  found  the  enemy 
superior,  and  were  compelled  to  make  a  de- 
fensive fight.  There  were  other  troubles. 
The  country  was  so  formed  that  artillery 
was  almost  useless.  We  could  not  pl%ce  a 
battery  without  exposing  it  in  a  manner 
that  suggested  madness;  and  yet  we  had 
the  guns,  and  were  oompell^  to  fight  them. 
A  further  disadvantage  was  to  be  found  in 
the  long  trains  that  followed  the  different 
divisions.  The  cavalry  had  the  advance ; 
immediately  behind,  came  the  baggage- 
wagons,  moving  in  a  slow,  cumbersome 
manner,  and  retarding  the  movements  of 
the  infantry.  This  made  it  impossible  for 
us  to  have  our  divisions  in  supporting  dis- 
tance; and,  when  the  time  came  for  that 
support,  it  could  not  be  rendered.  Gen. 
Banks  perceived  tliis  at  once ;  but  it  was 
too  late  to  remedy  it,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  fight  the  battle  in  the  best  manner  pos- 
sible. Ransom^s  division  had  been  engaged 
and  routed.  Cameron^s  division  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight.  Gen.  Franklin  had 
arrived  on  the  field,  and  a  division  of  his 
magnificent  corps,  under  Gen.  Emory,  was 
pushing  along  rapidly.  Gen.  Banks  person- 
ally directed  the  fight.  Every  thing  that 
man  could  do  he  did.  Occupying  a  position 
80  exposed  that  nearly  every  horse  ridden 
by  his  staff  was  wounded,  and  many  killed, 
he  constantly  disregarded  the  entreaties  of 
those  around,  who  begged  that  he  would 
retire  to  some  less  exposed  position.  Gen. 
Stone,  his  chief  of  stan^  with  his  sad,  earnest 
face,  that  seemed  to  wear  an  unusual  ex- 
pression, was  constantly  at  the  front,  and 
by  his  reckless  bravery  aid  much  to  encour- 
age the  men.  And  so  the  fight  raged.  The 
enemy  were  pushing  a  temporary  advan- 
tage. Our  army  was  merely  forming  into 
position  to  make  a  sure  battle. 

^^  Then  came  one  of  those  nnaoooontable 
events  that  no  genius  or  oonrage  can  con- 
trol. I  find  it  impossible  to  describe  a 
scene  so  sudden  and  bewildering,  although 
I  was  present,  partly  an  actor,  partly  a 


spectator,  and  saw  plainly  every  thing  that 
took  place.  The  battle  was  progressing 
vigorously.  The  musketry  firing  was  loud 
and  continuous;  and,  having  recovered 
from  the  danger  experienced  by  Ransom^s 
division,  we  felt  secure  of  the  position.  I 
was  slowly  riding  along  the  edge  of  a 
wood,  conversing  with  a  friend,  who  had 
just  ridden  up,  about  the  events  and  pros- 
pects of  the  day.  We  had  drawn  into  ' 
the  side  of  the  wood  to  allow  an  ammuni- 
tion wagon  to  pass;  and,  although  many 
were  observed  going  to  the  rear,  some  on 
foot  and  some  on  horseback,  we  regarded  it 
as  an  occurrence  familiar  to  every  battle, 
and  it  occasioned  nothing  but  a  passing  re- 
mark. 

''  I  noticed  that  most  of  those  thus  wildly 
riding  to  the  rear  were  negroes,  hangers-on, 
and  serving-men ;  for,  now  that  we  have 
gone  so  deeply  into  this  slaveholding  coun- 
try, every  non-commissioned  officer  has  a 
servant,  and  every  servant  a  mule.     These 

Eeople  were  the  first  to  show  any  panic ; 
ut  their  scamper  alcmg  the  road  only  gave 
amusement  to  the  soldiers  who  pelted  them 
with  stones  and  whipped  their  flying  ani- 
mals with  sticks  to  increase  their  speed* 
Suddenly,  there  was  a  rush,  a  shout^  the 
crashing  of  trees,  the  breaking  down  of  rails, 
the  rush  and  scamper  of  men.  It  was  as 
sudden  as  though  a  thunder-bolt  had  fallen 
among  us  and  set  the  pines  on  fire.  What 
caused  it,  or  when  it  commenced,  no  one 
knew.  I  turned  to  my  companion  to  in- 
quire the  reason  of  this  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding; but,  before  he  had  a  chance  to 
reply,  we  found  ourselves  swallowed  up,  as 
it  were,  in  a  hissing,  seething,  bubbling 
whirlpool  of  agitated  men.  We  could  not 
avoid  the  current;  we  could  not  stem  it; 
and,  if  we  hoped  to  live  in  that  mad  com- 
pany, we  must  ride  with  the  rest  of  them. 
Our  line  of  battle  had  siven  way.  Gen. 
Banks  took  ofiT  his  hat  and  implored  his  men 
to  remain;  his  stafif-offioers  did  the  same: 
but  it  was  of  no  avail.  Then  the  General 
drew  his  saber  and  endeavored  to  rally  his 
men ;  but  they  would  not  listen.  Behind 
him,  the  Rebels  were  shouting  and  advanc- 
ing. Their  musket-balls  filled  the  air  with 
that  strange,  file-rasping  sound  that  war  has 
made  familiar  to  our  fighting  men.  The 
teams  were  abandoned  by  the  drivers,  the 
traces  cut,  and  the  animals  ridden  off  by 
the  frightened  men.  Bareheaded  riders 
rode  with  agony  in  their  faces ;  and,  for  at 
least  ten  minutes,  it  seemed  as  if  we  were 
going  to  destruction  together.  It  was  my 
fortune  to  see  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
and  to  be  among  those  who  made  that  cele- 
brated midnight  retreat  toward  Washing- 
ton. The  retreat  of  the  4th  division  was 
as  much  a  rout  as  that  of  the  first  Federal 
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army,  with  the  exception  that  fewer  men 
were  engaged,  and  oar  men  fought  hc^re 
with  a  valor  that  was  not  shown  on  that 
•erions,  sad,  mock-heroic  day  in  July."  " 

Gen.  Emory,  advancing  beliind 
Franklin,  had  been  .early  advised 
that  matters  were  dubious  at  the 
front,  and  directed  to  take  a  position 
wherein  to  stop  the  mischief.  Ad- 
vancing four  miles  farther,  he  halted 
his  division  at  Plkasant  Grove, 
three  miles  behind  Sabine  Cross- 
roads, and  disposed  it  for  the  emer- 
gency. It  held  the  western  edge  of 
a  wood,  with  an  open  field  in  front, 
sloping  toward  Mansfield ;  and  here 
Gen.  Dwight  formed  his  (Ist)  bri- 
gade across  the  road,  with  the  3d, 
Col.  Lewis  Benedict,"  on  his  left; 


the  2d,  Gen.  McMillen,  in  reserve ; 
the  161st  N.  York,  Lt.-Col.  Kinsey, 
being  thrown  out  in  advance  as  skir- 
mishers; Lee's  and  Franklin's  flying 
columns  being  allowed  to  pass 
through  and  form  (if  they  would) 
behind  the  living  rampart  thus  erect- 
ed. 

Hardly  was  Emory's  formation 
completed  when  the  flushed  Kebels 
came  headlong  on,  driving  in  our 
skirmishers  pell-mell,  and  charging 
up  the  slope  as  though  there  were 
only  the  routed  fugitives  from  the 
Cross-roads  before  them.  Their  leffc 
oveiiapping  our  right.  Gen.  McMil- 
len was  thrown  forward  on  that 
wing,   and  our  fire  reserved  until 


^  A  gnunbling  private  of  the  83d  Ohio  thus 
sums  up  his  view  of  this  affair: 

"The  battle  was  shookinglj  managed.  It 
irasi  no  doubt,  a  surprise  on  the  General  oom- 
manding.  He  endeavored  to  charge  the  enemy 
with  a  baprgage-train,  but  it  did  n*t  work.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
Oens.  Banks  and  Franklin  did  n't  believe  there 
was  any  force  in  our  front  but  a  few  skirmish- 
ers, and,  bj  their  incredulity,  lost  the  day.** 

A  letter  to  The  Missouri  RqmbKcan  has  the 
following: 

*<  About  3  P.M.,  when  within  two  miles  of 
Kansfield,  the  advance,  consisting  of  cavalry, 
artiUery,  and  the  4th  division,  13th  army  corps, 
while  marching  through  a  dense  pine  forest, 
there  being  a  thick  undergrowth  of  p'mes  on 
either  side  of  the  road,  were  attacked  by  the  Be- 
bels  in  g^reat  force,  on  both  flanks  and  in  front 
The  engagement  soon  bocame  general :  the  Re- 
bels suddenly  opening  with  artillery  and  mus- 
ketry, charging  our  surprised  and  panic-stricken 
columns  with  terrific  yells,  evincing  a  daring 
and  determination  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
Qen.  Banks  and  Gen.  Franklin  burned  to  the 
fh>nt,  and  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 
The  artillery  was  speedily  put  in  position  at  the 
extreme  /h}nt  and,  for  a  while,  did  exoelleut 
service.  Finding  the  fVont  rather  too  dangerous 
for  Major-Generals,  Banks  and  Franklin  return- 
ed to  the  rear  of  the  wagon-train,  just  in  time  to 
save  themselves  f\rom  capture^  as  the  Rebels 
pressed  upon  both  sides  of  our  army  with 
crushing  effect  A  ball  passed  through  Gen. 
Banks's  hat.  Every  thing  was  soon  in  the 
wildest  confusion;  the  wagon-train,  being  in  the 
rear  and  in  (he  narrow  road,  attempted  to  turn 
round  to  Ml  back,  and  completely  blocked  up 
the  way,  cutting  off  the  advance  both  fhun  a 
way  of  retreat  and  from  rSenforcements.  The 
Bebels  had  formed  in  the  shape  of  an  isosceles 


triangle,  leaving  the  base  open,  and  at  the  apex 
planting  their  artillery.  Our  advance  marcmed 
directly  into  the  triangle,  having  the  two  wings 
of  the  Rebel  forces  on  either  side  of  tfaem. 
These  wings  were  speedily  connected,  compel- 
ling our  forces  to  retreat  or  surrender.  The  bat- 
teries above  mentioned,  consisting  of  20  pieces 
in  all,  were  now  captured,  together  with  nearly 
all  their  officers  and  men.  The  Chicago  Mercan- 
tile battery  was  captured  entire,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  all  her  ofBoers  and  men  fell  into  tho 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  4  th  division,  13th 
corps,  2,800  men,  under  Gen.  Ransom,  and  Gen. 
Lee's  cavalry,  about  3,000  strong,  and  the  bat- 
teries above  mentioned,  were  the  forces  in  ad- 
vance of  the  wagon-train.  These  forces  fought 
desperately  for  a  while,  but  gave  way  to  the 
superior  numbers  of  the  Rebels,  and  retreated 
in  great  precipitation.  The  scene  of  this  retreat 
beggars  all  description.  Gen.  Franklin  said  of 
it,  that  *  Bull  Run  was  not  a  chxnimstance  in 
comparison.*  Gen^  Ransom  was  wounded  in 
the  knee,  but  rode  off  the  field  before  he  was 
compeUed,  by  loss  of  blood,  to  dismount  Capt 
Dickey,  of  Gen.  Ransom's  stafl;  was  shot  through 
the  head  and  killed  instantly.  His  body 
was  left  on  the  field.  The  position  of  the  wag- 
on-train in  the  narrow  road  was  the  great  blun- 
der of  the  aSair.  The  rear  was  completely 
blocked  up,  rendering  the  retreat  very  d&^cult, 
and,  in  fact,  almost  impossible.  Cavalry  horses 
were  dashing  at  full  speed  through  the  roads, 
endangering  infantry  and  pther  pedestrians  more 
than  Rebel  musketry:  the  retreat  having  be- 
come so  precipitate  that  all  attempts  to  make  a 
stand,  for  a  while,  seemed  impossible. 

"  The  immense  baggage  and  supply  train  of 
Gen.  Lee's  cavalry,  consisting  of  269  wagons, 
nearly  all  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to- 
gether with  the  moles  attached  thereto.** 

"OfAlbany.N.T. 
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they  were  close  upon  our  line ;  when 
a  deadly  volley  swept  them  down 
like  grass;  Gen.  Monton  being 
among  the  killed.  But,  though 
somewhat  astonished,  they  were  not 
dismayed ;  their  superiority  in  num- 
bers more  than  counterbalancing  our 
advantage  of  position.  For  an  hour 
and  a  half,  the  fighting  continued  at 
close  quarters,  till  darkness  arrested 
it — all  the  enemy's  impetuous  charges 
having  been  repelled  by  the  steady 
valor  of  our  men  ;  their  losses  being 
at  least  double  ours.  Emory's  divi- 
sion had  saved  our  army,  and  prob- 
ably our  fleet  also." 

Smith's  veterans  were  still  behind. 
To  remain  on  the  ground  watered 
with  the  blood  of  both  armies  was  to 
fight  again  at  daylight  with  half  our 
force  against  every  fighting  Rebel 
between  Shreveport  and  the  Missis- 
sippi. To  retreat  would  enable  the 
worsted  foe  to  claim  a  second  victory. 
Banks  preferred  the  substance  to  the 
shadow,  and  fell  back  unmolested 
during  the  night  15  miles,  to  Pleas- 
ant Hill:  Gen.  Emory  covering  the 


retreat,  after  burying  liis  dead  and 
caring  for  his  wotmded,  and  only 
reaching   our  new  position    at  8| 

A.M." 

Thus  far,  we  had  fought  against 
fearful  odds-Kxids  that  need  not, 
therefore,  should  not,  have  been  en- 
countered. At  Pleasant  HiU,  the 
case  was  somewhat  altered.  Gen. 
Smith  had  arrived  and  halted  here 
at  night,  as  had  Col.  Dickey's  Black 
brigade;  swelling  Banks's  forces  to 
fully  15,000  men.  But  for  yesterday's 
disasters,  it  might  have  been  nearly 
20,000.  Our  line  of  battle  was  form- 
ed with  Franklin's  three  brigades  in 
front,  supported  by  Smith's,  where- 
of the  2d,  composed  of  the  14th,  27th, 
and  32d  Iowa,  and  the  24th  Missouri, 
under  Col.  Wm.  T.  Shaw,  14th  Ioto, 
were  formed  directly  across  the  main 
road  to  Shreveport,  whereon  the  Re- 
bels must  advance,  along  the  thinly 
wooded  brow  of  a  slight  acclivity, 
half  a  mile  west  of  the  gentle  emi- 
nence and  petty  village  of  Pleasant 
Hill ;  though  the  bulk  of  our  army 
was    formed,     and     most     of    the 


**  The  Chicago  Tribune^s  oorrespondeDt  says': 
"  About  a  half  a  mile  from  the  field,  the  3d 
division,  13th  corps,  under  Gen.  Cameron,  came 
up  and  formed  in  line  of  battle;  and  here  two 
guns  of  the  Mercantile  battery  were  put  in  posi- 
tion and  opened  with  good  effect  upon  the  ene- 
my. For  a  short  time,  it  seemed  as  if  a  success- 
ful rally  would  be  made  at  this  point;  but  the 
effort  was  in  vain.  The  entire  strength  of  the 
Sd  division  on  the  field  was  only  1,600  men,  and, 
after  a  short  and  courageous  resistance,  the  line 
gave  way.  A  check,  however,  had  been  given 
to  the  panic,  and  many  of  the  troops  formed  into 
squads  and  continued  the  retreat  in  better  order. 
Efficient  aid  was  also  rendered  by  Col.  Robinson, 
commanding  a  cavalry  brigade  detaUcd  to  guard 
the  trains,  who,  hearing  the  rapidly  approaching 
firing,  hastened  with  a^arge  portion  of  his  com- 
mand to  the  front,  and,  wheeling  into  line  in 
perfect  order,  delivered  a  most  destructive  vol- 
ley into  the  Rebels,  who  were  swarming  in  the 
road,  and  then  fell  back  in  good  order.  For  full 
a  mile  from  the  place  where  Cameron's  division 
had  met  us,  the  retreat  was  continued ;  the  Re- 
bels following  closely  upon  our  heels,  and  keep- 
ing up  a  continuous  fire,  when,  all  at  once,  as 


we  emerged  into  a  more  open  piece  of  woods,  we 
came  upon  Emory's  division,  of  the  19th  oorpa, 
forming  in  magnificent  order  in  line  of  battle 
across  the  road. 

"  Opening  their  ranks  to  permit  the  retreating 
forces  to  pass  through,  each  regiment  of  this 
fine  division,  closing  up  on  the  double-quick, 
quietly  awaited  the  approach  of  the  Rebels; 
and,  vrithin  less  than  five  minutes,  on  they  came, 
screaming  and  firing  as  they  advanced,  but  Btill 
in  good  order  and  with  closed  ranks.  AH  it 
once,  from  that  firm  line  of  gallant  soldiers  that 
now  stood  so  bravely  between  us  and  our  pur- 
suing foes,  there  came  forth  a  course  of  rever- 
berating thunders  that  rolled  from  flank  to  flank 
in  one  continuous  peal,  sending  a  storm  of  lead- 
en hail  into  the  Rebel  ranks  that  swept  them 
back  in  dismay,  and  left  the  ground  covered 
with  their  killed  and  wounded.  In  vam  the  Be- 
bels  strove  to  rally  against  this  terrific  fire.  At 
every  effort,  they  were  repulsed ;  and,  after  a 
short  contest,  they  fell  back,  evidently  most  ter- 
ribly punished.  It  was  now  quite  dark,  and 
each  party  bivouacked  on  the  field.** 

»  April  9. 
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fighting  took  place,  on  the  right 
of  the  road :  onr  left  being  refused, 
with  strong  reserves  posted  npon 
and  around  Pleasant  Hill,  to  be 
used  as  circumstances  should  dic- 
tate. 

The  Rebels  had  followed  onr  re- 
treating column  trom  Pleasant  Grove, 
but  not  sharply ;  and  they,  from  about 
11  A.M.,  cautiously  skirmished  and 
felt  of  our  lines,  to  find  a  weak  point, 
while  their  forces  were  coming  up 
and  getting  into  position,  till  about  4 
p.  K.,  before  making  a  serious  attack. 
Meantime,  Banks  had  dispatched  his 
trains  and  heavy  artillery,^  guarded 
by  most  of  our  cavalry,  with  the 
Black  troops  and  the  remains  of  Han- 
som's pulverized  division,  on  the  road 
to  Grand  Ecore ;  thus  weakening  our 
force  at  the  front,  in  the  belief  that 
they  would  not  attack  till  the  mor- 
row. Our  remaining  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, Col.  O.  P.  Gooding,  had  been 
sent  out  to  reconnoiter  a  mile  or  two 
on  the  road  to  Shreveport,  and  had 
been  roughly  handled.  But  now,  a 
Eebel  battery  opened,  and  their  in- 
fantry advanced ;  when,  their  inten- 
tion of  turning  our  right  becoming 
manifest,  Emory's  3d  brigade,  Col. 
Benedict,  moved  to  the  support  of 
his  Ist  on  that  flank,  and  Shaw's 
brigade  of  Smith's  corps  aforesaid 
moved  forward  and  took  its  position 
in  our  front;  so  that,  when  the  ene- 
my charged  in  earnest,  the  brunt 
of  the  fight  fell  on  this  gallant  bri- 


gade. It  could  hardly  have  found 
one  more  able  or  willing  to  meet 
it." 

At  4  p.  M.,  the  Eebel  skirmish-fire 
had  seemed  suddenly  to  increase  and 
become  general;  but  it  soon  died 
away  almost  wholly,  as  if  the  courage 
to  attack  had  failed.  But  a  few  mi- 
nutes elapsed,  however,  till  our  skir- 
mishers were  driven  in  by  two  charg- 
ing columns,  advancing  obliquely^ 
against  our  left  center,  and  strUdng 
heavily  Emory's  3d  brigade,  CoL 
Lewis  Benedict,  which,  after  fighting 
desperately,  gave  way,  and  was  slow- 
ly pushed  back  on  our  reserves :  but 
not  till  Col.  Benedict  had  been 
wounded.  Emory's  Ist  and  SJd  bri- 
gades were  soon  enveloped  on  tfiree 
sides  in  overwhelming  force  and 
crowded  back ;  the  enemy  now  pass- 
ing our  right  and  center  in  eager 
pursuit,  and  pressing  on  nearly  to 
Gen.  Smith's  position  in  reserve; 
when,  after  an  exchange  of  several 
volleys,  he  was  charged  in  turn  by 
Smith's  Western  veterans,  led  by 
Gen.  Mower,  and  by  Emory's  divi- 
sion, now  formed  o&  their  right,  and 
fairly  routed  ;  part  of  the  foe  being 
driven  two  miles :  the  49th  Illinois, 
Maj.  Morgan,  rushing  upon  one  of 
their  batteries,  taking  two  of  its  guns, 
and  100  prisoners.  The  58th  Illinois, 
brigaded  with  the  89th  Indiana  and 
119th  niinois,  striking  the  enemy  in 
flank,  retook  one  of  our  lost  batteries, 
and  captured  400  prisoners,  with  6 


^  A  newspaper  correspondent  on  the  field 
writes: 

«*  Col.  W.  T.  Shaw,  commanding  the  2d  bri- 
gade, 3d  division,  16th  corps,  deserves  g^at 
credit  for  the  able  manner  in  wbich  he  suppresses 

Bebel  cavalry  charges.  Col  Sweitzer  of  the 

Texas  cavalry,  undertook  to  break  CoL  Shaw's 
lines  by  a  charge.  Orders  were  given  to  *  Re- 
serve your  fire,  boys,  untfl  he  gets  within 
thirty  yards,  and  then  give  it  to  himT  As 
the  cavalry  dashed  on  at  a  gallop,  each  inCui- 


tryman  had  selected  his  victim,  and,  waiting 
tiU  the  three  or  four  hundred  were  within 
about  forty  yards,  the  Uth  Iowa  emptied 
nearly  every  saddle  as  quickly  as  though  the 
order  had  been  ^ven  to  dismount 

"Out  of  this  Kebel  cavalry  regiment,  not 
more  than  ten  men  escaped;  and  the  whole 
movement  was  done  with  that  terrible  death- 
alacrity  which  the  science  of  war  teaches,  and 
the  awful  reality  of  whidi  the  eye  alone  can  d&- 
soribe  to  the  soiiL" 
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caisBonB  and  tlieir  horses."  Oen.  M. 
M.  Parsons,  of  Mo.,  was  among  the 
Eebel  killed.  The  fall  of  the  brave 
Col.  Benedict — ^wounded  a  second 
time,  and  now  mortally,  as  he  charg- 
ed at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  with  a 
shout  of  triumph  on  his  lips — was 
part  of  the  cost  of  this  undeniable 
Tictory. 

That  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill 
was  bravely  fought  against  odds  in 
numbers  and  dearly  won  by  our 
soldiers,  is  not  fairly  disputable; 
though  the  fact  that  Gen.  Banks  de- 
cided to  follow,  before  morning,  that 
considerable  portion  of  his  army 
which,  before  it  commenced,  he  had 
started,  guarding  his  trains,  on  the 
road  to  Grand  Ecore,  has  thrown 
some  haze  over  the  result.  But  Pol- 
lard— who  always  claims  a  Rebel 
victory  where  it  is  possible  to  do  so 
— makes  no  victory  out  of  this ;  while 
Dick  Taylor — who  addresses  the  Re- 
bel  army  as  "  Major-General  com- 


manding," though  Kirby  Smith  was 
commander  of  the  department,  and 
probably  not  so  far  off  as  Shreveport 
— after  claiming  21  guns,  2,500  pris- 
oners, 250  wagons,  and  many  stands 
of  colors,  as  trophies  of  the  preced- 
ing day's  triumph,  is  only  able  to 
say  this  of  the  battle  of  Pleasant 
Hill: 

*^  The  gallant  divisions  from  Missonri  and 
Arkansas,  nnfortnnatelj  absent  on  the  8th 
instant,  marched  45  miles  in  two  days,  to 
share  the  glories  of  Pleasant  Hill.  This  was 
emphatically  the  soldiers'  victory.  In  spite 
of  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  position,  held 
by  fresh  troops  of  the  16th  corps,  yonr  valor 
and  devotion  triumphed  over  all.  Darkness 
closed  one  of  the  hottest  fights  of  the 
war.  The'  morning  of  the  10th  instant 
dawned  upon  a  flym^  foe,  with  our  cav- 
alry ill  pursuit,  captormg  prisoners  at  every 
step." 

No  prisoners  [we  took  at  least 
500] ;  no  guns  [we  took  several] ;  no 
colors;  no  trophies  of  any  kind — 
nothing  but  the  fact  that  Banks  re- 
treated after  the  battle,  is  cited  to 
give  color  to  a  Rebel  claim  of  tri- 


"  The  New  York  Herald's  oorrespoDdent  says : 

"  At  twenty  minutes  past  6,  the  enemy  ap- 
peared on  the  plain  at  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
and  the  battle  commenced:  our  batteries  open- 
ing upon  him  with  case-shell  as  he  marched  at 
double-quick  across  the  field  to  the  attack. 

"  Our  left,  Col.  Benedict's  brigade,  came  into 
action  first ;  and  our  right  and  center  were  en- 
gaged soon  after.  The  battle  now  raged  fiercely : 
the  air  was  full  of  lead  and  iron,  and  the  roar 
of  musketry  and  artillery  incessant  The  car- 
nage on  both  sides  was  fearful :  the  men  fighting 
almost  hand  to  hand,  and  with  great  despera- 
tion. 

"  Nothing  could  exceed  the  determined  brave- 
ry of  our  troops;  but  it  was  evident  Emory's 
division  was  fighting  the  whole  Rebel  army. 
Pressed  at  all  points  by  overwhelming  numbers, 
our  line  fell  back  up  the  hill  to  the  16th  corps, 
which  was  concealed  Just  behind  the  crest. 
Taylor's  battery  for  a  time  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

**  General  Smith  made  all  preparations  to  re- 
oeive  the  advancing  foe;  and,  as  the  human  tide 
came  rolling  up  the  hill,  he  looked  quietly  on 
until  the  enemy  were  almost  up  to  the  muzzles 
of  his  guns ;  when  a  sheet  of  flame  flashed  along 
his  lines,  and,  with  the  cra^h  of  ten  thousand 
thunders,  muhket-balls,  mingled  with  grape  and 
caniater,  bwcpt  the  plain  like  a  bes^  of  de- 


struction.    Hundreds  fell  dead  and  dying  before 
that  awAil  fire. 

"  Scarcely  bad  the  seething  lead  left  the  guns 
when  the  word  *  Charge  1 '  was  £^ven,  and  7, 000 
brave  men  precipitated  themselves  upon  the 
shattered  ranks  of  the  enemy.  Emory's  divi- 
sion, which  had  only  yielded  to  superior  num- 
bers, and  remained  unbroken,  now  rushed  for- 
ward and  joined  the  16th  corps,  driving  the  Re- 
bels rapfdly  down  the  hill  to  the  woods,  where 
they  broke  and  fled  in  the  greatest  confusion 
and  dismay. 

"CoL  Benedict,  while  gallantly  leading  his 
brigade  in  the  charge,  fell  dead,  pierced  by  fire 
balls. 

"The  battle  was  fought,  and  the  victory  won. 
Our  troops  followed  the  Bebels  until  night  pat 
an  end  to  the  pursuit 

"  In  the  last  charge,  we  recaptured  Taytor's 
battery,  which  had  been  lost  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  action,  and  retook  two  guns  of  Nim'e 
battenr,  which  had  been  lost  in  ue  battle  of  the 
preceaing  day.  The  10-pounder  Parrott  gun, 
which  the  Rebels  .captured  last  ilUl  at  Carrion 
Crow,  was  also  retaken. 

"Five  hundred  prisoners,  all  the  dead  and 
wounded,  three  battle-standards,  and  a  large 
number  of  small  arms,  fell  into  our  hands. 

**  Our  victorious  army  slept  upon  the  battle- 
field, which  waa  one  of  the  Uoodiest  of  the 
war." 
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Tiniph  here.     The  defeat  is  thns  vir- 
tuallj  confessed. 

But  why  did  Banks  retreat,  when 
his  soldiers  were  eager  to  advance, 
and  efface  the  stinging  recollection 
of  the  blundering  disaster  of  the 
8th  t    He  says  in  his  official  report : ' 

''At  the  close  of  the  engagement,  the  yio- 
torions  party  found  itself  without  rations 
and  water.  To  clear  the  field  for  the  fight, 
the  trfun  had  been  sent  to  the  rear  upon  the 
single  line  of  communication  through  the 
woods,  and  could  not  be  brought  to  the 
front  during  the  night.  There  was  water 
neither  for  man  nor  beast,  except  such  as  the 
now  exhausted  wells  had  afK>rded  during 
the  daj  for  miles  around.  Previous  to  the 
moyement  of  the  armj  from  Natchitoches, 
orders  had  been  given  to  the  transport  fieet, 
with  a  portion  of  the  16th  corps,  under  the 
command  of  Gkn.  Kilbv  Smith,  to  move  up 
the  river,  if  it  was  found  practicable,  to 
some  point  near  Springfield  landing,  with  a 
view  of  effecting  a  junction  with  the  army 
at  that  point  on  the  river.  The  surplus  am- 
munition and  supplies  were  on  board  these 
transports.  It  was  impossible  to  ascertain 
whether  the  fleet  had  been  able  to  reach  the 
point  designated.  The  rapidly  falling  river, 
and  the  increased  difficulties  of  navigation, 
made  it  appear  almost  certain  that  it  would 
not  be  able  to  attain  the  point  proposed. 
A  squadron  of  cavalry,  sent  down  to  the 
river,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Young,  of  the 
engineer  corps,  who  was  thoroughly  ao- 
auainted  with  the  country^  reported,  on  the 
aay  of  the  battle,  that  no  tidings  of  the  fleet 
could  be  obtained  on  the  river;  and  we 
were  compelled  to  assume  that  the  increas- 
ing difficulties  of  navigation  had  prevented 
it,  even  if  disaster  had  not  occurred  from 
the  obstructions  which  the  enemy  had  placed 
in  the  river. 

''These  considerations,  the  absolute  de- 
privation of  water  for  man  or  beast,  the  ex- 
haustion of  rations,  and  the  failure  to  effect 
a  connection  with  the  fleet  on  the  river, 
made  it  necessary  for  the  army,  although 
victorious  in  the  terrible  struggle  through 
which  it  had  just  passed,  to  retreat  to  a 
point  where  it  would  be  certain  of  commu- 
nicating with  the  fleet,  and  where  it  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  reorganization.  The 
shattered  condition  of  the  18th  army  corps 
and  the  cavalry  made  this  indispensable. 
The  wounded  were  gathered  from  the  bat- 
tle-field, placed  in  comfortable  hospitals, 
and  left  under  the  care  of  competent  sur- 
geons and  assistants.  The  dead  remmning 
on  the  field  were,  as  far  as  possible,  buried 
during  the  night.  The  next  day,  medioal 
VOL,  n. — 35 


supnlies  and  providons,  with  competent  at- 
tenaants,  were  sent  in  for  the  sustenance 
of  the  wounded ;  and  at  daybreak  the  army 
reluctantly  fell  back  to  its  position  at  Grand 
Ecore,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating 
with  the  fleet  and  obtaining  supplies;  to 
the  great  disappointment  of  the  troops,  who, 
flushed  with  success,  were  eager  for  another 
fight." 

It  certamly  would  seem  that  the 
impulse  *of  the  soldiers  was,  in  this 
case,  more  trustworthy  than  the  dis^ 
cretion  of  the  General.  For,  the 
want  of  water  was  at  least  as  great 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  as  on  ours, 
and' can  not  have  amounted  to  an 
absolute  drouth  in  a  region  generally 
wooded  and  not  absolutely  flat,  nor 
streamless,  with  Sabine  river  within 
a  day's  march  on  one  flank,  and  Bed 
river  as  near  on  the  other.  It  is 
sqrely  to  be  r^retted  that  our  army,  if 
unable  to  advance,  had  not  moved  by 
the  right  flank  to  Eed  river,  or  simply 
held  its  ground  for  two  or  three  days, 
while  its  wounded  were  sent  away  to 
Grand  Score,  instead  of  being  aban- 
doned to  the  enemy. 

Banks  admits  a  loss  of  18  guns 
only  on  the  8th,  with  125  wagons, 
and  claims  a  gain  of  three  guns  on 
the  9th ;  at  the  close  of  which  day, 
he  reports  that 

"  The  troops  held  in  reserve  moved  for- 
ward at  the  critical  moment,  and  miun- 
tained  our  position,  irom  which  the  enemy 
was  driven  precipitately  and  with  terrible 
destruction  of  life.  He  fled  to  the  woods 
upon  the  right,  and  was  pursued  with  great 
energy  by  the  whole  of  our  forces,  until  it 
was  impossible  in  the  darkness  to  distin- 
guish friend  from  foe.  The  losses  were 
great  on  both  sides;  but  that  of  the  Rebels, 
as  we  could  judge  from  the  appearance  of 
the  battle-field,  more  than  double  our  own.** 

Banks  admits  a  total  loss  of  8,969 
men  in  the  collisions  of  the  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  of  April— 289  kiUed,  1,641 
wounded,  and  2,150  missing,  mostly 
prisoners — and  says  that  we  fought 
and  won  at  Pleasant  Hill  with  15,000 
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against  22,000.  The  simple  fact  that 
Taylor,  and  Pollard  after  him,  with 
Kirby  Smith's  report  of  the  cam- 
paign, are  silent  with  regard  to  the 
Bebel  losses,  is  eloquent  on  this 
point.  ABsmning  Banks's  entire  loss 
during  this  campaign  at  5,000  men, 
it  is  morally  certain  that  he  inflicted 
at  least  equal  loss  on  the  Bebels. 
Eyen  in  guns — counting  those  cap- 
tured with  Fort  de  Russy — ^they  had 
nothing  to  boast  of. 

Still,  the  prestige  of  victory  was 
with  them,  the  mortification  of  high- 
raised,  blasted  hopes,  with  us.  We 
had  xmdertaken  to  crush  the  Bebel 
power  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
had  fitted  out  costly  expeditions — 
naval  as  well  as  military — ^for  that 
end;  and  had  ingloriously  failed. 
Not  only  were  the  Bebels  encour- 
aged by  this,  but  the  timid  and  the 
wavering  Louisianians  and  Texans 
were  attached  to  the  Bebel  (^use; 
while  the  cowering,  silent,  long-ex- 
pectant, heart-sick  Unionists  of  the 
South-west  were  plunged  into  a  new 
abyss  of  bitter  anguish  and  despair. 


Q^n.  Banks  fell  back,  unassailed, 
to  Grand  Ecore;  the  enemy  now 
giving  more  immediate  attention  to 
Porter's  fleet,  which  had  worked  its 
way  slowly  and  laboriously  up  the 
river  to  Springfield  landing ;  where 
the  Bebels  had  sunk  a  large  steam- 
boat across  the  channel  to  arrest  its 
progress.  Just  as  Porter  was  com- 
mencing operations  for  its  removal, 
a  courier  from  Gen.  Banks  brought 
tidings  of  the  reverse  at  Sabine 
Cross-roads,  and  the  recoil  of  our 
army ;  with  directions  to  turn  back ; 
which  were  sadly  obeyed.  The  river 
was  r^narkably  low,  and  still  fall- 


ing; the  difficulty  of  navigating  it 
with  our  lighter  gunboats  and  trans- 
ports almost  insuperable;  and  now 
the  enemy  commenced  annoying  us 
at  every  bend  and  from  every  covert ; 
the  banks  being  often  so  high  that 
their  sharp-shooters  could  with  per- 
fect impunity  fire  over  them  at  the 
men  hard  at  work  on  the  decks  of 
our  vessels,  getting  them  over  the 
numerous  shoals  and  bars.  The  first 
attack  was  made  at  a  point  caUed 
Coushatta;  aft;er  that,  Harrison,  with 
1,900  cavalry,  and  4  guns,  persistently 
annoyed  us:  our  vessels  making  at 
best  but  30  miles  per  day ;  and  com- 
pelled to  tie  up  at  night,  which  ena- 
bled him  easily  to  keep  up  with  them. 
At  length,'*  a  more  determined  attack 
was  made  from  the  right  or  south 
bank,  by  2,000  infantry  (Texans) 
with  2  guns,  led  by  Gen.  Tom  Green, 
whose  head  was  blown  offhj  a  shell 
and  one  of  his  guns  disabled,  before 
his  men  could  be  quieted.  Never 
was  attack  more  reckless  than  that 
made  by  his  inftiriated,  rum-crazed 
followers,  who  fancied  that  they  could 
carry  gunboats  in  that  narrow,  crook- 
ed channel,  by  infantry  charges ;  and 
would  not  be  undeceived  until  the 
Lexington,  Lt.  G.  M.  Bache,  got  them 
under  a  raking  fire  of  canister,  which 
soon  strewed  the  bank  for  a  mile  with 
their  bodies.  Porter  reports  their 
loss  here  at  500.  BUby  Smith's  land 
force  of  course  cooperated  with  the 
gunboats  in  the  contest.  The  lesson 
was  so  impressive  that  6,000  Bebels, 
who  were  hastening  to  intercept  the 
fieet  at  a  point  below,  concluded,  on 
hearing  of  it,  to  defer  the  enterprisa 
Meantime,  our  fieet  pursued  its  ar« 
duous  voyage  till,  at  Compte,"  seve- 
ral being  hopelessly  aground,  Porter 
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hastened  down  to  Gen.  Banks,  at 
Grand  Ecore,  six  miles  below ;  when 
troops  were  sent  up  to  their  relief; 
and  they  were  brought  down  with- 
out further  annoyance. 

At  Grand  Ecore,  Porter  found 
most  of  his  larger  vessels  aground — 
several  of  them  drawing  a  foot  more 
water  than  there  was  qn  the  bar  at 
that  point  While  he  was  getting 
them  over,  the  Eastport,  which  had 
gone  eight  miles  farther  down,  was 
sunk;  and  several  days'  hard  work 
were  required  to  stop  her  leaks, 
pump  her  out,  and  get  her  afloat 
again.  By  this  time,  Banks  had 
concluded  to  continue  his  retreat  to 
Alexandria  and  below — the  return 
of  Smith's  force  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi  being  imperatively 
required — ^and  six  days  were  con- 
sumed **  after  the  Eastport  was  afloat 
in  arduous  efforts  to  get  her  to  Alex- 
andria, she  running  fast  aground 
eight  times  by  the  way.  At  last — 
Banks's  army  being  now  60  miles 
ahead,  the  Eastport  having  be^i 
divested  of  her  guns  to  induce  her 
to  float,  and  only  three  of  the  lighter 
gunboats  left  to  convoy  her — she 
went  hard  aground  again,  when 
scarcely  thirty  miles  below  Grand 
Ecore,  and  could  not  be  got  afloat ; 
whereon  Porter  relactantly  gave  the 
order  for  her  destruction — Lt.  Oom'g 
Phelps  being  the  last  to  leave  her, 
after  applying  a  match  to  the  train 
whereby  die  was  blown  up,  set  on 
fire,  and  completely  demolished.  At 
this  ihoment,  1,200  Bebels,  on  the 
right  bank,  made  a  rush  to  board  the 
Cricket,  which  stood  out  from  the 
bank  and  opened  on  them  with 
grape  and  canister,  while  the  Fort 
Hindman  and  another  gunboat  ob- 


tained a  cross-fire  on  them,  and  in 
five  minutes  there  was  not  a  Bebel 
in  sight ;  nor  did  they  again  make 
their  appearance  till  our  boats  had 
reached  Cane  river,  20  miles  below ; 
when,  on  rounding  a  point,  they 
were  saluted  firom  the  right  bank  by 
18  Rebel  guns. 

The  Cricket,  acting  Master  H.  H. 
Gtorringej  was  ahead,  and  received 
every  shot  from  the  Rebel  battery ; 
most  of  them  going  through  her. 
Her  after  gun  was  struck  by  a  shell 
and  disabled;  every  gunner  being 
killed  or  wounded.  At  that  momen^ 
another  shell  exploded  by  her  for- 
ward gun,  sweeping  off  every  gunner, 
and,  entering  tiiie  fire-room,  left  but 
one  man  there  unwounded.  Her 
decks  had  by  this  time  been  de- 
serted. But  Adm.  Porter,  who  was 
on  board,  took  command,  improvis- 
ing gunners  from  the  negroes  on 
board,  put  an  assistant  in  place  of 
the  chief  engineer,  who  had  been 
kiUed,  stepped  to  the  pilot-house, 
where  one  of  the  pilots  had  been 
wounded,  and  ordered  her  run  by 
the  battery ;  and  it  was  done,  under 
a  terrible  fire. 

Admiral  Porter  now  attempted  to 
head  her  up  stream ;  but  this  proved 
impracticable:  so  he  let  her  drift 
around  the  point,  so  that  he  could, 
with  his  two  still  serviceable  guns, 
shell  the  Rebel  battery  in  the  rear. 
In  the  disturbance  thus  occasioned, 
the  light-draft  Juliet  and  pump-boat 
Champion,  lashed  together,  were 
enabled  to  escape  from  under  the 
bank  where  they  had  helplessly 
drifted — out  of  the  Rebel  fire — the 
Juliet  having  been  disabled  and  had 
her  steam-pipe  cut  by  the  Rebel  balls. 
The    Hindman,    from    above,  now 
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joining  the  Cricket  below  in  enfilad- 
ing the  enemy's  battery,  the  Cham- 
pion waa  enabled  to  tow  the  Juliet 
to  a  place  of  comparative  safety. 

Still,  the  Hindman  dared  not  at- 
tempt to  pass:  BO  Porter,  in  the 
Cricket,  ran  down  three  or  four 
miles  to  a  point  where  he  had  di- 
rected two  iron-clads  from  below  to 
meet  him ;  getting  aground  by  the 
way,  and  losing  three  hours  in  get- 
ting afloat  again.  He  reached  the 
appointed  rendezvous  after  dark; 
finding  there  the  iron-clad  Osage 
fighting  a  Kebel  field-battery  on 
shore,  at  which  the  Lexington  had 
been  firing  also ;  having  been  hulled 
fifteen  times,  but  had  only  one  man 
killed.  Darkness  now  fell;  and  it 
waa  impossible  to  retiun  to  the 
Hindman ;  which,  however,  ran  the 
battery  above,  having  her  wheel- 
ropes  .cut  away  by  their  shot,  and 
hence  whirling  around  as  she  drifted 
by,  being  badly  cut  up  in  the  pro- 
cess. The  Juliet  likewise  got  by, 
badly  damaged,  with  15  of  Tier  crew 
killed  or  wounded ;  while  the  Cricket 
had  been  hulled  88  times  and  had  25 
disabled — ^half  her  crew.  The  Hind- 
man had  3  killed  and  4  wounded. 
The  Champion  was  disabled,  set  on 
fire,  and  destroyed. 

No  further  annoyance  was  experi- 
enced in  reaching  Alexandria.  Ad- 
miral Porter  estimates  that  he  had 
killed  and  wounded  at  least  600  of 
the  Rebels  on  his  way  down;  while  his 
own  loss  was  less  than  100.  The  loss 
of  Gen.  Green  was  severely  felt  by  the 
enemy.  Porter  attributes  his  reverses 
to  the  low  state  of  the  river ;  saying : 

"  I  con  not  blame  myself  for  coming  np 
at  the  only  season  when  the  river  rises. 
All  the  [other]  rivers  are  fall  and  rising ; 
bat  Red  river  is  falling  at  the  rate  of  two 


inches  per  day — a  most  onasaal  ooear- 
rence — tnis  river  being  always  fall  tiU  the 
middle  of  Jane.** 

It  was  reported  that  ihe  Eebels  had 
induced  th^  anomaly,  by  damming 
the  outlets  of  several  of  the  quite 
capacious  lakes  which  discharge  into 
this  river.        

Gen.  Banks  remained  at  Grand 
Ecore  till  the  fleet  was  well  on  its 
way  below;  meantime,  the  Bebel 
General  Bee,  with  some  8,000  men 
and  16  guns,  had  taken  a  strong  po- 
sition at  the  crossing  of  Oane  river, 
40  miles  below,  and,  with  the  river 
on  one  hand  and  an  impenetrable 
swamp  on  the  other,  expected  to  stop 
here  our  army ;  which,  when  it  should 
be  deeply  involved  in  front,  the  rest 
of  the  Bebel  army  was  to  strike  in 
flank  and  rear.  Banks,  apprised  of 
this  arrangement,  moved  suddenly  at 
daybreak"  from  Grand  Ecore, march- 
ing his  army  nearly  the  whole40  miles, 
before  halting  for  the  night,  so  as  to 
strikeBeeunezpectedlynextmoming. 

Arrived  at  the  river,"  Emory,  with 
his  1st  division,  menaced  the  enemy 
directly  in  front ;  while  Qen.  H.  W. 
Birge,  with  his  own  brigade  and 
Col.  Francis  Fessenden's  of  the  19th 
(Franklin's)  corps,  moving  three  mileB 
up  stream,  flanked  the  Bebel  position, 
striking  heavily  on  its  right;  the 
charge  being  led  with  great  gallantry 
by  Col.  Fessenden,  who  was  here 
severely  wounded.  The  movement 
was  a  complete  success :  the  worsted 
Bebels  abandoning  their  position  and 
retreating  in  disorder,  on  the  Fort 
Jessup  road,  leading  south-westward 
into  Texas.  Of  course,  the  attack  on 
Kilby  Smith,  covering  our  rear,  fill- 
ed also ;  the  Bebel  dbarge  being  re- 
pulsed, and  not  renewed.  Mowers 
(16th)  corps  Was  in  line  on  Kilby 
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Smith's  right,  but  had  no  chance  to 
fight  Our  loBS  here  at  the  front  was 
200 :  E^ilby  Smith's,  at  the  rear,  was 
only  50.  The  enemy's  must  have 
been  greater." 

Here— as  the  return  of  Gen.  Smith's 
force  to  its  proper  department  had 
long  since  been  demanded,  and  was 
now  imperatively  insisted  on — a  far- 
ther retreat  was  deemed  inevitable ; 
and  *the  river  was  now  so  low  that 
the  fleet  could  not  be  got  over  the 
falls.  For  a  time,  its  destruction 
seemed  imminent ;  but  Lt-CoL  Jo- 
seph Bailey,  engineer  of  the  19th 
corps,  had  foreseen  this  difficulty, 
and,  on  the  battle-field  of  Pleasant 
Hill,  while  our  troops  awaited  the 
Bebel  onset,  had  su^ested  to  Gen. 
Franklin  a  means  of  overcoming  it. 
Franklin  approved  the  project;  so 
did  Banks,  when  it  was  imparted  to 
him;  but  Admiral  Porter  evinced 
no  faith  or  interest  in  it  till  some 
time  afterward.  But  Banks's  official 
sanction  was  sufficient ;  so  Bailey  set 
to  work,*^  and  soon  had  a  main  dam 
of  timber  and  stone  constructed  across 
the  channel  of  the  river — ^^ere  758  feet 
wide,  4  to  6  deep,  and  running  at  the 
rate  of  10  miles  per  hour — a  little  be- 
low the  faU,  whereby  the  depth  of  wa- 
ter in  the  main  channel  on  the  rapid 
was  increased  over  five  feet.  Eight  or 
nine  days'  work  of  many  willing 
hands  had  nearly  completed  this  dam, 
and  had  rendered  the  falls  passable 
by  our  largest  boats  above  them, 
when  the  impetuous  current  swept " 
away  a  part  of  it ;  whereupon,  the 
Admiral — (who  had  several  of  his 
gunboats  at  the  head,  preparing  to 
make  the  passage,  and  might  have 
had  them  taken  down) — on  rising 


next  day,  rode  up  and  ordered  the 
Lexington  to  be  sent  down  before 
the  water — by  this  time  considerably 
lower — should  have  fallen  too  far; 
and  this  was  obeyed  with  entire  suc- 
cess. The  gunboat  took  the  chute 
without  a  balk,  and  then  rushed  like 
an  arrow  through  the  narrow  aper- 
ture in  the  lower  dam ;  pitched  down 
the  roaring  torrent ;  hung  for  a  mo- 
ment on  the  rocks  below ;  and  was 
then  swept  on  into  deep  water,  when 
she  rounded  gracefully  to  the  bank, 
amid  the  thunderous  cheer  of  thirty 
thousand  loyal  voices.  She  had  re- 
ceived no  damage  whatever. 

Porter,  apprehensive  that  he  had 
seen  the  last  of  dam-building,  ordeiv 
ed  the  Neosho  to  follow  directly; 
her  hatches  being  battened  down, 
and  every  precaution  taken  to  in- 
sure her  safe  descent.  But  her  pi- 
lot lost  heart  as  he  neared  the  leap, 
and  stopped  her  engine ;  so  that  for 
a  moment  her  hull  was  submerged 
by  the  current.  She  rose  directly, 
however,  and  was  swept  along  to 
safety  with  only  one  hole  knocked 
through  her  bottom,  which  was  stop- 
ped the  next  hour ;  the  Hindman  and 
Osage  following  her  without  acci- 
dent or  damage.  In  fact,  two  sunk- 
en coal-boats,  forming  part  of  the 
dam,  whose  loss  had  been  deplored, 
had  only  been  forced  around  nearly  ^ 
parallel  to  the  current,  so  as  to  form 
a  buflTer  or  cushion,  whereby  our  ves- 
sels were  prevented  from  running  on 
ugly  rocks  which  might  have  proved 
their  destruction. 

The  deeper  gunboats  were  still 
above.  But  Bailey  now  renewed  his 
effi>rt8,  with  our  whole  army  as  his 
free-handed  assistants ;  and,  in  three 


**IQlb7  8mithte8tifles: 

"  We  took  many  prisoDera,  aH  of  whom  re- 
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days  more^  liad  constnicted  Beveral 
wing-damB,  direcUj  at  tlie  head  of 
the  faUs,  raifiing  the  water  on  the 
rapids  over  a  foot  additional;  and, 
in  three  dajB  more/*  the  gunboats 
Mound  City,  Carondelet,  Pittsburg, 
Ozark,  Louisville,  Chilieothe,  and 
two  tugs,  had  successively  passed  tHe 
falls  and  the  dams,  with  the  loss  of 
one  man  swept  overboard  and  two  or 
three  rudders  unshipped,  were  coaled 
and  moving  down  the  river,  convoy- 
ing the  transports — ^the  back-water 
from  the  swollen  Mississippi  (150 
miles  distant)  enabling  them  to  pass 
all  the  bars  below  without  delay  or 
difficulty. 

Ere  this,  the  gunboats  Signal  and 
Covington,  with  the  transport  War- 
ner, steaming  down  the  river  in  fan- 
cied security,  were  fired  on,  soon 
after  daybreak,"  at  Dunn's  bayou, 
30  miles  below  Alexandria,  by  a 
large  Bebel  force,  and  thoroughly 
riddled;  the  Covington  being  aban- 
doned and  burned ;  while  the  Signal 
and  Warner  were  compelled  to  sur- 
render. There  were  some  400  sol- 
diers on  board  of  these  vessels,  in- 
cluding Col.  Sharp,  156th  K  York, 
and  Col.  Raynor,  129th  Illinois,  of 
whom  150  were  captured,  and  per- 
haps 100  more  killed  or  wounded. 
The  residue  took  the  shore,  and  es- 
caped as  best  they  could.  Soon  after- 
ward, the  City  Belle,  transport,  con- 
veying the  120th  Ohio,  425  strong,  up 
to  Alexandria,  was  likewise  captured ; 
only  200  of  the  soldiers  escaping. 

Gen.  McClemand,  with  the  larger 
portion  of  our  forces  who  had  for 
months  held  the  island  posts  on  the 
coast  of  Western  Texas,  having 
evacuated  those  posts  by  order  of 


Gen.  Ghrant,  arrived  at  Alexandria** 
soon  aftier  the  return  of  our  army 
to  that  point.  Gen.  Fitz  Henry 
Warren,  who  had  been  left  in  com- 
mand at  Matagorda  bay,  with  the 
remainder  of  those  forces,  evacuated, 
soon  aftierward,  all  our  posts  on  the 
coast  of  Texas  save  those  on  the  Bio 
Grande,  and  came  around  to  reen- 
force  Gen.  Banks ;  but  was  stopped 
by  formidable  Eebel  batteries  at 
Marksville,  on  the  Bed  river,  when 
he  fell  back  to  Fort  de  Bussy  and 
strengthened  that  post. 

Banks,  upon  reaching  Alexandria 
from  above,  had  found*  there  Gen. 
Hunter,  with  reiterated  orders  from 
Grant  to  bring  his  Shreveport  cam- 
paign to  a  close  without  delay. 
Banks  sent  Hunter  back  *•  with  dis- 
patches, stating  that  the  fleet  was 
above  the  falls,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  left  there  to  the  enemy,  nor  yet 
brought  over  without  serious,  pro- 
tracted effort  on  the  part  of  the 
army.  Tet,  before  the  dams  were 
completed  and  the  gunboats  reUeved 
from  their  peril,  Banks  was  flavored 
with  a  fredi  dispatch"  from  Hal- 
leck,  saying : 

^^  Lieut-G^n.  Grant  directs  that  orders 
heretofore  given  be  so  modified  that  no 
troops  be  withdrawn  from  operstioas 
against  Shreveport  and  on  Red  riyer,  and 
that  operatioDB  there  be  continued,  under 
the  officer  in  command,  until  fbrther 
orders." 

Two  weeks  earlier,  this,  with  pe^ 
mission  to  retain  Smith's  ooijMy 
would  have  been  most  welcome. 
But,  before  it  came  to  hand,  the 
Rebek  had  control  of  the  river  be- 
low as  well  as  above  Alexandria,  and 
a  renewal  of  the  campaign  wtf 
judged  impracticable. 

Gen.  Banks  evacuated  Alexandm 
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GuxrnltaneoTifilj  with  the  departure 
of  the  fleet ;  Btrildng  for  SunmBpoort, 
on  the  Atchafalaja.  That  morning, 
a  Are  broke  out  in  a  building  on  the 
leree  which  had  been  occupied  by 
soldiers  or  refugees ;  and,  in  spite  of 
the  most  determined  eflbrts  by  our 
men,  a  high  wind  and  the  proximity 
of  inflammable  substances  insured 
the  destruction  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  buildings.  Gen.  Banks 
had  i^prehended  such  a  disaster,  and 
had  directed  Gen.  Grover,  post  com- 
mandant, to  take  precautions  against 
it ;  but  tiiey  proved  unavailing.  It 
is  of  course  probable  that  some  evil- 
disposed  person  or  persons  purposely 
started  the  fire. 

On  the  march  to  Sinmisport,  a 
"  Eebel  cavalry  force  was  encountered 
just  at  daybreak  "*  at  Mansura,  near 
Marksville,  by  our  advance,  and 
pushed  steadily  back  across  the  open 
piairie  to  the  woods  beyond ;  where 
a  stand  was  made  for  three  hours — 
tiie  fighting  being  mainly  by  skir- 
mishers and  artillery — ^until  our 
main  body  had  come  up,  and  G^n. 
Emory  on  our  right  and  Gen.  A.  J. 
Smith  on  our  left  had  flanked  the 
foe's  position,  when,  after  a  sharp  but 
brief  stamggle,  he  was  driven,  with 
consid^^ble  loss — ^we  Irecapturing  a 
part  of  the  prisoners  taken  with  our 
vessels  on  the  river  ten  or  twelve 
days  before.  No  farther  resist- 
ance being  encountered,  our  advance 
reached  Bimmsport  that  evening. 

The  Atchafalaya  is  here  600  yards 
wide,  quite  deep,  and  no  ordinary 
bridge  material  at  hand.  Under 
OoL  Bailey's  direction,  a  bridge  was 
constructed  of  steamboats  in  two 
days  and  a  half;  the  wagon-train 
passing  over  it  during  the  afternoon 


of  May  19th.  As  it  did  so,  our  rear 
at  Tdlow  bayou  was  assailed  by  a 
Bebel  force  under  Prince  Polignac, 
whom  A.  J.  Smith  beat  off,  inflicting 
a  heavy  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  Our  loss  was  150  killed 
and  wounded.  The  passage  of  the 
Atchafalaya  was  completed  next 
day;  and — Gen.  Canby,  having  ap- 
peared as  commander  of  the  trans- 
Mississippi  department — Gen.  Banks 
turned  over  the  army  to  him  and 
hastened  to  New  Orleans.  G^n.  A. 
J.  Smith  returned  hence  to  his  own 
department  with  Ids  scnnewhat  de- 
pleted command.  On  his  way  up 
the  Mississippi,  he  landed**  at  Sunny- 
side,  in  the  south-eastern  comer  of 
Arkansas,  and  attacked,  near  Colum- 
bia, a  Bebel  force  estimated  at  8,000, 
said  to  be  under  command  of  Mar- 
maduke,  strongly  posted  across  a 
bayou  emptying  into  Lake  Chicot, 
who  were  worsted  and  driven,  re- 
treating westward.  Our  loss  here 
was  20  killed,  70  wounded;  that  rf 
the  enemy  about  the  same. 

Gen.  Banks's  movement  on  Simms- 
port  having  loosened  the  Bebel  hold 
on  the  river  at  Maiksville,  Admiral 
Porter  encountered  no  farther  resist- 
ance; but  moved  down  the  Bed 
nearly  parallel  with  the  army,  and 
resumed  his  patrol  of  the  Mississippi 


Much  odium  was  excited  by  the 
circumstance  that  sundry  cotton  spe- 
culators visited  Alexandria  during 
its  occupation  by  our  forces,  armed 
with  permits  from  the  President  or 
the  Treasuiy  department;  so  that 
the  campaign  wore  the  aspect  of  a 
gigantic  cotton  raid,  prosecuted  at 
the  expense  of  the  country  for  the 
benefit  of  individuals.    Gen.  Banks 
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was  nowise  implicated  in  these  sor- 
did operations ;  not  so  Admiral  Por- 
ter.*^ He,  nnlike  Banks,  had  been  an 
original  advocate  of  the  advance  on 
Shreveport.  He  had  signalized  his 
movement  np  Red  river  by  a  procla- 
mation or  order  claiming  for  the  fleet 
— that  is,  in  good  part,  for  himself — 
all  the  cotton  within  a  league  of  that 
river  as  lawful  prize  of  war.  And, 
while  our  army  was  hard  at  work  to 
get  his  gunboats  over  the  falls  on  his 
return,  Government  wagons  were 
engaged  in  bringing  in  cotton  from 
the  adjacent  plantations,  to  load 
transports  that  might  far  better  have 
been  used  to  bring  away  the  loyal 
people  of  Alexandria,  who  were  left 
defenseless  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
returning  Rebels. 


Gen.  Steele  moved"  southward 
from  Little  Rock  with  7,000  men, 
almost  simultaneously  with  Banks's 
advance  to  Alexandria ;  Gen.  Thay- 
er, with  the  Army  of  the  Frontier, 
possibly  5,000  strong,  having  left 
Fort  Smith  the  day  previous,  expect- 
ing to  join  him  at  Arkadelphia ; 
while  CoL  Clayton,  with  a  small 
force,  advanced  from  Pine  BluflF  on 
Steele's  left.  Heavy  rains,  bad  roads, 
swollen  streams,  and  the  absence  of 
bridges,  impeded  movements  and  de- 
ranged calculations  on  all  hands ;  so 
that  Steele,  after  waiting  two  days 
at  Arkadelphia,  pressed  on  "  without 
him.  Since  it  crossed  the  Saline, 
the  Rebel  cavalry,  under  Marmaduke 
and  Shelby,  had  skirmished  sharply 
with  our  advance ;  and  attempts  to 
stop  it  at  river-crossings  and  other 
'  difficult  passes  were  oft;en  made,  but 
generally  baffled  by  flanking.    Ster- 


ling Price,  witb  a  considerable  force 
of  Rebel  infantry,  barred  Steele's 
way  "  at  Prairie  d'Anne ;  and  an  ar- 
tillery flght  was  kept  up  for  some 
hours,  till  darkness  closed  it ;  when 
the  enemy  attempted  to  capture  our 
guns  by  a  rush,  but  was  repulsed, 
with  loss ;  and  thereupon  retreated  to 
Washington,  on  the  upper  course  of 
Red  river.** 

By  this  time,  there  were  rumors  in 
the  air  that  Banks  had  been  defeated 
in  Upper  Louisiana  and  ccmipelled 
to  retreat;  rumors  which  prisoners 
and  Steele's  spies  soon  corroborated* 
Instead  of  following  Price,  therefore, 
Steele  turned  sharply  to  the  left,  and 
marched  into  Camden  ;**  the  eaemy, 
when  too  late,  endeavoring  to  get 
there  before  him. 

While  waiting  here,  the  tidings  of 
Banks's  reverses  were  amply  con- 
firmed ;  whereupon,  the  activity  and 
daring  of  the  enemy  were  of  course 
redoubled.  First,  a  train  sent  out 
16  miles  west  for  forage  was  attacked 
and  captured ;  **  with  a  loss  on  our 
part  of  250  men  and  4  guns ;  next, 
a  supply  train  of  240  wagons,  which 
had  arrived"  from  Pine  Blulf,  and, 
after  being  unloaded,  had  been  dis- 
patched "  on  its  return,  guarded  by 
Lt.-Col.  Drake,  36th  Iowa,  with  the 
2d  brigade  of  Gen.  Salomon's  divi- 
sion, was  assailed  next  day,  when  13 
miles  out,  by  Shelby's  cavalry,  which 
it  easily  beat  off,  camping  for  the 
night  6  miles  farther  on  its  way ;  mak- 
ing, by  great  exertion,  22  miles  next 
day;  having  to  corduroy  the  road 
much  of  the  distance. 

Next  morning,**  while  with  diffi- 
culty making  its  way  through  a 
swamp  four  miles  long,  its  advance 


**  Pollard  sajB  P6rter  was  already  known 
(among  Rebels)  aa  preemineutl/  "  the  thief  of 
the  MlaaiBsippi.*' 
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was  attacked,  as  it  debouched  at 
Mabks's  Mill,  by  Gen.  Fagan's  Be- 
bel  division,  said  to  be  6,000  strong, 
while  most  of  onr  men  were  still 
making  their  way  through  the  swamp 
with  the  wagons.  A  desperate  but 
most  xmequal  fight  ensued,  in  which 
the  43d  Indiana  and  36th  Iowa  did 
all  that  men  could  do  when  con- 
fronted by  several  times  their  num- 
ber ;  Drake  making  superhuman  ef- 
forts, and  being  everywhere  at  the 
point  of  greatest  danger,  until  mor- 
tally wounded.  By  this  time,  the 
enemy  had  been  enabled  to  interpose 
a  strong  force  between  our  advance, 
thus  engaged,  and  the  77th  Ohio, 
guarding  our  rear;  when — nearly 
one-fourth  of  our  men  being  killed 
and  wounded — ^the  residue  surren- 
dered. The  77th,  when  assailed  in 
its  turn,  of  course  did  the'same.  Some 
of  our  wagons  were  destroyed ;  but 
most  of  them  were  captui^  The 
Bebel  loss  in  this  engagement  was 
estimated  by  our  men  (probably  much 
too  high)  at  1,000.  Our  own  killed 
and  wounded  were  fully  250.  Our 
soldiers  here  captured  were  started 
southward  at  6  p.  m.,  and  compelled 
to  march  52  miles  without  food  or 
rest  within  the  next  24  hours.  They 
reached  their  destination — the  prison- 
camp  at  Tyler,  Texas-— on  the  15th 
of  May.  The  negro  servants  of  our 
oflScers  were  shot  down  in  cold  blood 
after  the  surrender. 

Steele,  still  at  Oamden,  was  soon 
apprised  of  this  disaster,  and  r^arded 
it  as  a  notice  to  quit.  By  daylight 
of  the  27th,  his  army  was  across  the 
Washita  and  in  full  retreat,  amid 
constant  rains,  over  horrible  roads, 
with  the  Bebel  cavalry  busy  on 
every  side.     At  Jenkins's   Ferby 


(crossing  of  the  Saline)^  he  was  as- 
sailed in  great  force  by  the  Bebels, 
now  led  by  Kirby  Smith  in  person. 
Our  men  had  been  working  in  mud 
and  rain  throughout  the  night,  get- 
ting their  pontoons  laid  and  their 
trains  across,  having  had  little  or 
nothing  to  eat  since  they  left  Cam- 
den, when,  at  daybreak,  the  enemy 
rushed  upon  them.' 

The  river  bottom  is  here  densely 
wooded,  which  gave  a  great  advan- 
tage to  the  defensive.  It  was  sod- 
den and  trodden  into  deep  mire,  over 
which  guns  could  not  be  moved  un- 
less on  corduroy  roads,  and  into 
which  the  combatants  sank  at  every 
step.  The  tliin  brigades  of  Cols. 
Engelmann  and  S.  A.  Bice  had  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  the  enemy's  attack ; 
the  disparity  in  numbers  being  enor- 
mous. Part  of  our  army  was  already 
across  the  river,  and  could  with  diffi- 
culty be  brought  back. 

The  33d  Iowa,  Col.  Mackay,  cover- 
ing the  rear,  was  first  impetuously 
attacked  and  pressed  in,  though  the 
50th  Indiana  had  advanced  to  its 
support  These  fell  back  behind  the 
9th  Wisconsin  and  29th  Iowa,  which 
were  in  turn  fiercely  assailed ;  and  it 
became  necessary  to  order  up  all  our 
troops  south  of  the  river  to  their  sup- 
port. Brig.-Gten.  Bice  was  in  im- 
mediate command.  Three  several 
attacks,  with  different  divisions  in 
front,  were  made  on  our  steadfast 
heroes,  who  repelled  each  with  great 
slaughter.  Our  right  fiank  being 
threatened,  the  43d  Illinois  and  part 
of  the  40di  Iowa  were  ordered  to 
cross  a  swollen,  muddy  tributary, 
known  as  Cox's  creek,  into  which 
they  plunged  with  a  shout,  dashed 
across,  and  drove  off  the  enemy. 
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The  last  grand  attack  was  made  on 
our  left  and  left  center,  and  succeeded 
in  turning  our  extreme  left,  held  by 
the  83d  Iowa,  whose  ammunition 
had,  for  a  second  time,  become  ex- 
hausted. Four  companies  of  the  40th 
Iowa,  under  OoL  Garrett,  rushed  to 
its  support,  and,  forming  under  a 
withering  fire,  restored  the  line; 
which  now  advanced  along  its  entire 
front  a  full  half-mile,  driving  the 
enemy  steadily  for  an  hour,  passing 
over  their  dead  and  wounded. 
When,  at  noon,  their  repulse  was  com- 
plete, our  army  drew  off,  by  order, 
and  filed  across  the  bridge. 

This  was  a  combat  of  infantry 
alone.  We  had  one  section  of  a  bat- 
tery on  the  field,  but  could  not  use 
it  A  section  of  a  Bebel  batt^  i^ 
peared  and  fired  one  round,  when 
the  SMth  Iowa  and  2d  Kansas  charged 
across  the  field,  and  brought  away 
the  guns. 

When  all  was  over,  and  our  men 
had  crossed  the  river,  Kirby  Smith 
sent  a  flag  of  truce ;.  but,  finding  only 
a  burial-party,  instead  of  an  army, 
he  made  haste  to  capture  these  and 
claim  a  victory. 

Our  loss  in  this  brilliant  struggle 
was  700  kiUed  and  wounded;  that 
of  the  enemy  was  said  to  be  2,800, 
including  three  Generals. 

Fagan  was  reported  between  our 
army  and  Little  Bock,  compelling 
rapid  movements  on  Steele's  part  to 
save  our  d^p6ts  at  that  city;  while 
the  roads  were  unfathomable.  Our 
soldiers  had  coffee  and  whatever  else 
they  could  pick  up ;  which  was  not 
much.  Our  animals  had  been  star- 
ving for  days,  and  were  unaUe  to 
draw  our  wagons;  which,  except  one 
for  each  brigade,  Stede  ordered  to 


be  destroyed.  And  so,  bridging 
streams,  corduroying  swamps,  and 
dragging  guns  and  caissons  over 
them,  our  army  plodded  its  wearj, 
famished  way  toward  the  capital 
it  had  left  so  proudly;  being  met 
at  length  by  a  supply  train,  which 
passed  down  the  road,  throwing  out 
"  hard-tack  *'  in  proftwion— our  men 
scrambling  for  it  in  the  mud,  and 
devouring  it  with  keen  voracity. 
Steele  entered  Little  Bock  May  3d. 


late  in  June,  Shelby  crossed  the 
Arkansas  eastward  of  Little  Bock, 
pushing  northward  to  the  White, 
near  its  mouth ;  and  was  met  ^^nesr 
St.  Oharies  by  four  raiments  under 
G^n.  Oarr,  who  worsted  him,  taking 
200  prisoners.  Our  loss  here  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  200;  that 
of  the  Bebels  was  estimated  by  onr 
officeiB  at  600.  Marmaduke  soon 
aj^roaching  witli  reenforcements  for 
Shelby,  Oarr  fell  hoA  on  Olarendon, 
20  miles  below  Duvall's  blu£^  where 
he  also  was  reenfOTced;  when  the 
enemy  retreated  southwaid. 

There  were,  of  oouise,  a  good 
•many  partisan  encounters  and  raidB 
during  the  Sununer;  in  oneof  which 
a  Union  scouting  party,  under  Cap! 
Jug,  dashed  ^  into  Benton  and  killed 
Brig.-Oen.  Oeo.M  Holt;  in  another, 
Ool.  W.  S.  Broob  66ih  U.  S.  colored, 
moving  out  fixmi  Helena  with  400 
men,  was  attacked^*  on  Big  creek bj 
Gen.  Dobbins,  with  a  superior  Bebel 
force,  and  would  have  been  worsted, 
had  not  Maj.  Oarmichael,  who  was 
on  a  steamboat  going  down  the 
Mississippi,  with  150  of  the  15th 
HUnois  cavalry,  heard  the  persistcait 
cannon-firing  and  resolved  to  investi- 
gate the  matter.    Brooks  had  hdd 
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big  grotind  stubbornly  for  hours, 
but  gained  no  advantage ;  and  t)ob- 
bins  was  just  f(»ining  his  men  for  a 
decisive  charge,  when  Carmichael 
charged  through  them  and  joined 
'  Brooks ;  when  our  men  assumed  the 
oflFensive.  Unhappily,  Col.  Brooks 
was  killed,  with  Capt  LembkS,  of 
his  batteiy,  Adj.  Pra4i;,  and  Surgeon 
Stoddard :  so  our  forpes  fell  back  to 
Helena,  followed  part  way  by  Dob- 
bins, but  not  again  attacked.  Our 
loss  in  this  a£Bur  was  50 ;  that  of  the 
enemy  was  reported  at  150. 

Kext  day,  at  the  other  side  of  the 
State,  Gen.  Gano,  with  1,500  Bebels, 
surprised  an  outpost  of  Fort  Smith, 
held  by  Capt,  MeflFord,  with  200  of 
the  5th  Kansas,  whom  he  captured, 
with  82  of  his  men,  after  we  had  lost 
10  killed,  15  wounded,  to  12  killed, 
20  wounded  of  the  enemy.  Gano, 
of  course,  got  away  before  he  could 
be  reached  from  Fort  Smith. 

Kext  month,  Shelby,  with  some 
2,000  men,  struck  **  the  line  of  rail- 
road between  Durall's  bluff  andlittle 
Bock,  capturing  most  of  the  54th 
Illinois,  who  were  guarding  three 
stations.  CoL  Mitchell  was  reported 
among  the  killed. 

Steele's  advance  to  and  papture  of 
Little  Bock  the  preceding  Autumn, 
with  the  fEtilure  of  the  Bebels  even 
to  attempt  its  recovery,  had  been 
accepted  by  the  Unionists  of  Arkan- 
sas as  conclusive  of  the  inability  of 
the  foe  to  r^ain  their  lost  ascen- 
dency in  their  StatQ.  Accordingly, 
a  Union  meeting  of  citizens  was 
held  at  Little  Bock,"  followed  by 
others;  and,  ultimately,  a  Union 
State  Constitutional  Convention  had 
been  assembled :  ^  wherein  42  out  of 


the  64  counties  were  represented. 
This  Convention  had  framed  a  new 
Constitution,  whereby  Slavery  was 
forever  prohibited.  Dr.  Isaac  Mur- 
phy— ^the  only  member  of  the  Con- 
vention of  1861  who  had  held  out  to 
the  last  against  Secession — had  been 
designated  Provisional  Governor, 
and  duly  inaugurated,"  with  C.  C. 
Bliss,  Lieut-Govemor,  and  B.  J.  T. 
White,  Secretary  of  State.  This 
Constitution  was  submitted  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  and  ratified  "  by  12,177 
votes  for,  to  226  against  it.  State 
officers,  three  members  of  Congress, 
a  Legislature,  and  local  officers,  were 
at  the  same  time  elected.  The  Leg- 
islature met,  and  elected"  U.  S. 
Senators.  The  Uniomsts  had  fondly 
supposed  every  thing  ^  restored '  that 
should  be,  so  £ur  as  their  State  was 
concerned ;  until  Steele's  reverses  in 
and  retreat  from  the  south,  with  the 
triumphant  advance  on  his  heels  of 
the  Bebel  armies,  surrendered  two- 
thirds  of  her  area  to  the  enemy ; 
whose  cavalry,  avmding  our  few 
strongholds,  careered  at  will  over 
the  open  country,  foraging  on  the 
already  needy  non-combatants,  and 
dealing  vengeance  on  the  ^  traitors' 
and  ^ren^adee'  who  had  declared 
for  the  Union.  Li  the  Autumn,  the 
Bebel  Legislature  met  ^  at  Washing- 
ton, listened  to  a  message  from  their 
Governor,  Hannigan,  and  chose  A. 
P.  G^land  over  Albert  Pike  to  re- 
present them  in  the  Confederate 
Senate. 

This  practical  surrender  of  the 
State  to  the  Bebels,  throughout  the 
year  following  Steele's  retreat  fix>m 
Camden,  need  not  and  should  not 
have  been.  But  Steele,  who  was 
continued  in  command,  never  struck 
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one  hearty  blow  at  the  Rebellion 
where  he  could,  with  a  decent  regard 
for  appearances,  avoid  it  Identified 
in  principle  and  sympathy  with  the 
enemy  on  every  point  bnt  that  of 
Disunion,  his  powerftd  influence  was 
thrown  against  the  Emancipation 
policy  of  the  Government;  and, 
while  he  waa  hail-fellow  with  the 
Secession  aristocracy  of  the  State, 
he  was  a  sorrow  and  a  scourge  to 
the  hearty,  unconditional  upholders 
of  the  Union.  Hence,  Unionism  did 
not  flourish  under  his  rule;  hence, 
the  Rebel  cavalry  and  guerrillas 
roamed  aknost  at  will  over  the  State, 
never  fearing  aught  from  his  vigilance 
or  his  zeal  for  the  National  cause; 
and  hence  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand, though  amply  sufficient  to 
have  held  all  of  the  State  north  of  the 
Washita,  and  repelled  aU  gainsayers, 
were  little  better  than  wasted. 


Gen.  Rosecrans,  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  Missouri,  found,  on  his 
arrival  at  St.  Louis,*'  the  State  agi- 
tated by  a  feud  that  threatened 
trouble.  In  addition  to  his  force  of 
perhaps  12,000  men — ^mainly  State 
Militia,  who  were  liable  to  service 
only  in  Missouri — there  were,  in  the 
north-western  counties,  some  2,800 
"provisionally  enrolled  militia"  (by 
the  Radicals  called  "  Paw-Paws 'O,** 
who  were  *  Conservative '  in  their 
sympathies,  either  having  been  hith- 
eoix)  in  the  Rebel  service,  or  belong- 
ing to  Rebel  families,  or  having  oth- 
erwise evinced  sympathy  with  the 
Rebels.  These  had  been  enrolled  for 
neighborhood  or  special  service— and 
were  accused,  by  their  Radical  neigh- 
bors, of  fighting  Abolitionists  more 


heartily  than  Rebels,  and  Btanding 
ready  to  join  Price's  army  should  it 
appear  in  the  State  the  ensuing  Sum- 
mer, as  was  expected.  Rosecranfl 
looked  into  the  matter,  and  sided 
generally  with  the  Radicals ;  finding 
the  great  slaveholding  counties  on  the 
river  still  infected  with  the  Rebel 
spirit,  and  thousands  eagerly  await- 
ing the  day  when  their  party  should 
again  have  the  upper  hand,  and  be 
able  to  avenge  some  of  the  indigni- 
ties and  wrongs  they  had  suffered  at 
the  hands  of  the  Unionists.  Contin- 
uing his  inquiries,  and  gradually  in- 
sinuating his  spies  into  the  secret 
councils  or  lodges  of  the  disloyal,  he 
became  satisfied  that  they  were  every- 
where organized,  to  the  number  rf 
many  thousands,  as  *  The  Order  of 
American  Knights,'  or  ^  Sons  of  lib- 
erty,' whereof  the  Grand  Command- 
ers were  Sterling  Price  in  the  South 
and  0.  L.  Yallandigham  in  the  North ; 
and  that  an  invasion  of  Missouri  by 
Price,  whom  23,000  members  of  thiB 
order  were  sworn  to  join  on  his  ap- 
pearance, was  part  of  a  general  pro- 
granmie,  which  contemplated  an  inya- 
sion  also  of  the  North,  and  a  formida- 
ble uprising  of  Rebel  sympathizers 
in  the  North-West.  He  first  learned 
through  his  spies  in  the  Rebel  lodges 
that  Yallandigham  was  soon  to  return 
openly  from  Canada  to  Ohio,  and  be 
sent  thence  to  the  Democratic  Na- 
tional Convention  at  Chicago.  He 
further  discovered  that  arms  were 
extensively  coming  into  the  State, 
and  going  into  the  hands  of  those 
suspected  of  Rebel  sympathies ;  and 
he  transmitted  to  "Washington  urgent 
representations  that  perils  environed 
him,  which  required  an  augmentar 
tion  of  his  force.     Gten.  Hunt  was 
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thereupon  sent  to  MiflBonri  by  G^n. 
Grant,  and  traversed  the  State  on  a 
tour  of  observation;  returning  strong 
in  the  belief  that  Rosecrans's  appre- 
hensions were  excessive,  and  that  no 
inore  force  was  needed  in  this  depart- 
ment 

Still,  Bosecrans,  without  encour- 
agement from  Washington,  prosecu- 
ted his  investigations ;  and,  upon  evi- 
dence that,  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
one  of  the  lodges  aforesaid,  a  resolve 
had  been  offered,  and  laid  over,  to 
commence  operations  in  St.  Louis 
by  assassinating  the  provost-marshal 
and  attempting  to  seize  the  depart- 
ment headquarters,  he  arrested  the 
State  commander,  deputy  command- 
er, grand  secretary,  lecturer,  and 
some  30  or  40  leading  members  of 
the  secret  organization,  and  lodged 
them  in  prison. 

The  State  commander  aforesaid 
being  the  Belgian  Consul  at  St. 
Louis,  Bosecrans  soon  received,  by 
telegraph  from  the  War  Department, 
an  order  to  liberate  him,  with  which 
he  declined  to  comply ;  representing 
that  it  would  not  have  been  given 
had  the  Government  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  facts  known  to  him,  and 
which  he  had  dispatdied  by  a  trusty 
hand  to  Washington.  And,  that  evi- 
dence having  been  received  and  read 
by  the  President,  the  order  of  release 
was  countermanded* 

The  ui^nt  exactions  of  the  pub- 
lic service  in  other  quarters  having 
stripped  Missouri  of  nearly  or  quite 
all  troops  but  her  own  miUtia,  Bose- 
crans sought  and  obtained  authority 
to  raise  ten  raiments  of  twelve- 
months' men  for  the  exigency;  when 
a  Bebel  outbreak  occurred  "  in  Platte 
county,  in  the  north-west,  quickly 


followed  by  guerrilla  outrages  and 
raids  in  the  western  river  counties. 
These  were  but  forerunners  of  the 
long  meditated  Bebel  invasion,  where- 
of Gen,  Washbume,  commanding  at 
Memphis,  gave^  the  first  distinct 
warning;  apprising  Bosecrans  that 
Shelby,  then  at  Batesville,  north- 
western Arkansas,  was  about  to  be 
joined  by  Price ;  when  the  advance 
would  begin.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  was 
then  passing  up  the  river  to  reenforce 
Sherman  in  northern  Georgia,  when 
he  was  halted**  at  Cairo  by  order 
from  Halleck,  and  sent  to  St.  Louis 
to  strengthen  Bosecrans. 

Price  entered  south-eastern  Mis- 
souri by  way  of  Poplar  blufls  and 
Bloomfield ;  advancing  unresisted  to 
Pilot  Ejiob,  where  he  was  first  with- 
stood** by  a  brigade,  commanded  by 
Gen.  Hugh  S.  Ewing.  Here  were 
Fort  Davidson  and  some  other  rude 
works;  and  Ewing  made  an  obsti- 
nate stand,  inflicting  a  loss  of  not 
less  than  1,000  men  on  the  raiders, 
while  his  own  was  but  about  200. 
StiU,  as  Price  had  not  less  than 
10,000  men  against  1,200,  and  as  a 
day's  desultory  fighting  had  given  the 
enemy  possession  of  some  of  the  steep 
hills  overlooking  the  fort,  Ewing — 
who  had  signally  repulsed  two  as- 
saults— wisely  decided  not  to  await 
inevitable  capture,  but,  spiking  his 
heavy  guns  and  blowing  up  his  maga- 
zine, escaped  during  the  night ;  tak- 
ing the  road  westward  to  Bella 
through  Caledonia  and  Webster — 
his  more  natural  line  of  retreat  on 
Mineral  Point  and  Potosi  being  al- 
ready in  the  enemy's  possession.  At 
Webster,  he  turned  abruptly  north, 
and  struck  the  South-western  Bail- 
road  at  Harrison;  having  made  66 
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mfles  in  39  hours,  though  badly  en- 
cumbered by  fugitives.  Here  his 
weary  men  were  sharply  assailed 
by  a  column  under  Shelby,  which 
had  been  pursuing  them ;  but,  though 
short  of  ammunition,  Ewing  held  his 
ground  firmly  some  80  hours,  until 
relieved  by  CoL  Beveridge,  17th  Illi- 
nois cavalry,  sent  from  BoUa  by  Gen. 
McNeil  to  his  assistance.  Shelby 
then  drew  off,  and  Ewing  proceeded 
at  his  leisure  to  RoUa. 

Bbsecrans  remained  at  St  Louis 
— the  point  of  greatest  consequence, 
if  not  of  greatest  danger — ^working 
night  and  day  to  collect  a  force  able 
to  cope  in  a  fair  field  with  Price's 
veterans  and  the  *  Sons  of  Liberty,' 
who  were  pledged  to  join  him — a 
pledge  which  they  but  partially  re- 
deemed. For  a  week  or  so,  the  Ee- 
bels  seemed  to  have  the  upper  hand ; 
and  this  created  a  violent  eruption  of 
treasonable  guerrilla  raids  and  burn- 


ings in  the  pro-Slavery  strongholds 
of  central  Missouri."  As  the  Eebel 
army  was  mainly  mounted,  it  not 
only  moved  with  greater  celerity 
than  the  most  of  its  antagonists 
could,  but  was  able  to  mask  its  in- 
tentions, and  threaten  at  once  our 
depots  at  St.  Louis,  BoUa,  and  Jef* 
ferson  City.  But  time  was  on  our 
side ;  as  Gen.  Mower  was  on  his  way 
from  Little  Bock,  with  5,000  veter- 
ans; five  regiments  of  hundred-day 
men  (who  had  already  served  out 
their  term)  were  coming  from  Illi- 
nois to  garrison  St.  Louis ;  and  the 
militia  of  eastern  Missouri  was  com- 
ing out,  to  the  number  of  perhaps 
6,000  more.  Unless  Price  could  strike 
at  once  some  decisive,  damaging  blow, 
which  would  cripple  Rosecrans,  para- 
lyze his  efforts  to  raise  militia,  and 
call  every  latent  Secessionist  into  the 
saddle,  he  must  inevitably  decamp 
and  flee  for  his  life. 


"  RoseoraDBy  in  his  offioial  report,  sajs: 

^  While  Swing's  fight  was  going  od,  Shelby 
advanced  to  Potoei,  and  thenoe  to  Big  river 
bridge,  threatening  Gen.  Smith's  advance ;  which 
withdrew  from  that  point  to  within  safer  snp- 
portiDg  distance  of  his  main  position  at  De  Soto. 
Previous  to  and  pending  these  events,  the  guer- 
rilla warfare  in  north  Missouri  had  been  waging 
with  redoubled  Airy.  Rebel  agents,  amnMty- 
oath-takers,  recruits,  'sympathizers,'  0.  A.  K.S, 
and  traitors  of  every  hue  and  stripe,  had  warm- 
ed into  Ufe  at  the  approach  of  tiie  great  inva- 
sion. Women's  fingers  were  busy  making 
clothes  for  Rebel  soldiers  out  of  goods  plundered 
by  ^e  guerrillas;  women's  tongues  were  busy 
telling  Union  neighbors  ^  their  time  was  now  cam' 
ing.^  Gea  flsk,  with  all  his  force,  had  been 
scouring  the  bush  for  weeks  in  the  river  coun- 
ties, in  pursuit  of  hostile  bands,  composed  large- 
ly of  recruits  from  among  that  class  of  inhabi- 
tants who  daim  protection,  yet  decline  to  per- 
form the  fiill  duties  of  citizens,  on  the  ground 
that  they  '  never  tuck  no  sides.'  A  few  facts 
will  convey  some  idea  of  this  warfkre,  carried  on 
by  Confederate  agents  here,  while  the  agents 
abroad  of  their  bloody  and  hypocritical  despot- 
ism— Kason,  Slidell,  and  Mann,  in  Europe— have 
the  e£fh>ntery  to  tell  the  nations  of  Christendom 
that  our  government  *  carries  on  the  war  with 
increasing  ferodtv,  regardless  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare.'      These  gangs   of  Rebels, 


whose  fiimilies  had  been  living  in  peace  among 
their  loyal  neighbors^  committed  tlvd  most  odd 
blooded  and  diabolical  murd^s,  such  as  ridiDg 
up  to  a  farm-house,  asking  for  water,  and, 
while  receiving  it,  shooting  down  the  giver— 
an  aged,  inoffensive  farmer — because  he  was  a 
radical  '  Union  man.'  In  the  single  sub-district 
of  Mexico,  the  commanding  oiBcer  ftunished  a 
list  of  near  one  hundred  Union  men  who^  in  the 
course  of  six  weeks,  had  been  killed,  maimed, 
or  *run  off,'  because  they  wen  ^radical  Union 
men,'  or  Abolitioniste.  About  the  Ist  of  Sep- 
tember, Anderson's  g$ng  attacked  a  railroad 
train  on  the  North  Missouri  road,  took  from  it 
22  unarmed  soldiers,  many  on  si(^  leave,  and, 
after  robbing,  placed  them  in  a  row  and  shot 
them  in  cold  blood ;  some  of  the  bodies  they 
scalped,  and  put  others  across  the  track  and  run 
the  engine  over  them.  On  the  a7th,  this  gang, 
with  numbers  swollen  to  300  or  400  men,  at- 
tacked Mi^or  Johnson,  with  about  120  of  the 
39th  Missouri  volunteer  infimtry,  raw  reerdt^ 
and,  after  stampeding  their  horses,  shot  every 
man,  most  of  them  in  cold  blood.  Anderson,  a 
few  days  later,  was  recognized  by  Gen.  PHc^ 
at  Booneville,  as  a  Confederate  captain,  and, 
with  a  verbal  admonition  to  behave  himself  or- 
dered by  Colonel  Madane,  chief  of  Price's  st^ 
to  proceed  to  north  Missouri  and  destroy  the 
railroads ;  which  orders  were  foimd  on  the  mis- 
creant when  killed  by  LL-CoL  Cox,  about  the 
27th  of  October." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PEIOB    THREATENS    JEFFERSON    CITY. 


569 


The  enemy,  advancing  by  Potosi 
across  the  Meramec  to  Bichwoods, 
seemed  to  threaten  St.  Lonis,  only 
40  miles  distant ;  bat  this  was  a  feint 
only,  or  was  seen,  on  closer  observa- 
tion,  to  be  too  hazardous :  so,  bnm- 
'  ing  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Me- 
ramec, at  Moselle,  he  turned  north- 
westward:" Q^n.  A.  J.  Smith,  with 
4,500  infantry  and  1,500  cavalry, 
following  him  vigilantly  but  cau- 
tiously. Burning  Herman  *• — ^an  in- 
tensely ^BadicaP  German  settle- 
ment on  the  Missouri — and  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Gasconade; 
fording  the  Gasconade  near  Freder- 
icksburg and  the  Osage  at  Oastle 
Bock,**  burning  the  railroad  bridge 
here,  he  appeared  before  Jefierson 
City ;  which  Gens.  McNeil  and  San- 
bom,  with  all  the  men  they  could 
mount,  had  just  reached  by  forced 
marches  from  Bella :  and  these,  add- 
ed to  the  force  under  Qtens.  Fisk  and 
Brown,  already  there,  made  a  garri- 
son of  4,100  cavalry  and  2,600  infan- 
try— ^generally  twelve^nonths'  men 
of  little  experience  in  the  field,  but 
capable  of  good  service  behind  in- 
trenchments.  Fisk  decided  —  the 
other  Generals  concurring — ^to  oppose 
a  moderate  resistance  to  the  foe  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Moreau,  4  or  5 
miles  east  of  the  city,  and  then  fall 
back  within  the  rude  defenses  which 
he,  with  the  volunteered  help  of  citi- 
zens, had  been  for  some  days  prepar- 
ing. 

Price  crossed  the  Moreau  after 
a  sharp  but  brief  skirmish,  and  ad- 
vanced ••  on  the  capital ;  developing 
a  line  of  battle  8  or  4  miles  long, 
which  enveloped  the  city  on  all  sides 
save  that  of  the  river;  but,  on  a  foil 
survey  of  the  defenses,  and  a  partial 


glimpse  of  the  men  behind  them, 
with  the  lesson  of  Pilot  Knob  fresh 
in  his  mind,  he  concluded  not  to  at- 
tack, but,  after  giving  time  for  his 
train  to  move  around  the  city  and 
get  a  start  on  the  road  westward,  he 
drew  off  and  followed  it. 

Gten.  Pleasanton  now  arrived,  •• 
and  assumed  command ;  dispatching 
Gen.  Sanborn  with  the  cavalry  to  fol- 
low and  harass  the  en^ny,  so  as  to 
delay  him,  if  possible,  until  Gen.  A. 
J.  Smith  could  overtake  him.  San- 
bom  attacked  the  Bebel  rear-guard 
at  Versailles,  and  drove  it  into  line 
of  battle ;  thus  ascertaining  that  the 
enemy  were  heading  for  BoonevUle ; 
but,  being  nearly  surrounded  by  them, 
he  fell  back  to  OaUfomia ;  where  Col. 
Outherwood,  with  A.  J.  Smith's  cav- 
alry and  some  much-needed  supplies, 
joined  him  on  the  14th. 

G^n.  Mower,  by  coming  from  Ar- 
kansas, following  nearly  in  the  track 
of  the  Bebel  irruption,  had  struck  the 
Mississippi  at  Cape  Girardeau ;  hav- 
ing marched  800  miles,  over  bad 
roads,  in  18  days.  His  men  were 
weary,  his  provisions  exhausted,  his 
^eams  worn  down ;  part  of  his  caval- 
ry dismounted,  witii  the  horses  of 
many  more  lacking  shoes :  so  Bose- 
crans  dispatched  steamboats  from  St. 
Louis  to  bring  them  to  that  city; 
whence  the  infiEmtry  were  s^it  up  the 
Missouri  by  water,  while  the  cavalry, 
under  Col.  Winslow,  marched*'  by 
land  to  r^enforce  A.  J.  Smith ;  reach- 
ing ••  Jefferson  City — by  reason  of 
the  low  stage  of  watar  in  the  river 
—one  day  in  advance  of  the  infan- 
try. 

Meantime,  Price  had,  of  course, 
seriously  widened  the  gap  between 
him  and  our  cavalry,  of  whom  Pleas- 
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anton  had  now  assumed  the  immedi- 
ate command.  A  Eebel  detachment 
nnder  Shelby  had  crossed  the  Mis- 
souri at  Arrow  Bock  and  advanced 
on  Glasgow ;  which  they  took,  after  a 
fight  of  some  hours;  capturing  part  of 
Col.  Harding's  43d  Missouri,  with 
small  detachments  of  the  9th  Mis- 
souri militia,  and  17th  Illinois  cav- 

This  bold  stroke  ought  to  have  in- 
sured the  .destruction  of  at  least  half 
the  Bebel  army,  which  an  over- 
whelming Union  force  was  now 
moving  to  inclose  and  crush.  But 
A.  J,  Smith  was  stopped,  with  our 
supplies,  at  the  Lamine,  where  the 
enemy  had  burned  the  raiboad 
bridge;  and  where  Mower  joined 
him :  when,  taking  five  days'  rations, 
Smith  advanced  ••  to  Dunksburg; 
Pleasanton,  with  our  cavalry,  includ- 
ing Mower's,  under  Winslow,  being 
well  advanced,  on  a  line  stretching 
northward  from  Warrensburg. 

The  enemy  was  north-west  of  this, 
and  seemed  disposed  to  stay  there : 
his  advance^*  reaching  Lexington, 
driving  Gen.  Blunt  with  a  force  from 
Kansas,  who,  after  a  sharp  skirmish, 
retreated  on  Independence.  Bose- 
crans,  learning  this  by  tel^raph,  di- 
rected** Pleasanton,  who  had  been 
demonstrating  toward  "Waverly,  to 
move  in  force  on  Lexington,  order- 
ing Smith  to  follow;  and  both,  of 
course,  obeyed. 

These  orders  seem  to  have  been 
mistakes — very  natural,  perhaps,  but 
not  the  less  unfortunate.  It  is  not 
easy  to  overtake  an  army  mainly 
mounted,  which  lives  oS  the  country, 
has  few  guns,  and  bums  every  bridge 
behind  it;  but  our  only  chance  of 
crushing  so  nimble  an  adversary,  lay 


in  pressing  steadily  westward,  so  as 
to  get  between  the  enemy  and  his 
necessary  line  of  retreat,  and  strike 
him  as  he  attempted  to  pass;  and 
it  matters  not  whether  he  had  been 
drawn  so  far  northward  in  quest  of 
food  or  in  order  to  double  on  his  • 
pursuers.  When  Pleasanton's  ad- 
vance, under  McNeil  and  Sanborn, 
reached  "  Lexington,  the  enemy  had 
left,  moving  rapidly  westward,  and 
at  the  Little  Blue  striking  Blunt's 
Kansas  division,  of  which  Gen.  Curtis 
had  now  assumed  command,  in  such 
force  as  compelled  him,  aft;er  a  few 
hours'  confiict,  being  flanked,  to  iall 
back  to  the  Big  Blue,  where  he  took 
up  a  strong  position.  Bosecrans,  pre- 
suming that  Curtis  could  hold  his 
ground,  ordered  Pleasanton  to  send 
McNeil,  with  a  brigade  only,  on  the 
track  of  the  enemy,  and,  with  his  re- 
maining cavalry,  move  southward,  to 
Lone  Jack ;  whither  Smith,  with  hifl 
infantry,  was  now  hastening  from 
his  fistlse  move  to  Lexington. 

These  orders  seem  to  have  been 
contingent,  and,  at  any  rate,  were 
not  obeyed.  Pleasanton,  with  all  his 
cavalry,  pressed  on  the  ta'ack  of  the 
flying  enemy;  reaching  the  Little 
Blue"  at  10  a,  m.,  only  to  find  the 
bridge  destroyed  and  the  enemy's 
rear-guard  rather  stubborn  beyond  it; 
he  driving  them  steadily  till  nightfall ; 
when  Independence  was  taken  by 
a  brilliant  cavalry  charge — Cuthe^ 
wood's  regiment  capturing  two  guns 
— ^Pleasanton  following  sharply,  after 
dispatching  McNeil,  with  his  brig- 
ade, to  Little  Santa  r6,  to  intercept 
the  enemy,  and  tel^raphing  Bose- 
crans, "Let  Smith  come  to  this 
place.'*  Hereupon,  Kosecrans—**  re- 
luctantly,** as  he  very  naturally  says 
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— gave  the  order  solicited;  which 
reached  Smith  that  night  at  Chapel 
Hill,  just  as  he  was  putting  his  col- 
umn in  motion  southward,  and  sent 
it  westward  instead. 

Next  mornings  Pleasanton  pressed 
on  to  the  crossing  of  the  Big  Blu# ; 
where  he  found  the  enemy's  main 
body*— which,  the  day  before,  had 
fought  Curtift,  but  had  not  moved 
liim — ^prepared  for  resistance.  The 
fight  opened  at  7  a.  h.,  and  was 
maintained  with  spirit  on  both  sides 
till  1  p.  M.,  when  the  Rebels  de- 
camped —  were  *^  routed  and  fled 
Boutliward,"  says  Rosecrans ;  though 
they  would  of  course  use  different 
terms  in  describing  the  matter.  They 
went,  however, beyond  doubt;  eagerly 
pursued  by  Pleasanton  and  Curtis  be- 
yond Little  Santa  Fe. 

Smith,  with  9,000  infantry  and  five 
batteries,  reached  Independence  at  5 
p.  M. ;  when  his  weary  men  were 
forthwith  put  in  motion  for  Hick- 
man's mills,  where  it  was  hoped  he 
would  strike  the  flank  of  the  flying 
foa  But  it  was  too  late.  His  false 
moves  (through  no  feult  of  his  own)  to 
Lexington  and  to  Independence,  had 
opened  a  door  of  escape  to  Price, 
Tdiich  he  was  too  good  a  general 
not  to  profit  hy;  and  he  was  too 
fleet  and  too  far  ahead  to  be  hence- 
forth overtaken  by  infantry. 

Curtis,  with  his  Kansas  men,  took" 
the  lead  in  the  pursuit;  but  soon 
gave  place  to  Pleasanton's  horsemen ; 
who,  after  a  march  of  60  miles,  struck 
them  about  midnight  at  the  Marais- 
des-Cygnes,  opening  upon  their  bi- 
vouac at  4  A.  M.y*  with  artillery ;  set- 
ting them  at  once  in  motion,  and 
chasing  them  to  the  Little  Osage, 
where  they  turned  to  fight,  display- 


ing 8  guns  in  their  line  of  battle. 
Pleasanton  at  once  ordered  a  charge 
by  Benteen's  and  PhiUips's  brigades, 
which  was  superbly  made,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  their  8  guns 
and  1,000  prisoners,  including  Maj.- 
Gten.  Marmaduke,  Brig*-Gen.  Cabell, 
and  five  Colonels,  beside  small  arms, 
wagonsj  colors,  <fec. 

Sanborn's  brigade— which  was  con- 
siderably behind — ^now  came  up  and 
took  the  lead ;  and,  when  the  enemy 
again  made  a  stand,  a  few  miles  far^ 
ther  south,  routed  them,  and  drove 
them  till  night  stopped  the  pursuit. 
The  burning  wrecks  of  wagons  and 
other  materiel  marked  their  course 
for  miles  farther;  but  most  of  our 
nearly  broken-down  cavalry,  with  all 
our  infantry,  was  here  judiciously^ 
halted:  Pleasanton  turning  to  Fort 
Scott  for  needful  food  and  rest ;  and 
Smith  moving  to  Harrisonville  with 
the  same  purpose. 

Blunt,  with  his  Kansas-  men  and 
Benteen's  brigade,  followed  by  San- 
bom,  kept  the  trail  of  the  fiying  foe  ; 
striking'*  them  at  Newtonia,  near  the 
south-west  comer  of  the  State,  and,, 
being  outnumbered,  was  evidentiy 
getting  worsted,  wh^i  Sanborn — ^who 
had  marched  102  miles  in  36  hours — 
came  up,  and  changed  the  fortunes, 
of  the  day.  The  Kebels  resumed 
their  flight — Shaving  little  lefl;  to  lose 
but  their  bodies  and  their  worn-out 
horses — and  escaped  into  western 
Arkansas. 

Gen.  Curtis  followed,  but  did  not 
again  overtake  them  till  he  reached 
Fayetteville,  Art,  where  Col.  Lame 
Harrison,  1st  Arkansas  cavalry,  had 
been  invested"  by  CoL  Brooks,  with 
some  2,000  Eebels;  who  was  held  at 
bay  until  Pagan's  division  of  Price's 
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army  appeared^*  and  imited  in  the 
Biege ;  but  Curtis  came  up  next  day, 
and  drove  off  the  crowd,  with  heavy 
loss  to  them  and  none  at  all  to  our 
side.  So  ended  the  last  Rebel  inva- 
sion of  Missouri.  Gen.  Smith's  com- 
mand had,  ere  this,  taken  boats  to  re- 
port to  Gen.  Thomas  at  Nashville. 
Bosecrans  says  Price's  force  in  this 
campaign  was  variously  estimated  at 


15,000  to  25,000  men— that  he  ob- 
tained 6,000  recruits  in  Missouri — 
that  he  lost  10  gims  (nearly  all  he 
had)  and  1,958  prisoners,  with  most 
of  his  wagons,  and  large  numbers  of 
horses,  small  arms,  &c.  It  is  not 
prol)able  that  the  force  he  took  out 
of  Missouri,  with  its  armament,  was 
half  so  effective  as  that  he  brought 
into  it" 


XXV. 


GEN.    GRANT'S   ADVANCE    ON   RICHMOND. 


Hon.  E.  B.  Washbubnb,  of  Illinois 
— ^the  townsman  and  zealous  friend 
of  Gen.  Grant — having  proposed* 
the  revival  of  the  grade  of  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  our  armies,  hith- 
erto accorded  to  George  "Washington 
alone  (Gen.  Scott  being  such  only 
by  brevet),  the  House,  not  without 
considerable  hesitation,  assented ; ' 
after  negativing,  by  the  emphatic 
vote  of  117  to  19,  a  motion,  by  Gen. 
Garfield,  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the 
table,  and  adopting,  by  111  to  41,  an 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Ross,  of 
HI.,  respectfully  recommending  Ulys- 
ses S.  Grant  for  the  post.  The  Sen- 
ate concurred :  •  Yeas  31 ;  Nays  6  : 
having  first  amended  the  joint  re- 
solve so  as  to  strike  out  so  much  of 


it  as  limited  the  existence  of  this 
oflice  to  the  duration  of  the  War 
and  prescribed  that  the  Lieutenant- 
General  should,  under  the  President, 
be  commander  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  The  House  having 
rejected  these  amendments,  the  dif- 
ference was  settled  by  a  Conference 
Committee,  in  substantial  accord  with 
the  Senate's  views ;  the  House  agree- 
ing to  the  report :  Teas  77 ;  Nays  43. 
The  President  promptly  approved  the 
measure,  and  nominated*  Oen.  Grant 
for  the  place ;  and  he  was  next  day 
confirmed  by  the  Senate.  In  this 
action.  Congress  expressed,  and  the 
President  promptly  conformed  to,  the 
popular  judgment,  that  the  efficiency 
of  our  various  and  complicated  Mili- 


^^  Nov.  14. 

^*  Gen.  Grant,  in  his  all-embracing  report, 
sajs: 

"  The  impunity  with  which  Price  was  enabled 
to  roam  over  the  State  of  Missouri  for  a  long 
time,  and  the  incalculable  mischief  done  by  him, 
shows  to  how  little  purpose  a  superior  force  may 
be  used.  There  Is  no  reason  why  Oen,  Rose- 
crans  should  not  have  concentrated  his  forces 
4md  beaten  and  d^ven  Price  before  the  latter 
Mached  PUot  Knob." 

Ab  the  concentration  here  suggested,  hi  the 


face  of  a  formidable  army  of  veterans,  mainly 
mounted,  and  moving  with  great  celerity,  would, 
if  practicable,  have  enabled  the  Missouri  Rebels 
to  call  out  the  oath-bound  members  of  their 
lodges  and  therewith  take  possession  of  a  largo 
portion  of  the  State,  the  justice  d  this  criticism 
is  not  incontestable.  A  like  judgment  was  passed 
on  Fremont  in  1861;  though  not  by  so  high  a 
military  authority. 

"  Dea  14,  1863.  •  Feb,  1,  1864. 
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tary  operations  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  placing  them  under  the 
direction  of  a  single  mind,  which 
should  not  be  that  of  Henry  Wager 
Halleck. 

Gen.  Grant's  qualifications  for  this 
most  momentous  trust  were  not  uni- 
versally conceded.  Though  over  40 
years  of  age,*  he  had  been  a  quiet 
civilian  most  of  his  adult  life.  There 
were  many  military  men  who  es- 
teemed Gen.  Meade,  G^n.  Buell,  G^n. 
McClellan,  or  some  other  of  our  com- 
manders, his  superior  as  a  strate- 
gist ;  and  several  of  his  battles — es- 
pecially those  of  Belmont  and  Shiloh 
— ^had  not  escaped  the  unfavorable 
judgment  of  military  critics.  There 
was  one  point,  however,  wherein  his 
fitness  for  chief  command  was  deci- 
ded if  not  preeminent:  and  that  was 
an  utter  disbelief  in  the  efficacy  of  any 
rosewater  treatment  of  the  Rebellion. 
He  r^arded  the  South  as  practically 
bound  and  helpless  in  the  hands  of  a 
haughty,  strong-willed  oligarchy, who 
had  not  spent  thirty  years  in  prepa- 
ration for  this  supreme  eflTort  in  order 
to  be  bribed,  or  beguiled,  or  pala- 
vered, or  bullied,  into  its  abandon- 
ment after  the  gage  had  been  thrown 
down  and  accepted.  No  love-taps,  in 
his  view,  would  ever  persuade  the 
Rebel  chiefs  to  return  to  loyalty,  so 
long  as  their  military  power  should 
remain  essentially  unbroken ;  and  he 
had  no  conception  of  any  mode  of 
breaking  that  power  save  by  strong 
armies  in  bloody  batfles.  His  com- 
prehensive, final  report  tersely  says : 

"  From  an  early  period  in  the  Rebellion, 
I  bad  been  impressed  with  tbe  idea  that 
active  and  continaons  operations  of  all  the 
troops  that  could  be  brought  into  the  field, 
regardless  of  season  and  weather,  were  ne- 
cessary to  a  speedy  termination  of  the  War. 
The  resources  of  the  enemy,  and  his  numeri- 


cal strength,  were  far  inferior  to  ours :  but, 
as  an  offset  to  this,  we  had  a  vast  territory, 
with  a  population  hostile  to  the  Govern- 
ment, to  garrison,  and  long  lines  of  river 
and  railroad  communications  to  protect,  to 
enable  us  to  supply  the  operating  armies. 

"  The  armies  in  the  East  and  West  acted 
independently  and  without  concert,  like  a 
balky  team :  no  two  ever  pulling  together : 
enabling  the  enemy  to  use  to  great  advan- 
tage his  interior  lines  of  communication  for 
transporting  troops  from  east  to  west,  r^n- 
foroing  the  army  most  vigorously  pressed, 
and  to  furlough  large  numbers,  durmg  sea- 
sons of  inactivity  on  our  part,  to  go  to  their 
homes  and  do  the  work  of  producing,  for 
the  support  of  their  armies.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  our  numerical  strength  and 
resources  were  not  more  than  balanced  by 
these  disadvantages  and  the  enemy^s  supe- 
rior position. 

"  From  the  first,  I  was  firm  in  the  con- 
viction that  no  peace  could  be  had  that 
would  be  stable  and  conducive  to  the  hap- 
piness of  the  people,  both  North  and  South, 
until  the  military  power  of  the  Rebellion 
was  entirely  broken. 

"  I,  therefore,  determined,  first,  to  use  the 
greatest  number  of  troops  practicable  against 
the  armed  force  of  the  enemy;  preventing 
him  from  using  the  same  force  at  differ- 
ent seasons  against  first  one  and  then  an- 
other of  our  armies,  and  the  possibility  of 
repose  for  refitting  and  producing  neces- 
sary supplies  for  carrying  on  resistance. 
Second,  to  hammer  continuously  against  tbe 
armed  force  of  the  enemy  and  his  resources, 
until,  by  mere  attrition,  if  in  no  other  way, 
there  should  be  nothing  left  to  him  but  an 
equal  submission  with  ^e  loyal  section  of 
our  common  country  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  land. 

"  These  views  have  been  kept  constantly 
in  mind ;  and  orders  given  and  campaigns 
made  to  carry  them  out  Whether  they 
might  have  been  better  in  conception  and  ex- 
ecution is  for  the  people,  who  mourn  the  loss 
of  friends  fallen,  and  who  have  to  pay  the 
pecuniary  cost,  to  say.  All  I  can  say  is,  that 
what  I  have  done  has  been  done  conscien- 
tiously, to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  in 
what  I  conceived  to  be  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  tlie  whole  country." 

Such  were  the  views  wherewith 
Gen.  Grant,  summoned  from  the 
West  by  telegraph,  repaii'ed  to 
Washington*  to  receive  his  commis- 
sion and  instructions  as  lieutenant- 
General  commanding  all  the  forces 
of  the  Union.    He  was  formally  in- 
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troduced,  next  day,  to  the  President 
and  Cabinet ;  when  he  was  addressed 
b J  the  former  as  follows : 

"  General  Grant  :  The  Nation's  appre- 
ciation of  what  yon  have  already  done,  and 
its  reliance  npon  you  for  what  still  remains 
to  be  done  in  the  existing  great  struggle,  are 
now  presented  with  this  commission,  consti- 
tuting you  Lientenant-General  of  the  armies 
of  the  United  States.  With  this  high  hon- 
or, devolves  upon  you,  also,  a  correspond- 
ing responsibility. 

"As  the  country  herein  trusts  you,  so, 
under  God,  it  will  sustain  you.  I  scarcely 
need  to  add,  that,  with  what  I  here  speak 
for  the  Nation,  goes  my  own  hearty  per- 
sonal concurrence." 

Gen.  Grant  replied,  in  perhaps  the 
longest  speech  he  ever  made,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Mr.  President  :  I  accept  the  commis- 
sion with  gratitude  for  the  high  h«nor  con- 
ferred. With  the  aid  of  the  noble  armies 
that  have  fought  on  so  many  battle-fields 
for  our  common  country,  it  will  be  my 
earnest  endeavor  not  to  disappoint  your 
expectations.  I  feel  the  full  weight  of  the 
responsibilities  now  devolving  on  me ;  and 
I  know  that,  if  they  are  properly  met,  it  will 
be  due  to  those  armies ;  and,  above  all,  to 
the  favor  of  that  Providence  which  leads 
both  nations  and  men." 

ThePresident's  order,investing  him 
with  the  chief  command  of  all  the  ar- 
mies of  the  United  States,  appeared 
the  day  following ;  on  which  day,  he 
paid  a  flying  visit  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  started  next  morning 
on  his  return  to  arrange  matters  in 
the  West,  preparatory  to  movements 
inaugurating  the  general  campaign. 
Gen.  Halleck  was  announced  as  re- 
lieved from  command  at  his  own 
request,  and  assigned  to  duty  in 
Washington  as  '  Chief  of  Staff  to  the 
Army.'  Gen.  Grant,  in  a  brief  and 
modest  order,  assumed  command,  an- 
nouncing that  his  headquarters  would 
be  in  the  field,  and,  until  further  or- 
ders, with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  military  di- 


vision of  the  Mississippi,  comprising 
the  Departments  of  the  Ohio,  the 
Cumberland,  the  Tennessee,  and  the 
Arkansas;  Gen.  J.  B.  McPherson, 
conmianding,  under  him,  the  Depart- 
ment and  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

The  residue  of  March  and  nearly 
the  whole  of  April  were  devoted  to 
careful  preparation  for  the  campaign. 
The  Army  of  the  Potomac,  still  com- 
manded immediately  by  Gen,  Meade, 
was  completely  reorganized ;  its  five 
corps  being  reduced  to  three,  com- 
manded respectively  by  Gens.  Han- 
cock (2d),  Warren  (5th),  and  Sedg- 
wick (6th).  Maj.-Gens.  Sykes, 
French,  and  Newton,  with  Brig.- 
Gens.  Kenly,  Spinola,  and  SoL 
Meredith,  were  "  relieved,''  and  sent 
to  Washington  for  orders.  Gen. 
Bumside,  who  had  been  reorganizing 
and  receiving  large  accessions  to  his 
(9th)  corps  in  Maryland,  crossed'  the 
Potomac  and  joined  Meade's  army ; 
though  the  formal  incorporation 
therewith  was  postponed  till  after 
the  passage  of  the  Eapidan.  This 
junction  again  raised  the  positive 
or  fighting  strength  of  that  Army 
to  considerably  more  than  100,000 
men.  

Earlier  in  the  Spring,  Gen.  Custer, 
with  1,600  cavalry,  had  crossed '  the 
Kapidan,  flanking  the  Bebel  Army 
on  the  west,  and  moved  from  Cul- 
pepper C.  H.  by  Madison  C.  H  to 
within  four  miles  of  Charlottesville, 
where  he  found  his  road  blocked  by 
a  far  superior  Bebel  force,  and  was 
turned  back;  being  again  waylaid 
near  Stannardsville  by  a  force  of 
cavalry  only,  which  he  pushed  aside 
with  little  loss,  and  returned*  to  his 
old  camp,  followed  by  some  hundreds 
of  refugees  from  slavery  to  Bebels,  but 
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having  otherwise  inflicted  little  loss 
and  incurred  still  less. 

This  raid,  though  directed  against 
the  enemy's  dep6ta,  railroads,  &c., 
was  designed  to  distract  attention 
jfrom  another,  far  more  formidable,  led 
by  Gea.  Kilpatrick;  who,  starting" 
from  Stevensbnrg,  crossed  the  Rapi- 
dan  at  Ely's  ford,  and  moved  rapidly 
down  the  opposite  flank  of  Lee's 
army,  by  Spottsylvania  C.  H.,  to  the 
Yirginia  CentraJ  Railroad  at  Beaver- 
dam  station,  where  he  had  his  first 
collision  and  drove  the  enemy; 
thence .  across  the  South  Anna  to 
Kilby  Station,  on  the  Fredericks- 
burg road;  cutting  both  roads  as 
he  passed,  and  pushing  on  to  within 
3J  miles  of  Richmond ;"  passing  its 
first  and  second  lines  of  defenses, 
and  fighting  several  hours  before  the 
third,  which  he  was  of  course  unable 
to  carry,  and  compelled  to  fall  back. 

Kilpatrick  camped  for  the  night 
six  miles  from  Richmond  and  two 
from  the  Ohickahominy;  where  a  two- 
gun  battery  opened  upon  him,  at  lOJ 
p.  M.,  just  as  his  weary  men  were 
dropping  asleep.  The  diaige.  which 
quickly  followed  was  as  quickly  re- 
pulsed ;  but  it  was  so  manifest  that 
the  position  was  not  adapted  to  quiet 
^lumber8,  that ,  Kilpfitrick  moved  on 
forthwith  to  the  Pamunkey,  which 
he  could  not  find  boats  to  pass ;  so  he 
was  obliged  to  move  across  the  White 
House  railroad  ai^d.  thence  down  the 
Peninsula ;  soon  striking  the  track  of 
a  cavalry  force  sent  up  to  his  aid 
from  Fortress  Monroe  by  Gen.  But- 
ler, and  encountering,  when  near  Kew 
Kent  0.  H.,  a  brigade  of  Black  ia- 
fantry,  which  had  been  likewise  sent 
by  Butler  on  the  same  errand.  Pur- 
suit  by  the  enemy  was  of  course  at 


an  end.  Kilpatrick  had  lost  150  men 
on  this  raid,  had  taken  500  prisoners, 
a  good  many  horses,  and  inflicted  on 
the  Rebel^  serious  losses  in  burned 
bridges,  stations,  and  stores. 

But  CoL  Ulric  Dahlgr^i,  who  led 
a  subordinate  command  of  about  400 
cavalry,  had  been  far  less  fortunate. 
Crossing  also  at  Ely's  ferry,  Dahlgren, 
after  leaving  Spottsylvania  C.  H^ 
had  gone  farther  to  the  right,  through 
Louisa  and  Goochland  counties,  in- 
tending tp  cross  the  James  and  enter 
Richmond  from  the  south  when  Kil- 
patrick assailed  it  from  the  north; 
but  he  found  the  river  (at  Dover 
mills)  far  too  deep  to  be  forded,  and 
hanged  his  n^o  guide  in  the  belief 
that  he*  had  purposely  misled  him 
away  from  Richmond  rather  than  to- 
ward that  city.  DahlgreijL  now  pushed 
down  the  north  bank  of  the  James  to 
the  fortifications  of  Richmond,  which 
he  charged  at  dark,"  passing  the  out- 
er works ;  but  was  repulsed  with  loss 
— of  course,  by  fiur  superior  numbers — 
at  the  inner  lines.  He  then,  with  the 
remnant  of  his  forces,  made  a  circuit 
around  the  city  by  Hungary  to  Han- 
overtown  ferry;  and,  finding  that 
Kilpatrick  had  been  driveii  off  east- 
ward, struck  thence  for  King  and 
Queen  C^  J3.^;  but  was  stopped,  just 
after  crossing  the  Mattapony  at  Dab« 
nay's  ferry,  by  a  body  of  Ipcal  militia, 
at  who^e  &rst  fire  he  fell  de^,  pierced 
by  five  balls.  His  comipand  was  here 
scattered,  each  seeking  to  reach  our 
lines  as  he  best  might ;  and  some  of 
them  made  their  way  to  Kilpatrick ; 
but  at  least  100  of  them  were  picked 
up  as  prisoners. 

Col.  Dahlgren's  body  was  treated 
with  ignominy ;,  it  being  asserted  that 
papers  were  found  on  it  evidencing 
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a  plot  to  liberate  our  prisoners  on 
Belle  Isle,  near  Richmond,  and,  by 
tbeir  aid,  bum  that  city,  taking  the 
lives  of  Davis  and  his  Cabinet  1  That 
these  papers  werfe  Rebel  forgeries, 
and  the  meditated  arson  and  murder  a 
Rebel  invention,  intended  to  'fire  the 
Southern  heart,'  and  justify  murder 
by  a  pretense  of  retaliation,  seems  no 
longer  doubtful ;  while  that  the  Con- 
federate authorities  authorized  the 
placing  of  several  barrels  of  gunpow- 
der under  Libby  prison,  so  as  to  blow 
some  thousands  of  Union  captives 
into  fragments  in  case  of  a  successfiil 
attack,  is  entirely  beyond  dispute. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  Richmond 
might  have  been  taken  at  this  time, 
had  KUpatrick  kept  his  mep.  togeth- 
er, and  taken  the  hazards  of  a  sudden, 
sanguinary,  persistent  assault ;  but  it 
jcould  not  have  been  held  two  days ; 
n  SO  that  its  capture  would  have  been 
of  small  importance.  Had  he  been 
directed  simply  to  destroy  the  rail- 
roads as  thoroughly  as  he  could, 
while  Butler,  moving  by  steam,  had 
rushed  on  Richmond  with  20,000 
men,  well  provided  with  artillery,  the 
chances  of  durable  success  would  have 
been  far  better.  Butler  had,  in  fact, 
attempted  "  to  surprise  Richmond  by 
a  forced  march,  some  weeks  earlier ; 
but  the  design  had  miscarried,  through 
the  escape  by  bribery  of  a  culprit 
from  prison,  who  gave  the  alarm  to 
the  enemy,  and  enabled  them  to  ob- 
struct the  roads  beyond  Bottom's 
bridge.  Butler's  infantry,  on  this 
•  expedition,  marched  80  miles  within 
'  66  hours ;  his  cavalry  150  miles  in 

50  hours.  

All  being  at  length  in  readiness. 
Gen.  Meade's  army,  masking  its  inten- 
tion by  a  feint  on  Lee's  left, crossed" 


the  Rapidan  on  his  right,  at  Germa- 
nia  and  Ely's  fords :  Warren  leading 
at  Germania,  followed  by  Sedgwick, 
and  pushing  straight  into  *  The  Wil- 
derness ;'  Hancock  crossing  at  Ely's 
ford,  and  moving  on  Chancellors- 
ville,  followed  by  the  trains  of  the 
whole  army.  Bumside  followed  next 
day. 

The  Wilderness  is  a  considerable 
tract  of  broken  table-land,  stretching 
southward  from  the  Rapidan  nearly 
to  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  seamed 
with  ravines  and  densely  covered 
with  dwarfish  timber  and  bushes, 
diversified  by  very  few  clearings,  but 
crossed  by  three  or  four  good  roads, 
the  best  of  them  centering  on  Fred- 
ericksburg, and  by  a  multiplicity  of 
narrow  cart-tracks,  used  in  peace  only 
by  wood-cutters.  (It  is  a  mineral 
region,  and  its  timber  has  been  repeat- 
edly swept  off  as  fuel  for  miners.)  In 
this  tangled  labyrinth,  numbers,  artil- 
lery and  cavalry,  are  of  small  account ; 
local  knowledge,  advantage  of  posi- 
tion, and  command  of  roads,  every- 
thing. 

Lee's  army,  alert  and  vigilant,  was 
just  west  of  it ;  the  roads  diverged, 
fan-like,  on  that  side :  it  was  Grant's 
obvious  interest  to  get  through  this 
chapparal  as  quickly  and  with  as  lit- 
tle fighting  as  possible :  it  was  Lee's 
businessnottolethim.  Hence,themo- 
ment  our  movemeut  was  developed, 
the  Rebel  army,  which  had  been  look- 
ing north  across  the  Rapidan,  was 
faced  to  the  right  and  moved  rapidly 
down  parallel  with  our  advance,  form- 
ing line  of  battle  some  six  miles  east 
of  its  strong  defenses  on  Mine  run, 
which  proffered  a  safe  refuge  in  case 
of  disaster.  Lee,  like  M^e,  had 
reorganized  his  army  in  three  corps ; 
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whereof  Ewell'g  (late  the  right),  on 
its  change  of  front,  held  the  left, 
next  the  Eapldan ;  A.  P.  Hill  coming 
into  line  on  the  right ;  while  Long- 
street  (recently  returned  from  his 
East  Tennessee  campaign)  was  posted 
near  Charlottesville,  two  marches  off, 
but  was  rapidly  brought  up,  and  came 
into  action  liie  second  day.  The 
ground  was  as  unfavorable  for  us  as 
could  be;  yet  Grant,  being  unexpect- 
edly assailed — for  he  had  confidently 
expected  to  get  through  unmolested 
— ^had  no  choice  but  to  fight :  neither 
Bumside  nor  our  trains  being  yet 
fairly  over  the  river;  so  that  any  at- 
tempt to  evade  Lee's  unlooked-for 
blow  -would  have  compromised,  not 
merely  the  campaign,  but  the  army. 
Hardly  a  shot  had  been  fired  on 
the  first  day  of  our  movement ;  the 
Bebel  pickets  retreating  precipitately 
before  our  imposing  advance,  to  speed 
the  great  news  to  their  leaders.  Gen. 
Warren,  with  his  corps,  forming  our 


infantry  advance,  rested  for  the  night 
at  the  '  Old  Wilderness  tavern,'  five 
miles  from  the  ford,  where  Grant  and 
Meade  crossed  and  made  their  head- 
quarters next  morning ;  Gen.  Sedg- 
wick's corps  was  between  them  and  the 
ford ;  Gen.  Hancock,  with  his  corps, 
halted  at  or  near  OhancellorsviUe,  in 
the  rear  of  Warren.  Our  cavalry,  un- 
der Sheridan  and  his  lieutenants,  Wil- 
son and  Gt^^,  covered  the  front  and 
fianks  of  the  infantry. 

Warren  had  orders  to  move,  sup- 
ported by  Sedgwick,  early  next  morn- 
ing," to  Parker's  store,  five  miles  S. 
W.  of  his  camping-ground ;  following 
the  road  leading  to  Orange  Court 
House :  Hancock  was  to  press  south- 
ward, at  considerable  distance  on  his 
left,  making  for  Shady  Grove  church ; 
whUe  Sheridan's  cavalry  swept  still 
farther  south-west,  maldng  a  recon- 
noissance  in  force.  But  these  move- 
ments were  met  in  their  inception  by 
an  unlooked-for  advance  of  the  Bebel 
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infantry  nnder  Hill  againBt  Warren, 
and  nnder  Ewell  against  Sedgwick : 
the  former  drivii]^  in  the  5th  K".  T. 
cavalry  with  loss,  and  striking  War- 
ren heavily  and  ftill  in  front,  long 
before  he  had  reached  Parker's  store, 
and  before  Hancock  had  orders  to 
arrest  his  southward  march  and, 
facing  westward,  swing  in  on  War- 
ren's left.  In  short,  the  battle  com- 
menced before  our  army  was  in  posi- 
tion, ftnd  while  our  Generals  still 
supposed  that  there  was  no  considera- 
ble Rebel  force  at  hand — -as  Lee  evi- 
dently intended  to  have  it.  And 
Hill,  having,  by  wl  ^arly  €fcdvance, 
secured  a  strong  and  dieltered  posi- 
tion on  a  ridge  crossing  the  road, 
repelled  with  loss  the  brigades  of 
Bartlett  and  Ayres,  of  Griffin's  divi- 
sion, that  were  first  sent  up  against 
him  J  not  pressing  &r  his  advan- 
tage until  about  3  p.  m.  ;  when,  per- 
ceiving the  approach  of  Hancock,  he 
attempted  the  favorite  Bebel  ma- 
neuver of  interposing  a  strong  force 
between  our  usually  loosely  joined 
oonun^ds,  but  was  checked  by  Han- 
cock's arresting  his  direct  advance 
and  pushing  rapidly  to  the  right,  to 
dose  on  Warren.  This  was  effected, 
not  a  moment  too  soon ;  the  enwny's 
charging  column  being  abmdy  on 
Warren's  left  flank;  but  Hancock, 
with  his  diviBion  Generals,  Bimey, 
Barlow,  and  Gibbon,  struck  heavily  on 
thw  right,  wd  two  hours'  stubborn 
and  bloodv  conflict,  with  musketry 
ajone,  resulted  in  great  loss  to  both 
sides,  and  little  ftdvantage  to  either : 
Hancock's  corps,  which  had,  ere  this, 
beett  stxengthened  by  Getty's  divi- 
(rion  of  3©dgwick's,  saving  itself  from 
rout  by  the  most  obstinate  fighting. 
Sedgwick  had  been  attacked  a  lit- 


tle after  1  p.  m.  ;  but  Ewell  was  not 
at  first  in  so  great  force  as  Hill  was; 
and  the  advantage  here  was  on  our 
side :  the  enemy  being  obliged,  at  Zi 
p.  Mi,  to  give  ground,  aft^er  a  most 
determined  effort :  Maj.-Gen.  J.  M. 
Jones  and  Brig.-Gen.  Stafford  hav- 
ing been  killed.  Ehodes's  division,  led 
by  Gordon,  next  charged  vigorously, 
and  pushed  back  our  advance  witih 
loss,  taking  some  prisoners.  In  a 
return  charge  from  our  side.  Gen. 
P^ram  fell  severely  wounded.  Here- 
upon a  general  advance  on  our  side 
was  ordered,  but  arrested  by  the 
coming  of  n^ht.  The  Bebels  claimed 
1,000  prisoners  to  our  SOi)  as  the  net 
product  of  the  day's  work;  oliier- 
wise.  Vie  losses  were  nearly  equal 

Gn^it  had  decided  to  open  next 
morning  '*  by  an  advance  along  ou* 
whole  front ;  Bumside's  corps  having 
arrived  during  the  night  by  a  forced 
march,  and  been  distributed  to  the 
points  where  it  seemed  to  be  most 
needed.  Sedgwick  was  ordered  to 
move  at  5  A.  M. ;  but  the  enemy  were 
upon  him  a  quarter  before;  attempt- 
ing to  turn  our  right  flank,  which  was 
held  by  Gten.  Wright's  division,  with 
Gen.  Seymour's  provisional  division 
still  nearer  the  Bapidan.  This  air 
tack,  twice  repeated  during  the  fore- 
noon, but  not  resolutely  (being  a  feint 
to  mask  the  real  attack  on  Hancock), 
was  repulsed,  and  our  line  advanced 
a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  more  fav(nv 
able  position. 

At  8  A.  M.,  our  whole  front  was 
assailed,  and  again  two  hours  later, 
as  if  the  enemy  were  feeling  for  a 
weak  point.  Then,  efforts  were  made, 
as  before,  to  push  in  between  our 
several  corps  and  their  divisions ;  and 
at  length  to  strike  with  crushing  force 


*  Friday,  Kay  6. 
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on  one  wing  and  then  the  other; 
and  this  proved  the  more  successful 
maneuver.  It  was  evident  that  the 
Kebels,  in  their  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  facility  of 
moving  their  foi^ces  from  left  to  right 
and  back  again  in  the  rear  of  their 
defenses  and  fighting  line,  thus  thor- 
oughly screened  from  observation  on 
our  part,  possessed  Bdvantages  ftilly 
counterbalancing  their  deficiency  in 
numbers. 

On  out  left,  Gen.  Hancock  had 
moved  out,  at  5  a,  m.,  and  had  pushed 
forward,  fighting,  crowding  back  Hill 
and  taking  many  prisoners,  nearly  two 
miles,  across  the  Brock  road,  on  his 
way  to  Parker's  Aoro.  Here  he  was 
stopped  by  the  arrival  of  Longstreet ; 
"who,  after  a  brief  lull,  charged  in 
turn,  throwing  otrr  front  into  confu- 
sion, and  requiring  the  presence  of 
part  of  Bumside's  men  to  restore  and 
steady  it ;  when  Longstreet  in  turn 
was  pressed  back,  falling  severely 
wounded — ^itwas  said  by  a  fire  from 
his  own  men.  Again  a  desperate  at- 
tack by  the  enemy  hore  back  the  front 
of  the  2d  corps  to  its  intrenched  line 
and  abatis  along  the  Brock  road; 
near  which,  but  farther  to  the  right, 
Gen.  James  S.  Wadsworth,  gallantly 
struggling  to  st6m  the  adverse  tide, 
was  shot  through  the  head  and  mor- 
tally wounded;  as  Gen.  Alex.  Hays 
had  been  the  day  before. 

But,  another  lull  now  occurring, 
our  front  was  straightened  and 
strengthened :  Gen.  Bumside's  corps 
having  been  thrown  in  between  Han- 
cock and  Warren,  so.  as  to  give  our 
line  the  full  strength  of  our  infantry. 
Hardly  had  this  been  done  when  the 
now  united  corps  of  Hill  and  Long- 
street  fell  ftiriously  upon  our  left  and 
left  center,  pushing  them  back,  and, 


striking  heavily  on  Stevenson's  divi- 
sion of  Bumside's  corps,  drove  it  back 
and  rushed  through  the  gap.  Han- 
cock promptly  sent  Col.  Carroll,  with 
the  8d  brigade  of  his  2d  division,  to 
strike  the  advancing  foe  in  fiank, 
which  was  admirably  done :  the  ene- 
my being  driven  back  with  heavy 
loss,  and  our  troops  regaining  their 
former  position. 

Thus  ended  the  battle  on  our  left ; 
but,  the  enemy,  massing  swiftly  and 
heavily  on  our  right,after  our  Generals 
supposed  the  day's  fighting  o ver,struck 
again,  under  Gordon,  juat  before  dark, 
at  that  flank ;  surprising  and  routing 
Truman  Seymour's  and  then  Shaler's 
brigade,  taking  nearly  4,000  prison- 
ers, including  Seymour  himselfc  For 
a  moment,  it  seemed  that  our  army, 
or  at  least  its  right  wing,  was  expos- 
ed to  rout ;  but  Q^n.  Sedgwick  ex- 
erted himself  to  restore  his  lines,  and 
succeeded:  the  enemy  making  off 
with  most  of  their  prisoners  in  tri- 
umph. Li  fact,  this  charge  had  been 
made  at  so  late  an  hour  that  no  far- 
ther success  than  was  achieved  could 
wisely  have  been  aimed  at.  Our  ar- 
my rested,  after  the  second  day's 
bloody  struggle,  substantially  on  the 
ground  held  by  it  at  the  beginning. 

Early  next  morning,  some  guns 
(which  had  just  been  posted  on  our 
right)  opened ;  but  there  was  no  re- 
ply ;  then  our  skirmishers  advanced, 
but  were  met  by  skirmishers  only; 
and  it  was  soon  evident  that  Lee  had 
intrenched  his  whole  front,  and  was 
willing  to  receive  an  attack  behind 
his  works,  but  not  inclined  to  advance 
again  and  make  one.  And,  as  fight- 
ing in  this  labyrinth  was  nowise 
Grant^s  choice,  but  Lee's  wholly,  and 
as  the  latter  did  not  invite  a  persist- 
ence in  it,  Grant  resolved  to  resume 
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Ilis  march ;  and  accordingly  put  his 
columns  in  motion  southward,  aiming 
to  clear  the  Wilderness  and  concen- 
trate his  army  on  the  high,  open 
ground  around  Spottsylvania  C.  H. 
The  only  serious  conflict  this  day  was 
an  indecisive  one  near  Todd's  store, 
between  four  brigades  of  our  cavalry 
and  a  like  force  of  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's, 
with  a  loss  about  250  on  either  side. 
As  Stuart  attacked,  and  failed  to 
achieve  any  advantage,  Sheridan 
daimed  the  result  as  a  triumph. 

Our  losses  in  this  terrible  struggle 
in  the  Wilderness  were  nearly  20,000 
men,  of  whom  some  6,000  were  taken 
prisoners.  Our  loss  in  officers  was 
heavy.  The  country's  salvation 
claimed  no  nobler  sacrifice  than  that 
of  Gen.  James  S.  Wads  worth,  of  New 
York.  Bom  to  affluence  and  social 
distinction,  already  past  the  age  of 
military  service,  he  had  volunteered 
in  1861,  under  the  impulse  of  a  sense 
of  duty  alone.  As  an  aid  of  Gen. 
McDowell,  he  was  conspicuously  use- 
ful at  Bull  Run  ;  accustomed  to  every 
luxury,  he  had  courted,  ever  since, 
the  hardships  and  perils  of  the  field ; 
made  the  Eepublican  candidate  for 
Governor  in  1862  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  he  could  not  have  failed  to 
be  elected,  could  those  have  voted 
who,  like  himself,  were  absent  fi:om 
the  State  at  the  call  of  their  country ; 
and,  though  he  peremptorily  declined, 
his  fellow  citizens,  had  he  lived, 
would  have  insisted  on  electing  him 
Governor  in  1864.  Thousands  of 
the  unnamed  and  unknown  have 
evinced  as  fervid  and  pure  a  patriot- 
ism, but  no  one  surrendered  more  for 
his  country's  sake,  or  gave  his  life 
more  joyfolly  for  her  deliverance, 
than  did  James  S.  Wadsworth. 


Among  our  wounded  in  this  con- 
test were  Gens.  Hancock  (ali^Uf), 
Getty,  Gregg,  Owen,  Bartlett,  Webb, 
and  CarrolL 

Of  the  Bebel  killed,  the  most  con- 
spicuous were  Maj.-G^n.  Sam.  Jones 
and  Brig.-Gen.  Albert  G.  Jenkins. 
Amon^  their  wounded  were  Gena. 
Longstreet  (disabled  for  months),  Staf* 
ford  (mortally),  Pickett,  P^ram,  and 
Hunter.  Doubtless,  their  aggregate 
losses  were  much  less  than  ours,  es- 
pecially in  prisoners ;  but  they  were 
nevertheless  severe,  as  they  were  es- 
timated by  themselves  at  8,000. 


Warren,  starting  at  9  p.  k.  of  the 
7th,  preceded  by  cavalry,  emeiged" 
from  the  Wilderness  at  Alsop's  farm, 
where  the  Brock  road  crosses  the 
little  river  Po ;  but  he  had  been  de- 
tained by  the  obstruction  of  his  roads 
by  the  enemy,  and  by  the  cavab7 
fight  in  his  front,  so  that  Longstreet's 
corps  had  arrived  before  him,  and 
taken  post  across  the  little  river  Ny, 
with  his  guns  planted  on  the  ridge 
beyond,  to  sweep  our  columns  as  thej 
advanced.  After  a  mutual  cannonr 
ade,  Eobinson's  overmatched  division 
was  advanced  to  the  assault,  but  re- 
pulsed; Eobinson  being  severely 
wounded.  Later  in  the  day,  when 
part  of  the  6th  corps  had  come  np, 
the  assault  was  renewed,  GriflSn's 
division  taking  part ;  when  the  ene- 
my were  driven  back,  with  a  loss  of 
1,500.    Ours  was  judged  to  be  less. 

Miles's  brigade  of  Hancock's  coq)s 
was  attacked  this  day  at  Corbyn's 
bridge,  but  beat  off  its  assailants. 
Wilson,  with  our  advance  cavalry, 
penetrated  to  Spottsylvania  Coort 
House ;  but,  being  unsupported,  w«» 
compelled  to  retire. 


»  Sunday,  Kaj  8. 
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Next  day,"  our  anny  cleared  the 
Wilderness    and   was    concentrated 
around  Spottsylvanjji  Court  House, 
now  held  by  Hill  and  Ewell :  War- 
ren in  the  center,  Hancock  on  the 
right,  Sedgwick  on  the  left.    While 
placing  his  guns,  and  bantering  some 
of  his  men,  who  winced  at  the  sing- 
ing of  Rebel  bullets,  Gen,  Sedgwick 
was  struck  in  the  face  by  a  sharp- 
shooter's missile,  and  fell  instantly 
dead.    He  was  a  native  and  citizen 
of  Connecticut,  a  bachelor  of  40,  a 
thorough  soldier,  greatly  beloved  for 
his  social  qualities  by  all  who  knew 
him.     Gen.  Wm.  H.  Morris,  of  New- 
York,  was  severely  wounded  this  day. 
G^n.  HL  G.  Wright  next  day  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  of  the  6th 
corps,  and  Gen.  Bumside  came  into 
position  on  our  left ;  when  our  batte- 
ries opened  on  the  enemy's  position, 
and  charges   on   his  rifle-pits  were 
made  by  Barlow's  and  by  Gibbon's 
divisions,  in  front  of  the  2d  and  5th 
corps,  bringing  on  a  general  engage- 
ment.   We  finally  attempted  to  turn 
the  enemy's  left  flank,  but  failed; 
Barlow's    division,  which   had    ad- 
vanced across  the  Po,  being  ordered 
to  return,  was  fiercely  attacked  on 
its  retreat,  and  at  one  time  in  danger 
of  destruction,  but  finally  extricated 
-with    some  loss,  including  a  gun. 
Several  charges  on  our  part  were  re- 
pulsed with  loss — Brig.-Gens.  J.  C. 
!Rice    and  T.   G.  Stevenson   being 
among  our  kiUed.   Late  in  the  after- 
noon, a  most  gallant    charge  was 
made  from  our  left  by  Wright's  1st 
division,  Col.  Upton,  and  3d,  Gen. 
I>,  A.  Russell,  who  rushed  over  the 
first  line  of  Bebel  defenses  and  took 
900  prisoners,  beside  several  guns, 
^Betich,  for  want  of  proper  support. 


they  were  obliged  at  dark  to  aban- 
don. The  day  closed  with  no  decisive 
success;  our  aggregate  loss  having 
been  severe;  the  enemy's — ^because 
of  their  position — probably  much 
less. 

Gen.  Grant  dispatched  next  morn- 
ing to  the  War  Department  the  fol- 
lowing pithy  but  rather  roseate  bul- 
letin: 

^*  HbADQUABTBRS  IK  THE  FlELD,  ) 

"Majll,  1864— 8  a.m.      f 
"  "We  have  now  ended  the  sixth  day  of 

very  heavy  fighting.    The  result,  to  this 

time,  is  much  in  our  favor. 

''*'  Our  losses  have  been  heavy,  as  well  as 

those  of  the  enemy.    I  think  the  loss  of  the 

enemy  must  be  greater. 
"  We  have  taken  over  5,000  prisoners  by 

battle,  whilst  he  has  taken  from  us  but  few, 

except  stragglers. 

"1  PB0PO8B  TO  PIOHT  IT  OUT  ON  THIS 
LOTB,    IF  IT  TAKES  ALL  SUMMEB. 

"  U.  8.  Grant,  Lieut -Gen.  Ck>mmand- 
ing  the  Armies  of  the  United  States." 

This  day  was  spent  in  reconnoiter. 
ing,  skirmishing,  and  getting  ready 
for  the  morrow.  The  afternoon  was 
rainy.  Hancock,  at  nightfall,  was  or- 
dered to  leave  at  midnight  his  posi- 
tion fronting  Hill,  and  move  silently 
to  the  left,  taking  post  between 
Wright  and  Bumside,  so  as  to  be 
ready  for  work  early  in  the  morning. 

When  morning  came,  the  rain  had 
given  place  to  a  fog  of  exceeding 
density,  under  cover  of  which,  Han- 
cock sternly  advanced,  in  two  lines ; 
Barlow's  and  Bimey's  divisions  form- 
ing the  first;  Gibbon's  and  Mott's 
the  second.  Before  them  was  a  sa- 
lient angle  of  earthworks,  held  by 
Edward  Johnson's  division  of  Sw- 
ell's corps.  Swiftly,  noiselessly  sweep- 
ing over  the  rugged,  di£3cult,  thick- 
ly wooded  intervening  space — some 
1,200  yards — ^Barlow's  and  Bimey's 
divisions  dashed,  with  a  thundering 
cheer,  over  the  front  and  flank  of  the 
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enemy's  works,  surprising  and  over- 
whelming the  Rebels  in  their  trench- 
es, and  capturing  Johnson,  with  most 
of  his  division ;  also  Brig.-Gen.  Geo. 
H.  Stewart^*  and  part  of  two  bri- 
gades; also  30  guns.  The  number 
of  prisoners  secured  and  sent  to  the 
rear  was  over  3,000. 

Hancock  wrote  in  pencil  to  Grant : 
"  I  have  captiired  from  30  to  40  guns. 
I  have  finished  up  Johnson,  and  sm 
going  into  Early."  He  had  in  fact, 
though  he  did  not  know  it,  all  but 
captuired  Lee  himself  and  had  n^Eu*ly 
cut  the  Rebel  army  in  two.  But  the 
surprise  was  now  over,  and  the  rally 
of  the  Rebels  was  prompt  and  vigor- 


ous. Their  case  was  desperate — ^for  de- 
feat now  was  annihilation — and  they 
fought  with  invincible  ardor  and  reso- 
lution. Grant  had  ftilly  prepared  for 
the  emergency ;  Wright's  (6th)  corps 
hurried  up  to  the  aid  of  Hanooc^ 
and  Warren  and  Bumside  charged 
promptly  and  bravely  on  our  right ; 
but  the  enemy's  position  here  was  so 
strong  that  he  held  it  and  at  the  same 
time  dispatched  aid  to  his  endangered 
right.  Charge  followed  chai^  in 
quick  succession,  and  the  mntual  c&^ 
nage  was  fearfuL  Seeing  that  no  im- 
pression was  made  by  onr  attacb 
along  the  enemy's  unshaken  front, 
they  were  intermitted,  while  CntleA 


"  Stewart  was  an  old  army  friend  of  Han- 
eodc,  whb,  when  the  former  was  brought  before 
bun  as  a  prisoner,  held  out  his  hand,  cordially 
inquiringrr  "How  are  you,  Stewart?"  The  latter 
haughtily  replied,  "I  am  Gen.  Stewart,  of  the 


Confederate  Army,  and,  under  the  cUcomataaoe^ 
I  decline  to  take  your  hand."  "  And  under  a^y 
other  droomstanoes,  General,  I  should  not  Itfra 
offered  it,'*  was  the  prompt  aod  fit  re^Kmae  of 

the  victor. 
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and  GriflSn's  diyisions  were  detached 
from  Warren  and  sent  to  the  aid  of 
Hancock,  who  BtiH  held  fast  to  the 
captured  work,  but  could  not  go  be- 
yond it ;  while  Lee  made  five  Bucces- 
sive  and  desperate  assaults  on  him, 
with  intent  to  hurl  him  back;  the 
men  fighting  hand-to-hand,  with  their 
respective  fiags  often  planted  on  op- 
posite sides  of  the  same  breastwork. 
These  assaults  were  all  repelled  with 
frightful  carnage ;  but  Hancock  was 
imable  to  advance,  as  he  had  expect- 
ed to  do,  and  ultimately  got  off  but 
20  of  the  captured  guns.  Eain  set  in 
again  at  noon ;  but  the  fighting  con- 
tinued till  near  midnight,  when  it  was 
terminated  by  Lee's  desisting  and 
leaving  Hancock  in  possession  of 
his  hard- won  prize;  but  that  was 
the  extent  of  our  advantage,  which 
had  cost  us  several  thousand  men, 
and  the  enemy  almost  as  many.  Lee 
fortified  and  held  a  line  immediately 
in  fi^nt  of  Hancock ;  so  that  the  ene- 
iny's  general  position  proved  as  in- 
vulnerable as  ever. 

Here  ensued  several  days  of  ma- 
neuvering, marching  and  counter- 
marching, in  quest  of  a  weak  point 
in  the  enemy's  defenses;  but  none 
TVas  found :  an  assault  being  delivered 
on  the  18th,  by  Gibbon's  and  Bar- 
low^s  divisions,  supported  by  Bimey's 
and  Tyler's,  nearly  in  front  of  the 
work  liiey  had  so  gallantly  carried  on 
the  12th;  but  they  were  stopped  by 
formidable  abatis,  and  repulsed,  los- 
ing heavily. 

Next  afternoon,  observing  or  sus- 
pecting that  our  army  was  gradually 
moving  to  the  left,  with  intent  to  fiank 
and  pass  him,  Lee  threw  forward  E w- 
ell  against  our  weakened  right,  held 
by  Tyler's  division  of  foot  artillerists 


recently  drawn  from  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  by  whom  he  was  gal- 
lantly repulsed  and  driven  off,  though 
not  without  serious  loss  on  our  side. 
The  reckless  fighting  of  the  artille- 
rists— ^mainly  veterans  in  service,  but 
new  to  the  field — excited  general  ad- 
miration, but  cost  blood.  The  2d 
and  6th  corps  hurrying  to  their  aid, 
Ewell's  men  were  run  off  and  scat- 
tered in  the  woods,  on  our  left,  where 
several  hundreds  of  them  were  himted 
up  and  taken  prisoners.  Somewhat 
delayed  by  this  sally,  our  army,  mov- 
ing by  the  left,  resumed,  next  night,** 
its  march  to  Bichmond. 

Gen.  Meade  reports  his  losses  up 
to  this  time  at  39,791 ;  to  which  some- 
thing must  be  added  for  the  losses 
of  Bumside's  corps  before  it  was 
formally  incorporated  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  If  we  assume  that 
half  these  fell  in  the  Wilderness,  our 
losses  around  Spottsylvania  C.  H. 
were  scarcely  less  than  20,000  men. 
The  Bebels,  holding  a  ridge,  gener- 
ally fighting  on  the  defensive  and  be- 
hind breastworks,  had  suffered  con- 
siderably less,  but  still  quite  heavily. 
Among  their  officers  killed  were 
Gens.  Daniels,  Perrin,  and  J.  M. 
Jones. 

In  the  Wilderness,  our  army  had 
cut  loose  from  its  original  base  north 
of  the  Rapidan.  It  had  since  estab- 
lished a  new  one  at  Fredericksburg, 
to  which  its  wounded  were  sent,  and 
where  they  were  met  by  officers, 
nurses,  and  other  employes  of  the 
Sanitary  and  Christian  Associations, 
with  the  amplest  and  most  thought- 
ftil  provision  for  the  mitigation 
of  their  sufferings.  As  it  moved 
down  toward  Bichmond,  new  bases 
were  established  at  Port  Royal  and 
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then  at  White  House ;  so  that,  whUe 
there  was  doubtless  much  suffering 
from  privation  as  well  as  from 
woxinds,  it  was  always  within  a  short 
distance  of  posts  to  which  abtmdant 
supplies  were  forwarded  from  Wash- 
ington and  from  the  great  commer- 
cial cities,  under  the  efficient  direc- 
tion of  Gen.  Eufus  Ingalls,  its  chief 
Quartermaster. 


On  emerging  from  the  Wilderness, 
Gen.  Sheridan^  with  the  better  part 
of  our  cavalry,  led  by  Merritt,  Wil- 
son, and  Gregg,  was  dispatched"  on 
a  raid  toward  Richmond.  Crossing 
next  day  the  North  Anna,  Sheridan 
carried  the  Beaverdam  station  on 
the  Virginia  Central,  destroying  the 
track,  three  trains  of  cars,  a  million 
and  a  half  of  rations,  and  liberating 
400  Union  prisoners  captured  in  the 
Wilderness  and  now  on  their"  way  to 
Richmond.  Stuart's  cavalry  here 
overtook  and  assailed  his  flaiik  and 
rear,  but  to  little  purpose.  Crossing 
the  South  Anna  at  Ground  Squirrel 
bridge,  Sheridan  captured  Ashland 
Station  at  daylight;"  breaking  up 
the  railroad,  destroying  a  train  and  a 
large  quantity  of  stores.  He  then  re- 
sumed his  march  to  Richmond. 

Stuart  had  meantime  passed  him  and 
massed  his  cavalry  at  Yellow  Tavern, 
a  few  miles  north  of  Richmond,  where 
he  proposed  to  stop  the  raid.  A  spir- 
ited fight  ensued,  wherein  Stuart  was 
mortally  wounded  (as  was  Brig.-Gen. 
J.  B.  Gordon)  and  his  force  driven 
off  the  turnpike  toward  Ashland, 
leaving  the  road  to  Richmond  open. 
Sheridan  pressed  down  it;  Custer 
carrying  the  outer  line  of  defenses 
and  taHng  100  prisoners.  But  Rich- 
mond was  no  longer  to  be  taken  on  a 


gallop,  and  our  assault  was  repulsed ; 
Sheridan  crossing  the  Chickahominy 
at  Meadow  bridge,  beating  off  at- 
tacks both  front  and  rear,  burning  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  moving  to  Hax- 
all's;**  where  he  rested  three  days, 
and  then,  moving  by  White  House 
and  Hanover  C.  H.,  rejoined  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Q^n.  Butler,  commanding  at  For- 
tress Monroe,  had  beenreenforced  in 
pursuance  of  a  programme  suggested 
by  him  and  concurred  in  by  Gen. 
Grant:  Gen.  W.  F,  Smithes  (18th) 
corps  and    Gen.    Gillmore's  (10th) 
corps  (from  South  Carolina)  having 
been  sent  him,  raising  our  effective 
strength  in  his  department  to  some 
40,000  men,  of  whom  perhaps  30,000 
were  disposable.     Having    sent**  a 
small  force  on  steamboats  up  the  York 
to  White  House,  to  move  out  and 
menace  Richmond  so  as  to  draw  the 
enemy's  attention  to  that  quarter,  the 
day  after  Gillmore's  arrival  his  real 
movement  commenced,"  in  coopera- 
tion with  General  Grant's,  and  with 
others.    Embarking  his  infantry  and 
artillery,  25,000  strong,  Gen.  Butler 
proceeded  up  James  river,  while  Gen. 
Kautz,  with  3,000  cavjJry,  moved 
out  from  Suffolk,  crossing  tiie  Black- 
water  and  cutting  the  Weldon  road  at 
Stony  creek ;  CoL  R-West,  with  1,500 
more  troopers,  simultaneously  advan- 
cing from  Williamsburg  up  the  north 
bank  of  the  James.  The  armed  trans- 
ports moved  up  the  James  by  night, 
the  unarmed  foUowingnext  day,**  pio- 
neered by  the  iron-clads  and  odier 
naval  forces    under    Admiral   Lee. 
Wilson's  wharf.  Fort  Powhattan,  and 
City  Point,  were  seized  without  re- 
sistance ;  10,000  men  being  at  once 
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pnslied  forward  to  possess  and  secure 
the  peninsula  between  the  James  and 
the  Appomattox,  known  as  Bermuda 
Hundreds.    Next  day,  Gen.  Smith 
moved  out  toward  the  raikoad  from 
Richmond  to  Petersburg,  but  failed 
to  strike  it.     On  the  7th,  Gen.  Smith, 
with  his  own  and  part  of  Gillmore's 
corps,  struck  the  raiboad  near  Port 
Walthall  junction,  and  commenced 
destroying  it ;  having  to  fight  D.  H. 
Hill,  but  with  advantage  to  our  side ; 
while  Col.  West's  cavalry,  having 
forded  the    Chickahominy,    arrived 
opposite  City  Point.    After  breaking 
up  the  railroad  for  some  distance, 
Gen.  Butler,  misled  by  advices  from 
Washington  that  Gen.  Lee  was  beat- 
en and  in  foil  retreat  on  Eichmond 
— ^which  would  have  brought  him 
down  suddenly  in  overwhelming  force 
on  this  army — drew  back  within  his 
intrenchments,  which  he  was  engaged 
in  strengthening  for  the  apprehended 
emergency.    The  fact  that  his  two 
corps  commanders  did  not  cordially 
cooperate,  while  Gillmore  did  not 
execute  his  orders  so  promptly  and 
vigorously  as  he  deemed  fit,  somewhat 
increased  the  inevitable  perplexities 
of  the  commander's  critical  position. 
Had  Butler  been  directed  to  move 
at  once    on    Petersburg,  he  could 
hardly  have  failed  to  capture  that 
city — ^there  being    no    considerable 
Kebel  force  then  in  lower  Virginia — 
and  might  have  been  enabled  to  hold 
it ;  separating,  for  a  time,  the  Rebel 
capital  and   Lee's  army  from  the 
South  proper.    But,  the  first  astoun- 
ding news  of  his  movement  up  the 
James    summoned    Beauregard    by 
telegraph  from  Charleston,  with  all 
the  forces  that  could  be  scraped  fit)m 
that  region — now  relieved  of  all  ap- 


prehension by  Gillmore's  withdraw- 
al. When,  therefore,  the  first  reso- 
lute effort  was  made  "  to  cut  the  rail- 
road, some  portion  either  of  the  North 
or  South  Carolina  forces  had  already 
arrived ;  and,  when  it  was  renewed," 
the  enemy  had  been  materially 
strengthen'ed.  Still,  the  advantage 
of  numbers  was  clearly  on  our  side ; 
and  the  enemy  was  forced  to  uncover 
the  raiboad,  which  was  destroyed  for 
some  distance;  our  troops  pressing 
southward  to  Swift  creek,  three  miles 
from  Petersburg.  But  now,  deceived 
by  fresh,  joyftd,  but  hardly  truthful, 
Washington  advices,  Butler  turned 
his  face  northward,  to  participate  in 
the  expected  speedy  capture  of  Rich- 
mond ;  pushing  his  lines  gradually  up 
to  Proctor's  creek,  whence  the  enemy 
withdrew**  to  an  intrenched  line  be- 
hind it,  which  Gen.  Gillmore  flanked, 
and  which  was  to  have  been  assault- 
ed ;  but  our  troops  had  been  so  dis- 
persed that  the  requisite  force  was 
not  at  hand;  so  the  attack  was  de- 
ferred till  next  morning.  •• 

But  Beaur^ard — whom  Butler 
supposed  still  at  or  below  Peters- 
burg, unable  to  get  up — was  on 
hand,  with  a  formidable  force,  and 
intent  on  making  himself  disagree- 
able. A  dense  fog  shrouded  every 
thing,  when,  before  daylight,  our 
sleeping  soldiers  on  the  front  were 
startled  by  a  grand  crash  of  ardllery 
and  musketry.  Our  forces  had  been 
so  disposed  that  there  was  over  a 
mUe  of  open  country  between  our 
right  and  the  James,  merely  picketed 
by  150  cavalry;  and  Beauregard, 
having  made  careftil  observations  be- . 
fore  dark,  attempted  at  once  to  as- 
sault in  front,  to  turn  this  flank,  and 
to  strike  heavily  our  left  with  a  divi- 
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sion  under  Gen.  Whiting,  which  he 
had  left  on  the  Petersburg  side  of  the 
gap  in  the  railroad. 

The  attempt  to  turn  our  right  was 
at  first  a  decided  success.  Heck- 
man's  brigade,  here  posted,  was  sur- 
prised and  overwhehned.  The  ene- 
my gained  the  rear  of  this  flank,  and 
was  carrying  all  before  him,  when  he 
met  the  112th  New  York — one  of 
three  Gillmore  regiments  which  But- 
ler had  fortunately  sent  to  Smith  as 
a  support  to  his  long,  thin  line.  Join- 
'  ed  on  the  instant  by  the  9th  Maine, 
this  regiment  held  the  road-junction 
which  the  enemy  were  pressing  on  to 
seize,  and  stubbornly  refosed  to  move. 
The  Eebel  commander,  disconcerted 
by  this  unexpected  resistance,  and 
reluctant  to  advance  in  the  fog  to 
unknown  and  incalculable  perils,  de- 
sisted and  withdrew. 

The  front  of  Smith's  line,  held  by 
the  divisions  of  Brooks  and  Weitzel, 
was  impetuously  assailed ;  but  Smith, 
having  found  a  quantity  of  tel^raph 
wire  lying  idle,  had  resolved  to  make 
a  precautionary  use  of  it,  by  direct- 
ing his  men  to  stretch  it  tightly  along 
their  front,  winding  it  occasionally 
around  a  tree  or  stump,  at  a  height 
of  two  or  three  feet  from  the  ground. 
The  assaulting  enemy,  rushing  blindly 
upon  this  in  their  charge,  pitched 
headlong  over  it,  and  were  shot  or 
bayoneted  ere  they  could  regain  their 
feet  Their  attack  in  front  was  thus  re- 
pulsed— the  assailants  recoiling  with 
loss. 

Beauregard  thereupon  renewed  his 
effort  to  turn  our  right;  sending. a 
large  force,  and  directing  it  to  make 
a  farther  detour;  which  was  done, 
and  Smith  thereby  compelled  to  fall 
back. 


Whiting,  who  was  to  have  struck 
Gillmore  on  our  left,  failed,  for  some 
reason,  to  do  so;  hence,  Gillmore 
stood  in  idle  expectancy,  until  Smith 
drew  back,  when  he  did  likewise. 
We  had  lost  in  this  collision  about 
4,000  men ;  the  Eebels  at  least  3,000. 
Beauregard  cautiously  followed  up, 
and  erected  a  line  of  works  across  the 
peninsulainfrontof ours;  sothatG^u 
Butler  wrote  to  Gen,  Grant  that  he 
was  '^  bottled  up :"  a  remark  that  the 
Lieutenant-General,  rather,  inconsid- 
erately, adopts  in  his  report  of  the 
campaign.  So  long  as  our  navy 
and  transports  held  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the.  rivers^  enabling  Butlar 
to  laxmch  his  troops  in  any  direction 
but  directly  norUiwaird,  Ihe  remark 
had  but  little  pertinence  or  force; 
as  the  unobstructed  and  ready  with- 
drawal,'* soon  aft^erward,  ef  Smith's 
corps  to  reenforce  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  sufficiently  proves.  When 
that  detachment  was  required,  But- 
ler was  on  the  point  of  striking  that 
determined  blow  at  Petersburg  which 
should  have  been  his  first,  and,  but 
for  misinformation  as  to  Lee's  di&* 
comfiture,  probably  would  have  been 
successful. 

There  was  further  fighting  along 
Gen,  Butler's  front,  on  the  18th,  19th, 
20th,  and  21st,  with  considerable  loss 
on  each  side;  but  without  decisive 
results.  Gen.  Terry's  line  was  forced 
back  on  the  20th,  but  reestablished 
next  day.  And  Gen.  £aut2,  who  had 
been  sent  on  a  cavalry  raid  to  cut  the 
railroads  leading  southward  and  west- 
ward fix)m  Petersburg,  acting  widi 
caution,  achieved  but  a  moderate 
success ;  i^utting  the  Daavdlle  road  at 
Coalfield,  Powhattan,  and  Ohula,  but 
failing  to  destroy  the  iron  bridge  at 


'  May  80>31. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GBANT  ADVANCES  TO  THB  NORTH  ANNA. 


677 


Matoax,  which  was  stronglj  guard- 
ed. He  did  a  little  harm  also  to  the 
Lynchbnrg  gnd  Weldon  road ;  mak- 
ing liis  waj  circuitously  but  safely 
thence"  to  City  Point.  Meantime, 
oar  fleet  had  had  a  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous task  in  fishing  the  James  for 
torpedoes ;  by  one  of  which,  the  small 
gunboat  Cora.  Jones  had  been  utterly 
destroyed,"  and  50  of  its  crew  killed 
or  wounded.  The  gimboats  Shosho- 
nee  and  Brewster  were  likewise  de- 
stroyed by  explosions,  but  not  of  tor- 
pedoes. 

Gen.  Grant's  flanking  adyance  from 
Spottsylvania  to  the  North  Anna 
was  admirably  planned  and  executed 
without  loss — a  single  blow  aimed  by 
Hill  at  the  front  of  Wright's  (6th) 
corps,  just  before  it  started**  to  cover 
the  movement,  being  easily  repelled. 
But,  as  our  movement  was  earily  de- 
tected from  the  higher  ground  held 
by  Lee,  and  as  his  position  covered 
the  direct  and  best  road  leading 
straight  to  Eichmond,  compelling 
Grant  to  make  a  considerable  detour 
eastward  and  move  by  inferior  roads, 
it  was  inevitable  on  our  part  that, 
on  approaching"  the  North  Anna, 
near  the  crossing  of  the  Fredericks- 
burg railroad,  our  army  should  find 
its  old  antagonist  planted  across  that 
stream,  in  an  admirable  position,  cov- 
ering the  Central  road  (on  which 
Breckinridge,  having  Waten  Sigel  in 
the  Valley,  was  now  hurrying  down 
to  reenforce  Lee),  and  prepared  to 
dispute  resolutely  its  farther  advance. 

Warren,  on  our  right,  crossed  that 
afternoon  at  Jericho  ford,  the  enemy 
being  in  slender  force  in  his  imme- 
diate presence ;  but  they  were  very 
soon  strengthened,  and  an  attack  in 


front,  on  Ghriffin's  division,  made  at  5 
p.  M.  by  Wilcox's  and  Heth's  divisions 
(six  brigades)  of  Hill's  corps,  but 
promptly  and  effectually  repulsed 
with  loss  to  the  enemy ;  who  there- 
upon sent  Brown,  with  three  brigades, 
to  turn  our  right.  This  maneuver 
was  well  executed ;  the  blow  falling 
on  Cutler's  division  while  getting 
into  position,  crushing  in  his  left,  and 
throwing  the  whole  into  confusion. 
Pressing  swiftly  to  their  right,  the 
charging  column  struck  the  right  of 
Griffin's  division,  which  was  saved  by 
refusing  that  flank,  while  Bartlett'a 
brigade  was  hurried  forward  to  itft 
support  Li  making  this  advance 
the  83d  Pennsylvania,  Lt.-CoL  Mo* 
Coy,  swept  closely  past  the  flank  of' 
Brown's  column,  when  McCoy  in^ 
stantly  wheeled  his  forward  conv 
panics  into  line,  and  gave  a  volley^ 
which,  delivered  at  close  quarters  on 
the  flank  and  rear  of  the  Bebd  col- 
umn, threw  it  into  utter  disorder  and 
rout :  one  of  McCoy's  men.  seizing 
Brown  by  the  collar  and  d]:agging 
him  into  our  lines,  while  neady  1,000 
of  his  men  were  gathered  iip  as  pri- 
soners. Our  loss  here  waa  but  350, 
and  the  enemy's  attack  was  com- 
pletely foiled.  Warr^i  established 
and  intrenched  his  lines  without  far- 
ther resistance. 

G^en.  Hancock  struck  the  North 
Anna  at  the  Chesterfield  bridge,  a 
mile  above  the  Fredericksburg  rail- 
road, where  he  was  confronted  by 
McLaws's  division  of  Longstreet's 
corps,  mainly  across  the  river,  but 
holding  an  ngly  fortification  or  bridge- 
head on  this  side ;  which,  at  6  p.  ic, 
aft;er  a  vigorous  fire  from  three  sec- 
tions of  artillery,  was  stormed  and 
carried  by  Pierce's  and  Egan's  brig- 
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adee  of  Bimey^s  division,  who  swept 
over  the  plain  on  the  double-quick, 
disregarding  the  heavy  fire  of  its  de- 
fenders, swarmed  over  the  parapet, 
and  drove  out  the  garrison,  capturing 
80,  with  a  total  loss  of  150.  Eepeat- 
ed  efforts  by  the  enemy  to  bum  the 
bridge  during  the  ensuing  night  were 
txiffled ;  and  in  the  morning  it  was 
<fifleovered  that  they  had  retreated ; 
when  Hancock  quietly  crossed  and 
established  himself  on  the  south  side ; 
as  Wright,  following  "Warren,  had 
done  at  Jericho  ford  the  night  before. 
The  paottge  of  the  river  tiius 
seemed  to  be  triumphantly  and 
cheaply  effected ;  but  the  appearance 
was  delusive.  The  river  waa  barely 
fordable  at  diffbrent  points,  with 
high,  rocky  banks;  and  Lee  had 
chosen  a  strong  position,  with  both 
flanks  drawn  back;  his  right  cov- 
ered by  marshes;  his  left  resting 
on  Little  river;  his  front  on  the 
North  Anna  narrow  and  strong ;  our 
army  being  situated  much  aA  his  was 


at  Gettysburg,  when  Meade  was  able 
to  throw  divisions  and  corps  from 
right  to  left  to  breast  a  coming  shock, 
or  strike  a  return  blow,  in  half  the 
time  that  Lee  required  to  countervail 
the  movement.  So,  when  Bumside, 
approaching  the  river  half  way  be- 
tween our  right  and  left  wings,  at- 
tempted to  cross,  his  advance  division 
(Crittenden's)  was  promptly  repelled 
with  heavy  loss ;  and  when  Warren 
attempted  to  connect  with  Bumside 
by  pushing  Crawford's  division  down 
the  south  bank  of  the  river,  he  in 
turn  was  assailed  in  overwhelming 
force,  and  was  with  difficulty  extri- 
cated Grant  paused  and  pondered, 
and  studied  and  planned ;  but  Lee's 
position  was  absolutely  invulnerable, 
or  only  to  be  wrested  ft^m  good  sol- 
diers witb  an  enormous  disparity  of 
force,  and  by  a  fiightftil  sacrifice  of 
life.  Aft;er  deliberate  and  careftd 
reconnoissances,  continued  through- 
out two  days,  an  assault  was  for- 
borne, and  our  army,  cautiously  with- 
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drawing  at  nightfall  •*  fix)m  the  ene- 
my's front,  r§cro88ed  the  river  unafl- 
Bailed,  and,  after  pushing  well  east  to 
avoid  anotiier  charge  on  the  flank  of 
its  long  columns  while  extended  in 
movement,  again  turned  southward 
and  took  the  road  to  Richmond :  the 
6th  corps  in  advance,  followed  in 
succession  by  the  5th,  9th,  and  2d  : 
Hancock  not  starting  till  next  morn- 
ing ;  when  Sheridan,  with  our  caval- 
ry in  the  advance,  was,  after  a  march 
of  22  miles,  approaching  the  Pamun- 
key  at  Hanoverto^n.  Wright's  corps 
crossed  directly,  and  took  post  to 
cover  the  fords ;  Warren's  and  Bum- 
side's  were  over  the  next  morning;" 
Hancock  crossed  almost  four  miles 
higher ;  so  that  our  whole  army  was 
south  of  the  Pamunkey  without  loss, 
and  in  unobstructed  communication 
with  its  new  base  at  White  House. 

Lee  had,  as  usual,  a  much  shorter 
road,  and  was  already  in  position  on 
our  new  front;  his  army  fiwang 
north-eastward,  covering  both  rail- 
roads as  well  as  the  road  to  Richmond, 
and  rendering  it  hazardous,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  cross  the  Chickahominy 
on  his  right  so  as  to  interpose  be- 
tween him  and  the  Confederate  capi- 
tal Grant  had  shown  at  the  Korth 
Anna  his  aversion  to  sacrificing  the 
lives  of  his  men  when  there  was  a 
practicable  alternative;  but  now  it 
seemed  that  the  great  object  of  the 
campaign  positively  required  a  dis- 
r^ard  of  the  advantages  of  position 
possessed  by  the  enemy.  A  spirited 
fight  ••  at  Hawes's  shop,  on  our  front, 
wherein  Sheridan,  with  the  brigades 
Qf  Davies,  Gregg,  and  Custer,  met 
and  worsted  the  Rebel  troopers  un- 
der Fitzhugh  Lee  and  Hampton — 
our  loss  being  400,  and  the  enemy's 


800 — doubtless  stimulated  the  gene- 
ral eagerness  for  battle.  A  recon- 
ncnssance  in  force  along  our  front 
was  accordingly  made;  developing 
the  enemy's  position  across  Tolopo- 
tomy  creek,  with  its  right  on  the 
Mechanicsville  pike,  near  Bethesda 
church,  where  Col.  Hardin's  brigade 
of  Reserves,  Crawford's  division,  wa$ 
struck  "  on  its  flank  by  Rhodes's  di- 
vision of  Ewell's  corps,  and  hurried 
back  to  the  Shady  Grove  road ;  where 
Crawford,  bringing  up  the  remainder 
of  the  Reserves  and  Etching's  brig- 
ade (of  Warren's  corps),  repulsed 
Rhodes,  and  established  our  left  on 
the  Mechanicsville  pika  Meantime, 
Hancock,  on  our  right,  had  been 
stopped,  aft«r  heavy  skirmishing,  at 
the  Tolopotomy,  finding  the  enemy 
in  his  front  too  strong  and  too  well 
covered  by  defenses  and  a  swamp; 
while  Bumside  had  come  into  posi- 
tion on  his  left,  and  Wright  on  his 
right.  Reconnoissances  showed  the 
enemy's  position  so  unassailable  in 
front  that  no  course  seemed  open 
but  an  attempt  to  flank  its  right, 
crossing  the  CSiickahominy  opposite 
or  just  below  Cold  Hahbob  ;  a  focus 
of  roads  which  Sheridan  had  seized,^ 
aft;er  a  brief  skirmish,  and  on  which 
the  6th  corps,  moving  in  the  rear 
from  our  right  to  our  left,  was  inmie- 
diately  directed;  reaching  it  next 
day— just  before  Gten.  W.  F.  Smith, 
with  10,000  men  detached  from  But- 
ler's army,  and  brought  around  by 
steamboats  to  White  House,  came  up 
and  to<^  post  on  its  right ;  and  the 
two  were  met  here  by  orders  from 
Meade  to  advance  and  repel  the 
enemy  in  their  front,  with  a  view  to 
forcing  a  passage  of  the  Chicka- 
hominy. 


'  May  36. 


May  28. 
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BATTLES  or  COLD  HAXBitt. 


The  attack  was  made  at  4  p.  m.  : 
the  enemy  of  coorBe  posted  in  a  wood, 
which  concealed  their  strength,  facing 
a  level,  open  field,  across  which  onr 
men  advanced  with  great  spirit  under 
a  heavy  fire,  carrying  a  good  part  of 
the  enemy's  advanced  line  of  rifle- 
trenches  and  taking  600  prisoners. 
Their  second  line,  however,  was  far 
stronger  and  more  firmly  held;  and 
night  fell  with  the  Bebek  stillfiilly  in 
its  possession :  onr  advance  holding 
and  bivonacking  on  the  ground  it 
had  gained,  at  a  cost  of  2,000  killed 
and  wounded.  For  Longstreet's 
corps,  which  had  confronted  our  right 
the  day  before,  had  been  moved 
rapidly  to  our  left,  parallel  with 
Wright's  movement,  and  was  here 
facing  us  before  the  Chickahominy, 
as  it  had  just  been  on  the  Tolopoto- 
my,  with  a  little  less  advantage  of 
position  but  the  same  spirit  and  reso- 


lution ;  so  that  (as  Lincoln  once  re- 
marked to  McClellan)  the  chief  ob- 
stacle had  been  shifted,  not  sur- 
mounted, by  our  movement  to  the 
left.  Nevertheless,  Hancock  was  now 
called  down  from  our  right  to  the 
left  of  Wright ;  Warren  was  directed 
to  extend  his  left  so  as  to  connect 
with  Smith ;  while  Bumside  was  to 
withdraw  entirely  from  the  front  and 
mass  on  the  right  and  rear  of  War- 
ren. 

These  flank  movements,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  vigilant  and  resolute  ene- 
my, may  not  ofiien  prove  so  disastroofl 
as  Kosecrans  found  them  at  Ae 
Chickamauga,  but  they  are  always 
critical.  Bumside,  attempting  to 
obey  this  order  in  broad  daylight,** 
his  movement  was  of  course  detected 
by  the  foe  in  his  front,  who  sharply 
followed  up  his  skirmishers  covering 
the  operation,  taking  some  of  them 
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prifloners,  and,  striking  "Warren's  left, 
cut  off  and  captured  400  more ;  ar- 
resting Warren's  extension  to  the  left, 
by  ct)mpelling  him  to  look  to  the 
safety  of  his  corps.  But  new  dispo- 
sitions were  made,  and  Grant  and 
Meade,  now  at  Cold  Harbor,  resolved 
that  the  Bebel  lines  should  be  forced 
on  the  morrow.** 

The  two  armies  held  much  of  the 
ground  covered  by  McClellan's  right, 
under  Fitz-John  Porter,  prior  to  Lee's 
bold  advance,  nearly  two  years  be- 
fore :  Gaines's  mill  being  directly  in 
the  rear  of  the  Confederate  center ; 
while  Sheridan's  cavalry  patrolled  the 
roads  in  our  rear  leading  to  our  base 
at  White  House,  covered  our  left  and 
observed  the  Chickahominy  east- 
ward of  Richmond.  Wilson,  witli 
his  cavalry  division,  watched  our 
right  flank.  Bumside  was  still  on 
Warren's  right  and  rear;  Smith, 
Wright,  and  Hancock  stretched  far- 
ther and  farther  to  th&left.  In  our 
front,  Lee  not  only  had  a  very  good 
position  naturally,  but  he  knew  how 
to  make  the  most  of  its  advantages — 
the  single  point  in  which  (but  it  is  a 
vital  one)  his  admirers  can  justify 
their  claim  for  him  of  a  raremilitaiy 
genius.  No  other  American  has  ever 
80  thoroughly  appreciated  and  so 
readily  seized  the  enormous  advan- 
tage which  the  increased  range,  pre- 
cision, and  efficiency  given  to  mus- 
ketry by  rifling,  have  insured  to  the 
defensive,  when  wielded  by  a  com- 
mander who  knows  how  speedily  a 
trench  may  be  dug  and  a  slight  breast- 
work thrown  up  which  will  stop  nine- 
tenths  of  the  bullets  that  would  oth- 
erwise draw  blood.  The  lessons  of 
Bunker  Hill  and  New  Orleans,  im- 
pressive as  they  were,  must  have  been 


trebly  so  had  our  countrymen  been 
armed  with  the  Enfield  rifle  or  Spring* 
field  musket  of  to-day. 

At  sunrise,  or  a  little  before,  the 
assault  was  made*'  along  our  whole  ^ 
front — ^bravely,  firmly,  swiftly  made ; 
and  as  swiftly  repulsed  with  terrible 
slaughter.  On  our  left,  Barlow's  di- 
vision of  Hancock's  corps  gained  a 
transitory  advantage ;  dislodging  the 
enemy  from  their  position  in  a  sunk* 
en  road,  taking  three  guns  and  seve- 
ral hundred  prisoners.  But  his  see* 
ond  line  failed  to  advance  promptly 
to  the  support  of  the  first,  against 
which  the  enemy  rallied  in  over- 
whelming force,  retaking  their  de- 
fenses, hurling  Barlow  back,  but  not 
to  the  lines  from  which  he  started. 
He  fell  back  a  few  yards  only,  and 
covered  his  front  so  quickly  that  the 
enemy  could  not  dislodge  him. 

Gibbon,charging  on  Barlow's  right, 
was  checked  by  a  swamp,  which  sepa- 
rated his  command :  part  of  which 
gained  the  Bebel  works  nevertheless ; 
Col.  McMahon  planting  his  colors  on 
their  intrenchments  a  moment  before- 
he  fell  mortally  wounded.  No  part 
of  the  Rebel  works  was  held ;  but 
part  of  Gibbon's  men  also  covered 
themselves  so  close  to  the  enemy's 
lines  that,  while  the  Bebels  dared 
not  come  out  to  capture  them,  they 
could  not  get  away,  save  by  crawling 
off  under  cover  of  fog  or  Uiick  dark- 
ness. 

Wright's  and  Smith's  assaults  were 
less  determined — at  all  events,  less 
sanguinary — than  Hancock's;  and 
Warren,  having  a  long  line  to  hold, 
was  content  to  hold  it  Bumside 
swung  two  of  his  divisions  around  to 
fiank  the  enemy's  left,  which  he  hotly 
engaged,  and  must  have  worsted  had 
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the  battle  along  oar  front  been  pro- 
tracted. But  that  oonld  not  be. 
Twenty  minutes  after  the  first  shot 
was  fired,  fully  10,000  of  our  men 
were  stretched  writhing  on  the  sod, 
or  still  and  cahn  in  death ;  while  the 
enemy's  loss  was  probably  little  more 
than  1,000.  And  when,  some  hours 
later,  orders  were  sent  by  Gen.  Meade 
to  each  corps  commander  to  renew 
the  assault  at  once,  without  regard  to 
any  other,  the  men  simply  and  unani- 
mously refused  to  obey  it.  They 
knew  that  success  was  hopeless,  and 
the  attempt  to  gain  it  murderous: 
htoce  they  refused  to  be  sacrificed  to 
no  purpose. 

Our  total  loss  at  and  around  Ck)ld 
Harbor  was  13,168 ;  of  whom  1,705 
were  killed,  9,042  wounded,  and  2,406 
missing.  Among  the  killed  were  act- 
ing Brigadiers  P.  A.  Porter,**  Lewis 
O.  Morris,  and  F.  F.  Wead;  all  of 
New  York.  Cols.  Edward  Pye,  95th 
N .  Y.,  O.  H.  Morris,  66th  N.  Y,,  J.  C. 
Drake,  112th  K  Y.,  John  McConihe, 
169th  N.  Y.,  Edwin  Schall,  51st  Pa., 
and  F.A.Haskell,  86th  Wise  Brig.- 
Gten,  E.  O.  Tyler  was  among  the  se- 
verely wounded.  Brig.-Glen.  Doles 
was  tiie  only  Eebel  officer  of  note  re- 
ported as  killed.  CoL  Lawrence  M. 
Keitt,  formerly  a  conspicuous  M.  C. 
from  South  Carolina,  had  fallen  the 
day  before. 

Our  army  had  suffered  terribly  in 
this  battle;  but  it  had  lost  blood 
<mly.    The  fighting  closed  with  our 


firont  advanced  on  several  points  and 
forced  back  on  none ;  but  Lee,  over- 
estimating the  effects  of  our  repulse 
on  the  morale  of  our  men,  and  seeing 
that  our  hastily  constructed  intrench- 
ments  directly  before  his  lines  were 
but  slight,  hc^arded  a  night  attack** 
on  our  front,  but  was  repulsed  at 
every  point,  and  soon  desisted.  Next 
day,  a  partial  assault  was  made  on 
our  left ;  but  this  also  was  easily  re- 
pulsed. Meantime,  our  army  was 
gradually  moving  to  its  left,  by  the 
successive  withdrawals  of  Bumside 
and  of  Warren ;  when  another  night 
attack  was  made**  on  our  right,  again 
held  by  Bumside,  but  without  suc- 
cess. And  now  an  armistice  of  two 
hours  was  arranged,  during  which  the 
wounded  lying  between  the  armies 
were  removed  and  the  dead  buried. 

Next  day,*^  our  left  was  extended 
to  the  Chickahominy,  finding  the 
enemy  in  force  opposite  Sumner's 
and  Bottom's -bridges;  while  Sheri- 
dan was  dispatched  with  two  divi- 
sions of  cavflJry  around  Lee's  left,  to 
tear  up  the  Virginia  Central  imil- 
road  in  his  rear,  which  he  did:  cross- 
ing the  Pamunkey  at  Aylett's,  break- 
ing the  Fredericksburg  road  at  CSies- 
terJBeld  station,  and  thence  pushing 
over  the  North  Anna  by  Chilesburg 
and  Mount  Pleasant,  over  the  upper 
branches  of  the  North  Anna,**  strik- 
ing the  Central  railroad  at  TrevOian's, 
routing  a  body  of  Bebel  horse,  under 
Wade  Hampton,  that  interfered  with 
his  operations,  and  breaking  up  the 


^  CoL  Fetor  A.  Porter,  of  Niagara  FaUa,  aon  of 
Qen.  Peter  B.  Porter,  who  senred  with  honor  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  was  Secretary  of  War  under 
J.  Q.  Adams.  CoL  Porter,  In  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  erery  thing  calculated 
to  make  life  desirable,  Tolunteered  from  a  senae 
of  duty;  saying  his  oountry  had  done  so  much 
fbr  him  that  he  oould  not  hesitate  to  do  all  in  his 
power  for  her  in  her  hour  of  peril   When  nomi- 


nated hi  1863  as  Union  candidate  for  Secretary 
of  State,  he  responded  that  his  neighbc^s  had 
intrusted  him  with  the  lives  of  their  sons,  and 
he  could  not  leaye  them  whOe  the  War  lasted. 
He  was  but  one  among  thousands  animated  by 
like  motiTos;  but  none  ever  volonteered  from 
purer  impulses,  or  8er¥>ed  wj&  more  unselfish 
doTotion,  than  Peter  A.  Porter. 
♦•June*.    ♦•Junes.    "Junet.    *•  June  10. 
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road  nearly  down*'  to  LoaiBa  G.  H. ; 
but,  soon  finding  the  Bebels  too  nn- 
merouB  and  presaing,  he  retraced  his 
steps  to  Treyilian's,  where  he  had  a 
sharp,  indecisive,  sangoinarj  fight, 
and  then  drew  off;  making  his  way 
to  Spottsylvania  G.  H.,  and  thence 
by  Guiney's  station  to  White  Honse, 
and  so  rejoined  Gen.  Grant.  His 
raid  was  less  effective  than  had  been 
calculated,  because  Gen.  Hunter,  who 
was  expected  to  meet  him  at  Gor- 
donsville,  had  taken  a  different  di- 
rection, leaving  more  foes  on  Sheri- 
dan's  hands  than  he  was  able  satii^ 
factorily  to  manage.  His  total  loss, 
mainly  in  the  last  fight  at  Trevilian's, 
was  735,  whereof  some  300  were  pris- 
oners. He  brought  out  370  prison- 
ers. The  Bebel  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  at  least  equal  to  ours, 
and  included  Gen.  Sosser  and  Gol. 
Custer,  wounded,  and  GoL  McAllis- 
ter, killed.         

Gen.  Grant  now  decided  to  pa&s 
the  Ghickahominy  far  to  Lee's  right, 
and  thence  move  across  the  James  to 
attack  Eichmond  from  the  south.  It 
was  a  bold  resolve,  especially  as  the 
authorities  at  Washington  had  a  set- 
tled and  reasonable  repugnance  to  a 
movement  which  seemed  to  place 
the  Federal  City  at  the  mercy  of  Lee. 
Taking  up  the  rails  firom  the  Ghick- 
ahominy to  White  House,  and  ship- 
ping them  around  for  use  south  of 
the  James,  Smith's  corps  was  like- 
wise embarked  **  and  returned  to  But- 
ler ;  while  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  put  in  motion"  for  the  passage 
of  the  James:  Wilson's  cavalry,  in 
advance,  crossing  the  Ghickahominy 
at  Long  bridge,  followed  by  War- 
ren's corps;  whiclx  was  passed  at 
Long  bridge  by  Hancock's,  which 


struck  the  James  at  Wilcox's  wharf^ 
between  Charles  City  C.  H.  and  West- 
over.  Wright  and  Bumside,  cross- 
ing the  Ghickahominy  at  Jones's 
bridge,  moved  thence  to  Charles  City 
C.  H.;  our  trains,  for  safety,  taking 
roads  still  farther  to  the  east  The 
enemy  made  some  attempts  at  annoy- 
ing our  right  flank  during  the  mardi, 
but  to  no  purpose.  Pontoons  and 
ferry-boats  being  at  hand,  the  pas- 
sage was  promptly  and  safely  made  ;"* 
and  very  soon  our  guns  were  thun- 
dering at  the  southern  approaches  to  ^ 
the  Bebel  capital. 


This  k  not  a  military  history,  and 
its  author  makes  no  shadow  of  pre- 
tension to  other  military  knowledge, 
than  that  which  is  necessarily  gained 
by  all  students  of  histoid ;  while  no 
one  who  carefully  reads  this  volume 
will  accuse  him  of  partiality  or  special 
admiration  for  Gen.  Grant.  Yet  the 
criticisms  which  have  been  leveled  at 
that  commander's  advance  to  Bich- 
mond  seem  so  unjust  as  to  demand 
exposure. 

^^  Why  not  embark  his  army  at 
once  for  City  Point?"  has  been  tri- 
umphantly asked,  ^'  and  establish  it 
there  at  acost  of  a  few  hundred  men, 
instead  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  f" 
The  question  not  only  ignores  the 
Bebel  losses  in  the  course  of  this 
movement — ^losses  which  were  at  least 
as  laige  in  proportion  to  their  resour- 
ces as  oiurs — but  ignores  also  the  ob- 
vious fact  that  Lee's  army  around 
Bichmond,  hard  pressed  by  a  superi- 
or force,  was  no  peril  to  Washii^ton 
and  the  loyal  States ;  whereas,  to  leave 
it  on  the  Bapidan  and  take  ship  for 
the  James  was  either  to  make  the 
enemy  a  present  of  our  capital,  with 
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its  immense  stores  of  every  warlike 
material,  or  compel  that  division  and 
dispersion  of  our  forces  whereof  Mc- 
dellan  had  so  persistently,  and  with 
some  justice,  complained.  Lee  at 
Bichmond,  with  the  country  north- 
ward to  the  Potomac  thoroughly  ex- 
hausted and  devastated,  could  not 
reach  Washington  at  all  without 
abandoning  Eichmond  to  its  fate; 
and  corps  after  corps  of  our  army 
could  be  transferred  to  the  Potomac 
in  less  than  half  the  time  required  for 
a  march  of  the  Bebel  forces  to  Center- 
ville.  Of  course,  Grant  set  out  expect- 
'  ing  to  defeat  Lee  decisively  betw%n 
the  Hapidan  and  the  Chickahominy, 
and  was  disappointed ;  but  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  he  could  have  evaded 
obstacles  at  least  as  serious  as  those 
he  encountered.  As  he  pertinently 
observed,  the  Rebel  army  was  his  true 
objective;  and  this  must  be  encoun- 
tered, whichever  route  he  might  take. 
Had  he  attempted,  as  Lee  evidently 
anticipated,  to  advance  by  Gordons- 
ville  or  Louisa  G.  H.,  flanking  Lee's 
left  instead  of  his  right,  he  would 
have  been  starved  into  a  retreat  before 
he  came  in  sight  of  the  James. 


Petersbui*g,  at  the  head  of  sloop 
navigation  on  the  Appomattox,  22 
miles  south  of  Bichmond,  is  the  focus 
of  all  the  railroads  but  the  Danville 
which  connected  the  Oonfederate  cap- 
ital with  the  South  aiid  South-west. 
Petersburg  taken  and  firmly  held  by 
our  forces,  the  stay  of  the  Bebel  Gt)v- 
emment  and  Army  at  Bichmond  must 
be  of  short  duration.  But  merely  to 
take  it,  without  the  ability  to  hold 
it  against  tiie  force  which  Lee,  near 
at  hand,  could  easily  send  against  it, 
would  be  worse  than  useless. 


The  moment  it  was  decided  that 
Meade's  army  must  cross  the' James 
below  Bichmond  and  threaten  that 
city  from  the  south,  Grant  hastened 
to  Butler's  headquarters  to  impel 
against  Petersburg  whatever  force 
might  there  be  disposable,  so  soon  as 
it  should  be  certain  that  that  attempt 
could  be  seasonably  supported  by  the 
legions  of  Meade. 

Butler,  after  the  dispatch  of  the  best 
part  of  his  force,  under  W.  F.  Smith, 
to  Meade,  had  been  inclined  to  keep 
quiet  within  his  intrenchments ;  but 
that  was  not  permitted.  His  north- 
em  outpost  at  Wilson's  wharf,  north 
of  the  James,  held  by  Gen.  Wild  with 
two  Black  regiments,  had  already 
been  smnmoned  and  charged"  by 
Fitz-Hugh  Lee's  cavalry,  who,  aft^ 
r  fight  of  some  hours,  were  beaten 
off  with  loss:  and  now  Gen.  Gill- 
more,  with  8,500  men,  was  thrown 
across  ^  the  Appomattox,  to  approach 
Petersburg  by  the  turnpike  on  the 
north,  while  G^n.  Kautz,  with  1,500 
cavalry,  should  charge  into  it  fi^m 
the  south  or  south-west.  Two  gun- 
boats and  a  battery  were  simultane- 
ously to  bombard  Fort  Clinton,  de- 
fending the  approach  up  the  river. 

The  combination  failed,  though  it 
should  have  succeeded.  Gillmore 
advanced"  unresisted  to  within  two 
miles  of  the  city,  where  he  drove  in 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  halted — 
or  rather,  recoiled — deeming  his  force 
altogether  too  weak  for  the  task  be- 
fore him,  and  understanding  that  he 
was  free  to  exercise  his  discretion 
in  the  premises.  £autz,  on  the  other 
hand,  made  his  way  not  only  up  to 
but  into  the  city — the  Confederates' 
attention  having  been  concentrated 
on  Gillmore — ^bnt,  now    that  they 
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-were  released  from  apprehension  on 
this  side,  they  turned  upon  £autz ; 
driving  him  ont  with  ease. 
/  Grant,  having  harried  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  when  it  had 
begun  to  cross  the  James,  to  Bermu- 
da Hundreds,  directed  Butler  to  push 
"W.  F.  Smith's  corps,  just  arrived 
from  the  Chiekahominy  by  steam- 
boat via  White  House,  against  Pe- 
tersburg as  quickly  as  possible ;  it  be- 
ing known  tiat  A.  P.  Hill,  with  the 
van  of  Lee's  army,  was  already  on  the 
south  front  of  Bichmond.  Smith 
moved  out  accordingly,  crossing  the 
Appomattox  by  a  pontoon-bridge  at 
Point  of  Eocks,  and  following  Gill- 
more's  route  southward  to  Peters- 
burg ;  confronting,  before  noon,"  the 
north-east  defenses,  2i  miles  from  the 
river.  Hincks's  black  brigade  was 
sent  up  directly,  taking  a  line  of  rifle- 
pits  and  two  guns.  But  there — 
though  moments  were  inestimable — 
Smith  paused  ^^ — not  assaulting  till 
near  sundown,  when  part  of  his  force 
.  was  sent  forward,  forming  a  very 
strong  skirmish  line,  and  daared  the 
enemy's  rifle-trenches  in  their  front, 
capturing  300  prisoners  and  16  guns, 
with  a  loss  on  our  part  of  about  GOO.** 
And  now — though  the  night  was 
dear  and  the  moon  nearly  ftdl — 
Smith  rested  till  morning,  after  the 
old  but  not  good  fashion  of  1861-2. 


Fatalities  multiplied.  Hancock,with 
two  divisions,  forming  the  van  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  came  up  just 
after  nightfall,  and  waiving  his  senior- 
ity, tendered  his  force  to  Smith,  who 
putpartof  itinto  the  captured  works, 
relieving  his  own  troops,  but  made  no 
further  use  of  it.  And  Hancock,  it 
seems,  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment, 
when  there  were  a  thousand  things 
to  be  attended  to  at  once,  had  not,  up 
to  6  p.  H.  of  that  day,  even  been  ap- 
prised that  Petersburg  was  to  be 
assaulted,  and  had  lost  some  hours  of 
the  morning  waiting  for  rations, 
which  would  not  have  stopped  him 
if  he  had  known "  how  urgent  was 
the  necessity  for  haste:  and  some 
further  time  by  marching  by  an  inac- 
curate map,  which  carried  him  too 
far  to  the  left. 

Smith's  hesitation  to  follow  up  his 
success  proved  the  turning-point  of 
the  campaign.  Before  morning,  there 
was  a  very  different  sort  of  enemy  in 
his  front  from  that  he  had  beaten  yes- 
terday— ^the  van  of  Lee's  iron-sided 
veterans,  who  did  not  comprehend 
how  formidable  intrenchments  and 
batteries  could  be  lost  when  assailed 
only  by  strong  skirmish-lines.  By 
their  arrival,  the  fall  of  Petersburg,  a 
few  hours  since  so  imminent,  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

During    the    16th,  "Warren    and 


••June  16. 

•*  Grant)  In  his  final,  oomprehenmye  report, 

'*  Smith,  for  some  reason  that  I  have  never 
been  able  to  satisiaotorily  understand,  did  not  get 
readjT  to  assault  the  enemj^s  main  lines  until 
near  sundown.'' 

As  more  than  a  year  had  intenrened  when 
this  report  was  written,  it  is  not  probable  that 
Gen.  Grant's  satisfaction  on  this  point  will  ever 
be  perfected. 

••  CoL  Simon  H.  Mix,  3d  N.  T.  caralry,  was 
Iglled  in  front  of  Petersburg,  fighting  at  the 


head   of  his  regiment    He  had  served  with 
credit  dnoe  early  in  1861. 

••  So  says  Swinton  (*  Army  of  the  Potomac 'X 
who  quotes  Hancock's  repeat  as  his  authority ; 
and  adds: 

"  There  is  on  file  in  the  archives  of  the  Army 
a  paper  bearing  this  indorsement  by  Gen. Meade : 
*  Bad  Cfm.  Eaneock  or  mytelf  known  thatPtlers- 
hftrg  was  io  he  attacked^  PeUrAwrg  would  hewt 
fcOenV 

Swinton  seems  to  have  been  eagerly  aapplied, 
by  those  officers  who  are  not  admirers  of  Gen. 
Grants  with  all  the  wei4;K>n8  of  assault  in  tbeir 
annoiy* 
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Bomfiide  came  up,  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ; 
but  60  did  Lee,  with  most  of  the  Ar- 
my of  Yirginia.  Smithheld  our  right, 
touching  the  App<unattox ;  Hancock, 
Bomaide  and  Warren  reaching  far- 
ther and  farther  to  the  left,  which 
was  covered  by  Eautz's  cavaby. 
Meade,  after  posting  his  army, 
hastened  to  City  Pomt  for  a  con- 
saltation  with  Grant;  and,  return- 
ing at  2  p.  M.,  gave  orders  for  a  gen- 
eral assault,  which  was  deliyered 
at  6  p.  K.  Hancock's,  Bumside's,  and 
part  of  Warren's  corps,  went  forward 
in  the  face  of  a  terrible  fire  from  a 
sheltered  and  formidable  foe,  and  a 
night  of  combat  and  carnage  resulted 
in  a  general  advance  of  our  lines, 
though  at  a  heavy  cost  Bimey,  of 
Hancock's  corps,  had  stormed  and 
carried  the  ridge  in  his  front ;  while 
Bumside,  repelled  during  the  night 
by  the  deadly  fire  he  encountered, 
carried  at  daylight  the  outwork  defy- 
ing him,  capturing  4  guns  and  400 
prisoners.  Potter's  divifflon,  which 
had  made  this  desperate  charge,  was 
now  relieved  by  Ledlie's,  which 
pushed  our  advance  still  fiurther,  or 
to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the 
dty,  which  was  hence  reached  by  our 
shells.  On  other  points,  however,  we 
had  either  been  repulsed,  or  had 
made  no  progress ;  while  the  prepon- 
derance of  losses,  and  even  of  prison- 
ers, was  heavily  against  u&  And,  as 
the  advanced  position  gained  in  Bum- 
side's  front  was  projected,  as  it  were, 
into  the  enemy's  still  unshaken  lines, 
a  tremendous  assault  upon  it  was 
made  the  next  night,  and  our  men 
driven  out  with  heavy  loss. 

The  desperate  struggle  for  Peters- 
burg having  drawn  the  Rebel  forces 


mainly  to  that  city,  (Jen.  Butler,  by 
order,  struck  out,**  under  Terry,  from 
his  front  at  Bermuda  Hundreds  to- 
ward Port  Walthall  junction,  with 
intent  to  take,  and  if  possible  hold, 
the  railroad.  Terry,  finding  the  rail- 
road slightly  held,  seized,  and  was 
proceeding  to  destroy  it,  when  the 
approach  of  Pickett's  division  of 
Longstreet's  corps,  marching  from 
Kichmond  on  Petersburg,  compelled, 
him  to  cfraw  back.  Grant  had  fore- 
seen and  provided  against  this  con- 
tingency, by  relieving  (with  part  of 
the  6th)  Smith's  (18th)  corps,  and 
sending  it  to  the  aid  of  Butler;  but, 
by  some  mistake,  Smith's  men  were 
halted  too  soon ;  so  that  Terry  was 
overpowered  and  hurled  back ;  and, 
when  he  again  advanced,  reenforced, 
the  enemy  had  so  strengthened  their 
former  works  that  they  were  deemed 
impr^nable. 

Grant,  believing  that  a  good  part 
of  the  Bebel  army  had  not  yet  ar- 
rived, ordered  another  general  as- 
sault for  the  18th ;  but,  when  our 
skirmishors  that  morning  advanced, 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  their 
works  in  our  inmaediate  fix>nt,  with- 
drawing to  a  new,  stronger,  and 
more  symmetrical  line  nearer  reAxsn- 
burg.  Hours  were  now  spent  in 
making  new  dispositions  to  assault 
this  with  effect ;  and,  at  8  p.  n.,  an 
attack  was  made,  first  by  Martindale, 
conmianding  the  division  left  here  of 
Smith's  corps ;  then  by  Birney,  in 
temporary  command  of  the  2d ;  and 
later  by  the  6th  and  9th ;  but  with 
very  heavy  loss,  and  no  success,  save 
that  Martindale  carried  the  enemy's 
skirmish-line  in  his  front,  and  made 
a  few  prisoners.  The  losses  of  the 
enemy,  sheltered  behind  their  works, 


**  JUBO  16. 
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bore,  of  course,  no  eompariBOii  to 
ours. 

It  had  now  been  eBtablished,  at  a 
oofit  of  folly  10,000  men,"  that  Po- 
tersbnrg  coold  not  be  carried  by  di- 
rect assault,  no  matter  in  what  force : 
and  our  troops  were  directed  to  in- 
trench strongly  in  its  front,  while 
the  2d  and  6th  corps  were  moved" 
to  the  left,  with  intent  to  find  and 
turn  the  enemy's  right ;  cutting  or 
holding  the  Weldon  railroad. 

The  2d  moved  around  to  the  Jeru- 
salem plank  road,  where  it  was  met 
by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  driven 
back  a  short  distance ;  the  6th  not 
being  at  hand.  Kext  morning,  the 
advance  was  resumed  by  both  corps, 
but  too  tardily  and  disconnectedly — 
the  country  being,  for  the  most  part, 
thickly  wooded  and  difficult.  A.  P. 
TTill  was  watching  the  movement, 
and,  at  the  proper  moment,  threw  a 
division  of  his  corps  in  between  our 
two,  striking  rapidly  in  flank  succes- 
sively Barlow's,  Mott's,  and  Gibbon's 
divisions,  rolling  them  up  and  forcing 
them  back,  with  a  loss  of  4  guns  and 
many  prisoners.  At  the  same  time, 
anotiier  of  Hill's  divisions  struck  the 
flank  of  the  6th  corps  likewise,  in- 
flicting on  it  also  considerable  loss. 
But  Meade  now  arrived  on  the  field 
— ^the  Bebel  advance  having  been 
checked — and,  getting  both  corps 
well  in  hand,  he  ordered,  at  nightfall, 
an  advance,  which  was  made,  and 
most  of  the  lost  groimd  recovered — 
Hill  not  being  in  force  to  resist  him 
in  the  open  field. 

Our  advance  southward  was  re- 
sumed next  morning,*'  and  the  Wel- 


don railroad  reached ;  but  hardly  had 
operations  upon  it  begun,  when  Hill 
again  struck  the  flank  of  our  three 
regiments  in  advance,  and  routed 
them,  taking  many  prisoners,  and 
driving  the  fogitives  back  on  the 
main  body ;  when  he  again  desisted, 
carrying  off  his  captives.  Our  losses 
in  this  baffled  effort  were  scarcely 
less  than  4,000  men,  mainly  prison- 
ers; with  no  resulting  advantage, 
save  a  moderate  extension  of  our  left 
toward  the  Weldon  railroad. 

The  mishap  of  this  first  attempt  to 
clutch  the  Weldon  railroad  involved 
or  drew  after  it  another.  Gen.  Wil- 
son, with  his  own  and  Kautz^s  di*- 
visions  of  cavalry,  together  8,000 
strong,  had  on  that  day  been  im- 
pelled still  farther  to  our  left,  on  a 
raid  against  the  enemy's  railroads. 
Moving  southward  for  some  distance, 
he  turned  abruptly  to  his  right,  and 
struck  the  Weldon  road  at  Beams's 
station,  where  he  burned  the  depot 
and  tore  up  a  long  stretch  of  track. 
Passing  thence  nq)idly  westward,  he 
struck  the  Lynchburg  road  at  a  point 
15  miles  fi^om  Petersburg,  and  fol- 
lowed it  westward  to  Nottoway  sta- 
tion, destroying  the  track  for  22 
miles ;  here  encountering  and  defeat- 
ing a  Rebel  cavalry  force  under  W. 
F.  Lee.  Hence,  he  dispatched  Eautz 
to  Smkesville,  the  jimction  of  this 
with  the  Danville  road,  where  both 
roads  were  torn  up,  as  was  the  Dan- 
ville so  far  S.  W.  as  Meherrin  sta- 
tion ;  where  Kautz  was  rejoined**  by 
Wilson,  and  the  work  prosecuted  so 
far  as  Eoanoke  bridge  (over  the 
Staunton);    where  they  were   con- 


'  Between  June  10  and  20,  Meadows  losses 
killed,  1,198;  wounded,  6,853  ;  missing, 
1,614 :  total,  9,665.    And  this  does  not  probablj 


include  the  losses  of  Sheridan^s  cavaliy,  who 
were  fighting  north  of  the  James. 
•■  June  21.        ~  June  23.         ••  June  24, 
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fronted  by  a  Btroi^r  force  than 
they  could  dislodge,  and  commenoed 
their  return  to  our  camps. 

But,  by  this  time,  the  enemy  were 
all  around  them,  and  intent  on  their 
destruction.  Striking  the  Weldon 
road  at  Stony  creek,**  they  were 
again  confronted  by  more  Bebels 
than  they  could  drive ;  and,  after  a 
hard  fight,  were  obliged  to  give  up 
the  attempt,  and  make  for  Eeams's 
station,  which  Wilson  undoubtedly 
supposed  to  be  now  held  by  Hancock 
or  Warren.  He  was  badly  mistaken, 
however ;  for  here  was  a  far  stronger 
Rebel  force  (including  Mahone's  and 
Finn^an's  infantry  brigades,  beside 
Hampton's  cavalry)  than  that  which 
had  baffled  him  at  Stony  creek ;  and 
his  attempt  to  force  a  passage  re- 
sulted in  his  signal  defeat,  involving 
the  loss  of  his  gims,  his  train,  with 
many  prisoners  and  their  horses. 
About  1,000  negroes,  who  had  fallen 
into  the  wake  of  our  cavalry — ^many 
of  them  mounted  on  horses^borrowed 
for  the  occasion — here  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Rebels,  and  were  re- 
turned to  a  servitude  which  their 
effort  to  escape  was  not  calculated 
to  lighten.  Wilson  and  Elautz  fled 
separately  across  the  Nottoway,  and, 
by  a  long  circuit  southward,  made 
their  way  back  to  t)ur  lines  before 
Petersburg — men  and  horses  coming 
in  pretty  nearly  used  up.  Grant,  in 
his  report,  says,  indeed,  with  his  ha- 
bitual optimism,  that 
"  tho  damage  to  the  enemy  in  this  expedi- 
tion more  than  compensated  for  the  losses 
we  sustained.  It  severed  all  connection  by 
railroad  with  Richmond  for  several  weeks  ;^' 

but  such  was  not  the  general  opin- 
ion ;  and  Grant  sent  no  more  cavalry 
to  the  Rebel  rear  for  months.  Lee 
daims  to  have  taken  firom  Wilson 


and  Kautz  on  this  raid  1,000  prison- 
ers (beside  the  wounded),  13  guna, 
and  30  wagons. 

On  our  right,  G^en.  Butler  had  been 
directed  to  throw  a  pontoon-bridge 
over  the  James  to  Deep  Bottom, 
north  of  his  stronghold  at  Bermuda 
Hundreds;  which  he  did  skillfully 
and  without  loss ;  Brig.-Gen.  Foster, 
with  a  brigade  of  the  10th  corps,  tak- 
ing post  at  Deep  Bottom,  only  10 
miles  from  Richmond,  and  very  near 
its  southward  defenses  at  Howlett's. 

Gen.  Sheridan,  who,  with  his  cav- 
alry, had  rested  some  days  at  White 
House,  after  their  return  from  their 
harassing  raid  toward  Grordonsville, 
now  moved  across  the  Peninsula  to 
the  Jam^,  being  resolutely  attacked  ** 
by  the  way ;  but  he  beat  off  his  aa- 
sailantSy  with  a  loss  of  some  600  on 
either  side,  and  made  his  way  safely 
to  our  right,  bringing  in  his  guns  and 
train. 

The  r^due  of  the  18th  corps  was 
now  returned  to  Butler;  and  thus, 
in  spite  of  reverses,  our  lines  were 
extended  on  both  flanks,  so  as  to 
threaten  Biehmond  above  the  James, 
while  we  attempted  to  flank  and  cany 
Petersburg  on  the  south.     Why  it 
was  not  then,  or  thereafter,  found 
advisable  to  mass  suddenly  against 
the  center  of  the  enemy's  long,  thin 
line,  and  burst  through  it,  wherever, 
between  Biehmond  and  Petersbuig, 
it  should  seem  weakest,  G^n.  Orant 
in  his  report  does  not  inform  us. 
Possibly,  ihe  sore  experience  of  Cold 
Harbor  had  made  Mm  diary  of  in- 
fantry assaults  on  lines  fortified  and 
held  by  marksmen  of  such  nerve  bb 
now  composed  the  bulk  of  Lee's  de- 
cimated but  still  formidable  army. 

There  were  several  collisions  along 


'  June  28. 


'  June  25. 
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our  lines  in  front  of  Peterebrirg,  gen- 
erally provoked  by  the  now  elated 
enemy,  who  assailed"  Gen.  Stan- 
nard's  divisio^i  of  the  10th  corps ;  first 
opening  with  artillery  and  then  char- 
ging with  infantry;  only  to  be  re- 
pulsed with  a  loss  of  150  prisoners. 
A  demonstration  was  made  next  day 
against  Surnside's  front ;  but  it  was 
not  resolute,  and  was  easily  repulsed. 

Thence  ensued  some  days  of  com- 
parative quiet— our  men  having 
marched  and  fought  almost  inces- 
santly for  eight  weeks,  having  lost 
meantime  fully  70,000  of  their  num- 
ber by  desperate  fighting — ^mainly 
against  great  advantages  of  position 
or  shelter,  which  screened  the  enemy 
firom  losses,  at  all  proportionate  to 
ours — and  they  were  by  no  means  in 
such  heart  for  daily  conflict  as  when 
they  last  crossed  the  Kapidan.  True, 
their  numbers  had  been  nearly  or 
quite  kept  up  by  reenforcementa  from 
various  quarters ;  but  many  of  these 
were  such  men  as  high  bounties  at- 
tract to  military  service,  and  who 
were  not  *  bounty-jumpers '  only  be- 
cause they  had,  as  yet,  found  no 
chance  to  jump. "  In  fact,  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  1864,  though  still 
including  many  thousands  of  excel- 
lent and  now  veteran  soldiers,  was  in 
good  part  formed  of  material  very 
different  from  and  inferior  to  that 
which  McClellan  led  to  the  Penin- 
sula in  1862.  And  this  army,  when 
concentrated  south  of  the  James, 
was  by  no  means  equal  in  morale 
and  efficiency  to  that  same  army  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign. 

Grant,  however,  remained  at  its 
head — undismayed,  unshaken,  inflex- 


ible. Having  given  his  soldiers  Bome 
much  needed  rest — the  Summer  be- 
ing intensely  hot  and  dry,  and  the 
earth  parched  and  baked  so  that  any 
movement  raised  a  cloud  of  dust 
which  nearly  suffocated  men  and 
horses,  and  revealed  its  existence,  its 
strength,  and  its  destination,  to  thd 
ever-watchful  foe— another  effort  on 
our  right  was  resolved  on.  A  rail- 
road along  the  rear  of  our  position 
was,  during  the  Summer,  completed, 
facilitating  not  only  the  distribution 
of  munitions  and  provisions  fi^m  our 
chief  landing  and  d6p6t  at  City  Point, 
where  the  lieutenant-General  had  his 
headquarters,  but  serving  to  accele- 
rate also  the  movement  of  troops. 

Foster's  fortified  post  at  Deep  Bot- 
tom, tlireatening  an  attack  on  Bich- 
mond,  while  easily  strengthened  from 
Bermuda  Hundreds,  disquieted  Lee; 
and  one  or  two  attempts  had  been 
made  upon  it,  but  easily  repulsed. 
Grant  resolved  to  reciprocate  the  en- 
emy^s  attentions ;  so,  having  quietly 
transferred  the  2d  corps  from  his  ex- 
treme left  to  his  extreme  right,  across 
the  James,  at  Deep  Bottom,**  he  di- 
rected Hancock  to  turn  the  enemy's 
advance  position,  while  Foster  should 
amuse  him  by  a  feint  in  fix>nt ;  and 
this  order  was  so  admirably  obeyed 
that  the  Bebel  outpost  was  success- 
fully flanked  and  carried  by  Miles's 
brigade'*  of  Barlow's  division,  captur- 
ing 4  guns.  The  enemy  fell  back  be- 
hind Bailey's  creek;  still  holding 
firmly  his  strong  defensive  work  at 
Chapin's  bluff,  opposite  Fort  Darling. 

Sheridan,  with  his  cavalry,  attempt- 
ed to  flank  this  work,  and  gained 
some   high  ground  -from  which  he 


•"Jane  24. 

**  It  was  ofiBciallj  stated  that,  of  600,000  men 
drafted  in  1864,  the  requisitionB  being  filled  bj 
the  pajnn^t  of  $500  to  $1,000  each  as  bounty, 


only  168,000  ever  made  their  i^ppeannoe  at  the 
front.  •July  26-1 

^*  ConaSstmg  of  the  183d  P&,  28th  Mass.,  and 
26th  Kich^  under  C6L  J.  0.  Lynch. 
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hoped  to  get  into  its  rear ;  but  night 
came  on  before  he  was  ready ;  and,  so 
imminent  seemed  the  danger  on  this 
flank,  that  Lee  drew'*  five  of  his  eight 
remaining  divisions  across  the  James 
to  avert  it,  aflEbrding  the  opportunity 
which  Grant  was  awaiting. 

Bnmside's  corps  held  a  position  di- 
rectly in  front  of  Petersburg,  inclu- 
ding a  point  where  our  lines,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  had  been 
pushed  up  to  within  150  yards  of  the 
enemy's,  where  a  fort  projected  be- 
yond their  average  front.  Under  this 
fort,  a  mine  had  been  run  fix)m  a  con- 
venient ravine  or  hollow  within  our 
lines,  which  was  entirely  screened 
from  the  enemy's  observation;  and 
this  mine  would  seem  to  have  been 
completed  not  only  without  counter- 
mining by  the  Rebels,  but  without 
being  even  suspected  by  them ; 
though  a  report  of  its  existence  (pro- 
bably founded  on  the  story  of  some 
deserter  or  prisoner)  was  printed  in 
one  of  the  Richmond  journals. 

All  being  ready,  the  morning  of 
July  80th  was  fixed  for  springing  the 
mine ;  which  was  to  be  instantly  fol- 
lowed, of  course,  by  the  opening  of 
our  guns  all  along  the  front,  and  by 
an  assault  at  the  chasm  opened  in  the 
enemy's  defenses  by  the  explosion. 
It  was  calculated  that,  if  a  crest 
barely  400  yards  behind  the  doomed 
fort  could  be  gained  6nd  held,  Peters- 
burg must  fall,  with  heavy  loss  to  its 
defenders. 

The  mine  was  to  be  fired  at  3^ 
A.  M. ;  when  the  match  was  duly  ap- 
plied, but  no  explosion  followed. 
After  a  considerable  pause,  Lt.  Jacob 
Douty  and  Sergt  Henry  Rees,  of  the 
48th  Pa.,  ventured  into  the  gallery, 
detecting  and  removing  the  cause  of 


failure.  And  now,  at  4f  a.  il — the 
fuse  having  been  relighted — ^the  ex- 
plosion took  place ;  hoisting  the  fort 
into  the  air,  annihilating  its  garrison 
of  800  men,  and  leaving  in  its  stead 
a  gigantic  hollow  or  crater  of  loose 
earth,  150  feet  long  by  some  60  wide 
and  25  to  30  deep.  Instantly,  our 
guns  opened  all  along  the  front ;  and 
the  astounded  enemy  may  well  have 
supposed  them  the  thunders  of  doom. 
But  it  was  indispensable  to  success 
that  a  column  of  assault  should  rush 
forward  instantly  and  resolutely,  so 
as  to  clear  the  chasm  and  gain  the 
crest  before  the  foe  should  recover 
from  his  surprise ;  and,  on  this  vital 
point,  fidlure  had  already  been  se- 
cured. The  9th  corps,  as  then  con- 
stituted, was  not  that  from  which 
any  commanding  general  would  have 
selected  a  storming  party ;  yet,  be- 
cause it  was  Bumside's  mine,  his 
corps  was,  without  discussion,  allow- 
ed to  famish  the  column  of  assault 
His  inspecting  officer  had  reported 
that,  of  its  four  divisions,  that  com- 
posed of  Blacks  was  fittest  for  this 
perilous  service ;  but  Grant,  discred- 
iting this,  had  directed  that  one  of 
the  three  White  divisions  should  be 
chosen.  Thereupon,  the  leaders  of 
these  divisions  were  allowed  to  cast 
lots  to  see  which  of  them  should  go 
in-^r  rather,  which  two  of  them 
should  stay  out — and  the  lot  fell  on 
the  Ist,  Brig.-Gen.  Ledlie — and  no 
man  in  the  army  believed  this  other 
than  the  worst  dioice  of  the  three. 
It  need  hardly  be  added  that  no  pre- 
paration had  been  made  during  the 
night  preceding  the  explosion,  by 
quietly  removing  (or  opening  paths 
through)  the  abatis,  &c.,  which  pro- 
tected our  front  from  sudden  dashes 
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of  the  enemj^for  the  instant  advance 
in  force  of  oar  column  of  assault. 

The  explosion  had  occurred ;  the 
Bebel  fort  had  been  hoisted  200  feet, 
and  had  fallen  in  fragments;  our 
guns  had  opened  all  along  the  front, 
eliciting  a  far  feebler  and  ineflFective 
response ;  but  several  minutes  pass- 
ed— ^precious,  fatal  minutes ! — ^before 
Ledlie's  division,  clearing  with  diffi- 
culty the  obstacles  in  its  path — went 
forward  into  the  chasm,  and  there 
stopped,  though  the  enemy  at  that 
point  were  still  paralyzed  and  the 
deciding  crest  completely  at  our 
mercy.  Then  parts  of  Bumside's 
two  remaining  White  divisions  (Pot- 
ter's and  Wilcox's)  followed;  but, 
once  in  the  crater,  Ledlie's  men  bar- 
red the  way  to  a  fitrther  advance, 
and  all  huddled  together,  losing  their 
formation  and  becoming  mixed  up; 
Gen.  Pott«r  finally  extricating  him- 
self, and  charging  toward  the  crest ; 
but  with  so  slender  a  following  that 
he  was  soon  obliged  to  fall  back. 
Two  hours  were  thus  shamefully 
squandered,  while  the  Bebels,  recov- 
ering their  self-possession,  were  plant- 
ing batteries  on  either  side,  and 
mustering  their  infantry  in  an  adja- 
cent ravine;  and  now — ^when  more 
men  in  the  crater  could  only  render 
the  confusion  more  hopeless  and  mag^ 
nify  the  disaster — ^Bumside  tiirew  in 
his  Black  division ;  which,  passing 
beyond  and  rather  to  the  right  of  the 
crater,  charged  toward  the  crest,  but 
were  met  by  a  fire  of  artillery  and 
musketry  which  speedily  hurled  them 
back  into  the  crater,  where  all  order 
was  lost,  all  idea  of  aught  beyond 
personal  safety  abandoned,  while  the 
enemy's  shells  and  balls  poured  into 
it  like  hail,  rendering  it  an  arena 


of  unresisted  slaughter.  The  Black 
charge,  feeble  as  it  was,  had  given 
us  a  few  prisoners;  but  now  our 
men  could  no  more  retreat  than  ad- 
vance; the  enemy's  guns  sweeping 
the  ^-ound  between  the  chasm  and 
our  front.  A  first  Bebel  assault  on 
our  unfortunates  was  repulsed  in 
sheer  desperation ;  and  thousands,  of 
course,  took  the  risk  of  darting  out 
of  the  death-trap  and  racing  at  top 
speed  to  our  lines ;  but  our  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  was 
4,400 ;  while  that  of  tie  enemy,  in- 
cluding 800  blown  up  in  the  fort, 
was  barely  1,000. 

Undismayed  by  the  disastrous  re- 
sult of  ^Hhis  [needlessly]  miserable 
aflGur,"  as  he  fitly  characterizes  it, 
Grant  paused  scarcely  a  fortnight 
before  he  resumed  the  offensive ;  re- 
turning to  successive  operations  on 
both  flanks.  Once  more,  Hancock 
was  impelled^  against  the  front  of 
the  Eebel  left,  facing  Deep  Bottom ; 
his  depleted  corps  being  strengthened 
by  the  10th,  now  led  by  Bimey,  and 
by  Gregg's  division  of  cavalry.  Again 
pushing  out  to  the  right,  Hancock 
attempted  to  flank  the  Bebel  defenses 
across  Bailey's  creek :  Barlow,  with 
two  divisions,  being  sent  around  to 
assault  in  flank  and  rear;  while 
Mott's  division  menaced  their  eastern 
front,  and  Bimey's  corps  assailed 
them  next  the  river.  Bimey  gained 
some  advantage,  taking  4  guns ;  but 
Barlow's  assault  was  delivered  by  a 
single  brigade,  and  came  to  nothing. 
In  fact,  Hancock  had  been  delayed 
in  landing  his  men,  so  that  Lee,  fore- 
warned, had  b^un  to  roenforce  this 
flank ;  as  he  did  more  fully  next  day : 
so  that,  when  our  troops  again  ad- 
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vanced  to  the  assault^ — Terry's  divi- 
sion having  meantime  been  moved  to 
the  left  of  Barlow — ^though  Terry  at 
first  carried  the  Bebel  intrenchment, 
taking  over  200  prisoners — ^he  was 
soon  driven  ont  of  it,  and  the  enemy 
was  seen  to  be  in  sneh  force  that  a 
farther  assault  was  deemed  impracti- 
cable. 

Meantime,  Gen,  Gregg's  cavalry, 
supported  by  Miles's  infantry  bri- 
gade, advanced  on  the  Charles  City 
road,  driving  the  enemy  before  him 
with  considerable  loss  on  their  part 
— Gen.  Chambliss  being  among  their 
killed.  Still,  the  movement,  on  the 
whole,  had  no  decided  success ;  and 
an  attempt  to  draw  ont  the  enemy, 
to  leave  his  lines  and  attack  ours,  by 
the  ruse  of  seeming  to  send  off  most 
of  our  men  on  steamboats,  proved 
wholly  abortive.  A  night  attack  by 
the  Rebels  on  the  18th  was  repulsed. 
Hancock  was  soon**  withdrawn  in 
earnest :  our  total  losses  in  the  move- 
ment having  been  about  5,000;  that 
of  the  enemy  probably  less,  but  still 
heavy :  Gen.  Gherardle  being  killed. 

Lee  was  probably  aware  that  this 
demonstration  on  Richmond  covered 
an  advance  on  the  other  end  of  his 
attenuated  line ;  but  he  was  obliged 
to  strengthen  his  lieutenant  north  of 
the  James  or  risk  the  faU  of  Rich- 
mond. Ko  sooner  had  he  done  this, 
however,  than  "Warren  struck  out" 
from  our  left  at  the  long  coveted 
Weldon  railroad,  barely  three  miles 
distant  from  our  flank;  reaching  it 
unresisted  before  noon.  Leaving  here 
GriflSn's  division,  he  advanced,  with 
Crawford's  and  Ayres's,  a  mile  to- 
ward Petersburg,  where  he  found  the 
enemy  awaiting  him.  After  a  pause, 
he  moved  on ;  and  was  soon  struck 


on  his  left  flank — ^the  enemy  advan- 
cing by  a  road  wholly  unknown  to 
our  officers — and  200  of  the  Mary- 
land brigade  captured.  The  brigade 
falling  back  under  the  wing  of  the 
15th  N.  T.  Heavy  Artillery  (now 
serving  as  infantry),  that  raiment 
stood  its  ground,  and,  by  rapid  and 
deadly  volleys,  repelled  the  enemy. 
Our  movement  was  here  arrested — 
our  loss  during  the  day  having  been 
1,000 — but  Warren  held  his  ground, 
fortified  it;  and  the  Weldon  road 
was  lost  to  the  enemy. 

Yet,  though  Warren's  position  was 
good,  it  was  unconnected  with  oar 
lines,  still  on  the  Jerusalem  plank- 
road;  Brig.-Gen.  Bragg,  who  had 
been  ordered  to  fill  the  gap,  having 
neglected  promptly  to  do  so.  War- 
ren, perceiving  the  fault,  reiterated 
his  order;  but,  before  it  could  now 
be  executed.  Hill  pushed  a  considera- 
ble force  into  the  vacant  space,  and, 
striking  Crawford's  division  impetu- 
ously in  flank  and  rear,  rolled  it 
up;  taking  2,500  prisoners,  includ- 
ing Brig.-Gen.  Hays.  But  now,  the 
brigades  of  Wilcox  and  White,  of 
Bumside's  corps,  came  up,  and  the 
enemy  made  off  in  a  hurry  with  his 
spoils ;  enabling  Warren  to  recover 
the  lost  ground  and  reestablish  his 
lines. 

Warren  was  well  aware  that  his 
position  astride  the  Weldon  road  was 
not  adapted  to  tranquillity,  and  gov- 
erned himself  accordingly.  Hardly 
three  days  had  elapsed,  when  he  was 
suddenly  saluted"  by  30  Rebel  guns; 
and,  after  an  hour's  lively  practice, 
an  assaulting  column  advanced  on 
his  front,  while  another  att^npted  to 
reach  and  turn  his  left  flank.  Bat 
Warren  was  prepared  for  this  ma- 
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ttOBuver,  and  easilj  baffled  it,  flank- 
ing the  flanking  column  and  routing 
it,  with  a  net  loss  of  302  on  our  part, 
and  at  least  1,200  to  the  enemy,  of 
whose  dead  he  buried  211,  while  he 
took  600  prisoners.  He  had  lost  in 
this  entire  movement  4,455  men — 
most  of  them  prisoners — ^while  the 
enemy  had  lost  scarcely  half  that 
number ;  but  he  had  lost  and  we  had 
gained  the  "Weldon  road. 

Hancock,  returned  from  the  north 
of  the  James,  had  moved  rapidly  to 
the  Weldon  road  in  the  rear  of  War- 
ren. Striking"  it  at  Beams's  sta- 
tion, he  had  been  busily  tearing  it 
up  for  two  or  three  days ;  when  his 
cavalry  gave  warning  that  the  enemy 
in  force  were  at  hand.  Their  flrst 
blow  fell  on  Miles's  division,  on  our 
right,  and  was  promptly  repulsed; 
but  Hill  ordered  Heth,  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery,  to  try  again,  and  at 
all  events  carry  the  position ;  which 
he  ultimately  did  at  the  fourth  charge, 
capturing  three  batteries. 

Hancock  ordered  Gibbon's  division 
to  retake  it ;  but  they  failed  to  do  so. 
Miles,  rallying  a  piu*t  of  his  scattered 
division,  and  fighting  it  admirably, 
recovered  part  of  his  lost  ground  and 
one  of  his  captured  batteries.  Gib- 
bon's division,  assailed  by  a  force  of 
dismounted  cavalry,  was  easily  driv- 
en from  its  breastworks;  but  the 
enemy,  attempting  to  follow  up  his 
success,  was  checked  and  repelled  by 
a  heavy  flank  fire  from  our  dis- 
mounted cavalry,  posted  on  the  left. 

Though  but  four  miles  from  War- 
ren's position,  no  reenforcements,  ow- 
ing to  various  blunders,  reached  Han- 
cock till  after  he  had  been  forced  to 
retreat,  abandoning  Eeams's  station, 
after  a  total  loss  of  2,400  (out  of 


8,000)  men,  and  5  guns.  Hill's  loss 
waa  also  heavy,  but  considerably 
smaller. 

Warren's  hold  on  the  road  had  bo- 
come  too  strong  to  be  shaken,  and 
there  ensued  a  pause  of  over  a  month ; 
during  which  the  Eebels  planned  and 
executed  a  smart  raid  on  our  cattle* 
yard  at  Coggin's Point  on  the  James; 
running  off  2,500  beeves  at  no  cost 
but.  that  of  fatigue. 

The  calm  was  broken  at  last  by 
Grant,  who  ordered  an  advance  by 
Warren  on  the  left,  to  cover  one  more* 
determined  by  Butler  on  the  right. 
Gen.  Warren  pushed  westward  ** 
with  two  divisions  of  his  own  corps 
and  two  of  the  9th,  under  Parke, 
with  Gregg's  cavalry  in  advance; 
reaching  the  Squirrel  Level  road,  and 
carrying  two  or  three  small  works 
at  different  points.  There  was  fight- 
ing along  our  new  front  through- 
out this  and  the  following  day ;  we 
holding  the  newly  gained  ground 
and  intr^iching  on  it ;  our  losses  in 
the  movement  having  been  2,500; 
those  of  the  enemy  probably  less,  in- 
cluding Gen.  Dunnovan,  killed.  The 
ground  thus  taken  was  promptly 
joined  by  proper  works  to  Warren's 
former  position  across  the  railroad. 

Oten,  Butler,  in  his  turn,  crossing 
the  James,  advanced  with  the  10th 
corps,  now  commanded  by  Bimey, 
and  the  18th,  now  under  Ord,  and 
struck"  the  enemy's  outpost  below 
Chapin's  farm,  known  as  Fort  Harri- 
son, which  he  assaulted  and  took, 
with  15  guns,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  enemy's  intrench- 
menta.  He  attempted  to  follow  up 
his  blow  with  the  capture  of  Fort 
Gilmer,  which  was  next  in  order ;  but 
was  repulsed  by  Maj.-Gen.  Field, 
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with  a  losB  of  300.  On  our  side,  Gen. 
Ord  was  wounded,  and  Brig.-Gten. 
Bamham  killed* 

Fort  Harrison  was  so  important  to 
Richmond,  that  Field  resolved  to  re- 
take it,  but  deferred  the  assault  till 
next  morning,  when  he  hurled  three 
brigades  against  it  on  one  side,  while 
Gen.  Hoke  charged  on  the  other. 
These  assaults  failed  to  be  made 
simultaneously,  and  of  course  were 
both  repulsed  with  slaughter ;  as  they 
probably  would  have  been  at  any 
rate.  But,  a  few  days  thereafter,  the 
Kebels  surprised  at  dawn  our  right, 
held  by  Kautz's  cavalry,  which  had 
been  pushed  up  the  Charles  City  road, 
to  within  4  or  5  miles  of  Richmond, 
and  drove  it ;  capturing  9  guns  and 
perhaps  500  prisoners.  A  desperate 
fight  ensued,  in  which  the  Rebel  Gen. 
Gregg,  of  Texas,  was  killed.  Both 
sides  claimed  a  clear  advantage,  but 
neither  obtained  much,  save  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  Harrison ;  while  the 
losses  of  each  had  been  quite  heavy. 

Butler  pushed  forward  a  strong 
reconnoissance  on  the  13th,  and  as- 
saulted some  new  works  that  the 
enemy  had  constructed  on  a  part  of 
iheir  front;  but  they  were  firmly 
held,  and  the  attack  was  not  long 
persisted  in. 

After  a  considerable  pause,  spiced 
only  by  ^cannonading  and  picket- 
firing  fiJong  the  intrenched  front  of 
both  armies,  and  some  sanguinary 
encounters  around  Fort  Sedgwick 
(nicknamed  by  our  soldiers  *Fort 
Hell')  covering  the  Jerusalem  plank- 
road,  Gen.  Grant  again  sounded  a 
general  advance.  While  G^en.  Butler 
demonstrated  in  force  on  our  extreme 
right — ^the  18th  corps  moving  on  the 
Richmond    defenses    by   both    the 


Charles  City  and  WiQiamsburg  roads 
— on  our  left,  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, leaving  only  men  enough  to 
hold  its  works  before  Petersburg,  and 
taking  three  days'  rations,  marched  •• 
suddenly  by  the  left  against  the  ene- 
my's works  covering  Hatcher's  run 
and  the  Boydton  plank-road.  In 
other  words,  Meade's  army  was  here 
pushed  forward  to  find  and  turn  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy. 

Starting  before  dawn,  the  9th  corps, 
under  Parke,  on  the  right,  with  the 
5th,  under  Warren,  on  its  left,  struck, 
at  9  A.  M.,  the  right  of  the  Rebel  in- 
trenchments,  which  rested  on  the  east 
bank  of  Hatcher's  run  ;  assaulting, 
but  failing  to  carry  them.  Warren 
thereupon  imdertook,  as  had  been  ar- 
ranged, to  come  in  on  its  flank  by  a 
turning  movement ;  while  Hancock, 
who  had  simultaneously  advanced 
still  farther  to  our  left;,  and  had  found 
but  a  small  force  to  dispute  his  pas- 
sage of  Hatcher's  run  where  he  struck 
it,  moved  north-westward  by  Dab- 
ney's  mill,  gained  the  Boydton  plank- 
road,  and  pushed  up  to  strike  the 
Lynchburg  railroad  in  the  enemy's 
rear.  Gregg,  with  his  cavalry  division, 
was  thrown  out  on  Hancock's  left. 

Hancock  had  reached,  with  little 
opposition,  the  Boydton  plank-road, 
and  was  pushing  farther,  when,  at  1 
p.  M.,  he  was  halted  by  an  order  fix)m 
Meade.  Warren,  upon  the  failure  of 
Parke  to  carry  the  intrenchment  in 
his  front,  had  pushed  Crawford's  di- 
vision, strengthened  by  Ayres's  brig- 
ade, across  the  run,  with  orders  to 
move  down  the  north  bank  of  that 
stream,  so  as  to  turn  the  Rebel  de- 
fenses. Hancock,  hitherto  several 
miles  distant,  it  was  intended  to  con* 
nect  with  by  this  movement 
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Crawford,  with  great  difficulty,  ad- 
vanced as  ordered,  through  woods 
and  swamps  all  but  impenetrable, 
and  in  which  many  of  his  men  were 
lost,  while  regiments  were  hopelessly 
separated  from  their  division,  until 
he  was  directly  on  the  flank  of  the 
Kebel  intrendiments ;  when  he,  too, 
was  halted  by  "Warren  to  give  time 
for  consultation  with  Meade — ^the 
country  having  proved  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  what  was  expected.  Han- 
cock was  now  but  a  mile  from  Craw- 
ford's left;  but  the  dense  woods  left 
them  in  entire  ignorance  of  each 
other's  position.  And  now,  of  course, 
as  Hajicock  was  extending  his  right 
(Gibbon's  division,  now  under  Egan) 
to  find  Crawford's  left,  and  receiving 
a  mistaken  report  that  the  connec- 
tion had  been  made,  though  a  space 
of  1,200  yards  still  intervened,  Lee 
threw  forward  Hill  to  strike  Han- 
cock's right  and  roll  it  up  after  the 
established  fashion. 

Hill's  leading  division,  under  Heth, 
crossed  the  run,  making  for  Hancock, 
and,  following  a  forest  path,  swept 
across  in  front  of  Crawford's  skirmish- 
ers and  across  the  interval  between 
Crawford  and  Hancock,  without 
clearly  knowing  where  it  was.  Ar- 
riving opposite  Hancock's  position, 
HiU,  seeing  but  unseen,  silently  de- 
ployed in  the  woods,  and,  at  4  p.  m., 
ch£a*ged;  striking  Mott's  division, 
whose  first  notice  of  an  enemy's  ap- 
proach was  a  volley  of  musketry. 
The  brigade  (Pierce's)  thus  charged 
gave  way ;  a  battery  was  lost ;  and, 
for  a  moment,  there  was  a  prospect 
of  another  Beams's  station  disaster. 
Hancock  of  course  instantly  sent  word 
to  Egan  to  change  front  and  hurry  to 
the  rescue;  but  Egan  had  already 
done  that  at  the  first  eound  of  Hill's 


guns ;  and,  as  the  enemy,  emer^ng 
into  the  cleared  space  along  the 
Boydton  road,  pushed  across  that  road 
in  pursuit  of  Mott's  fugitives,  firing 
and  yelling,  Egan  struck  them  in 
flank  with  two  brigades,  sweeping 
down  the  road,  retaking  the  lost  guns, 
and  making  over  1,000  prisoners. 
The  disconcerted  Eebels  retreated  as 
rapidly  as  they  had  advanced ;  but, 
over  200  of  than,  fleeing  in  utter 
confiision  toward  the  run,  fell  into 
Crawford's  lines,  and  were  captured. 
Could  Crawford  have  instantly  com- 
prehended the  situation  and  ad- 
vanced, their  loss  must  have  been  &r 
greater, 

"Warren  was  with  Meade  in  the 
rear  of  Crawford's  line,  when  Hill's 
blow  was  struck,  and  at  once  ordered 
up  Ayres  to  the  support  of  Hancock ; 
but  night  feu  before  Ayres  could 
get  up. 

Simultaneously  with  the  charge  on 
Hancock's  front,  Wade  Hampton, 
with  five  brigades  of  cavalry,  charged 
his  left  and  rear,  guarded  by  Greg's 
cavalry ;  and  Hancock  was  required 
to  send  all  his  available  force  to 
Gregg's  support.  Hampton  persisted 
till  after  dark,  but  gained  no  ground, 
and  was  ultimately  beaten  o&  Han* 
cock's  total  loss  by  the  day's  opera- 
tions was  1,500 ;  that  of  the  en^ny 
was  greater.  • 

Hancock  was  now  authorized  by 
Meade  either  to  withdraw  or  to  hold 
on  and  attack  next  morning,  if  he 
could  do  so  safely  with  the  aid  of 
Ayres  and  Crawford.  Being  short 
of  ammunition,  with  no  certainty 
that  any  more  would  reach  him,  or 
that  Ayres  and  Crawford  could  bring 
up  their  divisions  in  season  for  the 
attack  that  would  naturally  be  made 
on  him  at  daybreak,  Hancock  pro- 
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dently  decided  to  draw  off"  and,  at 
10  p.  M.,  commenced  the  movement ; 
which  ended  with  our  whole  army 
T)ack  in  its  intrenchments  before 
Petersburg,  and  thence  westward  to 
"Warren's  works,  covering  not  only 
theWeldon  raiboad,  but  the  Vaughan 
and  Squirrel  Level  highways.  Thus, 
while  our  several  advances  on  the 
left  had  been  achieved  at  heavy  cost, 
the  following  movement,  wherein  we 
had  the  advantage  in  the  fighting 
and  in  losses,  gave  us  no  foot  of 
ground  whatever. 

Butler's  advance  on  our  farthest 


right,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  feint, 
had  effected  nothing  but  a  distraction 
of  the'  enemy's  attention,  and  this  at 
considerable  cost. 

Here  ended,  practically,  for  the 
year  1864,  Grant's  determined,  per- 
sistent, sanguinary  campaign  against 
Lee's  army  and  Richmond :  and  the 
following  tabijlar  statement  of  the 
losses  endured  by  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, having  been  furnished  by  one 
of  Gen.  Grant's  staff  to  the  author 
of  "Grant  and  his  Campaigns,"  can 
not  be  plausibly  suspected  of  exag- 
gerating them : 


Tabular  JStaUnutU  qf  CkuuaUUB  ^  iU  Army  qf  £W  Potomac,  from  May  &,  1864|  to  Ko9€mb&r  1, 18M. 


Officers , 


Enlisted 
Men. 


Officers. 


Enlisted 


Officers. 


Enlisted 
Men. 


Aggre- 


WildernesSb 

Bpottsylvanift 

Korth  Anna 

Cold  Hwbor 

Petersborg 

Dlito 

Ditto 

Tranches. 

Weldon  RsDrofld.... 

Beams^s  Station 

Peeble's  Farm. 

Trenches 

Bojdton  Plank-road. 


May6tol2 

May  12  to  21 

May  21  to  81 

June  1  to  10 

Jane  10  to  20 

Jane  20  to  July  aa. 

July  80 

August  1  tola 

August  18  to 2L.... 

August  2&. 

Sept.  80  to  Oct.  1.. 
Aug.  IS  to  Oct.  80.. 
October  27  to 28.... 


s«o 

8,019 

114 

2^082 

12 

183 

144 

1^1 

66 

1,118 

29 

576 

47 

872 

10 

128 

21 

191 

24 

98 

12 

129 

18 

284 

le 

140 

1,017 

250 

87 

421 

861 

120 

124 

58 

100 

62 

60 

91 

66 


18,261 
7,697 
1,068 
8,621 
6,492 
2,874 
1,655 

626 
1,066 

484 

788 
1,214 

981 


177 

81 

8 

51 

46 

108 

91 

1 

104 

95 

56 

4 

8 


6,667 

248 

824 

2,865 

1,668 

2,109 

1,819 

46 

8,0rZ2 

1,674 

1,700 

800 

619 


29,410 

10,881 

1,607 

18,168 

9,665 

5316 

4,008 

868 

4,5« 

2,482 

2,685 

2,417 

1,902 


Totals.. 


796 


9,776 


2,796 


51,161 


776 


88,887 


NoTiL— The  first  line  of  the  above  table  includes  several  days'  desperate  fighting  at  Spottsylvanla,  in  which 
onr  losses  were  ftilly  10,000.  Our  aetoal  losses  in  the  Wilderness  were  rather  under  than  over  20,000,  and  at  Spot^ 
aylvania  Jost  about  as  many.    These  eorreetloDS,  however,  make  no  difl'erence  in  the  aggregates  given  above. 


Whether  the  foregoing  returns  of 
losses  do  or  do  not  include  those  of 
Bumside's  (9th)  corps  before  it  was 
formally  incorporated  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  is  not  stated ;  but, 
as  they  do  not  include  the  losses  in 
the  Army  of  the  James,  it  is  safe  to 
conclude  that  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  of  1S64,  in  our  armies 
operating  directly  for  the  reduction 
of  Richmond,  reached  the  appalling 
aggregate  of  100,000  men.  If  we  as- 
sume that,  of  nearly  54,000  wounded 


and  24,000  missing  (most  of  the  lat- 
ter prisoners,  of  whom  few  of  the 
able-bodied  were  exchanged  during 
that  year),  30,000  recovered  of  their 
wounds,  or  were  recaptured,  or  es- 
caped fipom  the  enemy,  it  leaves  our 
net  losses  in  that  campaign  not  less 
than  70,000!  The  enemy's  net  loss, 
including  15,378  prisoners,  after  de- 
ducting the  wounded  who  recovered 
and  returned  to  their  colors,  we  may 
safely  estimate  at  40,000,  though  they 
would  doubtless  msJce  it  less.    I>ur- 


**  Heth  says  that,  if  he  had  remained,  he 
would  ha¥e  been  attadced  next  morning  by 


ISfOOO  infisntry  and  Hampton's  oayaliy.    His 
lack  of  ammunition  oompeUed  withdrawaL 
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ing  the  many  desperate  combats  of 
this  bloody  year,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  lost  only  26  and  gained  but 
82  guns.  Its  losses  of  guns  were 
mainly  incurred  at  Beams's  station ; 
its  gains  were  chiefly  made  at  Spott- 
sylvania. 

Grant's  conduct  of  this  campaign 
was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Confeder- 
ate critics,  who  gave  a  decided  pref- 
erence to  the  strategy  of  McClellan. 
They  hold  that  the  former  aimed 
only  to  overpower  and  crush  by 
brute  force — ^by  the  employment  of 
overwhelming  numbers — and  by  a 
lavish  expenditure  of  blood.  Doubt- 
less, a  great  military  genius,  such  as 
appears  once  in  two  or  three  centu- 
ries, might  have  achieved  them  at  a 
smaller  cost ;  as  a  timid,  hesitating, 


purposeless  commander  would  have 
failed  to  achieve  them  at  aU.  The 
merit  which  may  be  fairly  claimed 
for  Grant  is  that  of  resolutely  under- 
taking a  very  difficult  and  formida- 
ble task,  and  executing  it  to  the  best 
of  his  ability— at  all  events,  doing  it 
That,  when  south  of  the  James,  he 
was  just  where  the  Rebels  wished 
him  7wt  to  be,  they  showed  by  despe- 
rate and  hazardous  efforts  to  draw 
him  thence ;  and  the  proof  was  du- 
plicated in  the  final  collapse  of  the 
Eebellion.  Other  campaigns  were 
more  brilliant ;  but  none  contributed 
more  positively  and  eminently  to 
break  the  power  of  the  Confederates 
than  that  which  began  on  the  Bapi- 
dan  and  ended  in  front  of  Petersburg 
and  across  the  Weldon  road. 


XXVI. 

WEST  VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  OF  THE  RAPIDAN 

IN  1864. 


The  *  Anaconda'  is  a  clumsy,  slug- 
gish beast;  effecting  his  ends  by  an 
enormous,  even  lavish  expenditure  of 
force ;  but  Grant's  anaconda  differed 
from  that  of  Scott  and  McClellan 
in  being  thoroughly  alive.  The  si- 
multaneous National  advance  in  1864 
from  all  points,  against  the  armies 
and  remaining  strongholds  of  the  Re- 
bellion, was  not  merely  ordered ;  it 
was  actually  attempted — with  many 
reverses  at  the  outset,  and  no  deci- 
dedly encouraging  results  for  some 
months,  but  with  ultimately  over- 
whelming success. 

Before  Gen.  Grant  had  been  placed 
in  cbief  command,  there  had  been 
several    collisions   in    western    and 


northern  Viiginia.  The  first  occurred* 
at  Jonesville,  in  the  extreme  west  of 
old  Virginia,  near  Cumberland  gap, 
held  by  Maj.  Beers  with  800  lUinois- 
ans  and  3  guns,  who  were  surroimd- 
ed,  surprised,  and  captured  by  Sam. 
Jones,  after  a  smart  contest,  in  which 
our  loss  was  60.  The  excuse  for  hold- 
ing an  outpost  thus  exposed  was  the 
necessity  of  collecting  forage  for  our 
larger  force  at  Cumberland  gap. 

A  nearly  simultaneous  raid  by  Fitz- 
Hugh  Lee's  cavalry,  on  the  line  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  west 
of  Cumberland,  came  to  nothing; 
but  a  later  expedition,  sent  under 
Rosser  over  into  West  Virginia  from 
the  Valley  by  Early,  surprised'  a  train 


'  Jan.  3,  ISe^ 


>  Jan.  30. 
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moving  from  New  creek  to  Petew- 
burg,  Hardy  county;  and,  afker  a 
brief  struggle,  captured  270  prison- 
ers, 93  six-mole  wagons,  beavily  la- 
den, and  brought  away  1,200  cattle 
and  500  sheep,  in  addition.  Of  many 
raids  from '  Dixie'  into  West  Virginia, 
hardly  another  was  so  cheaply  suc- 
cessful as  this. 

KoBser  next  surprised'  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad  station  at  Pat- 
terson creek  bridge,  8  miles  west  of 
Cumberland,  capturing  a  company 
which  held  it;  but  was  struck,  on  his 
return,  at  Springfidd,  near  Bomney, 
by  Gen.  Averill,  with  a  far  superior 
Union  force,  and  chased  out  of  the 
new  State ;  losing  his  Patterson  creek 
prisoners  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  his  own  men  and  horses. 

CoL  Gallup,  commanding  on  the 
border  of  eastern  Kentucky,  sur- 
prised* Col.  Ferguson,  a  Eebel  guer- 
rilla, at  the  Bock  House,  Wayne  co.. 
West  Virginia,  killing  16  and  taking 
60  prisoners,  including  Ferguson. 
-  Gen.  Scammon,  commanding  at 
Charlestown,  had  been  surprised  and 
captured,  with  the  steamboat  Levi, 
on  the  Kanawha,  by  Lt.  Verdigan, 
one  of  Ferguson's  subordinates,  a  few 
days  before.  Verdigan,  with  but  10 
men,  captured  a  General,  4  other  of- 
ficers, and  26  privates,  beside  the 
steamboat  and  her  crew;  throwing 
overboard  the  captured  arms  so  fast 
as  he  could  seize  them,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude the  danger  of  a  rescue.  Scam- 
mon and  his  two  aids  were  sent  prison- 
ers to  Richmond ;  the  residue  paroled. 


Gen.  Grant's  comprehensive  plan 
of  campaign  embraced  a  cooperative 
movement  up  the  Shenandoah  under 
Gen.  Sigel,  and  up  the  Kanawha  by 


Gen.  Crook,  aiming  at  the  Rebel  re- 
sources in  the  vicinity  of  Staunton 
and  Lynchburg.  Sigel,  with  some 
10,000  men,  moved'  up  the  Valley 
accordingly,  and  was  met,  near  New- 
MABKEi,  by  a  Rebel  army  of  at  least 
equal  force  under  Breckinridge;  to 
strengthen  whom,  the  region  west  of 
him  had  very  properly  been  stripped 
and  left  nearly  defenseless.  After 
some  manoeuvering  and  skirmishing, 
Breckinridge,  at  8  p.  m.,*  ordered  a 
determined  charge,  by  which  Sigel's 
badly  handled  army  was  routed,  and 
driven  back  to  Cedar  creek,  near 
Strasburg,  with  a  loss  of  700  men,  6 
guns,  1,000  small  arms,  his  hospitals, 
and  part  of  his  train.  Breckinridge 
seems  not  to  have  followed  up  his 
victory,  because  his  forces  were  need- 
ed to  repel  the  advance  of  Crook 
from  the  west. 

Crook  had  moved  from  Charles- 
town  simidtaneously  with  Sigel's  ad- 
vance from  Winchester;  and — as  if 
to  preclude  the  last  chance  of  ulti- 
mate success — had  divided  his  com- 
mand; sending  Averill,  with  2,000 
cavalry,  to  destroy  the  lead-mines 
near  Wytheville,  while  he  advanced 
farther  to  the  left.  But  when  Ave- 
rill reached^  Wytheville,  he  found 
there  John  Morgan,  with  a  formida- 
ble cavalry  force  dispatched  by  Gen. 
W.  E.  Jones  from  Saltville;  and  a 
stubborn  fight  came  off,  wherein  Ave- 
rill was  clearly  worsted.  He  tries  in 
his  *  General  Order'  to  make  the  re- 
sult a  drawn  fight  against  ^^over- 
whelming numbers ;"  but,  as  he  does 
not  claim  to  have  destroyed  the  lead- 
works,  nor  taken  the  town,  nor 
achieved  anything  in  particular,  save 
that  ^^  the  purposes  of  die  enemy  were 
foiled  by  ihe  engagement,"  there  is 
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no  room  for  doubt  that  he  was  virta- 
ally  beaten. 

Gen.  Crook^  with  11  regiments, 
numbering  some  6,000  men,  had 
made  directly  for  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  raUroad  at  Dublin  station ; 
4  miles  firom  which  he  was  met  by  a 
far  inferior  Eebel  force  under  Mo- 
.Causland,  which  fought  bravely,  but 
was  beaten  off,  with  a  loss  on  our 
part  of  126  killed  and  586  wounded. 
The  railroad  here,  and  for  a  shc»rt 
distance  eastward,  was  destroyed. 
And  now  the  appearance  of  a  con- 
siderable Bebel  reenforcement,  dis- 
patched from  Wytheville  by  Moi^gan 
before  he  fought  AveriU,  impelled 
Crook  to  retreat  to  Meadow  bridge ; 
BO  that,  when  Averill  reached  Dub- 
lin, Crook  was  gone,  which  left  him 
no  choice  but  to  follow.  Thus  the  con- 
centric movement  upon  Lee's  flank 
and  rear  resulted,  as  usual  with  such 
combinations,  in  general  £Eulure,  if 
not  positive  disaster.  A  force  that, 
if  concentrated,  could  have  beaten  all 
the  Rebels  in  Virginia  west  of  the 
Blue  ridge,  had  been  so  di^^rsed  and 
frittered  away  as  to  achieve  less  than 
nothing. 

CraQt  at  once  relieved  Sigel,  send- 


ing Gen.  Hunter  to  succeed  Iiim. 
The  old,  fatally  vicious  system  of 
a  concentric  advance  from  opposite 
points  on  a  common  focus  was 
still  adhered  to.  Hunter,  somewhat 
strengthened,  at  once  resume^  the 
offensive;  the  pressure  on  Lee  by 
Grant's  persistent  hammering  hav- 
ing constrained  Breckinridge's  with- 
drawal, with  the  better  part  of  his 
force,  to  Ihe  defenses  of  Eichmond; 
W.  £.  Jones,  with,  most  of  the  Eebel 
forces  in  the  western  part  of  old  Vir- 
ginia, including  McCausland's,  hav- 
ing been  hurried  forward  to  confront 
the  new  danger.  The  two  armies 
met*  at  PiBDM<»rr,  near  Staunton — 
Hunter's  being  somewhat  more  nu- 
merous*— and  a  spirited  and  weUr 
fought  action  resulted  in  the  defeat 
of  Jones,  who  was  diot  through  the 
head,  and  fell  dead  on  the  fidd. 
Among  the  fruits  <^  this  victory 
were  1,600  prisoners,  8  guns,  and 
8,000  small  arms.  It  was,  in  fact,  a 
rout ;  leaving  the  Eebel  army  inca- 
pable of  further  resistance. 

Hunter  advanced  to  Staunton, 
where  Crook  and  Averill — no  con- 
siderable force  having  been  left  by 
Jones  to  <^pose  them—joined"  him; 


'June  6. 

•  CoL  0.  a  Halpine,  chief  of  Btaif  to  Hunter, 
•ays  of  this  conflict: 

*'The  forces  actually  engaged  were  about 
•qual:  Gen.  Hunter  having  some  9,000  men  ac- 
tually in  action,  while  the  enemy  had  about  ttie 
same— strongly  posted,  howeyer,  on  a  range  of 
hiHs,  horse-shoe  fdiaped  and  heavily  timbered, 
and  Airther  protected  by  rifle-pits  and  raU-fence 
barricades,  hastUy  thrown  up  the  night  before. 
The  Rebel  morning  report  of  the  day  previous, 
^mmd  on  the  dead  body  of  Qea.  Jones  that  aftei^ 
noon,  showed  that  he  had  then  under  him  6,800 
regular  Confederate  soldiers;  while  we  knew  l^t 
he  was  joined  on  the  morning  of  the  epgegement 
by  Vaughan'a  brigade  from  East  Tennessee,  and 
also  by  about  1,600  miHtia-— old  men  and  youn^ 
boys,  not  worth  the  powder  required  to  Idfi 
them — hurried  forward  from  ^tauntoa  and 
Lyndiburg  on  news  of  our  advance. 

"The  flght,  though  not  large  in  numbers,  was 
emgularly  obstinate  and  fluctuating;  the  enemy 


beating  back  repeated  charges  pf  our  infantry  and 
cavalry,  under  Qena.  Sullivan  and  Stahl — for 
neither  the  divisions  of  Crook  nor  Averill  had 
then  joined  us ;  and  it  was  quite  late  in  the  af- 
ternoon, aAar  a  long  and  sweltering  day  of  bat* 
tie,  when  the  movement  of  the  gallant  Col  Tba- 
bume's  division  across  the  aarrow  valley,  and 
its  charge  up  hill  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank, 
decided  the  contest  in  our  &vor.  G^n.  Wm.  £. 
Jones,  their  conunander,  was  killed,  as  also  four 
Cdonels;  and  we  had  about  1,800  prisonen^ 
including  the  worthless  reserve  militia,  seventy 
regular  officers,  and  2,800  stand  of  arms,  as  the 
spoils  attesting  our  success.  But  for  the  com- 
ing on  of  night,  and  the  broken,  heavily-tim- 
bered nature  of  the  country,  the  famous  feat  of 
'  bagging*  that  army — so  popular  with  Coogrea* 
sional  orators  and  enthusiafltlc  ^tors — mi|^ 
have  been  easily  accomplished;  for  a  woraa 
wbii^>ed  or  mose  utterly  demormlized  crowd  d 
beaten  men  never  fled  firom  any  field." 

"June  8. 
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and  moyed  thence  directly  to  Lex- 
ington; disappointing  Grant,  wlio 
had  expected  him  at  Gordonsville, 
and  had  sent  his  cavahy  under  Sheri- 
dan to  meet  him  there.  His  fiulnre 
to  do  so  subjected  Sheridan  to  like 
&ilure  in  his  approach  to  Gordons- 
Tille,  as  we  have  seen. 

Hunter's  force  was  now  increased 
to  about  20,000  men ;  and  he  hast- 
ened, via  Lexington,  to  Lynchburg 
— ^the  chief  city  of  western  (old)  Vir- 
ginia— intuit  on  its  speedy  reduc- 
tion. But  Lyndiburg,  the  focus  of  a 
rich,  populous  region,  and  of  exten- 
sive manufactures,  lies  on  the  James 
river  and  canal,  in  unbroken  railroad 
communication  with  Richmond  and 
Petersburg  on  the  one  side,  and  with 
the  farther  south  on  the  other.  Lee — 
who  might  as  well  have  lost  Eich- 
mond — dispatched  a  very  considera- 
ble force  to  its  relief;  part  of  which 
arrived  the  day  before  Hunter  at- 
tacked "  the  ci^  from  the  «outh,  and 
still  more  during  the  following  night, 
wherein  several  trains  arrived  from 
the  east  filled  with  men. 

Hunter  found  his  ammuniti<m  run- 
ning low,  a  strong  dty  before  him, 
and  the  whole  Confederacy  virtually 
rallying  to  overwhelm  him.  He  had 
no  choi^  but  to  retreat,  sharply  pur- 
sued; following  the  railroad  west- 
ward to  Salem^ — ^where  the  pursuit 
ended — and  th^Qce  striking,  via  New- 
castle," for  Meadow  bluff,"  in  West 
Virginia;  his  provisi<His  long  since 
exhausted,  and  very  little  to  be 
gleaned  in  midsummer  from  that 
poor,  thinly-peopled,  war-exhausted 
region.  No  rations  were  obtained  till 
the  27th ;  and  the  sufferings  of  men 
and  loss  of  hoites  w^:«  deplorable. 

The  direction  <rf  his  retreat  may 


have  been  misjudged;  but  Hunter, 
lacking  many  things,  never  lacked 
courage ;  and  he  believed  that  an  at- 
tempt to  regain  the  Shenandoah  di- 
rectly from  Lynchburg  would  have 
seriously  imperiled  his  army.  But 
his  withdrawal  into  "West  Virginia 
rendered  him  no  longer  formidable 
to  the  enemy,  and  involved  a  circuit- 
ous, harasffing  movement  by  the  Ka-. 
nawha,  the  Ohio,  Parkersburg,  and 
Grafton,  before  he  could  again  be  of 
any  service. 

The  Sebels,  aware  of  this,  promptly 
resolved  to  make  the  most  of  their 
opportunity.  Early,  who  had  headed 
the  corps  sent  from  Kichmond  to  the 
relief  of  Lynchburg,  collecting  all  the 
fcHTces  he  could  muster,  moved  rap- 
idly northward,  and  very  soon  ap^ 
peared"  on  the  Potomac:  Sigel,  com- 
manding at  Martinsburg,  retreating 
precipitately  by  Harper's  Ferry,  with 
a  heavy  loss  of  stores,  and  taking  post 
on  Maryland  Heights,  where  the  ene- 
my did  not  see  fit  to  assail  him,  but 
once  more  destroyed  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroad  for  a  considera- 
ble distance,  levied  a  contribution 
of  $20,000  on  Hagerstown,  burned 
some  buildings  at  Williamq)ort,  and, 
raiding  up  into  the  border  of  Penn- 
sylvania, scoured  the  country  far  and 
wide  for  horses,  cattle,  provisions,  and 
money.  The  movement  was  so  well 
masked  by  cavalry  that  the  strength 
of  the  invading  force — ^probably  never 
so  much  as  20^000 — ^was  enormously 
exaggerated,  spreading  general  panic, 
and  causing  the  Government  to  call 
urgently  on  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
and  Massachusetts,  for  militia  to  meet 
the  emergency. 

Geo.  Oouch  was  commanding  in 
Pennsylvania;  Gen.  Lew.  WaUace 
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in  Maryland:  the  demonstrations 
against  the  former  were  only  intend- 
ed to  distract  attention  from  a  blow 
aimed  at  the  latter.  Wallace,  soon 
satisfied  of  this,  drew  ont  his  scanty 
forces — for  the  East  had,  ere  this,  been 
swept  nearly  bare  of  troops  to  fill  the 
chasms  made  by  constant  fighting  in 
the  armies  operating  against  Bich- 
mond — and  resolved  to  confront  the 
invaders  on  the  Monocacy,  which  af- 
forded a  tolerable  defensive  position. 
Tet,  when  his  forces  were  concen- 
trated at  Frederick,"  they  numbered 
barely  3,000;  and  these  mainly 
Home  Guards  and  100-day  volun- 
teers, who  had  never  been  in  action. 

Col.  Clendenin,  with  his  cavalry — 
some  400  in  all — ^was  sent  out  to 
Middletown  to  find  the  enemy ;  but 
was  soon  driven  back'*  by  Gen. 
Bradley  T.  Johnson,  with  1,000  Eebel 
horsemen.  Clendenin  retreated  on 
Frederick,  and  was  there  supported 
by  Lt.-Col.  Griffin's  infantry,  raising 
his  force  to  1,000 ;  and  a  brief  artil- 
lery duel  ensued,  which  resulted  in 
Johnson's  falling  back. 

Wallace  now  reached  Frederick — 
his  forces  having  hitherto  been  im- 
mediately directed  by  Gen.  Tyler — 
but  could  gain  no  reliable  account 
of  the  enemy's  strength  or  purposes 
— the  wildest  and  most  conflicting 
reports  being  in  circulation.  He 
soon  learned  by  telegram  from  Sigel, 
on  Maryland  Heights,  that  the  ene- 
my lately  beleaguering  him  had  lefk, 
marching  northward,  as  if  making 
for  Pennsylvania ;  while  he  had  as- 
surances from  Washington  that  a 
corps  of  veterans  were  hurrying  to  his 
assistance.  General  Eicketts,  with  a 
brigade  of  good  soldiers,  belonging 
to  tiie  19th  corps,  actually  came  up. 


Finding  the  enemy  in  his  front  rapidly 
growing  formidable,  and  threatening 
to  turn  his  left,  Wallace  now  with- 
drew by  night "  from  Frederick  across 
the  Monocacy,  and  took  up  the  posi- 
tion on  its  left  bank,  already  held 
by  Gen.  Eicketts,  which  he  resolved 
to  hold  so  long  as  he  could — since,  if 
the  Eebels  were  in  strong  force,  and 
intent  on  a  dash  at  Washington,  it 
was  important  at  least  to  check  them, 
by  compelling  them  to  concentrate 
and  fight ;  thus  gaining  time  for  the 
arrival  of  help  from  Grant. 

Early  in  the  morning,"  Wallace's 
dispositions  for  battle  were  completed. 
His  right,  under  Gen.  Tyler,  cover- 
ed the  Baltimore  pike ;  his  left,  un- 
der Gen.  Eicketts,  held  the  high 
road  to  Washington.  Each  had  three 
guns.  The  bridges  were  held ;  Bki^ 
mishers  being  thrown  out  beyond 
them.  Col.  Clendenin's  cavahy 
watched  the  lower  fords.  Only  part 
of  Eicketts's  division  was  on  hand; 
but  the  residue  was  expected  by  rail- 
road at  1  p.  M.  At  8  A.  ic,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  force  from  Frederick, 
throwing  out  skirmishers  and  plant- 
ing behind  them  his  guns,  which  soon 
opened  the  battle.  Having  not  less 
than  16  Kapoleons  to  our  6  smaUer 
pieces,  the  superiority  of  his  fire  was 
very  decided.  The  skirmishing  grew 
gradually  warmer  and  more  general, 
and  soon  there  was  serious  fighting 
at  the  stone  bridge  on  the  Baltimore 
pike.  A  considerable  body  of  Eebd 
infantry,  moving  by  their  right  just 
out  of  range  of  our  guns,  flanked  oar 
left,  forcing  a  passage  of  the  Monoc- 
acy at  a  ford  nearly  two  miles  below 
the  wooden  bridge  on  the  Washing- 
ton road.  And  now,  at  10^  am., 
the  enemy  advanced  in  battle  array 
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upon  Bickettfl,  who  had  changed 
firont  to  the  left,  to  meet  their  ad- 
yance  on  hk  flank,  his  right  resting 
on  the  river ;  and,  though  he  had 
been  obliged  to  form  in  a  single  line 
without  reserves,  so  great  was  the 
disparity  of  numbers  that  his  front 
was  considerably  overlapped  by  theirs. 
Wallace,  perceiving  the  inequality, 
sent  two  of  TyWs  guns  to  Bicketts ; 
and  soon — burning  the  wooden  bridge 
and  the  block-house  across  it,  so  as  to 
preclude  an  easy  advance  of  the  ene- 
my thereby — sent  to  Kicketts  every 
man  who  could  be  spared. 

The  enemy's  first  line  charged,  and 
was  quickly  repelled ;  his  second  line 
next  advanced,  and  was  likewise  re- 
pulsed; but  after  a  fiercer,  more  pro- 
tracted struggle.  And  now  Wallace 
might  have  retreated  with  honor, 
having  achieved  the  main  purpose  of 
his  stand ;  but  1  o'clock  was  at  hand, 
when  Bicketts's  three  absent  r^- 
ments  of  veterans  were  promised;  and, 
with  their  help,  he  felt  able  to  hold 
his  ground  against  the  enemy's  far 
superior  numbers.  But  1  p.  ic.  ar- 
rived and  no  regiments;  nor  could 
anything  be  heard  of  them — ^both 
telegrapher  and  railroad  agent  hav- 
ing decamped.  He  waited  an  hour 
longer ;  but  there  were  no  reenforce- 
ments ;  while  the  enemy,  in  two  strong 
lines,  again  issued  from  the  woods  on 
our  left  and  advanced  deliberately  to 
the  charge;  and  he  reluctantly  or- 
dered Bicketts  to  prepare  for  a 
retreat  by  the  Baltimore  pike,  which 
commenced  at  4  p.  m. 

The  stone  bridge  on  that  road  was 
held  by  Col.  Brown ;  and  it  was  of 
vital  importance  that  it  should  still 
be  held  firmly.  Qen^  Tyler  had  al- 
ready sent  his  reserve  to  Brown;  he 
now  galloped  thither  Mmsel^  and 


took  command;  Wallace  soon  ar- 
riving to  reiterate  the  order  that  it 
must  be  held  at  whatever  cost  until 
Bicketts  should  have  crossed  to  the 
Baltimore  pike  and  commenced  his 
retreat  thereon.  Tyler  held  on,  fight- 
ing, till  5  p.  M. ;  by  which  time  his 
remaining  force  was  nearly  enveloped 
by  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the 
enemy ;  so  that  he,  with  his  stafi^^  was 
compelled  to  dash  into  the  woods  on 
the  right,  and  thus  barely  escaped 
capture.  Brown  had  just  retreated 
down  the  pike ;  losing  some  of  his 
men,  but  holding  the  most  of  them 
steadily  in  their  ranks.  The  enemy 
made  no  efiective  pursuit;  Bradley 
T.  Johnson's  cavalry  being  absent, 
marching  on  Baltimore  by  the  Liber- 
ty road.  Bicketts's  three  missing 
r^^ents  had  been  halted  at  Monro- 
via, 8  miles  distant ;  whence  they  had 
ample  time  to  reach  the  field  in  time 
to  save  the  day.  They  joined  Wallace 
at  Newmarket,  and  thence  covered 
the  retreat :  which  terminated  twelve 
miles  fix>m  the  Monocacy. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  was  98 
killed,  679  woimded,  1,283  inissing : 
total,  1,959.  Many  of  the  missing 
probably  only  straggled  in  the  re- 
treat, as  the  enemy  took  but  700 
prisoners.  They  admitted  only  a 
total  loss  of  600 ;  but  400  of  their  se- 
verely wounded  were  found  in  hospi- 
tal at  Frederick,  when  we  reoccupied 
that  city  two  or  three  days  i^r- 
ward. 

Johnson's  cavalry  next  day  ap- 
proached Baltimore,  when  that  city 
was  filled  with  reports  that  Wallace's 
little  army  had  been  annihilated  at 
the  Monocacy.  The  Baltimore  Seces- 
sionists, less  numerous  than  in  April 
or  July,  1861,  were  no  whit  less  bit- 
ter; and  they  reasonably  hoped,  for 
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gome  hours,  to  welcome  a  ^  liberating' 
armj;  Bnt  Early,  after  a  brief  halt 
on  the  battle-field,  was  now  march- 
ing on  Washington ;  and  Baltimore, 
though  weakly  held,  was  not  to  be 
taken  on  a  gallop.  Brig.-Gens.  Lock- 
wood  and  Morrig  were  there;  and 
they  soon  rallied  thonsands  of  loyal 
citizens,  by  whom  every  approach 
was  guarded,  and  earthworks  thrown 
np  in  the  suburbs  which  could  not  be 
carried  without  difficulty  and  delay. 
Johnson  declined  the  attempt ;  but  a 
detachment  of  his  horsemen,  under 
Harry  Gilmor,  made  a  dash  at  the 
Philadelphia  railroad  near  Magnolia 
station,  next  morning ;  burning  the 
long  trestle  over  the  inlet  ^own  as 
Gunpowder,  stopping  there  the  morn- 
ing train  northward,  and  robbing  pas- 
sengers and  mails. 

Early's  cavalry  advance  reached 
Bockville  on  the  evening  of  the  10th ; 
his  infantry  was  next  day  within  6 
or  7  miles  of  Washington;  which 
they  actually  menaced  on  the  12th. 
Gen.  Augur,  commanding  the  de- 
fenses, pushed  out,  toward  evening, 
a  strong  reconnoissance  to  develop 
their  strength ;  and  a  smart  skirmish 
ensued,  wherein  we  had  380  killed 
and  wounded,  and  the  enemy  at  least 
as  many.  If  Early  had  rushed  upon 
Washington  by  forced  marches  from 
the  Monocacy,  and  at  once  assaulted 
with  desperate  energy,  he  might  have 
taken  the  city,  and  might  have  lost 
half  his  army :  he  must  have  lost  all 
his  army  if  he  had  carried  the  city 
and  attempted  to  hold  it 

Whatev^  his  purpose,  it  was  now 
too  late  to  do  any  thing  but  what 
he  did — retreat  across  the  Poto- 
mac, with  his  cavalry,  batteries  and 
trains   freshly  horsed,  2,500   spare 


horses,  and  5,000  catde.  For  the 
19th  corps  (Emory's),  ordered  from 
New  Orleans  by  sea,  had  reached 
Fortress  Monroe  a  few  days  previous, 
and  had  been  sent  by  Grant  to  Wash- 
ington; as  had  the  6th  (Wright's) 
from  before  Petersburg,  with  direc- 
tions that  G^n.  Wright  should  aSi- 
sume  command.  Had  Early  waited, 
his  force,  now  reduced  to  15,000, 
would  have  been  confronted  and 
crushed  by  one  of  at  least  40,000. 

Wright's  pursuit  was  not  made  in 
such  force  as  he  should  have  had,  and 
was  timid  and  feeble.  Crossing  the 
Potomac  at  Edwards's  f«rry ,  he  moved 
through  Leesburg  and  Snicker's  gap 
to  the  Shenandoah ;  which  he  had 
partially  crossed  when  Early  turned  ** 
upon  him  sudd^y  and  fiercely,  driv- 
ing back  his  advance  with  a  loss  of 
ftdly  500.  Wright  recrossed  after  the 
enemy  had  moved  ofi*,  but  soon  re* 
turned  to  Leesburg,  and,  turning  over 
the  command  to  Crook,  repaired  to 
Washington. 

Averill,  moving  from  Martinsburg 
on  Winchester,  was  fought**  near 
that  city,  f<^  three  hours,  by  a  Bebel 
force,  which  he  finally  worsted;  tak* 
ing  200  prisoners  and  4  guns;  with 
a  loss  of  150  or  200  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  either  side.  The  approach  of 
Early  fix>m  Snicker's  gap  now  com- 
pelled him  to  draw  o£ 

Grant,  deceived  by  advices  that 
Early  was  returning  to  Lynchburg 
Mid  Eichmond,  ordered  the  6th  and 
19th  corps  by  water  to  Petersburg, 
intending  to  strike  a  blow  with  his 
thus  augmented  forces  before  Earlj 
could  arrive.  Hunter  was  still  on 
his  weary  way  from  his  miscarriage 
at  Lyncliburg — dry  rivers,  broken 
railroads,  &c.,  impeding  his  progress. 
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Crook,  left  in  command  of  the  deple- 
ted force  on  the  Potomac,  now  moved 
np  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  thence 
poshed  out  once  more  to  Winchester, 
supposing  that  there  was  nothing 
there  that  could  stop  his  progress. 

He  was  grievously  mistaken.  Early 
had  not  gone  south,  but  was  close  at 
hand ;  aud  soon  our  advance  was  an- 
noyed" by  smart  skirmishing,  which 
pushed  back  our  cavahy  on  our  in- 
fantry, and  next  day  routed  them, 
driving  Crook's  entire  command 
pell-mell  to  Martinsburg  with  a  loss 
of  1,200,  including  Gren.  Mulligan" 
killed.  Early's  loss  was  trifling. 
There  was  an  artillery  duel  next 
day  at  Martinsburg ;  but  Crook,  hav- 
ing gained  time  to  save  his  trains, 
crossed  over  into  Maryland,  leaving 
Early  undisturbed  master  of  the  south 
side  of  the  Potomac  from  Shepherds- 
town  to  Williamsport. 

He  made  an  unwise  use  of  his 
advantage.  Maryland  and  southern 
Pennsylvania  being  in  utter  panic — 
many  running  off  their  stock  to  places 
of  safety,  while  thousands  openly  ex- 
ulted at  the  brightened  prospects  of 
the  Eebellion — ^he  sent  B.  T.  John- 
son, McCausland,  and  others,  with 
perhaps  3,000  cavalry,  on  a  sweep- 
ing raid  northward.  McCausland 
took  a  considerable  circuit,  threaten- 
ing some  points  in  order  to  distract 
attention  from  others;  dispersing  a 
small  body  of  recruits  at  Carlisle 
barracks,  and  finally  striking  Cham- 
bersburg,"  then  totally  defenseless  and 
in  good  part  deserted,  and  demand- 
ing $100,000  in  gold  or  $600,000  m 
currency,  under  penalty  of  conflagra- 
tion. The  money  not  being  instantly 
produced,  the  place  was  fired,  and 
about  two-thirds  of  it  destroyed. 


The  excuse  alleged  for  this  act 
of  Vandalism  was  the  burning  of  ex- 
Gov.  Letcher's  house  at  Lexington 
by  Hunter,  six  weeks  before.  That 
was  held  to  be  justified — and,  at  all 
events,  was  solely  incited — ^by  find- 
ing in  a  Lexington  printing-oflioe 
the  type  and  proof  of  a  handbill  is- 
sued and  signed  by  Letcher,  calling 
on  the  people  of  that  region  to  ^  bush- 
whack' Hunter's  men — ^that  is,  fire 
at  them  from  every  covOTt,  while  not 
embodied  as  a  military  force  and 
seeming  to  be  peacefril  farmers  or 
artisans.  If  this  burning  violated 
the  laws  of  war,  it  had  already  been 
twice  avenged  by  burning  Gov.  Brad- 
ford's country  residence  near  Balti- 
more, and  ex-P.  M.  General  Blair's, 
near  Washington.  It  was  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  Lee's  orders  nor  his 
practice  in  either  of  his  invasions ; 
for,  though  he  burned  Thaddens  Ste- 
vens's iron-works  near  Gettysburg  (as 
toe  burned  manufactories  of  warlike 
material,  clothing,  <&c.,  throughout 
the  South),  he  sternly  forbad  wanton 
devastation ;  and  he  was  obeyed* 

Averill,  with  2,600  cavalry,  per- 
plexed by  the  enemy's  bewildering 
demonstrations,  had  fallen  back  from 
Hagerstown  to  Greencastle,  and  was 
but  9  miles  from  Chambersburg  while 
Johnson  and  McCausland,  with  but 
part  of  the  Bebel  cavalry  north  of 
the  Potomac,  sacked  and  burned  that 
town.  He  arrived  that  day,  but  they 
had  left;  moving  westward  to  Mc- 
Connellstown,  wlither  he  followed ; 
arriving  in  time  to  save  it  fi*om  a 
similar  fate.  He  promptly  charged ; 
but  there  was  not  much  of  a  fight ; 
the  enemy  hurrying  southward  to 
Hancock,  and  thence  across  the  Po- 
tomac. 


•  July  23. 


*  The  CoL  Mulligan  who  defended  Lexhigton,  Ha,  in  1861. 


*  Jul/  30. 
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The  panic  throngbout  Bontbem 
Pennsjlvania  had  ere  this  become 
intensified.  Gen.  Couch,  command- 
ing there,  was  assured  that  a  great 
Bebel  army  of  invasion  was  march- 
ing on  Pittsburg ;  and  that  city  re- 
newed the  defensive  efforts  of  the 
year  before.  The  guerrilla  John  S. 
Moseby,  with  50  men,  dashed  across 
the  Potomac  at  Cheat  ferry,  surpri- 
sing and  capturing  at  Adamstown 
nearly  his  own  number  of  horsemen, 
and  robbed  a  few  stores ;  and,  though 
he  ran  back  instantly,  his  trifling  raid 
was  magnified  into  a  vagua  and 
gloomy  significance. 

Neither  the  6th  nor  the  19th  corps 
had  proceeded  farther  than  George- 
town, D.  C,  when  Crook's  defeat  and 
its  consequences  impelled  them  in 
quite  another  direction  than  that  of 
Petersburg.  Moving**  by  Eockville 
and  Frederick,  they  had  reached 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  there  met  Crook, 
with  part  of  Hunter's  long  expected 
infantry,  on  the  day  Chambersburg 
was  burned ;  and  now,  with  an  im- 
mense train,  the  whole  force  was 
started  on  a  wild-goose-chase  after 
Early,  who  was  supposed  to  be  laying 
waste  southern  Pennsylvania. 

Gen.  Kelley,  commanding  at  Cumr 
berland,  had  undertaken  to  stop  John- 
son's raiders  as  they  passed  him  on 
their  retreat,  and  had  a  smart  skir- 
mish with  them  at  Falck's  miU,  in 
which  he  claimed  the  advantage;  but 
Col.  Stough,  with  500  men,  sent  to 
Oldtown  to  intercept  them,  had  there 
been  routed,  after  a  short  skirmish; 
himself  and  90  men  being  captured. 
The  enemy  retreated  up  the  south 


branch  of  the  Potomac,  pursued  by 
Averill,  who  struck"  them  near 
Moorefield,  routing  them,  with  a  loss 
of  but  6,0  on  our  side ;  Averill  cap- 
turing their  gims,  wagons,  and  500 
prisoners. 

Gen.  Grant  had  abeady  sent** 
Sheridan  to  Washington,  with  intent 
to  have  him  placed  in  charge  of  our 
distracted  operations  on  the  Potomac 
and  Shenandoah ;  and  he  now  came 
up"  himself,  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a 
better  understanding  of  what  was 
going  on.  In  his  conference  with 
Hunter,  that  officer  expressed  a  will- 
ingness  to  be  relieved,  if  that  were 
deemed  desirable ;  and  Grant  at  once 
telegraphed  to  Washington  to  have 
Sheridan  sent  up  to  Harper's  Ferry ; 
himself  awaiting  there  that  officer's 
arrival  An  order  soon  appeared" 
appointing  Maj.-Gen.  Philip  H.  Sher- 
idan commander  of  the  new  ^  Middle 
Department,'  composed  of  the  late 
Departmentsof  West  Virginia,  Wash- 
ington, and  Susquehanna ;  and  two 
divisions  of  cavalry  (Torbert's  and 
Wilson's)  were  soon  sent  him  by 
Grant;  raising  his  force  to  nearly 
30,000  men ;  while  Early's,  confiront- 
ing  him,  can  hardly  have  exceeded 
20,000." 

It  was  no  fault  of  Sheridan's  that  his 
accession  to  command  was  not  immedi- 
ately followed  by  a  vigorous  offensive. 
Doubtless,  his  motley  forces  needed 
to  be  better  compacted  and  fitted  to- 
gether ;  but,  under  skillful  and  capa- 
ble leadership,  they  would  attain  this 
most  rapidly  in  the  field.  Yet  there 
had  been  so  much  failure  and  disap- 
pointment in  this  quarter,  while  the 


■•  July  26.  *  Aug.  4.  "  Aug.  2. 

"Aug. 4.  "Aug.  7. 

•  There  waa,  in  1865,  a  spicy  newspaper  oon- 
troFerey  between  these  Generals  touching  their 
respectiye  strength  in  their  Yalley  campaign. 


Early  made  his  force  scarcely  half  so  numerous 
as  Sheridan's.  Sheridan  rejoined  that  the  priaanf^ 
en  taken  by  him  from  Early  exceeded  the  num- 
ber to  which  that  General  limited  his  entire 
oommand. 
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OonsequenoeB  of  a  defeat^  opezung  the 
Korth  to  a  firesh  invaaion,  and  perhaps 
compelling — ^what  Lee  moet  desired 
and  Grant  moat  dreaded — ^a  with- 
drawal of  our  army  from  the  James — 
were  so  grave,  that  Grant  hesitated 
to  authorize  a  determined  advance 
until  he  had  made  him  a  second 
visit,"  and  become  convinced  that  he 
had  a  lieutenant  on  the  Potomac  who 
thoroughly  comprehended  his  posi- 
tion, his  work,  bis  strength,  and  that 
of  his  antagonist,  and  needed  but 
liberty  of  action  and  a  trust  which  his 
achievements  would  abundantly  just- 
ify. "Isaw,"saysGrant,inhisreport, 
"  that  but  two  words  of  instruction 
were  necessary — *  Go  in  1'  *'  So  he 
gave  them,  and  Sheridan  went  in. 

Early  held  the  west  bimk  of 
Opequan  creek,  covering  Winchester, 
Sheridan  was  in  his  front  and  to  his 
right,  holding  Berry  ville.  In  a  skill- 
ful and  spirited  reconnoissance,  Gen. 
Wilson  had  struck"  the  flank  of 
Kershaw's  division,  capturing  with- 
out loss  CoL  Hennegan  and  171  of 
the  8th  S.  C.  The  principal  value 
of  such  a  stroke  inheres  in  its  e£Eect 
on  the  spirits  of  an  army ;  and  Sheri- 
dan, believing  his  in  the  mood  for 
battle,  drew  out,  at  2  a.  m.,"  his  entire 
force,  resolved  to  carry  the  enemy's 
position  by  assault. 

That  position  was  naturally  strong, 
and  had  been  thoroughly  fortified. 
To  assail  it,  our  army  had  to  advance 
through  a  narrow  ravine,  shut  in  by 
steep,  thickly  wooded  hills,  form  in 
an  irregular,  undulating  valley  in 
the  enemy's  front,  advance  through 
a  wood,  and  attack  desperately  his 
center,  while  flanking  and  crushing 
in  his  left.  His  right,  too  strongly 
posted  to  be  turned,  was  to  be  men- 


aced and  kept  starong  and  idle,  if 
possible;  he  striving  in  turn  to  thmst 
that  wing  through  our  left  and  seize 
the  mouth  of  the  ravine,  so  as  at 
once  to  sever  our  army  and  dq>riye 
its  right  of  any  line  of  retreat. 

It  was  10  A.  H.  when  the  €th  corps 
emerged  frx}m  the  ravine,  and  took 
ground  on  our  left;  Kicketts's  divi- 
sion pushing  forward,  through  thick 
woods  and  over  steep  hills,  where 
musketry  only  could  be  used,  right 
against  the  en^ny's  front ;  for  here 
ground  must  be  gained  and  held  to 
enable  the  8th  corps  to  debouch  be- 
hind our  front  from  the  pass,  torn 
the  enemy's  left,  and  diarge  1dm  in 
flank  and  rear.  When  our  impetn- 
ouB  advance  had  cleared  the  woods 
and  heights,  a  broad,  open  valley 
was  before  them,  widi  the  Rebel 
army  sheltered  by  the  woods  and 
rocks  beyond ;  whence  a  terrific  shell- 
ing already  told  upon  our  ranks. 
Yet  so  vehement  and  resolute  was 
the  chaise  of  Grover's  division  of  the 
19th  corps  that  Early's  first  line  was 
carried — Gen.  Bhodes  being  kiUed 
and  three  Bebel  colonels  sent  to  onr 
rear  as  prisoners. 

Early,  seeing  that  no  moment  was 
to  be  lost,  promptly  hurled  two  fresh 
divisions  upon  Grover  and  lUcketts, 
pushing  them  back'  in  disorder  and 
with  fearftil  loss ;  a  heavy  fire  open* 
ing  on  their  flank  as  they  suited  to- 
ward the  pass — ^many  regiments  ut- 
terly broken,  their  officers  fSdlen,  and 
the  battle  seemingly  lost  beyond 
hope.  The  156th  N.York  had  barrfy 
40  men  grouped  around  its  colors ; 
Capt.  R^y,  24th*  Iowa,  was  seen  re- 
treating firmly,  deliberately,  follow- 
ed by  a  sergeant  and  12  men  who, 
reaching  the  assigned  rallying-point, 
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halted,  faced  to  the  front,  and  gave 
three  hearty  cheers.  Five  minutes 
later,  that  platoon  had  been  swelled 
by  other  such  to  a  battalion ;  while 
Oapt.  Bradbury,  1st  Maine  battery, 
had,  by  Grover's  order,  posted  two 
gtms  in  a  gap  and  opened  on  the  ex- 
tdtant  Rebels ;  who,  charging  to  seize 
them,  received  a  volley  in  the  rear 
from  the  131st  N.  York,  which  Gen. 
Emory  had  rallied  and  posted  in  a 
projection  of  wood,  with  orders  not 
to  fire  till  the  enemy  should  have 
passed  them.  As  tiiey  staggered 
under  this  unexpected  salute,  a  vol- 
ley fit)m  the  newly  formed  line  in 
VOL.  n. — 39 


their  front  sent  them  pell-mell  back 
across  the  fields  to  their  original 
cover.  And  now  our  shattered  front, 
closing  in  from  right  and  left,  was 
reformed  and  advanced  over  most\>f 
the  ground  it  had  lost ;  the  1st  divis- 
ion of  the  19th  corps — still  glorying 
in  its  achievements  at  Port  Hudson 
and  Pleasant  Hill — ^instead  of  follow- 
ing the  8th  corps  in  the  flank  move- 
ment, as  had  been  intended,  was 
brought  back  and  used  to  piecd  out 
and  brace  up  the  center ;  where  des- 
perate fighting,  with  little  advantage 
to  either  side,  and  heavy  loss  at  least 
to  ours,  was  maintained  till  3  p.m. 

And  now  a  shout  from  the  far 
right,  shut  out  from  view  by  woods 
and  hills,  announced  that  the  turning 
movement  was  eflTected — ^that  our 
cavalry  under  Torbert,  and  Crook 
with  his  8th  corps  (the  ^Army  of 
West  Virginia'  that  was),  have  struck 
the  enemy's  left  in  fiank,  and  are 
charging  it  under  a  terrible  fire.  In- 
stantly, a  redoubled  fire  breaks  out 
along  our  central  front,  in  spite  of  the 
general  scarcity  of  cartridges;  and, 
these  being  soon  exhausted.  Col* 
Thomas,  8A  Vermont,  ordered  his 
men  to  charge  at  double  quick  with 
the  bayonet.  In  vain  general  officers 
shouted*  Halt  r  *  lie  down  P  *  Wait 
for  supports  I'  &c. ;  for,  while  some 
were  still  confrised  and  vacillating,  a 
staff  officer  from  the  right  gallopea 
in  front,  and  pointed  with  his  saber 
to  the  woods  which  sheltered  the 
enemy.  At  once,  all  dissent  was 
silenced,  all  hesitation  at  an  end; 
the  whole  center,  as  one  man,  swept 
forward,  cheering,  and  plunged  into 
the  woods,  meeting  there  Crook's 
corps,  charging  from  the  flank.  All 
the  Rebels  who  could  still  travel 
were  by  this  time  going  or  gone. 
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A  height  in  the  rear  of  Early's  po- 
sition, crowned  by  a  fort,  still  held 
out;  but  Crook's  column  quickly 
stormed  and  carried  both.  And  now 
our*  cavalry — ^which  had  been  fight- 
ing and  routing  the  enemy's — came 
up  on  our  right,  and  charged  superb- 
ly on  the  rear  of  the  flying  foe,  ta- 
king 'irOO  prisoners  and  2  guns  at  the 
first  onset ;  following  tiU  dark  close 
on  the  heels  of  the  fugitives,  and 
gathering  up  prisoners,  &c.,  as  they 
hurried  through  Winchester  in  utter 
rout  and  disintegration. 

Our  loss  in  this  battle  was  fully 
3,000,  including  Gen.  David  A,  Rus- 
sell, killed,  with  Gens.  Mcintosh, 
Chapman,  and  Upton  wounded.  The 
heroic  19th  corps — on  which  fell  the 
brunt  of  the  fight — alone  lost  1,940 
killed  and  wounded.  Among  the 
Eebels  killed  were  Gens.  Ehodes  and 
A.  0.  Godwin.  Pollard  admits  a 
loss  of  3,000  on  their  side ;  but,  as  we 
took  3,000  prisoners,  with  6  guns,  it 
was  probably  much  greater. 

Early  fell  back  to  Fisher's  TTttx, 
8  miles  south  of  "Winchester,  between 
the  North  and  Massanutten  moun- 
tains— ^regarded  as  the  very  strongest 
position  in  the  Valley.  Sheridan 
followed  sharply,  allowing  but  two 
days  to  intervene  between  his  first 
and  his  second  victory.  Advancing 
the  6th  corps  against  the  fix)nt  and 
the  19th  on  the  left  of  the  Eebel 
stronghold,  he  again  sent  the  8th  by 
a  long  circuit  around  on  the  right, 
striking  heavily  in  fiank  and  rear, 
while  a  vigorous  attack  in  fi^nt  broke 
the  enemy's  center.  The  victory  here 
was  even  more  decisive,  as  well  as  far 
more  cheaply  purdiased,  than  that 
won  at  the  Opequan.  Though  our 
attack  could  not  be  made  till  4  p.  m., 


there  was  still  time  enough  to  take 
1,100  prisoners,  16  guns,  &c.,  &c 
The  pursuit  hence  was  so  sharp  that 
Early  had  to  abandon  the  Yalley  and 
take  to  the  mountains,  where  cavaby 
could  with  difficxdty  operate.  Sheri- 
dan followed  with  infantry  and  artil- 
lery to  Port  Republic,"  where  he 
captured  and  destroyed  75  wagons; 
sending  his  cavalry,  under  Torbert, 
to  Staunton,  where  they  destroyed 
large  quantities  of  army  supplies,  and 
thence  to  "Waynesborough,  where  the 
Virginia  Central  railroad  was  broken 
up,  the  bridge  burned,  and  a  large 
Confederate  tannery  destroyed. 

Gen.  Grant,  in  his  letter  of  instruc- 
tions to  Gten.  Hunter,**  had  directed 
that— 

"  In  pnshing  tip  the  Shenandoah  rallej, 
where  it  is  expected  you  will  have  to  go  first 
or  last,  it  is  desirable  that  nothirig  shouldhe 
^ft  to  invite  the  enemy  to  return.  Take  all 
provisions,  forage,  and  stoek,  wanted  for  the 
use  of  your  command ;  such  as  can  not  be 
consumed,  destroy.  It  is  not  desirable  that 
the  buildings  should  be  destroyed— they 
should  rather  be  protected — but  the  people 
should  be  informed  that,  so  long  as  an  army 
can  subsist  among  them,  recurrences  of  these 
raids  must  be  expected ;  and  we  are  deter- 
mined to  stop  them  at  all  hazards.*^ 

This  order,  Sheridan,  in  returning 
down  the  Valley,  executed  to  the  le^ 
ter.  Whatever  of  grain  and  forage 
had  escaped  appropriation  or  destruc- 
tion by  one  or  another  of  the  ar- 
mies which  had  so  frequently  chased 
each  other  up  and  down  this  narrow 
but  fertile  and  productive  vale,  was 
now  given  to  the  torch.  Some  of  it 
was  the  property  of  men  who  not 
only  adhered  to  the  Union,  but  were 
fighting  to  uphold  it;  more  belonged 
to  Quakers,  Tunkers,  &c.,  who  ab- 
horred bloodshed,  and  had  taken  no 
part  in  the  strife,  imless  under  ab- 
solute  constraint.     The  excuse,  of 
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course,  was  the  certainty  that  what- 
ever was  left  would  be  Tised  to  feed 
the  Bebel  armies  and  to  facilitate 
raids  and  incnrsions  on  onr  posts  be- 
low. The  recent  foolish  as  well  as 
culpable  burning  of  Chambersburg — 
to  say  nothing  of  the  unauthorized 
but  openly  justified  arson  and  butch- 
ery at  Lawrence — ^furnished  ample 
precedents ;  but  it  is  not  obvious  that 
the  National  cause  was  advanced  or 
the  National  prestige  exalted  by  this 
resort  to  one  of  the  very  harshest  and 
most  questionable  erpedients  not  ab- 
solutely forbidden  by  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare. 

Sheridan  reports  this  devastation, 
in  a  dispatch  to  Grant,  as  follows : 

"Woodstock,  Ya.,  Oct.  7, 1864—9  p.  m. 
"Lt.-Gen.  U.  S.  Grant: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  com- 
mand at  this  point  to-night.  I  conmienoed 
moving  hack  from  Port  Republic,  Mount 
Crawford,  Bridgewater,  and  Harrisonburg, 
yesterday  morning. 

"The  grain  and  forage  in  advance  of 
these  points  had  previously  been  destroyed. 

"  In  moving  back  to  this  point,  the  whole 
country  from  the  Blue  ridge  to  the  North 
mountain  has  been  made  untenable  for  a 
Rebel  army.  I  have  destroyed  over  2,000 
bams  filled  with  wheat  and  hay  and  farm- 
ing implements,  over  70  mills  filled  with 
flour  and  wheat;  have  driven  in  front  of 
the  army  over  4,000  head  of  stock,  and 
have  killed  and  issued  to  the  troops  not  less 
than  8,000  sheep.  This  destruction  em- 
braces the  Luray  valley  and  Little  Fort  val- 
ley as  well  as  the  main  valley. 

"A  large  number  of  horses  have  been  ob- 
tained, a  proper  estimate  of  which  I  can  not 
now  make. 

"  Lt.  John  R  Meigs,  my  engineer  officer, 
was  murdered  beyond  Harrisonburg  near 
Dayton.  For  this  atrocious  act,  all  the  houses 
wiUiin  an  area  of  five  miles  were  burned. 

"  Since  I  came  into  the  Valley  from  Har- 
per's Ferry,  every  train,  every  small  party, 
and  every  straggler,  has  been  bushwhacked 
by  the  people ;  many  of  whom  have  protec- 
tion papers  from  commanders  who  have 
been  hitherto  in  that  valley. 

"  The  people  here  are  getting  sick  of  the 
war.  Heretofore,  they  have  had  no  reason 
to  complain,  because  they  have  been  living 
in  great  abundance. 


**I  have  not  been  followed  by  the  enemy 
to  this  point,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
force  of  Rebel  cavalry  that  showed  them- 
selves some  distance  behind  my  rear-guard 
to-day." 

The  Richmond  Whig  thereupon 
gravely  proposed  to  retaliate  by 
sending  incendiaries  to  fire  the  cities 
of  the  loyal  States,  saying: 

"There  is  one  effectual  way,  and  only 
one  we  know  o^  to  arrest  and  prevent  this 
and  every  other  sort  of  atrocity — and  that 
is,  to  bum  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  ene- 
my, say  Boston,  Philadelphia,  or  Cincinnati, 
and  let  its  fate  hang  over  the  others  as  a 
warning  of  what  may  be  done,  and  what 
viill  be  done  to  them  if  the  present  system 
of  war  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  is  contin- 
ued. If  we  are  asked  how  such  a  thing 
can  be  done,  we  answer,  nothing  would  be 
easier.  A  million  of  dollars  would  lay  the 
proudest  city  of  the  enemy  in  ashes.  The 
men  to  execute  the  work  are  already  there. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  there, 
here,  or  in  Canada,  suitable  persons  to  take 
charge  of  the  enterprise  and  arrange  its  de- 
tails. Twenty  men,  with  plans  all  precon- 
certed and  means  provided,  selecting  some 
dry,  windy  night,  might  fire  Boston  in  a 
himdred  places  and  wrap  it  in  flames  from 
center  to  suburb.  They  might  retaliate  on 
Richmond,  Charleston,  &c.  Let  them  do  so 
if  they  dare  I  It  is  a  game  at  which  we  can 
beat  them.  New  York  is  worth  twenty 
Richmonds.  They  have  a  dozen  towns  to 
our  one ;  and  in  their  towns  is  centered 
nearly  all  their  wealth.  It  would  not  be 
immoral  and  barbarous.  It  is  not  immoral 
nor  barbarous  to  defend  yourself  by  any 
means  or  with  any  weapon  the  enemy  may 
employ  for  your  destruction.  They  choose 
to  substitute  the  torch  for  the  sword.  We 
may  so  use  their  own  weapon  as  to  make 
them  repent,  literally  in  sackcloth  and  ashes, 
that  they  ever  adopted  it  If  the  Executive 
is  not  ready  for  this,  we  commend  the  mat- 
ter to  the  secret  deliberation  of  the  Con- 
gress about  to  meet." 

The  atrocity  here  recommended 
was  actually  attempted  in  Nev  York, 
a  few  weeks  afterward — several  of 
the  great  hotels  being  simultaneously 
fired  by  emissaries  who  had  taken 
lodgings  therein  for  that  purpose. 
Each  was  quickly  extinguished,  when 
little  damage  had  been  done. 

Sheridan's  rear,  as  he  moved  down 
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to  Strasbnrg,  being  infested"  by  Rebel 
bbrse  under  Rosser,  he  ordered  Tor- 
bert,  commanding  his  cavalry,  to  turn 
npon  and  chastise  the  presumption. 
The  Rebels  broke  and  fled  at  the 
first  charge,  and  were  chased  back 
26  miles ;  losing  11  guns,  47  wagons, 
and  330  prisoners.  Sheridan^s  retreat 
was  no  farther  molested ;  but,  having 
halted  near  Fisher's  hill.  Early  at- 
tempted *•  to  steal  upon  him  unaware, 
but  found  him  ready,  and,  after  a 
short  struggle,  the  Rebel  chief  drew 
ofi^  badly  worsted. 

Sheridan  now  left"  on  a  flying  visit 
to  "Washington,  supposing  his  adver- 
sary had  had  fighting  enough  for  the 
season.  He  miscalculated.  Early, 
aware  of  our  commander's  absence, 
stung  by  his  repeated  defeats,  and 
considerably  reenforced,  resolved  on 
retrieving  his  ragged  fortunes  by  a 
daring  enterprise — nothing  less  than 
the  surprise  and  rout  of  a  veteran 
army.  Having  strengthened  himself 
to  the  utmost,  and  thoroughly  organ- 
ized his  forces  in  his  forest-screened 
camp  near  Fisher's  hill,  he  silently 
moved  out  at  nightfall,"  resolved  to 
flank  our  position  across  Cedab  cbeek, 
6  miles  distant,  and  fall  on  our  sleep- 
ing camps  at  daybreak  next  morning. 

Our  forces  were  encamped  on  three 
crests  or  ridges :  the  Army  of  West 
Virginia  (Crook's)  in  fix>nt ;  the  19th 
corps  (Emory's)  half  a  mile  behind  it ; 
the  6th  corps  (Wright's)  to  the  right 
and  rear  of  the  19th.  Kitching's  pro- 
visional division  lay  behind  Crook's 
left ;  the  cavalry,  under  Torbert,  on 
the  right  of  the  6th.  It  is  a  fact, 
though  no  excuse,  that  they  had  no 
more  apprehension  of  an  attack  from 
Early  than  from  Canada. 

Early  had  arranged  his  army  in 


two  columns,  in  order  to  strike  ours 
at  once  on  both  flanks.  He  had  of 
course  to  leave  the  turnpike  and 
move  over  rugged  paths  along  the 
mountain-wde,  climbing  up  and  down 
steep  hills,  holding  on  by  bushes, 
where  horses  could  hardly  keep  their 
feet,  and  twice  fording  the  North  fork 
of  the  Shenandoah — ^the  second  time 
in  the  very  face  of  our  pickets.  For 
miles,  his  right  column  skirted  the 
left  of  Crook's  position,  where  an 
alarm  would  have  exposed  him  to 
utter  destruction.  So  imperative  was 
the  requirement  of  silence  that  his 
men  had  been  made  to  leave  their 
canteens  in  camp,  lest  they  should 
clatter  against  their  muskets.  The 
divisions  of  Gordon,  Ramseur,  and 
Pegram  thus  stole  by  our  left ;  those 
of  Kershaw  and  Wharton  simultane- 
ously flanking  our  right. 

At  2  A.  M.,  the  pickets  of  the  5th 
N.  T.  heavy  artillery  (Kitching's  di- 
vision) heard  a  rustling  of  under- 
brush and  a  sound  as  of  stealthy, 
multitudinous  trampling;  and  two 
posts  were  relieved  and  sent  into 
camp  with  the  report.  Qen.  Crook 
thereupon  ordered  that  a  good  look- 
out be  kept,  but  sent  out  no  reconnoi- 
tering  party ;  even  the  gaps  in  his 
front  line  caused  by  detailing  regi- 
ments for  picket  duty  were  not  filled ; 
and,  when  the  crash  came,  the  mus- 
kets of  many  of  our  men  were  not 
loaded.  There  was  some  suspicion 
and  uneasiness  in  Crook's  command, 
but  no  serious  preparation. 

An  hour  before  dawn,  the  Rebels 
had  all  reached,  without  obstruction 
or  mishap,  the  positions  severally  as- 
signed them,  and  stood  shivering  in 
the  chill  mist,  awaiting  the  order  to 
attack.    No  Bound  of  alarm,  no  hum 
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of  preparation,  disquieted  them.  At 
length,  as  the  gray  light  of  dawn 
disclosed  the  eastern  hill-tops,  a  tre- 
mendous volley  of  musketry,  on  either 
flank  and  away  to  the  rear,  startled 
the  sleepers  into  bewildered  con- 
sciousness; and  the  next  moment, 
with  their  well  known  battle-yell, 
the  charging  lines  came  on. 

'*  Tell  the  brigade  conmianders  to 
move  their  men  into  the  trenches,^' 
said  Gen.  Orover,  calmly ;  and  the 
order  was  given ;  but  it  was  already 
too  late.  The  Bebels,  disdaining  to 
notice  the  pIcket-fire,wore  themselves 
in  the  trenches  on  both  flanks  before 
our  astonished  soldiers  could  occupy 
them  in  effective  force.  On  our  side, 
all  was  amazement  and  concision; 
on  theirs,  thorough  wakefulness  and 
perfect  comprehension.  In  fifteen 
minutes,  the  Army  of  West  Viiginia 
was  a  flying  mob ;  one  battalion  of 
its  picket-line  had  lost  100  killed  and 
wounded,  and  seven  hundred  prison- 
ers. The  enemy,  knowing  every  foot 
of  the  ground  as  familiarly  as  their 
own  door-yards,  never  stopped  to  re- 
connoiter  or  consider,  but  rushed  on 
with  incredible  celerity. 

Emory  tried,  of  course,  to  stop 
them,  but  with  no  chance  of  success. 
Assailed  in  overwhelming  force  in 
front,  on  both  flanks,  and  well  to  the 
rear,  he  pushed  forward  McMillen's 
brigade  to  breast  the  Eebel  torrent, 
and  give  time  for  the  6th  corps  to 
come  up.  One-third  of  it  was  kill  ed 
and  wounded  in  the  effort ;  but  to  no 
purpose,  though  two  other  brigades 
were  sent  up  to  its  support.  But 
Early's  three  divisions  on  our  left, 
led  by  Gordon,  continued  their  flank- 
ing advance,  turning  us  out  of  every 
position  whereon  a  stand  had  been 
made;  while  Kershaw  led  the  col- 


umn pres^ng  flercely  on  our  right 
and  front.  The  resistance  of  the 
19th  corps  was  brief  and  bloody; 
and,  when  it  had  melted  away,  the 
6th,  assailed  in  turn,  gave  ground — 
slowly,  in  good  order,  but  as  if  con- 
sciously unable  to  resist  the  deter- 
mined charge  of  the  flushed  and  eager 
foe.  And  when  at  length  it  had 
gained  a  position  where  it  seemed 
able  and  willing  to  stand,  Wright 
saw  that  it  had  been  crowded  clear 
off  the  turnpike,  while  our  forces  had 
no  other  line  of  concentration  or  re- 
treat ;  so  that  to  hold  here  was  to 
enable  Gordon  to  interpose  between 
it  and  the  rest  of  our  army :  hence  he 
ordered  a  general  retreat;  which  was 
made  in  good  order :  our  columns  in- 
clining toward  the  turnpike  so  as  to 
recover  their  communications.  The 
enemy,  intent  on  plundering  our  cap- 
tured camps,  and  doubtless  hungry, 
thirsty,  and  exhausted  with  sixteen 
hours' arduous  marching  and  fight- 
ing, had  halted,  or  were  advancing 
slowly  and  cautiously,  their  muskets 
silent,  with  but  occasional  shots  at 
long  range  from  their  artillery.  We 
had  lost,  beside  our  killed  and  wound- 
ed, the  battle,  our  camps,  defenses, 
equipage,  24  guns,  and  1,200  pris- 
oners. 

Sheridan  had  slept  xmapprehen- 
sively  at  Winchester,  on  his  return 
from  Washington,  while  the  enemy 
were  executing  his  bold  movement ; 
but  the  morning  breeze  waft;ed  omi- 
nous sounds  to  his  ears ;  and*  he  was 
soon  riding  rapidly  southward,  and 
not  long  in  meeting  the  kind  of  drift 
that  may  be  seen  in  the  rear  of  every 
fighting  army,  more  especially  if  that 
army  is  being  worsted.  Putting 
spurs  to  his  horse,  he  reached  the 
front  at  10  A.  M. ;  just  as  Wright  had 
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halted  and  the  enemy  had  ceased  to 
press  him. 

The  current  notion  that  our  army 
instantly  faced  to  the  front,  charged, 
and  routed  the  exultant  foe,  does 
justice  neither  to  Sheridan  nor  to 
facts.  The  defeated  are  not  thus 
easily  converted  into  conquerors. 
Sheridan  met  his  crest-fallen,  shat- 
tered battalions  without  a  word  of 
reproach,  but  joyously,  inspiringly, 
swinging  his  cap  and  shouting  to  the 
stragglers  as  he  rode  rapidly  past 
them — "Face  the  other  way,  boys! 
We  are  going  back  to  our  camps! 
We  are  going  to  lick  them  out  of 
their  boots !''  Most  of  them  obeyed, 
as  the  weaker  wiU  submits  to  the 
stronger.  Then,  having  ordered  each 
command  to  face  to  the  front,  form 
line,  and  advance,  he  rode  for  two 
hours  along  that  line,  gathering  in- 
formation, and  studying  the  ground, 
while  he  rapidly  and  cheeringly 
talked  to  his  soldiers.  "  Boys,  if  I 
had  been  here,  this  would  not  have 
happened!"  he  assured  them,  and 
they  believed  it.  And  so  their  spirits 
gradually  rose,  and  they  became  con- 
vinced that  their  defeat  was  an  awk- 
ward accident — unpleasant,  of  course, 
but  such  ad  might  happen  to  any 
army  so  self-confident  as  to  be  easily 
caught  napping.  Finally,  they  be- 
gan to  doubt  that  they  had  actually 
been  beaten  at  all. 

Emory's  19th  corps  was  strongly 
posted  in  a  dense  wood  on  the  left, 
and  had  thrown  up  a  rude  breast- 
work of  rocks  and  rails  along  its  front. 
Here  he  was  attacked  at  1  p.  m.,  but 
not  in  great  f6rce  nor  desperately; 
and,  after  a  spirited  fusillade,  he  sent 
word  that  the  enemy  had  been  re- 
pulsed. Sheridan  accepted  and  re- 
ported the  tidings  as  very  natural  and 


indicative  of  more  such  to  come.  And 
now,  at  3  p.  M.,  all  being  ready,  the 
order  was  given,  "The  entire  line 
will  advance.  The  19th  corps  will 
move  in  connection  with  the  6th. 
The  right  of  the  19th  will  swing  to- 
ward the  left,  so  as  to  drive  the  ene- 
my upon  the  pike."  Steadily,  not 
eagerly,  our  infantry  rose  to  their 
feet,  and  went  forwjud  through  the 
woods  to  the  open  ground  beyond. 
The  scream  of  shells,  the  ratlle  of 
musketry,  the  charging  shout,  rolled 
at  once  from  right  to  left ;  and  soon 
the  Rebels'  front  line  was  carried 
and  their  left  decidedly  turned.  Gor- 
don's division,  which  led  the  charge  on 
our  left  that  morning,  had  now  been 
flanked  and  driven,  if  not  broken. 

There  was  a  pause  in  the  advance, 
but  not  in  the  fight  TheBebel  guns 
(they  had  a  good  part  of  ours)  opened 
on  our  new  position,  and  were  re- 
plied to  mainly  by  musketry.  Again 
Sheridan  moved  along  our  front,  cor- 
recting its  formation,  giving  particu- 
lar orders  to  subordinates,  and  words 
of  cheer  and  confidence  to  alL  Emo- 
ry's Ist  division  was  formed  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  Rebels'  front, 
so  as  to  face  the  turnpike  and  crowd 
them,  when  it  charged,  toward  the 
way  they  should  go.  And  now  came 
the  second  charge,  more  determined, 
more  confident,  more  comprehensive 
than  the  first ;  our  cavalry  advancing 
on  both  wings  and,  as  the  Rebel  fi*ont 
gave  way,  charging  fiercely  upon  their 
disordered  ranks,  and  running  them 
through  Strasburg.  Our  weary,  fiun- 
ished  infantry — ^whose  rations  and 
cooks  had  long  since  paid  tribute  to 
the  enemy,  or  found  shdter  in  Win- 
chester— sank  down  in  their  recovered 
quarters  to  shiver  through  the  night 
as  they  could. 
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Our  loss  in  this  double  battle  was 
nearly  3,000,  including  Gen.  D.  D. 
Bidwell,  of  N.  Y.,  and  CoL  Jo.  Tho- 
burn,  killed,  with  Gens.  Wright 
(slightly),  Grover,  Eicketts,  and  act- 
ing Brigadiers  J.  H.  Kitching  and  E. 
G.  McKinzie,  wounded.  Many  of  our 
men  taken  prisoners  in  the  morning 
were  rescued  toward  evening.  The 
Eebel  loss  was  heavier,  including 
Gen.  Eamseur  (mortally  wounded, 
and  died  a  prisoner  next  day),  1,500 
prisoners,  23  guns  (not  counting  the 
2i  lost  by  us  in  the  morning  and  re- 
covered, at  night),  at  least  1,500  small 


arms,  besides  most  of  their  caissons, 
wagons,  &c.  In  fact,  Early's  army 
was  virtually  destroyed ;  so  tfiat,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  cavalry 
skirmishes,  there  was  no  more  %ht- 
ing  "  in  the  Valley,  because  there  was 
very  little  left  for  Sheridan  to  fight. 
And  this  victory,  snatched  from  the 
jaws  of  defeat,  i^ords  one  of  the  very 
few  instances  in  which  an  anny, 
thoroughly  beaten  in  the  morning,  is 
even  more  thoroughly  victorious  in 
the  evening,  thon^  it  has  meantime 
been  reenforoed  by  but  a  single 
man. 


XXVII. 

BETWEEN   VIEGINIA    AND    THE    MISSISSIPPI. 

FROM  VIOKSBURG  TO  ABINGDON. 


DtJBma  the  Autumn,  "Winter,  and 
Spring  of  1863-4,  and  the  ensuing 
Summer,  a  great  number  of  desulto- 
ry, indecisive  expeditions  were  im- 
pelled by  one  side  or  the  other,  which, 
though  they  exerted  no  considerable 
influence  over  the  issue  of  the  strug- 
gle, will  be  rapidly  summed  up,  pre- 
liminary to  the  narration  of  Gen. 
Sherman's  memorable  Atlanta  cam- 
paign. 


Several  detachments  of  cavalry  or 
mounted  infantry,  about  1,600  strong, 
sent  out  by  Gen.  Hurlbut,  command- 
ing in  "West  Tennessee,  under  Lt.-Ool. 
J.  J.  Phillips,  9th  Illinois  (infantry), 
Lt..CoL  W.  R  M.  Wallace,  4th  HL 
cavalry,  and  Maj.  D.  K  Coon,  2d 
Iowa  cavalry,  raided  through  north- 


em  Mississippi  to  Grenada;  where 
they  captured  and  destroyed'  over 
50  locomotives  and  about  500  cars  of 
all  kinds.  At  9i  p.  m,.  Col.  Winslow 
arrived  firom  Gen.  Sherman's  army 
near  Vicksburg,  with  orders  not  to 
destroy  but  save  the  rolling  stock; 
and,  he  being  the  ranking  officer, 
some  effort  was  made  to  obey  those 
orders ;  but  fire  had  abeady  done  its 
work  pretty  effectually.  Each  party 
returned  the  way  it  came.  They  en- 
countered little  resistance,  and  their 
losses  were  inconsiderable. 

Gen.  McHierson,  with  Tuttle's 
and  Logan's  divisions  of  infantry  and 
Winslow's  cavalry,  8,000  in  all,  was 
pushed  out  from  Vicksburg"  nearly 
to  Canton,  skirmishing  with  and  push- 


••  Early  came  down  the  Vallej  in  November, 
croBsing  Cedar  creek;  but  be  was  not  in  force  to 
fight  a  battle,  and,  being  pressed,  retreated;  his 
cavalr7(nnder  Lomaz)  being  defeated  and  chased 


bj  QeiL  Powell  up  the  Luray  valley,  wi^  a  loss 
of  2  guns  and  160  prisoners.  On  our  side,  CoL 
Hull,  2d,  and  Oapt  Prendergast,  1st  N.  Y.  cav- 
ahy,  were  lolled.      >  Aug.  16)  1863.      *  Oct  14 
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ing  back  Wirt  Adams's  cavalry  and 
Cosby's,  Logan's,  and  Whitman's  bri- 
gades of  infantry,  nntil,  finally,  Mc- 
Pherson  found  himself  confronted  by 
a  superior  force,  comprising  Loring's 
division  and  other  forces  hurried 
down  from  Grenada  and  up  from 
points  so  distant  as  Mobile;  when 
he  retreated  without  a  battle,  via 
Clinton,  to  Vicksburg.* 

Under  cover  of  demonstrations  at 
CoUiersville  and  other  points  by 
Chalmers,  Lee,  and  Bichardson, 
against  our  lines  covering  the  Mem- 
phis and  Charleston  raiboad,  For- 
rest, with  4,000  mounted  men,  slipped 
through*  them  near  Salisbury,  and 
advanced  to  Jackson,  West  Tennes- 
see ;  which  had  ceased  to  be  held  in 
force  on  our  side  since  the  depart- 
ment headquarters  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  Memphis.  Drawing  re- 
cruits from  the  sympathizers  and 
supplies  from  the  plantations  and 
farms  of  all  that  region,  he  was  soon 
emboldened  to  impel  raiding  parties 
in  every  direction ;  while  Brig.-Gen. 
A.  L.  Smith — directed  against  him 
from  Columbus,  Ky.,  by  Hurlbut, 
with  6,000  men,  of  whom  2,000  were 
mounted — was  brought  to  a  ftiU  stop 
by  the  execrable  badness  of  the  roads, 
and  finally  retraced  his  steps  to  Co- 
lumbus. Hence,  a  cooperating  force 
dispatched  from  Corinth  on  the  south, 
consisting  of  Gen.  Mower's  brigade 
of  infantry  and  Col.  Mizener's  caval- 
ry, found  nothing  to  cooperate  with ; 
while  the  7th  Illinois  cavalry.  Col. 
Prince,  which  had  moved  out  from 
Memphis  to  Bolivar,  was  compelled 
to  fall  back*  to  Somerville;  near 
which,  it  was  surrounded  next  day  by 
Eichardson's  mounted  force — 1,000 


against  500 — and  routed  with  con- 
siderable loss. 

,  Forrest  had  by  this  time  taken  the 
alarm,  as  well  he  might — the  forces 
at  Hurlbut's  command  being  three 
times  his  own — and  had  started  south- 
ward to  make  his  escape.  Much  of 
the  country  in  this  quarter  being  flat 
and  swampy,  and  the  rivers  being 
bank-frill,  while  Forrest  was  notori- 
ously short  of  pontoons,  he  was 
obliged,  after  passing  the  Hatchie, 
to  bear  westward  nearly  to  Memphis 
to  find  roads  which  even  horsemen 
could  traverse.  Hurlbut  was  aware 
of  this,  and  had  ordered  the  burning 
of  every  bridge  over  Wolf  river.  His 
orders  were  obeyed  everywhere  but 
at  the  bridge  near  Lafayette ;  and  it 
was  for  that  bridge  that  Forrest,  ac- 
cordingly, struck ;  crossing  over  his 
army  and  his  plunder,  including  a 
large  drove  of  cattle,  and  pushing 
rapidly  southward.  This  movement 
was  covered  by  a  fresh  feint  by  Rich- 
ardson on  CoUiersville ;  so  that  Gen. 
Grierson,  who  was  watching  for  For- 
rest at  Lagrange,  was  misled ;  and, 
when  the  pursuit  was  actually  com- 
menced, tie  scent  was  too  cold. 
Grierson  followed  to  Holly  Springs, 
and  then  desisted;  Forrest  getting 
safely  away  with  more  men  and  bet- 
ter horses  than  he  led  into  Tennessee. 


Gen.  Sherman,  with  four  divisions 
of  Hurlbut's  and  McPherson's  corps, 
and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  under  Wins- 
low,  moved*  eastward  from  Vicks- 
burg  through  Jackson,  crossing  Pearl 
river  on  pontoons,  and  advancing 
through  Brandon,  Morton,  Hillsbo- 
ro',  and  Decatur,  across  the  Octib- 
beha  and  Tallahaha,  to  Meridian  ^ — 
a  railroad  junction  on  the  eastern 


» Oct.  21. 


*  Early  in  Deoomber. 


»  Deo.  24.  ■  Feb.  3,  1864.         '  Feb.  14-16. 
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border  of  the  State — destroying  a 
vast  amount  of  railroad  property, 
bridges,  trestles,  track,  locomotives, 
cars,  &c.,  &c.  Lt.-Gen.  Polk,  with 
Frenches  and  Loring's  divisions  and 
Lee's  cavalry,  fell  back  before  our 
army ;  skirmishing  occasionally,  but 
making  no  serious  resistance;  re- 
treating at  last  behind  the  Tombig- 

DOO* 

Yet  the  expedition,  thoujgh  scarcely 
resisted,  and  doing  vast  damage  to 
the  Kebels,  was  essentially  a  failure, 
because  too  weak  in  cavalry.  This 
deficiency  was  to  have  been  supplied 
by  a  strong  division  sent  by  Hurlbut, 
under  Gen.  Wm.  Sovy  Smith ;  but 
that  officer,  who  was  to  have  been 
here  on  the  10th,  did  not  leave  Mem- 
phis till  the  11th,  and  failed  to  reach 
even  West  Point,  nearly  100  miles 
north  of  Meridian ;  whence  he  turned 
back,*  and  made  all  speed  to  Mem- 
phis. Sherman  was  therefore  obliged 
to  retrace  his  steps ;  leaving  Meridian 
on  the  20th,  and  sending  Winslow's 
cavalry  so  far  north  as  Louisville  to 
feel  for  Smith,  but  without  success : 
60  our  army  slowly  returned  unmo- 
lested to  Canton.*  Its  total  loss  dur- 
ing the  expedition  was  but  171; 
while  it  brought  away  400  prisoners, 
1,000  White  refugees,  with  5,000  ne- 
groes, and  returned  in  better  condi- 
tion for  seiVice  than  when  it  started. 

Gen.  W.  S.  Smith,  with  about  7,000 
men,  including  a  brigade  of  infantry, 
had  advanced  by  New  Albany  and 
Okolona  nearly  to  West  Point ;  when 
lie  found  himself  confronted  by  For- 
rest, Lee,  and  Chalmers,  with  more 
Rebels  than  he  felt  able  to  master ; 
and,  turning  a  very  short  comer,  he 
made  his  way  back  to  Memphis  in 
the  best  time  on  record — his  van 


reaching  that  city  at  11  p.  m.  on  the 
25th.  Attacked  at  Okolona,"  he  had 
lost  5  guns  in  making  good  his  escape ; 
but  it  was  claimed  on  his  return  that 
he  had  devoured  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed a  large  amount  of  Rebel 
property,  mainly  com,  and  had  lost 
but  200  men.  Still,  it  is  not  re- 
corded that  he  was  ever  again  put 
in  conunand  of  an  important  expedi- 
tion. 

Simultaneously  with  his  advance 
from  Vicksburg,  Sherman  sent  some 
gunboats  and  a  detachment  up  the 
Yazoo  agamst  Yazoo  City;  which  did 
not  succeed  in  again  capturing  that 
city,  but  claimed  to  have  done  con- 
siderable damage,  with  a  loss  of  but 
50  men. 

Yazoo  City  was  taken  and  occu- 
pied soon  afterward  by  a  Union  force 
consisting  of  the  11th  Illinois,  Col. 
Schofield,  8th  Louisiana  (Black),  Col. 
Coates,  and  200  of  the  1st  Mississippi 
cavalry  (Black).  Col.  Osband,  who 
had  dropped  down  the  river  from 
above,  was  here  attacked  "  by  a  far 
superior  Rebel  force  under  Ross  and 
Richardson,  and  a  desperate  street- 
fight  ensued,  in  which  our  loss  was 
130 ;  that  of  the  enemy  reported  by 
them  at  50,  and  by  our  side  at  300. 
They  carried  a  good  part  of  the  town, 
but  could  not  take  the  fort,  and  were 
finally  repelled  by  reenforcements 
from  below.  The  place  was  evacu- 
ated, by  order  from  Yicksburg,  soon 
afterward. 

Gen.  Jo.  Johnston,  conmianding 
in  northern  Georgia,  having  dis- 
patched two  divisions  of  Hardee's 
corps,  under  Stewart  and  Anderson, 
to  the  aid  of  Polk  in  Mississippi, 
Gen.  Grant,  still  commanding  at 
Chattanooga,  sent  forward  "  the  14th 


■  Feb.  21. 


•  Feb.  26. 


«» Feb.  22. 


'  March  5. 


"Feb.  22. 
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corps,  under  Geru  Palmer,  to  coun- 
teract this  diversion.  The  divisions 
of  Jeff.  C.  Davis,  Johnson,  and 
Baird,  moved  on  the  direct  road  to 
Dalton;  Stanley's  division,  under 
Gen.  Crufts,  moving  from  Cleveland 
on  our  left,  and  forming  a  junction 
-with  Palmer  just  below  ^^nggold. 
The  advance  was  resisted,  but  not 
seriously,  at  Tunnel  Hill  and  at 
Rocky-Face  ridge;  whence  Palmer 
pressed  forward,  against  continually 
increasing  resistance,  to  within  two 
miles  of  Dalton ;  where,  hearing  that 
the  two  Eebel  divisions  which  were 
sent  south  had  been  brought  back, 
and  that  all  Johnston's  (late  Bragg's) 
army  was  on  his  hands,  he  fell  back 
to  Tunnel  Hill,  and  ultimately  to 
Einggold;"  having  lost  850  Idlled 
and  wounded.  The  Bebel  killed  and 
wounded  were  but  200. 


Various  inconsiderable  collisions 
and  raids  on  frontier  posts  occurred 
in  southern  Tennessee  during  the 
Winter  and  Spring ;  in  one  of  which, 
a  steamboat  on  the  T^messee  was 
captured  and  burnt  by  the  enemy ; 
but  nothing  of  moment  occTurod 
unta  Forrest,  at  the  head  of  5,000 
cavalry,  advanced**  rapidly  from 
northern  Mississippi  through  West 
Tennessee,  after  a  brief  halt  at  Jack- 
son, to  Union  City,  a  fortified  rail- 
road junction  near  the  Kentucky 
line,  held  by  the  11th  Tenn.  cavalry. 
Col.  Hawkins,  who  tamely  surrender- 
ed," after  repelling  an  assault  with- 
out loss.  The  spoils  were  460  pri- 
soners, 200  horses,  and  500  small 
arms.  Gen.  Brayman,  with  a  reliev- 
ing force  from  Cairo,  was  but  6  miles 
distant  when  Hawkins  gave  up. 


Forrest  now  occupied  Hickman 
without  resistance,  and  next  day  ap- 
peared before  Paducah  at  the  head 
of  a  division  of  his  force  which  had 
moved  thither  directly  from  Jackson. 
He  foxmd  here  the  40th  Illinois,  CoL 
Hicks,  655  strong;  who  pnnnptly 
withdrew  into  Fort  Anderson,  where 
he  could  be  aided  by  the  gunboats 
Piosta  and  Paw-Paw,  Capt.  Shirk, 
and  whence  he  answered  Forrest's 
summons  with  quiet  firmness.  Two 
assaults  were  made  and  repelled: 
the  enemy  at  length  occupying  the 
town  and  firing  from  behind  the 
houses  at  the  garrison,  but  to  no  pur- 
pose. At  11  p.  M.,  after  burning  a 
steamboat  on  the  marine  ways  and 
some  houses,  Forrest  drew  off;  our 
loss  in  the  siege  having  been  14 
killed  and  46  wounded.  Forrest  re- 
ports his  loss  here  and  at  Union  CSty, 
"as  far  as  known,"  at  25;"  but 
names  OoL  A.  P.  Thompson  and  Lt- 
Col.  TAuhum,  killed,  and  CoL  Cross- 
lin and  Lt.-CoL  Morton,  "slightiy 
wounded."  His  loss  was  doubtless 
far  heavier  than  he  admitted. 

Buford,  with  a  part  of  Pillow's 
men,  next  summoned"  Columbus, 
held  by  CoL  Lawrence,  34th  New 
Jersey;  who  refused  to  surrender, 
and  could  not  be  taken.  Moving 
thence  to  Paducah,  Buford  summon- 
ed that  post;  but,  a  surrender  being 
declined,  he  retired  without  assaulting. 

Forrest,  with  the  larger  portion  of 
his  command,  had  meantime  fallen 
back  into  Tennessee,  where  he  sud- 
denly appeared**  before  Foet  Pel- 
low,  some  40  miles  above  Memphis, 
held  byMjg.  L.  F.  Booth,  with  a 
garrison  of  657  men,  262  of  whom 
were  Blacks  (6th  TJ.  S.   heavy  ar- 


»"  March  10. 

"March  24. 


^  March  16.  **  He  afterward  makes  it  lOJdUed,  40  woonded 

"April  13.  ••April  12. 
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10107);  ihe  other  battalion  was 
White,  under  Maj.  Bradford,  18tii 
Tennessee  cavahrj.  Maj.  Booth  had 
six  guns. 

The  attack  was  made  before  snn- 
rise,  and  the  fighting  was  sharp  nndl 
9  A.  M.,  when  Maj.  Booth  was  killed. 
Hitherto,  onr  men  had  de&nded  an 
outer  line  of  intrenchments;  but 
Major  Bradford  now  drew  the  garri- 
son back  into  the  fort,  sitnated  on 
the  high,  steep,  bnt  partially  timber- 
ed blnff  of  tibe  Mississippi,  with  a 
ravine  on  either  hand,  also  partially 
wooded.  The  gunboat  New  Era, 
Gapt.  Marshall,  cdoperated  in  the 
defense ;  but  to  little  purpose,  be- 
cause of  the  height  of  the  bank,  and 
because  the  Bebels,  if  shelled  xtp  one 
rayine,  shifted  their  operations  to  the 
other. 

The  fightrog  went  on  till  consider- 
ablj  after  noon,  without  material  ad- 
vantage to  the  enemy ;  when  the  fire 
on  bodi  sides  slackened  to  allow  the 
guns  to  cool,  while  the  New  Era, 
nearly  out  of  cartridges,  moved  back 
into  the  channel  to  dean  her  guns. 
Forrest  improved  the  opportunity  to 
send  a  summons,  and  soon  after  a 
second,  demanding  a  surrender  wi&- 
in  20  minutes ;  which  Bradford  de- 
clined. 

WhOe  these  negotiations  were  in 
progress,  the  Bebels  were  stealing 
down  both  ravines  and  gaining  ehel- 
tered  positions  whence  they  could 
rush  upon  the  fort  whenever  the  sig- 
nal should  be  given* 

Bradford's  answer  having  been  re- 
ceived, their  rush  was  instantaneous, 
and  in  a  moment  the  fort  was  in  their 
hands;  while  the  garrison,  throwing 
down  their  arms,  fled  down  the  steep 


>  See  pegea  106,  623-4. 

"Forrest's  official  report  speaks  of  his  mat' 


bank,  trying  to  hide  bdiind  trees  or 
logs,  or  skulk  in  bushes,  or  find  com- 
parative safety  in  the  river ;  while 
the  Bebels  followed,  butchering  Black 
and  White,  soldiers  and  non-combat- 
ants, men,  women,  and  children,  with 
no  more  discrimination  than  human- 
ily.  Disabled  men  were  made  to 
stand  up  and  be  shot ;  others  were 
burned  witii  the  tents  wherein  they 
had  been  nailed  to  the  floor.  This 
carnival  of  murder  continued  till 
dark,  and  was  even  renewed  the  next 
morning.  Major  Bradford  was  not 
murderod  tin  they  had  taken  him  asa 
prisoner  several  miles  on  their  retreat 
to  MiflsiflRippL 

It  was  in.vain  tiiat  Forrest  and  his 
superior,  Lt.-Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  under- 
took to  palliate  Ihis  infernal  atrocity, 
in  defianceoftheir  own  record.  Apart 
ttom  the  general  threats  (hitherto 
cited)  of  the  Bebel  authorities  **  that 
tiiey  would  reftise  to  treat  Black  sol- 
diers or  tiieir  White  officers  as  prison- 
ers of  war,  Forrest,  not  three  weeks 
before,  had  seen  fit  to  summon  Pa- 
duoah  in  these  terms : 

"H'DQir^Bs  FoBBBST^B  Oavalbt  Cobps,  ) 
Paditoah,  March  25, 1864.    f 
*'  T0  Col.  Steki^  camma/hMng  Federal  fotct$ 
at  Fadueah  : 
"  Having  a  force  amply  sufficient  to  carry 
yonr  works  and  reduce  the  place,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  nnneceasary  effosion  of  blood, 
I  demand  the  surrender  of  the  fort  and 
troops,  with  all  the  public  stores.    If  you 
surrender,  you  shall  be  treated  as  prisoners 
of  war ;  but,  if  I  haw  U  storm  yowrtBorhi^ 
you  may  expect  no  quarter. 

'*  N.  B.  FoBBBSx,  l£<d.-Gen.  Oom'ding." 

Both  Booth  and  Bradford  having 
be^i  killed,  the  precise  terms  in 
which  he  summoned  FortPIQowdo 
not  appear  ;••  but  Buford's  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  Oolumbus,  the 
next  day  after  the   massacre,  was 


inonses  Na  1  and  Na  2,  as  **hereto  impended ;" 
but  the  report^  as  printec^  does  not  give  them. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


680 


THE   AMERICAN    COKPLICT.' 


conched    in   this   nnequivocal    lan- 
guage: 

"  To  the  Commander  of  the  United  Statee 
foreesy  CohwiluSy  Ky. : 
**  Fully  capable  of  taking  Colnmbiis  and 
its  garrison  hj  force,  I  desire  to  avoid  shed- 
ding blood.    I  therefore  demand  the  nncon- 
ditional  surrender  of  the  forces  under  your 
command.    Should  yon  surrender,  the  ne- 
groes now  in  arms  will  be  returned  to  their 
masters.    Should  I  be  compelled  to  take  the 
place  by  force,  no  quarter  foiU  he  ehoton 
negro  troops  whatever  ;  White  troops  will  be 
treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
"I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

**  A.  BuFOBD,  Brig.-Gen." 

It  is  in  vain,  in  the  face  of  tlieee 

docnments,  that  Forrest — giving  his 

loss  at  20  killed  and  60  wounded, 

and  claiming  to  have  buried  228  of 

our  men  on  the  evening  of  the  assault, 

beside  "  quite  a  number^  next  day — 

pretends  that  all  these  were  killed  in 

fair  fight,  or  "  by  a  destructive  fire 

into  the  rear  of  the  retreating  and 

panic-stricken  garrison ;"  and  that  his 

superior,  Lee,  thus  pettifogs  the  case 

of  the  subordinate  assassin : 

"The  garrison  was  summoned  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  its  commanding  officer 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  refusing  to 
surrender,  after  haying  been  informed  by 
Gen.  Forrest  of  his  ability  to  take  the  fort, 
and  of  his  fears  as  to  what  the  result  would 
be  in  case  the  demand  was  not  complied 
with.  The  assault  was  made  under  a  heavy 
fire,  and  with  considerable  loss  to  the  at- 
tacking party.  Your  colors  were  never 
lowered,  and  your  garrison  never  surren- 
dered, but  retreated  under  cover  of  a  gun- 
boat, with  arms  in  their  hands  and  con- 
stantly using  them.  This  was  true  particu- 
larly of  your  colored  troops,  who  had  been 
firmly  convinced  by  your  teachings  of  the 
certainty  of  slaughter  in  case  of  capture. 
Even  under  these  circumstances,  many  of 
your  men— White  and  Black— were  taken 
prisoners.  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  his- 
tory for  numerous  cases  of  indiscriminate 
slaughter  after  successful  assault,  even  un- 
der less  aggravated  circumstances.  It  is 
generally  conceded,  by  all  military  prece- 
dent, that  where  the  issue  had  been  feirly 
presented  and  the  ability  displayed,  fearful 
results  are  expected  to  follow  a  refusal  to 


surrender.  The  case  under  consideration  b 
almost  an  extreme  one.  You  had  a  serrile 
race  armed  against  their  masters,  and  in  a 
country  which  had  been  desolated  by  almost 
unprecedented  outrages. 

'*  I  assert  that  our  officers,  with  all  the 
circumstances  against  them,  endeavored  to 
prevent  the  effhsion  of  blood ;  and,  as  an 
evidence  of  this,  I  refer  yon  to  the  fact  that 
both  White  and  CJolored  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  are  now  in  our  hands. '^ 

All  this  can  not  weigh  against  the 
solemn  oaths  of  scores  of  unimpeached 
witnesses,  several  of  whom  were  them- 
selves shot  and  lefk  for  dead  long  after 
the  fighting  had  utterly  ceased,  when 
they  were  known  to  have  surrendered, 
and  several  of  whom  testify  tiiiat  they 
saw  prisoners  thus  butchered  next 
day.  And  the  evidence"  of  Whites 
and  Blacks  proves  that  the  murder- 
ers a  hundred  times  declared  that 
they  shot  the  Blacks  because  they 
were  "  niggers,"  and  the  Whites  for 
"  fighting  with  niggers."  If  human 
testimony  ever  did  or  can  establish 
any  thing,  then  this  is  proved  a  case 
of  deliberate,  wholesale  massacre  of 
prisoners  of  war  after  they  had  sur- 
rendered— many  of  them  long  after 
— and  for  the  naked  reason  that  some 
of  them  were  Black,  and  others  were 
fighting  in  Black  company. 

Forrest  retreated  rapidly  from  the 
scene  of  this  achievement  into  Hisr 
sissippi,  and  was  not  eflEectively  pur- 
sued ;  there  being  no  adequate  cav- 
alry force  at  hand  for  the  purpose. 


Gen.  S.  D.  Stui^is,  with  12,000 
men,  was  sent  after"  Forrest;  ad- 
vancing from  Memphis  to  Bolivar; 
but  of  course  did  not  come  near  him: 
in  fact,  there  was  no  chance  of  ove^ 
taking  him  after  he  had  passed  Wolf 
river  and  the  forces  guarding  our 
lines  in  that  quarter. 


"Special  Report  of  the  Oommittee  on  the 
CJonduct  of  the  War  (House  No.  66),  38th  Con- 


gress, let  eession.    The  testimoiijis  there  giTen 
in  fun.  "  April  SO. 
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Some  weeks  later,  a  similar  and  in 
goodpartthe  sameforce,butineluding 
most  of  A.  J.  Smith's  corps,  now  re- 
tmned  from  the  luckless  Bed  river 
campaign,  was  sent  from  Memphis  af- 
ter Forrest,  with  instructions  to  push 
on  till  he  was  fomid  and  beaten,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  transfer  of  a  large  part 
of  his  force  to  Jo.  Johnston,  then  re- 
sisting Sherman  in  northern  Georgia. 
Maj.-Gton«  S.  D.  Stnrgis — ^in  spite  of 
overwhelming  proofs  of  his  aggrava- 
ted unfitness — ^was  again  intrusted 
with  the  oonunand^  His  force  con- 
sisted of  9,000  infantry  and  artillery, 
with  3,000  cavalry  led  by  Gen.  Grier- 
son.  Sturgis  had  advanced  E.  S.  E. 
nearly  100  miles,  through  West  Ten- 
nessee and  northern  Mississippi,  meet- 
ing little  opposition  till  near  Gun- 
town,  on  the  Mobile  railroad ;  where 
Grierson's  troopers  found"  Forrest's 
cavalry,  and  pushed  it  vigorously 
back  on  his  infSantry,  which  was 
strongly  posted  on  a  semi-circular 
ridge  or  crest,  with  a  naked  slope  in 
front,  and  a  small  creek  at  its  foot, 
which  could  with  difficulty  be  forded 
by  infantry  at  a  few  points  only. 
Word  was  sent  back  to  the  infantry, 
now  5  or  6  miles  behind ;  and,  in  an 
intensely  hot  day,  they  were  pushed 
forward  at  double-quick  to  the  scene 
of  action,  arriving  thoroughly  blown 
and  incapable  of  exertion.  As  if  this 
were  not  folly  enough,  the  train  of 
more  than  200  wagons  came  rushing 
up  with  them,  filling  the  road  and 
impeding  the  movement  of  the  troops ; 
being  hurried  over  the  bridge  and 
parked  within  sight  and  range  of  the 
enemy's  lines.  jAjid  now,  without  rest 
or  proper  formation,  without  an  at- 
tempt to  flank  the  enemy's  strong 
position,  or  exhibit  any  common  sense 


whatever,  our  exhausted  infantry  was 
sent  in  to  the  support  of  the  already 
engaged  cavalry ;  and  both,  of  course, 
were  speedily,  thoroughly  routed,  and 
in  most  disorderly  fi^ht,  over  a  bad, 
narrow  road,  with  their  train  utterly 
lost  at  once,  and  no  supplies,  no  place 
of  refuge,  no  reenforcements,  within 
three  days'  march.  The  1st  cavahy 
brigade,  CoL  Q^o.  E.  Waring,  had 
been  carved  up  to  give  an  escort  to 
the  commanding  General,  and  for 
various  details^  until  not  enough  was 
left  to  present  an  imposing  front ;  but 
the  2d  brigade,  CoL  E.  F.  Winslow,' 
was  disposed  as  a  rear-guard,  and  did 
what  it  coxdd  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  hungry  mob  of  fugitives  on  foot. 
After  crossing  a  stream  at  Bipley,*^ 
a  stand  was  made  and  a  sharp  fight 
ensued,  whereby  the  pursuit  was 
checked,  but  witix  a  considerable  loss 
in  prisoners  on  our  side.  Thencefor- 
ward, the  pursuit  was  less  eager ;  but 
it  was  continued  nearly  to  Memphis: 
no  attempt  being  made  by  Sturgis  to 
reorganize  his  infiEkntry  or  do  any 
thing  effective  to  mitigate  the  se- 
verity of  the  disaster.  Our  loss, 
mainly  in  captives,  was  variously 
stated  at  3,000  to  4,000;  but  it  is 
probable  that  the  force  that  Sturgis 
brought  back  to  Memphis,  counting 
guns,  wagons,  and  supplies  (all  lost), 
was  not  half  so  efficient  as  that  with 
which  he  set  out.  Among  our  killed 
were  Col.  T.  W.  Humphrey,  95th, 
and  Col.  Geo.  W.  McKeag,  120th 
Illinois ;  the  former  f<^  months  act- 
ing Brigadier,  and  both  excellent 
officers. 

Another  expedition,  also  number- 
ing 12,000,  was  promptly  organized  to 
wipe  out  tiie  recollection  of  this  most 
needless  disgrace ;  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith 


*  June  10. 
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being  placed  in  conunand.  It  was 
fnllj  equipped  at  Salifibary,  60  miles 
east  of  Memphis,  advancing'*  thence, 
skirmishing  incessantly  wil^  Forrest's 
cavalry,  to  Tupelo,  where  the  Bebel 
chief  had  conc^itrated  his  command, 
estimated  by  our  officers  at  14,000, 
and  where  he  had  decided  to  fight 
Thrice  his  infantry  assaulted**  our 
lines,  and  were  eadi  time  repulsed 
with  heavy  loss ;  being  finally  driven 
fit)m  the  field,  leaving  on  it  as  many 
of  his  men  killed  or  desp^titely 
wounded  as  the  whole  numbar  of 
our  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Oen.  Smith  made  no  ferther  ad- 
vance ;  but  there  was  a  sharp,  inde- 
cisive cavalry  skirmish  next  day  at 
Old  Town  creek;  after  which  our 
army  was  withdrawn  to  the  vicinity 
of  Memphis;  whence  Smith  once 
more  advanced,"  with  10,000  men, 
by  Holly  Springs  to  the  Talla- 
hatchie;^* but  found  no  enemy  to 
fight,  save  a  very  small  body  of  cav- 
alry. Forrest's  main  body  had  been 
drawn  off  for  service  elsewhere. 
Smith  remidned  in  this  region  seve- 
ral days,  and  then  returned  to  Mem- 
phis ;  whence  he  was  soon  called  to 
the  aid  of  Bosecrans  in  Missouri,  as 
has  already  been  stated. 

But  while  Smith  was  vainly  hunt- 
ing for  Forrest  in  Mississippi,  that 
chieftain  reported  himself  in  person 
at  Memphis.  Taking  3,000  of  his 
best-mounted  men,  Forrest  flanked '* 
our  army  by  night,  and  made  a 
forced  march  to  Memphis,  which  he 
charged  into  at  dawn ; "  making  di- 
rectly for  the  Qayoso  house  and  other 
hotels,  where  his  spies  had  assured 
him  that  Gens.  Hurlbut,  Washbume, 
and  Buckland,  were  quartered.  He 
Mled  to  clutch  either  of  them,  but 


captured  several  staff  and  other  olB* 
cers,  with  soldi^is  enough  to  make  a 
total  of  300.  Yet  he  foiled  to  carry 
Irving  prison,  where  the  Rebel  cap- 
tives were  in  durance,  made  no  at- 
tempt on  the  fort,  and  was  driven 
out  or  ran  out  of  the  city  after  a  stay 
of  two  hours,  in  which  he  had  done 
considerable  damage  and  appropria- 
ted some  plunder.  He  lost  some  200 
men  here  and  at  Lane's,  outside; 
where  a  smart  skirmish  occurred  on 
his  retreat,  and  Cols.  Starr  and  Een- 
drick  on  our  side  were  wounded.  On 
the  whole,  the  raid  can  hardly  be 
deemed  a  success,  and  can  not  have 
realized  the  enemy^  expectations,  nn- 
less  they  weare  very  moderate.  As 
Hurlbut  had  at  least  6,000  men  in 
or  about  the  city,  it  was  not  practicsr 
bletodomore;  andForrest  l^nota 
moment  too  soon.  He  made  his  way 
ba(^  to  Mississippi  unharmed. 


In  East  Tennessee,  Gen.  Long- 
street's  withdrawal  into  Virginia,  af- 
ter his  failure  at  Ejioxville,  was  at 
first  closely  pursued  by  our  cavahy 
under  Shacklefwd,  on  whom  he 
turned*'  at  Bean's  station,  near  liQ> 
ristown,  and  a  spirited  fight  ensued, 
with  no  decided  result ;  but  Sba^e- 
ford  does  not  appear  to  have  htnried 
Longstreet  thereafter. 

Wheeler,  with  1,300  mounted  mai, 
struck  *'  a  supply  train  fipom  CSiatta- 
no<^  to  EnoxvUle,  guarded  by  Col 
Siebert,  near  Gharlestown,  on  the 
Hiwassee,  and  had  easily  captured 
it— Siebert  having  but  100  men— 
when  CoL  Long,  4th  Ohio  caval- 
ry, came  to  his  aid  with  150  more 
cavalry  and  CoL  Laibold's  2d  Misflou- 
ri  infantry;  wherewith  he  quickly 
retook  the   tram,    and   hurled  &e 
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raiders  back  on  the  road  to  Georgia, 
with  a  loss  of  41  killed  or  wounded 
and  123  prisoners.    We  lost  but  16. 

Gren.  8.  D.  Sturgis,  commanding 
our  advance  east  of  E[noxville,  had  a 
fight"  at  Mossy  creek,  near  Newmar- 
ket, with  a  Rebel  force  reported  by 
him  at  6,000,  led  by  Martin  Arm- 
Btrong  and  John  Morgan;  wherein 
the  Rebels  were  worsted.  Our  loss 
was  18  killed,  82  wounded.  Sturgis 
reports  the  enemy's  at  260  to  400; 
saying  that  he  buried  22  of  their 
dead  and  took  44  prisoners. 

Our  advance  eastward  from  Knox- 
ville,  having  occupied**  Dandridge, 
was  attacked  there  next  day,  and 
more  determinedly  at  8  p.  m.  the  day 
after;  holding  the  town  till  after 
dark,  when  our  men  fell  back  to 
Strawberry  Plains. 

Gen.  Vance,  with  600  mounted 
men  and  2  guns,  crossed  Smoky 
mountain  from  North  Carolina  into 
East  Tennessee,  making  for  Seviers- 
ville ;  near  which  place  he,  with  178 
picked  men,  charged  and  captured  a 
train  of  17  Union  wagons,  making  26 
prisoners.  Attempting  to  return, 
however,  he  was  surrounded"  on 
Oosby  creek  by  the  4di  Illinois  cav- 
alry, Maj.  Davidson,  who  routed  and 
captured  him,  with  100  of  his  men. 

Sturgis  had  several  ftirther  colli- 
sions" with  the  Rebel  cavalry  under 
Martin  and  Morgan,  wherein  he 
claimed  the  advantage,  with  a  superi- 
or loss  inflicted  on  the  enemy ;  but,  as 
he  began  them  near  Dandridge  and 
Newmarket,  and  left  off  at  Maryville 
— some  30  miles  farther  back — it  is  not 
safe  to  credit  his  estimates  of  the  re- 
spective losses.  Ho  claims  to  have 
taken  150  prisoners  in  a  cavalry  fight 
near  Seviersville ;  another  account 


says  he  lost  200  when  the  Rebels  cap- 
tured Strawberry  Plains.  It  was 
supposed  on  our  side  that  this  Ilebel 
advance  presaged  a  fresh  attempt  on 
Knoxville  by  Longstreet;  but  that 
able  General  was  doubtless  masking 
the  movement  of  the  bulk  of  his 
forces  into  Virginia,  whither  he  re. 
tired  next  month.  Of  course,  that 
ended  the  pressure  on  our  lines  east 

of  Knoxville.    

Morgan  remained  in  East  Tennes- 
see— ^hiding,  as  well  as  he  could,  the 
paucity  of  his  numbers^ — ^tiU  the  Ist 
of  June ;  when  he  started  on  another 
raid,  via  Pound  gap,  into  Kentucky; 
evading  Gen.  Burbridge,  who  was  in 
that  quarter  with  a  superior  force, 
meditating  an  advance  into  south- 
western Virginia,  in  concert  with  the 
advance  of  Orook  and  Averill  up  the 
Kanawha.  Morgan  had  but  2,800 
followers,  and  these  not  so  well 
mounted  as  they  would  have  been 
two  years  earlier.  StiU,  sending  for- 
ward small  parties  to  purvey  as  many 
good  horses  as  possible,  he  moved,  so 
swiftly  as  he  might,  by  Paintville, 
Hazel  Green,  Owingsville,  Flemings- 
burg,  and  Maysville,  into  and  through 
the  richest  part  of  the  State;  cap- 
turing Mount  Steriing,  Paris,  Cyn- 
thiana,  and  Williamstown,  burning 
trains,  tearing  up  railroads,  Ac,  al- 
most without  resistance.  The  most 
amazing  feature  of  this  raid  was  the 
capture  of  Gen.  Hobson,  with  1,600 
well-armed  Unionists,  by  Col.  Gilt- 
ner,  one  of  Morgan^s  lieutenants,  who 
had  800  only,  by  crowding  him  into 
a  bend  of  the  Licking,  and  then 
threatening  him  from  the  opposite 
bank  so  that  he  was  glad  to  surren- 
dOT.  It  is  added  that  the  Rebels 
wiere  nearly  out  of  ammunition.  It  is 
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to  be  hoped  that  they  paroled  their 
prisoners  not  to  serve  again  during 
the  "War,  unless  on  their  side. 

Gen.  Burbridge,  who  had  promptly 
started  on  Morgan's  track,  had,  by  a 
forced  march  of  90  miles,  struck" 
him  heavily  at  Mount  Sterling ;  Mor- 
gan  decamping  at  the  close  to  con- 
tinue his  career.  Part  of  his  force 
entered  Lexington  at  2  next  morn- 
ing, burned  the  raiboad,  d6p6£,  and 
left,  heading  for  Frankfort  and 
Georgetown.  Part  of  Cynthiana  was 
burned  by  another  detachment.  But, 
near  that  place,  Burbridge  fell"  on 
the  Bebel  raiders  while  at  breakfast ; 
killing  and  wounding  300  of  them, 
capturing  400,  beside  1,000  horses, 
and  liberating  some  of  Hobson's  men. 
Hobson  and  staff  were  recaptured 
soon  afterward.  Our  loss  in  this  con- 
flict was  but  150.  Morgan  fled  to 
south-western  Virginia  with  the  wreck 
of  his  command,  which  was  no  longer 
a  force.  He  had  only  gathered  a 
small  band,  with  which  he  occupied 
Greenville,  East  Tennessee,  when  he 
was  surprised"  and  killed  by  Gen. 
Gillem ;  who,  being  apprised  of  his 
arrival,  had  made  a  forced  march  of 
16  miles  from  Bull's  gap  to  catch  him. 

Burbridge  was  detained  for  weeks 
in  Kentucky,  reorganizing  and  re- 
mounting his  overmarched  force; 
when  he  resumed  the  movement 
which  had  been  arrested  by  Mor- 
gan's raid.  He  struck  directly  for 
the  salt-works  at  Saltville,  near  Ab- 
ingdon ;  where  he  found  himself  con- 
fronted** in  strong  force  by  Breckin- 
ridge, by  whom  he  was  beaten  off,  with 
a  loss  of  350  men,  including  CoL  Ma- 
son, 11th  Michigan,  killed.  He  drew 
off  during  the  night  after  the  con- 
flict, alleging  a  lack  of  ammunition ; 


but,  as  he  left  his  wounded  to  the 
enemy,  it  would  seem  that  the  real 
difficulty  was  a  superfluity  rather 
than  a  scarcity  at  least  of  balls. 

Gen.  Gillem,  still  posted  near  Bull's 
gap,  finding  a  Eebel  force,  composed 
of  the  brigades  of  Vaughan  and 
Palmer,  in  his  rear  at  Morristown, 
suddenly  attacked"  and  routed  them, 
with  a  loss  on  their  side  of  400 
men  and  4  guns.  Two  weeks  later, 
Breckinridge  in  like  manner  sur- 
prised Gillem  by  a  night  attack;" 
routing  him  utterly,  with  the  loss  of 
his  battery,  train,  and  most  of  his 
small  arms,  whidi  hifi  men  threw 
away  to  expedite  their  flight.  The 
darkness  was  intense,  and  Btirbridge 
admits  a  loss  of  220  men  only.  He 
took  refuge  in  Knoxville,  leaving 
Breckinridge  transiently  master  of 
the  situation.     > — 

Johnson's  island,  Lake  Erie,  near 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  having  been  made  a 
prison-camp,  where  several  thousands 
of  captive  Kebels  were  usually  con- 
flned,  plots  were  laid  by  certain  of 
th^  Bebel  agents  and  reftigees  in 
Canada  to  liberate  them.  To  this 
end,  the  unarmed  steamboat  Philo 
Parsons,  on  her  way "  from  Detroit 
to  Sandusky,  stopping  at  Maiden, 
Oanada,  there  took  on  board  20  pas- 
seijgers,  who,  at  6  p.  m.,  proclaiming 
themselves  Confederate  soldiers,  seiz- 
ed the  boat,  and  with  her  captured 
the  Island  Queen ;  soon  scuttling  the 
latter ;  then  standing  in  for  Sandus- 
ky, where  they  expected,  in  concert 
with  secret  allies  in  that  city,  to  cap- 
ture the  U.  S.  gunboat  Mich%an ;  but 
their  signals  were  not  answered,  and 
they  soon  put  off;  running  the  boat 
on  the  Canada  shore  near  Sandwich, 
and  escaping. 
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XXVIII. 
SHERMAN'S    ATLANTA   CAMPAIGN. 


Gbn.  William  T.  Sherman,  at 
the  instance  of  Lt.-Gen.  Grant,  suc- 
ceeded him  in  command  of  the  miK- 
tary  division  of  the  Mississippi,  em- 
bracing the  four  great  departments  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Cumberland,  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  Arkansas.  Receiv- 
ing the  order  at  Memphis,*  he  re- 
paired at  once  to  Nashville,  where 
he  met  the  Lt-General,  and  accom- 
panied him  so  far  as  Cincinnati — 
Grant  being  then  on  his  way  to 
Washington  to  direct  thenceforth  our 
operations  generally,  but  more  espe- 
cially those  in  Virginia.  The  plans  of 
the  superior  were  freely  imparted  to 
and  discussed  with  his  most  trusted 
subordinate,  ere  they  parted  to  enter 
respectively  on  their  memorable  cam- 
paigns against  Richmond  and  Atlan- 
ta, Those  campaigns  were  to  be  com- 
menced simultaneously  on  the  Rapi- 
dan  and  the  Tennessee;  and  either 
movement  to  be  pressed  so  vigorously, 
persistently,  that  neither  of  the  Rebel 
main  armies  could  spare  troops  to  re- 
enforce  the  other.  When  Sherman 
received*  his  final  instructions  from 
Grant,  it  was  settled  that  the  cam- 
paign should  open  with  May;  and 
Gen.  Sherman  set  forth*  accordingly 
from  the  Winter   encampments   of 


his  forces  around  Chattanooga  with 
an  army  barely  short  of  100,000 
men*  of  all  arms,  with  254  guns.  It 
was  fv  superior  in  every  thing  but 
cavalry  to  that  which  it  confronted ; 
and  which,  though  ^timated  by  Sher- 
man at  55,000  to  60,000,  probably 
numbered  hardly  more  than  50,000.* 
Johnston's  army  was  organized  in 
three  corps,  led  by  Hardee,  Hood,  • 
and  Polk.  Sherman  was  from  time  to 
time  reenforced,  so  as  nearly  to  keep 
his  original  number  good  ;  but,  as  he 
advanced  into  Georgia,  the  necessity 
of  maintaining  his  communications 
seriously  reduced  his  force  at  the  front. 
The  country  between  Chattanooga 
and  Atlanta  is  different  from,  but  even 
more  diflScult  than,  that  which  sepa- 
rates Washington  from  Richmond. 
Rugged  mountains,  deep,  narrow  ra- 
vines, thick,  primitive  woods,  with 
occasional  villages  and  more  frequent 
clearings,  or  irregular  patches  of  cul- 
tivation, all  traversed  by  mainly  nar- 
row, ill-made  roads,  succeed  each 
other  for  some  40  miles ;  then  inter- 
venes a  like  distance  of  comparatively 
open,  facile  country,  traversed  by  two 
considerable  rivers;  then  another  rug- 
ged, difficult  region  of  mountains  and 
passes  reaches  nearly  to  the  Chatta- 


>  March  14, 1864.       «  April  30.       » May  6. 
•  Army  of  the  Cumberland— Gen,  Thomas : 
In&ntnr.  CsralrT.  Arttlleir.  Total 

bifi68  8,828  2^7  60,778 

Army  of  the  Tefme$8ee—<ien.  McPheraon: 
Infitntrr.  CaTalrx.  ArtiUeiy.  Total. 

98,48f  894  1,404  94,466 

Army  of  (he  Ohio — Gen.  Sohofield: 
Inikntrr.  OaTalnr.  Artillerr.  TtoteL 

11,188  l,m  679  18,660 


Onad  total 

VOL.   IL — 40. 


W,7W 


*  Johnston  reported  his  infantiy  at  40,900. 
Sherman  estimated  his  cavalrj  (under  Wheeler) 
at  10,000.  Estimating  his  artillery  at  3,100,  his 
total  force  would  be  64,000.  It  was  oocasion- 
aUy  swelled  rather  than  strengthened  by  drafts 
of  such  Georgians  not  already  in  the  service  as 
passed  for  militia.  The  force  which  Sherman, 
after  passing  the  Oostenaula,  ooyld  show  at  the 
ftont,  was  probably  about  70,000  to  Johnston's 
45,000. 
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hoochee;  across  which,  8  miles  dis- 
tant, lies  the  new  but  important  city  of 
Atlanta — a  focus  of  several  railroads, 
having  some  20,000  inhabitants,  and 
then  the  seat  of  extensive  manufac- 
tories of  Confederate  supplies.  It  had 
been  well  fortified,  early  in  1863. 

Johnston's  position  at  Dalton  was 
covered  by  an  impassable  mountain 
known  as  Eocky-Face  ridge,' cloven 
by  the  passage  of  Mill  creek  called 
Buzzard's  Eoost  gap.  The  railroad 
traverses  this  pass,  but  our  army 
could  not;  it  being  naturally  very 
strong  and  now  thoroughly  fortified. 
Hence,  while  Thomas  menaced*  and 
feebly  assailed  it  in  front,  McPher- 
son  flanked  the  enemy's  left,  moving 
down  by  Ship's  gap,  Villanow,  and 
Snake  creek  gap,  to  seize  either 
Besaca  or  some  other  point  well 
in  its  rear,  while  Schofield  should 
press  on  Johnston's  right.  In  execu- 
ting these  orders,  Thomas  was  com- 
pelled to  bear  more  heavily  on  the 
Rebel  front  than  was  intended:  New- 
ton's division  of  Howard's  (4th)  corps, 
and  Geary's  of  Hooker's  (20th)  corps, 
assaulting  in  earnest  and  even  car- 
rying portions  of  the  ridge ;  whence 
they  were  soon  repelled  with  loss. 
Meantime,  McPhenaon  had  reached 
the  front  of  Besaca,  sciarcely  resist- 
ed ;  but  he  could  not  carry  it,  and 
dared  not  remain  between  it  and 
Johnston's  main  body;  so  he  fell 
back  to  a  strong  position  in  Snake 
creek  gap,  which  he  could  hold  for 
some  hours  against  all  gainsayers. 
Sherman  now,  leaving  Howard's 
corps  and  some  cavalry  to  threaten 
Dalton  in  front,  moved'  the  rest  of 
his  forces  rapidly  in  the  track  of 
Schofield,  and  through  Snake  creek 
gap ;   which*  compelled  Johnston  to 


evacuate  his  stronghold  and  fidl  hade 
rapidly  to  Besaca ;  advancing  in  force 
against  which,  Kilpatrick,  fighting 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  was  disaUed  by 
a  sh6t.  Sherman  had  calculated  on 
seriously  damaging  Johnston  when 
he  thus  retreated,  but  was  unable  to 
reach  him — Johnston  having  the  only 
direct,  good  road,  while  our  flanlring 
advance  was  made  with  great  diffi- 
culty. Howard  entered  Dalton  on 
the  heels  of  the  enemy,  and  pressed 
him  sharply  down  to  Besaca. 

Sherman  forthwith  set  on  foot  a 
new  flanking  movement  by  his  right 
to  turn  Johnston  out  of  Besaca;  which 
Johnston  countered  by  an  attack  on 
Hooker  and  Schofield,  still  in  hifl 
front  and  on  his  left ;  but  he  was  ra- 
ther worsted  in  the  bloody  fight*  thns 
brought  on :  Hooker  driving  theEeb- 
els  from  several  hills,  taking  4  guns 
and  many  prisoners.  The  Bebels  re- 
treated across  the  Oostenaula  during 
the  night,  and  our  army  entered  Be- 
saca in  triumph  next  morning, 

McPherson  crossed  on  our  right 
at  Lay's  ferry  next  day ;  Gen.  Thom- 
as moving  directly  through  Besaca, 
on  the  heels  of  Hardee,  who  covered 
the  Bebel  retreat;  while  Schofield 
advanced  on  our  left,  over  a  rough 
region,  by  such  apologies  for  roads  as 
he  could  find  or  make.  JeflE  C.  Da- 
vis's division  of  Thomas's  army  kept 
down  the  north-west  bank  of  the  Oos- 
tenaula to  Bome,  where  he  took  8  or 
10  great  guns,  and  destroyed  mills 
and  founderies  of  great  importance  to 
the  enemy ;  leaving  here  a  garrison. 
Johnston  made  a  momentary  stand 
against  our  central  advance  in  a 
strong  position  covering  Adairsville; 
but,  on  the  approach  of  our  main 
body,  he  again  retreated,  with  only 


•May  7. 


^  May  10-11. 


•  May  15. 
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sharp  BkirmiBliing  between  our  yan 
and  his  rear-guard;  until,  having 
passed  through  Kingston,  he  was 
again  found'  holding  a  strong  and 
fortified  position  about  Cassville,  ap- 
parently intent  on  a  decisive  battle. 
Upon  being  pressed,  however,  he  re- 
treated, under  cover  of  night,  across 
the  Etowah;  burning  the  railroad 
and  other  bridges,  and  taking  a  still 
stronger  position  covering  the  Alla- 
toona  pass,  where  the  country  again 
becomes  mountainous,  rugged^  and 
difficult,  and  where  he  doubtless  had 
determined  to  %ht  in  earnest. 

Sherman,  after  halting  two  days  to 
rest  and  reconnoiter,  decided  to  flank 
him  out  of  this  by  moving  well  to  the 
right,  concentrating  his  army  on  Dal- 
las ;  to  which  point  JeflF.  C.  Davis,  at 
Eome,  had  already  been  directed, 
and  on  which  Thomas  now  advanced; 
McPherson  moving  still  farther  to 
the  right,  by  Van  Wert,  and  swing- 
ing in  on  Thomas's  right ;  while  Scho- 
field,  moving  on  the  east,  should  aim 
to  come  in  on  Thomas's  left.  John- 
ston promptly  divined  this  movement, 
and  prepared  to  baffle  it. 

Thomas,  advancing  from  Burnt 
Hickory  to  Dallas,  was  confronted" 
at  Pumpkinvine  creek  by  Rebel  cav- 
alry, whom  he  rapidly  pushed  across, 
saving  the  burning  bridge ;  but,  as 
Hooker's  corps,  in  the  van,  pushed 
on,  his  foremost  division  (Gteary's) 
found  the  enemy  in  line  of  battle; 
and  a  severe  conflict  ensued,  without 
decisive  result.  Hooker  finally  con- 
centrated his  command  four  miles 
north  of  Dallas,  and  struck  hard,  by 
Sherman's  order,  at  Stewart's  posi- 
tion covering  New  Hope  church; 
whence,  though  he  gained  some 
ground,  he  was  unable  to  drive  the 


well  sheltered  foe.  Next  morning, 
the  Rebel  intrenched  lines  stretched 
unbrokenly  from  Dallas  to  Marietta, 
over  a  most  difficult  region,  wherein 
days  were  necessarily  spent  by  Sher- 
man, amid  continual  skirmishing  and 
fighting,  in  making  careful  approach- 
es. He  had  just  ordered  Schofield 
to  advance  our  left  and  flank  the  en- 
emy's right,  when  Johnston  struck 
heavily  at  ou7*  right  at  Dallas,  held 
by  McPherson.  But  tliis  attack 
gave  our  men  the  advantage  of 
breastworks,  and  was  repulsed  with 
loss ;  as  one  made  by  Howard's  corps 
on  Cleburne,  farther  toward  the  cen- 
ter, was  repulsed  by  the  enemy.  Our 
army  was  now  moved "  to  the  left 
along  the  Rebel  front,  enveloping  the 
AUatoona  pass,  and  compelling  the 
enemy  to  evacuate  it ;  as  he  soon  af- 
ter did  his  intrenchments  covering 
New  Hope  church,  and  Ackworth 
also.  AUatoona  pass  was  promptly 
garrisoned  by  Sherman,  and  made  a 
secondary  base  of  supplies :  the  rail- 
road bridge  across  the  Etowah  being 
repaired,  and  our  trains  down  the 
road  run  to  this  point. 

Gen.  Frank  Blair  here  came  up," 
with  two  divisions  of  the  17th  corps, 
and  Col.  Long's  brigade  of  cavaliy; 
raising  Sherman's  eflFective  force 
nearly  to  that  with  which  he  left 
Chattanooga ;  and  he  moved  forward 
next  day  to  Big  Shanty. 

Kenesaw  mountain,  with  its  almost 
equally  formidable  neighbors,  Pine 
and  Lost  mountains,  now  loomed  be- 
fore him,  with  Rebel  lines  two  miles 
long  covering  the  points  not  impr^ 
nable  by  nature — ^lines  which  the  en- 
emy were  actively  strengthening 
each  hour.  Here  Sherman  halted 
|>erforce,   and  studied  and  planned 
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andmanoeuvered;  finally  attempting 
to  force,  by  sharp  fighting,  a  way  be- 
tween Kenesaw  and  Pine  mountains. 
In  the  desultory  conflict  that  ensued, 
Lt.-Gten.  P6lk,  Protestant  Episcopal 
Bishop  of  Louisiana,  was  instantly 
killed  "  by  a  cannon-ball.  He  was  en- 
gaged, with  Johnston  and  Hardee,  in 
making  observations,  when  they  were 
obserred  on  our  side,  and  two  shots 
fired  at  them — ^it  was  said  liy  Thom- 
as's order — the  first  of  which  scat- 
tered the  party  to  places  of  safety; 
but  Polk  soon  tired  of  his,  and,  com- 
ing out  to  watch  the  firing,  was 
struck  in  the  side  by  a  three-inch 
shot,  which  tore  him  to  pieces.  He 
neither  spoke  nor  breathed  thereaf- 
ter. 

Pushing  forward  wherever  the 
rugged  nature  of  the  ground  would 
permit,  with  frequent  assaults  and 
constant  battering  and  picket-firing, 
Sherman  compelled  the  enemy  to 
abandon  Pine  mountain,"  and  then 
Lost  mountMu,"  with  the  long  line 
of  strong  breastworks  connecting  the 
latter  with  Eenesaw.  Meantime, 
rain  fell  almost  incessantly ;  the  nar- 
row mountain  roads  were  rocky  gul- 
lies; and  the  Kebel  batteries  on 
Kenesaw  belched  iron  constantly  at 
our  lines — the  balls  generaUy  passing 
harmlessly  over  the  heads  of  our  men, 
whom  the  enemy's  guns  could  not  be 
depressed  sufficiently  to  reach. 

It  being  evident  that  we  were 
steadily  though  slowly  gaining 
ground,  especially  on  our  right,  a 
sally  and  attack  were  made  "  by  the 
enemy,  led  by  Hood,  with  intent  to 
interpose  between  Thomas's  right 
and  Schofield's  left,  near  what  was 
known  as  *the  Kulp  house.'  The 
blow  fell  on  Williams's  division  of 


Hooker's  corps,  and  HascalPs  of 
Schofield's  army,  but  utterly  failed — 
the  enemy  being  repulsed  from  our 
lines  with  heavy  loss,  including  some 
prisoners. 

Sherman  now  determined  to  as- 
sault in  turn,  and  did  "  so,#Lfter  care- 
ful preparation,  at  two  points,  south 
of  Kenesaw,  and  in  front  of  Gens. 
Thomas  and  McPherson  respectively ; 
but  the  enemy's  position  was  found, 
at  fearful* 'cost,  absolutely  impregna- 
ble— ^ach  attack  being  signally  re- 
pulsed, with  an  aggregate  loss  of 
8,000,  including  Gens.  Harker  and 
Dan.  McCook,  killed,  and  Col.  Rice, 
with  other  valuable  officers,  badly 
wounded.  The  Rebels,  thoroughly 
sheltered  by  their  works,  reported 
their  loss  at  442. 

Gen.  Sherman,  in  his  report,  de- 
fends this  assault  as  follows : 

'^  Upon  studying  the  ground,  I  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  assault  or  turn  the  enemy's 
position.  Either  course  had  its  difficulties 
and  dangers.  And  I  perceived  that  the  ene- 
my and  our  owi^  officers  had  settled  down 
into  a  conviction  that  I  would  not  assault 
fortified  lines.  All  looked  to  me  to  out- 
flank. An  army,  to  be  efficient,  must  not 
settle  down  to  one  single  mode  of  offense, 
but  must  be  prepared  to  execute  any  plan 
that  promises  success.  I  wished,  therefore, 
for  the  mord  effect,  to  make  a  successful 
assault  on  the  enemy  behind  his  breast- 
works. ♦  *  ♦  Failure  as  it  was,  and  for 
which  I  assume  the  entire  responsibility,  I 
yet  claim  that  it  produced  good  fruits ;  as  it 
demonstrated  to  Gen.  Johnston  that  I  would 
assault,  and  that  boldly ;  and  we  also  gained 
and  held  ground  so  close  to  the  enemy's 
parapets  that  he  could  not  show  a  head 
above  them." 

If  these  be  sound  reasons,  they  at 
least  as  fully  justify  Grant's  order  to 
assault  at  Cold  Harbor:  Eenesaw 
being  a  palpable  Gibraltar,  which 
Cold  Harbor  is  not. 

Sherman  did  not  choose  to  rest  on 
this  bloody  repulse ;  but,  waiting  only 
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to  boiythe  dead  and  care  for  the 
wounded,  he  again  threw  "  forward 
hiB  right:  MdPherson,  in  front  of 
Keneeawy  being  relieved  by  Garrard's 
cavahy,  and  ordered  to  move  rapidly 
by  the  right  down  to  the  Chattahoo- 
chee, thr^tening  to  cross  with  the 
railroad  at  or  near  Turner's  ferry. 
The  success  of  this  manoeuver  was  in- 
stantaneous. Though  its  execution 
began  at  nightfall,  Kenesaw  was 
forthwith  evacuated  by  Johnston; 
our  skirmishers  stood  cm  the  summit 
at  dawn ;  and — our  whole  army  press- 
ing forward — General  Sherman  rode 
into  Marietta  on  the  heels  of  the 
Bebd  rear-guard  at  8^  a.  h. 

Sherman  was  thus'  eager  in  the 
pursuit,  expecting  to  catch  Johnstcm 
crossing  the  Chattahoochee  and  de- 
stroy half  his  army;  but  the  wary 
Confederate  had  ere  this  strongly  in- 
trenched a  position  on  this  side,  cov- 
ering the  passage  of  the  river,  and 
stood  here  awaiting — ^in  fact,  inviting 
— an  assault.  Sherman  paused,  and 
cautiously  approached ;  sending  for- 
ward at  length  "  a  strong  skirmish- 
line,  which  carried  the  enemy's  outer 
line  of  rifle-pits,  taking  some  priscm- 
ers.  Next  morning,  he  was  mainly 
over  the  river;  and  our  army  ad- 
vanced in  triumph  to  its  bank  at 
several  points,  with  Atlanta  just  at 
hand. 

But  the  Chattahoochee  is  here  a 
large  stream ;  rapid  as  well  as  deep, 
and  barely  ford  able  at  one  or  two 
points.  The  railroad  and  other 
bridges,  of  course,  were  covered  by 
the  enemy's  strong  work  on  our  side, 
which  they  still  held.  But  Gen, 
Schofleld  was  now  moved  rapidly 
from  our  extreme  right  to  our  left, 
and  there  pushed  across,  above  Pow- 


er's ferry,  surprising  the  guard,  cap- 
turing a  gun,  and  soon  fortifying 
himself  strongly  on  high  ground, 
commanding  good  roads,  tending 
east,  while  he  had  laid  a  pontoon 
and  a  trestle  bridge  across  the  river. 
Howard  soon  had  a  similar  bridge 
and  position  two  miles  below ;  and 
there  was  a  general  movement  of  our 
forces  from  right  to  left,  whicb  con- 
strained Johnston  to  abandon  his  fort 
or  bridge-head,  bum  his  bridges  and 
bring  his  last  man  Across  the  Chatta- 
hoochee."* His  new  line,  covering 
Atlanta,  had  the  river  on  its  left 
front  and  Peach-tree  creek  on  its 
right. 

JSherman  now  gave  his  men  a  little 
much  needed  rest;  and, before  active 
operations  recommenced,  Johnston 
had  been  superseded  in  chief  com- 
mand by  Gen.  J.  B.  Hood,  of  Texas. 

Johnston's  campaign,  it  appeared, 
had  not  answered  the  expectations  of 
his  superiors  at  Bichmond.  He  had 
not  demolished  Sherman,  with  an 
army  of  little  more  than  half  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  ours,  and  in  no- 
thing superior  thereto.  He  had  not 
even  been  able  to  prevent  Sherman's 
persistent,  determined,  and  generally 
skillful  advance.  But  he  had  made 
the  most  of  the  rare  advantages  to 
the  defensive  afforded  by  the  chadie 
re^n  across  which  he  had  been  stea- 
dily driven,  and  had  missed  no  good 
opportunity  to  strike  a  damaging 
blow.  Pollard  says  he  had  lost  about 
10,000  in  killed  and  wounded,  and 
4,700  from  '^all  other  causes"— that 
is,  about  one-fcHnrth  of  his  entire  ar- 
my— which,  considering  that  he  had 
fought  no  great  battle,  and  could  not 
aflbrd  to  fight  one,  argues  tolerably 
sharp  work  for  a  two  months'  purely 
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defensive  c»npaign.  Neverthelees, 
he  was  set  aside,  and  a  believer  in 
more  a^ressive,  less  cautions  strate- 
gy appointed  in  his  stead.  Johnston 
turned  over  to  Hood'  an  effective 
force  of  41,000  infantry  and  artillery, 
and  10,000  cavalry"— in  all,  51,000 
«— which  is  nearly  as  many  as  he  had 
at  Dalton.  Nothing  short  of  brilliant 
(md  successful  generalship  in  his  suc- 
cessor could  justify  his  displacement. 

Gen.  Bousseau,  with  2,000  caval- 
ry, now  joined"  our  army;  having 
come  through,  by  a  long  circuit,  in 
twelve  days  from  Decatur,  Ala.,  de- 
feating the  Bebel  Gen.  Clanton  by 
the  way;  passing  through  TaUade^ 
and  destroying  the  railroad  thence  25 
miles  to  Opelika,  dodng  sonae  harm 
to  the  branch  or  cross  road,  with  a 
loss  of  but  30  men. 

Gen.  Sherman  resumed"  active 
(operations  by  pushing  Thomas  over 
the  Chattahoochee  close  on  Scho- 
field's  right :  the  latter  advancing,  and 
with  McPherson,  now  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  reaching  forward  to  strike 
the  Augusta  railroad  east  of  Decatur : 
the  whole  army  thus  making  a  right- 
wheel  movement,  closing  in  upon  At- 
lanta from  the  north-east.  Obeying 
these  orders,  McPherson  had  broken 
up  the  railroad  for  some  miles,  while 
Schofield,  on  his  right,  had  reached 
Decatur,  and  Thomas  had  crossed** 
Peachotree  creek  at  several  points — 
all  skirmishing  heavily;  when,  as 
Thomas  was  moving  two  of  Howard's 
divisions  to  the  left  to  close  on  Scho- 
field, he  was  vehemently  assailed  **  in 
force  by  Hood,  who  struck  suddenly 
and  heavily  Newton's  division  of 
Howard's  corps,  Hooker's  corps,  and 
Johnson's  division  of  Palmer's;  by 


''So  BtLjn  Pdlard— doubtless  quoting  from 
JohnsUMi's  of&dal  report 


whom  he  was  repulsed,  after  a  gal- 
lant struggle;  wherein  our  total  loss 
— mainly  in  Howard's  corps — was 
1,500 ;  while  the  enemy  left  on  the 
field  500  dead,  1,000  severely  wound- 
ed, and  many  prisoners.  Sherman 
estimates  their  total  loss  at  not  less 
than  5,000.  Among  their  killed  were 
Brig.-Gen.  Geo.  M.  Stevens,  of  Md., 
"W.  S.  Feathertson,  of  Miss.,  L.  Armis- 
tead,  of  Gf^,  and  John  J.  Pettus,  of 
Miss. 

The  next  day  was  spent  by  Sher- 
man in  reconnoit^ng  and  feeling  of 
the  enemy's  intrenched  position  along 
the  heights  south  of  Peach-tree  creek ; 
which  file  light  of  the  ensuing  mom  ** 
showed  to  be  without  defenders.  It 
was  at  once  concluded  that  Atlanta 
was  to  be  quietly  evacuated ;  and  our 
men  swept  eagerly  forward  to  within 
two  miles  of  that  city,  where  they 
were  arrested  by  a  far  stronger  line 
of  works,  carefully  constructed  in 
1863,  consisting  of  redoubts,  connect- 
ed by  curtains,  with  rifle-trenches, 
abatis,  &c.  In  the  skirmishing  of  the 
21st,  Brig.-Gen.  Lucien  Greathouse, 
late  Col.  48th  Illinois,  wi^  killed. 
McPherson,  advancing  directly  firom 
Decatur,  with  Logan's  (15th)  corps 
in  the  center,  Frank  Blair's  (17th)  on 
its  left,  and  Dodge's  (16th)  on  its 
right,  was  now  close  to  these  inner 
defi^nses ;  Blair  had  carried,  the  night 
before,  by  hard  fighting,  a  high  hill 
which  gave  him  a  full  view  of  the 
heart  of  the  city,  on  which  he  was 
preparing  to  place  his  batteries. 
Dodge,  who,  as  the  semicircle  de- 
scribed by  our  army  was  narrowed 
by  our  advance,  had  been  thrown  in 
the  rear  of  Logan,  was  moving  across 
by  a  cart-track  to  come  in  on  Blair's 
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left ;  when,  about  noon,  the  sound  of 
guns,  on  that  flank  and  on  our  rear 
toward  Decatur,  apprised  Sherman 
that  mischief  was  afloat.  Hood  had 
determined,  while  holding  the  bulk 
of  our  army  with  a  small  part  of  his, 
by  reason  of  the  strength  of  his  de- 
fenses, to  fall,  by  a  long  flank  night- 
march,  with  his  main  body,  led  by 
Hardee,  on  our  left  and  rear,  rolling 
up  and  pulverizing  each  division  be- 
fore it  could  be  supported  by  another. 
And  Hardee  had  already  struck  his 
first  most  unexpected  blow  at  Giles 
A.  Smith's  division  of  Blair's  corps; 
while  Gen.  McPherson,  riding  in 
fancied  security  through  a  wood  in 
the  rear  of  that  division,  had  been 
shot  dead,  just  as  he  had  given  an  or- 
der to  hurry  up  "Wangelin's  brigade 
of  Logan's  corps  to  fill  a  gap  between 
Blair's  and  Dodge's  corps,  into  which 
the  charging  Eebels  were  pouring 
like  a  torrent.  Here  Murray's  batte- 
ry (6  guns)  was  surprised  and  taken 
— the  men  generally  escaping  to  the 
woods ;  and  two  more  guns  were  lost 
by  Smith,  as  one  wipg  of  his  division 
was  forced*  back  by  the  impetuous 
rush  of  the  enemy. 

Simultaneously  with  Hardee's  flank 
attack,  Stewart's  corps  was  to  have 
struck  Blair  in  front;  but  Stewart 
was  not  up  to  time.  Hardee  swept 
along  the  slope  of  the  hill  on  which 
Blair  was  preparing  to  plant  his  bat- 
teries, making  prisoners  of  his  work- 
ing party.  The  Eebel  charge  bore 
heavily  on  Qiles  A.  Smith's  division 
of  Blair's  corps,  which  wa3  compelled 
gradually  to  give  ground  and  form  a 
new  line  connecting  with  Leggett's 
division,  which  held  the  crest  of  the 
hill ;  and  here  for  hours  the  battle 
raged  flercely :  our  men  having  the 
advantage  in  position,  and  inflicting 


heavy  loss  on  the  enemy.  At  i  p.m., 
the  Bebels  virtually  desisted  here, 
having  been  unable  to  drive  Blair; 
while  Dodge,  striking  their  ri^t, 
had  handled  it  severely,  capturing 
many  prisoners. 

Meantime,  Wheeler's  cavalry  (ours 
on  this  wing,  under  Garrard,  bring 
absent  at  Covington,  breaking  up  a 
railroad)  had  raided,  unopposed,  to 
Decatur,  where  were  McPherson'g 
wagons,  and  attempted  to  capture 
them ;  but  Col.  Sprague,  in  command 
there,  covered  them  skillfully  and 
held  firmly;  sending  them  of^  so  fiut 
as  he  could,  to  the  rear  of  our  center, 
and  losing  but  three,  whereof  the 
teamsters  had  fled  with  the  mules. 

Aftier  a  brief  lull,  the  enemy 
charged  again  up  the  Decatur  road; 
catching  a  regiment  thrown  forward 
upon  it  unsupported,  and  taking  two 
more  guns ;  pushing  through  the  in- 
terval between  Wood's  and  Harrow's 
divisions  of  the  16th  corps,  posted  on 
either  side  of  the  railroad,  and  hurl- 
ing back  Lightbum's  brigade  in  some 
disorder.  But  Sherman  was  close  at 
hand,  and,  perceiving  the  importance 
of  checking  this  advance,  he  ordered 
several  of  Schofleld's  batteries  to  stop 
it  by  an  incessant  fire  of  shell ;  Logan 
(now  commanding  McPherson's  ar- 
my) was  directed  to  make  the  15th 
corps  regain  at  any  cost  its  lost 
ground ;  while  "Wood,  supported  by 
Schofield,  was  to  go  forward  with  hifl 
division  and  recover  the  captured 
batteries.  These  orders  were  prompt- 
ly and  thoroughly  executed ;  all  onr 
guns  being  retaken  but  two,  which 
had  been  hurried  off  the  field ;  and 
the  day  closed  with  our  army  tri- 
umphant and  the  enemy  recoiling  to 
his  defenses. 

In  this  stubborn  contest,  our  total 
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loss  was  3,T22,of  whotn  perhaps  1,000 
were  prisoners.  Gen.  Logan  counted 
on  the  battle-field  2,200  Rebel  dead, 
and  estimates  that  there  were  1,000 
more  not  within  our  lines  or  who 
otherwise  escaped  observation.  We 
took  1,000  prisoners,  beside  the  many 
wounded  who  fell  into  our  hands; 
and  Gen.  Sherman  estimates  that 
Hood's  total  loss  this  day  can  not 
have  been  fewer  than  8,000.  Among 
his  killed  was  Maj.-Gen.  W.  H.  T. 
Walker,  of  Georgia.  Gen.  Garrard, 
with  his  cavalry,  returned  from  Co- 
vington next  day;  having  broken 
up  the  railroad,  destroyed  a  train  of 
cars,  with  much  other  property,  and 
bringing  in  200  prisoners,  with  a  to- 
tal loss  of  two  men. 

Hood  was  not  inclined  to  force  the 
fighting  directly  thereafter;  and  Sher- 
man, while  quietly  preparing  for  a 
new  movement  by  the  right,  dis- 
patched his  now  augmented  cavalry 
on  a  raid  against  the  I'ailroads  in 
Hood's  rear.  Stoneman,  with  his 
own  and  Garrard's  divisions,  6,000 
strong,  was  to  move  by  the  left 
around  Atlanta  to  McDonough; 
while  A.  D.  McCook,  with  his  own 
and  Rousseau's  (now  Harrison's) 
freshly  arrived  divisions,  numbering 
4,000,  was  to  move  by  the  right  to 
Fayetteville,  thence  coming  up  the 
road  and  joining  Stoneman  at  a  des- 
ignated point  near  Lovejoy's.  Such 
cooperative  movements  rarely  suc- 
ceed, and  almost  never  in  the  hands 
of  second  and  third-rate  leaders. 

McCook  moved  down  the  west 
bank  of  the  Chattahoochee  to  River- 
town,  crossed  on  a  pontoon,  and  tore 
up  the  West  Point  railroad  near  Pal- 
metto station ;  thence  pushing  on  to 
Fayetteville,  where  he  captured  and 
burnt  500  wagons  belonging  to  Hood's 


army;  taking  250  prisoners,  killing 
800  mules,  and  bringing  away  oth- 
ers ;  thence  striking,  at  Lovejoy's,  at 
the  time  appointed,  the  Macon  rail- 
road, and  tearing  it  up ;  but  meeting 
no  Stoneman,  and  getting  no  news  of 
him.  He  thence  pushed  south-west 
to  Newnan,  on  the  West  Point  road ; 
where  he  was  confronted  by  infantry 
coming  from  Mississippi  to  aid  in  the 
defense  of  Atlanta,  while  the  Rebel 
cavalry  were  hard  on  his  heels :  so 
he  was  forced  to  fight  against  odds, 
compelled  to  drop  his  prisoners,  and 
make  his  way  out  as  he  could,  with 
a  loss  of  500  men,  including  CoL 
Harrison,  captured.  He  reached  Ma- 
rietta without  ftirther  loss. 

Stoneman's  luck — ^that  is,  his  man- 
agement— ^was  far  worse.  He  failed 
to  meet  McCook  as  directed,  and  di- 
vided the  force  he  had ;  sending  Oten. 
Garrard  to  Flat  Rock  to  cover  his 
own  movement  to  McDonough.  Gar- 
rard, after  lingering  some  days,  and 
skirmishing  heavily  with  Wheeler's 
cavaby,  hearing  nothing  from  Stone- 
man, made  his  way  back,  with  little 
loss,  to  our  left;, 

Stoneman  started  with  a  magnifi 
cent  project,  to  which  he  had,  at  the 
last  moment,  obtained  Sherman's  as- 
sent. He  purposed  to  sweep  down 
the  road  to  Macon,  capture  that  city, 
pushing  thence  by  the  right  to  An- 
derson ville,  where  many  thousands  of 
of  our  captured  soldiers  were  sufier- 
ing  inconceivable  privations,  liberate 
and,  so  far  as  possible,  arm  them,  and 
then  move  with  them  to  our  lines  in 
such  direction  as  should  seem  advisa- 
ble. The  conception  was  a  bold  yet 
not  necessarily  a  bad  one;  but  it 
needed  a  Sheridan  instead  of  a  Stone- 
man to  execute  it.  Sherman's  assent 
to  it  was  based  on  his  orders  that  the 
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two  bodies  of  horse  siiotud  be  c(»iceii- 
trated  at  Lovejoy's,  and  Wheeler  de- 
feated or  chased  off  by  their  superior 
force;  bnt,  this  failing,  Wheeler  was 
too  strong  for  either  division,  and  the 
scheme  became  chimericaL 

Stoneman,  with  his  segment  of  the 
raiding  force,  struck  out  eastwiu*d  to 
Covington ;  thence  moving  down  the 
east  side  of  the  Ocmxdgee,  breaking 
up  roads  and  burning  bridges,  with- 
out even  attempting  to  keep  his  tryst 
with  McCook  at  Lovejoy's.  When 
at  length  he  appeared  before  Macon, 
he  had  not  more  than  8,000  men; 
and,  being  confronted  with  spirit  by 
a  hastily  collected  Bebel  force  under 
Iverson,  he  was  unable  even  to  cross 
the  river;  but,  abandoning  aU  idea 
of  reaching  Andersonville,  turned  on 
his  trail,  pursued  by  Iverson,  Now 
he  consented  to  a  still  further  disper- 
sion of  his  force — the  three  brigades 
composing  it  att^npting  to  escape 
separately.  That  led  by  Ck>L  Adams 
reached  Sherman  nearly  unharmed ; 
that  under  Col.  Capron  was  surprised 
by  the  way,  charged  and  dispersed: 
those  who  escaped  generally. strag- 
gling into  camp  before  Atlanta  on 
jfoot  and  disarmed ;  while  that  with 
which  Stoneman  attempted  to  main- 
tain some  show  of  resistance  was  soon 
surrounded  by  Iverson,  imd  Stone- 
man  induced,  by  an  imposing  pre- 
tense of  superior  force,  to  surrender 
at  discretion — ^he  having  1,000  men 
left,  and  Iverson  at  hand  only  some 
500.  Stoneman,  it  was  reported, 
cried  when  he  discovered  liow  he 
had  been  duped ;  but  his  sorrow  sub- 
served oio  good  purpose.  He  had,  by 
incapacity,  imbecility,  and  disobedi- 
ence of  orders,  squandered  a  full 
third  of  Sherman's  cavalry. 


Gen.  Howard  succeeded,"  by  the 
President's  order^  to  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee ;  where- 
upon, G«n.  Hooker,  considering  him* 
self  disparaged,  was  relieved,  at  his 
own  request  from  the  command  of 
his  corps,  which  was  giv^i  to  Gen. 
Slocum.  Gen.  Palmer  was  soon  re- 
lieved from  the  command  of  the  14th 
corps  by  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis.  Gen. 
D.  S.  Stanley  succeeded  Glen.  How- 
ard as  the  head  of  the  4th  corps. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was 
now  shifted'*  from  our  extreme  left 
to  our  extreme  right ;  moving  behind 
the  rest  of  the  army  from  the  Decatur 
road  on  the  east  to  Proctor^s  creek  cm 
the  south-west ;  initiating  a  general 
movement  to  flank  Hood  out  of  At- 
lanta by  cutting  the  railroads  in  his 
rear.  The  movement  was  of  course 
detected  by  Hood ;  yet  it  had  been 
substantially  completed,  and  our  men 
were  hastily  covering  their  new  front 
with  a  rude  breastwork  of  logs  and 
rails,  when  Hood  struck  out "  as  hea- 
vily from  his  left  as  he  had  done  the 
week  before  from  his  right.  Evi- 
dently eicpecting  to  catch  Howard  in 
disorder,  or  at  least  unprepared,  be 
poured  out  his  masses  from  the  west 
side  of  Atlanta,  and  charged  im- 
petuously on  our  new  right,  held  by 
Logan's  (16th)  corps,  which  had  been 
formed  on  the  crest  of  a  wooded 
ridge,  with  open  fields  sloping  from 
its  front,  its  right  reftised,  and  some- 
thing like  a  rail  breastwork  in  its 
front;  Howard  standing  behind  iU 
ready  to  hurry  Blair's  and  Dodge's 
corps  to  its  support;  and  Sherman 
himself  on  hand,  eager  and  alert  for 
the  encounter.  After  a  brief  cannon- 
ade. Hood's  infantry,  under  Hardee 
and  Lee,  was  thrown  forward  against 
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Howard'B  right  flank,  whichhad  been 
fully  prepared   for  their  reception, 
and   which,    as    they    approached, 
swept  4hem  down  by  a  murderous 
fire.    Again  and  again  were  they  re- 
formed and  pushed  up  by  their  offi- 
cers, only  to  be  again  decimated  and 
broken;  a  few  of  them  pressing  up  to 
our  rail-pile  parapet,  only  to  be  there 
shot  down  or  hauled  over  as  prisoners. 
•When  they  could  no  more  be  driven 
to  this  foolish  slaughter,  their  officers, 
at  8  p.  K.,  gave  it  up  and  recoiled ; 
leaving  on  the  ground   642    dead, 
who  were  coimted  by  our  regular  bu- 
rial-parties ;  and  these  were  not  all. 
Sherman,  whose  total  loss  was  but 
600,  estimates  Hood's  at  6,000.  Hood 
admits  but  1,500.- 

Hood's  appetite  for  attacks  in  force 
seems  to  have  been  satisfied  by  this 
time ;  since  he  made  no  more,  though 
our  long-range  guns  now  reached  in- 
to and  shelled  Atlanta  from  several 
points,  kindling  fires  that  involved 
heavy  losses.    Meantime,    Sherman 
was  steadily    extending    his  right; 
"bringing   down    Schofield's"  army, 
and  then  Palmer's  corps;  until  his 
intrenched  line   had    been    pushed 
nearly  to  East  Point,  commanding 
the  railroads  whereby  Atlanta  must 
be  fed.    Hood  barely  watched  these 
operations,    and  extended   his   out- 
works accordingly.    Yet  a  vigorous 
defensive  was  so  little  suited  to  his 
impatient,  heady  disposition  that,  hav- 
ing squandered  half  his  infantry  in 
rash  assaults  and  charges,  he  now  dis- 
patched Wheeler  with  his  cavalry  to 
our  rear,  to  bum  bridges,  capture 
supplies,  and  break  up  the  railroad 
whereon  Sherman  must  depend  for 
subsistence.    Sherman  had  alrefuly'^ 


resolved  on  a  bold  stroke  f(^  Atlanta ; 
but,  when  he  heard  that  Wheeler, 
having  passed  our  left,  was  in  his 
rear,  had  captured  900  beeves,  broken 
the  railroad  near  Calhoun,  and  was 
bent  on  havoc  generally,  he  joyfully 
ordered  Klilpatrick,  now  command- 
ing our  6,000  remaining  cavalry,  to 
move  *•  from  Sandtown,  in  the  rear  of 
our  right,  down  to  Fairbum,  break 
up  the  West  Point  railroad  thorough- 
ly ;  then  push  across  to  the  Macon 
road  and  destroy  that ;  fighting  any 
cavalry  that  might  get  in  his  way, 
but  avoiding  a  serious  conflict  with 
infantry. 

Kilpatrick  obeyed;  striking  the 
Macon  road  at  Jonesboro',  routing  a 
small  cavalry  force  under  Boss,  and 
doing  some  work  on  the  railroad; 
when  a  brigade  of  Eebel  infantry 
and  a  small  force  of  cavalry  appeared 
from  below,  and  compelled  him  to 
resume  his  travels.  Drawing  off  to 
the  east,  he  made  a  circuit,  and 
again  struck  the  railroad  near  Love- 
joy's;  but  the  enemy  were  already 
here ;  so,  charging  through  their  cav- 
alry, taking  70  prisoners  and  a  4-gun 
battery,  which  he  destroyed,  he  made 
for  camp  by  a  north-east  circuit; 
reaching  Decatur  on  the  22d. 

Sherman  did  not  hesitate.  He 
made  the  proper  discount  on  Kilpat- 
rick's  estimate  of  the  damage  he  had 
done  to  the  railroads ;  but  he  was  con- 
fldent  that,  though  not  sufficient  to 
interrupt  transportation  for  ten  days, 
as  Kilpatrick  judged,  it  was  worth 
something.  He  ordered  the  siege  to 
be  abandoned ;  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed, surplus  wagons,  &c.,  to  be  sent 
back  to  his  intrenched  position  on  the 
Chattahoochee,  which  the  20th  corps, 


**  Logan  estimates  the  Rebel  loss  at  flrom  6,000 
to  7|000.    He  aaTS  he  Xfxk  1,(00  to  2,000  mus- 


kets with  160  prisoners,  beside  73  wounded. 
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now  OteJL  Slocum's,  was  left  to  cover, 
while  the  rest  of  the  army  should 
move  by  the  right  southward ;  the 
4th    corps,    on    our    extreme   left, 
marching**  to  the  rear  of  our  right, 
while  Howard,  drawing  back,  should 
move"  to  Sandtown,  and  then  to  the 
West  Point  railroad  above  Fairbum ; 
Thomas    coming  into  position  just 
above    him    near  Red  Oak;  while 
Schofield  closed  in  on  Thomas's  left, 
barely  clear  of  the  Rebel  defenses 
near  East  Point.     These  movements 
being  quietly  executed  without  re- 
sistance or  loss,  our  whole  army,  save 
the  20th  corps,  was  behind  Atlanta, 
busily  and  thoroughly  destroying  the 
West  Point  railroad,  before  Hood 
knew  what  Sherman  was  doing ;  and 
the  next  day  it  was  thrown  forward** 
to  the  Macon  road  ;  Schofield  moving 
cautiously,   because  of  his  proxim- 
ity to  Atlanta,  and  the  danger  of  an- 
other of  Hood's  irruptions,  to  Rough- 
and-Ready;  Thomas  to  a  point  des- 
ignated   as    Couch's;    while    How- 
ard,  encountering   more  resistance, 
halted  at  dark :  having  crossed  Ilint 
river,  barely  half  a  mile  from  Jones- 
borough. 

Hood  had,  because  of  Kilpatrick's 
recent  raid,  and  to  guard  his  commu- 
nications, divided  his  army ;  sending 
half,  under  Hardee,  to  Jonesborough ; 
while  he  remained  with  the  residue 
in  Atlanta :  hence  his  failure  to  fall 
on  Schofield  during  our  swinging 
flank  movement ;  hence  the  formida- 
ble resistance  encountered  by  How- 
ard on  our  right,  where  none  was 
expected. 

The  light  of  day*^  revealed  to 
Howard — who  had  been  fighting  the 
day  before,  but  constantly  gaining 
ground — the  immediate  presence  of 


a  formidable  foe.  Deploying  the 
15th  corps  in  the  center,  with  tiie 
16th  and  17th  on  either  flank,  he 
covered  his  front  with  the  htbitoal 
breastwork,  and  stood  in  quiet  ex- 
pectation. Hardee  drew  out  his 
whole  force,  embracing  Lee's  corps 
beside  his  own,  and  attacked  with 
great  vigor,  calculating  that  Howard 
might  be  overwhelmed  before  he 
could  be  reenforcedj  but  Howard's 
position  was  good;  his  front  well 
covered,  and  his  soldiers  as  cool  as 
though  bujlet-proof ;  and,  after  two 
hours  of  carnage,  the  enemy  recoiled, 
leaving  400  dead  on  the  ground,  and 
300  desperately  wounded  in  Jones- 
boro'  when  he  retreated.  Shennan 
plac^  Hardee's  entire  loss  in  this 
conflict  at  2,500;  while  ours  was 
hardly  500. 

Sherman  was  with  Thomaa  at 
Couch's,  intent  on  road-breaking, 
when  the  sound  of  guns  on  the  r^t 
drew  his  attention  to  that  quarter, 
and  induced  him  to  impel  Thomas 
and  Schofleld  in  that  direction,  leav- 
ing Garrard's  cavalry  to  watch  our 
rear  toward  Atlanta,  while  Kilpatiick 
should  hasten  down  the  west  bank 
of  the  Flint  and  strike  the  railroad 
below  Jonesborough.  Davis's  corpSj 
being  on  Thomas's  right,  soon  doeed 
on  to  Howard,  relieving  Blair's  (15th) 
corps,  which  was  at  once  drawn  out 
and  iJirown  to  Howard's  right,  so  as 
to  connect  with  Kilpatrick's  troopers. 
All  being  at  length  ready,  Davis's 
corps,  at  4  p.  m.,  charged  the  enemf  s 
lines,  covering  Jonesboro',  carrying 
them  at  once,"  capturing  Gen.  Govan 
with  most  of  his  brigade  and  two 
4-gun  batteries.  Orders  were  re- 
peatedly sent  to  hurry  up  Stanley  and 
Schofield ;  but  the  ground  was  diffi- 
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cult  and  the  roads  bad,  bo  that  thej 
were  not  up  in  season  to  charge  that 
night ;  and  next  morning  "  Hardee 
was  gone,  with  all  that  conld  and 
woidd  follow  him. 

Before  that  morning  dawned,  omi- 
nous sounds,  first  heavy,  then  lighter, 
from  the  north,  indicated  to  Sherman 
that  something  momentous  was  oc- 
curring in  Atlanta,  20  miles  distant. 
They  might  have  proceeded  from  an 
attack  on  that  stronghold  by  Slocum 
— ^which  was  most  unlikely — ^but  the 
moro  probable  supposition  pointed 
to  the  truth,  that  Hood,  completely 
outgeneraled  and  at  his  wit's  end,  was 
blowing  up  his  magazines,  burning 
his  stores,  and  escaping  with  the  lit- 
tle he  could,  deprived  of  railroads, 
carry  off  i;i  his  flight  But  this,  if 
so,  could  wait ;  so  Sherman  ordered 
a  vigorous  pursuit  in  force  of  Har- 
dee's beaten  column. 

Hardee  was  found  well  intrenched, 
near  Lovejoy's,  with  his  flanks  covered 
by  Walnut  creek  and  Flint  river — 
a  strong  position,  which  was  thor- 
oughly reconnoitered,  but  Sherman 
was  in  no  hurry  to  attack  it.  Soon, 
flying  rumors,  then  more  trust-wor- 
thy accounts,  imported  that  Hood 
had  blown  up  whatever  he  could  in 
Atlanta  and  decamped:  Stewart's 
corps  retreating  on  McDonough, 
while  the  militia  were  marched  off 
eastward  to  Covington.  The  news 
was  fully  confirmed  on  the  4th  by  a 
courier  from  Slocum,  who  had  en- 
tered the  city  unopposed  on  the. 
morning  after  Hood's  withdrawal. 
Sherman  thereupon  returned"  to 
Atlanta,  and,  encamping  his  army 
on  all  sides,  idlowed  it  that  season  of 
rest  which,  under  his  able  leadership, 
it  had  so  nobly  earned. 


Atlanta  had  been  cheaply  won ; 
for,  not  only  was  the  position  one  of 
great  importance,  but  the  loss  of 
munitions,  guns,  locomotives,  cars, 
manufacturing  machinery,  &c.,  was 
very  great,  and  such  as  the  Confed- 
eracy coidd  no  longer  afford.  Tet, 
when  Sherman  had  succeeded,  with- 
out loss,  in  placing  at  least  70,000 
veterans  between  it  and  the  better 
part  of  Hood's  army,  it  seems  singu- 
lar that  his  prisoners  were  so  few. 
Had  he  known  how  Hood's  army 
was  divided,  he  ought,  it  would  seem, 
to  have  destroyed  or  captured  at  least 
half  of  it.  

General  Sherman,  having  estab- 
lished his  headquarters  in  Atlanta, 
ordered  the  removal  of  its  remaining 
inhabitants — they  going  South  or 
coming  North,  as  each  should  prefer. 
In  order  to  effect  this  removal  with 
the  least  possible  hardship,  a  tru«e 
for  ten  days  was  proposed  by  Sher- 
man and  acceded  to  by  Hood  ;  who 
took  occasion  to  "protest,  in  the 
name  of  God  and  humanity,"  against 
this  "  unprecedented  measure,"  which, 
he  asserts,  "transcends,  in  studied 
and  ingenious  cruelty,  all  acts  ever 
brought  to  my  attention  in  the  dark 
history  of  war." 

Let  us  consider : 

Every  one  who  could  shoulder  a 
musket  or  drive  a  team  had  been 
conscripted  into  and  marched  off 
with  the  Rebel  army.  All  the  facto- 
ries, founderies,  machine-shops,  &c., 
in  which  Atlanta  had  hitherto  abound- 
ed, and  which  had  done  the  Confede- 
racy good  service,  had  been  destroyed 
by  Hood  on  leaving,  or  so  dismantled 
as  to  be  unserviceable.  No  food  of 
consequence  had  been  left  by  Hood  in 
Atlanta;  while  our  single  railroad 
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(which  Hood  had  juflt  broken,  and 
W8B  porpoeing  more  thorougfalj  to 
destroy)  was  fully  taxed  with  trans- 
porting the  supplies  needed  by  our 
army;  and  not  a  pound  of  food 
would  be  sent  in  by  the  Confederates 
from  the  adjacent  country,  whoever 
might  perish.  To  feed  the  remain- 
ing inhabitants  of  Atlanta  in  that 
city  could  not  cost  our  Government 
less  than  $1,000,000  per  quarter, 
supposing  it  were  at  all  practicable; 
while  it  must  greatiy  cripple  Sher- 
man and  fetter  his  fiiture  operations, 
even  supposing  it  could  be  done  at 
alL  To  let  them  stay  and  starve 
would  have  excited  still  louder  and 
more  frenzied  denunciations.  The 
order  for  the  removal  of  the  people 
was  therefore  at  once  wise,  provi- 
dent, and  humane ;  yet  Mayor  J.  M. 
Calhoun  and  his  council  appealed  to 
Sherman  in  deprecation  of  "  the  woe, 
the  horror,  the  suffering"  involved 
in  the  execution  of  his  order,  as  if  it 
had  been  impelled  by  mere  caprice 
or  wanton  cruelty,  instead  of  being 
the  stem  dictate  of  an  obvious,  im- 
perative necessity.  And  this  was 
but  one  of  many  instances  wherein 
the  Kebels  chilled  the  admiration 
which  the  desperate  gallantry  of  their 
fighting  was  calculated  to  excite,  by 
screechy  objurgati6ns,  and  theatrical 
appeals  for  sympathy  with  their  dis- 
tresses, which  they,  who  had  so  haugh- 
tily and  so  needlessly  rushed  into 
war,  should  have  had  the  dignity  and 
self-respect  to  abstain  from. 

The  removal  was  quietly  and  hu- 
manely effected:  all  who  chose  to 
go  South  (446  families,  2,035  per- 
sons)  being  transported  in  wagons 
at  the  national  cost,  with  their  furni- 
ture and   clothes,  averaging  1,661 


pounds  per  family,  to  Bough-and- 
Ready,  or  to  our  outpost  in  that  di- 
rection; while  those  who  preferred 
to  come  North  were  brought  at  Gov- 
ernment cost  by  railroad  to  Chatta- 
nooga. When  an  was  done,  Major 
Clan,  of  Hood's  staff,  tendered  to 
Col.  "Warner,  of  Sherman's  staff,  his 
written  acknowledgment**  of  "the 
uniform  courtesy  you  have  shown  on 
all  occasions  to  me  and  my  people, 
and  the  promptness  with  which  you 
have  corrected  all  irr^ulaiities 
arising  in  our  intercourse.''  This 
was  the  simple  truth.  The  removal 
was  not  only  right  in  itself,  but  was 
effected  with  considerate  tenderness. 


While  Sherman  was  still  north  of 
the  Chattahoochee,  a  Bebel  raiding 
force  of  cavalry,  under  Pillow,  had 
dashed  into  Lafayette,  n^trly  up  to 
Chattanooga,  held  by  CoL  Watkins 
with  400  men,  and  had  very  nearly 
taken  it;  when  CoL  Croxton,  4th 
Kentucky,  came  up  and  beat  them 
off ;  taking  70  prisoners.  The  killed 
and  wounded  on  either  side  were 
about  100. 

Wheeler,  afber  breaking  the  rail- 
road at  Calhoun,  as  already  narrated, 
appeared  before  Dalton,  which  he 
summoned ;  but  Col.  Leibold  held  it 
firmly  tifl  (Jen.  Steedman  arrived 
from  Chattanoc^  and  drove  the 
Rebels  off.  Wheeler  now  pushed  up 
into  East  Tennessee,  halting  at  Ath- 
ens ;  whence,  on  being  menaced,  he 
dashed  eastward  across  the  Little 
Tennessee,  and  thence  across  the 
Holston  at  Strawberry  plains;  and 
so,  circling  around  Kiioxville,  he 
crossed  the  Clinch  near  CSinton,  and 
the  Oumberiand  mountains,  by  Se- 
quatchie, MclCnnvflle,  Murfreesbo- 
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Tough^  and  Lebanon,  whence  he  was 
chased  southward  across  the  Tennes- 
see near  Mcnrence  into  Alabama.  He 
destroyed  much  property  during  this 
extensive  raid;  bat  his  operations 
had  little  inflaence  on  the  results  of 
the  campaign. 


Hardee,  moving  to  his  right,  form- 
ed a  junction  with  Hood  near  Jones- 
boro',  and  their  army  was  soon  con- 
siderably reenforced :  Jefferson  Davis 
liastening  from  Bichmond  to  Geor- 
gia, visiting  the  army  at  Paknetto, 
and  making  at  Macon  ^^  a  speech  re- 
markable for  the  frankness  of  its  ad- 
xnifisions  that  the  loss  of  Atlanta  was 
a  great  blow,  and  that  the  prospects 
of  the  Confederates  were  gloomy ;  yet 
which  was  said  to  have  aroused  many 
to  a  more  desperate  activity  in  the 
cause.  Hood  was  still  retained  in 
command;  and  very  soon,  flanking 
Sherman's  right,  he  crossed  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, pushed  up  to  Dallas,  and 
thence  impelled  his  cavalry  rapidly 
by  the  right  to  Big  Shanty,  where 
they  tore  up  the  railroad  and  broke 
the  telegraph;  while  French's  divi- 
sion of  infantry  appeared**  before  Al- 
latoona,  where  one  million  rations 
were  stored,  under  protection  of  CoL 
Tourtelotte,  4th  Minnesota,  with 
three  thin  regiments.  Happily,  Gen. 
Oorse,  holdi^  Bome,  had  been  or- 
dered hither  with  his  brigade,  and 
had  arrived  with  two  r^ments  a 
few  hours  before. 

Sherman  had  ere  this  been  aroused 
by  news  that  the  Bebels  had  crossed 
the  Chattahoochee ;  and  he  had  sent^ 
Gen.  Thomas  to  Nashville  to  look 
out  for  Bebel  demonstrations  across 
the  Tennessee.  Leaving  Slocum's 
20th  corps  to  hold  Atlanta,  he  had 


impelled  the  bulk  of  his  army  north- 
ward; and,  when  French  attacked 
Allatoona,  he  was  near  Kenesaw,  18 
miles  distant ;  whence,  at  10  A..U.,  he 
could  see  the  smoke  of  the  conflict 
and  faintly  hear  the  sound  of  the 
guns.  He  was  even  able  to  signal 
Corse  that  he  was  not  to  be  aban-^ 
doned. 

Corse  had  1,944  men ;  French 
many  times  that  number.  The  place 
was  completely  invested  at  daylight, 
and  a  sharp  cannonade  of  two  hours 
was  followed  by  a  summons,  which 
being  declined,  French  assaulted  in 
full  force,  rushing  his  men  up  to  the 
very  parapets,  where  they  were 
mowed  down  by  hundreds ;  yet  still 
assault  after  assault  was  deUvered; 
while  the  28d  corps,  under  Gen. 
J.  D.  Cox,  were  making  all  haste  to 
come  to  the  rescue,  and  flags  convey- 
ing from  peak  to  peak  the  messages 
interchanged  by  Sherman  and  Corse. 
Sherman,  on  learning  that  Corse  was 
there,  exclaimed,  "  He  will  hold  out  \ 
I  know  the  man  1"  And  he  did  hold 
out ;  though  707  (more  than  a  third) 
of  his  men  had  fallen,  when  the 
enemy  desisted.  Corse  himself  had 
been  struck  in  the  face  at  noon  by  a 
bullet,  but  reftised  to  leave  his  post ; 
^Tourtelotte  and  Col.  E.  Eowell,  7th 
Illinois,  were  also  among  the  wound- 
ed. French  drew  off,  as  Cox  ap- 
proached, leaving  231  dead,  411  pri- 
soners, and  800  of  his  muskets  be- 
hind, to  attest  the  severity  of  the 
struggle. 

Hood,  instructed  to  draw  Sherma» 
out  of  Georgia,  moved  rapidly  north- 
west, threatening  again  to  strike  the 
railroad,  and  compelling  Sherman  to 
make  a  forced  march  of  88  miles  to 
Save  Kingston.**    Here  he  learned 
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that  Hood,  after  making  a  feint  on 
Borne,  had  moved  11  miles  down  the 
Coosa  and  was  passing  that  river  on 
a  pontoon-bridge :  Sherman  followed 
to  Eome,"  and  dispatched  thence 
Gen.  Cox's  division  and  Garrard's 
cavalry  across  the  Oostenaula  to  har- 
ass the  right  flank  of  the  enemy,  as  he 
moved  northward.  Garrard  chased 
a  brigade  of  Rebel  cavalry  toward 
the  Chattooga,  capturing  2  gnns. 

Hood,  moving  rapidly,  had  by  this 
time  appeared  before  Resaca,  sum- 
moning it;  but  Sherman  had  reen- 
forced  it  with  two  regiments,  and 
Col.  Weaver  had  held  it  firmly,  re- 
pulsing the  enemy ;  who  had  moved 
up  the  railroad  through  Tilton  and 
Dalton,  destroying  it  so  far  as  the 
Tunnel.  Sherman,  on  reaching  Re- 
saca," was  evidently  puzzled  to  di- 
vine what  his  adversary  meant  in 
thus  employing  the  second  army  of 
the  Confederacy  on  a  raiding  expe- 
dition, but  resolved  to  strike  him  in 
flank  and  force  him  to  fight  a  battle. 
Accordingly,  Howard  was  impelled 
westward  to  Snake  creek  gap,  where 
he  was  to  skirmish  and  hold  the  ene- 
my, while  Stanley,  with  the  4th  and 
14th  corps,  moved  from  Tilton  on 
Villanow,  with  intent  to  gain  Hood's 
rear. 

But  Hood  had  other  plans;  so 
Howard  encountered  no  solid  resist- 
ance at  the  gap,  but  had  pressed 
through  it  by  noon,  before  Stanley 
had  time  to  gain  its  rear.  Our  army 
was  then  directed  on  Lafayette,  ex- 
.pecting  thus  to  get  into  the  enemy's 
rear ;  but  Hood  had  evidently  been 
cured  of  his  voracious  appetite  for 
fighting,  and,  having  very  scanty 
trains,  was  far  too  light-footed  to  be 
caught.     He  nimbly  evaded  Sher- 


man, slipping  around  his  front,  and, 
moving  by  his  left,  was  soon  out  of 
reach ;  Sherman  halting"  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Gaylesville,  Alabama,  and 
feeling  in  various  directions  for  hig 
vanished  foe. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  week,  he  was 
satisfied  that  his  adversary,  as  if  in- 
tent on  drawing  him  out  of  Georgia 
af  all  events,  had  crossed  Sand  moun- 
tain, and  was  making  for  the  Ten- 
nessee. Sherman  reftised  to  foUow 
an  enemy  who  would  not  fight,  whom 
he  could  not  overtake,  and  who 
might  be  able  to  lead  him  a  profitlefls 
wild-goose-chase  for  months.  He  de- 
tached Stanley,  with  his  (4th)  corpa^ 
and  Schofield,  with  the  23d,  with 
orders  to  march  to  Chattano^a,  and 
thence  report  to  Thomas  at  Nash- 
ville; most  of  the  cavalry,  under 
Wilson,  being  given  similar  orders. 
A  single  division,  under  Kilpatrick, 
was  reserved  for  operations  in  Geor- 
gia. 

To  Thomas  was  confided  the  de- 
fense of  Tennessee,  with  unlimited 
discretion  as  to  the  use  of  his  re- 
sources. A.  J.  Smith,  then  on  his  way 
from  hunting  Price  out  of  Missouri, 
was  ordered  to  report  to  him.  Sher^ 
man  had  of  course  a  ftiU  understand- 
ing with  him,  as  well  as  with  Grant, 
as  to  his  plans.  Hood's  army,  he  ad- 
vised them,  now  consisted  of  about 
35,000  infantry  and  10,000  cavalry; 
and  he  did  not  turn  his  back  again 
on  Tennessee  until  assured  that 
Thomas  was  strong  enough  to  hold 
it.  And  now,  learning  that  Hood, 
after  a  feint  on  Decatur,  had  passed 
on  to  Tuscumbia  and  laid  a  pontoon- 
bridge  across  the  river  to  Florence, 
Sherman  turned  his  face  southward, 
and,  gathering  up  all  his  garrisonfl 
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heading  the  railroad,  Bending  some 
back  to  Chattanooga  to  aid  in  the 
defense  of  Tennessee,  and  drawing 
others  forward  to  Atlanta,  he  thor- 
oughly dismantled  the  railroads, 
bum^  the  fonnderies,  mills,  &c.,  at 
Borne,  and,  catting  loose  fix>m  all  his 


communications,  and  drawing  around 
him  all  his  remaining  forces,  made 
diligent  preparations  for  the  Great 
March  wherewith  his  name  is  so  in- 
separably linked,  and  which  so  large- 
ly contributed  to  hasten  the  down&U 
of  the  Bebellion. 


XXIX. 

THE  WAR   ON   THE  OCEAN— MOBILE  BAT. 


The  formation  of  the  Southern 
Confederacy  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  resignation  of  a  large  proportion 
— though  not  nearly  all — of  the 
Southern  officers  of  the  United  States 
Navy — ^resignations  which  should  not 
have  been,  but  were,  accepted.  Ma- 
ny of  these  officers  had,  for  fifteen  to 
forty  years,  been  drawing  liberal  pay 
and  allowances  from  the  Federal 
treasury  for  very  light  work— often, 
for  no  work  at  all :  and  now,  when 
the  Government  which  had  edu- 
cated, nurtured,  honored,  and  sub- 
sisted them,  was  for  the  first  time  in 
urgent  need  of  their  best  efforts,  they 
renounced  its  service,  its  flag,  and 
their  fealty,  in  order  to  tender  their 
swords  to  its  deadly  foe.  Under  such 
circumstances,  no  resignation  should 
have  been  accepted,  but  their  names 
should  have  been  stricken  with  igno- 
miny from  the  rolls  they  disgraced. 

These  recreants  made  haste  to  re- 
pair to  the  Confederate  capital,  where 
they  were  received  with  flattering 
distinction,  and  accorded  rank  in  the 
embryo  Confederate  navy  at  least  as 
high  as  that  which  they  had  resjpect- 
ively  attained  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  The  ^'Register  of  the 
VOL.  n. — il 


Commissioned  and  Warrant  OfficerB 
in  the  Navy  of  the  Confederate 
States,"  issued  at  Bichmond,  Jan. 
1,  1864,  contained  several  hundred 
names — over  two  hundred  of  them  be- 
ing noted  as  having  formerly  been  offi- 
cers of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  Some  of  these 
lacked  even  the  poor  excuse — "  I  go 
with  my  State,'' — as  at  the  head  of 
the  list  stands  their  only  Admiral, 
Franklin  Buchanan,  of  Maryland; 
who  entered  the  service  o£  the  United 
States  Jan.  28th,  1815,  and  that  of 
the  Confederacy  Sept  5th,  1861.  Of 
the  Captains  (twelve)  who  follow, 
three  were  bom  in  Majryland,  though 
one  of  them  (Gteo.  N.  Hollins)  daimi 
to  be  a  citizen  of  Florida ;  as  did  ai^ 
other  (Raphael  Semmes)  of  Alabjanflu 
Of  the  Udrty-six  Provisional  Oiqp- 
tains  and  Commanders,  twelve  were 
bom  in  non-6eeeding  States,  though 
most  of  them  claimed  to  have  sinoe 
become  residents  of  the  ^  sunny 
South.' 

Tery  great  ingenuity  and  nautical 
(or  pyrotechnic)  $kill  wag  evinced 
during  the  war,  by  the  Eebel  navy 
thus  constituted,  in  the  constroctioa 
of  rams  and  iron-dads,  and  thdr  vm 
for  harbor  and  coast  defense,  but 


Digitized  by 


Google 


642 


THE    AMERICAN    CONFLICT. 


more  especiallj  in  devising,  con- 
Btmctiug,  chargiag,  and  planting  tor- 
pedoee,  wherewith  they  did  more 
execution  and  cansed  more  embarrass- 
ment to  blockaders  and  besieging 
squadrons  than  had  been  effected  in 
any  former  war.  Their  devices  for 
obstructing  the  mouths  or  channels 
of  rivers  and  harbors  were  often 
unsurpassed  in  efficiency.  On  the^ 
ocean,  however,  they  were  hampered 
by  the  fact  that  the  Southrons  are 
neither  a  ship-building  nor  a  sea-fiur- 
ing  people ;  that,  while  they  had  long 
afforded  the  material  for  a  large  and 
lucrative  commerce,  they  had  neither 
built,  nor  ovmed,  nor  manned,  many 
vessds.  They  would,  therefore,  have 
been  able  to  make  no  figure  at  all 
out  of  sight  of  their  own  coast,  but 
for  the  facilities  afforded  them  by 
British  sympathy  and  British  love  of 
gain,  evading  the  spirit  if  not  the 
strict  letter  of  international  maritime 
law.  Great  ship-building  firms  in 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow,  wherein 
members  of  Parliament  were  largely 
interested,  were  almost  constantly 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  strong, 
swift  stean^ships,  calculated  for  cor- 
sairs and  for  nothing  else;  each 
being,  when  completed,  in  spite  of  in- 
formation firom  our  consuls  and  pro- 
tests from  our  Minister,  allowed  to 
slip  out  of  port  under  one  pretext  or 
another,  and  make  for  some  preai> 
ranged  rendezvous,  where  a  merchant 
vessel  laden  with  Armstrong,  Whit- 
worth,  Blakely,  and  other  heavy  ri- 
fled guns  of  the  most  approved  pat- 
terns, with  small  arms,  ammunition, 
provisions,  &o,y  was  awaiting  her; 
and,  her  cargo  being  quickly  trans- 
ferred to  the  embryo  corsair,  a  crew 
was  made  up,  in  part  of  men  clan- 
destinely enlisted  for  the  service,  in 


part  of  such  as  liberal  pay ,  more  lib- 
eral promises,  and  the  csjci&rj  of 
officers,  could  induce  to  trander  their 
services  to  the  new  flag;  and  thus  the 
unarmed,  harmless  British  steamehip 
of  yesterday  was  transformed  into 
the  Confederate  cruiser  of  to-day: 
every  stick  of  her  British,  from  keel 
up  to  mast-head ;  her  rigging,  anna- 
ment,  and  stores,  British ;  her  crew 
mostly  British,  though  a  few  of  her 
higher  officers  were  not;  and,thQB 
planned  expressly  to  outran  any 
heavily  armed  vessel  and  ovjerpower 
any  other,  she  hoisted  the  Ckni&de- 
rate  flag  and  commenced  capturing, 
plundering,  burning,  and  sinking  oor 
merchant  vessels  wherever  she  ooidd 
fall  upon  them  unprotected  by  our 
navy:  every  British  port,  on  what- 
ever sea,  affording  her  not  only  Bbd- 
ter  and  hospitality,  but  the  fnllert 
and  freshest  information  with  regard 
to  her  predestined  prey  and  the  qnar- 
ter  wherein  it  could  be  clutched  with 
least  peril.  Shielded  from  the  treat- 
ment of  an  ordinary  pirate,  by  the 
Queen's  proclamation  of  neutrality, 
and  from  effective  pursuit  by  the  mar- 
itime law  which  forbids  the  stronger 
beUigerent  to  leave  a  neutral  harbor 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
weaker  shall  have  taken  his  depar- 
ture, though  the  latter  may  have 
dodged  in  just  out  of  range  of  the 
former,  afl;er  a  keen  chase  of  many 
hours — one  of  these  corsairs  was  able 
to  do  enormous  damage  to  our  com- 
merce with  almost  perfect  imponity; 
for,  by  the  time  her  devastations  is 
one  sea  had  been  repoij^d  to  our 
nearest  naval  commander,  she  wonla 
be  a  thousand  miles  away  (but  in 
what  direction  none  could  go^h 
lighting  up  another  coast  or  strait 
with  the  glare  of  her  conflagraticHiS' 
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If  it  be  gravely  held  that  Great  Bri- 
tain was  nowise  responsible  for  the 
ravages  of  these  marauders,  then  it 
must  be  confessed  that  the  letter  of 
existing  intemationaJ  law  does  no 
justice  to  its  spirit  and  purpose,  but 
stands  in  need  of  prompt  and  thor- 
ough revision. 


The  career  of  the  Sumter,  Capt 
Eaphael  Semmes,  came  to  an  early 
and  inglorious  end,  as  has  already 
been  narrated/  But  another  and  su- 
perior cruiser  was  promptly  con- 
structed at  Birkenhead  to  replace 
her;  which  our  Embassador,  Hon. 
Charles  F.  Adams,  tried  earnestly, 
but  in  vain,  to  have  seized  and  de- 
tained at  the  outset  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  Escaping  from 
Liverpool  under  the  name  of  Oreto^ 
she  was  twice  seized  at  Nassau,  but 
to  no  purpose :  that  island  being  the 
focus  of  blockade-running,  and,  of 
course,  violently  sympathetic  with  the 
Hebellion — as  was,  in  fact,  nearly 
every  officer  in  the  British  naval  or 
military  service.  Released  from  du- 
ress, she  put  to  sea,  and  soon  appeared 
as  a  British  ship  of  war  off  the  har- 
bor of  Mobile,  then  blockaded  by 
Com'r  Geo.  H.  Preble,  who  hesitated 
to  fire  on  her  lest  she  should  be  what 
she  seemed;  and  in  a  few  mmutes 
she  had  passed  him,  and  run  up  to 
Mobile,  showing  herself  the  Bebel 
corsair  she  actually  was.  Preble  was 
promptly  dismissed  from  the  service 
— ^an  act  of  justice  which  needed  but 
a  few  repetitions  to  have,  prevented 
such  mistakes  in  future.  Running 
out*  again  under  cover  of  darkness, 
the  Oreto,  now  commanded  by  John 
N.  Maffitt,'  became  the  Florida,  there- 


after vicing  with  her  consort,  the 
Alabama — a  new  British  vessel  hence- 
forth commanded  by  Semmes — and 
with  other  such  from  time  to  time 
fitted  out,  in  their  predatory  career. 
Each  of  these  habitually  approached 
her  intended  prey  under  her  proper 
(British)  colors,  but  hoisted  the  Con- 
federate so  soon  as  the  prize  was  se- 
curely within  her  grasp.  Occasion- 
ally, a  vessel  of  little  value  was  re- 
leased on  condition  of  taking  to  port 
the  crews  of  several  of  the  most 
recently  burned ;  a  few  were  bonded, 
mainly  because  they  carried  British 
cargoes  or  were  insured  in  British 
offices ;  but  the  great  majority  were 
simply  robbed  of  their  money,  food, 
Ac,  and  burnt.  Among  those  bond- 
ed by  the  Alabama  was  the  steam- 
ship Ariel,*  on  her  way  from  New 
York  to  Aspinwall,  with  the  Califor- 
nia passengers  and  freight ;  but  the 
$250,000  which  was  to  have  been  her 
ransom,  being  expressly  "  payable  six 
months  after  the  recognition  [by  the 
United  States]  of  the  independence 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy,''  has 
not  yet  fallen  due.  Such  was  the 
just  alarm  caused  by  this  capture, 
while  several  National  vessels  were 
anxiously  looking  for  the  Alabama, 
that  the  Ariel  dared  not  bring  the 
specie  from  California  that  met  her 
at  Aspinwall,  but  left  it  there,  imtil 
a  gunboat  was  sent  for  it  by  the 
Government;  and  the  specie  con- 
tinued to  be  so  transmitted  for  some 
months  thereafter. 

The  merchant  ships  captured  and 
destroyed  by  these  freebooters  were 
hundreds  in  number,  and  the  value 
of  vessels  and  cargoes  amounted  to 
many  scores  of  millions  of  dollars. 


"  Vol.  I.,  pp.  602-3.  «Dea  2"?,  1862. 

*0f  Texas:  son  of  a  once  noted  Methodist 


clergyman  of  like  name,  who  was  Irish  by  birth, 
and  n  noted  pnlpit  orator.       ^Noy.  18,  1862. 
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But  the  damage  thus  inflicted  was 
not  limited  to  this  destruction — ^fer 
from  it.  The  paralysis  of  commerce 
— the  transfer  (at  a  sacrifice)  of  hun- 
dreds of  valuable  ships  to  British 
owners  (real  or  simulated)  in  order 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  keep 
the  seas  with  impunity — ^with  the 
waste  of  money  and  service  involved 
in  sending  many  costly  and  Ibnmda- 
Ue  steamships  to  every  ocean  and 
almost  every  port  in  quest  of  some 
corsair^  which  was  plundering  and 
burning,  perhaps  on  one  side  of  a 
petty  island,  while  the  YanderbiH  or 
Tuscarora  was  vainly  seeking  it  on 
the  other — which  was  sure  to  be 
wywhere  but  where  it  was  awaited 
or  sought — and  which  would  drop 
ii^ito  the  neutral  harbor  whither  its 
pursuer  had  repaired  for  coal,  or 
food,  or  information,  and  lie  there  by 
his  side,  beardiiig  him  with  impunity; 
taking  its  own  time  to  depart  in 
peace  and  safety,  because  no  pursuit 
was  allowed  for  the  next  24  hours — 
such  are  the  bare  outlines  of  a  system 
of  maritime  injury  and  annoyance 
which  for  years  sickened  the  hearts 
of  stanch  upholders  of  the  Union. 
That  the  officers  of  the  Alabama, 
Florida,  Oeorgia,  and  their  confreres, 
were  greeted  in  every  British  port 
with  shouts  and  acclamations,  recep- 
tions and  dinners,  as  though  tiiey 
had  been  avowed  Britons  engaged  in 
honorable  war&re  with  their  coun- 
try's deadly  foe,  was  observed  by 
loyal  Americans  with  a  stinging  con- 
sciousness of  the  hoUowness  and 
fraud  of  British  neutrality  which  will 
not  soon  be  effaced.  And,  when 
every  remonstarance  made  by  our 
Government  or  its  representative 
against  the  favor  shown  to  these  pri- 


vateers, not  only  in  tiieir  constrac- 
tion,  but  throughout  their  subsequent 
career,  was  treated  as  though  we  had 
asked  Great  Britain  to  aid  us  against 
the  Confederates,  when  we  had  only 
required  that  she  cease  to  aid  unwar- 
rantably our  domestic  foes,  the  popu- 
lar sense  of  dishonesty  and  wrong 
was  with  difficulty  restrained  from 
expressing  i^lf  in  deeds  rather  than 

words.  

Early  ia  May,  1863,  the  Florida, 
while  do^gij^g  our  gunboats  among 
the  innumerable  straits  and  passages 
surrounding  the  several  West  Indies, 
captured  the  brig  Clarence,  which 
was  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  and  pro- 
vided with  a  crew,  under  Lt.  C.  V. 
E^,  late  a  mid^pman  in  oar  na- 
vy. This  new  buccaneer  immediate- 
ly steered  northward,  and,  sweeping 
up  our  southern  coast,  captured  some 
valuable  prizes;  among  them,  when 
near  Cape  Henry,  the  bark  Tacony,* 
to  which  Bead  transferred  his  men, 
and  stood  <m  up  the  coast ;  passing 
alcHQg  off  the  mouths  of  the  Cheea- 
peake,  Delaware,  New  York,  and 
Massachusetts  bays,  seizing  and  de- 
stroying merchant  and  fishing  ves- 
sels utterly  unsui^icious  of  danger; 
until,  at  length,  learning  that  swift 
cruisers  w^e  on  his  track,  he  burned 
the  Tacony  (in  which  he  would  have 
been  easily  recognized),  and  in  the 
prize  schooner  Arch^,  to  whidi  he 
had  transferred  his  armament  and 
crew,  stood  boldly  in  for  the  harbor 
of  Portland;  casting  andiior  at  son- 
set*  at  its  entrance,  and  sending  at 
midnight  two  fiined  bo^B  with  muf- 
fled oars  up  nearly  to  the  city,  to 
seize  the  steam  revenue  cutter  Cudi- 
ing  and  bring  her  out  for  his  future 
use.    This  was  done ;  but,  no  sooner 


*  June  12,  1863. 


'June  24. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CAPTURE    OF    THB    FLORIDA    IN    BAHIA    HARBOR.' 


646 


liad  the  Gushing  left,  tinder  her  new 
masters,  than  she  was  missed,  and 
two  merchant  steamers  were  armed 
and  manned  (by  volunteers)  and  start- 
ed after  her.  She  was  soon  over- 
hauled, and,  having  no  ffuns  to  cope 
with  her  armament,  me  pursuers 
were  about  to  board,  when  her  ciq^ 
tors  took  to  their  boats,  firing  half-a- 
dozen  shots  at  her  and  blowing  her 
up.  The  Portland  boys  kept  on  till 
they  captured  first  the  boats,  then 
the  Archer,  towed  them  up  to  their 
city  in  triumph,  and  lodged  Read  and 
his  fireebooters  snugly  in  prison. 

The  merchant  steamer  Chesapeake, 
plying  betwcCTi  New  York  and  Port- 
land, was  seized*  by  16  of  her  pas- 
sengers, who,  suddenly  producing 
arms,  proclaimed  themselves  Con- 
federates, and  demanded  her  surren- 
der ;  seizing  the  captain  and  putting 
him  in  irons,  wounding  the  mate, 
and  killing  and  throwing  overboard 
one  of  the  engineers.  After  a  time, 
they  set  the  crew  and  passengers 
ashore  in  a  boat,  and,  putting  the 
steamer  on  an  easterly  course,  ran 
her  into  Sambro  harbor,  Nova  Scotia, 
where  she  was  seized*  by  the  Union 
gunboat  Ella  and  Anna,  taken,  with 
a  portion  of  her  crew,  to  Halifax,  and 
handed  over  to  the  civil  authorities. 
The  prisoners  were  here  rescued  by  a 
mob;  but  the  steamboat  was  soon, 
by  a  judicial  decision,  restored  to  her 
owners. 

During  1864,  in  addition  to  those 
already  at  work,  three  new  British- 
Confederate  corsairs,  named  the  Tal- 
lahassee, Olustee,  and  Chickamauga, 
were  set  afloat;  adding  immensely 
to  the  ravages  of  their  elder  brethren. 
Up  to  the  beginning  of  this  year,  it 
was  computed  that  our  direct  losses 


by  Rebel  captures  were  193  ves* 
sels;  valued,  with  their  cargoes,  at 
$13,455,000.  AU  but  17  of  these 
vessels  were  burned.  But  now  the 
Tallahassee,  in  August,  swept  along 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  loyal  States, 
destroying  in  ten  days  .83  vessels; 
while  the  Chickamauga,  in  a  short 
cruise,  humed  vessels  valued  in  all  at 
$500,000.  The  Florida  likewise  dart- 
ed along  our  coast,  doing  great  dam- 
age there  and  tiiereaft^ ;  finally 
running  into  the  Brazilian  port  of 
Bahia;*  having  just  captured  and 
burnt  the  bark  Mondamon  off  that 
port.  Here  she  met  the  U.  S.  steamer 
Wachusett,  Capt.  Collins,  and  came 
to  anchor,  as  a  precaution,  in  the 
midst  of  the  Brazilian  fleet  and  di- 
rectly under  the  gtms  of  the  principal 
fort ;  and  here,  after  ascertaining  that 
he  could  not  provoke  her  to  fighl 
him  outside  the  harbor,  Capt.  Collins 
bore  down  upon  her,  at  8.  a.  m.,** 
while  part  of  her  crew  were  ashore ; 
running  at  her  under  a  ftiU  head  of 
steam  with  intent  to  crush  in  her 
side  and  sink  her;  but, not  striking 
her  fairly,  he  only  damaged,  but  did 
not  cripple  her.  A  few  small-arm 
shots  were  fired  on  either  side,  but  at 
random,  and  without  effect.  Capt. 
Collins  now  demanded  her  surrender, 
with  which  the  lieutenant  in  cwn- 
mand — (Capt.  Morris,  with  half  his 
crew,  being  ashore) — taken  complete- 
ly by  surprise  and  at  disadvantage-^ 
had  no  choice  but  to  comply.  In  an 
instant,  the  Florida  was  boarded 
from  the  Wachusett,  a  hawser  made 
fast  to  her,  and  the  captor,  crowding 
all  steam,  put  out  to  sea ;  making  no 
reply  to  a  challenge  from  the  Brazi- 
lian fleet,  and  unharmed  by  three 
shots  fired  at  her  from  the  fort ;  all 


^Dec.  6,  1863. 


•Deals. 


•Oct  6,  1864. 
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which  passed  over  her.  The  Brazi- 
lian naval  commander  tried  to  chase ; 
but  was  not  fast  enough,  and  soon 
desisted.  The  Wachusett  and  her 
prize  soon  appeared  in  Hampton 
roads ;  where  the  latter  was  sunk  by 
a  collision  a  few  days  afterward. 

There  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt 
that,  if  the  Florida  was  a  fair,  honest 
vessel,  her  capture  was  a  foul  one. 
Our  consul  at  Bahia,  Mr.  T.  F.  Wil- 
son,  had  seasonably  protested  against 
the  hospitality  accorded  to  her  in  that 
port,  but  without  effect.  As  he  was 
known  to  be  implicated  in  the  cap- 
ture, his  official  recognition  as  consul 
was  revoked.  On  a  representation 
of  the  case  by  the  Brazilian  Minister, 
Gov.  Seward,  in  behalf  of  President 
Lincoln,  disavowed  the  acts  of  Col- 
lins and  Wilson,  dismissed  the  latter 
from  office,  suspended  the  former 
from  command,  and  ordered  him  to 
answer  for  his  act  before  a  court- 
martiaL  He  further  announced  that 
the  persons  captured  on  board  the 
Florida  should  be  set  at  liberty.  But 
he  took  care  to  place  this  reparation 
wholly  on  the  ground  of  the  unlaw- 
ftOness  of  any  unauthorized  exercise 
of  force  by  tms  country  within  a  Bra- 
zilian ^arbor — no  matter  «f  against 
a  conceded  pirate — saying : 

"The  Government  disallows  your  as- 
sumption that  the  insurgents  of  this  country 
are  a  lawful  naval  helligerent ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  maintains  that  the  ascription  of 
that  character  hy  the  Government  of  Brazil 
to  insurgent  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  hitherto  heen,  and  who  still  are, 
destitute  of  naval  forces,  ports,  and  courts,  is 
an  act  of  intervention,  in  derogation  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  unfHendly  and  wrong- 
ftil,  as  it  is  manifestly  injurious,  to  the 
United  States. 

"So,  also,  this  Government  disallows 
jour  assumption  that  the  Florida  belonged 
to  the  aforementioned  insurgents,  and  main- 
tains, on  the  contrary,  that  that  vessel,  like 


the  Alabama,  was  a  pirate,  belonging  to  no 
nation  or  lawful  belligerent,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  harboring  and  supplying  of  these 
piratical  ships  and  their  crews  in  Brazilian 
ports  were  wrongs  and  injuries  for  which 
Brazil  justly  owes  reparation  to  the  United 
States,  as  ample  as  the  reparation  which 
she  now  receives  from  them.  They  hope 
and  confidently  expect  this  reciprocity  in 
good  time,  to  restore  the  harmony  and 
friendship  which  are  so  essential  to  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  two  countries." 

The  Georgia  was  a  Glasgow-built 
iron  steamboat,  which  had  left  Green- 
ock, as  the  Japan,  in  April,  1863; 
receiving  her  armament  when  oflf  the 
coast  of  France,  and  at  once  getting 
to  work  as  a  beast  of  prey.  Having 
destroyed  a  number  of  large  and  vain- 
able  merchant  ships,  she  pat  in  at 
Cherbourg,  and  afterward  at  Bour- 
deaux;  whence  she  slipped  over  to 
England,  and  was  sold  (as  was  said) 
to  a  Liverpool  merchant  for  £15,000. 
She  now  set  out  for  Lisbon,  having 
been  chartered,  it  was  given  out,  by 
the  Portuguese  Government ;  bnt, 
when  20  miles  from  her  port  of  des- 
tination, she  was  stopped  "  by  the  XT,  S. 
steam-frigate  Niagara,  Capt.  Crav^ 
who  made  her  his  prize;  returning 
with  her  directly  to  England,  and 
landing  her  captain  and  crew  at  Do- 
ver. Her  seizure  provoked  some 
newspaper  discussion,  but  its  right- 
fulness was  not  ofBcially  qu^tioned. 

The  Alabama  had  already  come  to 
grief.  After  a  long  and  prosperous 
cruise  in  the  South  Atlantic  and  In- 
dian oceans,  she  had  returned  to 
European  waters,  taking  refuge  in 
the  French  port  of  Cherbourg ;  when 
the  IT.  S.  gunboat  Keabsabos,"  which 
was  lying  in  the  Dutch  harbor  of 
Flushing,  being  notified  by  telegraph, 
came  around  at  once  to  look  after 
her.  Semmes,  however,  seems  to 
have  been  quite  ready  for  the  en- 


"Aug.  16. 


"  So  named  after  a  mountain  in  New  Hampehire. 
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counter;  as  he  dispatched"  to  Capt. 
Winslow  a  request  that  he  woidd  not 
leave,  as  he  (Semmes)  purposed  to 
fight  him.  Winslow  was  glad  to  find 
their  views  so  accordant,  and  was 
careful  to  heed  Senimes's  reasonable, 
courteous  request. 

The  two  vessels  were  very  fairly 
matched:  their  dimensions  and  ar- 
maments being  respectively  as  fol- 
lows : 

Alabama.    Ksamaxob. 
820  feet        814ifeet. 
210  **  198*   ** 

82  **  88     ** 

Depth..  ............  17  "  16     * 

Horse- power,  two  engines  of  800  eaoli.      400  h.powei; 

Tonnage I,l.'i0  1,080 

ArmametU  qfths  Alabama— One  7-lnoh  Blakely  rifle, 
one  8-inch  smooth-bore  6S-pounder,  elx  89-poQnder8. 

Armament  of  the  Kearearg^—Tmo  11-inch  tmooth- 
bore  gnna,  one  80-pounder  rifle,  fuar  82-poiinder8. 

KoTB.— The  Kearsarge  naed  bat  5  gana;  the  Alabama  7. 
The  Kearaarge  had  108  oifloers  and  men ;  the  Alabama 
about ISa 

Having  made  aU  imaginable  pre- 
parations in  a  fidendly  port,  where 
he  was  surrounded  by  British  as  well 
as  French  sympathizers,  Senmies — 
having  first  providently  deposited  on 
shore  his  chest  of  coin,  his  62  cap- 
tured chronometers,  the  relics  of  so 
many  burned  merchantmen — at  his 
own  chosen  time, "  steamed  out  of  the 
barbor,  followed  by  his  British  ftiend 
ILancaster  in  his  steam-yacht  Deer- 
hound,  and  made  for  the  Kearsaige, 
-which  was  quietly  expecting  but  not 
hurrying  him,  seven  miles  outside. 
"When  still  more  than  a  mile  distant, 
the  Alabama  gave  tongue;  firing 
three  broadsides  before  the  Eearsarge 
opened  in  reply.  Winslow  endeav- 
ored  to  close  and  board:  but  his 
cautious  adversary  sheered  oif  and 
steamed  ahead,  firing  rapidly  and 
•wildly;  while  the  Eearsarge,  moving 
parallel  with  her,  fired  slowly  and 
-with  deliberate  aim.  The  badness 
of  the  Alabama's  practice  was  nota- 
ble from  the  fact  that  h^  British  gun- 


ners had  been  trained  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Excellent  in  Ports- 
mouth harbor.  Several  had  recently- 
come  on  board,  as  if  on  purpose  to 
take  part  in  the  expected  fight. 

Firing  and  steaming  on,  the  com- 
batants described  seven  circles;  the 
Eearsarge  steadily  closing,  and  having 
diminished,  by  fully  half,  the  distance 
at  which  the  Alabama  opened  fire ; 
when,  after  a  mutual  cannonade  of 
an  hour,  the  Eearsarge,  at  12^  p.  m., 
was  just  in  position  to  fire  grape, 
and  her  adversary,  having  received 
several  11-inch  shells,  one  of  which 
disabled  a  gun  and  killed  or  wound- 
ed 18  men,  as  another,  entering  her 
coal-bunkers,  and  exploding,  had 
completely  blocked  up  the  engine- 
room,  compelling  her  to  resort  to 
sails,  while  large  holes  were  torn  in 
her  sides,  at  length  attempted  to 
make  for  the  protection  of  the  neutral 
shore ;  but  she  was  too  far  gone  to 
reach  it,  being  badly  crippled  and 
rapidly  fi[Qing  with  water.  Semmes 
and  his  crew  appear  to  have  had  an 
understanding  that  she  should  beat 
the  Eearsarge  or  sink  with  all  on 
board ;  but,  when  she  began  to  sink 
in  good  earnest,  he  hauled  down  his 
flag,  and«ent  a  boat  to  the  Eearsarge 
to  accelerate  their  rescue  from  the 
wreck  as  prisoners. 

Semmes,  in  his  letter  to  envoy  J. 

M.  Mason,  adds : — 

"  Although  we  were  now  but  400  yards 
from  each  other,  the  enemj  fired  upon  me 
fiye  times  after  mj  colors  had  been  struck. 
It  is  charitable  to  suppose  that  a  ship  of  war 
of  a  Ohristian  nation  could  not  have  done 
this  intentionally." 

Capt.  Winslow  does  not  "sup- 
pose," but  states,  as  follows : — 

"  I  saw  now  that  she  was  at  our  mercy; 
and  a  few  more  guns,  well  directed,  brought 
down  her  flag.    I  was  unable  to  ascertain 


"June  15, 1864. 


*  Sunday,  June  19, 10ii.lL 
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irliether  it  had  been  baaled  down  or  ahot 
away ;  bat,  a  white  flag  having  been  dis- 

Clayed  over  the  stern,  our  fire  was  reserved, 
'wo  minutes  had  not  more  than  elapsed  be- 
fore she  again  opened  on  ns  with  the  two  guns 
on  the  port  side.  This  drew  oar  fire  again ; 
and  the  Kearsarge  was  immediately  steamed 
ahead  and  laid  across  her  bows  for  raking. 
The  white  flag  was  still  flying,  and  oar  fire 
was  again  reserved.  Shortly  after  this,  her 
boats  were  seen  to  be  lowering,  and  an  offi- 
cer in  one  of  them  came  alongside,  and  in- 
formed us  that  the  ship  had  surrendered  and 
was  fast  sinking.  In  twenty  minutes  from 
this  time,  the  Alabama  went  down :  her 
mainmast,  which  had  been  shot,  breaking 
near  the  head  as  she  sunk,  and  her  bow 
rising  high  out  of  the  water  as  her  stem 
rapidly  settled." 

Lancaster — ^a  virtual  ally  and  swift 
witness  for  Semmes — ^who  was  close 
at  hand,  watching  every  motion  with 
intense  interest,  in  hh  log  of  the 
fight,  dispatched  to  The  Times  that 
evening,  when  he  arrived  in  his  yacht 
at  Cowes,  with  Semmes  and  such  of 
his  crew  as  he  had  snatched  &om  the 
water  and  their  captors — clearly  re- 
futes Semmes's  charge.    He  says : — 

'^  At  12,  a  slight  intermission  was  observed 
in  the  Alabamans  firing ;  the  Alabama  ma- 
king head-sail,  and  shaping  her  coarse  for 
the  land,  distant  about  nine  miles. 

'*At  12:80,  observed  the  Alabama  to  be 
disabled  and  in  a  sinking  state.  We  imme- 
diately made  toward  her,  and,  in  passing 
the  Kearsarge,  were  requested  to  aeeist  in 
9cmng  the  Alaibama^e  crew, 

^'At  12:50,  when  within  a  distance  of 
200  yards,  the  Alabama  sunk.  We  then 
lowered  our  two  boats,  and,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  Alabama's  whale-boat  and  dingy, 
succeeded  in  saving  about  40  men,  including 
Gapt.  Semmes  and  18  officers.  At  1  p.  u., 
we  steered  for  Southampton.** 


The  Alabama  had  9  kffled  and  21 
wounded,  including  Semmes  himself 
slightly.  Two  of  the  wounded  were 
drowned  before  they  could  be  res- 
cued. 

The  Kearsarge  had  three  men  badlj 
wounded,  one  of  them  mortally;'* 
but  neither  would  go  below  to  be 
treated  till  the  victory  was  won. 

The  triumph  of  the  Kearsarge  is 
doubtless  in  part  due  to  the  superior 
effectiveness  of  her  two  11-inch  guns, 
but  in  good  part  also  to  the  cool  de- 
liberation and  excellent  aim  of  her 
gunners.  As  to  her  being  iron-ckd, 
this  is  Semmes's  story : 

"  At  the  end  of  the  engagement,  it  was 
discovered,  by  those  of  our  officers  who 
went  alongside  the  enemy's  ship,  with  tho 
wounded,  that  her  midship  section  on  both 
sides  was  thoroughly  iron-eoated;  this  hav- 
ing been  d<»ie  with  chain  constructed  for 
the  purpose,  placed  perpendicularly  firom 
the  rail  to  the  water's  edge,  the  whole  cov- 
ered over  by  a  thin  outer  planking,  which 
gave  no  indication  of  the  armor  beneath. 

^'  This  planking  had  been  ripped  off  in 
every  direction  by  our  shot  and  shell,  the 
chain  broken  and  indented  in  many  phu^s, 
and  forced  partly  into  the  ship's  side.  She 
was  most  effectually  guarded,  however,  in 
this  section,  from  penetration.'* 

Now  let  us  hear  Capt.  "Winslow  on 
this  point : 

"The  Alabama  had  been  five  days  in 
preparation.  She  had  taken  in  850  tons  of 
coat,  which  brought  her  down  in  the  water. 
The  Kearsarge  had  only  120  tons  in;  bat, 
as  an  offset  to  this,  her  eheet-ehaim  ^ure 
stowed  outeidOf  stopped  up  and  down,  as  an 
additional  preventive  and  protection  to  her 
more  empty  bunkers." 


'^Thia  hero,  William  Gk>win,  of  Michigan, 
must  not  fade  fhxn  his  country's  memory.  Sur- 
geon J.  M.  Browne  reports  that,  being  strudc 
quite  early  in  the  action,  by  a  fhigment  of  shell, 
which  badly  shattered  his  leg  near  the  knee- 
joint,  €k>win  refused  assistance,  oonoealed  the 
extent  of  his  injury,  and  dragged  himself  from 
the  after  pivot-gun  to  the  fore-hatch,  unwilling 
to  take  any  one  from  his  station.  During  the 
progress  of  the  action,  he  comforted  his  suffering 
comrades  by  assusing  them  that  ''Victory  Is 
oorsl"    Whenever  the  guns'  crews  cheered  at 


the  sucoessfVd  effect  of  their  shot,  Gk>wiii  wsved 
his  hand  over  his  head  and  Joined  in  the  shout 
When  brought  at  length  to  the  Surgeoo,  he  ^ 
peered  with  a  smile  on  his  face,  though  luffe^ 
ing  acutely  firom  his  injury.  He  said,  "  It  iB  all 
right,  and  I  am  satisfied;  for  we  are  whipping 
the  Alabama;"  adding,  "1  willingly  will  lose 
my  leg  or  Hi)),  if  it  ia  necessary.**  In  the  hos- 
pital, he  was  calmly  resigned  to  hia  fete,  repeat- 
ing again  and  again  his  willingness  to  die,  sinoe 
his  ship  had  won  a  glorious  victory.  His  coun- 
try owes  a  monument  to  William  Gowin. 
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The  London  Daily  News  says  : 

'^The  Eearsarge  is  spokeii  of  as  being 
iron-dad ;  she  was  no  more  iron-clad  than 
^e  Alabama  might  have  been,  had  they 
taken  the  precaution.  She  simply  had  a 
donble  row  of  chains  hanging  over  her 
sides  to  protect  her  machinery.  Two  shots 
fh>m  the  Alabama  struck  these  chidns,  and 
fell  harmlessly  into  the  water." 

Of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  65 

were  picked  up  bj  the  Kearsarge  as 

prisoners ;  while  Capt.  Senimes  and 

his  officers  and  men  who  were  picked 

up  and  carried  off  by  Lancaster,  with 

a  few  picked  np  by  a  French  vessel 

in  attendance,  were  also  claimed  as 

rightful  prisoners  of  war ;  but  they 

denied  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 

were  not  surrendered. 


The  steady  increase  of  our  naval 
force,  and  our  successful  combined 
operations  in  Pamlico  and  Albemarle 
sounds ;  before  Charleston,  Savannah, 
and  among  the  Sea  Islands ;  up  the 
mouths  of  the  Mississippi ;  along  the 
coasts  of  Florida ;  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  had  gradually 
closed  up  the  harb<»«  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, until,  by  the  Spring  of  1864, 
their  blockade-runners  were  substan- 
tially restricted  to  a  choice  of  two 
ports — ^Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  Mo- 
bile— ^where  the  character  of  the  ap- 
proaches and  the  formidable  forts 
that  still  forbade  access  by  our  block- 
aders  to  the  entrance  of  tiieir  respec- 
tive harbors,  stiU  enabled  skillfhlly- 
piloted  steamers,  carefully  built  in 
British  yards  expressly  for  this  ser- 
vice, to  steal  in  and  out  on  moonless, 
clouded,  or  foggy  nights ;  not  with- 
out risk  and  occasional  loss,  but  with 
reasonable  impunity.  To  close  these 
eyes  of  the  KebeUion  was  now  the 
care  of  the  Kavy  Department ;  and 
it  was  resolved  to  commence  with 


Mobile — ^the  double  entrance  to  whose 
spacious  bay  was  defended  by  Forts 
Moi^an  and  Powell  on  either  hand, 
and  by  Fort  Gaines  on  Dauphine  in- 
land, which  separates  Grant's  pass 
from  the  main  channel.  Beside  the 
heavy  guns  and  large  garrisons  of 
these  forts,  there  was  a  considerable 
fleet,  commanded  by  Franklin  Bu^ 
chanan,  sole  Bebel  Admiral,  and  for- 
merly a  captain  in  our  Navy,  whose 
iron-clad  Tennessee,  209  feet  long, 
48  feet  beam,  with  timber  sides  8  feet 
thick,  doubly  plated  with  2-inch  iron, 
fitted  with  tower,  beak  and  overhang, 
and  mounting  two  7-inch  and  four 
6-inch  rifled  guns,  throwing  projec- 
tiles respectively  of  110  and  95  pounds, 
propelled  by  two  engines  and  foui^ 
boilers,  was  probably  as  effective  a 
craft  for  harbor  defense  as  fleet  ever 
yet  encountered.  Her  three  consorts 
were  ordinary  gunboats  of  no  parti- 
cular force ;  but  when  to  these  forts 
and  vessels  are  added  the  vague  ter- 
rors and  real  dangers  of  torpedoes^ 
carefully  constructed  and  planted  in 
a  channel  where  it  is  scarcely  possible 
for  attacking  vessels  to  avoid  them, 
it  must  be  felt  that  the  fleet,  however 
strong,  which  defies  and  assails  them, 
can  only  hope  to  succeed  by  the 
rarest  exhibitions  alike  of  skiU  and 
courage.  Ten  years  had  not  elapsed 
since  the  inunense  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain,  wielded  by  a  Napier, 
recoiled  before  the  defenses  of  (>on- 
stadt;  while  no  attempt  was  made 
on  the  fortifications  of  Odessa. 

The  fleet  which  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut  led  "  to  force  its  way  into  the 
bay  of  Mobile  was  composed  of  4 
iron-clads  and  14  wooden  ships-of- 
war  or  gunboats,  as  follows : 


*Aiig.6,  18M. 
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Hartford  (flag-ship),  Capt  P.  Drayton ; 
Brooklyn,  Capt  James  Alden ; 
Metacomet,  Lt-ComV  J.  E.  Joaett; 
Ootorara,  Lt-ComV  0.  H.  Green ; 
Riohmond,  Capt.  T.  A.  Jenkins; 
Lackawanna,  Capt  J.  B.  Marohand ; 
Monongahela,  Corner  J.  H.  Strong ; 
Oaapee,  Com'r  W.  E.  Leroy ; 
Oneida,  Com'r  J.  R.  M.  MuUany; 
Port  Royal,  Lt-Com'r  B.  Gherardi; 
Seminole,  ComV  K  Donaldson ; 
Kennebec,  Lt-ComV  W.  P.  McCann; 
Itasca,  Lt-Oom'r  George  Brown ; 
Galena,  Lt-Com'r  C.  H.  Wells; 

*  Tecnmseh,  Com'r  T.  A.  M.  Craven; 

*  Manhattan,  Com'r  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson; 

*  Winnebago,  Com'r  T.  H.  Stevens; 

*  Chickasaw,  Lt.-Com'r  T.  H.  Perkins. 

*  Iron-clAdiL 

(Jen.  Canby  had  sent  from  New 
Orleans  G^n.  Gk>rdon  Granger,  with 
a  cooperating  land  force,  perhaps 
5,000  strong,  which  had  debarked  on 
Danphine  island,  but  which  could  be 
of  no  service  for  the  present ;  and  did 
not  attempt  to  be.  Pollard  says  that 
our  fleet  carried  200  guns  with  2,800 
men. 

Thursday,  August  4,  had  been 
fixed  on  for  the  perilous  undertak- 
ing ;  but,  though  the  troops  were  on 
hand,  the  Tecumseh  had  not  arrived ; 
and — ^in  contempt  for  the  nautical 
superstition  touching  Friday — the 
attack  was  postponed  to  next  morn- 
ing ;  when,  at  5f  o'clock,  the  wood- 
en ships  steamed  up,  lashed  together 
in  couples ;  the  Brooklyn  and  Octo- 
rara  leading,  followed  by  the  Hart- 
ford and  Metacomet ;  the  iron-clads 
having  already  passed  the  bar,  and 
now  advancing  in  line  on  the  right, 
or  between  the  fleet  and  Fort  Mor- 
gan. TheTecum8eh,leading,at6:47, 
opened  fire  on  Fort  Morgan,  still  a 
mile  distant,  which  responded  at 
7H)6 ;  and  forthwith,  every  gun,that 
oould  be  brought  to  bear  on  either 
side  awoke  the  echoes  of  the  startled 
bay. 

The  Brooklyn,  when  directly  un- 


der the  guns  of  the  fort — ^which,  dis- 
regarding the  iron-clads,  were  trained 
especially  on  the  Hartford  and  her, 
while  their  progress  was  retarded  by 
the  slowness  of  the  monitors — ^had 
just  opened  on  the  fort  with  grape, 
driving  its  gunners  from  its  more  ex- 
posed batteries,  when  the  Tecumseh^ 
then  800  yards  ahead  of  her,  struck 
a  torpedo  which,  exploding  directly 
under  her  turret,  tore  a  chasm  in  her 
bottom,  through  which  the  water 
poured  in  a  flood,  sinking  her  almost 
instantly,  and  carrying  down  Com'r 
Craven  and  nearly  all  his  officers  and 
crew.  Out  of  180,  but  17  were  saved ; 
part  in  one  of  her  own  boats  and  part 
by  a  boat  sent,  by  Farragut's  order, 
from  the  Metacomet,  under  a  terrible 
fire. 

Farragut  had  reluctantly  consent- 
ed to  let  the  Brooklyn  lead  the  wood- 
en fleet,  because  of  her  four  chase- 
guns  specially  adapted  to  the  work 
in  hand,  and  because  she  had  a  pe- 
culiarly ingenious  contrivance  for 
picking  up  torpedoes.  ^'  Exposure  is 
one  of  the  penalties  of  rank  in  the 
navy,^'  is  his  characteristic  observa- 
tion ;  in  accordance  with  which,  he 
had  stationed  himself  in  the  Hart- 
ford's main-top,  as  the  point  whence 
every  thing  that  transpired  could 
best  be  observed ;  and  the  strong  pre- 
Bumpticm  that  the  Bebel  fire  would 
be  concentrated  on  the  fiag-ship  ren* 
dered  him  specially  anxious  that  she 
should  be  accorded  the  post  of  pre- 
eminent peril  and  honor.  Overruled 
at  the  outset,  Farragut,  when  the 
Brooklyn  very  naturally  recoiled  at 
the  spectacle  of  the  Tecumseh's  de- 
struction, directed  Drayton  to  go 
ahead,  foBowed  by  the  rest,  in  tibe 
frill  belief  that  several  must  pay  the 
penalty  of  heroism  just  exacted  of 
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the  Tecnmseh.  But  no  more  torpe- 
does were  encoimt»*ed ;  while  the 
fire  of  the  fort,  now  checked  by  the 
grape  of  our  shipB,  became  comparar 
tirely  harmloBB,  from  the  moment 
that  he  had  fiedrly  paeaed  its  front. 

The  Bebel  fleet  had  opened  fire 
directly  after  the  fort ;  and  the  T^i- 
nesBee,  at  7:50,  mdied  at  the  Hart- 
fi»d,  which  simply  returned  h&t  fire 
imd  kept  on.  The  three  Rebel  gon- 
boats,  still  ahead,  ponred  their  i^ote 
into  the  Hartford ;  the  Sehna  getting 
i^  raking  fire  on  her,  which  she  oould 
not  return.  Farragnt,  therefore,  at 
8:02,  ordered  the  Metacomet  to  cast 
off  and  close  with  the  Selma ;  which 
she  captured,  after  an  honFa  fight : 
the  Selma^s  captain,  P.  K.  Mnrphy, 
with  9  others,  being  wonnded ;  her 
laent  Comstock,  with  6  more,  being 
killed.  She  had  4t  great  pivot  gnns 
and  94  men.  The  Morgan  and 
Gaines  now  took  refnge  nnder  the 
gnns  of  the  fort ;  where  the  Gaines, 
badly  crippled,  was  run  ashore  and 
burned.  The  Morgan  escaped,  and 
ran  np  to  Mobile  nnder  cover  of  the 
ensning  night. 

Farragut  now  supposed  the  fight 
over,  and  had  ord^ed  most  of  his 
vessels  to  anchor ;  but  he  was  nnde- 
oeived  when  the  Tennessee^  at  8:46, 
stood  bravely  down  the  bay,  and, 
trusting  to  her  invulnerability  to 
shot,  made  for  onr  flag-ship^  resolved 
to  run  her  down.  At  once^  our  iron- 
dads  and  stronger  wooden  ships  were 
fflgnaled  to  close  in  npon  and  destroy 
her;  our  fire^  save  of  the  very  largest 
guns,  seeming  scarcely  to  annoy  her. 
The  Monongahela  gave  her  the 
first  blow;  rushing  at  her  at  fall 
speed,  striking  her  sqnare  in  the  side, 
and,  swinging  around,  pouring  into 
her,  when  but  a  fisw  feet  distant,  a 


broadside  of  solid  11-inch  shot,  which 
seemed  to  have  much  the  same  effect 
on  her  that  a  musket-wad  or  pop-gun 
pellet  might  be  expected  to  produce 
on  a  buffalo's  skull.  Not  satisfied 
with  this,  Capt.  Jenkins  drew  off  and 
came  at  her  again,  with  the  net  result 
of  losing  his  own  beak  and  cut-water. 

The  Lackawanna  next  struck  the 
Sebel  monster  at  fiill  speed;  crushing 
in  hear  own  stem  to  the  plank-ends, 
but  only  giving  the  ram  a  heavy  list, 
without  doing  her  any  perceptible 
harm. 

The  Hartford  came  on  next ;  but 
her  blow  was  evaded  by  an  adroit 
motion  of  the  Tennessee's  hdm,  so 
tiiat  the  HarfcfcMd  m^^ely  hit  h^  on 
the  quarter  and  tapped  along  her 
side:  pouring  in  a  broadside  of 
104nch  shot,  at  a  distanoe  of  ten 
feet 

Our  monitors  had  now  crawled  up, 
firing  when  they  cotdd  do  so;  and 
the  Chickasaw  ran  nnder  her  stem ; 
while  the  Manhattan,  also  coming 
up  behind  her,  gave  her  a  solid 
15-inch  Ixdt,  which  struck  her  on  h^ 
port  quarter,  carrying  away  her  steer- 
ing-gear, and  breaking  square  throu^ 
h^  iron  plates  and  their  wooden 
backing,  but  doing  no  harm  inside. 

Farragut  had  ordered  Drayton  to 
strike  her  a  seccmd  blow;  and  he 
was  proceeding  to  do  so,  when  the 
Lackawanna,  already  badly  crippled^ 
in  attempting  to  ram  the  enemy  a 
seccmd  time,  came  in  collision  vnth 
the  flag-ship,  doing  her  considerable 
injury.  Botii  drew  ofi^  took  distance 
for  another  pass  at  her,  and  were 
coming  on  at  full  speedy  when  the 
Bebel  alligator,  sore  beset  fix>m  every 
side — ^her  smoke-stack  shot  away,  Yi&t 
steering-chains  gone,  several  of  her 
port-shutters  so  jammed  by  our  shot 
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that  tbey  cotQd  not  be  opened,  and  one 
of  them  battered  to  firagments,  with  the 
Chickasaw  boring  away  at  her  stem, 
and  four  other  great  veseels  ccHning 
at  her  full  speed — saw  that  the  fight 
was  fabrly  out  of  her,  with  no  chance 
of  escape,  and,  hanling  down  her 
flag,  ran  np  a  white  one,  just  in  time 
to  have  the  Ossipee  back  its  engine 
ere  it  struck  her ;  changing  its  heavy 
crash  into  a  harmless  glancing  blow. 
On  her  surrender.  Admiral  Bnchanan 
vas  found  severely  wounded,  .with  6 
of  his  crew ;  8  being  killed.  Of  pri- 
soners, we  took  190  with  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  90  with  the  Selma. 

Our  total  loss  in  this  desperate 
struggle  was  165  killed  (including 
the  113  who  went  down  in  the  Te- 
cumseh)  and  170  woimded :  the  Hart- 
ford having  25  killed,  28  wounded, 
and  the  Brooklyn  11  killed  and  43 
wounded.  The  Oneida  had  8  killed 
and  30  wonnded,  including  her  com- 
mander, MuUany,  who  lost  an  arm : 
most  of  them  being  scalded  by  the 
explosion,  at  7:50,  of  her  starboard 
boiler  by  a  7-inch  shell,  while  direct- 
ly nnder  the  fire  of  Fort  Morgan. 
fTearly  all  her  firemen  imd  coal- 
heavers  on  dnty  were  killed  or  dis- 
abled in  a  moment;  but,  though  an- 
other shell  at  that  instant  exploded 
in  her  cabin,  cntting  her  wheel-ropes, 
her  guns  were  loaded  and  fired,  even 
while  the  steam  was  escaping,  as  if 
they  had  been  practicing  at  a  target. 
The  Tennessee  passed  and  raked  her 
directly  afterward,  disabling  two  of 
her  guns.  A  shell,  in  exploding, 
having  started  a  fire  on  the  top  of 
her  magazine,  it  was  quietly  extin- 
guished; the  serving  ont  of  powder 
going  on  as  before. 

The  Eebel  fleet  was  no  more ;  bnt 


the  Bebel  fi[^*ta  were  intact.  Farr^ 
gut  sent  the  wounded  of  both  fleets 
to  Peasaoola  in  the  Metacomet,  and 
prepared  to  resnme  operations.  Dar- 
ing the  ensuing  night.  Fort  Powell 
was  evaeoated  and  blown  up,  so  fSur 
as  it  could  be;  but  the  guns  were 
left  to  fall  into  our  hands.  Fort 
Gaines  was  next  day  shelled  by  the 
iron-c^  Chickasaw,  with  such  effect 
that  OoL  Anderson,  commanding 
there,  next  morning  sued  for  condi* 
tions.  He  might  probably  have  held 
out  a  little  longer ;  but,  being  on  an 
island,  with  the  fleet  on  one  side  and 
Granger's  army  on  the  other,  there 
waa  not  a  possibility  of  relief  or  pro- 
tracted resistance.  At  9f  a.  h.,  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  were  raised  over 
the  fort,  and  Anderson  and  his  600 
men  were  prisoners  of  war. 

Gen.  Page,  commanding  in  Fort 
Morgan,  had  much  stronger  defenses, 
and  was  on  the  main  land,  where  he 
had  a  chance  of  relief;  at  the  worst, 
he  might  get  away,  while  Anderson 
could  not  He  tel^raphed  the  latter 
peremptorily,  "Hold  on  to  your 
fort  1"  and  his  representations  doubt- 
less did  mnch  to  excite  the  clamor 
raised  against  that  officer  throughout 
Dixie  as  a  coward  or  a  traitor.  But 
when  A^«tumcame — Granger's  troops 
having  been  promptly  transferred  to 
the  rear  of  Morgan,  invested  "  it,  and, 
aft;er  dne  preparation,  opened  fire" 
in  conjunction  with  the  fieet — ^Page 
held  out  one  day,  and  then  surren- 
dered at  discretion.  He  doubtless 
was  right  in  so  doing ;  since — ^unless 
relieved  by  an  adequate  land  force — 
his  fall  was  but  a  question  of  time. 
Yet  his  prompt  submission  tallied 
badly  with  his  censure  of  Anderson. 
Before  surrendering,  he  had  damaged 


"Ai^». 


»  Aug.  28. 
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his  guns  and  other  material  to  the 
extent  of  his  powCT. 

Thus  fell  the  last  of  the  defenses  of 
Mobile  bay;  sealing  tiiat  port  against 
blockade-runners  thenceforth,  and 
endangering  the  Bebel  hold  on  the 
city.    With  those  defenses,  we  had 


taken  104  guns  and  1,464  men — not 
without  cost  certainly;  but  there 
were  few  minor  successes  of  the  year 
which  were  won  more  cheaply,  or 
which  contributed  more  directly  and 
palpably  to  the  downfall  of  tl^  Se- 
beUion. 


XXX.    . 

POLITICAL  MUTATIONS  AKD  RESULTS. 

THB  PBBSIDSNTIAL  OAKVASS  OF  1861 


As,  since  McClellan's  recoil  from 
the  defenses  of  Eichmond,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  loyal  States  was  divided 
concerning  the  probabilities  of  Na- 
tional success  or  defeat,  so  the  for- 
tunes of  the  contending  parties  re- 
flected closely  the  changing  aspects 
of  the  military  situation.  The  Fall 
elections  of  1862  had  resulted  in  a 
general  Opposition  trixmiph ;  because 
tibe  reflecting  and  unimpassioned  had 
been  led,  by  our  recent  reverses  and 
our  general  disappointment,  to  doubt 
the  ability  of  the  Government  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion.  Those  of  1863, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  strongly  fa- 
vored the  Administration;  because 
the  National  successes  at  Gettysburg, 
Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  Helena, 
ifec,  the  reopening  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  recovery  of  East  Tennessee, 
with  a  good  part  of  Arkansas,  had 
induced  a  very  general  belief,  which 
our  reverse  at  the  Chickamauga  did 
not  shake,  that  the  Union  would 
surely  triumph,   and  at  no  distant 


day.  The  victory  of  Mission  ridge, 
followed  by  the  appointment  of  Gen, 
Grant  to  the  chief  command  of  all  the 
National  forces,  strengthened  this 
belief  into  conviction ;  so  that,  though 
there  were  still  those  who  did  not 
desire  the  overthrow  of  the  Rebellion, 
as  there  had  been,  even  in  the  dark- 
est hours,  many  whose  faith  in  the 
National  cause  never  faltered  nor 
was  shaded  by  a  doubt — the  strongly 
prevalent  opinion  of  the  loyal  States, 
throughout  the  Spring  of  1864,  im- 
ported that  Gen.  Grant  would  make 
short  work  of  what  was  left  of  the 
Confederacy.  Hence,  the  Spring 
Elections  were  scarcely  contested  by 
the  Opposition:  New  Hampshire 
opening  them  with  an  overwhelming 
Republican  triumph;*  Connecticut 
following  with  one  equally  decided,' 
though  her  Democratic  candidate  for 
Governor  was  far  less  obnoxious  to 
War  Democrats  than  his  predecessor 
had  been ;  and,  though  Rhode  Island 
showed  a  falling  off  in  the  Republi- 


s  Total  Tote :       RepuMtcan.  DtmoeraUc 

(hvemor. .  .Gllmore,  87,0(M  HMrlngUni,  81,840 


>  Toul  Tote:    SepubUcan.  PemoeraHe, 

Oov$mor, .  BacUngfaam,  89,830  0. 8.  Seymour,  84,1  C9 
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•can  majority,*  it  was  simply  because, 
in  the  absence  of  any  election  for 
Congress,  and  in  view  of  the  certainty 
that  the  Bepublican  ascendency 
would  be  maintained,  no  serious  ef- 
fort was  made  to  call  out  a  full  vote, 
and  personal  considerations  exerted 
their  natural  influence  in  so  small  a 
State  when  no  special  or  urgent  rea- 
son is  presented  for  a  rigid  respect 
to  party  lines. 

The  Presidential  Election  in  im- 
mediate prospect  soon  fixed  that 
share  of  public  attention  which  could 
be  diverted  from  the  progress  of  hos- 
tilities wherein  every  one's  hopes  and 
fears  were  largely  involved,  and 
wherein  almost  every  one  was,  either 
himself  or  in  the  persons  of  those  dear 
to  him,  engaged.  Among  Republi- 
cans and  those  Democrats  whom  the 
"War  had  constrained  to  act  with 
them,  there  was  a  very  considerable 
dissent  from  the  policy  of  renomina- 
ting Mr.  Lincoln ;  but,  as  the  canvass 
proceeded,  the  popular  sentiment  was 
found  so  unequivocally  in  his  favor 
that  no  serious  or  concerted  resist- 
ance to  such  renomination  was  made : 
its  advocates  choosing  delegates  to 
the  National  Convention,  with  barely 
a  show  of  resistance,  from  nearly 
every  loyal  State — ^Missouri,  because 
of  the  intense  Radicalism  of  her  fire- 
tried  Unionists,  being  the  solitary 
exception. 

Kentucky,  however,  had  a  creed 
of  her  own.  Professedly  Union,  as 
she  had  been  proved  by  every  test 
and  at  each  succeeding  election,  she 
still  remained  pro-Slavery;  unlike  the 
other  'Border-States,'  which  had  al- 
ready been  brought  distinctly  to  com- 


prehend that  they  must  choose  be- 
tween Emancipation  and  Disunion. 
So  when,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress* providing  for  the  enrollment, 
as  subject  to  military  duty,  of  all  able- 
bodied  male  slaves  between  the  ages 
of  20  and  45,  Federal  oflSoers  com- 
menced such  enrollment,  a  fresh,  in- 
tense excitement  pervaded  her  slave- 
holding  districts,  which  impelled  her 
Qt)vemor,  Thomas  E.  Bramlette — 
(elected •as  a  Unionist  by  an  over- 
whelming  majority'  over  Charles  A. 
Wickliffe,  the  Democratic  candidate, 
but  not  without  great  and  apparently 
well-grounded  complaint  of  Military 
interference  at  the  polls,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Opposition) — ^to  ad- 
dress^ to  the  people  of  his  State  a 
proclamation,  counseling  them  not 
to  let  their  "  indignation,"  provoked 
by  this  enrollment,  impel  them  to 
"  acts  of  violence,  nor  to  unlawful 
resistance."    He  continued : — 

"la  the  Union,  under  the  Constitution, 
and  in  accordance  with  law,  assert  and  urge 
your  rights.  It  is  our  duty  to  obey  the  law 
until  it  is  declared,  by  judicial  decision,  to 
be  unconstitutional.  The  citizen,  whose  pro- 
perty may  be  taken  under  it  for  public  use, 
will  be  entitled,  ubder  the  imperative  man- 
date of  the  Constitution,  to  a  just  compen- 
sation for  his  private  property  so  taken  for 
public  use.  Although  the  present  Congress 
may  not  do  us  justice,  yet  it  is  safe  to  rely 
upon  the  justice  of  the  American  people; 
and  an  appeal  to  them  will  not  be  unheeded 
or  unanswered.  Peace  restored,  and  the 
unity  of  our  Ghovemnient  preserved,  will 
drive  to  ignominious  disgrace  those  who,  in 
the  affony  of  our  conflict,  perverted  their 
sacred  trusts  to  the  base  uses  of  partisan 
ends  and  fanatical  purposes." 

One  immediate  result  of  this  en- 
rollment and  the  consequent  "  indig- 
nation" was  a  call  by  the  Union 
State  Committee  of  a  State  Con- 
vention, to  meet  at  Louisville,  May 


•Total  vote:  JS^wMloan.  DemaeraUc 

^owr«or....J.T.Sinlft,  8,840    O.  H.  Browne,  7,809 
A.  a  Bvitow,  1,888 


*  F^b.  24,  1864.  •  Aug.  3, 1863. 

*  Bramlette,  68,306 ;  Wickliffe  (Dem.),  17,389. 
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SSth^aiid  there  choose  delegateB  to 
tibe  DemooraUc  National  Oonvezition 
which  wa»  to  assemble  at  Chicago 
for  the  nomination  of  a  Presidential 
tidcet — a  call  which  insured  the  vote 
of  this  State  in  November  to  the  canr 
didates  of  the  Opposition* 

Gov.  Bramlette,  accompanied  bj 
»L-Benator  Bixon  and  CoL  A«  Q-. 
Hodges,  soon  visited  Waahington,  ez- 
presslj  to  protest  against,  and  (if 
possible)  to  obviate,  this  enroUment 
of  n^roes,  or  at  least  to  render  its 
execution  less  offensive  and  aniK^ring 
to  their  masters — finding  the  Presir 
dent  disposed  to  do  whatever  he  could 
to  reconcile  the  Kentuckians  to  the 
bitter  prescription.  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
induced  to  put  the  substance  of 'his 
observations  at  their  interview  into 
the  following  letter : 

"  ExBounvR  Mahbiow,        ) 
"Washington,  April  4,  IWi.  J 
"  A.  Q.  Hodges^  Esq.,  Frankfort,  Ky. : 

"Mt  Dbab  Sir:  You  ask  roe  to  pot  in 
writiiig  the  substance  of  what  I  verbally 
•aid  the  other  day,  in  yonr  presence,  to 
€k>y.  Bramlette  and  Senator  Dixoiu  It  was 
about  as  follows : 

•'  I  am  naturally  anti-Slavery.  If  Slavery 
is  not  wrong,  nothing  is  wronff.  I  can  not 
remember  when  I  did  not  so  think  and  feel ; 
aad  yet  I  have  never  understood  that  the 
Presidency  conferred  upon  me  an  unre- 
stricted right  to  act  officially  upon  this 
iadgment  and  feeling.  It  was  in  the  oath 
I  took  that  I  would  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Oonstitu- 
tlon  of  the  United  States.  I  could  not  take 
the  office  without  taking  the  oath.  Nor 
was  it  my  view  that  I  might  take  an  oath 
to  get  power,  and  break  the  oath  in  udng 
tiie  power.  I  understood,  too,  that,  in  or- 
dinary and  civil  administration,  this  oath 
even  forbade  me  to  practically  indulge  my 
primary,  abstract  judgment  on  the  moral 
question  of  Slavery.  I  had  publicly  declared 
^is  many  times,  and  in  many  ways.  And 
I  aver  that,  to  this  day,  I  have  done  no  offi- 
cial act  in  mere  deference  to  my  abstract 
judgment  and  feeling  on  Slavery.  I  did 
understand,  however,  that  my  oa&  to  pre- 
serve the  Constitution  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  imposed  upon  me  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving, by  every  indispensable  means,  that 


Crovemment— that  nation,  of  whioli  tiii( 
Constitution  was  the  organic  law.  Was  it 
possible  to  lose  the  nation  and  yet  preserve 
the  OonstitutioD  ?  By  general  law,  life  amd 
limb  must  be  protected ;  yet  often  a  limb 
must  be  amputated  to  save  a  life ;  bat  a  life 
is  n«ver  wisJ^y  given  to  save  a  limb.  I  frit 
that  meaaureai  otherwise  uoconstitatioiial, 
might  become  law^il,  by  becoming  indis- 
pensable to  the  preservation  of  the  Constitn- 
tion,  through  thepreaervationof  the  nalaoo. 
Right  or  wrong.  I  assumed  this  ground,  and 
now  avow  it,  I  could  not  feel  that,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  I  had  even  tried  to  pre- 
serve the  Constitution,  if^  to  save  Slaverj^ 
or  any  minor  matter,  i  should  permit  tbs 
wreck  of  Government,  country,  and  Constitii- 
tioDf  altogether.  When,  early  in  the  w«^ 
Qeo.  Fremont  attempted  military  emane^ 
pation,  I  forbade  it,  because  I  did  not  then 
think  it  an  indispensable  necessity.  When, 
a  httle  later,  Gen.  Cameron,  then  Secretary 
of  War,  suggested  the  arming  of  the  Bladc% 
I  objected,  because  I  did  not  yet  think  it  an 
indispensable  necessity.  When,  still  laptec, 
Gren.  Hunter  attempted  military  emancipa- 
tion, I  again  forbade  it,  because  I  did  Dot  yet 
think  the  indispensable  necessity  had  come. 
When,  in  March,  and  May,  and  July,  1862^ 
I  made  earnest  and  successive  appeals  to 
the  Border  States  to  &vor  compensated 
emancipation,  I  believed  the  indispensable 
necessity  for  military  emancipation  and 
arming  the  Blacks  would  come,  nnle« 
averted  by  that  measure.  They  declined  the 
proposition ;  and  I  was,  in  my  best  Jnds- 
ment,  driven  to  the  alternative  of  either  sor- 
rendering  the  Union,  and,  with  it,  the  Cm- 
stitution^  or  of  laying  a  strong  hand  upoa 
the  colored  element.  I  chose  the  laUar. 
In  choosinff  it,  I  hoped  for  greater  gain  than 
loss ;  but  of  this  I  was  not  entirely  confident. 
More  than  a  year  of  trial  now  shows  no 
loss  by  it  in  our  foreign  relations,  none  in 
our  home  popular  sentiment,  none  in  our 
White  military  force— no  loss  by  it  anyhow, 
or  anywhere.  On  the  contrary,  it  shows  a 
gain  of  quite  180,000  soldiers,  seamen,  and 
laborers.  These  are  palpable  facts,  about 
which,  M  facts,  there  can  be  no  caviling 
We  have  the  men;  and  we  could  not  have 
had  them  without  the  measure. 

^^  And  now  let  any  Union  man,  who  tat^ 
plains  of  this  measure,  test  himaelf  by  writ- 
ing down  in  one  line,  t^at  he  is  for  subduing 
the  Rebellion  by  force  of  arms ;  and  in  tbo 
nezt^that  he  is  for  taking  180,000  mmi  from 
the  Union  side,  and  pladng  them  whoio 
they  would  be  but  for  the  measure  he  ood> 
demns.  If  heoannotflEMehisoasasostaie^ 
it  is  only  because  he  can  not  face  the  tratb. 

"  I  add  a  word  which  was  not  in  the  var- 
bal  oonversati(m.'  *  In  tiling  this  tale,  I  at* 
tempt  no  compliment  tp  mj  own  aagaci^. 
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I  daim  not  to  have  controlled  OTents,  btit 
ocmfess  plainly  that  events  have  controlled 
me.  Now,  at  the  end  of  three  years'  strug- 
gle, the  nation's  condition  is  not  what  either 
-ptiTtj  or  anj  man  devised  or  expected. 
God  alone  can  claim  it.  Whither  it  is  tend- 
ing seems  plain.  If  God  now  wills  the  re- 
moval of  a  great  wrong,  and  wills  also  that 
we  of  the  North,  as  well  as  yon  of  the  Sonth, 
shall  pay  fairly  for  oar  complicity  in  that 
wrong,  impartial  history  will  find  therein 
new  causes  to  attest  and  revere  the  justice 
and  goodness  of  God. 

'*  Yours,  truly,  •    A.  Jasoois,^ 

PerBuasiye  and  cogent  as  tlus  let- 
ter will  now  seem,  it  did  not  placate 
the' indignation  of  lih^  Kentubkiaiis, 
nor  change  the  destination  of  tiieir 
delegates  from  the  Chicago  to  Ihe 
Bidtimore  Oonvention. 

The  careful  reader  Will  note  in  this 
letter  a  decided  advance  npon  Mr. 
linooln's  earlier  allusions  to  Slavery 
in  its  necessary  relations  to  our  strag- 
gle. By  nature,  slow,  cautious,  ten- 
tative, and  far  from  sanguine,  he  had 
profoundly  distrusted  the  policy  of 
Emflincipation;  apprehending  that  its 
adof^tion  would  alienate  from  the 
Union  cause  more  strength  tlian  it 
would  bring  to  its  support.  This 
distrust  yielded  tardily  to  evidence, 
which  (in  fact)  was  slowly  fdmished ; 
bitt  when  at  length  it  appeal^  that, 
while  very  few  original,  hearty 
TJnionists  were  repelled  by  it,  the 
Blacks  became  day  by  day  a  niore 
aetiv6  and  m6re  efficient  element  of 
our  National  strength,  hid  doubts 
were  fully  dispelled,  and  his  faith 
wa0  the  firmer  and  clearer  for  his 
past  skepticism.  Hence,  at  the  great 
gathering  which  inaugurated'  the 
ITational  Cemetery  carved  from  thri 
1>attle-field  of  Oettysbuig  for  the 
aahes  of  our  brethren  who  there  died 
that  their  country  might  live,  though 
the  elaborately  policed  oration  of 


Edward  Everett  was  patiently  listen- 
ed to,  while  Cabinet  Ministers  and 
Ghovemors  were  regarded  with  lively 
curiosity,  the  central  figure  on  the 
platform  was  the  tall,  plain,  unpre- 
suming,  ungiainly  *  rail-splitter'  from 
the  prairies  ;  and  the  only  words  ut- 
tered that  the  world  cares  to  remem- 
ber were  those  of  the  President,  who 
— ^being  required  to  say  something—: 
thus  responded: 

•'  Fourscore  a&d  seven  years  ago,  our  fa-, 
thershrought  forth  npon  this  continent  a 
ne^  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  proposition  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  S^ow  we  are  engaged  in  a  great 
civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any 
nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can 
long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle- 
field of  that  war.  We  have  come  to  dedicate 
a  portion  of  that  field  ad  a  final  resting-place 
for  those  who  here  gave  their  lives  that  that 
nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and 
proper  that  we  should  do  this.  But,  in  a 
larger  sense,  we  can  not  dedicate,  we  can  not 
consecrate,  we  can  not  hallow  this  ground. 
The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  strug- 
gled here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our 
power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will 
little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  «w. 
here ;  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did 
here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be 
dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  which 
they  who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so  no- 
bly advanced.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here 
dedicated  to  the  great  task  remdning  before 
us,  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take 
increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which 
they  gave  the  last  fhll  measure  of  devotion ; 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain ;  that  this  na- 
tioii,  under  God,  shall  have  a  new  birth  of 
freedom ;  and  that  government  ^the  peo- 
ple, hy  the  people,  and  ^/^  the  people,  snail 
not  perish  from  the  earth." 

The  first  National  Convention  of 
1864  met  at  Cleveland,  May  31st,, 
pursuant  to  a  call  ^^  To  the  Badical 
Men  of  the  Kation:''  About  350 
persons  were  present;  very  few  op* 
none  of  them  in  the  capacity  of  dele- 
gates. Ex-Cov.  William  F.  John- 
ston, of  Pa.,  was  made  temporary 
and  Gen.  John  Cochrane,  of  K.  Y.,. 


VOL.  n. — m. 


•Nor.  19,  1863. 
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permanent  presiding  officer.  Oen. 
John  C.  Fremont  was  here  nominated 
for  President,  and  Gen.  John  Coch- 
rane for  Vice-President.  The  plat- 
form adopted  is  as  follows : 

^Ust.  That  the  Federal  Union  shall  be 
preserved. 

*'  2d.  That  the  Oonstitntion  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  must  be  observed  and 
obeyed. 

**8d.  That  the  Rebellion  mnst  be  sup- 
pressed by  force  of  arms,  and  without  com- 
promise. 

**  4th.  That  the  rights  of  free  speech,  free 
press,  and  the  hahe<u  corpus^  be  held  invio- 
late, save  in  districts  where  martial  law  has 
been  proclaimed. 

"  6th.  That  the  Rebellion  has  destroyed 
Slavery,  and  the  Federal  Constitution  should 
be  amended  to  prohibit  its  rSestablishment, 
and  to  secure  to  all  men  absolute  equality 
before  the  law. 

"6th.  That  integrity  and  economy  are 
demanded  at  all  times  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government;  and  that  in  time  of 
war  the  want  of  them  is  criminal. 

"  7th.  That  the  right  of  asylum,  except 
for  crime  and  subject  to  law,  is  a  recognized 
principle  of  American  liberty;  that  any 
violation  of  it  can  not  be  overlooked,  and 
must  not  ^o  unrebuked. 

*'8th.  That  the  national  policy  known  as 
the  *  Monroe  doctrine'  has  become  a  re- 
cognized principle ;  and  that  the  establish- 
ment of  an  anti-republican  Government  on 
this  continent  by  any  foreign  power  can  not 
be  tolerated. 

"  9th.  That  the  gratitude  and  support  of 
the  nation  are  due  to  the  faithful  soldiers 
and  the  earnest  leaders  of  the  Union  army 
and  navy  for  their  heroic  achievements  and 
deathless  valor  in  defense  of  our  imperiled 
country  and  of  civil  liberty. 

"  10th.  That  the  one-term  policy  for  the 
Presidency,  adopted  by  the  people,  is 
strengthened  by  the  force  of  the  existing 
crisis,  and  should  be  maintained  by  consti- 
tutional amendment. 

"11th.  That  the  Constitution  should  be 
80  amended  that  the  President  and  Vic^ 
President  shall  be  elected  by  a  direct  vote 
of  the  people. 

"  12th.  That  the  (question  of  the  recon- 
struction of  the  rebellious  States  belongs  to 
the  people,  through  their  representatives  in 
Congress,  and  not  to  the  Executive. 

"  18th.  That  the  confiscation  of  the  lands 
of  the  rebels,  and  their  distribution  among 
the  soldiers  and  actual  settlers,  is  a  measure 
'of  justice." 

tJen.  Fremont,  in  his  letter  of  ac- 


ceptance, repudiated  the  sweeping 
policy  of  confiscation  above  indi- 
cated. Gen.  Cochrane  demurred  to 
such  confiscation,  but  remitted  the 
question  to  the  wisdom  of  CoDgreBS, 
when  it  should  be  called  to  act  on 
the  subject  of  Beconstruction. 

intimately,  both  candidates  with- 
drew from  the  contest;  convinced 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  popolar 
vote  must  be  divided  between  the 
*  Union^  and  the '  Democratic' tickets. 


The  ^  Union '  National  Convention 
assembled  at  Baltimore,  Tuesday, 
June  7.  Bev.  Robert  J.  Breckin- 
ridge, D.  D.,  of  Kentucky,  was  made 
temporary  and  Hon.  William  Den- 
nison,  ex-Govemor  of  Ohio,  perma- 
nent President.  All  but  the  incon- 
testably,  persistently  Bebel  States 
were  found  to  be  represented.  Hon. 
Preston  King,  of  N".  Y.,  from  the 
Conmiittee  on  Credentials,  reported 
in  favor  ef  admitting  all  the  dele- 
gates claiming  seats,  but  those  from 
South  Carolina  and  the  '  Conserva- 
tive' Unionists  fix)m  Missouri:  the 
del^ations  from  the  Territories,  fi^m 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  from 
the  States  of  Virginia,  Tennessee, 
Louisiana,  Florida,  and  Arkansas, 
not  to  be  entitled  to  vote.  Upon 
consideration,  this  report  was  ove^ 
ruled  so  far  as  to  authorize— by  a 
vote  of  310  to  151— the  delegates 
from  Tennessee  to  vote ;  those  from 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas  were  like- 
wise authorized  to  vote,  by  307  to 
167.  The  delegates  from  Nebraska, 
Colorado,  and  Nevada,  were  then 
allowed  also  to  vote ;  but  not  those 
fit)m  Virginia,  Florida,  and  the  re- 
maining territories. 

Mr.  Henry  J.  Raymond,  of  N.T., 
reported  the   platform,  which  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BALTIMORB    NATIONAL    PLATFORM    OF    1864. 


659 


TmanimouBlj  adopted.    It  is  as  fol- 
lows:— 

^*  BewUedy  That  it  is  the  highest  dntj  of 
every  Amerioan  citizen  to  maintain  against  all 
their  enemies  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and 
the  paramount  authority  of  the  Gonstitation 
and  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  and  that, 
laying  aside  all  differences  and  political  opin- 
ions, we  pledge  ourselves  as  Union  men, 
animated  By  a  common  sentiment,  and  aim- 
ing at  a  common  object,  to  do  everything 
in  our  power  to  aid  the  Government  in 
quelling  by  force  of  arms  the  Rebellion  now 
raging  against  its  authority,  and  in  bringing 
to  the  punishment,  due  to  their  crimes,  the 
Rebels  and  traitors  arrayed  against  it. 

^^Hesohedy  That  we  approve  the  determina- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
not  to  compromise  with  Rebels,  nor  to  offer 
them  any  terms  of  peace  except  such  as  may 
be  based  upon  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
their  hostility  and  a  return  to  their  just  al- 
legiance to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  we  call  upon 
the  Government  to  maintain  this  position, 
and  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost 
possible  vigor  to  the  complete  suppression 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  fhll  reliance  upon  the 
self-sacrificing  patriotism,  the  heroic  valor, 
and  the  undying  devotion  of  the  American 
people  to  their  country  and  its  free  institu- 
tions. 

*^  Re9ohedy  That,  as  Slavery  was  the  cause 
and  now  constitutes  the  strength  of  this  Re- 
bellion, and  as  it  must  be  always  and  every- 
where hostile  to  the  principles  of  republican 
government,  justice  and  the  national  safety 
demAiid  its  utter  and  complete  extirpation 
fbom  the  soil  of  the  Republic ;  and  that  we 
uphold  and  maintain  the  acts  and  proclama- 
tions by  which  the  Government,  in  its  own 
defense,  has  aimed  a  death-blow  at  this  gi- 
gantic evil.  We  are  in  favor,  furthermore, 
of  such  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
to  be  made  by  the  people  in  conformity  with 
its  provisions,  as  shall  terminate  and  forever 
prohibit  the  existence  of  Slavery  within  the 
limits  or  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

^^BeiolvecL,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  are  due  to  tlie  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  Army  and  the  Navy  who  have  periled 
their  lives  in  defense  of  their  country,  and 
in  vindication  of  the  honor  of  the  flag;  that 
the  nation  owes  to  them  some  permanent 
recognition  of  their  patriotism  and  their 
valor,  and  ample  and  permanent  provision 
for  those  of  their  survivors  who  have  re- 
ceived disabling  and  honorable  wotmds  in 
the  service  of  the  country;  and  that  the 
memories  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  its  de- 
fense shall  be  held  in  grateful  and  everlast- 
ing remembrance. 

^^Beiohedy  That  we  approve  and  applaud 


the  practical  wisdom,  the  unselfish  patriot- 
ism and  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  principles  of  American  Liber- 
ty, with  which  Abraham  Lincoln  has  dis- 
charged, under  circumstances  of  unparal- 
leled difficulty,  the  great  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Presidential  of&ce ;  that  we 
approve  and  indorse,. as  demanded  by  the 
emergency  and  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  the  nation,  and  as  within  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  measures  and  acts  which  he  has 
adopted  to  defend  the  nation  against  its  open 
and  secret  foes ;  that  we  approve  especially 
the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation,  and  the 
employment  as  Union  soldiers  of  men  here- 
tofore held  in  slavery ;  and  that  we  have  full 
confidence  in  his  determination  to  carry  out 
these  and  all  other  constitutional  measures 
essential  to  the  salvation  of  the  country  into 
full  and  complete  effect. 

"  Resohedy  That  we  deem  it  essential  to 
the  general  welfare  that  harmony  should 
prevail  in  the  National  councils ;  and  we  re- 
gard as  worthy  of  public  confidence  imd  offi- 
cial trust  those  only  who  cordially  indorse  the 
principles  proclaimed  in  these  resolutions, 
and  which  should  characterize  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government. 

^^Re9oloed^  That  the  Government  owes  to 
all  men  employed  in  its  armies,  without  re- 
gard to  distinction  of  color,  the  full  protec- 
tion of  the  laws  of  war ;  and  that  any  vio- 
lation of  these  laws  or  of  the  usages  of  civil- 
ized nations  in  the  time  of  war  by  the  Rebels 
now  in  arms  should  be  made  the  subject  of 
full  and  prompt  redress. 

^^Beiohed,  That  the  foreign  immigration 
which  in  the  past  has  added  so  much  to  the 
wealth  and  development  of  resources  and 
increase  of  power  to  this  nation,  the  asylum 
of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  should  be 
fostered  and  encouraged  by  a  liberal  and  just 
policy. 

^'Resohedy  That  we  are  in  favor  of  a 
speedy  construction  of  the  railroad  to  the 
Pacific  coast. 

^^Besohedy  That  the  National  faith,  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  must 
be  kept  inviolate ;  and  that  for  this  purpose 
we  recommend  economy  and  rigid  responsi- 
bility in  the  public  expenditures,  and  a 
vigorous  and  just  system  of  taxation  ;  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  loyal  State  to  sustain 
the  credit  and  promote  the  use  of  the  Na- 
tional Currency. 

"  Besolved,  That  we  approve  the  position 
taken  by  the  Government,  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  can  never  regard  with 
indifference  the  attempt  of  any  European 
power  to  overthrow  by  force  or  to  supplant 
by  fraud  the  institutions  of  any  republican 
government  on  the  Western  Continent,  and  " 
that  they  will  view  with  extreme  jealousy,  • 
as  menacing  to  the  peace  and  independence 
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of  this  our  country,  the  efforts  of  any  such 
power  to  obtain  new  footholds  for  monarch- 
ical governments,  sustained  by  a  foreign 
military  force  in  near  proximity  to  the 
United  States." 

On  proceeding  to  vote  for  a  Presi- 
dential candidate,  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  named  by  the  delegates  from  each 
State  and  Territory  permitted  to  vote, 
save  Missonri,  which  named  Gen. 
Qrant.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  then  nnani- 
monsly  nominated. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  vote 
for  Vice-President,  with  the  follow- 
ing result : 

Andrftif  Johnson dOO     Hannlbftl  Hamlin.... 160 

Daniel 8.  Dicklnaon.. 103    Soattaring fi9 

Several  delegations  thereupon 
changed  to  Johnson ;  who  was  nomi- 
nated'  without  further  ballotrng  by 
494  votes  to  26  for  others. 

These  nominations  were  formally 
tendered  and  heartily  accepted.  Mr. 
Johnson's  letter  of  acceptance,  in  its 
allusion  to  Slavery,  tersely  expressed 
what  had  ere  this  become  the  gene- 
rally accepted  faith  of  War  Demo- 
crats— as  follows : 

"  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt  to  reoonstmct 
the  Union  with  the  distracting  element  of 
Slavery  in  it.  Experience  has  demonstra- 
ted its  incompatibility  with  free  and  repub- 
lican governments,  and  it  would  be  unwise 
and  unjust  longer  to  continue  it  as  one  of 
the  institutions  of  the  country.  While  it 
remained  subordinate  to  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  I  yielded  to 
it  my  support ;  but  when  it  became  rebel- 
lious, and  attempted  to  rise  above  the  Gov- 
erument,  and  control  its  action,  I  threw  my 
humble  influence  against  it.^* 


The  resolves  of  the  IJnion^  like 
those  of  the  Badical  Convention, 
wa:^,  as  we  have  seen,  pitched  in  a 
very  high  key.  The  delegates  had 
beeax  chosen,  bad  assembled,  and  de- 
liberated, in  the  prevalent  convictian 
that  Orant's  advance  from  the  Bapi- 
dan  and  Sherman's  from  the  Tennes- 
see had  each  been  a  series  of  im- 1 
broken  and  not  cosily  successes — I 


that  the  Eebellion  was  already  reet 
ing  under  their  heavy  blows — ^that 
Eichmond  and  Atlanta  were  on  Uie 
point  of  falling — and  that  their  fall 
involved  that  of  the  Confederacy. 
^o  doubt,  no  apprehension,  disturbed 
the  serenity  of  the  Baltimore  plat- 
form-builders. Their  language  was 
that  of  a  monarch  who  had  subdued 
an  insurrection,  and  was  intent  on 
dispensing  rewards  to  his  lieutenants 
and  pronouncing  the  doom  of  the 
defeated  insurgents.  In  this  spirit, 
the  C<mvention  met,  acted,  and  dis- 
solved; assured  that  the  year  1864 
would  witness  alike  the  reelection  of 
President  Lincoln  and  the  downfall 
of  the  Eebellion. 

Events  soon  transpired  which  ma- 
terially changed  the  aspect  of  affidrs. 
Gen.  Grant's  determined  attack  at 
Cold  Harbor  was  found  to  have  been 
not  merely  unsuccessful — ^that  had 
been  frankly  and  promptly  admitted 
— ^but  an  exceedii^ly  expensive  and 
damaging  failures-damaging  not 
iR&teij  in  the  magnitude  of  our 
loss,  but  in  its  eflbct  on  the  morale 
and  efficiency  of  our  chief  army.  It 
had  extingidshed  the  last  hope  of 
crushing  Lee  north  of  the  James^ 
and  of  interposing  that  army  between 
him  and  the  Confederate  capital. 
The  failure  to  seize  Petersburg  when 
it  would  easily  have  fiedlen,  and  the 
repeated  and  costly  &ilures  to  carry 
its  defenses  by  assault,  or  even  to 
flank  them  on  the  south — ^the  luck- 
less conclusion  of  Wilson's  and 
Kautz's  raid  to  Staunton  Ar&t — 
Sheridan's  failure  to  unite  with  Hunt- 
er in  Lee's  reaiv— Sturm's  disaatrous 
defeat  by  Forrest  near  Guntown — 
Hunter's  fiulure  to  carry  Lynchbuig, 
and  eccentric  line  of  retreat — Saas 
man's  bloody  rep:dlse  at  EJanesaw,  and 
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the  compelled  slowness  of  his  advance 
on  Atlanta — ^Early's  unresisted  swoop 
down  the  Valley  into  Maryland,  his 
defeat  of  Wallace  at  the  Monocacy, 
and  his  unpunished  demonstration 
against  the  defenses  of  Washington 
itself— the  raids  of  his  troopers  up  to 
the  suburbs  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
Philadelphia  Bailroad,  and  even  up 
into  Pennsylvania;  burning  Chamr 
bersburg  and  alarming  even  Pitts- 
buig — and  finally  the  bloody,  wretch- 
ed fiasoo  of  the  Mine  explosion  be- 
fore Petersbui^ — ^these,  and  other 
reverses,  relieved  by  a  few  and  un- 
impressive triumphs — ^rendered  the 
midsummer  of  1864  one  of  the  gloom- 
iest seasons  of  our  great  struggle  for 
the  upholders  of  the  National  cause. 

An  impudent  and  treasonable 
stock-jobbing  foi^ry,  purporting  to 
be  a  Proclamation  by  llie  President  * 
— <x>nfes6ing  the  failure  of  Grant's 
advance  on  Bichmond  and  the  co- 
operating eifcnrts,  and  ordering  a  fresh 
levy  of  men  to  recruit  our  decimated 
armies — ^though  speedily  detected 
and  exposed,  had  meantime  been 
flashed  over  the  country ;  and  had, 
while  producing  its  intended  effect 
on  the  prices  of  the  National  and 
other  securities,  caused  a  momentary 
sinking  of  the  popular  heart,  which 
its  exposure  did  not  wholly  counter- 
vaiL 

Another  and  profounder  shock 
to  public  confidence  followed;  in 
the  resignation  ^*  of  Hon.  Salmon 
P.  Ohase  as  Secretary  of  the  Trear 
sury.  Gov.  Ohase  had  filled  in  the 
public  service,  through  years  of  doubt, 
depression,  and  disaster,  the  second 
place  in  importance,  and  the  first 
in  the  magnitude  of  its  require- 
ments, and  had  disdiarged  its  duties 


with  preeminent  ability,  energy,  and 
courage.  "When  he  accepted  it,  on 
the  accession  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  the  Fi- 
nances were  already  in  chaos;  the 
current  revenue  being  inadequate, 
even  in  the  absence  of  all  expendi- 
ture or  preparation  for  war ;  his  pre- 
decessor "  having  attempted  to  borrow 
$10,000j000  in  October,  1860,  and 
obtained  only  f  7,022,000— -the  bid- 
ders to  whom  the  balance  was  award- 
ed choosing  to  forfeit  their  initial 
deposit  rather  than  take  and  pay  for 
their  bonds.  Thenceforth,  he  had 
tided  over  till  his  resignation,  by  sell- 
ing treasury  notes  payable  a  year 
from  date  at  ^  to  12  per  cent,  dis- 
count ;  an(i  when,  after  he  had  van- 
ished from  the  scene.  Gen.  Dix,  who 
succeeded  him  in  Mr.  Buchanan's 
Oabinet,  attempted"  to  borrow  a 
small  sum  on  twenty-year  bonds  at  6 
per  cent.,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  those 
bonds  at  an  average  discount  of  9i 
per  cent.  Hence,  of  Mr.  Ohase's  first 
loan  of  $8,000,000,  for  which  bids 
wereopened  **  ten  days  before  Beaure- 
gard first  fired  on  Fort  Sumter,  the 
offeringsranged  from  5  to  10  per  cent, 
discount ;  and  only  $8,099,000  were 
tendered  at  or  under  6  per  cent,  dis- 
count— ^he,  in  the  face  of  a  vehement 
ckunor,  declining  all  bids  at  higher 
rates  of  discount  than  6  per  cent., 
and  placing,  soon  afterward,  the 
balance  of  the  $8,000,000  in  two- 
year  treasury  notes  at  par  or  a  fiiuj- 
tion  over. 

Such  were  the  financial  auspices 
under  which  the  Republic  com- 
menced the  most  gigantic  and'  costly 
struggle  that  the  world  had  ever 
known — a  struggle  in  which  it  was 
ultimately  required  to  keep  on  foot 
an  army  of  one  million  men,  with  a 


•  May  18.        »  June  30.        "  Howell  Cobb,  of  Oeorgia.        *»  In  Feb.,  1861.       »AprU  2. 
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vast  and  costly  steam  navy — a  war 
in  which  well-appointed  armies  had 
to  be  transported  by  water  or  by  rail- 
roads for  hundreds  of  miles — ^a  war 
for  which  nearly  every  weapon,  every 
carriage,  every  means  of  offense  or 
defense,  had  to  be  created  or  bought 
on  the  spur  of  the  exigency — a  war 
wherein  our  inexperience  and  lack 
of  adaptation  to  the  business  were 
serious  elements  of  cost— a  war  where- 
in coimtless  millions  had  to  be  raised  on 
the  heel  of  every  great  disaster— often, 
when  our  seat  of  Government  was  in 
imminent  peril  of  capture,  and  when 
foreigners,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, proclaimed  our  cause  already 
hopelessly  lost,  and  deafened  the  gen- 
eral ear  with  their  vehement  protests 
against  the  criminal  madness  of  pour- 
ing out  rivers  more  of  blood  and 
heaping  up  mountains  of  debt  to  no 
possible  end  but  to  gratify  a  sullen, 
stupid,  brutal  obstinacy — a  bankrupt 
but  inexorable  pride.  When  we  add 
that  a  very  considerable  proportion 
of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  the 
loyal  States  was  profoundly  hostile 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  War  on  our 
part,  as  fatal  to  all  hopes  of  any  de- 
sirable or  even  possible  restoration  of 
the  Union,  and,  very  naturally,  not 
only  refrained  from  subscribing  to 
the  loans  continually  pressed  on  the 
market,  but  dissuaded  others  from 
subscribing,  and  that  we  number 
few  moneyed  capitalists  among  our 
people — ^most,  even  of  those  in  thrifty 
and  comfortable  circumstances,  being 
oftener  in  debt  than  otherwise,  while 
very  few  are  accustomed  to  control 
considerable  sums  in  money — ^it  must 
be  felt  that  the  raising,  in  one  way 
or  another,  of  the  gigantic  loans  and 
other  means  whereby  the  War  was 
at  length  brought  to  a  triumphant 


conclusion,  was  the  standing  miracle 
of  the  contest.  Had  the  wildest  devo- 
tee of  'Manifest  Destiny '  been  asked 
beforehand  to  estimate  the  extent  to 
which  our  Government  could  borrow 
money  or  incur  debt  to  prosecute  a 
Civil  War  which  imperiled  its  ex- 
istence, he  could  hardly  have  gone 
beyond  One  Thousand  Millions  of 
Dollars — ^which  was  barely  a  third  of 
the  debt  actually  created ;  and,  when 
we  consider  also  the  State  and  local 
debts  likewise  incurred  in  raising  and 
fitting  out  their  several  contingents, 
the  actual  debt  incurred  was  probably 
over  Four  Billions — the  total  expendi- 
ture in  prosecuting  the  War  on  our 
side  being  considerably  above  that 
stupendous  sum. 

The  marvel  of  this  achievement  is 
not  dwarfed  by  the  fact  that  the 
Rebels  encountered  even  greater 
financial  straits  and  struggled  through 
kindred  difficulties.  They  were  fight- 
ing almost  always  on  their  own  soil 
— they  used  railroads,  &c.,  as  though 
they  were  public  property — ^nearly 
all  their  men  of  wealth  and  position 
either  were  or  professed  to  be  wholly 
devoted  to  their  cause,  and  ready  to 
contribute  whatever  they  had  to  its 
maintenance.  They  paid  nothing  as 
bounties  to  recruits,  obtaining  them 
by  a  relentless  conscription  ;  their 
marches  were  hundreds  of  miles  to 
our  thousands.  On  the  ocean,  they 
spent  little  or  nothing ;  while  our  out- 
lay for  vessels,  in  building,  equip- 
ping, and  maintaining  our  fleets  and 
naval  armaments,  amounted  to  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  dollars.  True, 
they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  irre- 
deemable paper  earlier,  while  its 
depreciation  proceeded  fast^  and 
much  farther  than  ours;  but,  hav- 
ing ceased  to  pay  their  soldiers,  and 
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I860 — June  80— total.. 

1861  "      "        " 

1862  "  "  " 
1868  "  "  " 
1864        "      "        " 


I  fdeding  them  mainly  by  requisitions, 

i        ,  they  were  able  to  prosecute  the  con- 
i  test  after  their  credit  was  gone  and 

f  their  currency  worthless;  whereas, 

L  had  the    time    ever    arrived  when 

*  greenbacks'  would  no  longer  buy  ba- 
^  con,  at  some  not  absolutely  intolera- 

ble price,  that    circumstance  must 
have  ended  the  War.     The   South 
was  not  so  rich  nor  so  populous  that 
.  an  invading  army  might  there  sup- 

port itself,  however  amply  provided 
with  arms  and  munitions. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  National 
Debt  is  summarily  exhibited  in  the 
following  table : — 

$64,760,708 

90,867,828 

514,211,871 

1,097,274,860 

1,740,086,689 

1866— March  8l8t " 2,428,487,001 

1866— Jan.  1  (less  cash  on 

hand) 2,749,491,745 

To  make  treasury  notes,  or  any 
form  of  Government  promise,  a  legal 
tender,  is  an  exercise  of  sovereign 
power  which  only  a  great  public  exi- 
gency will  justify,  and  which  a  states- 
man will  hesitate  long  before  resort- 
ing to ;  but  there  are  cases  wherein 
no  practical  alternative  eidsts ;  and 
ours  was  such  a  case. 

The  banks  of  the  loyal  States  were 
forced  to  suspend  specie  payments  in 
December,  1861 — ^followed,  of  course, 
by  the  Treasury,  whose  heavy  de- 
mands had  been  the  primary  cause 
of  suspension.  The  act  of  Congress 
that  authorized  "  an  issue  of  treasury 
notes,  which  should  be  a  l^al  tender 
as  money  throughout  the  United 
States,  was  a  natural   consequence. 


**  Yirtnal  dose  of  the  War.  But  the  pajing 
off  and  mustering  out  of  our  vast  armies,  the 
Mttlflment  of  eutatanding  bills,  &&,  required — 


The  amount  first  provided  for  was 
$150,000,000 ;  but  the  aggregate  is- 
sued was  increased,  under  subsequent 
acts,  till  it  exceeded  $433,000,000,  be-' 
side  a  very  large  amount  in  notes 
which  bore  interest' and  were  payable 
at  a  specified  early  day. 

The  general  suspension  of  specie 
payment  was  instantly  followed  by  a 
depreciation  of  the  Currency — ^in 
other  words,  the  bank  notes  which 
formed  the  usual,  recognized  circula- 
ting medium  wherein  payments  were 
made,  sank  in  value  below  the  coin 
they  represented — ^the  disparity  being 
indicated  by  the  premium  at  which 
gold  could  be  purchased  with  irre- 
deemable paper.  Throughout  Janu- 
ary, 1862,  this  ranged  fixmi  1  to  6 
per  cent. ;  in  February,  its  range  of 
fluctuation  was  within  those  extremes, 
or  from  2^  to  4f  per  cent.  InMarch, 
April,  and  May— though  the  *  L^al 
Tender'  act  had  meantime  been 
passed  and  the  issue  of  treasury  notes 
(or  'greenbacks')  commenced — ^the 
range  was  from  1}  to  Z^  per  cent. ; 
but  in  June  it  mounted  to  9^ ;  and 
in  July  (after  McClellan's  fedlore  be- 
fore Bichmond)  to  20^  per  cent.  In 
August,  it  fell  off— varying  fix)m  l&J 
to  15^ ;  but  in  September  it  mount- 
ed to  24J,  and  in  October  to  36^  per 
cent.  In  November  and  December, 
it  ranged  between  29^  and  33 J;  but, 
in  January,  1863 — ^under  the  dis- 
heartening influence  of  Bumside's 
misfortimes  at  and  near  Fredericks- 
burg— ^it  went  up  to  60  per  cent. 
Here  are  its  highest  and  lowest 
rulings  during  the  two  following 
years  of  anxiety  and  doubt— of  alter* 
nate  hope  and  despair: 


aa  the  next  item  indicates— nearly  Four  Hun« 
dred  Milliana  more /'raising  our  total  Debt  to 
about  $2,800,000,000.  '^  Feb.  25, 1801 
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1864. 


January, 
Febmuy 
Maroh 


Jnly 

Aogast 

Beptember. 

Oetober... 

Kovember. 

Daoember, 

By  the  pecnniarj  gauge  thus  af- 
forded, it  appears  that  the  rerj  darkest 
hours  of  our  contest — those  in  which 
oar  loyal  people  most  profoundly  de- 
spaired of  a  successful  issue — ^were 
those  of  July  and  August,  1864;  fol- 
lowing Grant's  repulse  from  Cold 
Sarbor,  the  mine  explosion  before 
Petersburg,  and  during  Early's  un- 
punished incursion  into  Mu^land, 
and  his  cavalry's  raids  up  to  Cham- 
bersburg  and  McConnellsburg. 


Two  abortive  efforts  to  open  a  door 
tp  accommodation  between  the  belli- 
gerents were  made  during  this  gloomy 
period.  One  of  these  originated 
witjix  certain  Confederates  &en  in 
Canada,  one  of  whom  wrote  **  to  the 
author  of  this  woik,  averring  that 
Heears.  Clement  C.  Clay,  of  Alabama, 
James  P.  Holcombe,  of  Virginia,  and 
Geo.  N,  Sandejrs  (lie  writer)  would 
proceed  to  TTa^ington  in  the  interest 
of  Peace,  if  full  protection  were  ac- 
corded them.  Being  otherwise  confi- 
dentially assured  that  the  two  former 
had  full  powers  from  Bichmond,  Mr. 
Greeley  forwarded  the  application  to 
President  Lincoln,  urging  that  it  be 
responded  to,  and  suggesting  certain 
terms  of  reunion  and  peace  which  he 
judged  might  be  advantageously  prof- 
fered to  the  Rebels,  whether  they 
should  be  acc^ted  or  rejected.  The 
foots  that  an  important  election  was 
then  pending  in  North  Carolina, 
wherein  William  W.-Holden  was  an 


avowed  anti-Davis  and  virtoal  re- 
union candidate  for  Governor,  and 
that  his  triumph  would  be  a  sta^err 
ing  blow  to  the  Confederacy,  wer^ 
urged  as  affording  special  reasons  &xr 
treating  the  Niagara  overture  in  such 
manner  as  to  strengthen  the  Peac^ 
Party  in  that  and  in  other  revolted 
States.  The  "  Plan  of  Adjustment'' 
which  he  suggested  that  the  Preai- 
dent  might  advantageously  offer,  in 
case  he  should  decide  to  make  any 
offer,  was  as  follows : 

"  1.  The  Union  is  restored  and  deolared 
perpetual. 

**2.  Slavery  is  utterly  and  forever  abolish- 
ed throughout  the  same. 

*^  8.  A  complete  amnesty  for  all  political 
offenses,  with  a  restoration  of  all  the  in- 
habitants of  each  fiitate  to  all  the  privfleges 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

"4.  The  Union  to  pay  four  hundred  mil- 
Hon  dollars  ($400,000,000)  in  five  per  cent. 
United  SUtes  stock  to  the  kte  Slave  States, 
loyal  and  secession  alike,  to  be  apportioned 
pro  rata^  according  to  their  slave  pK^pulation 
respectively,  by  the  census  of  1860,  in  com* 
pensation  for  the  losses  of  their  loyal  citi- 
zens by  the  abolition  of  Slavery.  Each 
State  to  be  entitled  to  its  quota  upon  the 
ratification  by  its  Legislature  of  this  adjust- 
ment. The  bonds  to  be  at  the  absolute  dit- 
posal  of  the  Legislature  aforesaid. 

<'  5.  The  said  Slave  States  to  be  entitled 
henceforth  to  representation  in  the  House  on 
the  basis  of  their  total,  instead  of  their  Fede- 
ral population :  the  whole  being  now  firee. 

*^  6.  A  National  Convention  to  be  assem- 
bled so  soon  as  may  be,  to  ratify  this  adjust- 
ment, and  make  such  changes  in  the  Oon* 
^tution  as  may  be  deemed  advisable.*^ 

He  added: 

.^'  I  do  not  sav  that  a  Just  peace  is  now  at- 
tdnable,  though  I  believe  it  to  be  so.  Butt 
do  say  that  a  frank  offer  by  you  to  the  in- 
surgents of  terms  which  the  impartial  most 
say  ought  to  be  accepted,  will,  at  the  worst, 
prove  an  immense  and  sorely  needed  advan- 
tage to  the  National  cause.  It  may  save  us 
from  a  Northern  insurrection. 

"  P.  S. — Even  though  it  should  be  depnir 
ed  unadvisable  to  make  an  offer  of  terms  tip 
the  Rebels,  I  insist  that,  in  any  possible  oase, 
it  is  desirable  that  any  offer  they  may  b« 
disp09ed  to  make  should  be  received,  and 
either  accepted  or  rejected.    I  beg  yon  to 


'  July  5,  1864. 
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ilMte  those  now  at  Niagara  to  exhibit  their 
credentials  and  submit  their  nltimatum. 

"H.O." 

The  President  hereupon  saw  fit — 
alike  to  the  surprise  and  the  regret  of 
his  correspondent — ^to  depute  him  to 
proceed  to  Niagara,  and  there  oom- 
mnnicate  with  the  persons  in.  question. 
He  most  relnctatitly  consented  to  go, 
but  under  a  misapprehension  which 
insured  the  failure  of  the  effort  in  any 
event     Though  he  had  repeatedly 
amd  explicitly  written  to  the  President 
that  he  knew  nothing  as  to  what  the 
Oonfederates    in    Canada   might  or 
would  propose  as  a  basis  of  adjust- 
ment, and  did  not  greatly  care  (since 
the  more  unreasonable  their  proposi- 
tion, the  better  for  the  Kational  cause), 
and  had  neither  purpose  nor  desire  to 
"be  made  a  confidant,  much  lees  an 
agent  in  the  premises,  it  was  expected 
en  the  President's  part  that  he  was 
^rirtually  and  substantially  to  nego- 
tiate and  settle  the  basis  of  a  pacifi- 
cation with  them ;  so  that  their  visit 
to  Washington  wasin  effect  to  be  the 
result,  and  not  the  possible  occasion, 
of  adjustment  and  peace.    This  ex- 
pectation was  indicated  in  a  final 
mote  from  the  President,  transmitted 
"by  his  Private  Secretary,  Maj.  Hay, 
with  the  messf^  that  sent  him  to 
liTiagara;   but  its  purport  yras  mis- 
apprehended in  vie-w"  of  his  explicit,  re- 
peated refusals  to  do  more  in  the  pre- 
mises than  be  the  means  of  bringing 
the  Confederate  agents  to  Washing- 
ton, provided  they  should  prove  to  be 
responsibly  accredited.      The  whole 
matter  thus  terminated  in    failure 
smd  disappointment,  with  some  ex- 
s»peration  on  the  Kebel  side,  and 
very  decided  condemnation  on  the 
part  of  the  (Opposition,  because  of  a 
final  missive   from    the   President, 
couched  in  these  terpi# : 


"ExECTjnvB  Mansion,     ( 
"  Washinqton,  July  18,  1864.  j 
^*  To  wham  it  may  concern  : 

'^Any  propositioQ  which  embraoes  th^ 
restoration  of  peace,  the  integrity  of  the 
whole  Union,  and  the  abandonment  of  Sla- 
very, and  which  comes  by  and  with  an  an- 
ihority  that  can  control  the  armies  now  at 
war  against  the  United  States,  will  be  rer 
ceived  and  considered  by  the  Exeontiye 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
be  met  by  liberal  terms  on  substantial  and 
collateral  points;  and  the  bearer  or  bearer* 
thereof  shall  have  safe  conduct  both  ways* 
"(Signed)        Absaham  Lincoln." 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Holcombe  made 
the  most  of  this  in  a  public  manir 
festo,  intended  to  *  fire  the  Southern 
heart,'  and  to  disaffect  those  in  the 
loyal  States  who  were  anxious  for 
honorable  peace  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment. And  there  was  a  very  widefr 
spread  impression  that  the  overture 
of  the  Confederates  had  not  beei^ 
met  in  the  manner  best  calcxdated  to 
strengthen  the  National  cause  and 
invigorate  the  arm  of  its  supporters. 
In  other  words,  it  was  felt  that— 
since  the  overture  originated  with 
them — ^they  should  have  been  allow- 
ed to  make  their  own  proposition, 
and  not  required  in  effect  to  make 
one  dictated  to  them  from  our  side, 
however  inherently  reasonabla 

But,  happily,  another  negotiaticm 
— even  more  irr^ular  and  wholly 
clandestine— had  simultaneously  been 
in  progress  at  Bichmond,  with  a 
similar  result.  Eev.  Col.  James  F. 
Jaques,  78d  Illinois,  with  Mr.  J,  E. 
Gilmore,  of  New  York,  had,  with 
President  lincoln's  knowledge,  but 
without  his  formal  permission,  paid 
a  visit  to  the  Confederate  capital 
on  a  Peace  errand ;  being  allowed  to 
pass  through  the  lines  of  both  armies ; 
iox  the  purpose.  Arrived  in  Bich-i 
mond,  they  addressed  a  joint  letter 
to  Judah  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of 
State,  requesting  an  interview  with 
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President  Davis,  which  was  accord- 
ed ;  and  a  long,  familiar,  earnest  col- 
'ioqny  ensued,  wherein  tiie  Confede- 
rate chief  presented  his  nltimatum  in 
these  terms : 

*'  I  desire  peace  as  mncli  as  70U  do ;  I 
deplore  bloodshed  as  much  as  70a  do ;  but 
I  feel  that  not  one  drop  of  the  blood  shed 
in  this  War  is  on  my  hands — ^I  can  look 
np  to  my  God  and  say  this.  I  tried  all  in 
my  power  to  avert  this  War.  I  saw  it  com- 
ing, and  for  twelve  years  I  worked  night 
and  day  to  prevent  it ;  bnt  I  could  not. 
The  North  was  mad  and  blind ;  it  would 
not  let  us  govern  ourselves;  and  so  the 
War  came :  and  now  it  must  go  on  till  the 
last  man  of  this  generation  falls  in  his  tracks, 
and  his  children  seize  his  musket  and  fight 
our  battle,  unless  you  (Mhn&voledge  our  ri{fht 
to  self-government.  We  are  not  fighting  for 
Slavery.  We  are  fighting  for  Indkpbn- 
nEKCE ;  and  tJiat  or  extermination  we  will 
have,'' 

Again,  at  parting,  Mr.  Davis  bade 
them — 

"Say  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  from  me,  that  I 
shall  at  any  time  be  pleased  to  receive  pro- 
posals for  peace  on  the  basis  of  our  inde- 
pendence. It  will  be  useless  to  approach 
me  with  any  other." 

Thus  it  was  not  only  incontestably 
settled  but  proclaimed,  through  the 
volunteered  agency  of  two  citizens, 
that  the  War  must  go  on  until  the 
Confederacy  should  be  recognized  as 
an  independent  power,  or  till  it  should 
be  utterly,  finally  overthrown.  The 
knowledge  of  this  fact  was  worth 


more  than  a  victory  to  the  National 
cause.  For,  though  the  Confederate 
chie&  had  ever  held  but  one  language 
on  this  point — ^hadatnotimegivenany 
one  reason  to  believe  that  they  might 
be  reconciled  to  the  Union — it  was 
habitually  assumed  by  the  Opposi- 
tion in  the  loyal  States  that  they 
were  fighting  not  against  the  Union, 
but  against  Abolition  ;  and  that  they 
might  easily  be  placated  and  won  to 
loyalty,  were  but  the  Democratic 
party  restored  to  power." 


The  Democratic  National  Conven- 
tion had  been  originally  called**  to 
assemble  at  Chicago  on  the  4th  of 
July ;  but  its  meeting  was,  in  June, 
postponed  to  the  29th  of  August; 
on  which  day,  it  there  assembled, 
and  was  fully  organized,  with  Gov. 
Horatio  Seymour,  of  New  York,  as 
President.  The  States  not  absolutely 
in  the  power  of  the  Rebellion  were 
fully  and  strongly  represented ;  but, 
in  addition  to  Uie  delegates,  there 
was  a  vast  concourse  of  the  mas- 
ter-spirits of  the  party,  especially 
from  the  Western  States,  where  hos- 
tility to.  the  War  was  more  pronounced 
and  unqualified  than  at  the  East; 
while  the  *  Order  of  American 
Knights,*   *Sons  of  Liberty,'  or  by 


"  John  B.  Jones,  formerlj  editor  of  tlio 
Southern  Monitor^  Philadelphia,  who  returned  to 
hiB  native  South  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, and  obtained  a  clerkship  in  the  Confederate 
War  Department,  in  his  'Rebel  War-Olerk's 
Diary,'  thus  records  an  incident  of  Mr.  0.  L. 
Yallandigham's  brief  sojourn  in  the  Confederacy 
under  the  sentence  of  Oen.  Bumside's  court- 
martial: — 

^'June  22d,  1863. — ^To-day,  I  saw  the  memoran- 
dum of  Mr.  Ould,  of  the  conyersation  held  with 
Mr.  Vallandigham,  for  file  in  the  archives,  ffe 
says,  if  we  can  only  hold  oul  (his  year,  ihai  the 
Feacepariy  of  the  Notih  would  sweep  the  Lincoln 
dynasty  out  of  poliHcal  exisUnce,  He  seems  to 
have  thought  tliat  our  cause  was  sinking,  and 
feared  we  would  submit ;  which  would,  of  course, 
hp  ruinous  to  his  party.   But  he  advisee  strongly 


against  any  invasion  of  Pennsylvania;  for  that 
would  unite  all  parties  at  the  North,  and  so 
strengthen  Lincoln's  hands  that  he  would  be  able 
to  crush  all  opposition,  and  trample  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  people. 

*'  Mr.  Yallandigham  said  nothing  to  indicate 
that  either  he  or  the  party  had  any  other  idea 
than  that  the  Union  would  be  reconstructed  un- 
der Democratic  rule.  The  President  indorsed, 
with  his  own  pen,  on  this  document,  that,  in  re- 
gard to  invasion  of  the  North,  experience  proved 
the  oontraiT  of  what  Mr.  Vallandigham  asserted. 
But  Mr.  Yallandigham  is  for  restoring  the  Umoo, 
amicably,  of  course ;  and,  if  it  can  not  be  so  don^ 
then  prasibly  he  is  in  fiivor  of  recogni»ng  our 
independence.  He  says  any  reconstruction 
whidi  is  not  v(duntary  on  our  part  would  soon 
be  followed  by  another  separation,  and  a  wont 
war  than  the  present  ono.**  *  Jan.  19; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    SPIRIT    OP    THE    CHICAGO    CONVENTION. 


607 


whatever  name  the  secret,  oath-bound 
leagues  of  thorough-going  sympathi- 
zers with  Slavery  and  the  Eebellion 
chose  to  be  known  to  each  other, 
were,  by  evident  preconcert,  on  hand 
in  extraordinary  strength  and  in  im- 
measurable virulence.  Gov.  H.  Sey- 
mour— who  seems  to  have  nursed 
secret  hopes  of  achieving  a  nomina- 
tion for  t^e  Presidency — made  an 
extreme  anti-War  address  on  assum- 
ing the  chair ;  but  his  polished  sen- 
tences seemed  tame  and  moderate  by 
comparison  with  the  fiery  utterances 
volunteered  from  hotel  balconies,  on 
street-comers,  and  wherever  space 
could  be  found  for  the  gathering  of 
an  impromptu  audience;  while  the 
wildest,  most  intemperate  utterances 
of  virtual  treason — ^those  which  would 
have  caused  Lee's  army,  had  it  been 
present,  to  forget  its  hxmger  and  rags 
in  an  ecstasy  of  approval — were  sure 
to  evoke  the  loudest  and  longest 
plaudits.  For  example,  the  ex-Rev.  C. 
Chauncey  Burr,  of  New  Jersey,  thus 
set  forth  his  sympathy  with  the  in- 
surgents : — 

"  We  haS  no  right  to  bum  their  wheat- 
fields,  steal  their  pianos,  spoons,  or  jewelry. 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  stolen  a  good  many  thou- 
sand negroes ;  but  for  every  negro  he  had 
thus  stolen  he  had  stolen  10,000  spoons.  It 
had  been  said  that,  if  the  South  would  lay 
down  their  arms,  they  would  be  received 
back  into  the  Union.  The  South  could  not 
honorably  lay  down  her  arms,  for  she  was 
fighting  for  her  honor.  Two  millions  of 
men  Lad  been  sent  down  to  the  slaughter- 
pens  of  the  South,  and  the  anny  of  Lincoln 
could  not  again  be  filled,  neither  by  enlist- 
ments nor  conscription.  If  he  ever  uttered 
a  prayer,  it  was  that  no  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union  should  be  conquered  and  subju- 
gated.'' 

Rev.  ITenry  Clay  Dean,  of  Iowa, 

said: 

**  For  OYew  three  years,  Lincoln  had  been 
calling  for  men,  and  they  had  been  given. 
But,  w\tih  all  the  vast  armies  placed  at  his 
command,  he  had  failedl/otM// /AiLXDlll 


FAILEDIIII  Such  a  failure  had  never 
been  known.  Such  destruction  of  human 
life  had  never  been  seen  since  the  destruc- 
tion of  Sennacherib  by  the  breath  of  the 
Almighty.  And  still  the  monster  usurper 
wanted  fhore  men  for  his  slaughter-pens.  * 
♦  ♦  Ever  since  the  usurper,  traitor,  and 
tyrant,  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair, 
the  Republican  party  had  shouted  *  War  to 
the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt  V  Blood 
had  flowed  in  torrents ;  and  yet  the  thirst  of 
the  old  monster  was  not  quenched.  His 
cry  was  for  more  blood." 

Such  was  the  spirit  of  the  ha- 
rangues which  were  poured  forth  on 
every  side  throughout  the  sittings  of 
that  Convention.  Their  substance 
was  tersely  though  coarsely  summed 
up  in  the  remark  of  Judge  Miller,  of 
Ohio,  that 

"There  is  no  real  difference  between  a 
War  Democrat  and  an  Abolitionist.  They 
are  links  of  one  sausage,  made  out  of  the 
same  dog." 

None  can  say  how  many  of  the 
vast  gathering  who  yelled  assent  to 
such  utterances  knew  that  they  were 
surrounded  by  and  mixed  up  with 
Eebel  officers  fi'esh  from  Canada,  who 
had  been  sent  here  expressly  to  co- 
operate with  certain  domestic  traitors, 
high  in  office  in  the  secret  organiza- 
tions aforesaid,  in  the  sudden  muster- 
ing of  a  force,  mainly  of  ^American 
Knights'  (locally  known  as  ^  Illini'), 
which  should  first  liberate  the  8,000 
Rebel  captives  then  held  in  Camp 
Douglas,  near  that  city ;  thence  rush- 
ing with  rapidly  augmented  numbers 
to  the  achievement  of  a  similar  suc- 
cess at  the  prison-camp  near  India- 
napolis— ^thus  raising  the  siege  of 
Eichmond  and  Atlanta  by  '  a  fire  in 
the  rear* — ^but  that  such  a  conspiracy 
had  for  weeks  existed;  that  many 
then  in  Chicago  were  heartily  en- 
gaged in  it;  and  that,  but  for  the  ex- 
traordinary astuteness,  vigilance,  and 
energy,  of  CoL  B.  J.  Sweet,  then  in 
command  over  Camp  Douglas — there 
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would  have  been  at  least  a  desperate 
otteTnpt  to  execute  the  bloody  pro- 
gramme— are  facts  which  rest  on 
testimony  too  positive,  and^  drawn 
from  too  many  independent  sources, 
to  be  distrusted.  But  Sweet  had 
mastered  their  secret,  through  the 
treachery  of  one  or  more  who  were 
trusted  by  the  leaders,  and  had  ac- 
cumulated such  an  array  of  force  that, 
when  the  time  came  for  striking  the 
blow,  its  failure  was  so  plainly  in- 
evitable that  a  postponement  was  or- 
dered." 

A  strong  Committee  of  one  f5pom 
each  State,  whereof  Hon.  James 
Guthrie,  of  Kentucky,  was  chairman, 
but  C.  L.  Vallandigham,  recently  re- 
turned from  Canada^  a  master-spirit^ 
having  been  chosen  to  construct  a 
party  platform  for  the  canvass,  that 
Conmiittee  in  due  time  reported  the 
following : — 

^^RMohed,  That  in  t^iefattire,  as  in  the 
padt,  we  will  adhere  with  uiiswerviiig 
f  delitj  to  the  Union  under  the  Oonstitution, 
as  the  only  solid  foundation  of  our  strength, 
security,  and  happiness  as  a  people,  and  as 
a  framework  of  government  equally  condu- 
cive to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  all  the 
States,  both  Northern  and  Southern. 

"  Mosohed,  That  this  Convention  does  ex- 
plicitly declare,  as  the  sense  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  that,  after  four  years  of  failure 
to  restore  the  Union  by  the  experiment  of 
war,  during  which,  under  the  pretense  of  a 
military  necessity  of  a  war  power  higher 
than  the  Constitution,  l^e  Constitution  itself 
has  been  disregarded  in  every  part,  and  pub- 
lic liberty  and  private  right  alike  trodden 
down,  and  the  material  prosperity  of  the 
country  essentially  impaired,  justice,  hu- 
manity, liberty,  and  the  public  welfare  de- 
mand that  immediate  efforts  be  made  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to  an 
ultimate  Convention  of  all  the  States,  or 
other  peaceable  means,  to  tiie  end  that,  at 


the  earliest  practicable  moment,  peace  may 
be  restored  on  the  basis  of  the  Federal 
Union  of  the  States. 

**  JRetohedy  That  the  direct  interference  of 
the  miUtary  authority  of  the  United  States 
in  the  recent  elections  held  in  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Missouri,  and  Delaware,  was  a 
shameful  violation  of  the  Constitntion ;  and 
the  repetition  of  such  acts  in  the  approach- 
ing election  will  be  held  as  revolutionary, 
and  resisted  with  all  the  means  and  power 
under  our  oontroL 

"  R€9olf>ed^  That  the  »m  and  object  of  the 
Democratic  party  is  to  preserve  the  Federal 
Union  and  the  rights  of  the  States  unim- 
paired ;  and  they  hereby  declare  that  they 
consider  the  Administrative  usurpation  of 
extraordinary  and  dangerous  powers  not 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  the  Bubversio& 
of  the  civU  by  military  law  in  States  not  in 
insurrection,  the  arbitrary  military  arrest, 
imprisonment,  trial,  and  sentence,  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  in  States  where  civil  law  exists 
in  fhll  force,  the  suppression  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press,  the  denial  of  the 
ngbt  of  asylum,  the  open  and  avowed  dis- 
regard of  State  rights,  the  employment  of 
unusual  test-oaths,  and  the  interference 
with  and  denial  of  tiie  right  of  the  people 
to  bear  arms,  as  calculatMl  to  prevent  a 
restoration  of  the  Union  and  the  perpetua- 
tion of  a  government  deriving  its  just  powers 
fh>m  the  consent  of  the  governed. 

**  Resohed^  That  the  shameful  disregard 
of  the  Administration  to  its  duty,  in  respect 
to  our  fellow-citizens  who  now  and  long 
have  been  prisoners  of  war  in  a  suffering 
condition,  deserve  the  severest  reprobation, 
on  the  score  alike  of  public  interest  and 
common  humanity. 

^^Eesolf>&d^  That  the  sympathy  of  tlM 
Democratic  party  is  heartily  and  earnestly 
extended  to  the  soldiery  of  our  army,  w^ 
are  and  have  been  in  the  field  under  the  flag 
of  our  country ;  and,  in  the  event  of  our  at- 
taining power,  they  will  receive  aH  tiiie  care 
and  protection,  regard  and  kindness,  that 
the  brave  soldiers  of  tiie  Bepublio  have  sa 
nobly  eamed«" 

There  were  meu  in  that  ConTeuti(Hi 
whose  judgment  did  not  approve  this 
platform ;  but  these  were  intent  on 
the  nomination  of  McClellan  for  Pres- 
ident, and  feared  to  injure  his  chances 


^  Weeks  later,  with  larger  means  and  a  bet- 
ter organizatioD,  the  com^irators  had  pr^Nured 
for  an  outbreak  on  the  day  of  the  Presidential 
Election ;  but  Sweet,  fuHy  apprised  of  their  de- 
signs, pounced  upon  them  on  the  night  of  Nov. 
%  naldng  prisoners  of  Coi  G.  St  Leger  Gren- 


fell,  who  had  been  JohnlCorgan*8  Acb'atant,  OoL 
Ymcent  [brother  of  Gton.  IC.  M.]  Marmaduk^ 
Capt.  Oantrill,  of  Morgan's  old  command,  and 
several  Ulinois  traitors,  thus  oomi^tely  crush* 
ing  out  the  oonqp^lraoy,  Just  as  it  was  on  the 
point  of  inauguratiog  dvil  war  in  the  North. 
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by  attempting  to  stem  the  torrent. 
In  fact,  the  extreme  "Peace"  men, 
who  were  hostile  to  McClellan,  had 
from  the  first  been  intent  on  making 
a  platform  whereon  a  Major-Gbneral 
of  the  Union  aarmy  could  not  credita- 
bly stand ;  and  they  would  se^n  to 
have  succeeded. 

The  Convention  proceeding  to  de- 
signate by  ballot  a  candidate  for 
President,  Gen.  McClellan  received 
162  votes  to  64  for  others ;  bnt  sere* 
wd  delegations  now  changed  to  Mc- 
Clellan;  so  that  the  vote^  as  finally 
declared,  stood  202^  for  McClellan 
to  28i  for  Thomas  H.  Seymour,  of 
Connecticut.  Gov.  H.  Seymour  had 
voted  in  his  delegation  for  Justice 
Kelson,  of  the  Supr^ne  Court ;  but 
his  vote  was  swamped  by  a  dedded 
maJOTity  in  that  delegation  for  Mc- 
Clellan, which  gave  him  the  full  vote 
of  the  State.  McClellan's  nomina- 
tion was  now  made  unanimous. 

The  first  vote  for  Vioe-President 
showed  651-  for  James  Guthrie,  54| 
for  Geo.  H.  Pendleton,  of  Ohio,  82i 
for  Gov.  Powell,  of  Ky.,  26  for  Geo. 
W.  Cass,  of  Pa.,  and  47i  scattering. 
As  Mr.  Pendleton  had  in  Congress 
been  an  unswerving  opponent  of  the 
War,  and,  as  the  "Peace''  men 
evinced  anxiety  for  his  nomination, 
Mr.  Guthrie's  name  was  withdrawn, 
and  Mr.  Pendleton  unanimously 
nominated.  The  Convention  soon 
dissolved,  after  providing  that  it 
iziight  be  reconvened  if  necessary. 


When  the  platform  was  read  next 
morning  by  the  cooler  millions 
throughout  the  land,  whose  blood  had 
not  been  fevered  by  the  harangues 
of  the  '  Sons  of  liberty,'  it  was  very 
widely  felt  by  Denuxsrats  that  the 


Convention  had  made  an  enormous 
and  probably  &tal  mistake;  while 
those  supporters  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  who, 
a  few  weeks  earlier,  had  scarcely 
hoped  for  success,  and,  even  the  day 
before,  had  regarded  the  issue  as  ex- 
ceedingly doubtftd,  laid  down  their 
m(»7iing  pliers  in  joyful  confidence^ 
that  their  triumph  was  secure.  So 
stupendous,  so  amazing  a  political 
blunder,  had  not  been  committed  for 
the  last  twenty  years. 

Directly  on  the  back  of  this,  the 
tidings  were  flashed  over  the  country,. 
"Sherman  has  taken  Atlanta  1" 
"  Farragut  has  carried  the  defenses' 
of  Mobile  I  "emphasized  by  a  Procla- 
mation ^  from  President  Lincoln  for 
thanksgiving  in  all  the  churches  on 
the  following  Sabbath,  with  "the. 
National  thanks"  to  Sherman,  Far- 
ragut, Canby,  and' their  associates, 
and  salutes  of  100  guns  from  every 
i Navy  Yard  and  naval  arsenal"  for 
Mobile,  followed  by  like  salutes" 
from  each  military  headquarters  and 
military  arsenal  for  Atlanta.  It  was 
in  vain  that  Gen.  McClellan  attempt- 
ed to  stem  the  swelling  tide,  so  sud- 
denly evoked,  by  a  letter  of  accept- 
ance which  was  in  efiect  a  repudia- 
tion of  the  platform  whereon  he  had 
just  been  placed.    He  said : 

"The  Union  was  oHginaHy  formed  bj 
the  exercise  of  a  spirit  ot  conciliation  a&d 
compromise.  To  restore  and  preserve  it, 
the  same  spirit  must  nrevail  in  onr  council^ 
and  in  the  hearts  of  tne  people.  The  r^es- 
tablishment^  the  Union,  in  aH  its  integ-' 
rity^  is  and  mns^  continue  to  be  the  indis- 
pemaUe  con^tioa  in  anj  settlement  So 
soon  as  it  is  dear,  or  even  probable,  that 
oar  present  adversaries  are  readj  for  peace 
npon  the  basis  of  the  Union,  we  should  ez* 
hanst  all  the  resooroes  of  statosmanship 
practiced  bj  civilised  nations  and  taught  hj 
the  traditions  of  the  American  people,  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
comitrx,  to  secure  sneh  peace,  reestablish 
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the  Union,  and  guarantee  for  the  future  the 
constitutional  rights  of  every  State.  The 
Union  is  the  one  condition  of  peace.  We 
ask  no  more. 

**  Let  me  add  what  I  doubt  not  was,  al- 
though unexpressed,  the  sentiment  of  the 
Convention,  as  it  is  of  the  people  they  repre- 
sent :  that,  when  any  one  Stat-e  is  willing 
to  return  to  the  Union,  it  should  be  received 
at  once,  with  a  full  guarantee  of  all  its 
constitutional  rights.  If  a  frank,  earnest, 
and  persistent  effort  to  obtain  these  objects 
should  fail,  the  responsibility  for  ulterior 
consequences  will  fall  upon  those  who  re- 
main in  arms  against  the  Union;  but  the 
Union  must  be  preserved  at  all  hazards.  I 
could  not  look  in  the  face  my  gallant  com- 
rades of  the  army  and  navy  who  have  sur- 
vived so  many  bloody  battles,  and  tell  them 
that  their  labors  and  the  sacrifice  of  so  many 
of  our  slain  and  wounded  brethren  had  been 
in  vain — that  we  had  abandoned  that  Union 
for  which  we  have  so  often  periled  our  lives. 
A  vast  m^ority  of  our  people,  whether  in 
the  array  and  navy,  or  at  home,  would,  as  / 
would,  hail  with  unbounded  joy  the  perma- 
nent restoration  of  peace  on  the  basis  of 
the  Union  under  the  Constitution,  without 
the  effusion  of  another  cirop  of  blood; 
but  no  peace  eon  he  permanent  without 
Union,'' 

The  great  majority  very  properly 
recognized  the  Convention,  not  one  of 
its  candidates,  as  the  aathorized  ex- 
pounder of  the  party's  principles  and 
purposes,  and  the  platform,  not  the 
letter  of  acceptance,  as  the  authentic 
party  creed.  Gov.  Seward,  called 
out "  by  a  procession  of  the  Lincoln 
and  Johnson  Association  of  Wash- 
ington, pungently  said : 

"  Fellow  Citizens :  Tlie  Democracy  at 
Chicago,  after  waiting  six  weeks  to  see 
whether  this  war  for  the  Union  is  to  succeed 
or  fail,  finally  concluded  that  it  would  fail ; 
and  therefore  went  in  for  a  nomination  and 
platform  to  make  it  the  sure  thing  by  a  ces- 
sation of  hostilities  and  an  abandonment  of 
the  contest.  At  Baltimore,  on  the  contrary, 
we  determined  that  there  should  be  no  such 
thing  as  failure ;  and  therefore  we  went  in 
to  save  the  Union  by  battle  to  the  last. 
Shermmi  and  Farragut  hate  knocked  the  bot- 
tom out  of  the  Chicago  nominations ;  and 
the  elections  in  Vermont  and  Maine  prove 
the  Baltimore  nominations  stanch  and 
sound.    The  issue  is  thus  squarely  made  up 


— MeClellan  and  Disunion,  or  lAneoln  and 
Union,  Have  you  any  doubt  of  the  resalt 
on  that  issue?  [Cries  of  *NoP  'Nol^ 
Nor  do  /  have  any  doubt  Many  thanks, 
my  friends,  for  this  visit." 

Gen.  Fremont  now  withdrew"  his 
name  from  the  Presidential  canvass, 
^ying : 

**  The  Presidential  contest  has,  in  effect 
been  entered  upon  in  such  a  way  that  the 
union  of  the  Republican  party  had  become 
a  paramount  necessity.  The  policy  of  the 
Democratic  party  signifies  either  separation 
or  r^establishment  with  Slavery.  The  Chi- 
cago platform  is  simply  separation.  Gen. 
McCleilan^s  letter  of  acceptance  is  re- 
establishment  with  Slavery.  The  Republi- 
can candidate  is,  on  the  contrary,  pledged 
to  the  rSestablishment  of  the  Union  mthofU 
Slavery ;  and,  however  hesitating  his  policy 
may  be,  the  pressure  of  his  party  will,  we 
may  hope,  force  him  to  it.  jB^tween  these 
issues,  I  think  that  no  man  of  the  liberal 
party  can  rem»n  in  doubt ;  and  I  believe  I 
am  consistent  with  my  antecedents  and  my 
principles  in  withdrawing — not  to  aid  in  the 
triumph  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  but  to  do  my  part 
toward  preventing  the  election  of  the 
Democratic  candidate.  In  respect  to  Mr. 
Lincoln,  I  continue  to  hold  exactly  the  senti- 
ments contained  in  my  letter  of  acceptance. 
I  consider  that  his  administration  has  been 
politically,  militarily,  and  financially,  a 
failure,  and  that  its  necessary  continuance 
is  a  cause  of  regret  for  the  country." 

A  few  of  the  ultra  "  Peace"  men 
talked  of  repudiating  MeClellan  be- 
cause of  his  letter  of  acceptance ;  and 
some,  probably,  refused  on  account 
of  it  to  vote  for  him ;  but  they  finally 
ran  no  ticket :  so  that  their  disaflfeo- 
tion  had  scarcely  a  perceptible  effect 
on  the  canvass.  Not  so  the  successive 
victories  of  Sheridan  in  the  Valley; 
which  did  not  serve  to  elect  Lincoh 
and  Johnson — that  had  been  already 
secured — ^but  doubtless  contribnted 
to  swell  then*  popular  and  electoral 
majority.  

The  Autumn  Elections  opened,  as 
usual,  with  Vermont ;"  wMchgavea 
slight  Republican  gain  on  the  vote 
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of  1863  for  Governor,"  and  on  the 
whole  ticket.  Maine  followed;"  and 
here  the  Opposition  claimed  an  en- 
couraging gain :  the  vote  being  far 
less  than  that  drawn  out  by  the  vehe- 
ment Contest  of  1863,  and  the  ma- 
jority reduced  in  proportion."  Both 
parties  then  held  their  breath  for  the 
returns  from  the  October  elections : 
Pennsylvania  and  Indiana  having 
for  an  age  been  held  to  indicate,  by 
the  results  of  those  elections,  the 
issue  of  the  pending  Presidential 
canvass.  Indiana  now  showed  a 
change  of  30,000  since  1862 ; "  elect- 
ing Governor  Morton  and  carrying 
the  Republican  tickets  throughout 
by  over  20,000  majority,  with  8  Ee- 
publican  to  3  Democratic  Represent- 
atives in  Congress — a  gain  of  4  seats 
to  the  victors.  The  vote  was  heavy 
beyond  precedent — swelled,  the  losers 
said,  unfairly.  Pennsylvania  elected 
no  State  oflScer  this  year  by  a  gene- 
ral vote  ;  but  her  representatives  in 
Congress — before  12  to  12 — ^were  now 
15  to  9,  with  a  Legislature  strongly 
Republican  in  both  branches,  and  an 
average  popular  majority  of  10,000  to 
15,000.  Ohio,  on  the  same  day," 
went  ^  Union'  by  a  popular  majority 
of  54,754  "  on  Secretary  of  State ; 
while,  instead  of  the  14  Democrats  to 
5  Republicans  chosen  in  '62  to  repre- 
sent her  in  Congress,  she  now  elected 
17  Republicans  to  two  Democrats. 
These  results  left  little  doubt  that  Mr. 
Lincoln  would  be  reelected  to  the 
Presidency. 


But  no  election  of  that  month  was 
of  more  lasting  consequence  than 
that  held  in  Maryland ; "  which  State 
was  now  to  adopt  or  reject  the  new 
Constitution  which  banished  Slavery 
from  her  soil  and  withdrew  the  Right 
of  Suffrage  from  those  of  her  citizens 
who  had  abetted  the  Rebellion.  The 
Constitution  was  carried — and  bare- 
ly carried — ^by  the  vote  of  her  soldiers 
in  the  field :  the  total  vote,  as  de- 
clared, being  30,174  for^  to  29,699 
against  ratifying ;  whereof  the  sol- 
diers gave  2,633  /oTj  to  163  against 
it.  Had  not  the  Convention  enabled 
them  to  vote  in  their  respective 
camps,  the  Constitution  would  have 
been  rejected  by  all  but  2,000  major- 
ity— the  vote  in  all  the  lower  coun- 
ties— that  is,  in  all  but  Baltimore, 
Cecil,  and  the  western  counties — 
showing  heavy  adverse  majorities. 

The  death  of  Roger  B.  Taney, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  day  which  witnessed  this  re- 
sult, was  a  remarkable  coincidence. 
Judge  Taney  had  long  been  a  main 
bulwark  of  Slavery,  not  only  in 
Maryland,  but  throughout  the  Union. 
The  Dred  Scott  decision  is  insepa- 
rably linked  with  his  name.  His 
natural  ability,  eminent  legal  attain- 
ments, purity  of  private  character, 
fulhiess  of  years,"  and  the  long 
period  he  had  officiated  as  Chief 
Justice,"  caused  him  to  be  regarded 
by  many  as  a  pillar  of  the  State ;  and 
Ms  death  at  this  moment  seemed  to 
mark  the  transition  from  the  era  of 


»  1863— SmiSSi   29,613 
1864— Smith,   31,260 
"Sept  32. 

•1863— Cony,   68,299 
1864— Oony,   62,389 

•  1862— Peele,     118,61Y 
1864— Morton,  162,084 


Redfleld,        11,962 
Bedfield,        12,283 

Bradbury,  50,683 

Howard,  46,476 

Athon,  128,160 

McDonald,  131,201 


"•  Oct  11. 

Union,     '  Dtm, 

"Smith,    231,210.^      Armstrcmg,       182,439. 

"  Oct  11-12. 

"  Bom  March  17,  1777. 

^  Appointed  by  Gkn.  Jackson,  March,  1836,  to 
sncoeed  John  Marnhall,  deceased. 
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Slftverj  to  that  of  Uiiivesreal  Free- 
dom. Thon^  lie  held  his  office  and 
dificharged  its  ftmctioiis  to  the  last, 
it  was  notorious  that  he  did  not 
and  (with  his  views)  could  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  Bepublic  in  her 
struggle  against  red-handed  Treason. 
Originally  an  ultra-FederaKst,  Slav- 
ery had  transformed  him  into  a 
practical  disciple  of  Calhoun. 

The  choice  of  Presidential  Elec^ 
tors  was  made  siinultaneously'*  in 
every  State ;  and  the  result  was  sudi 
88  all  intelligent  observers  had  for 
we^  anticipated.  Gen.  MeClellan 
secured  the  Electoral  votes  of  New 
Jea^Bejj  Delaware,  and  Kentucky — 
21  in  all :  the  residue— 312  "—were 
oast  for  Lincoln  and  Johnson.  The 
only  States  whwein  the  voters  were 
divided  with  a  near  approach  to 
equality  were  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Connecticut,  Delaware,  and  per- 
haps New  Hampdiire,  New  Jersey, 
and  Oregon. 

No  election  was  hcdd  in  the  ten 
States  which  were  or  had  been  most 
completely  under  the  sway  of  the 
Kebellion ;  and,  though  Lincoln  and 
Johnson  electors  were  chosen  in  Ten- 
neesee,  their  vot^  was  not  accepted 
and  counted  by  Congress.  The  ag- 
gregate poll  in  eadi  loyal  State  was 
as  follows : 

47,786 
8B,084 
48iT46 
8»718 
42,288 
18,826 

801,986 
68,014 

276,808 

8,767 

82,789 

64,801 

206,568 


Maine, 72,2« 

K«w  Hampshire 86,696 

Maseachusetts 126,742 

Bhode  Island 14,848 

Oonnecticnt 44,698 

Vermont *.. 42,422 

New  York 868,726 

New  Jersey 60,728 

PennsylTsnia 296,889 

D^aware 8,116 

Ifaryland. <^,158 

Kentucky 27,786 

Ohio 2«J,164 


Inrooui. 

Indiana 150,422 

Illinois 189,487 

Missonri  .• 72,991 

Michigan 85,852 

Iowa 87,881 

Wisconsin 79,564 

Minnesota 25,060 

California 62,184 

Oregon 9,888 

Kansas 14,228 

West  Virginia 28,228 

Nevada 9,826 


McOf.w.rnr. 

180,288 

158,849 

81,026' 

67,870 

49,260 

68,876 

•17,876 

48,841 

8,467 

8,871 

10,467 

6,694 


Total 2,218,666     1,802,287 

Linooln^s  popular  m^ority,  411,428. 

Fourteen  of  the  States  had  antho- 
rized  their  soldiers  in  the  field  to 
vote;  those  of  New  York  sending 
home  their  ballots  (sealed)  to  be  cast 
by  their  next  Mends.  Of  course,  no' 
one  can  say  hmo  her  soldiers  voted. 
The  vote  of  the  Minnesota  soldieiB- 
did  not  reach  h^  State  canvassers  in 
season  to  be  counted,  and  were  pro- 
bably destroyed  unopened.  So  with 
most  of  the  Vermont  soldiers'  vote. 
Of  the  States  whose  soldiers  voted  so 
that  their  ballots  can  be  distinguished, 
the  Army  vote  was  returned  as  fol- 
lows: 

Loroour.    MoOlbllav, 

Maine 4,174  T41 

New  Hampshire 2,066    .         690 

Vermont 248  49 

Pennsylvania 26,712  12,849 ' 

Maryland 2,800  821 

Kentucl^. 1,194  2,828 

Ohio 41,146  9,767 

Michigan.;.. 9,402  2,959 

Iowa; 16,178  1,864 

Wisconsin 11,872  2,468 

Kansas 2,867  543 

OflUlbmia......^. ......  2,600  287 

Total 1 19,754         84^291 

linooln's  minority,  85,46i^o>er  8  to  1. 


Oreat  changes  in  the  composition 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentattyes* 
necessarily  attended  this  result :  tha- 
new  House-  ultimately  comparing 
with  the  old  as  follows : 


» Ttiesday,  Nov.  8. 
'H^yada  chose  tinee 


elinton,  ai  she  had 


a  right  iti  do;  but  one  ol'  them  Daiied  to^i^pei^ 
and  his  t)QUeaguea  did  n6t  fill  hia  place. 
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XXXYIIIth  Gongreea.  XXXIXth  Gonrrees 

SiaUi,        M^,' Union.    Dtm,  Jitp.- Union,    D^m. 

California 8        —  8           — 

Oonneotlout 8          1  4           — 

Delaware 1        —  —             1 

Illinois 5          9  11             8 

Indiana. 4         7  8             8 

Iowa 6        —  6           — 

Kansas 1        —  1           — 

Kentnoky 4         5  4             6 

Maine 4          1  5            — 

Maryland 4          1  8             2 

Massachusetts..  10        —  10           — 

Michigan 5          1  6            — 

Minnesota 2        —  2           — 

Missouri 5          4  8              1 

New  Hampshire  2         1  8           — 

New  Jersey 1          4  2             8 

New  York 17        14  20           11 

Ohio 6        14  17             2 

Oregon 1        —  1           — 

Pennsylvania...  12        12  16              9 

Bhode  Island...  2        —  2           — 

Vermont 8        —  8           — 

West  Virgfada. .  8       —  8           — 

Wisconsin 8          8  6             1 

Nevada  (new) . . —       —  1           — 

Total 106        77  143           41 

KoTB.— Some  members  ultimately  became  alienated 
from  the  partj  by  which  they  were  respectively  elected ; 
some  were  unseated  as  improperly  returned;  and  sev- 
eral were  elected  from  States  formeriy  in  revolt  who 
were  not  admitted  to  seats;  the  above  table  conforms 
to  the  original  returns. 


The  XXXVIIIth  CongresB  reas- 
sembled*' soon  after  the  Presidential 
Election ;  and  Mr.  Lincoln  addressed 
to  it  his  last  Annnal  Message.  With 
reference  to  the  recent  election,  he 
said: 

**  Judging  bj  the  recent  canvass  and  its 
result,  the  purpose  of  the  people,  within  the 
loyal  States,  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the 
Union,  was  never  more  firm,  nor  more  near- 
ly unanimous,  than  now.  The  extraordinary 
oidmness  and  good  order  with  which  the 
millions  of  voters  met  and  mingled  at  the 
polls  give  strong  assurance  of  this.  Not 
only  all  those  who  supported  the  Union 
ticket,  so  called,  but  a  great  mtgority  of  the 
opposing  party  also,  may  be  fairly  claimed 
to  entertain,  and  to  be  actuated  by,  the 
same  purpose.  It  is  an  unanswerable  argu- 
ment to  this  effect,  that  no  candidate  for 
any  office  whatever,  high  or  low,  has  ven- 
tured to  seek  votes  on  the  avowal  that  he 
was  for  giving  up  the  Union.  There  have 
been  much  impugning  of  motives,  and  much 


heated  controversy  as  to  the  proper  meant 
and  best  mode  of  advancing  the  Union 
cause ;  but,  on  the  distinct  issue  of  Union 
or  no  Union,  the  politicians  have  shown 
their  instinctive  knowledge  that  there  is  no 
diversity  among  the  people.  In  affording 
the  people  the  fair  opportunity  of  showing, 
to  one  another  and  to  the  world,  this  firm- 
ness and  unanimity  of  purpose,  the  election 
has  been  of  vast  value  to  the  National  cause." 

He  disconraged  farther  attempts 
at  negotiation  with  '^  the  insurgent 
leader,"  as  precluded  by  the  fixed 
resolve  on  onr  side  not  to  concede 
Disunion  and  on  his  to  accept  nothing 
less ;  and  added  : 

"  In  presenting  the  abandonment  of  armed 
resistance  to  the  National  authority,  on  the 
part  of  the  insurgenta,  as  the  only  indis- 
pensable condition  to  ending  the  war  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  I  retract  nothing 
heretofore  said  as  to  Slavery.  I  repeat  the 
declaration  made  a  year  ago,  that,  *•  while  I 
remain  in  my  present  position,  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  retract  or  modify  the  Emancipa- 
tion Proclamation,  nor  shall  I  return  to 
Slavery  any  person  who  is  free  by  the  terms 
of  that  Proclamation,  or  by  any  of  the  acts 
of  Congress.'  If  the  people  should,  by  what- 
ever mode  or  means,  make  it  an  Executive 
duty  to  rCenslave  such  persons,  another,  and 
not  I,  must  be  their  instrument  to  perform  it. 

*^  In  stating  a  single  condition  of  peace,  I 
mean  simply  to  say  that  the  war  will  cease 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  whenever  it 
shall  have  ceased  on  the  part  of  those  who 
began  it."  

The  event  of  this  session  was  the 
passage,  by  the  required  two-thirds 
vote,  of  the  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment abolishing  and  forever  prohib- 
iting Slavery  throughout  the  United 
States.  This  measure  had  been  first 
submitted  "  to  the  Senate  by  Mr. 
Henderson  of  Mo.,  and  adopted  "  in 
that  branch  by  the  strong  vote  of  38 
to  6 ;  as  follows : 

Yeas — [Democrats  in  Italics,] 

Mainb — Fessenden,  Morrill. 

New  Hampshikb — Clark,  Hale. 

Massachusetts — Sumner,  Wilson. 

Rhode  Island — Anthony,  Sprague. 

CoxNEOTiouT — Dixon,  Foster. 

Vermont — Oollamer,  Foot. 

New  York — Harris,  Morgan. 

New  Jersey — Ten  Evck. 


•'DeaS,  1864 

VOL.  n.— 43. 


'  Jan.  11, 1864 


•Aprils. 
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Pennsylvania — Oowan. 
Maryland — Reverdy  Johnson, 
West  Virginia — Van  Winkle,  Willey. 
Ohio — Sherman,  Wade. 
Indiana — Henry  S.  Lane. 
Illinois — Trumbull. 
MissoDEi — Brown,  Henderson. 
Michigan — Chandler,  Howard. 
Iowa — Grimes,  Harian. 
Wisconsin — Doolittle,  Howe. 
Minnesota — Ramsey,  Wilkinson. 
Kansas— J.  H.  Lane,  Poraeroy. 
Oregon — Harding,  Nesmith, 
California — Conness. — Total,  38. 

Nays — [All  Democrats.] 
Delaware — Riddle,  Saulsbury. 
Kentucky — Davis,  Powell. 
Indiana — Hendricks. 
Caufornla — McDougall. — Total,  6. 

Kot  Voting. — Buckalew,  Pa.;  Wright, 
K.  J. ;  Hicks,  Md. ;  Bowden  and  Carlile, 
Va. ;  Richardson,  HI. — ^all  Democrats. 

But  it  failed"  in  theHoufle :  Teas 
95  ;  Nays  66 — substantially,  though 
not  absolutely,  a  party  division.  Mr. 
Ashley,  of  Ohio— changing  his  vote 
to  enable  him  to  do  so — ^now  moved 
a  reconsideration;  and  the  subject 
went  over  to  await  the  issues  of  the 
War  and  of  the  pending  election  of 
President. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  in  his  Message  already 
quoted,  now  urged  the  House  to  con- 
cur with  the  Senate  in  adopting  the 
Amendment — saying : 

"Without  questioning  the  wisdom  or 
patriotism  of  those  who  stood  in  opposition, 
1  venture  to  recommend  the  reconsidera- 
tion and  passage  of  the  measure  at  the  pres- 
ent session.  Of  course,  the  abstract  ques- 
tion is  not  changed ;  but  an  intervening 
election  shows,  almost  certainly,  that  the 
next  Congress  will  pass  the  measure  if  this 
does  not.  Hence,  there  is  only  a  question 
of  time  as  to  when  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment will  go  to  tiie  States  for  their  action. 
And,  as  it  is  to  so  go  at  all  events,  may  we 
not  agree  that  the  sooner  the  better?  It  is 
not  claimed  that  the  election  has  imposed  a 
duty  on  members  to  change  their  views  or 
their  votes,  any  further  than,  as  an  addi- 
tional element  to  be  considered,  their  judg- 
ment may  be  affected  by  it.  It  is  the  voice 
of  the  people  now,  for  the  first  time,  heard 
upon  the  question.  In  a  great  National  cri- 
sis, like  ours,  unanimity  of  action  among 


those  seeking  a  common  end  is  very  denra- 
ble — almost  indispensable.  And  yet,  no  ip- 
proach  to  such  unanimity  is  attainable,  un- 
less some  deference  shall  be  paid  to  the  will 
of  the  m^ority,  simply  because  it  u  the 
will  of  the  majority.  In  this  case,  the  com- 
mon end  is  the  maintenance  of  the  rnion; 
and,  among  the  means  to  secure  tb^t  end, 
such  will,  through  the  election,  is  most 
clearly  declared  in  favor  of  such  Constitu- 
tional Amendment." 

Mr.  Ashley  accordingly  called  up" 
in  the  House  his  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  above  given ;  and  the  quee- 
tion  was  at  length  brought*"  to  issue 
— a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
having  been  defeated  by  111  to  67— 
when  the  recoiWderation  was  or- 
dered :  Teas  11^  Nays  67.  The 
vote  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Senate  in  passing  the 
Amendment,  in  the  shape  reported 
by  Mr.  Trumbull  from  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  of  the  Senate— as 
follows : 

'''Be  it  re$ohed,  ^,  That  the  foUowiDf 
article  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  as  an  amen<^ent  to  the 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  which, 
when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  said  Legis- 
latures, shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  a  part  of  the  said  Oonstitution, 
namely : 

"Abtiolk  xm. 

"  Section  1.  Neither  Slavery  nor  involon- 
tary  servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for 
crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  beoi 
duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  place  subject  to  their  ja- 
risdiction. 

**Seo.  2.  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legisla- 
tion." 

The  House  now  concurred  with  lie 
Senate,  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas — [Democrats  in  Italics.] 

Maine — ^Blame,  Perham,  Pike,  Rice. 

New  Haicpshibe — Patterson,  Rollins. 

Massachusetts — Alley,  Ames,  BaldwiOt 
Boutwell,  Dawes,  Eliot,  Gooch,  Hooper, 
Rice,  W.  D.  Washburn. 

Rhode  Islaih) — Dixon,  Jenokes. 

OoNNEOTiouT — Braudagec,  Deming,  Bftf- 
lish,  J.  H.  Hubbard. 


*•  June  16. 


"Jan.  6,1866. 


*•  Jan.  31. 
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Ybbhont — ^Baxter,  Morrill,  Woodbridge. 

New  York — A.  W.  Olar^  Freeman 
Clark,  David,  Frank,  GansorLGriswold^  Her- 
rieiy  Hotchki8&  Hulburd,  Kellogg,  Little- 
John,  Marvin,  M.iller,  Morns,  NeUaUy  Odelly 
Pomeroy,  RciSford^  /S'^^jYan  Yalkenborg. 

New  Jebsey — Starr. 

Peitnsylvania — Baily^  BrooroaU,  Cof- 
frothy  Hale,  Kelley,  McAllister^  Moorhead, 
A-  Myera,  L.  Myers,  C.  O'Neill,  Schofield, 
Stevens,  Thayer,  Tracy,  Williams. 

Dslawabe — Smithers. 

Maryland  —  Oresswell,  Henry  Winter 
Davis,  F.  Thomas,  Webster. 

West  Yiboinia — Blair,  Brown,  Whaley. 

Kentucky — Anderson,  Bandall,  Smith, 
Teaman. 

Ohio— -Ashley,  Eokley,  Gttrfield,  Mutch- 
in$y  Sohenck,  Spanlding. 

INDIANA— -Colfax,  Dumont,  Julian,  Orth. 

Ilunois — Arnold,  Farnsworth,  Ingersoll, 
Norton,  E.  B.  Washburne. 

Missouri — Blow,  Boyd,  King,  Knox, 
Loan,  McOlnrg,  J.  8.  BolUns. 

Michigan  —  A,  C.  BcUdwiUy  Beaman, 
Driggs,  F.  W.  Kellogg,  Longyear,  Upson. 

Iowa — Allison,  GrinneU,  A.  W.  Hubbard, 
Kasson,  Price,  Wilson. 

Wisconsin  —  Oobb,  Mclndoe,  Sloan, 
Wheeler. 

Minnesota — Donnelly,  Windom, 

Kansas — ^Wilder. 

Obsoon — ^McBride. 

Nevada — Worthington. 

Oalifobnia — Oole,  Higby,  Shannon* — 
Total,  119. 

Nats — [All  Democrats,] 

Mains — Sweat. 

New  York  —  Brooks,  Gianler,  Kalb- 
fleisob,  Kernan,  Pruyn,  Townsend,  Ward, 
Winfield,  Ben.  Wood,  Fernando  Wood. 

New  Jersey — Perry,  W.  G.  Steele. 

Pennsylvania — ^Ancona,  Dawson,  Den- 
nison,  P.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Miller,  S.  J. 
Randall,  Stiles,  Stronse. 

Maryland — ^B.  G.  Harris. 

Kentucky — Clay,  Grider,  Harding,  Mal- 
lory,  Wadsworth. 

Omo — Bliss,  Oox,  Ilnck,  Wm.  Johnson, 
Long,  J.  R.  Morris,  Noble,  J.  O'Neill,  Pen- 
dleton, 0.  A.  White,  J.  W.  White. 

Indiana — Cravens,  Edgerton,  Harring- 
ton, Holman,  Law. 

Illinois— J.  C.  Allen,  W.  J.  Allen,  Eden, 
O.  M.  Harris,  Knapp,  Morrison,  Robinson, 
Boss,  Stuart 

Wisconsin — J,  S.  Brown,  Eldridge. 

Missouri— Hall,  Scott.— Total,  66. 

2fot  Voting — Lazear,  Pa. ;  Marcy,  N.  H. ; 
McDowell  and  Yoorhees,  Ind. ;  Le  Blond 
and  McKinney,  Ohio;  Middleton  and  Ro- 
gers, N.  J. — all  Democrats. 


[By  the  subsequent  ratification  of 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  States, 
this  Amendment  has  become  a  part 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.] 

Several  informal  attempts  at  open- 
ing negotiations  for  the  termination 
of  hostilities  were  made  in  the  course 
of  this  Winter — ^Hon.  Francis  P. 
Blair,  of  Maryland,  visiting  Rich- 
mond twice  on  the  subject,  with  the 
consent,  though  not  by  the  request, 
of  President  Lincoln.  At  length, 
upon  their  direct  application,  Messrs. 
Alex.  H.  Stephens,  John  A.  Camp- 
bell, and  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter,  were 
permitted  to  pass  Gen.  Grant's  lines 
before  Petersburg,  and  proceed  to 
Fortress  Monroe ;  where  they  were 
met  by  Gov.  Seward,  followed  by 
President  Lincoln;**  and  a  free,  fall 
conference  was  had :  but  it  resulted 
in  nothing.  The  Confederate  Com- 
missioners were  not  authorized  to  con- 
cede the  reunion  of  the  States;  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  would  treat  on  no  other 
basis ;  so  the  parties  separated  as  they 
met:  and  a  great  meeting  was  held** 
at  Richmond  on  the  return  of  those 
Commissioners,  which  was  addressed 
by  Gov.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia^ 
and  by  JeflTerson  Davis,  who  said : 

"  la  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, that  fonctionary  has  always  spoken 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Confederacy  as 
'onr  afflicted  country;'  but,  in  my  replies, 
I  have  never  failed  to  refer  to  them  as 
separate  and  distinct  governments;  and, 
sooner  than  we  should  ever  be  united  again, 
I  would  be  willing  to  yield  up  every  thing 
I  have  on  earth,  and,  if  it  were  possible, 
would  sacrifice  my  life  a  thousand  tunes  be- 
fore I  would  succumb.'' 

He  concluded  by  exhorting  those  at 
home,  who  were  able  to  bear  arms — 

"  to  nnite  with  those  already  in  the  army 
in  repelling  the  foe ;  believing  that  thereby 
we  would  compel  the  Yankees,  in  less  than* 


'  Feb.  3, 1866. 


**Feb.6. 
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twelve  montli8,.to  petition  us  for  peace  upon 
our  own  terms." 

The  meeting  unanimously 

^^Besohedy  That  we,  the  citizens  here 
assembled,  do  spurn,  with  the  indignation 
due  to  so  gross  an  insult,  the  terms  on 
which  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  offered  peace  to  the  people  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

**  EesohecL,  That  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  proffer  has  been  made  add  to 
tlie  outrage,  and  stamp  it  as  a  designed  and 
premeditated  indignity  to  our  people." 

A  ^'  War  Meeting"  was  held  there 
three  days  afterward ;  whereat  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter  presided,  and  addresses 
were  made  by  Secretary  J.  P.  Ben- 
jamin and  others.  This  meeting 
likewise 

^^Resohedj  1.  That  the  events  which  have 
occurred  during  the  progress  of  the  war 
have  but  confirmed  our  original  determina- 
tion to  strike  for  our  independence;  and 
that,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  will 
never  lay  down  our  arms  until  it  shall  have 
been  won.  [Wild  and  long-continued  cheer- 
ing followed  the  reading  of  this  resolution.] 

'^Eesohed,  2.  That,  as  we  believe  our 
resources  to  be  suflScient  for  the  purpose, 
we  do  not  doubt  that  we  shall  conduct  the 
war  successfully  to  that  issue;  and  we 
hereby  invoke  the  people,  in  the  name  of 
the  holiest  of  all  causes,  to  spare  neither 
their  blood  nor  their  treasure  in  its  mainte- 
nance and  support." 


Mr.  Lincoln's  Address,  on  *his 
second  inauguration"  as  President, 
may  fitly  close  this  final  chapter  of  our 
political  history.  In  its  profoundly 
religious  spirit,  its  tenderness,  its 
tmdesigned  solemnity,  in  view  of 
the  triumphs  already  achieved  and 
the  still  more  conclusive  triumphs 
rationally  anticipated  and  now  just 
at  hand,  the  reader  will  discern  the 
then  unperceived  but  awful  shadow 
of  impending  death : 

"Fbllow-Oountbtmek — ^At  this  second 
appearing  to  take  the  oath  of  the  Presidential 
omce,  there  is  less  occasion  for  an  extended 
address  than  there  was  at  Uie  first.   Then,  a 


statement  somewhat  in  detail  of  a  course  to 
be  pursued  seemed  fitting  and  proper.  Now, 
at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  during  which 
public  declarations  have  been  constantly 
called  forth  on  every  point  and  phase  of  the 
great  contest  which  still  absorbs  the  atten- 
tion and  engrosses  the  energy  of  the  nation, 
little  that  is  new  could  be  presented. 

"  The  progress  of  our  arms,  upon  which  all 
else  chiefly  depends,  is  as  well  known  to  the 
public  as  to  myself;  and  it  is,  I  trust,  rea- 
sonably satisfactory  and  encouraging  to  all.  * 
With  high  hope  for  the  future,  no  predic- 
tion in  regard  to  it  is  ventured. 

"  On  tJie  occasion  corresponding  to  this, 
four  years  ago,  all  thoughts  were  anx- 
iously directed  to  an  impending  civil  war. 
All  dreaded  it.  All  sought  to  avert  it. 
While  the  Inaugural  Address  was  being 
delivered  from  this  place,  devoted  altogether 
to  the  saving  of  the  Union  without  war,  in- 
surgent agents  were  in  the  city,  seeking  to 
destroy  it  without  war — seeking  to  dissolve 
the  Union  and  divide  the  effects  by  nego- 
tiation. Both  parties  deprecated  war;  but 
one  of  them  would  make  war  rather  than 
let  the  nation  survive ;  and  the  other  would 
accept  war  rather  than  let  it  peri^ — and 
the  war  came.  One-eighth  of  the  whole 
population  were  colored  slaves,  not  dis- 
tributed generally  over  the  Union,  but 
localized  in  the  Southern  part  of  it 
These  slaves  constituted  a  peculiar  and 
beneficial  interest.  All  knew  that  this  in- 
terest was  somehow  the  cause  of  the  war. 
To  strengthen,  perpetuate,  and  extend  this 
interest  was  the  object  for  which  the  insur- 
gents would  rend  the  Union  even  by  war; 
while  the  Government  claimed  no  right  to 
do  more  than  to  restrict  the  territorial  en- 
largement of  it.  Neither  party  expected  for 
the  war  the  magnitude  nor  the  duration 
which  it  has  already  attained.  Neither  an- 
ticipated that  the  cause  of  the  conflict  might 
cease  with,  or  even  before,  the  conflict  itself 
should  cease.  Each  looked  for  an  easier 
triumph  and  a  result  less  fundamental  and 
astounding.  Both  read  the  same  Bible  and 
pray  to  the  same  God,  and  each  invokes  His 
aid  against  the  other.  It  may  seem  strange 
that  any  men  should  dare  to  ask  a  Just 
God^s  assistance  in  wringing  their  bread 
from  the  sweat  of  other  men's  faces. 
But  let  us  judge  not,  that  we  be  not 
judged.  The  prayer  of  both  could  not  be 
answered;  that  of  neither  has  been  an- 
swered fully.  The  Almighty  has  His  own 
purposes.  '  Woe  unto  the  world  because  of 
offenses ;  for  it  must  needs  be  that  ofTeoses 
come,  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the 
offense  cometh.'  If  we  shall  suppose  that 
American  Slavery  is  one  of  those  offenses 
which,  in  the  providence  of  Gh>d,  must  needs 
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come,  but  which,  having  oontinned  through 
His  appointed  time,  He  now  wills  to  re- 
move, and  that  He  gives  to  both  North  and 
Sonth  this  terrible  war  as  the  woe  due  to 
those  by  whom  the  offense  came,  shall  we 
discern  therein  any  departure  from  those 
Divine  attributes  which  the  believers  in  a 
loving  God  always  ascribe  to  him?  Fondly 
do  we  hope,  fervently  do  we  pray,  that  this 
mighty  scourge  of  war  may  speedily  pass 
away.  Yet  if  God  wills  that  it  contmue 
until  all  the  wealth  piled  by  the  bondman's 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  unrequited  toil 
shall  be  sunk,  and  until  every  drop  of  blood 


drawn  with  the  lash  shall  be  pidd  by  an- 
other di'awn  with  the  sword,  as  was  said 
three  thousand  years  ago,  so  still  it  must  be 
said,  *The  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true 
and  righteous  fdtogether.' 

"  With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity 
for  all,  with  firmness  in  the  right  as 
God  gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us 
strive  to  fiuish  the  work  we  are  in,  to  bind 
up  the  Nation's  wouuds,  to  care  for  him 
who  shall  have  borne  the  battle  and  for  his 
widow  and  his  orphan,  to  do  all  which  may 
achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  a  lasting 
peace  among  ourselves  and  with  all  nations." 


XXXI. 

HOOD'S    TENNESSEE   CAMPAIGN. 


Gen.  Thomas  had  been  detached 
by  Gen.  Sherman  from  his  main 
armj  in  Georgia,  and  sent  back  to 
asfinme  chief  command  in  Tennessee, 
in  doubt  as  to  what  were  Hood's  real 
intentions.  It  was  obvions  enough 
that  his  eccentric  movement  to  the 
north  and  north-west  was  intended 
to  compel  a  corresponding  movement 
on  onr  part,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  all 
the  fruits  of  Sherman's  Atlanta  cam- 
paign ;  but  suppose  we  refused  to  be 
thus  tolled  out  of  Georgia,  and  across 
the  Tennessee,  what  then?  Sher- 
man could  not  determine;  so  he 
gave  Thomas  the  widest  discretion. 
If  Hood  should  push  boldly  into  the 
heart  of  Tennessee,  he  was  to  be  re- 
sisted, beaten,  and  driven  out ;  if 
he  should  turn  upon  Sherman,  he 
was  to  be  followed  circumspectly  but 
closely. 

Grant,  in  his  camp  before  Bich- 
mond,  could  hardly  realize  that  Hood 
was  moving  on  Nashville,  "which 
seemed  to  me,"  says  he  in  his  report, 
^^  to  be  leading  to  his  certain  doom. 
At  all  events,  had  I  the  power  to 
command  both  armies,  I  should  not 


have  changed  the  orders  under  which 
he  seemed  to  be  acting." 

Thomas  had  probably  quite  as 
many  men  under  his  command  as 
Hood  led  across  the  Tennessee — 
counting  all  between  Knozville  and 
Memphis,  he  may  have  had  more. 
But  they  were  mainly  fragments  of 
brigades  and  regiments,  dispersed 
over  a  wide  r^ion,  holding  posts 
which  could  not  well  be  evacuated, 
guarding  large  depots  of  supplies, 
and  watching  railroad  bridges  and 
trestles  which  Eebel  guerrillas  and 
*  bjishwhackers'  were  lurking  to  bum, 
while  their  loss  might  involve  that  of 
war-wasted  Tennessee  itself  Nearly 
everything  consumed  by  our  armies 
in  their  quarters  was  now  brought 
by  rail  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio. 

Forrest,  with  a  large  body  of  light 
cavalry,  preluded  Hood's  advance. 
Crossing  the  Tennessee  near  Water- 
loo, he  suddenly  presented*  himself 
at  Athens,  Alabama,  held  by  CoL 
Campbell,  110th  U.  S.  colored,  with 
600  men.  Investing  the  town,  he 
opened  with  a  12-pounder  battery  on 
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the  fort;  sending  in  two  different 
BummonBes,  which  were  declined; 
then  soliciting  and  obtaining  a  per- 
sonal interview  with  Campbell;  at 
which  the  latter  '^ allowed^  himself 
to  be  convinced ''  that  it  was  nseless 
to  hold  out,  and  ingloriously  gave 
np,  just  80  minutes  prior  to  the  arri- 
val of  the  18th  Michigan  and  102d 
Ohio  to  reenforce  him;  compelling 
them  also  to  succumb,  after  a  sharp 
contest.  Forrest  now  raided  north 
to  Pulaski,  destroying  the  railroad 
and  capturing  a  fortified  post  by  the 
way ;  skirmishing  heavily  all  day  *  at 
Pulaski;  but  Gen.  Eousseau  was 
here,  and  had  hastily  collected  such 
a  force  that  an  assault  would  have 
been  madness;  so  Forrest  drew  off 
eastward  and  struck  the  Chattanooga 
railroad*  near  Tullahoma  and  De- 
cherd,  doing  it  some  damage ;  but 
Eousseau  had  moved  rapidly  around 
by  rail  through  Nashville,  and  again 
confronted  him  at  Tullahoma ;  while 
Gen.  Steedman,  leading  5,000  men, 
crossed  the  Tennessee  from  northern 
Georgia,  and  advanced  upon  him 
from  the  south-west ;  Moigan's  divi- 
sion of  the  14th  corps  moving 
simultaneously  from  Atlanta  to  co- 
operate in  enveloping  and  crushing 
him. 

All  in  vain.  Forrest  turned  on  his 
track,  and  pushed  south-east  to  Fay- 
etteville;  there  divjding  his  forces 
and  sending  Buford,with  4,000  men, 
to  summon  Huntsville,*  and  then 
Athens,  Ala.;  while  he,  with  3,000, 
swept  north-west  to  Columbia ;  threat- 
ening that  place,  but  not  assaulting 
it ;  for  by  this  time  Eousseau,  with 
4,000  mounted  men,  was  coming  after 
him  from  Nashville ;  while  Gen.  C.  C. 
"Washbume,  with  3,000  cavalry  and 


1,600  infantry,  was  steaming  up  the 
Tennessee  to  join  in  the  hunt ;  and 
Lt.-Com'r  Forrest,  with  several  gun- 
boats, was  patroling  that  river  in 
AlaT)ama,  on  the  lookout  for  his  re- 
appearance hurrying  southward. 

Buford  tried  to  carry*  Athens, 
Ala. ;  which  was  firmly  held  by  Lt- 
Col.  Slade,  73d  Indiana,  who  repulsed 
him  handsomely ;  when  he  drew  off 
westward  and  escaped  ^  over  the  Ten- 
nessee at  Brown's  ferry. 

Forrest  had  now  enemies  enough 
encircling  him  to  have  eaten  all  his 
horses ;  but,  destroying  five  miles  of 
the  railroad,  and  paroling  his  prison- 
ers, he  sped  south-west  through 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Lawrenceburg, 
and  got  safely  across  the  Tennessee 
at  Bainbridge ;  having  inflicted  much 
injury,  kept  busy  many  times  his 
number,  of  men,  worn  out  a  good 
many  of  our  shoes,  taken  at  least 
1,000  prisoners,  and  escaped  with 
very  little  loss. 

Hood,  who  had  meantime  been 
operating,  and  continued  for  a  fort- 
night longer  to  operate,  on  Sherman's 
line  of  communications  nearly  up  to 
Chattanooga,  and  had  thence  moved 
westward,  as  we  have  seen,  into 
northern  Alabama,  next  demonstra- 
ted' in  considerable  force  against 
Decatur — being  the  point  at  which 
the  railroads  cross  the  Tennessee 
which  tend  eastward  to  Chattanooga, 
westward  to  Memphis,  and  north- 
ward to  Nashville.  He  found  here 
Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  with  a  con- 
siderable force,  which  he  pressed  for 
several  days ;  establishing  a  line  of 
rifle-pits  witliin  500  yards  of  the 
defenses;  intrenching  strongly,  and 
threatening  an  a^ault ;  but  using  no 
guns,  and  being  roughly  handled  in 
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a  sortie,*  wherein  a  part  of  the  garri- 
Bon  gained  the  rear  of  the  rifle-pits 
on  his  left ;  clearing  them  and  taking 
120  prisoners.  On  that  day,  one  of 
the  batteries  on  his  right  was  carried 
and  spiked  by  Col.  Morgan's  14th 
TJ.  S.  colored,  with  some  loss ;  and 
he  drew  off  westward  next  evening. 

The  pressure  on  Decatur  was  a 
feint  to  cover  his  crossing  farther 
west;  which  was  soon  effected  near 
Florence,  in  spite  of  resistance  by 
Gen.  Croxton^s  brigade  of  cavalry, 
there  picketing  the  river.  Mean- 
time, Forrest,  moving  eastward  from 
Corinth,  Miss.,  through  Paris,  Tenn., 
with  17  regiments  of  cavalry  and  9 
guns,  had  struck  the  Tennessee  at 
Johnsonville,  an  important  d6p6t 
connected  by  railroad  with  Nashville, 
and  a  chief  reliance  of  that  city  for 
supplies;  defended  by  Col.  C.  TL 
Thompson,  12th  TJ.  S.  colored,  with 
1,000  men,  aided  by  Lt  E.  M.  Kmg 
with  three  gunboats;  and  several 
days'  "  sharp  fighting  ensued ;  the 
enemy  ultimately  drawing  off,  upon 
the  approach  by  rail  of  Gen.  Scho- 
field  with  his  23d  corps  from  Nash- 
ville; but  not  till — our  mariners 
having  been  worsted  in  a  fight  with 
Forrest's  cavaby — our  commanders 
had  fired  their  gunboats  and  trans- 
ports, lest  they  should  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands;  and  the  flames  had 
extended  to  the  stores  on  the  levee 
and  the  commissary's  and  quarter- 
master's depots,  involving  a  loss  of 
$1,600,000  wortii  of  provisions,  &c., 
just  when  they  could  worst  be  spared. 
Gen.  Thomas  reports  this  destruction 
needless  and  unjustifiable. 

It  being  no  longer  doubtful  that 
Hood — who  had  been  reenforced  by 
part  of  Dick  Taylor's   army  from 


below — was  about  to  follow  his  van- 
guard across  the  Tennessee^ — Gen. 
Thomas  directed  a  concentration  of 
the  4th  and  23d  corps  on  Pulaski, 
with  intent  to  impede  rather  than 
seriously  dispute  the  Rebel  advance 
on  NashviUe.  Hood's  infantry,  ac- 
cording to  our  best  advices,  now 
exceeded  40,000;  his  cavalry  were 
12,000,  well  equipped,  in  high  spirits, 
under  their  boldest  and  most  skillM 
leader;  so  that,  including  artillery, 
the  entire  Eebel  force,  well  concen- 
trated, was  not  far  from  55,000  men. 
Many  of  these  were  Tennesseans 
and  Kentuckians,  long  exiled,  who 
had  come  home  to  stay,  alive  or  dead. 
To  oppose  these,  Thomas  had  in 
hand  the  4th  corps,  Gen.  Stanley, 
12,000;  the  23d,  Gen.  Schofield, 
10,000;  and  8,000  cavahy,  under 
Hatcher,  Croxton,  and  Capron — ^in  all 
30,000  men.  He  may  have  had  as 
many  more,  scattered  over  the  wide 
region  under  his  command;  but,  to 
concentrate  these,  he  must  abandon 
such  posts  as  Chattanooga,  Stevenson, 
HuntsviUe,  Decatur,  Athens,  <fec.,  and 
in  effect  relinquish  more  to  the  ene- 
my than  they  could  hope  to  win  by 
a  victory.  He  knew  that  time  was 
on  his  side — that,  if  he  fell  back  to 
Nashville,  showing  a  firm  front  that 
would  compel  Hood  to  keep  his 
army  together,  our  strength  would 
be  constantly  augmenting,  while  the 
enemy  must  be  steadily  weakened. 
There  was  a  more  brilliant  alterna- 
tive, but  he  chose  to  be  safe. 

While  Sherman  remained  near 
Kingston,  Ga.,  menacing  his  flank 
and  rear,  Hood  seemed  to  linger  on 
the  Tennessee;  possibly  deeming  the 
odds  agjainst  him  too  great ;  perhaps 
not  yet  fully  provided  and  equipped 
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for  his  great  venture.  At  length,  a 
dispatch  from  Sherman"  apprised 
Thomas  that  the  former  had  cut 
loose  from  his  base  and  started  south- 
ward from  Atlanta  on  his  Great 
March ;  and  no  sooner  had  the  tid- 
ings reached  Hood,  still  at  Florence, 
Ala.,  where  he  had  a  pontoon  bridge, 
with  part  of  his  force  on  either  side 
of  the  river,  than  the  crossing  of  his 
remaining  corps  commenced ; "  while 
his  van,  already  over,  moved  through 
Waynesboro'  and  Lawrenceburg  on 
Nashville." 

Hood's  army  was  organized  in  three 
corps,  under  Maj.-Qen.  B.  F.  Cheat- 
ham, Lt.-Gen8.  A.  P.  Stewart  and  S. 
D.  Lee,  beside  his  strong  cavalry  corps 
under  Forrest.  Each  corps  was  com- 
posed of  three  divisions :  Maj.-Gens. 
Cleburne,  Loring,  Bate,  E.  Johnson, 
and  Buford,  being  the  best  known  of 
their  commanders.  Thomas  had  but 
five  divisions  of  infantry  at  the  fix>nfr ; 
but  he  had  collected  several  more  be- 
fore the  struggle  was  brought  to  a 
final  issue. 

Gen.  Schofield,  at  Pulaski,  now 
fell  back,  by  order,  on  Columbia; 
where  his  corps  was  concentrated," 
as  was  most  of  Stanley's ;  while  Gen. 
Granger  withdrew  the  garrisons  from 
Athens  (Ala.),  Decatur,  and  Hunts- 
ville,  retiring  on  Stevenson.  The 
force  left  at  Johnson  ville  now  evacuat- 
ed that  post,  withdrawing  to  Clarks- 
ville.  When  the  enemy  appeared 
before  Columbia,  declining  to  assault, 
but  evincing  a  purpose  to  cross  Duck 
river  above  or  below,  Gen.  Schofield 
withdrew**  across  that  stream;  and 
on  learning  that  the  Eebels  had  cross- 
ed six* miles  above,  directed  Gen. 


Stanley  to  follow  his  trains  to  Spring 
Hill;  where  he  arrived  just  in  time  to 
save  them  from  Forrest's  cavalry, 
which  was  close  upon  them,  but 
which  he  drove  off;  being  assailed, 
soon  afterward,  by  a  much  stronger 
force,  including  infantry,  with  which 
he  fought  till  dark;  barely  holding 
the  road  whereby  Schofield  must 
make  good  his  retreat. 

Schofield,  with  Ruger's  division, 
had  been  kept  awake  all  day  by  the 
enemy's  efforts  to  cross  Duck  river  at 
Columbia;  repulsing,  with  heavy  loss 
to  them,  their  repeated  attempts  to 
do  so.  When  night  fell,  he  resumed 
his  movement;  brushing  aside  the 
Rebel  cavalry  who  infested  the  road, 
and  finding  at  Spring  Hill  the  enemy 
bivouacking  within  half  a  mile  of  his 
line  of  retreat.  He  did  not  choose 
to  have  any  difficulty  with  them  jnst 
then ;  but  pushed  on  with  his  entire 
command  ; ,  and,  after  fighting  all  day 
and  marching  25  miles  during  the 
following  night,  he  got  into  position 
at  Frankun  early  on  the  80th.  His 
cavalry  moving  on  the  Lewisbnig 
pike,  several  miles  eastward,  had  en- 
countered no  enemy.  Time  being 
absolutely  required  to  save  our  trains, 
which  choked  the  road  for  many 
miles,  Schofield  halted  on  the  south- 
em  verge  of  the  village,  threw  up  a 
slight  breastwork,  and  proposed  to 
stop,  while  his  train  should  be  got 
over  the  Harpeth  and  fairly  on  its 
way  to  Nashville. 

Franklin  is  situated  in  a  bend  of 
the  Harpeth,  which  here  rudely  de- 
scribes the  north  and  east  sides  of  a 
square,  which  was  completed  by  our 
lines  of  defense.    These  were  held 


"  Dated  CartereviUe,  Ga.,  Nov.  12. 

"Nov.  n. 

» Thomas  says :  "  Had  tho  enemy  delayed  his 


adyanoe  a  week  or  ten  days  longer^  I  woald 
have  been  ready  to  meet  him  at  some  point  sooth 
of  Dude  river."       *•  Nov.  24.        »Not.  27-«. 
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by  two  divisions  of  his  own  and  all 
three  of  the  4th  (Stanley's)  corps — the 
whole  reported  at  17,000,  and  certain- 
ly not  much  exceeding  that  number. 
As  the  ground  rises  from  the  stream, 
the  position  was  of  little  worth,  save 
as  its  flanks  wei:e  protected  by  the 
river." 

Hood's  army,  arriving  later,  was 
not  ready  for  the  onset  till  4  p.  m.  ; 
when,  at  the  word  of  command,  the 
chai^ng  lines  swept  on. 

Hood  had  delayed  the  attack  till 
all  his  forces  could  be  brought  np;  in- 
tending to  crush  in  our  front  at  the 
first  onset  by  the  sheer  weight  of  his 
assault.  Stewart's  corps  was  on  his 
right,  next  the  Harpeth;  Cheatham's 


on  his  left,  reaching  westward  to  the 
angle  of  our  defenses ;  Lee  in  reserve 
behind  them ;  though  Johnson's  di- 
vision of  Lee's  corps  was  thrown  to 
the  left  during  the  engagement ;  the 
cavalry  was  on  both  flanks ;  Forrest, 
with  most  of  it,  on  the  right.  "  Break 
those  lines,"  shouted  Hood  to  his  men, 
"  and  there  is  nothing  more  to  with- 
stand you  this  side  of  the  Ohio  river  1" 
Many  Tennesseeans  were  now  for  the 
first  time  in  weary  months  within 
sight  of  their  homes ;  one  General 
(Carter)  fell  mortally  wounded  with- 
in a  few  rods  of  his  own  house.  Gten. 
Schofield  watched  the  progress  of  the 
battle  from  Fort  Granger,  across  the 
Harpeth. 

Though  Schofield's  command  num- 
bered nearly  if  not  quite  20,000  men, 
a  good  part  of  it  was  already  across 
the  river,  guarding  the  trains  and 
our  left  fiank,  while  two  divisions 
held  the  lines  guarding  our  right; 
so  that  all  the  force  directly  con- 
fronting the  Rebel  advance  hardly 
numbered  10,000.  Of  these,  two 
brigades  of  the  2d  (Wagner's)  divi- 
sion of  the  4th  (Stanley's)  corps  were 
thrown  out  in  our  front,  holding  some 
slight  works  a  few  hundred  yards 
in  advance  of  our  general  lino ;  the 
key  of  which  was  Carter's  hill,  a  gen- 
tle eminence,  across  which  ran  the 
Columbia  pike  through  Franklin  to 
Nashville.  Behind  that  hill  stood  the 
1st  (Opdycke's)  brigade  of  Wood's 
2d  division  in  reserve. 

The    Rebel   charge  was  so  im- 


**  G«ii.  Hood,  in  a  personal  reminiscence  of  this 
conflict,  fairly  said: 

''The  works  of  the  enemy  were  so  hastily 
constructed  that,  whHe  he  had  a  slight  abatis  in 
front  of  a  part  of  his  line,  there  was  none  on  his 
extreme  right" 

Yet,  slight  as  they  were,  these  defenses  were 
of  iDoalculable  value.    A  veteran  who  fought 


behind  them  said,  '*  Such  a  line  at  the  Chidca- 
mauga  would  have  given  us  a  victory/'  Tis 
sad  that,  after  all  we  have  spent  on  West  Point, 
we  should  have  had  to  learn  this  simple  lesson 
at  a  cost  of  200,000  Uvea  and  Two  Billions  of 
money.  The  Turks  had  mastered  it  when  they 
last  defended  Silistria  against  the  Bussians, 
years  ago. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


682 


THE    AMEBIOAN   CONFLICT. 


petnous,  as  well  as  so  heavy,  that  it 
was  scarcely  checked  by  the  ad- 
vanced works  held  too  long  by  the  two 
brigades  aforesaid,  but  swept  over 
them  like  a  torrent,  hurling  back  our 
men  in  tumultuous  rout,  taking 
many  prisoners,  and  driving  the  re- 
sidue right  through  the  center  of  our 
main  line,  which  not  merely  opened 
to  receive  them,  but  kept  widening 
after  they  had  rushed  past.  In  an 
instant,  the  wings  next  that  pike  of 
the  2d  and  3d  divisions  of  the  23d 
(Cox's)  corps  recoiled  before  the 
enemy's  charge ;  the  hill  was  lost,  8 
of  our  guns  taken,  and  the  Rebel  flag 
planted  in  triumph  on  our  breast- 
works, as  the  exulting  victors,  having 
passed  over  them,  hastily  formed  on 
the  inside,  intending  to  follow  up  their 
triumph.  Caissons  as  well  as  men 
streamed  wildly  to  the  bridges,  sup- 
posing the  day  utterly  lost  and  no- 
thing left  to  do  but  save  from  the 
wreck  as  much  as  possible. 

"First  brigade  1  forward  to  the 
works  !"  rang  out  the  steady  voice  of 
Opdycke,  as  the  rabble  rout  swept 
by;  he  riding  rapidly  forward  as  the 
bayonets  of  his  men  came  down  to  a 
charge,  flashing  back  the  rays  of  the 
setting  sun.  Swiftly,  steadily,  grand- 
ly, that  brigade  rushed  upon  the  foe ; 
a  brief  but  bloody  struggle  ensued ; 
and  at  its  close  no  Eebel  remained 
upon  or  inside  of  the  works  but  the 
dead  and  wounded,  with  800  prison- 
ers. Our  guns  were  recovered;  10 
Rebel  battle-flags  taken;  our  line 
was  restored,  and  Opdycke's  head- 
quarters established  here  on  the  pike ; 


and  here  they  remained  till  the  last 
shot  was  fired  that  night. 

Our  defenses  had  been  regained  as 
much  by  surprise  as  by  valor — the 
enemy  not  expecting  a  countercharge 
— ^they  must  now  be  held  by  valor 
alone.  Exasperated  rather  than  dis- 
concerted. Hood  threw  heavy  masses 
against  the  lost  breastworks,  hoping 
to  retake  them  before  they  could  be 
adequately  manned ;  while  Opdycke, 
first  exhausting  all  the  shots  in  his 
revolver,  employed  it  as  a  club  to 
drive  up  stragglers  to  the  help  of  hia 
heroic  brigade;  and,  when  he  had 
broken  the  pistol,  he  dismounted  and 
borrowed  a  musket,  which  he  found 
even  more  efficient  in  the  work  of  per- 
suasion ;  driving  skulkers  out  of  the 
reserve  fort  in  which  they  had  sought 
and  found  comparative  safety."  Of 
course,  his  eflbrts  and  those  of  his  men 
werenobly  supported  by  others — there 
being  ample  scope  and  work  for  alL 

The  battle  raged  fiercely  till  10  p. 
M. ;  the  enemy  shifting  gradually  to 
our  right  and  attacking  on  the  flank; 
where  they  were  more  especially  con- 
fronted and  repelled  by  Stwdey's 
1st  division,  Gen.  Nathan  KimbalL 
But  our  lines  were  never  again 
broken:  assault  aft^r  assault  being 
repulsed  vdth  great  loss  to  the  assail- 
ants and  smaller  to  the  defenders; 
imtil  the  enemy  desisted ;  and  then, 
a  little  aftier  midnight — our  trains 
being  by  this  time  well  on  their  way 
— our  men  quietly  drew  out  of  their 
defenses,  and  followed;  untU,  about 
noon,  our  weary,  sleepless  heroes  were 
safe  within  the  defenses  of  Nashville. 


"An  official  reoommendation  to  promotioii, 
indorsed  by  G^n.  Thomas,  thus  testifies : 

*'  At  the  battle  of  Franklin,  Opdycke  [formerly 
Col.  125th  Ohio]  displayed  the  very  highest 
qualities  as  a  commander.  It  is  not  saying  too 
much  to  declare  that,  but  for  the  skillful  dis- 
positions made  by  Qen.  Opdycke  («U  of  which 


was  done  entirely  on  his  own  judgmentX  the 
promptness  and  readiness  with  wMch  he  broa^ 
his  command  into  action  at  the  critical  and  de- 
cisive moment,  and  the  signal  personal  gallantry 
he  displayed  in  a  counter  assault  on  the  enemy, 
when  he  had  broken  our  Imes,  disaster  instead 
of  Tiotory  woold  have  fiUlen  onua  at  Franklin.". 
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Forrest  had  followed  shasplj  since 
daylight,  but  to  no  purpose. 

Our  loss  in  this  sanguinary  en- 
counter was  oflBcially  reported  at  189 
killed,  1,033  wounded  (including 
Maj.-Gten.  D.  S.  Stanley,  severely),  and 
1,104  missing  (many  of  these  doubt- 
less wounded  also,  and  nearly  all 
captured) :  total,  2,326.  Not  a  gun 
was  left  behind  in  our  retreat. 

Gen.  Thomas  reports  the  Rebel  loss 
in  this  struggle  at  1,760  killed,  3,800 
wounded,  and  702  prisoners:  total, 
6,252. 

Hood,  in  a  conversational  account 
of  the  battle,  says : 

'*  The  struggle  lasted  till  sear  midnight ; 
when  the  enemj  abandoned  his  works  and 
crossed  the  river,  leaving  his  dead  and  his 
wounded  in  onr  possession.  Never  did 
troops  fight  more  gallantly.  During  the 
day,  I  was  restridnea  from  nring  my  artil- 
lery, on  account  of  the  women  and  children 
remaining  in  the  town.  At  night,  it  was 
massed,  ready  to  continue  the  action  in  the 
morning ;  but  the  enemy  retired.  We  cap- 
tured about  a  thousand  prisoners,  and  sev- 
eral stands  of  colors.  Our  total  loss,  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  was  4,500. 
Among  the  killed  were  M£g.-Qen.  P.  R. 
Oleburne,  Brig. -Gens.  Gist,  John  Adams, 
6trahl,  and  Granbury.  Maj.-Gen.  Brown, 
with  Brig. -Gens.  Garter,  Manigault,  Quarles, 
Cockrell,  and  Scott,  were  wounded,  and 
Brig. -Gen.  Gordon  captured.  The  number 
of  dead  left  by  the  enemy  on  the  field  indi- 
cated that  his  loss  was  equal  to  or  near  our 
own.  The  next  morning  at  daylight — ^the 
wounded  being  cared  for  and  the  dead 
buried — we  moved  forward  toward  Ka^- 
ville :  Forrest  with  his  cavalry  pursuing  the 
enemy  vigorously." 

The  loss  of  Pat.  Cleburne— *  the 
Stonewall  Jackson  of  the  West' — 
would  of  itself  have  been  a  Bebel 
disaster.  He  was  an  Lrislunan  by 
birth,  who  had  served  as  a  private  in 
the  British  army ;  and  who  lefk  be- 
hind him  no  superior  as  a  rough  and 
ready  fighter.  By  the  carnage  of 
this  day.  Hood's  army  was  depleted 


of  a  fiill  sixth,  not  of  its  numbers, 
but  of  its  effective  force — a  loss 
which  it  had  no  means  of  replacing. 


Hitherto,  Thomas  had  resisted  very 
considerable  odds;  but, when  Hood 
sat  down  "  before  Nashville,  the  case 
was  bravely  altered.  The  Eebel 
army  had  by  this  time  been  reduced, 
by  tiie  casualties  and  hardships  of  an 
offensive  and  unseasonable  campaign, 
to  40,000  at  most;  A.  J.  Smith's 
command,  transported  from  Missouri 
on  steamboats,  had  just  arrived,^*  and 
been  posted  on  our  right ;  while  Oen. 
Steedman,  with  6,000  of  Sherman's 
men  and  a  Black  brigade,  had  come 
up  by  rail  from  Chattanooga.  Add 
the  garrison  of  Nashville,  and  a  divi- 
sion organized  from  the  employes 
of  the  quartermaster's,  commissary's, 
and  railroad  departments,  now  work- 
ing diligently  on  the  defenses,  and  it 
was  clear  that  Thomas's  infantry  out- 
numbered that  which  affected  to  be- 
siege him,  in  a  city  which  had  already 
been  extensively  fortified.  Still,  he 
was  so  deficient  in  cavalry  that  he 
paused  to  mount  a  few  thousand  men 
before  challenging  the  enemy  to  a 
decisive  confiict.  This  perplexed  Gten. 
Grant ;  who,  diafing  at  the  idea  of 
such  a  display  of  Kebel  audacity  in 
the  heart  of  Tennessee,  had  left  his 
camp  on  the  James  and  reached 
Washington  on  his  way  westward, 
when  he  was  met  by  telegraphic  re- 
ports which  convinced  him  that  his 
Tennessee  lieutenant,  like  Sheridan, 
needed  no  supervision. 

Thomas,  reluctant  to  relax  his  hold 
on  the  railroad  to  Chattanooga,  had 
left  Oen.  Bousseau,  with  8,000  men, 
in  Fortress  Bosecrans,  at  Murfrees- 
boro' :  the  raLbx)ad  being  further  de- 
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fended  by  a  block-house  at  Overall's 
creek,  five  miles  north,  which  was  at- 
tacked ■•  by  Bate's  division  of  Cheat- 
ham's corps,  but  firmly  held  till  Gen. 
Milroy,  with  three  or  four  regiments, 
came  out  from  Murfreesboro',  and  re- 
pelled the  assailants.  During  the 
next  three  days,  a  division  of  Lee's 
corps  and  2,500  of  Forrest's  cavalry 
reenforced  Bate,  and  Fortress  Rose- 
crans  was  threatened,  but  not  really 
assaulted;  Buford's  cavalry  finally 
shelling  and  charging"  into  Mur- 
freesboro', but  being  promptly  driven 
out  by  a  regiment  of  infantry.  The 
Rebel  cavalry  moved  hence  north  to 
Lebanon,  and  threatened  to  cross  the 
Cumberland,  but  found  it  patroled  by 
gunboats  and  drew  off.  Gen.  Milroy, 
being  this  day  sent  out  frcMn  Mur- 
freesboro' with  7  regiments  of  infan- 
try, attacked  the  Rebels  on  the  Wil- 
keson  pike,  driving  them  and  taking 
207  prisoners,  with  2  guns;  losing 
30  killed  and  175  wounded. 

Hood  had  established"  his  lines 
south  of  Nashville,  with  his  salient  on 
Montgomery  hill,  opposite  our  center, 
and  but  600  yards  distant.  Wilson, 
with  cavalry,  was  across  the  river  at 
Gallatin,  watching  for  raiders  from 
Forrest's  command.  And  now  en- 
sued a  week  of  severe  cold,  wherein 
both  armies  were  nearly  torpid :  the 
Rebels,  worse  dad  and  more  ex- 
posed, probably  suffering  more  sensi- 
bly. When  at  length  the  temperature 
softened,"  Thomae  issued  orders  for  a 
general  advance  on  our  right  next 
day;  to  cover  which,  Q^n.  Steedman, 
on  our  left,  sharply  and  successfrdly 
attacked  the  enemy's  right  that  even- 
ing :  pushing  it  back  toward  Hood's 
center,  and  causing  a  movement  fi*om 
that  center  to  its  support. 


Morning  broke  "auspiciously.  The 
weather  was  still  mild,  and  a  dense 
fog,  lasting  till  near  noon,  concealed 
our  movements.  Gen.  A.  J.  SmiUi, 
with  his  thinned  corps,  with  Wil- 
son's cavalry  on  his  right,  now  moved 
out  on  the  Hardin  pike,  to  flank  the 
left  of  the  enemy's  infantry ;  while 
Johnson's  cavalry  division,  advanc- 
ing on  the  Charlotte  pike,  struck  at 
Chalmers's  cavalry  on  that  wing  and 
a  Rebel  battery,  posted  at  Bell's  land- 
ing on  the  Cumberland,  whidi  he 
attacked  late  that  afternoon,  in  con- 
junction with  our  gunboats  under 
Lt.-Com'r  Fitch.  They  did  not  carry 
it ;  but  it  was  evacuated  during  the 
ensuing  night. 

Hatch's  division  of  Wilson's  cav- 
alry first  struck  the  enemy;  driving 
him  from  his  position,  and  taking 
prisoners  and  wagons.  Swinging 
slightly  to  the  left.  Hatch,  dismount- 
ing his  men,  assaulted  and  carried  a 
redoubt,  taking  four  guns,  and  turn- 
ing them  on  their  late  possessors.  A 
second  stronger  redoubt  was  soon 
reached ;  and  this,  too,  was  carried : 
the  spoils  being  four  more  guns  and 
300  prisoners.  McArthurs  division 
of  Smith's  infantry,  closing  on  the 
left  of  the  cavalry,  cooperated  in 
these  assaults,  so  far  as  the  impetuous 
charges  of  the  cavalry  aUowed  them 
a  chance  to  do  so. 

The  4th  corps.  Gen.  T.  J.  Wood 
commanding  (because  of  Stanley's 
wound),  had  moved  parallel  with 
Smith,  closing  on  his  left,  and  had 
also,  about  1  p.  m.,  assaulted  Mont- 
gomery hill:  the  assault  being  im- 
mediately delivered  by  CoL  Sidney 
P.  Post,  59th  Illinois,  with  the  8d 
brigade  of  the  2d  (Wagner's)  divir 
sion,  who  gallantly  carried  the  work, 
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taking  some  prisonere.  And  now, 
giving  a  hand  to  Smith's  left,  Wood's 
corps  resumed  its  advance;  carrying 
by  assanlt  Hood's  entire  line  of  de- 
fenses, taking  several  guns  and  600 
prisoners,  and  forcing  the  enemy 
back  to  a  new  position  at  the  foot  of 
Harpeth  hills. 

Schofield,  meantime,  had  been  sent 
up  on  Smith's  right,  so  as  to  enable 
onr  cavalry  to  operate  freely  on  the 
enemy's  flank  and  rear ;  and,  moving 
rapidly,  had  come  into  action  jnst 


before  night.  Steedman  had  gained 
a  little  more  ground  on  our  extreme 
left.  And  now  our  line  was  read- 
justed :  Wilson's  cavalry  on  our  ex- 
treme right;  Schofield  next;  then 
Smith  in  the  center,  with  Wood  on 
his  left;  Steedman  still  farther  in 
that  direction,  but  less  advanced. 
The  day's  work  had  given  us  16 
guns,  1,200  prisoners,  many  small 
arms,  ^nd  40  wagons;  while  our 
losses  had  been  light.  Never  had 
men  fought  with  more  alacrity  or 
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greater  steadiness  than  those  who  now 
lay  down  on  their  arms,  prepared  to 
finish  their  work  on  the  morrow. 

The  second  day  opened  with  an 
advance  by  Wood,  pushing  back  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  eastward  across 
the  Franklin  pike,  and  then,  inclin- 
ing to  the  right,  moving  due  south 
from  Nashville  till  he  confronted 
Hood's  new  line  of  defenses  on 
Overton's  hill,  five  miles  from  the 
city.  Hereupon,  Gen.  Steedman, 
pushing  rapidly  down  the  Nolens- 
viDe  pike,  closed  in  on  Wood's  left 
flank ;  while  Smith  came  in  on 
Wood's  right ;  Schofield,  facing  east- 
ward, threatened  the  enemy's  left 
flank ;  and  Wilson,  still  farther  to 
the  right,  and  more  advanced,  gained 
the  Rebel  rear — ^reaching  across  the 
Granny  White  pike,  and  threatening 
to  cut  them  off  from  any  line  of 
retreat  on  Franklin.  And  now, 
while  this  movement  against  his 
rear  was  prosecuted,  our  entire  front 
advanced  tiU  within  600  yards  of 
the  enemy ;  and,  at  3  p.  m.,  Post's 
brigade,  supported  by  Streight's, 
waa  directed  by  Wood  to  assault 
Overton's  hill  in  front;  while  OoL 
Morgan's  Black  brigade  was  im- 
pelled by  Steedman  against  it  far- 
ther to  our  left. 

The  assault  was  duly  made;  but 
the  enemy  had  seen  all  the  prepara- 
tions for  it,  had  concentrated  accord- 
ingly, and  now  received  it  with  such 
a  storm  of  grape,  canister,  and  mus- 
ketry, as  our  men  charged  over 
abatis  up  the  lull,  that  they  were 
driven  back,  terribly  cut  up— Col. 
Post  being  among  the  wounded,  But 
the  survivors  were  promptly  reformed 
by  Wood,  and  his  front  restored; 
while  Smith's  and  Schofield's  men, 
instantly   chaiging    on   our    right, 


swept  over  the  enemy's  works  in 
their  front;  Wilson's  troopers,  dis- 
mounted, charging  still  farther  to  the 
right,  and  barring  all  retreat  by  the 
Granny  White  pike.  And  now, 
hearing  the  shouts  of  victory  on  our 
right.  Wood's  and  Steedman's  corps 
renewed  the  assault  on  Overton's 
hill,  and,  though  they  encountered  a 
heavy  fire,  swept  all  before  them. 
The  routed  Eebels  fled  through  the 
Brentwood  pass,  leaving  most  of  their 
guns,  and  many  of  their  comrades  as 
prisouOTS. 

Wilson  instantly  mounted  Knipe's 
and  Hatch's  divisions  of  cavalry, 
and  pushed  them  down  the  Granny 
White  pike,  hoping  to  reach  Franklin 
ahead  of  the  fugitive  host,  and  bar 
their  farther  flight;  but,  after  pro- 
ceeding a  mile,  he  found  a  barricade 
across  the  road,  and  the  enemy's 
cavalry  under  Chalmers  behind  it. 
Col.  Spalding,  12th  Tennessee  cav- 
alry, charged  and  carried  the  por- 
tion, scattering  the  enemy,  and  taking 
some  prisoners,  including  Gen.  E. 
W.  Rucker ;  but  it  was  now  too  late 
to  reach  Franklin  that  night,  and 
our  men  lay  down  on  their  arms, 
while  the  enemy  pursued  their  dis- 
orderly flight. 

In  this  two  days'  battle,  Thomas 
had  taken  4,463  prisoners,  including 
287  ojBScers  (one  of  them  a  Major- 
General),  53  guns,  and  many  small 
arms.  Hood's  invasion  had  been  sud- 
denly finished,  and  his  army  utterly 
demoralized. 

Our  cavalry  followed  closely  next 
day;  Knipe's  division  riding  over  a 
rear-guard  that  had  been  posted 
at  Hollow  Ttee  gap,  4  miles  north 
of  Franklin;  taking  413  prisoners. 
Pressing  on  after  the  fugitives,  Wil- 
son found  them  again  facing  him  in 
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Franklin,  attempting  to  defend  the 
crossing  of  Harpeth  liver;  but  John- 
son's division,  which  had  been  sent 
down  the  Hillsboro'  pike,  now  came 
up  from  the  south  and  struck  the 
enemy's  rear,  forcing  him  to  decamp; 
leaving  1,800  of  his  wounded  and 
200  of  ours  in  hospital  here  to  fell 
into  Wilson's  hands. 

Four  miles  south  of  Franklin,  an- 
other stand  was  made  by  the  enemy's 
rear-guard ;  but  Wilson  ordered  his 
body-guard  (4th  regular  cavaby)  to 
charge  through  their  center,  while 
Ejiipe  and  Hatch  pressed  their  flanks ; 
and  again  they  were  routed  and  scat- 
tered, losing  more  guns.  Night  now 
closed  in,  and  enabled  most  of  the 
fugitives  to  escape. 

The  pursuit  was  kept  up  for  seve- 
ral days ;  but  rain  fell  almost  inces- 
santly ;  the  country  was  flooded ; 
the  brooks  were  raging  rivers;  the 
fleeing  enemy  of  course  burned 
the  bridges  after  crossing  them; 
Thomas's  pontoon  train  was  away 
with  Sherman;  and  the  roads  were 
hardly  passable  in  therear  of  the  flee- 
ing foe.  Thus  the  Harpeth,  Euther- 
ford's  creek,  and  Duck  river,  were 
crossed ;  the  weather  at  length  chang- 
ing from  dreary,  pelting  rain  to  bit- 
ter cold ;  Forrest — ^who  had  been  ab- 
sent on  a  raid  when  our  army  pushed 
out  from  the  defenses  of  Nashville — 
rejoining  Hood  at  Columbia,  and 
forming  a  rear-guard  of  4,000  infan- 
try under  Walthall,  and  all  his  caval- 
ry that  was  still  effective.  With  this, 
after  leaving  Pulaski,"  he  turned 
sharply  on  our  leading  brigade  of 
cavalry  (Harrison's)  and  captured  a 
gun,  which  was  carried  off",  though 
the  ground  on  which  it  was  lost  was 
almost  instantly  recovered.   The  pur- 


suit was  continued  to  Lexington,** 
Ala.;  when,  learning  that  Hood  had 
got  across  the  Tennessee  at  Bain- 
bridge,  Thomas  ordered  a  halt;  Gen. 
Steedman  having  already  been  sent 
from  Franklin  across  to  Murfrees- 
boro',  and  thence  by  rail  to  Steven- 
son, where  was  Gen.  Granger,  with 
the  former  garrisons  of  HujQtsviUe, 
Athens  (Ala.),  and  Decatur,  with 
directions  to  reoocupy  our  former 
posts  in  north  Alabama,  then  cross 
the  Tennessee  and  threaten  the  ene- 
my's railroad  communications.  He 
reached  Decatur  on  the  27th  ;  only 
to  learn  that  Hood  was  already  so 
far  advanced  that  operations  south 
of  the  Tennessee  would  be  useless. 

Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee  had  been 
requested  by  Thomas  to  send  all  the 
gunboats  he  could  spare  tip  the  Ten- 
nessee to  head  off  Hood ;  and  had 
done  so;  but,  though  he  reached 
Chickasaw,  Miss.,  on  the  24th,  de- 
stroying there  a  Rebel  battery,  and 
capturing  2  guns  at  Florence,  he  did 
not  intercept  Hood. 

While  Hood  invested  Nashville,  he 
sent  800  cavalry,  with  2  guns,  under 
Brig.-Gen.  Lyon,  by  our  right  across 
the  Cumberland  to  break  up  the 
Louisville  railroad  in  Thomas's  rear. 
Lyon  was  manifestly  too  weak  to 
effect  any  thing  of  importance.  He 
took  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  and  was  soon 
afterward  attacked,  near  Greensburg, 
by  Lagrange's  brigade,  and  worsted ; 
losing  one  of  his  guns  and  some  pris- 
oners ;  hurrying  thence,  sharply  pur- 
sued, by  Elizabethtown  and  Glasgow 
to  Burkesville,  where  he  recrossed 
the  Cumberland,  and  raced  south- 
ward by  McMinnviUe  and  Winches- 
ter, Tenn.,  to  LarkinsviUe,  Alabama ; 
thence  moving  east  and  attacking" 
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a  petty  post  at  Scottsboro',  where  he 
was  repulsed  and  his  command  scat- 
tered: getting  over  the  Tennessee 
with  a  remnant  of  200  men,  but  los- 
ing his  last  gun.  Being  still  pur- 
sued, he  fled  to  a  place  known  as 
Eed  hill;  where  Lis  bivouac  was 
surprised*'  by  Col.  W.  J.  Palmer, 
16th  Pa,  cavalry,  and  100  of  his  men 
taken.  Lyon  escaped,  after  surren- 
dering, by  seizing  a  pistol,  shooting 
a  sentinel,  and  vanishing  in  the  dark- 
ness. This  was  the  final  blow  given 
to  Hood's  army. 

Thomas  expected  now  to  put  his 
forces  into  well-earned  Winter-quar- 
ters; but  he  soon  received  advices 
from  Washington  that  this  did  not 
meet  the  views  of  Gen.  Grant,  who 
proposed  to  crush  what  was  left  of 
the  Rebellion  first  and  then  rest  Ac- 
cordingly, Gens.  Smith's,  Schofield's, 
and  Wilson's  corps  were  taken  up  by 
boats  at  Clift^on,  on  the  Tennessee, 
and  conveyed  to  Eastport,  Miss.;  and 
Gen.  Wood's  was  directed  to  Hunts- 
ville,  north  Alabama,  preparatory  to 
a  further  Winter  campaign. 


Meantime,  matters  of  decided  in- 
terest had  occurred  in  East  Tennes- 
see and  south-western  Virginia.  Gen. 
Stoneman  had  been  dispatched  by 
Thomas  from  Louisville  to  Knoxville 
to  take  command  there,  while  Bur- 
bridge,  with  all  his  disposable  force, 
was  sent  thither  from  eastern  Ken- 
tucky through  Cumberland  gap. 
Breckinridge,  doubtless  apprised  of 
this  movement,  withdrew  from  this 
neighborhood  quite  as  rapidly  as  he 
had  advanced ;  while  Gen.  Ammen, 
just  arrived  with  1,500  men  from 
Chattanooga,  was  pushed  out  to 
Strawberry  plains  on  his  track. 


Stoneman,  as  directed  by  Thomas, 
started**  from  Knoxville  in  pursuit  of 
the  now  over-matched  and  retreating 
foe :  taking  three  mounted  brigades, 
led  by  Burbridge  and  GiUem;  ^ 
whose  head,  he  swept  •'  rapidly  east- 
ward, skirmishing,  to  Bristol ;  while 
Gillem,  on  his  right,  struck  Duke  at 
Kingsport,  capturing  300  prisoners, 
with  several  well-laden  trains,  and 
dispersing  Duke's  command.  Push- 
ing Burbridge  on  to  Abingdon,  Va., 
where  he  was  rejoined"  by  Gillem, 
Stoneman  captured  that  place  also; 
destroying  there  a  large  quantity  of 
stores. 

Vaughan,  with  the  Eebel  frontier 
force  of  cavalry,  had  been  flanked  by 
this  rapid  advance,  but  had  mov^ 
parallel  with  our  column  to  Marion ; 
where  Gillem  now  struck"  him  and 
chased  him  30  miles  into  WytheviUe ; 
capturing  200  men,  8  guns,  and  a 
large  train.  Vaughan  was  again  at- 
tacked and  driven  at  the  lead  mines, 
15  miles  farther  east,  which  were  cap- 
tured, and  all  the  works  destroyed 
At  Max  Meadows,  near  this  point, 
Gillem  destroyed  the  railroad  and 
other  valuable  property. 

Breckinridge  had  by  this  time 
concentrated  what  was  left  of  his 
various  subordinate  commands,  and 
had  been  following  our  advance  on 
WytheviUe.  Stoneman  now  turned 
upon  and  met  him  near  Marion,  ex- 
pecting to  give  battle  next  morning ; 
but  Breckinridge,  deeming  his  force 
quite  too  slender,  retreated  across  the 
mountains  into  North  Carolina  dur- 
ing the  night ;  losing  a  few  wagons 
and  caissons  by  our  pursuit,  which 
was  not  long  persisted  in. 

This  retreat — doubtless,  inevitably 
— ^abandoned  to   its   fate   Saltville, 
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with  its  extensiye  and  coetlj  salt- 
works,  hitherto  Buccessfiilly  guarded 
and  defended;  and  it  now  fell  to 
Stoneman  without  a  Btrnggle:  8 
gons,  2  locomotives,  many  horses  and 
mules,  and  a  large  quantity  of  am- 
munition, being  here  captured.  The 
salt-works  were  utterly  destroyed. 
And  now — ^there  being  no  hostile 
force  lefk  in  this  quarter  to  over- 
come, the  country  pretty  thoroughly 
devastated,  and  East  Tennessee  ut- 
terly cleared  of  the  enemy — Stone- 
man  and  Gillem  returned  quietly  to 
Enoxville;  while  Burbridge  led  his 
force  back  through  Cumberland  gap 
into  Kentucky. 

Gen.  Thomas,  in  summing  up  the 
results  of  his  campaign,  states,  that 
from  Sept  7, 1864,  to  Jan.  20, 1865, 


he  had  captured  1  Major-General,  7 
Brigadiers,  16  Colonels,  14  Lt.-Colo- 
nels,  22  Majors,  212  Captains,  601 
lieutenants,  89  Surgeons  and  Chap- 
lains, and  10,895  non-commissioned 
oflBcers  and  privates:  total,  11,857; 
beside  1,332  who  had  been  exchanged* 
He  had  also  received  and  administer- 
ed the  oath  of  submission  and  amnesty 
to  2,207  deserters  from  the  Eebel  ser- 
vice. He  had  captured  72  serviceable 
guns  and  8,079  infantry  small  arms. 

Our  total  loss  during  this  campaign 
amounted,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  to  about  10,000 ;  which  was 
less  than  half  that  of  the  enemy.  In 
fSEtct,  the  Rebel  army  had  almost 
ceased  to  exist  when  G^n.  Hood — 
then  at  Tupelo,  Miss. — was  "relieved 
at  his  own  request/'  Jan.  23«  1865. 


J 


XXXII. 


SHEEMAN'S    GREAT    MARCH, 

GEORGIA— THE   OAROLTNAS. 


Gen.  Sheeman,  after  sending  back 
to  Chattanooga  his  sick  and  wounded, 
surplus  guns,  baggage,  and  the  garri- 
sons of  his  more  northern  posts  in 
Georgia,  had  still  under  his  imm^ 
diate  command  the  14th,  15th,  17th, 
and  20th  corps,  numbering  60,000 
infantry  and  artillery  and  5,500 
cavalry.  Concentrating  these  around 
Rome  and  Kiagston,  Georgia,  he 
thoroughly  destroyed  *  such  portions 
of  the  railroads  and  such  oth^r  pro- 
perty as  he  judged  might  be  used  to 
his  prejudice  by  the  enemy,  reserving 
for  the  last  sacrifice  the  telegraph 
which  still  connected  him  with 
Grant,  "Washington,  and  the  North ; 


but,  at  length,  cutting  that,'  after 
sending  his  parting  messages,  his 
army  stood  clear  of  aU  posts  and 
communications — a  strictly  movable 
column — and  commenced  its  memo- 
rable march. 

For  this,  it  had  been  organized  in 
two  grand  divisions  or  wings:  the 
right  led  by  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 
comprising  the  15th  corps,  G^n.  P. 
J.  Osterhaus,  and  the  17th,  G^n. 
Frank  P.  Blair;  the  left,  led  by  Gen. 
H.  "W.  Slocum,  comprising  the  14th 
corps,  Oten.  Jeffl  C.  Davis,  and  the 
20th,  Gen.  A.  S.  Williams.  Gen. 
Judson  £ilpatrick  led  the  cavalry; 
which  careered  in  front  and  on  either 
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flank  of  the  infantry,  so  as  to  screen, 
so  far  as  possible,  the  direction  of  our 
advance  and  the  points  to  which  it 
was  directed.  Each  wing  had  its 
separate  and  efficient  pontoon  train. 
Gen.  Sherman  marched  and  camped 
first  with  one  wing,  then  with  the 
other. 

Moving  rapidly  to  Atlanta,'  How- 
ard advanced  thence  by  AIcDonough, 
Monticello,  and  Clinton,  to  Gordon ;  * 
•while  Slocnm  advanced  by  Coving- 
ton, Madison,  and  Eatonton,  concen- 


trating on  Milledgeville,*  which  ^ 
entered  without  (^poffltion;  ShermaB 
thus  far  accompanying  the  14th  corps^ 
which  was  the  last  to  leave  Atlanta,* 
and  had  not  had  a  chance  to  fire  a 
shot.  In  fact,  the  principal  reeistanoe 
encotmtered  by  onr  infantry  was  tibat 
of  the  bad  roads  of  Georgia  at  tjiat 
rainy  season.  Osterhans  had  Been 
(for  a  moment)  a  few  Bebel  cavalry 
at  the  crossing  of  Cotton  river ;  bot, 
though  they  set  fire  to  the  bridge, 
they  were  driven  off  so  promptly  that 
only  the  planks  were  damaged. 

Thns  far,  onr  infantry  had  mainly 
been  bnsied  with  destroying  railroadB 
and  foraging  on  the  plenty  of  central 
G^rgia ;  each  subordinate  command- 
er being  instructed  to  live  cm  the 
country  so  &r  as  possible;  savii^  to 
the  utmost  the  twenty  days'  bread, 
forty  days'  beef,  coffee,  sugar,  &c., 
and  three  days'  forage,  contained  in 
our  wagons.  Helping  the  trains 
across  the  Ocmulgee  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  up  tiie  long,  steep  hillfl 
beyond,  had  been  the  principal  labor 
of  the  march ;  which  was  intended  to 
average  15  miles  per  day. 

£ilpatrick  held  the  laboring  oar. 
Moving  south'  from  Atlanta  with 
Howard,  he  had  been  confironted  at 
East  Point  by  Rebel  cavalry;  with 
whom  he  skirmished,  driving  th^a 
to  Flint  river,  which  he  crossed  at 
Jonesboro'  at  7  a.  k.  next  day ;  fol* 
lowing  the  enemy  to  Lovejoy's,  whe^re 
they  had  taken  post  in  the  old  Bebel 
works,  having  two  guns.  Dismount- 
ing Murray's  brigade,  Kilpatrick  at- 
tacked and  carried  the  works,  ci^tur- 
ing  60  prisoners;  Atkins's  brigade 
soon  after  charging  the  fleeing  Ibe, 
and  taking  their  guns.  Kilpatrick 
pushed  thence  by  McDonough  and 


■NoY.  14.  .         •Not.  23. 


•Not.  23. 


•Not.  16. 


'Not.  15. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


KILPATBIOK    ADVANCES    TO    WATNESBOEO' 


691 


•Monticello  to  Clinton;  whence  lie 
made  a  dash  at  Macon,  driving  in 
the  enemy^B  cavahy ;  but  was  unable 
to  carry  the  defenses,  which  were 
held  by  infantry  and  artillery.  He 
burned  a  train  of  cars,  and  broke  np 
the  railroad ;  covering  all  the  roads 
vhich  diverged  eastward  from  Ma- 
con, by  the  aid  of  Wolcott's  brigade 
of  infantry,  which  was  sharply 
assailed  from  Macon,  bnt  worsted 
and  beat  off  its  assailants;  while 
the  right  wing  marched  by  to  Gor- 
don. 

Howard  now  advanced*  to  the 
Oconee  at  Ball's  ferry,  where  a  small 
force  in  his  van  crossed  on  a  raft,  but 
was  driven  back  with  loss.  When 
his  two  corps  had  been  brought  np, 
and  a  detachment  thrown  across  the 
swift  current  in  boats,  the  enemy  had 
decamped.  Meantime,  the  Georgia 
Central  railroad  had  been  demolished, 
and  the  right  wing  pushed  on,  keep- 
ing to  the  right  of  that  road,  and 
encountering  no  serious  resistance. 
Sherman  was  here  with  Blair;  How- 
ard with  Osterhaus. 

Slocum  had  moved  out  of  Mil- 
ledgeville  simultaneously  with  How- 
ard's advance  from  Gordon,  and  had 
concentrated  at  Sandersville,' driving 
out  a  smaU  party  of  Wheeler's  cav- 
alry. Thence,  the  left  wing  followed 
the  Central  railroad,  breaking  it  up 
to  the  Ogeechee,  which  it  crossed  ** 
at  Louisville ;  whence  it  kept  north 
of  that  road,  striking  out  for  the 
Savannah  river.  The  roads  and 
bridges  in  our  advance,  bad  at  best, 
were  of  course  made  worse  by  the 
enemy;  while  the  great  swamps 
wherein  this  region  abounds  ren- 
dered the  movement  of  our  trains 
and  guns  a  matter  of  difficulty,  and 


taxed  the  best  efforts  of  our  engineers 
and  axmen. 

At  Millen,  on  the  Central  railroad, 
halfway  from  SandersviUe  to  Savan- 
nah, was  a  great  pri^n-camp,  where 
some  thousands  of  our  captured  sol- 
diers had  long  endured  unspeakable 
privations.  Sherman  was  intent  on 
reaching  and  liberating  them.  To 
this  end,  he  had  sent  Kilpatrick, 
with  most  of  our  •avalry,  far  to  our 
left,  so  as  to  give  the  impression  that 
he  was  making  for  Augusta  rather 
than  toward  the  coast,  lest  the  pris- 
oners should  be  removed  from  Millen. 
Kilpatrick  had  advanced  from  Mil- 
ledgevflle  by  Sparta  and  Gibson 
to  Waynesboro',"  skirmishing  with 
Wheeler,  who  constantly  menaced, 
but  did  not  seriously  attack  him; 
and  now  Kilpatrick  learned  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  the  alarm  and  re- 
moved the  prisoners  from  Millen :  so 
he  judged  it  wiser  to  fall  back  on 
the  left  wing  than  to  persist  in  a  haz- 
ardous, unsupported  advance,  which 
had  no  longer  a  motive.  In  effecting 
this  retreat,  EUpatrick  and  his  sta^ 
with  the  8th  Indiana  and  9th  Michi- 
gan, were,  through  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  orders,  cut  off  from  the  main 
body  and  very  nearly  surrounded  by 
Wheeler ;  but  they  fought  their  way 
out  and  rejoined  their  comrades  with 
little  loss.  Wheeler  pressing  on,  Kil- 
patrick dismounted,  selected  a  good 
position,  threw  up  a  breastwork,  and 
received  the  enemy's  charge ;  which, 
though  desperately  made,  was  re- 
pulsed at  all  points  with  little  loss. 
He  then  moved  on  a  few  miles  and 
camped,  unpursued;  being  soon  re- 
enforced  by  CoL  M.  0.  Hunter's  brig- 
ade of  Baird's  division,  which  Jeff. 
C.  Davis,  hearing  of  his  peril,  had 
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sent  from  the  left  wing  to  his  aid. 
The  need  of  assistance,  however,  was 
now  over.  KJlpatrick  now  joined 
the  left  wing,  and  covered  its  flank 
when  it  again  advanced. 

Sherman,  still  with  Blair,  crossed  " 
the  Ogeechee  near  Barton,  advancing 
to  Millen;"  Howard,  with  Wood's 
and  Corse's  divisions  of  the  15th 
corps,  still  moving  sonth  of  the  Ogee- 
chee on  the  old  dirt  road  to  Savan- 
nah; while  Hazen's  and  John  E. 
Smith's  divisions,  keeping  farther  to 
the  right,  reached  Statesboro'."  Ha- 
zen  had  a  skirmish  here  with  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  which  was  easily 
driven;  but  the  roadless  swamps 
were  vanquished  with  more  difficulty. 
Wood  threw  "  over  the  Ogeechee,  by 
a  foot-bridge,  Williamson's  brigade, 
which  moved  down  the  left  bank; 
while  Corse  crossed  his  division  on 
pontoons  at  Jenks's  bridge,  some  dis- 
tance below ;  Rice's  brigade,  in  ad- 
vance, having  a  smart  skirmish  with 
a  Eebel  battalion  which  disputed 
the  passage ;  losing  5  men  and  taking 
17  prisoners.  The  right  wing  now 
moved  down  both  banks  of  the  riv- 
er; Osterhaus  crossing  Cannouchee 
creek;  while  Blair  encountered"  a 
Rebel  force  holding  an  intrenched 
line,  with  guns  in  position  and  rifle- 
pits  in  front,  in  a  dense  swamp, 
where  his  men  had  to  wade  knee- 
deep  to  form  line  of  battle.  The 
enemy  were  not  in  great  force,  how- 
ever, and  were  easily  driven :  two 
brigades  pushing  on  to  the  Savannah 
and  Gulf  railroad  and  breaking  it ; 
while  J.  E.  Smith's  division  closed 
up  on  Corse's,  and  Corse  pressed  on 
toward  Savannah.  He  was  opposed 
by  600  infantry  and  2  guns ;  but  his 
advance  brigade  quickly  ran  them 


off,  taking  a  gun  and  somQ  prisonen. 
He  followed  the  fugitives  across  the 
Little  Ogeechee  to  within  8  miles  of 
the  city,  where  he  halted,  and  re- 
sumed breaking  up  the  Gulf  rail- 
road; King's  bridge  having  been 
burned  by  the  enemy.  No  force  re- 
mained in  our  front  here  save  the 
garrison  of  Fort  McAllister.  And 
now  Blair's  pontoons  were  laid  acroes 
the  Ogeechee,  near  Fort  Argyle,  and 
the  two  wings  thus  substantially  uni- 
ted before  Savannah. 
'  Slocum  had  set  forward  from  Louis- 
ville " — ^the  20th  corps  in  advanoe — 
and  had  moved  down  between  the 
Savannah  and  the  Ogeechee;  finding 
the  roads  mainly  of  quicksand,  coated 
by  a  thin  crust  of  firmer  sand,  whidi 
was  soon  cut  through  by  our  trains, 
rendering  their  movement  barely 
possible,  and  requiring  miles  of  ^cor- 
duroy.' At  intervals,  the  Rebels  had 
fallen  trees  across  the  roads,  but  not 
exactly  where  they  were  wanted* 
The  14th  corps  had  advanced  farth^ 
to  the  left,  with  Kilpatrick  still 
farther  east ;  Sherman's  object  being 
stiU  to  threaten  Augusta  and  be- 
wilder the  enemy  as  to  his  purpose. 
Thus  Kilpatrick,  supported  by  Baird, 
was  thrown  out  again  to 'Waynes- 
boro' ;  fighting "  Wheeler  and  driv- 
ing him  8-  miles  across  Briar  creek ; 
while  Baird  destroyed  the  Augusta 
railroad ;  when  the  14th  was  concen- 
trated on  Jacksonboro',  and  all  moved 
rapidly  down  Briar  creek  toward  the 
Savannah  ;  Baird  and  Kilpatrick  in 
the  rear,  which  was  now  pressed  by 
Wheeler,  with  sharp  skirmishing,  but 
with  little  loss  on  either  side.  Gen. 
Morgan,  in  Davis's  van,  was  halted, 
near  Ebenezer  church,  a  strong  field- 
work  in  his  fix)nt,"  which  seemed  to 
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be  firmly  held ;  but  night  fell  while 
be  was  preparing  to  attack  it,  and  it 
was  found  empty  next  morning. 
Morgan's  and  Carlin's  divisions  en- 
camped next  day  10  miles  from 
Savannah ;  and  here  the  20th  corps 
passed  them  and  pushed  toward  the 
city.  Thus,  on  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, Savannah  was  completely  be- 
leaguered, and  the  mystery  whidi  had 
hung  over  Sherman's  march  and  its 
destination  dispelled. 

Hazen  was  in  front  of  Fort  McAl- 
lister on  our  left,  and  had  been  ex- 
changing shots  with  it — ^hoping  thus 
to  attract  the  attention  of  our  fleet 
blockading  the  coast,  when  Gens. 
Sherman  and  Howard  rode "  to  Dr. 
Cheves's  rice-mill  to  reconnoiter  that 
fort  Kilpatrick  had  just  been  sent 
across  the  Ogeechee  with  a  like  pur- 
pose, and  to  open  communication,  if 
possible,  with  our  fleet  off  the  coast. 
About  noon,  as  the  two  Generals 
scanned  the  fort  through  their  glasses, 
it  was  observed  to  open  flre  inland 
from  several  guns;  while  Hazen's 
skirmishers  could  be  discerned  ap- 
proaching it,  and  the  smoke  as  of  a 
steamer  was  visible  off  the  mouth  of 
the  Ogeechee.  A  signal  fi^m  Hazen 
now  imported  that  he  had  invested 
the  fort.  Sherman  signaled  back 
that  it  was  important  to  carry  it 
that  day.  The  steamer  signaled  that 
she  was  sent  by  Gen.  Foster  and 
Admiral  Dahlgren  to  communicate 
with  our  army,  but  was  in  doubt 
whether  to  approach  the  fort  as  hos- 
tile or  friendly.  At  that  moment, 
Hazen's  bugles  soimded  the  charge ; 
when  his  division  rushed  over  tor- 
pedoes and  abatis,  through  a  shower 
of  grape,  up  to  and  over  the  parapet, 
and,  after  a  brief  but  desperate  strug- 


gle, McAllister  was  ours.  Her  gar- 
rison of  200  surrendered ;  having  40 
or  50  killed  and  wounded  to  our  90. 
Among  the  spoils  were  22  guns  and 
much  ammunition. 

Sherman  watched  till  he  saw  our 
colors  hoisted  over  the  fort,  and 
heard  the  cheers  of  the  victors  as 
they  fired  their  pieces  into  the  air ; 
when,  taking  a  boat,  he  went  with 
Howard  dovm  to  the  fort  and  con- 
gratulated Hazen;  rowing  thence 
down  the  Ogeechee  till  he  met  the 
National  tug  Dandelion,  Lt.-Com'r 
Williamson ;  who  informed  him  that 
Capt.  Duncan,  whom  Howard  had 
sent  down  the  Ogeechee  in  a  canoe, 
to  run  by  the  fort  and  communicate 
with  Foster  and  Dahlgren,  had  safely 
reached  them  several  days  before, 
and  that  they  might  be  expected 
here  directly. 

Foster  arrived  in  the  Nemaha  dur- 
ing that  night;  and  Sherman  met 
Dahlgren  on  board  the  Harvest 
Moon  next  day ;  sending  by  him  to 
Hilton  Head  for  heavy  guns  where- 
with to  bombard  the  city — those 
which  he  had  brought  through  Geor- 
gia in  his  Winter  march  being  in- 
adequate. When  several  30-pounder 
Parrotts  had  reached  him,  Sherman 
formally  summoned"  Hardee,  who 
held  the  city,  and  who  reftised ;  sug- 
gesting that  he  was  not  yet  complete- 
ly invested.  Slocum  was  now  or- 
dered to  get  the  siege-guns  into 
position,  while  Sherman  started"  to 
pay  a  flying  visit  to  Hilton  Head,  to 
arrange  with  Foster  for  stopping  the 
exit  from  Savannah  toward  Charles- 
ton. Being  detained  by  high  and 
adverse  winds,  however,  he  was  met," 
in  one  of  the  inland  passages  among 
the  Sea  Islands,  by  an  army  tug 
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with  the  news  that  Hardee,  with  a 
force  reported  at  15,000  men,  had 
evacuated  the  city  during  the  dark 
and  windy  night  of  the  20th ;  cross- 
ing the  Savannah  on  a  pontoon- 
bridge,  and  inarching  up  the  cause- 
way road  toward  Charleston.  The 
movement  had  been  unsuspected  by 
our  pickets ;  and,  when  next  morn- 
ing broke,  Savannah  was  ours,  and 
Hardee  beyond  the  reach  of  pursuit. 
He  had  destroyed,  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  fire,  which  he  kept  up  through 
the  day  and  evening  of  the  20th,  the 
Navy  Yard,  two  iron-clads,  many 
smaller  vessels,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  ammunition,  ordnance  stores,  and 
supplies  of  all  kinds.  His  guns  he 
could  not  even  wait  to  spike,  lest  his 
flight  should  be  detected.  As  our 
bombardment  had  barely  commenced, 
the  city  was  surrendered  almost 
intact ;  while,  of  its  cotton,  a  large 
share  had  been  made  over  to  the 
Confederacy,  and  so  was  an  incon- 
testable prize.        

We  had  lost,  in  that  march  of  255 
miles,  which  was  substantially  the 
conquest  of  Georgia,  six  weeks'  time 
and  567  men ;  whereof  63  were  kill- 
ed, 245  wotinded,  and  159  missing. 
To  offset  these,  we  had  taken  1,328 
prisoners  and  167  guns.  Our  ammu- 
nition expended  was  inconsiderable ; 
while  our  65,000  men  and  10,000 
horses  had  lived  generously  off  a 
State  wherein  our  captives  in  thou- 
sands had  died  of  virtual  starvation 
and  kindred  agonies  because  (as  was 
allied)  their  captors  were,  unable  to 
subsist  them.  Aside  from  sheep, 
swine,  fowls,  sweet  potatoes,  and 
rice,  whereof  they  had  found  an 
abundance,  13,000  beeves,  160,000 
bushels  of  ccBm,  and  over  5,000  tons 


of  fodder,  had  been  gathered  from 
the  country  and  issued  to  our  men 
and  animals ;  while  5,000  horses  and 
4,000  mules  had  been  'pressed'  into 
the  National  service.  Of  cotton, 
20,000  bales  had  been  burned ;  while 
25,000  more  were  captured  in  Savan- 
nah. Of  negroes,  10,000  had  abjured 
the  delights  of  bondage  to  follow  the 
2^ational  flag ;  beside  thouBands  m^e 
— ^most  of  them  women  and  children 
— ^who  had  had  been  most  shamefully 
driven  back  by  certain  of  our  oflS- 
cers"  at  the  crossings  of  rivers;  and 
pitilessly  reconsigned  to  Slavery,  and 
thus  to  their  masters'  vengeful  wratL 
Sherman  made  some  little  atonement 
for  this  cruelty  by  assigning  lands 
on  the  Sea  Islands,  deserted  by  Reb- 
els, to  the  Blacks  who  had  followed 
him  to  the  coast. 

The  merit  of  Sherman's  achieve- 
ment is  dwarfed  to  vulgar  apprecia- 
tion by  circumstances  which  should 
rather  exalt  it.  It  is  true  that  Hood'a 
movement  on  Nashville  had  with- 
drawn the  main  obstacle  from  hm 
path ;  yet  it  was  still  possible  to  have 
confronted  him  on  the  Oconee,  and 
then  on  the  Ogeechee,  with  30,000 
men,  one-third  of  them  mounted;  and 
thus  have  compelled  him  to  repeated 
concentrations,  assaults,  and  flank 
marches,  which  might  have  exhaust- 
ed his  food  if  not  his  munitions,  and 
left  him  helpless  while  encircled  by 
foes  and  vast  stretches  of  inhospita- 
ble swamps  and  foresta  The  coun- 
try, which  yielded  bounteous  subsist- 
ence to  an  army  covering  a  breadth 
of  40  miles  and  advancing  from  10  to 
20  miles  per  day,  would  have  proved 
utterly  inadequate  in  the  face  of  a  foe 
able  to  detain  him  a  week  at  each 
considerable  river  and  drive  in  or  cut 
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off  liifi  foraging  parties;  forcing  back 
Ilia  cavalry  on  his  infantry.  Georgia 
if^ras  swiftly  and  cheaply  traversed, 
Bimply  by  reason  of  the  admirable 
dispositions  which  left  the  enemy  in 
cloubt  as  to  his  objective,  and  para- 
lyzed, at  Macon,  Angusta,  Savannah, 
<firo.,  forces  which  should  have  been 
concentrated  to  oppose  his  advance. 

Sherman  announced  his  crowning 
triumph  to  President  lincoln  as  fol- 
lows: 

**I  beg  to  present  yon,  as  a  Oliristmas 
(rift,  the  city  of  Savannah,  with  160  heavy 
jpnns  and  plenty  of  ammnnition,  and  also 
about  25,000  bales  of  cotton.^' 

The  President  responded  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  ExEotmvB  Mansion,         ) 
**  Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  26, 1864.  J 
<*  1£t  Dear  6bn.  Sherman  : 

**•  Many,  many  thanks  for  yonr  Christmas 
gift — the  capture  of  Savannah. 

*'  When  you  were  about  to  leave  Atlanta 
for  the  Atlantic  coast,  I  was  anxiausy  if  not 
fearful ;  but,  feeling  that  you  were  the  bet- 
ter judge,  and  remembering  that  *  nothing 
risked,  nothing  gained,*  I  did  not  interfere. 
Now,  the  undertaking  being  a  success,  the 
hoBor  is  all  yours ;  for  I  believe  none  of  us 
went  further  than  to  acquiesce.  And,  tak- 
ing the  work  of  Gen.  Thomas  into  the  ac- 
count, as  it  should  be  taken,  it  is  indeed  a 
great  success. 

"  N'ot  only  does  it  afford  the  obvious  and 
immediate  military  advantages,  but,  in  show- 
ing to  the  world  that  your  army  could  be 
divided,  putting  the  stronger  part  to  an  im- 
portant new  service,  and  yet  leaving  enough 
to  vanquish  the  old  opposing  forces  of  ti^e 
whole — Hood's  army — ^it  brings  those  who 
sat  in  darkness  to  see  great  light. 

"Please  make  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments to  your  whole  army,  officers  and  men. 
"  Yours,  very  truly,      A.  Lincoln." 


Two  separate  expeditions  were  sent 
out  from  the  Mississippi  to  distract 
the  enemy's  attention  from  Sherman, 
and  prevent  a  concentration  against 
hinu  One  of  them,  nnder  Gen.  Dana, 
waa  dispatched  from  Yicksborg ;  en- 
countering," on  the  Big  Black,  a 


Rebel  force  which  it  defeated,  afker 
an  obstinate  fight;  destroying  several 
miles  of  the  railroad,  including  the 
bridge,  with  locomotives,  cars,  cot- 
ton, and  valuable  stores.  The  other, 
under  Gen.  Davidson,  moved  simul- 
taneously from  Baton  Rouge  to  Tan- 
gipahoa, where  it  broke  up  the  same 
railroad,  destroying  bridges,  &c. ; 
pushing  on  to  Franklinton  and  West 
Pascagoula;  meeting  little  resistance, 
taking  some  prisoners,  and  causing 
alarm  for  the  safety  of  Mobile. 

A  third  and  more  important 
mounted  expedition  was  dispatched  ** 
by  Gen.  Dana  from  Memphis,  3,500 
strong,  led  by  Gen.  Grierson,  south- 
efkstward  through  north  Alabama  to 
Tupelo  on  the  Mobile  railroad,  which 
was  thoroughly  broken  up  southward 
to  Okolona;  Col.  Earge,  by  the  way, 
surprising  "  a  Rebel  camp  at  Verona^ 
dispersing  the  force  holding  it,  cap- 
turing 32  cars,  8  warehouses  filled 
with  ordnance  and  supplies,  which 
were  being  loaded  for  Hood's  army 
on  200  wagons  taken  by  Forrest  from 
Sturgis  at  Guntown.  All  were  de- 
stroyed. 

•  At  Okolona^  Grierson  intercepted"* 
diq>atches  from  Dick  Taylor,  at  Mo- 
1>ile,  promising  reenforcements,  which 
deserters  said  would  arrive  at  11 
A.  M.  next  day.  He  decided,  there- 
fore, to  attack  at  daylight,  and  did 
so :  the  Rebels  being  intrenched  at  a 
little  station  known  as  Egypt,  with 
4  guns  on  platform  cars,  and  some 
1,200  to  2,000  men-  While  the  fight 
was  in  progress,  two  trains  came  up 
the  road  with  reenforcements  for  the 
enemy ;  but  Grierson  interposed  be- 
tween these  and  his  stationary  jfoea, 
repelling  the  former,  and  routing  the 
latter;  capturing  and  destroying  a 
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train,  taking  500  prisoners,  and  dis- 
persing the  force  at  Egypt.  Among 
their  killed  was  Gen.  Gholson. 

Making  feints  in  different  direc- 
tions, Grierson  now  moved  south- 
westward  ;  striking  the  Mississippi 
Central  at  Winona,  and  tearing  it  up 
for  miles  on  either  hand ;  while  the 
4th  Iowa  pushed  south  to  Bankston, 
destroying  there  Confederate  cloth 
and  shoe  factories.  Grierson  moved 
from  Winona  to  Benton;  where  Col. 
Osband  engaged  and  defeated  Col. 
Wood's  Rebel  cavalry.  The  expedi- 
tion made  its  way  thence  to  Vicks- 
burg  with  500  prisoners,  800  beeves, 
and  1,000  negroes ;  having  destroyed 
inunense  amounts  of  Rebel  property, 
most  of  it  of  great  military  value,  in- 
cluding 95  cars,  800  wagons,  30  full 
warehouses,  &c.,  with  a  total  loss  of 
27  killed,  93  wounded,  7  missing. 
Among  its  prisoners  were  100  who 
had  been  recruited  from  among  our 
men  famishing  in  Rebel  prison-camps, 
who  had  taken  this  course  to  save 
their  lives. 


Gen.  Foster,  commanding  on  the 
Sea  Islands,  being  directed  by  G^n. 
Halleck  to  make  a  demonstration  in- 
land in  behalf  of  Gen.  Sherman,  who 
was  expected  near  Pocotaligo  at  the 
end  of  November,  was  enabled  to 
spare  from  his  various  garrisons  but 
6,000  men  for  this  service.  At  the 
head  of  this  force,  he  ascended  Broad 
river  on  steamboats,  landing"  at 
Boyd^sNeck;  immediately  pushing 
out  Gen.  J.  P.  Hatch  to  seize  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  railroad 
near  Grahamsville.  Hatch,  missing 
the  way,  failed  to  reach  the  railroad 
that  day,  and  was  confronted,  next 
morning,  by  a   strong  Rebel  force 


intrenched  on  Honey  hiH,  covering 
Grahamsville  and  the  railroad.  As- 
saulting this,  he  was  stoutly  fought 
and  worsted,  recoiling  at  nightfidl ; 
having  suffered  a  loss  of  746  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

Foster  now  threw  two  brigades, 
under  Gen.  E.  E.  Potter,  across  the 
Coosawhatchie  to  Devaux  Neck,  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  of  Broad 
river,  whence  Potter  advance<^  and 
seized  '•  a  position  within  cannon-shot 
of  the  railroad,  which  he  fortified  and 
held,  while  the  rest  of  Foster's  mov- 
able column  was  brought  up  to  his 
support.  Here,  Foster  received  "  his 
first  news  of  Sherman's  appearance 
before  Savannah,  and  proceeded  at 
once  to  the  Ogeechee  to  meet  him. 
By  Sherman's  direction,  he  held  on 
to  his  position ;  and,  after  H^dee  had 
fled  past  to  Charleston,  he  occupied 
without  resistance  the  Rebel  works  at 
Pocotaligo,  and  at  the  railroad  crosft- 
ings  of  the  Coosawhatchie  and  Tulli- 
finny.  Gen.  Foster  was  preparing 
to  operate,  under  Sherman's  orders, 
against  Charleston,  when  he  was 
relieved  —  because  of  his  suffering 
from  an  unhealed  wound — ^by  Gen. 
Gillmore. 


Gen.  Sherman  remained  over  a 
month  at  Savannah,  resting  and  re* 
fitting  his  army  preparatory  to  fur- 
ther and  more  arduous  efforts.  He 
had  intended  to  resumehisadvanceon 
the  15th  of  January,  1865 ;  at  which 
time,  accordingly,  the  17th  corps. 
Gen.  F.  P.  Blair,  was  taken  by  water 
around  by  Hilton  Head  to  Poco- 
taligo, whence  it  menaced  Charbs- 
ton ;  as  the  left  wing,  Oten.  Slocnm, 
with  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  moTcd 
up  the  Savannah  to  Sister's  feny, 
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threatening  an  advance  on  Angnsta 
— Gen.  Sherman  thus  pnrsuing  his 
favorite  strategy  of  dividing  the  ene- 
my's forces  and  distracting  his  atten- 
tion from  his  real  objective,  so  as  to 
prevent  a  concentration  to  resist  him 
in  the  difficult,  inhospitable  region 
throngh  which  his  course  lay. 

Incessant  rains,  which  flooded  most 
of  the  adjacent  country,  giving  the 
Savannah  at  Sister's  ferry  a  surface 
width  of  nearly  three  miles,  submerg- 
ing the  causeway  road,  and  breaking 
up  Gen.  Slocum's  pontoon-bridge, 
compelled  a  delay  of  a  fortnight ;  dur- 
ing which,  Savannah  was  made  over*' 
to  Gen.  Foster:  Gen.  Grover's  division 
of  the  19th  corps  having  been  sent 
.by  Gen.  Grant  to  form  its  garrison. 
Some  feints  were  made  from  Poco- 
taligo  of  an  advance  on  Charleston ; 
Foster's  position  between  the  Coo- 
Bawhatchie  and  Tullifinny  abandoned 
as  no  longer  of  use ;  and  at  length — 
the  flood  having  somewhat  abated — 
Sherman's  whole  army  moved"  nearly 
northward ;  Slocum,  with  Kilpatrick, 
crossing  the  Savannah  at  Sister's  ferry 
or  Purysburg,  and  moving  on  Bam- 
well  and  Beaufort's  bridge,  threaten- 
ing Augusta ;  while  the  right  wing, 
keeping  for  some  distance  west  of  the 
(Jombahee  and  Salkehatchie,  should 
cross  at  Eivers's  and  at  Beaufort's 
bridges  and  push  rapidly  for  the 
Edisto;  thus  flanking  Charleston  and 
compelling  its  precipitate  evacuation 
by  the  enemy,  after  they  should  have 
been  kept  paralyzed  so  long  as  might 
be  in  apprehension  of  a  siege. 

Southern  South  Carolina  is  so  in- 
veterately  and  generally  a  swamp, 
and  was  now  so  sodden  and  covered 
with  water,  that  the  belief  was  com- 
mon among  her  people  that  for  an 


army,  with  its  trains,  to  traverse  her 
whole  extent,  from  south-west  to 
north-east,  in  mid-winter,  was  a  phy- 
sical impossibility.  Yet,  to  provide 
against  the  chance  of  Sherman's  prov- 
ing able  to  overcome  the  resistance 
of  the  elements.  Gov.  Magrath  had, 
by  proclamation,  summoned**  to  the 
field  as  militia  every  White  male  in 
the  State  between  the  ages  of  16  and 
60,  not  already  in  the  service ;  pro- 
claiming that  those  who  did  not  vol- 
untarily come  out  should  be  forced 
out,  and  that  all  former  exemptions 
would  be  disregarded. 

Ample  time  had  been  afibrded  for 
felling  her  abundant  trees  across  her 
narrow  roads — ^that  being  about  the 
last  conspicuous  service  which  her 
slaves  were  constrained  to  render  to 
their  masters.  Wheeler's  troopers 
hovered  around  our  advance,  watch- 
ing for  chances ;  while  a  brigade  of 
infantry  lay  beliind  the  Salkehatchie 
at  Eivers's  bridge,  prepared  to  dis- 
pute its  passage.  This,  however,  was 
brushed**  aside  by  a  turning  move- 
ment from  below — ^to  make  which. 
Mower's  and  G.  A.  Smith's  divisions 
of  Blair's  corps  waded  through  a 
swamp  three  miles  wide,  covered 
with  water,  one  to  four  feet  deep — 
the  weather  having  become  bitterly 
cold — ^the  two  Generals  wading  at 
the  head  of  their  men.  Once  over, 
the  Rebels  were  quickly  driven  off  in 
disorder,  retreating  behind  the  Edisto 
at  Branchville:  our  loss  here  being 
18  killed  and  70  wounded.  Our  in- 
fantry pressed  rapidly  after  them; 
the  enemy  burning  the  bridges 
over  the  Edisto  while  our  men 
broke  up  the  South  Carolina  railroad 
for  many  miles;  and  Kilpatrick, 
skirmishing  heavily  with  Wheeler, 
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moved  by  Barnwell  and  Blackville  to 
Aiken,  threatening  Augusta.  Thus, 
by  the  11th,  our  whole  army  was  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad  aforesaid, 
tearing  it  up,  and  holding  apart  the 
enemy's  fcJrces  covering  Augusta  on 
one  hand  and  Charleston  on  the  other. 

Our  right  was  now  directed  on 
Orangeburg ;  the  17th  corps  crossing 
the  South  Edisto  at  Binnaker's 
bridge,  while  the  15th  crossed  at 
Holman's  bridge,  farther  up;  the 
two  approaching  at  Poplar  Spring : 
the  17th  moving  swiftly  on  Orange- 
burg bridge  over  the  South  Edisto, 
and  carrying  it  by  a  dash ;  the  enemy 
trying  to  bumit  with  but  partial  suc- 
cess. A  battery  was  in  position  be- 
hind it,  covered  by  a  parapet  of  cot- 
ton and  earth,  with  wings  extending 
fio  far  as  could  be  seen.  Blair  con- 
fronted it  with  G.  A.  Smith's  divi- 
sion, and  sent  his  other  two  to  a 
point  two  miles  below,  where  pon- 
toons were  quickly  laid  and  Force's 
division  crossed;  Mower's  holding 
the  bridge  as  a  support.  When 
Force  emerged  from  the  swamp  on 
the  right  flank  of  the  Bebels  at 
Orangeburg,  they  gave  way;  when 
Smith  pushed  over ;  occupied  their 
works,  repaired  the  bridge ;  and  by 
4  p.  M.  the  whole  corpd  was  in  and 
around  Orangeburg,  tearing  up  the 
railroad  leading  to  Columbia ;  press- 
ing thence,  so  soon  as  possible,  on  that 
metropolis,  regardless  of  Branchville 
or  Charleston  on  their  right ;  as  Sher- 
man knew  that,  being  thus  flanked, 
they  must  be  abandoned  rather  than 
run  the  obvious  risk  of  losing  the 
troops  by  whom  they  were  held. 

The  15th  corps  was  again  resisted  ** 
at  tho  crossing  of  the  Congaree; 
where  the  bridge  was  swept  by  the 


guns  of  a  substantial  fort  on  the 
north  side,  with  a  smaller  work  or 
bridge-head  on  the  south :  the  ap- 
proach being  over  level,  open  ground, 
covered  with  mud  from  the  recent 
inundation.  Gen.  Chas.  E.  Woods, 
whose  division  had  the  advance, 
turned  the  bridge-head  by  sending 
up  Stone's  brigade  through  a  cypress 
swamp  on  the  left ;  when  the  enemy 
decamped,  after  having  fired  but  not 
destroyed  the  bridge,  which  was 
promptly  repaired ;  so  that  our  giins 
were  brought  over,  and  at  night  the 
head  of  the  column  bivouacked  near 
the  fine  bridge  over  the  Congaree 
leading  into  Columbia,  which  was 
fired  and  consumed  as  our  van  ap- 
proached it  next  morning. 

The  left  wing,  nnder  Slocum,  had 
found  the  crossing  of  the  swollen 
Savannah  so  difficult,  that  it  was  not 
entirely  clear  of  that  river  till  the 
7th ;  but  it  had  encountered  thence- 
forth very  little  resistance ;  Wheeler's 
cavalry  being  the  only  force  that 
infest^  its  march,  and  this  being 
kept  quite  busy  by  Kilpatrick  alone. 
Augusta  was  ftdl  of  Bebel  stores ; 
and,  in  painful  apprehension  of  a 
visit  from  Sherman,  was  defended  by 
such  Georgians  as  could  be  mustered 
for  militia ;  but  Sherman  had  no  no- 
tion of  molesting  or  being  molested 
by  them.  The  shattered  remnant  of 
Hood's  army — once  more  consigned 
to  Jo.  Johnston — ^was  making  its  way, 
under  Cheatham,  from  north  Missis- 
sippi across  Sherman's  track  through 
Georgia  to  his  front  in  the  CaroUnas, 
but  was  not  yet  near  enough  to  give 
us  trouble :  so  Slocum,  unvexed  by 
any  obstacle  but  the  necessity  of  cor- 
duroying the  interminable  swamps 
he  must  traverse,  crossed  the  South 
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Edisto  on  the  ISth,  concentrating 
hiB  command  at  and  below  Lexing- 
ton, and  reaching  the  Saluda  a  few 
miles  above  Columbia  only  an  hour 
or  two  after  Howard  appeared  on 
that  river  (which  here  unites  with 
the  Broad  to  form  the  Congaree)  on 
the  16th. 

Gen.  Howard,  by  Sherman's  or- 
der, promptly  threw  forward  his  left 
across  th^  Saluda,  skirmishing  with 
cavalry;  then,  during  the  ensuing 
night,  threw  a  flying  bridge  over  the 
Broad,  three  miles  above  Columbia ; 
crossing  Stone's  brigade,  and  thus 
securing  a  foothold  on  the  Columbia 
side,  north  of  the  city,  and  enabling 
him  to  lay  his  pontoons  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th.  Columbia  was  now 
plainly  ours;  there  being  no  adequate 
force  present  to  dispute  its  possession ; 
so  the  Mayor  came  out,  at  11  a.  ic, 
and  formally  surrendered  it  to  CoL 
Stone^  of  Logan's  corps,  on  the  north, 
about  the  same  time  that  some  of  the 
17th  corps,  crossing  the  Congaree  in 
a  skiff,  entered  it,  unresisted,  from 
the  west.  Sherman  and  Howard  now 
rode  in ;  Col.  Stone  having  already 
taken  possession  and  posted  sentinels : 
the  inhabitants  moving  fearlessly 
through  the  streets.  During  the  day, 
the  15th  corps  marched  through  the 
city  and  out  on  the  Camden  road 
The  17th  corps  did  not  enter  it  at 
all;  while  the  left  wing  and  the 
cavalry,  crossing  both  rivers  above, 
were  at  no  time  vnthin  two  miles  of 
it.  Yet  night  saw  that  city  in  flames, 
and  a  great  part  of  it  reduced  to 
ashes:  hence,  mutual  accusations 
and  reproaches  by  Gens.  Sherman 
and  Wade  Hampton.  Here  is  Gten. 
Sherman's  statement  in  his  report : 

^  "  In  anticipation  of  the  occnpatipn  of  the 
dtj,  I  Lad  made  written  orders  to  Gen. 


Howard  touching  the  oondnct  of  the  troops. 
These  were:  to  destroy  absolutely  all  ar- 
senals and  public  property  not  needed  for 
our  own  use,  as  well  as  all  railroads,  d^p6ts, 
and  machinery  useful  in  war  to  an  enemy; 
but  to  spare  sdl  dwellings,  colleges,  schools, 
asylums,  and  harmless  private  property.  I 
was  the  first  to  cross  the  ponflooD- bridge, 
and,  in  company  with  Gen.  Howard,  rode 
into  the  city.  The  day  was  clear;  but  t 
perfect  tempest  of  wind  was  raging.  The 
brigade  of  Col.  Stone  was  already  in  the 
city,  and  was  properly  posted.  Citizens 
and  soldiers  were  on  the  streets,  and  gen- 
eral good  order  prevailed.  Gen.  Wade 
Hampton,  who  commanded  the  Confede- 
rate rear-guard  of  cavalry,  had,  in  antici- 
pation of  our  capture  of  Columbia,  ordered 
that  all  cotton,  public  and  private,  should 
be  moved  into  the  streets  and  fired,  to 
prevent  our  making  use  of  it.  Bales  were 
piled  everywhere;  the  rope  and  bagging 
cut,  and  tufts  of  cotton  were  blown  about 
in  the  wind,  lodged  in  the  trees  and  against 
houses,  so  as  to  resemble  a  snow-stonn. 
Some  of  these  piles  of  cotton  were  burning, 
especially  one  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city, 
near  the  court-house ;  but  the  fire  was  par- 
tially subdued  by  the  labor  of  our  soldiers. 
During  the  day,  the  15th  oorps  passed 
through  Columbia  and  out  on  the  Camden 
road.  The  17th  did  not  enter  the  town  at 
all ;  and,  as  I  have  before  stated,  the  \e& 
wing  and  cavalry  did  not  come  within  two 
miles  of  the  town. 

*^  Before  one  single  public  building  had 
been  fired  by  order,  the  smoldering  fires, 
set  by  Hampton's  order,  were  rekindled  by 
the  wind,  and  communicated  to  the  build- 
ings around.  About  dark,  they  began  to 
spread,  and  got  beyond  the  control  of  the 
brigade  on  duty  within  the  city.  The 
whole  of  Woods's  division  was  brought  in; 
but  it  was  found  impossible  to  check  the 
flames ;  which,  by  midnight,  had  become  nn- 
manageable,  and  raged  until  about  4  a.  m.; 
when,  the  wind  subsiding,  they  were  got 
under  oontroL  I  was  up  nearly  all  night, 
and  saw  Gens.  Howard,  Logan,  Woods, 
and  others,  laboring  to  save  houses  and 
protect  families  thus  suddenly  deprired 
of  shelter,  and  of  bedding  and  wearing  ap- 
parel. I  disclaim  on  the  part  of  my  army 
any  agency  in  this  fire ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
claim  that  we  saved  what  of  Columbia  re- 
mains unconsumed.  And,  without  hesita- 
tion, I  charge  Gen.  Wade  Hampton  with 
having  burned  his  own  city  of  Colombia ; 
not  with  malicious  intent,  or  as  the  mam- 
festation  of  a  silly  *  Roman  stoicism,' hot 
fh>m  folly  and  want  of  sense,  in  filling  it 
with  lint,  cotton,  and  tinder.  Our  officers 
and  men  on  duty  worked  well  to  extlngaish 
the  flames ;  but  others,  not  on  duty,  includ- 
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in^  the  officers  who  had  long  heen  im- 
pnsoned  there,  rescued  hj  ns,  may  have  as- 
sisted in  spreading  the  fire  after  it  had  once 
began,  and  may  have  indulged  in  uncon- 
eealed  joy  to  see  the  ruin  of  the  Capital  of 
South  Carolina." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Gen.  Sherman 
does  not  charge  Hampton  with  in- 
tending to  burn  the  city,  which  he 
was  confessedly  unable  to  hold ;  nor 
does  he  deny  that  some  of  our  men, 
not  on  duty,  may  have  aided  to  ex- 
tend the  coimagration.  Kor  does 
Beauregard,  who  was  Hampton's 
superior  in  command  at  Columbia, 
and  who  ordered  its  evacuation, 
indorse  the  charges  against  his  suc- 
cessful antagonist.  Nor  does  Pollard 
— who  never  misses  an  opportunity 
to  defame  the  detested  '  Yankees ' — 
directly  accuse  Sherman  of  having 
ordered  or  desired  the  conflagration*, 
though  he  evidently  wishes  to  con- 
vey the  impression  that  he  did. 
Here  is  his  account  of  the  capture : 

'*  A  white  flaff,  displayed  from  the  steeple 
of  the  City  HalT,  announced  the  surrender 
of  the  town.  With  hands  playing,  drum- 
corps  beating,  flags  flying,  and  their  men  in 
step,  the  Yankee  army  marched  down 
3£am-8treet  to  the  Capitol  square. 

"  No  sooner  had  the  enemy  entered  Co- 
lumbia than  a  wild  and  savage  scene  of  pil- 
lage commenced.  Stragglers,  *  bummers,* 
pontoon  men,  and  the  riffiraff  of  the  army, 
-i¥ere  to  be  met  in  every  street  and  almost 
every  house.  If  they  wanted  a  pair  of 
boots,  they  took  them  from  'one  s  feet. 
Watches  were  in  constant  demand  —  in 
several  instances,  being  snatched  from  the 
persons  of  ladies.  Ear  and  finger  rings 
were  taken  by  force ;  and,  in  isolated  cases, 
the  dresses  of  ladies  were  torn  from  their 
bodies  by  villains  who  expected  to  find  jew- 
els or  plate  concealed.  Search  for  silver 
and  provisions  was  made  in  every  conceiv- 
able place.  Ramrods  were  used  as  probes 
to  indicate  where  boxes  were  buried;  and 
gardens,  out-houses,  cellars,  garrets,  chim- 
neys, and  nooks  never  thought  of  by  any- 
body but  a  thief  in  search  of  plunder,  were 
tamed,  so  to  speak,  inside  out  Rev.  Mr. 
8hand,  the  Episcopalian  clergyman,  while 
conveying  a  truni  containing  the  com- 
znonion  service  of  silyer  Arom  the  church  to 


the  South  Carolina  College,  was  accosted 
by  a  Yankee  and  a  negro,  who  compelled 
him,  under  threat  of  death,  to  give  it  up. 

^^  The  conflagration  which  destroyed  the 
city  commenced  about  dusk.  The  fire 
started  near  the  rear  of  the  jail.  A  high 
wind  prevailed;  and,  in  a  short  time,  the 
flames  were  in  ftiU  and  unconquerable  pro- 
gress, spreading  rapidly  in  three  directions 
— up  and  down  Main-street,  and  eastwardly.  j 
From  10  p.  m.  till  8  a.  m.,  the  scene  was  ap-  i 
palling.  The  sky  was  one  broad  sheet  of 
flame ;  above  which,  amid  the  lurid  smoke, 
drifted  in  eddying  circles  a  myriad  of  sparks : 
these  falling,  scattered  the  conflagration  on 
every  side.  The  monotone  of  :the  roaring, 
leaping,  hissing  tongues  of  flame,  as  they 
careered  on  their  wild  course,  alone  filled 
hearts  with  dismay.  The  air  was  like  that 
.of  a  ftimace.  Many  of  the  streets  were  im- 
passable. Frightened  men,  women,  and 
children,  ran  m  all  directions ;  some  only 
to  flee  again  from  the  fresh  attacks  of  the 
destroying  element.  Property  thrown  out 
of  houses  was  either  burned  or  stolen. 
Many  of  the  Federal  soldiers,  maddened  by 
liquor,  dashed  through  the  city  with  lighted 
torches  to  inflame  tlie  dwellings  yet  un- 
touched. Morning  revealed,  to  some  ex- 
tent, the  broad  sweep  of  destruction.  Four 
thousand  or  more  citizens  were  houseless 
and  homeless.  From  the  State  House  to 
Cotton  Town,  and  an  average  of  two  or 
three  squares  on  each  side  of  Main-street, 
nothing  but  blackened  ruins  remained. 
Every  vestige  of  that  once  busy  street  was 
gone.  ^ After  having  completed,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  destruction  of  Columbia,  Sher- 
man continued  his  march  northward.'' 

Ab  the  fall  of  Columbia  involved 
that  of  Charleston,  including  Fort 
Sumter  and  all  its  other  defenses — 
Hardee  properly  declining  to  be  here 
isolated  and  consigned  to  capture  at 
our  convenience — and,  as  the  scene 
of  destruction  which  marked  that 
evacuation  has  not  even  been  charged 
to  the  Unionists,  we  will  copy  Pol- 
lard's graphic  description  of  this  also, 
as  a  companion-piece  to  that  of  Co- 
lumbia.   He  says : 

"  The  movement  of  Sherman  had  already 
been  decisive  of  the  fate  of  Charleston. 
Oen.  Hardee,  finding  himself  flanked  at 
Charleston,  and  appreciating  the  instant 
necessity  of  effecting  a  junction  with  Beau* 
regard  and  Cheatham  and  concentratins  all 
available  forces  in  Sherman^?  path,  resolyed 
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to  evacuate  this  city,  bo  famous  in  the  War, 
and  so  long  coveted  by  the  Yankees.  But 
he  was  resolved  to  leave  as  little  as  possible 
for  the  enemy's  rapacity. 

**  At  an  early  hour  of  the  morning,  before 
the  retirement  of  Gen.  Hardee's  troops, 
every  building,  warehouse,  or  shed,  stored 
with  cotton,  was  fired  by  a  guard  detailed 
for  the  purpose.  The  engines  were  brought 
out;  but,  with  the  small  force  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  fire  department,  very  little  else 
could  be  done  than  to  keep  the  surround- 
ing buildings  from  ignitiuff.  On  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  city,  the  names  raged  wiUi 
great  fury. 

"  The  horrors  of  the  conflagration  were 
heightened  by  a  terrible  catastrophe.  It  ap- 
pears, some  boys  had  discovered  a  quantity 
of  powder  at  the  d^p6t  of  the  Nortn- west- 
em  Railroad,  and  amused  themselves  by 
flinging  handfuls  of  it  upon  the  masses  of 
burning  cotton  in  the  streets.  It  was  not 
long  before  the  powder  running  from  their 
hands  formed  a  train  upon  the  ground,  lead- 
ing from  the  fire  to  the  main  supplies  of 
powder  in  the  d^p6t  The  result  is  easily 
conjectured.  A  spark  ignited  the  powder 
in  the  train ;  there  was  a  leaping,  running 
Are  along  the  ground,  and  then  an  explo- 
sion which  shook  the  city  to  its  very  foun- 
dations from  one  end  to  the  other.  The 
building  was,  in  a  second,  a  whirling  mass 
of  ruins,  in  a  tremendous  volume  of  flame 
and  ^oke.  About  200  lives  were  lost  by 
the  explosion,  and  not  less  than  150  bodies 
were  found  charred  in  that  fiery  furnace. 

"  From  the  d^pAt,  the  fire  spread  rapidly, 
and,  communicating  with  the  a^oining 
buildings,  threatened  destruction  to  that 
part  of  the  town.  Four  squares,  embracing 
the  area  bounded  by  Chapel,  Alexander, 
and  Washington  streets,  were  consumed 
before  the  conflagration  was  subdued. 

'*  The  destruction  of  public  property  had 
been  as  complete  as  Gen.  Hardee  could 
make  it.  He.bumed  the  cotton  warehouses, 
arsenals,  quartermaster's  stores,  railroad 
bridges,  two  iron-clads,  and  feme  vessels  in 
the  ship-yard.  Among  the  captured  prop- 
erty were  200  pieces  of  artillery;  spiked 
and  temporarily  disabled,  as  they  could  not 
be  brought  oflT. 

"The  Yankees  occupied  Charleston  on 
the  18th  of  February.  A  scarred  city, 
blackened  by  fire,  with  evidences  of  destruc- 
tion and  ruin  wrought  by  the  enemy  at  al- 
most every  step,  had  at  last  come  into  their 
possession ;  but  not  until  a  heroic  defense, 
running  through  nearly  four  years,  and  at 
last  only  by  the  stratagem  of  a  march  many 
miles  away  from  it  The  appearance  of  the 
city  was  eloquent  of  the  sacnficea  and  hero- 
ism of  its  people.  A  Yankee  correspondent, 
irho  had  joined  in  the  triumphal  entry  into 


Charleston,  thus  described  the  scene  before 
his  eyes :  ^  Not  a  building  for  blocks  here 
that  is  exempt  from  the  marks  of  shot  and 
shelL  All  have  suffered  more  or  less.  Here 
is  a  flne  brown-stone  bank  building  vacant 
and  deserted,  with  great,  gaping  holes  in 
the  sides  and  roof,  through  which  the  mm 
shines  Yind  the  rain  pours;  windows  and 
sashes  blown  out  by  exploding  shell  within; 
plastering  knocked  down;  counters  torn 
up ;  floors  crushed  in,  and  fragments  of  Mo- 
saic pavement,  broken  and  crushed,  lyins 
around  on  the  floor,  mingled  with  bits  of 
statuary,  stained  glass,  and  broken  parts 
of  chandeliers.  Ruin  within  and  without; 
and  its  neighbor  in  no  bAter  plight  The 
churches,  St  Michael's  and  St  Philip's, 
have  not  escaped  the  storms  of  our  projec- 
tiles. Thei  r  roofs  are  perforated,  their  walla 
wounded,  their  pillars  demolished,  and  with- 
in the  pews  filled  with  plastering.  From 
Bay  street,  studded  with  batteries,  to  Cal- 
houn street,  our  shelb  have  carried  destmo- 
tion  and  desolation,  and  often  death,  with 
theuL''' 

Lt-CoL  A.  G.  Bennett,  command- 
ing on  Morris  island,  receiving  infiH> 
mation  which  justified  a  belief  that 
Charleston  had  been  evacnated,  at 
once  dispatched  a  boat  toward  Fcst 
Moultrie ;  which  boat,  when  40  yards 
east  of  Fort  Sumter,  was  met  by  one 
from  Sullivan's  island,  containing  a 
band  of  musicians  left  behind  by 
Hardee.  These  confirmed  the  ru- 
mored evacuation ;  whereupon,  Maj. 
J.  A.  Hennessy  was  sent  to  raise  the 
fiag  over  recovered  Fort  Sumt^; 
which  was  effected  at  9  a.  m.  Fort 
Ripley  and  Castle  Pinckney  submit- 
ted promptly  and  gracefully  to  a  like 
embellishment — their  guns  having 
been  left  in  a  serviceable  condition. 
At  10  A.  M.,  Bennett  reached  the 
city,  which  the  enemy  had  not  yet 
wholly  evacuated ;  a  mounted  force 
being  still  engaged  in  setting  fires. 
He  at  once  demanded  of  Mayor  Mac- 
beth a  surrender,  which  was  promptly 
accorded,  A  small  force  was  brought 
up  so  soon  as  possible,  and  the  woric 
of  extinguishing  the  raging  fires  rig- 
orously prosecuted — ^tbe  Blacks  of 
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the  city^ing  impressed  therefor.  The 
IT.  S.  Arsenal  was  thus  saved  from 
destruction,  as  were  large  quantities 
of  Confederate  rice,  which  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  poor  of  the  city.^ 

.  Georgetown  was  at  the  same  time 
evacuated — Hardee,  with  12,000  men, 
gathered  from  all  lower  South  Caro- 
lina, making  all  haste  to  cross  the 
Santee  and  Pedee  before  Sherman 
could  turn  upon  and  crush  him; 
which,  as  Sherman  did  not  attempt 
to  intercept  him,  having  other  ob- 
jects in  view,  was  safelj  accom- 
plished. 

Gen.  Gillmore,  then  in  command 
on  the  coast,  reports  the  guns  cap- 
tured in  Charleston  and  its  defenses 
at  450 ;  a  ffood  part  of  them  8  and 
10-inch  Commbiads  and  7-inch  rifled 
guns — ^many  of  foreign  make.  Much 
good  ammunition,  8  locomotives,  with 
many  passenger  and  platform  cars, 
also  escaped  the  Rebel  conflagration, 
and  came  into  possession  of  the  victors. 

Before  proceeding  with  the  narra- 
tive of  Sherman^s  Great  March,  it  is 
but  just  to  speak  of  the  devastation 
of  South  Carolina  by  his  army. 

Sherman's  general  order,  prescrib- 
ing the  conduct  of  his  troops  in  their 
march,  was  precise  and  considerate, 
though  its  execution  would  naturally 
seem  harsh  to  those  it  despoiled.  He 
says: 

**  IV.  The  army  will  forage  liberally  on 
the  country  during  the  march.  To  this  end, 
each  brigade  commander  will  organize  a 
good  and  safficient  foraging  party,  under 
the  command  of  one  or  more  discreet  offi- 
cers, who  will  gather,  near  the  route  trav- 
eled, com  or  forage  of  any  kind,  meat  of 
any  kind,  vegetables,  corn-meal,  or  whatever 
is  needed  by  the  command :  aiming  at  all 
times  to  keep  in  the  wagon-trains  at  least 
ten  days^  provisions  for  the  command  and 
three  days^  forage.  Soldiers  must  not  enter 
the  dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  or  commit 
any  trespass;  during  the  halt  or  at  camp, 


they  may  be  permitted  to  gather  tnmipa, 
potatoes,  and  other  vegetables,  and  drive  in 
stock  in  front  of  their  camps.  To  regular 
fora^ng  parties  must  be  intrusted  the  gather- 
ing of  provisions  and  forage  at  any  (Ustance 
from  the  road  traveled. 

"V.  To  army  corps  commanders  is  in- 
trusted the  power  to  destroy  mills,  houses, 
cotton-gins,  etc.  -,  and  for  them  this  general 
principle  is  laid  down:  In  districts  and 
neighborhoods  where  the  army  is  unmo- 
lested, no  destruction  of  such  property 
should  be  permitted ;  but,  should  guerrillas 
or  bushwhackers  molest  our  march,  or 
should  the  inhabitants  burn  bridges,  ob- 
struct roads,  or  otherwise  manifest  local 
hostility,  then  army  corps  commanders 
should  order  and  enforce  a  devastation 
more  or  less  relentless,  according  to  the 
measure  of  such  hostility. 

"  VL  As  for  horses,  mules,  wagons,  &«., 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  the  cavalry  and 
artillery  majr  apprdpriate  freely  and  without 
limit ;  discriminating,  however,  between  the 
rich,  who  are  usually  hostile,  and  the  poor  or 
industrious,  usually  neutral  or  friendly.  Fo- 
raging parties  may  also  take  mules  or  horses 
to  replace  the  Jaded  animals  of  their  trains, 
or  to  serve  as  paok  mules  for  the  regiments  or 
brigades.  In  all  foraging,  of  whatever  kind, 
the  parties  engaged  will  -refrain  from  abu- 
sive or  threatening  language,  and  may,  when 
the  officer  in  command  think^s  proper,  give 
written  certificates  of  the  facts,  but  no  re- 
ceipts; and  they  will  endeavor  to  leave 
with  each  family  a  reasonable  portion  for 
their  maintenance.'*' 

Of  course,  **the  inhabitants'*  did 
"bum  bridges,  obstruct  roads,"  and 
"  otherwise  manifest  local  hostility." 
Most  of  them  were  quite  willing; 
but  they  would  have  been  compelled 
sotoactift^nwilling.  And  such  mani- 
festations of"  local  hostility,"  accord- 
ing  to  the  terms  of  the  order  above 
given,  constrjdned  the  corps  com- 
manders to  "enforce  a  devastation 
m<»-e  or  less  relentless,  according  to 
the  measure  of  such  hostillity."  But 
the  mere  necessity  of  subsisting  such 
an  army  off  the  country,  while  pass- 
ing rapidly  through  it,  necessarily 
involved  its  devastation.  It  was  like 
a  cloud,  of  locusts,  devouring  every 
thing  edible,  and  many  things  that 
were  not.    And  Gen.  Sherman,  in 
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his  report  of  his  passage  through 
Georgia,  says  of  his  men : 

"u4  little  loose  in  foraging^  they  *did 
some  things  they  ought  not  to  have  done  ;* 
yet,  on  the  whole,  they  have  supplied  the 
wants  of  the  army  with  as  little  violence  as 
could  be  expected,  and  as  little  loss  as  I 
oalcnlated.^* 

Naturally,  the  "little  violence'' 
and  "little  loss"  lookedlarger,  and 
were  regarded  with  less  eomplai- 
aance,  from  the  other  side ;  but  there 
was  not  much  complaint  of  wanton 
destruction  or  outrage. 

In  South  Carolina,  new  conditions 
were  presented.  Thereon  traversed 
was,  in  the  main,  more  sparsely  settled 
than  central  Georgia — ^the  mass  of  its 
I)eople  poorer,  and  its  supplies  more 
scanty.  And  South  Carolina  was  re- 
garded by  our  soldiers  with  more 
marked  disfavor,  as  having  been  the 
cradle  of  Secession  and  Civil  Wsx. 
So,  doubtless,  the  taste  for  plunder 
had  grown  keener  by  gratification, 
while  the  instinct  that  discerns  the 
location  of  hidden  food  and  valuables 
had  by  use  become  amazingly  sharp 
and  subtle.  Though  a  good  many 
watches  and  pieces  of  plate  which 
were  claimed  to  have  been  "  found 
hidden  in  a  swamp,  a  mile  from  any 
house,"  were  in  fact  drawn  from  less 
occult  sources,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  hide  a  watch  or  goblet 
where  it  would  not  have  been  dis- 
covered and  appropriated.  And  the 
business  of  foraging  had  been  gradu- 
ally assumed  as  a  specialty  by  the 
least  scrupulous  of  the  soldiers,  who, 
having  mounted  themselves  some- 
how on  beasts  of  burden,  scoured  the 
whole  region  in  advance  of  our 
marching  columns — often  many  miles 
in  advance — gathering  provisions  for 


the  army,  and  any  thing  inviting  and 
portable  for  themselves — dismount- 
ing and  fighting  in  line  of  battle  when 
charged  or  impeded  by  cavalry  or 
militia  in  moderate  numbers;"  but 
fonder,  on  the  whole,  of  rifling  a 
house  than  of  fighting  its  owner; 
and  constantly  intent  on  the  main- 
chance.  No  other  State  or  section 
has  in  modem  times  been  so  tho- 
roughly devastated  in  a  single  cam- 
paign signalized  by  little  fighting,  as 
was  South  Carolina  by  that  march 
through  its  utmost  length,  and  over 
an  average  breadth  of  forty  miles,  by 
Sherman's  army. 


Gen.  Kilpatrick,  with  a  total  force 
of  6,068  men,  including  ^6-gun  bat- 
tery of  horse  artillery,  and  a  small 
brigade  of  dismounted  men,  had  de- 
monstrated northward,  on   our  ex- 
treme left,  so  far  as  Aiken ;  imbuing 
the  enemy  with  the  fullest  belief  that 
Augusta  was  Sherman's  objective, 
and  causing  Wheeler's   cavalry  to 
confront  him  in  this  direction ;  leav- 
ing the  passes  of  the  Edisto  un- 
guarded.   In  effecting  this,  one  of 
his  brigades,  led  by  CoL    Spencer, 
had  engaged,"  near  Williston's  sta- 
tion. Gen.  Allen's  division  of  Ala- 
bama cavalry  (six  thin  regiments), 
and  routed  it  with  no  serious  loss  to 
either  side.    Having  destroyed  the 
railroad  hereabout  to  his  heart's  con- 
tent, and  deceived  Wheeler  as  to 
his  purpose,  Kilpatrick  merely  sent" 
Atkins's  brigade  into  Aiken,  where 
Wheeler  was  in  force,  and  of  course 
drove  Atkins  back ;  charging,  at  U 
A.M.,  Kilpatrick's  entire  command, 
and  being  repulsed  with  a  loss  of  31 
killed,  160  woundfed,  and  60  prison- 


^  **  Some  of  these  foraging  parUea  bad  en- 
oounters  with  the  euemj  which  would,  Id  ordi- 


nary   times,   rank  aa  reapectable  battles."-' 
Sherman's  Bqnnt  •  "'Feb.  8.    "Peb  IL 
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ers.  He  thereupon  fell  back  into 
Aiken ;  and  Kilpatrick,  after  threat- 
ening him  there  till  the  night  of  the 
12th,  suddenly  drew  off,  moved  rap- 
idly across  the  South  and  then  the 
North  Edisto,*'  and,  moving  on  the 
left  of  the  14th  corps,  struck  the  Lex- 
ington and  Augusta  road  9  miles 
north-west  of  Lexington,  when  barely 
1,500  of  Wheeler's  men  had  got  be- 
tween him  and  Columbia,  while 
Cheatham's  force  (the  remnant  of 
Hood's  army)  was  moving  parallel 
with  our  advance  still  farther  to  the 
left.  But,  on  crossing  the  Saluda," 
Wheeler  was  found  to  be  ahead ;  and 
our  cavalry  marched  all  day  "  paral- 
lel with  Cheatham's  corps,  moving 
at  times  within  three  miles — a  diffi- 
cult stream  forbidding  an  attempt  to 
strike  the  enemy  in  flank,  as  he  was 
strung  along  the  road.  Crossing  the 
Greenville  and  Columbia  road,  Kil- 
patrick  tore  it  up  down  to  Alston, 
where  he  crossed"  the  Broad,  and 
pushed  north  nearly  to  ChesterviUe ; 
when  he  foimd  that  Wheeler  had 
moved  around  his  front,  united  with 
Wade  Hampton,  and  was  before  him 
on  the  road  to  Charlotte  and  Ealeigh, 
N.  C,  which  Sherman's  advance 
northward  from  Columbia  to  Winns- 
boro' "  had  led  the  enemy  to  believe 
was  his  intended  course. 

They  were  at  fault,  as  usual. 
Though  his  left  wing  was  thrown 
north  nearly  to  ChesterviUe,  the 
movement  in  this  direction  was  a 
feint,  and  the  whole  army  soon  turned 
sharply  to  the  right,  crossing  the 
Catawba,"  and,  after  halting  the 
right  wing  three  days  to  enable  Slo- 
cum  (who  had  been  delayed  by  a 
flood  in  the  Catawba)  to  come  up, 
stru^  the  Great  Pedee  at  Cheraw** 


(where  Blair  ciiptured  25  guns),  and 
thence  up  to  the  State  line  at  Sneeds- 
boro';  moving  on  parallel  roads  with- 
in easy  supporting  distance,  till  they 
were  concentrated  at  Fayetteville," 
N.  C. ;  leaving  Charlotte  and  the 
bulk  of  the  Rebel  army  far  to  our 
left.  Heavy  rains  and  almost  im- 
passable streams  had  delayed  our  dif- 
ferent columns ;  and  Hardee  was  ex- 
pected to  make  a  stand  at  Fayette- 
ville  and  resist  our  passage  o£  the 
Cape  Fear  river;  but  he  merely 
burned  the  bridge  and  put  off  as 
Blair  came  up.  Kilpatrick,  still  on 
our  extreme  left  had  advanced  by 
Bockingham ;  **  striking  next  day  the 
rear  of  Hardee's  column  retreating 
from  Cherawon  Fayetteville;  when, 
learning  from  prisoners  that  Hamp- 
ton's cavalry  was  behind,  he  resolved 
to  intercept  it.  Posting  a  mounted 
brigade  near  Solemn  Grove  on  one 
road,  he  made,  with  Spencer's  bri- 
gade, a  rapid  night-march  across  to 
another;  during  which,  he  rode 
through  a  division  of  Hampton's 
cavalry:  losing  by  capture  his  escort 
of  16  men,  but  escaping  with  his 
staff. 

Hampton  skillfully  deceived  Gen* 
Atkins,  whom  Eolpatrick  had  left  be- 
hind, passed  him  by  an  unsuspected 
road,  and  fell  in  full  force  upon  Kil- 
patrick and  Spencer  about  2  a.  m.  ; 
taking  them  completely  by  surprise, 
routing  them  and  capturing  all  their 
guns.  Spencer  and  most  of  Kil- 
patrick's  staff  were  made  prisoners ; 
Kilpatrick  barely  escaping  on  foot. 
Driven  back  into  a  swamp,  with 
most  of  his  men,  he  fmcceeded  in 
rallying  them,  while  the  enemy,  sup- 
posing him  utterly  routed,  were  in- 
tent on  plundering  his  camp ;  and. 


♦•I^b.15.   "Feb.  17.   «Feb.l8.  ♦•Feb.  19   ♦•Feb.  21    **Feb.23.  ♦•MarchS.  ♦'Maich  11.  •"March?. 

VOL.  n. — 45 


Digitized  by 


Google 


706 


THE    AMERICAN    CONFLICT. 


charging  on  foot,  he  retook  his  head- 
quarters and  guns,  just  as  the  enemy 
were  harnessing  the  horses  to  draw 
them  off,  and  opened  upon  their  re- 
ceding backs  when  scarcely  twenty 
paces  distant,  quickening  the  pace  of 
all  who  still  retained  the  power  of  lo* 
comotion.  Hampton  soon  rallied  his 
command,  and  tried  hard  to  regain  all 
that  he  had  so  suddenly  won  and 
lost ;  but  Kilpatrick  kept  him  at 
bay  till  Gen.  Mitchell,  hearing  the 
guns,  at  8  A.  M.  came  hastily  across 
with  a  brigade  of  infantry  of  the 
20th  corps;  when  the  enemy  disap- 
peared ;  having  inflicted  a  loss  of  19 
killed,  61  wounded,  and  103  prison- 
ers. 

Kilpatrick  reached  Fayetteville,  N". 
C,  on  the  11th,  and  the  whole  army 
was  concentrated  there  next  day; 
when  the  army  tug  Davidson  and 
the  gunboat  Eolus  steamed  up  fipom 
Wilmington  with  news  of  the  capture 
of  that  city  and  of  all  that  had  oc- 
curred during  the  six  weeks  that  the 
army  had  been  corduroying  its  way 
through  the  interminable  swamps 
and  pontooning  across  the  swollen 
streams  of  South  Carolina.  At  Co- 
lumbia, the  disastrous  fire  and  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  people  had  pre- 
vented the  only  corps  that  entered 
that  city  from  learning  much  of  the 
outer  world ;  but  here  Shennan  was 
in  full  communication  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  cooperating  Gen- 
erals, and  able  to  dispatch  full  in- 
structions to  Gen.  Schofield;  who, 
having  been  brought  around  from 
Tennessee  to  Newborn,  was  prepar- 
ing to  reenforce  him  at  Gt)ldsboro'. 

Sherman  halted  ttree  days  at  Fay- 
etteville ;  completely  destroying  the 
XT.  S.  Arsenal  and  the  costly  machi- 


nery which  had  been  brought  hither 
from  the  U.  S.  armory  at  BLarper's 
Ferry  on  its  first  capture  in  April, 
1861.  His  army  greatly  needed  rest ; 
and  besides,  there  was  reason  now  to 
apprehend  other  resistance  than  that 
horded  by  the  swamps,  the  streams, 
and  the  elements.  Hardee  from  Sa- 
vannah and  Charleston ;  Beaur^ard 
from  Columbia ;  Cheatham  from  the 
Tennessee;  with  a  considerable  force 
drawn  from  North  Carolina  and  her 
seaward  defenses  under  Bragg  and 
Hoke,  made  up,  with  Wheeler's  and 
Hampton's  cavalry,  a  body  of  not  less 
than  40,000  men,  mainly  veterans, 
now  united  under  the  able  and  wary 
Jo.  Johnston.  It  would  no  longer  an- 
swer to  move  as  hitherto ;  our  columns 
must  be  kept  well  closed  up,  the  corps 
within  easy  supporting  distance,  on 
peril  of  surprise  and  disaster. 

True  to  his  favorite  policy,  Sher- 
man again  pushed  **  four  divisions  of 
his  left  wing,  covered  by  Kilpatrick, 
directly  northward  to  Avebysbobo', 
as  if  intent  on  Kaleigh ;  while  Slo- 
cum's  train,  his  two  remaining  divi- 
sions, and  the  right  wing,  moved  by 
various  roads  nearly  east,  toward 
Goldsboro,'  his  true  destination.  The 
incessant  rains  had  reduced  the  roads 
to  a  state  wherein  horses  would 
mire  almost  anywhere,  and  'cordn- 
roy '  was  essential  wherever  guns  or 
wagons  were  to  be  moved. 

Sherman  was  on  the  left  with  Slo- 
cum,  who  was  that  day  required  to 
send  up  a  brigade  of  infantry  to  the 
aid  of  Kilpatrick,  who  was  skirmish- 
ing heavily  in  the  advance. 

Next  morning,  when  near  Averj^ 
borough,  on  approaching  the  road, 
which  runs  eastward  to  Bentonville, 
the  enemy,  under  Hardee,  was  ftoid 
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posted  on  a  narrow,  swampy  neck  of 
land  between  the  Cape  Fear  and 
South  rivers ;  his  total  strength  being 
estimated  at  20,000.  Ward's  divi- 
sion of  the  20th  corps,  in  our  left 
advance,  was  deployed,  sending  for- 
ward a  skirmish  line,  developing  a 
brigade  of  infantry  behind  a  light 
field-work,  with  a  battery  enfiladii^ 
the  approach.  "Williams  sent  Case's 
brigade  by  a  circuit  to  our  left ;  turn- 
ing the  enemy's  work,  and,  by  a 
quick  charge,  driving  back  the  in- 
fantry brigade  holding  it,  tmder 
the  fire  of  Winnegar's  battery,  to  a 
stronger  and  better  line  behind  it; 
whereupon,  Ward's  division  charged 
directly  on  the  retreating  foe,  cap- 
turing 3  guns  and  217  prisoners,  of 
whom  68  were  wounded;  while  108 
of  the  enemy's  dead  were  buried  by 
Williams  on  the  field. 

Jackson's  division  was  now  sent 
up  on  the  right  of  Ward,  and  two 
divisions  of  the  14th  corps  on  the 
left:  while  Balpatrick,  massing  his 
cavalry  ferther  to  the  right,  was 
directed  to  feel  for  the  road  to  Golds- 
borough.  He  had  gained  that  road 
with  one  brigade,  when  he  was 
vehemently  assailed  by  McLaws's 
Eebel  division,  and  pushed  back, 
fighting  gallantly ;  until,  at  length, 
our  whole  line  advanced,  driving 
the  enemy  within  his  intrenchments 
and  pressing  him  there  till  night  fell, 
dark  and  stormy;  under  cover  of 
which  he  retreated,  taking  the  road 
not  to  Raleigh  but  to  Smithfield. 
Slocum's  loss  was  77  killed  and 
477  wounded  (no  prisoners) — which 
may  or  may  not  include  that  of  Kil- 
patrick.  The  enlmy's  was  probably 
about  the  same.  Ward's  division 
made  a  show  of  pursuing  the  enemy; 


while  the  rest  of  our  army,  bearing 
to  the  right,  pushed  directly  for 
Goldsborough. 

Sherman,  supposing  the  fight  all 
out  of  the  Eebels  for  the  present,  had 
ridden  across  to  the  right  wing,  and 
was  intent  on  reaching  Goldsborough 
and  meeting  Schofield,  when  the 
sound  of  gtms  on  the  left  again  chal- 
lenged his  attention.  Slocum,  ap- 
proaching Bentonvtlle,  had  been 
assailed  by  Jo.  Johnston  with  the 
entire  Eebel  army.  Couriers  from 
Schofield  and  from  Terry  now  ar- 
rived ;  the  former  reporting  himself 
at  Kinston,  short  of  provisions,  but 
able  to  reach  Goldsboro'  on  the  21st, 
which  he  was  directed  to  do ;  Terry 
being  likewise  directed  to  advance. 
Meantime,  the  several  divisions  of 
the  right  wing  were  ordered  to  move 
on  rapidly  to  the  relief  of  the  out- 
numbered left. 

Slocum  had  at  first  encoxmtered  *• 
Dibbrell's  cavalry;  which  he  was 
driving,  when  he  ran  headlong  upon 
the  whole  Confederate  army:  the 
two  leading  brigades  of  Carlin's  di- 
vision being  hurled  back  on  the  main 
body,  with  a  loss  of  8  guns  and  their 
caissons.  Slocum  thereupon,  very 
properly,  stood  on  the  defensive; 
showing  a  front  of  four  divisions, 
and  throwing  up  slight  barricades; 
while  Kilpatrick  came  into  action  on 
the  left.  Here  our  left  received  six 
assaults  from  Johnston's  army;  hold- 
ing our  ground  firmly,  and  inflicting 
heavy  loss  on  the  foe  with  our  ar- 
tillery—  they  having  brought  up 
little  or  none.  Johnston  had  hur- 
ried hither  by  night  from  Smithfield, 
moving  very  light,  expecting  to  crush 
Slocum  before  he  could  be  supported ; 
but  he  was   mistaken.    Night   fell 


••March  18. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


708 


THE    AMERICAN    CONFLICT. 


without  giving  him  any  ground ;  and, 
before  morning,  Slocum  got  up  his 
wagon-train,  with  its  guard  of  two 
divisions,  while  Hazen's  division  of 
the  15th  (Logan's)  corps  came  up  on 
his  right,  rendering  his  position  se- 
cure. The  enemy  not  risking  fur- 
ther attacks,  Slocum  awaited  the 
coming  up  of  Howard  and  the  entire 
right  wing ;  by  which  time,  Johnston 
had  intrenched  thoroughly  in  a  strong 
position,  forming  a  sort  of  triangle, 
with  its  apex  at  the  front,  but  facing 
Slocum  on  one  side  and  Howard  on 
the  other.  Here  he  was  very  cau- 
tiously approached  and  felt  of  by 
Sherman,  who  was  aware  that  Scho- 
field  was  improving  this  delay  to  get 
possession  of  Qoldsborough  in  the 
enemy's  rear,  while  Gen.  Terry  ad- 
vanced to  theNeuse  at  Cox's  bridge, 
some  10  miles  higher  up.  And  now," 
during  a  heavy  rain,  under  cover  pf 
a  noisy  demonstration  along  the 
Rebel  front,  Mower's  division  of 
Blair's  corps  worked  around  by  our 
right  to  the  enemy's  rear ;  hoping  to 
secure  the  bridge  over  Mill  creek, 
which  was  his  only  line  of  retreat. 
But  Johnston  was  not  to  be  thus 
caught;  nor  did  he  choose  to  stop 
here  ^nd  fight  60,000  men  with  (at 
most)  40,000 ;  so  he  decamped  during 
the  night,  retreating  on  Smithfield 
and  Baleigh  so  suddenly  as  to  leave 
his  pickets  behind,  as  well  as  his 
severely  wounded. 

Our  total  loss  here  was  191  killed, 
1,108  wounded,  and  844  missing: 
in  all,  1,643.  We  buried  here  267 
Rebel  dead,  and  took  1,625  prison- 
ers— ^mauy  of  them  wounded. 

Ko  further  resistance  being  made, 
our  army  moved  on  to  Goldsboro', 
where  it  rested  and  was  redad,  while 


Gen.  Sherman,  after  a  hasty  visit  to 
Gens.  Terry  and  Schofield,  took" 
the  first  train  of  cars  that  ran  to 
Morehead  City,  and  thence  a  swift 
steamer  to  City  Point;"  where  he 
met  in  council  the  President,  Grens. 
Grant,  Meade,  &c.;  returning  a3 
hurri^cQy  to  his  army  at  Goldsboro', 
which  he  reached  on  the  30th. 


We  may  now  narrate  the  events  of 
the  Winter  in  North  Carolina,  which 
signally  contributed  to  the  final  over- 
throw of  the  Eebellion. 

WiLMiNGTOK,  N.  C,  had — because 
of  its  location,  so  convenient  for  the 
supply  of  ordnance,  munitions,  Ac, 
to  the  main  Rebel  armies,  and  the 
extraordinary  difficulty  of  precluding 
the  ingress  and  egress  of  blockade- 
runners,  at  this  port — ^been,  from  the 
outset,  one  of  the  most  important 
sea-ports  of  the  Confederacy,  before, 
by  the  gradual  closing  of  the  others, 
it  became  the  only  one  of  consequence 
that  remained  accessible.  To  close 
it,  therefore,  became  at  length  synon- 
ymous with  barring  all  direct  and 
nearly  all  conmiercial  intercourse 
between  the  Confederacy  and  the 
non-belligerent  world. 

Early  in  the  Autunm  of  1864,  Gen. 
Grant  proposed  to  Gen.  Butler  the 
dispatch  of  Biig.-Gens.  Weitzel  and 
Graham  to  reconnoiter  Fobt  Fishkk, 
the  main  defense  of  the  seaward 
approaches  to  Wilmington,  to  deter- 
mine its  strength,  preparatory  to  a 
combined  SLtiack.  The  reconnois- 
sance  w;a8  made  accordingly,  and  its 
result  duly  reported." 

The  meditated  attack  was  intend- 
ed to  have  been  tf  virtual  surprise, 
when  the  pressure  of  our  armies  st 
all  points  should  have  probably  re- 
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duced  the  gamBoiiB  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  its  adjuncts  to  a  minimnm  ;  but 
even  the  small  number  required  was 
not  available  for  this  purpose  till 
October ;  when  it  was  judged  that 
the  collection  and  evolutions  of  a 
great  fleet  in  Hampton  Eoads  must 
have  attracted  the  enemy's  attention 
and  prompted  a  reenforcement  of  the 
threatened  defenses.  (The  original 
plan  of  the  expedition  contemplated 
the  collection  and  outfit  of  this  fleet 
at  or  near  Port  Eojal,  under  the 
guise  of  a  demonstration  against  Fort 
8umter  and  Charleston ;  but  this  was 
overruled  by  considerations  of  obvi- 
ous convenience.)  Meantime,  t]ie  fer- 
tile genius  of  General  Butler  had 
been  stimulated  by  the  accounts  of  a 
tremendous  gunpowder  explosion  at 
Erith,  England,  whereby  destructive 
effects  had  been  produced  at  a  con- 
eiderable  distance ;  and  he  had  con- 
ceived the  project  of  running  a  ves- 
sel filled  with  gunpowder  under  the 
flearwall  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  there 
exploding  it;  trusting  that,  at  least, 
the  garrison  would  be  so  paralyzed 
by  the  resulting  earthquake  as  to  fa- 
cilitate a  prompt  seizure  of  the  fort 
by  its  expectant  besiegers.  Delays 
in  preparation  occurred,  as  usual; 
Gen.  Butler  was  ordered  **  by  tele- 
graph to  New  York,  to  keep  the 
peace  there  during  the  Presidential 
election;  and,  when  he  returned,** 
the  powder  experiment  had  been  re- 
solved on  and  preparation  for  it  par- 
tially made.  But  Gen.  Grant  now 
left  the  front  for  a  flying  visit  to  his 
family  in  New  Jersey,  devolving  on 
Gen.  Butler  the  chief  conunand; 
and,  when  he  returned,  of  the  250 
tons  of  powder  required,  100  tons 
were  still  wanting,  and  did  not  arrive 


at  Fortress  Monroe  till  December: 
thus  the  expedition  did  not  get  fairly 
off  till  the  14th.  Admiral  Porter, 
commanding  the  naval  part  of  it, 
was  off  Beaufort,  N.  C,  on  the  16th ; 
though  Gen.  Butler,  in  advance  of 
the  transport  fleet,  had  reached  our 
blockaders  off  Wilmington  the  night 
before.  The  transports  and  troops 
were  at  Masonborough  inlet,  18  miles 
north,  or  nearly  east  of  Wilmington. 

Gen.  Grant,  it  is  clear,  had  not  de- 
signed that  Butler  should  accompany 
the  expedition,  but  intended  that 
Wettzel  should  be  its  commander; 
yet  it  is  equally  plain  that,  up  to  a 
very  late  hour.  Gen.  Butler  undoubt- 
ingly  understood  that  he  was  not 
merely  to  fit  it  out,  but  personally 
command  it    So  he  did. 

Porter,  with  his  war  vessels,  ar- 
rived on  the  18th,  and  at  once  sent 
up  the  powder-boat  Louisiana,  intend- 
ing to  explode  her  forthwith ;  but,  on 
Butler's  remonstrance  that  the  land 
forces  must  be  ready  to  follow  up  the 
explosion  with  an  assault,  he  counter- 
manded the  order.  It  appears  that 
the  Rebels  were  not  aware  of  the  pre- 
sence or  imminence  of  the  expedi- 
tion till  the  20th — a  few  vessels  more 
or  less  in  the  oflSng,  where  several 
blockaders  were  generally  visible, 
not  wearing  any  special  significance.  ^ 
But  now^  as  the  wind  was  high  and 
the  sea  rough,  with  a  prospect  of  still 
worse  weather,  the  transports  put 
back  70  miles  to  Beaufort,  N.  C,  for 
water,  &q.  ;  when  a  storm  ensued 
which  prevented  their  return  till  the 
36th. 

Admiral  Porter — ^who  was  not  on 
terms  of  cordiality  with  Gen.  Butler 
— set  to  work  by  himself.  He  had 
sent  in  the  powder-boat  Louisiana, 
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Com'r  Rhind,  at  lOJ  p.  m.  of  the  23d ; 
exploding  her  at  If  next  morning, 
but  to  very  little  purpose — ^the  mira- 
culous power  which  gave  eflScacy 
to  the  assault  with  rams'-horns  on 
Jericho  not  having  been  vouchsafed. 
Rhind  and  his  crew  did  their  work : 
following  in  (unperceived)  a  block- 
ader  whose  signals  of  amity  were  re- 
spected and  answered  by  the  fort. 
When  all  was  ready,  they  escaped  in 
a  tender  which  had  accompanied 
them  on  their  perilous  errand,  and 
which,  having  attained  a  considerable 
distance,  was  scarcely  harmed  by  the 
explosion.  The  fort  ai^d  its  defend- 
ers seem  to  have  been  nowise  dis- 
turbed by  it — Col.  Lamb  supposing 
it  to  be  merely  the  bursting  of  one  of 
the  great  gims  of  our  fleet. 

Porter  had  33  war  vessels,  several 
of  them  iron-clad,  beside  a  reserve 
of  17  small  ones.  At  11^  a.  m.,  he 
followed  up  the  abortive  explosion 
by  an  order  to  advance  and  bom- 
bard the  fort :  the  Ironsides  leading, 
closely  followed  by  the  Monadnock, 
Canonicns,  Mahopac,  Minnesota,  and 
nearly  all  his  larger  ships ;  and  so 
terrible  was  their  concentrated  fire 
that  the  fort  was  completely  silenced 
by  it  in  76  minutes;  having  been 
set  on  fire  in  several  places  and  two 
of  its  magazines  exploded.  The 
bombardment  was  continued  till  sim- 
set,  when  Gen.  Butler  arrived  in  his 
flagship;  his  transports  being  still 
absent.  Com.  Porter  now  drew  off 
for  the  night. 

At  7  A.  M.  next  day,  the  transports 
and  troops  having  arrived,  the  bom- 
bardment was  renewed,  and  was  con- 
tinued for  seven  hours :  the  Rebels  re- 
sponding for  a  while  with  two  guns 
only.     Some  of  our  vessels  drew  off 


before  the  rest,  because  out  of  amaiu. 
nitiofi.  Ihe  iron-clads  were  ordered 
to  continue  their  fire  throughout  the 
night. 

Our  land  forces  had  meantime 
commenced  debarking,  imder  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Gen.  Weitzel, 
who  headed  the  first  or  reconnoiter- 
ing  party  of  500  men ;  going  himself 
to  within  800  yards  of  the  fort, 
pushing  up  a  skirmish-line  to  withiu 
160  yards,  and  capturing  a  little  out- 
work called  Flag-pond  Hill  battery, ' 
with  65  men. 

Weitzel's  observations  convinced 
him  that  the  work  was  exceedingly 
strong,  and  that  its  defensive  power 
had  not  been  essentially  injured  by 
Porter's  fire.  He  soon  returned,  as 
directed,  to  Butler,  and  reported  that 
it  would  be  murder  to  assault  such  a 
fort  with  our  6,000  men.  Butler, 
disappointed,  now  ran  close  up  in  his 
vessel,  reconnoitered  for  himself,  and 
reluctantly  acquiesced  in  Weitzel's 
decision.  Our  men,  of  whom  about 
half  had  been  landed,  were  there- 
upon reembarked;"  and  Gen.  Butler 
returned  with  the  land  force  to  the 
James,  leaving  the  fleet  still  off  Wil- 
mington. 

Our  loss  in  this  bombardment  was 
about  fifty  killed  and  wounded — 
nearly  or  quite  all  by  the  bursting  of 
six  of  •our  heavy  Parrott  guns — ^the 
enemy  inflicting  no  injury,  because  he 
could  not  work  his  guns  imder  our 
fire.  His  loss  was  3  killed  and  55 
wounded.  Butler  reports  that  we 
took  300  prisoners. 

Grant  was  profoundly  dissatisfied. 
In  the  first  place,  he  had  not  in- 
tended that  Gen.  Butler  should  go, 
and  had  at  length  plainly  intimated 
this ;  though,  as  Fort  Pislier  was  in 
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Butler's  military  department,  he  did 
not  absolutely  forbid  it.  Still,  as 
Weitzel  was  his  choice,  and  the  de- 
cision not  to  assault  was  primarily 
Weitzel's,  he  could  not  object  to  this. 
But  he  did  complain,  and  with  rea- 
son, that  his  express  order,  addressed 
to  Butler  for  Weitzel,  had  been  vio- 
lated in  the  return  of  the  expedition. 
That  order  is  as  follows : 

"City  Point,  Va.,  Dec.  6,  1864. 

**  General  :  The  first  object  of  the  expe^ 
dition  under  Gen.  Weitzel  is  to  close  to  the 
enemj  the  port  of  Wilmington.  If  sncoess- 
ful  in  this,  the  second  will  be  to  capture 
Wilmington  itself.  There  are  reasonable 
grounds  to  hope  for  success,  if  advantage 
can  be  taken  of  the  absence  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  enemy's  forces  now  looking  after 
Sherman  in  Georgia.  The  directions  jou 
have  given  for  the  numbers  and  equipment 
of  the  expedition  are  all  right,  except  in  the 
unimportant  matters  of  where  they  embark 
and  the  amount  of  intrenching  tools  to  be 
taken.  The  object  of  the  expedition  will 
be  gained  by  effecting  a  landing  on  the  main 
land  between  Cape  Fear  river  and  the  At- 
lantic, north  of  the  north  entrance  to  the 
river.  Should  such  landing  be  effected 
whilst  the  enemy  still  holds  Fort  Fisher 
and  the  batteries  guarding  the  entrance  to 
the  river,  then  the  troops  should  intrench 
themselves,  and,  by  cooperating  with  the 
navy,  effect  the  reduction  and  capture  of 
those  places.  These  in  our  hands,  the  navy 
could  enter  the  harbor,  and  the  port  of  Wil- 
mington would  be  sealed.  Should  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  point  of  land  on  which  it  is 
built  fall  into  the  hands  of  our  troops,  im- 
mediately on  landing,  then  it  will  be  worth 
the  attempt  to  capture  Wilmington  by  a 
forced  march  and  surprise.  If  time  is  con- 
sumed in  gaining  the  first  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition, the  second  will  become  a  ^matter 
of  aft^r  consideration. 

*^  The  details  for  execution  are  intrusted 
to  you  and  the  officer  immediately  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops. 

"Should  the  troops  under  Gen.  Weitzel 
ftul  to  effect  a  landing  at  or  near  Fort  Fish- 
er, they  will  be  returned  to  the  armies  op- 
erating against  Richmond  without  delay. 

"  U.  S.  Grant,  Lieutenant-General. 
"M^or -General  B.  F.  Butler." 

Gen.  Weitzel  had  concurred  in 
the  propriety  of  returning,  but  in  en- 
tire ignorance  of  this  order.  Had  it 
been  direbted  to  him,  and  he  placed 


in  command  of  the  expedition,  he 
would  have  obeyed  it. 


Advised  by  the  Navy  Department 
that  the  fleet  was  still  off  Fort  Fill- 
er, and  ready  for  a  fresh  attempt, 
Grant  promptly  determined  that  it 
should  be  made.  Designating  Gen. 
Alfred  H.  Terry  to  command  the 
new  expedition,  he  added  a  brigade 
of  about  1,500  men  and  a  si^e-train 
(which  was  not  landed),  and  ordered 
Gen.  Sheridan  to  send  a  division  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  to  follow  in  case  of 
need.  Terry's  force,  therefore,  though 
nominally  but  a  quarter  stronger,  was 
really  much  more  so ;  since  all  who 
were  under  his  orders  added  vigor 
and  ccmfidence  to  his  efforts.  Gen. 
Terry  was  first  apprised  of  his  desti- 
nation by  Gen.  Grant,  as  together 
they  passed  down  the  Jamee. 

The  new  expedition,  composed  in 
good  part  of  the  old  one,  minus  its 
two  Generals,  left  Fortress  Monroe 
Jan.  6,  1865 ;  put  into  Beaufort,  N. 
C,  on  the  8th ;  was  detained  there 
by  bad  weather  till  the  12th;  was 
offWilmington  that  night;  and  com- 
menced  its  landing,  under  cover  of  a 
heavy  bombardment  from  Porter's 
fleet,  early  next  morning ;  and,  by  8 
p.  M.,  nearly  8,000  men,  with  three 
days'  rations  in  their  haversacks,  40 
rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  boxes, 
arms,  intrenching  tools,  munitions, 
&c.,  complete,  had  been  landed,  in 
spite  of  a  heavy  surf;  hlaving  thrown 
out  pickets  which  had  exchanged 
shots  with  those  of  the  enemy.  The 
work  asMgned  them  was  already  wdl 
begun. 

Oten.  Terry's  first  concern  was  to 
throw  a  strong  defensive  line  across 
the  sandy  peninsula  whereon  Fort 
Fisher  stands,  so  as  to  isolate  it  from 
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all  support,  and  enable  him  to  hold 
his  ground  against  any  relieving  force 
that  was  likely  to  be  sent  down  from 
Wilmington.  This  was  effected,  after 
some  hours  necessarily  given  to  ex- 
aminations ;  the  first  line  being,  at  9 
p.  M.,  drawn  across  some  three  miles 
above  the  fort;  but  a  better  was 
finally  found  a  mile  nearer;  where 
a  position  was  taken**  at  2  a.  m.,  and 
where  a  good  breastwork,  stretching 
from  river  to  sea,  partially  covered 
by  abatis,  had  been  constructed  by  8 
A.  M.  And  now  the  landing  of  the 
lighter  guns  was  commenced,  and  by 
sunset  completed;  the  guns  being 
placed  in  battery  before  morning, 
mainly  toward  the  river,  where,  in 
case  of  an  attack  on  us,  the  enemy 
w^ould  be  least  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
our  gunboats. 

CurtisV"  brigade  was  now  thrown 
forward  toward  the  fort,  and  a  car^ 
ful  reconnoissance  made,  imder  cover 
of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  to  within  600 
yards  of  the  wall;  as  a  result  of 
-which,  it  was  decided  to  deliver  a 
determined  assault  next  day.** 

The  iron-clads  continued  their  fire 
through  this,  as  they  had  through 
the  preceding  night ;  but,  at  9  a.  ic, 
the  wooden  vessels  moved  up  to  re- 
Tiew  the  bombardment;  reaching 
position  about  11,  and  opening  fire, 
with  the  usual  effect  of  driving  the 
Rebels  from  their  batteries  into  their 
bomb-proofs,  and  thus  silencing  their 
guns.  Meantime,  2,000  sailors  and 
marines,  armed  with  cutlasses,  re- 
volvers, and  a  few  carbines,  had  been 
detailed  fix)m  the  fleet,  and  landed  to 
share  in  the  meditated  assault,  and 
had  worked  their  way  up,  by  digging 
ditches  or  rifle-pits,  under  cover  of 
the  fire  of  the  fleet,  to  within  200 


yards  of  the  fort, 
awaiting  the  order  1 
came  at  3:25  p.  m., 
landsmen  were  read 
fleet  changed  the  di 
so  as  to  cover  the 
assaulting  columns, 
each  other  in  theii 
first  in  the  fort ;  the 
by  the  flank  along 
the  soldiers  chargec 
toward  the  left. 

Up  to  this  mom 
been  trifling ;  but,  ^ 
reached  the  fort,  i 
possible  for  the  flee 
fii:e  without  doing  m 
than  to  the  enemy ; 
parapets  swarmed 
keteers,  who — scar 
the  aimless,  random 
marines,  who  had 
rifie-pits  to  cover,  I 
the  charging  sailors- 
stonners  in  winrows 
canister  plowed  thr< 
the  head  of  the  co 
sailors'  assault  was 
with  great  camag 
number  of  them  had 
and  some  even  clim 

But  the  sailors, 
cessftd,  had  done  a  , 
had  largely  engross 
and  efforts  of  the 
enabling    Curtis's 
Terry's  column  of  as 
Pennypacker's,  and 
having  already  gair 
ate  loss,  partial  she! 
from  the  fort — ^to 
under  a  heavy  enf 
marshy  and  difficuli 
through  the  palisad< 
a  lodgment  on   the 


••  Jan,  14. 


••  Jan.  II 


Digitized  by 


Google 


714 


THE    AMERICAN   CONFLICT. 


Pennypacker,  advancing  to  Curtis's 
Bupport,  overlapped  his  right,  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  heavy  palisading 
that  extended  from  the  west  end  of 
the  land-face  to  the  river,  taking 
some  prisoners;  and  now  the  two 
brigades,  uniting,  drove  the  enemy, 
by  desperate  fighting,  from  about 
one-quarter  of  the  land-face.  Gen. 
Ames,  commanding  the  assaulting 
division,  now  brought  up  Bell's  brig- 
ade, and  placed  it  between  the  fort 
and  the  river,  where  the  hollows 
whence  sand  had  been  dug  for  the 
parapet,  the  ruins  of  barrack*  and 
store-houses,  and  the  large  magazine, 
formed,  with  the  huge  traverses  of 
the  land-face,  a  series  of  rude  breast- 
works, behind  which  successively  the 
enemy  rallied,  and  over  which  the 
combatants  fired  into  each  others' 
faces.  Nine  of  these  traverses  were 
successively  carried  by  our  men ; 
while  Terry  strengthened  the  assail- 
ants by  sending  down  Abbott's  brig- 
ade from  the  north,  where  their  place 
was  taken  by  the  discomfited  sailors 
and  marines,  with  the  27th  U.  S.  col- 
ored, Brig.-Gen.  A.  M.  Blackman; 
who  entered  the  fort  and  reported 
to  Ames  at  6  p.  m. 

Still,  the  defense  was  obstinately 
maintained;  the  fleet  now  shifting 
its  fire  from  that  portion  of  the  fort 
not  yet  gained  by  our  troops  to  the 
beach,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
succor  from  the  Rebel  garrison  of 
Battery  Buchanan ;  imtil,  at  9  p.  m., 
two  more  traverses  haying  been  car- 
ried, the  Rebels  were  fairly  driven 
by  Abbott's  men  out  of  their  last 
foothold  in  the  fort,  fleeing  down  the 
Point  to  Battery  Buchanan ;  but  it 
was  idle  to  hope  to  make  a  successfril 
stand  here  against  their  eager  pur- 


suers ;  and  Maj.-Gten.  "WTdting  (ma^ 
tally  wounded),  CoL  Lamb,  and  their 
followers,  had  no  choice  but  to  sur- 
render. Terry  took  2,083  prisoners; 
while  his  material  trophies  were  169 
guns,  most  of  them  heavy,  over  2,000 
small  arms,  and  considerable  ammu- 
nition, provisions,  &c.  Before  morn- 
ing. Fort  Caswell,  across  the  river, 
with  the  extensive  works  at  Smith- 
ville  and  Reeve's  point,  were  aban- 
doned and  blown  up  by  the  enemy: 
so  that  the  triumph  was  complete. 

Our  loss  in  this  desperate  assault 
was  110  killed,  636  wounded;  but 
among  these  were  Col.  Bell,  mortally, 
and  Oten.  N.  M.  Curtis  and  CoL  G. 
A.  Pennypacker,  severely  wounded, 
while  leading  their  bri^Eules  in  the 
assault 

Qen.  Hoke,  with  a  considerable 
Rebel  force,  had  watched  the  landing 
of  our  troops  at  a  respectful  distance 
inland ;  but  did  not  venture  to  annoy 
them,  though  expected,  and  finally 
ordered,  by  his  superior,  Bra^,  todo 
so.  The  prompt  extension  of  our 
lines  across  the  peninsula  precluded 
the  possibility  of  success  after  the 
first  night;  so 'that,  when  Bragg  re- 
iterated his  order  more  peremptorily, 
he  was  requested  by  Hoke  to  recon- 
noiter  for  himself,  and  did  so;  when 
his  order  was  withdrawn.  They  now 
resolved  to  reenforce  the  fort;  but 
the  rapidity  of  Terry^s  and  Porter's 
operations  left  them  no  opportunity 
to  do  so.  It  only  remained  to  the  two 
Rebel  commanders  to  look  quietly 
on  and  see  Fort  Fisher  taken.  They 
were  not  long  compelled  to  endure 
their  necessarily  painful  anxiety. 

Next  morning**  after  the  capture, 
while  the  fort  swarmed  with  our  cu- 
rious, exulting  soldiers  and  sailors. 
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itB  chief  magaziiie  exploded ;  killing 
about  200  of  our  men,  and  wounding 
perhaps  100  more.  It  was  sunk 
deeply  in  the  earth  in  the  center  of 
the  parade,  and  well  protected  from 
'  casualty,  but  not  from  carelessness, 
to  which  its  destruction  is  generally 
attributed. 


Gen.  Schofield,  whom  we  left  "  at 
Clifton,  on  the  Tennessee,  under 
orders  to  embark  his  23d  corps 
(*Army  of  Tennessee')  for  East- 
port,  Miss.,  while  preparing  to  obey, 
received  "  an  order  from  Gen.  Grant 
to  report  forthwith  at  Annapolis, 
Md. ;  whither  he  proceeded  next 
day  :  moving  by  steamboats  to  Cin- 
cinnati, thence  by  rail  to  Alexandria, 
Va. ;  where  he  was  for  some  time 
detained  by  the  freezing  of  the  Poto- 
mac: being  thence  dispatched  by 
steamboats  to  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  lancfing"  near  Fort  Fisher. 
He  found  here  Gen.  Terry,  with  8,000 
men,  holding  his  original  line  across 
the  Peninsula,  two  miles  above  the 
fort,  but  too  weak  to  advance :  the 
Eebels,  under  Hoke,  holding  Fort 
Anderson,  across  Cape  Fear  river, 
with  a  line  across  the  peninsula  con- 
fronting ours ;  and  Admiral  Porter, 
with  his  great  fleet,  unable  to  force 
a  passage  up  to  Wilmington,  in  part 
because  of  the  shallowness  of  the 
river.  But  Schofield's  arrival  raised 
our  land  force  to  not  less  than  20,000 ; 
and  he  at  once  pushed"  forward 
Terry,  supported  by  Cox's  division ; 
driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and 
intrenching  dose  to  his  line,  so  as  to 
compel  him  to  hold  it  in  force.  He 
now  attempted,  by  the  aid  of  navy 
boats  and  pontoons,  to  throw  a  heavy 
force  to  Hoke's  rear  by  his  left,  or 


along  the  beach ;  but,  being  baffled 
by  a  storm,  with  high  winds  and  sea, 
he  determined  to  flank  the  enemy's 
right.  To  this  end,  Cox's  and 
Ames's  divisions  were  thrown  across 
the  Cape  Fear  to  Smith ville,  where 
they  were  joined  by  Moore's  brigade 
of  Couch's  division,  just  debarked, 
and  directed  to  envelop  Fort  Ander- 
son. The  enemy,  detecting  this 
movement,  hastily  abandoned  "  that, 
fort  and  his  lines  facing  ours,  leaving 
to  us  10  heavy  guns  and  much  am- 
munition, and  fell  back  behind  Town 
creek,  where  he  had  intrenched;  and 
where  he  was  assailed  •*  next  day  by 
Gen.  Terry :  Gen.  Cox,  crossing  the 
creek  in  a  flat-boat,  striking  him  in 
flank  and  rear,  and  routing  him; 
capturing  375  men  and  2  guns.  Cox 
now  rebuilt  the  bridge  which  Hoke 
had  burned,  drew  over  his  guns,  and 
started  next  morning  for  Wilming- 
ton ;  crossing,  on  Rebel  pontoons,  the 
Brunswick  to  Eagle  island;  thence 
threatening  to  cross  the  Cape  Fear 
above  the  city. 

Gen.  Terry,  still  on  the  peninsula, 
had  hitherto  been  imable  to  advance 
over  Hoke's  defenses;  but  Cox's 
flanking  menace  was  decisive.  Hoke 
retreated ;  burning  the  steamers  (in- 
cluding the  privateers  Chickamauga 
and  Tallahassee),  cotton,  naval  and 
military  stores,  &c.,  in  Wilmington; 
and  our  army  marched  in  unopposed 
next  morning.*^  Schofield's  total  loss 
in  taking  it  had  been  about  200  :  the 
enemy's  was  not  less  than  1,000,  be- 
side 65  guns  and  much  ammunition. 
Schofield,  lacking  wagons  and 
animals,  was  unable  to  pursue  di- 
rectly ;  but  he  had  already  dispatch- 
ed 6,000  men  to  Morehead  city  to 
impel  or  strengthen  an  advance  from 
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Newbem  on  GoldsboroTigli.  Conch's 
and  Cox's  divisions  wore  now  ordered 
across  the  country  to  Banston;  bnt 
the  lack  of  wagons  delayed  their 
movement  till  March  6;  when  they 
started  under  Couch,  while  Schofield 
went  by  sea  to  Morehead  city,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  Newbem ;  whence 
he  reached,  on  the  8th,  Cox's  position 
at  Wise's  forks,  near  South-west 
creek,  on  his  way  to  Goldsboro'.  Cox 
had  sent  up  two  regimoits  under 
CoL  Upham,  15th  Conn.,  to  seize  and 
hold  the  crossing  of  the  creek ;  but 
Hoke,  who  had  ere  this  been  re- 
enforced  by  partof  Cheatham's  corps 
from  the  Tennessee,  had  that  morn- 
ing flanked  and  surprised  Upham 
•  there;  striking  him  suddenly  in  the 
rear,  and  capturing  700  of  his  men. 

Elated  by  this  stroke,  Hoke  ad- 
vanced on  Schofield ;  attempting  to 
bore  in  betwixt  Carter's  and  Palmer's 
divisions,  after  the  Virginia  fashion ; 
but  was  checked  by  the  arrivd  of 
Buger's  division,  and  desisted  with- 
out serious  fighting  or  loss. 


Schofield,  seeing  the  enemy  strong 
and  eager,  directed  Cox  to  intrench 
and  stand  on  the  defensive  till  Couch 
could  arrive.  Hoke  skirmidied 
sharply  next  day,  and  strn<^  heavily 
at  Cox's  left  and  center  the  day 
after  :*•  the  blow  falling  mainly  on 
Buger's  division,  by  which  it  was  re- 
pulsed with  heavy  loss  to  the  assail- 
ant&  Schofield  reports  our  loss  here 
at  only  300;  while  he  estimates  the 
enemy's  at  1,500.  Hoke  retreated 
across  the  Neuse  and  burned  the 
bridge.  Couch  came  up  and  reen- 
forced  Schofield  next  mcnuing. 
Lack  of  pontoons  delayed  Schofield 
at  the  Neuse  till  the  14th,  when- 
having  rebuilt  tie  bridge — he  croBsed 
and  entered  Kinston  unopposed— 
Hoke  having  hastened  to  Smithfidd 
to  Bid  Johnston  in  nuking  head 
against  Sherman.  Schofield  again 
advanced  on  the  SOtii,  and  entered 
Goldsboro',  scarcely  resisted,  next  day; 
barely  ahead  of  the  arrival  of  She^ 
man  and  his  whole  army,  as  has 
already  heea  narrated 


XXXIIL 

THE   EEPOSSESSION    OF   ALABAMA. 


WILSON— CANBY. 


Geh.  GBAiirr's  comprehensive  plan 
of  campaign  for  the  "Winter  and 
Spring  of  1864-5  embraced  a  com- 
bined demonstration  from  north  and 
south  npon  Alabama ;  which  State, 
save  at  its  northern  extremity,  had 
thns  far  suffered  less  from  tiie  ravages 
of  war  than  any  part  of  the  Confede- 
racy but  Texas.  The  movement  at 
the  south  was  impelled  and  directed 


by  Gfen.  Canby,  commanding  at  Kew 
Orleans ;  that  at  the  north  was  led 
by  Q^n.  James  H.  "Wilson,  under  the 
direction  of  Gen.  Thomas,  whose 
cavalry  Wilson  had  been  detadied 
by  Grant  from  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac and  sent  West  expressly  to 
command,  with  results  that  did  credit 
to  the  Lieut.-G«neral'8  sagacity  and 
judgment. 
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Qen.  Wilson's  cavalry  command, 
after  the  expulsion  of  Hood  from  Ten- 
nessee, wascoUected  at  Eastport,  Miss, 
(the  head  of  steamboat  nav^ation  on 
the  loww  Tennessee) ;  whither  Gen. 
Thomas  at  length  proceeded/  to  give 
him  his  final  instructions.  It  had  been 
intended  to  employ  but  half  his  force 
in  a  raid  on  the  chief  towns  of  central 
Alabama,  deseed  as  a  mere  diver- 
sion in  favor  of  Canby ;  but  Wilson 
persuaded  his  chief  to  let  him  take  aU 
the  cavalry  he  could  readily  muster 
— Cheathajn's  movement  eastward, 
with  the  remains  of  Hood's  force, 
having  rendered  disposable  nearly 
our  entire  force  on  the  Tennessee. 
Wilson  was  thus  enabled  to  set  out 
with    nearly  15,000   men,  whereof 
18,000  were  mounted,  with  six  batr 
teries.     Prevented  from  starting  at 
the  time   designated "  by    incessant 
rains  and  tremendous  floods,  the  ex- 
pedition was  not  fairly  over  the  Ten- 
nessee till  March  18;  when  it  set 
forth  with  light  trains,  careftdly  filled 
— each  trooper  taking  5  days'  rations 
in  his  haversack,  24  lbs.  of  grain, 
and  a  pair  of  extra  shoes  for  his 
horse,  with  100  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion ;  while  5  days'  rations  of  hard 
bread,  10  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt, 
were  packed  on  mules ;  45  days'  of 
coffee,  20  of  sugar,  15  of  salt,  and  80 
rounds  of  ammunition  in  the  wagons 
— 56  of  which  were  laden  with  a  light 
pontoon  train  of  30  boats.    The  train 
(of  250  wagons)  was  escorted  by  the 
1,500  dismounted  men.    Most  of  the 
cavalry  were  provided  with  the  high- 
ly valued  Spencer  carbine^   The  time 
idlotted  for  the  expedition  was  60 
days:   men  and  animals  to  subsist, 
so  &r  as  possible,  on  the  country 
they  traversed.    The  rear  of  the  col- 


unm  did  not  actually  leave  the  Ten- 
nessee till  the  22d. 

The  general  course  pursued  was 
south-east,  through  Eussellville,  Jas- 
per, and  Elyton ;  but  the  command 
was  divided,  and  from  time  to  time 
expanded  and  contracted;  passing 
hurriedly  over  war- wasted  north  Ala- 
bama, and  then  spreading  out  so  as 
to  sweep  over  a  broad  stretch  of  the 
plenteous  region  watered  by  the  trib- 
utaries of  the  Black  Warrior  and 
other  main  affluents  of  the  Tombig- 
bee  river:  thus  menacing  at  once 
Columbus,  Miss.,  Tuskaloosa,  and  Sel- 
ma,  Alabama. 

Forrest,  conmianding  the  chief 
Bebel  force  left  in  this  quarter,  was 
at  West  Point,  near  Columbus,  Miss.; 
so  that  Wilson,  moving  rapidly  on 
several  roads,  passed  his  right  and 
reached  Elyton  *  without  a  collision ; 
destroying  by  the  way  many  exten- 
sive iron-works,  collieries,  &c.,  and 
pushing  the  few  Bebel  cavalry  found 
at  Elyton  rapidly  across  the  Cahawba 
at  Montevallo;  where  the  enemy  was 
first  encountered*  in  force:  Roddy's 
and  Crossland's  commands  coming 
up  the  Selma  road,  but  being  routed 
and  driven  southward  by  a  charge  of 
Upton's  division.  The  Rebels  at- 
tempted to  make  a  stand  at  a  preek, 
after  being  driven  4  or  5  miles ;  but 
they  were  too  weak,  and  were  again 
routed  by  a  headlong  charge ;  losing 
60  prisoners.  Upton  bivouacked  14 
miles  south  of  Montevallo,  and  early 
next  morning  rode  into  Randolph; 
capturing  here  a  courier,  from  whose 
dispatches  he  learned  that  Forrest 
was  now  in  our  front;  that  W.  H. 
Jackson,  with  one  of  Forrest's  divis- 
ions, was  moving  E.  S.  E.  from  Tus- 
kaloosa ;  and  that  his  rear  had  been 
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struck  at  Trion  by  Gen.  Cuxton,  who 
bad  been  detached  by  Wilson  at  Ely- 
ton,  and  who  had  interposed  between 
Jackson's  force  and  his  train,  and 
was  to  be  attacked  by  Jackson  this 
morning.  Chalmers  was  at  Marion, 
south  of  Tuskaloosa ;  and  all  were 
moving,  under  Forrest's  direction,  to 
concentrate  upon  and  defend  Selma. 
A  note  from  Cuxton — who  had  been 
detailed  to  strike  Tuskaloosa — now 
apprised  Wilson  that  he  should  post- 
pone this  enterprise,  and  fight  Jack- 
son, with  intent  to  prevent  his  junc- 
tion with  Forrest.  Wilson  hereupon 
directed  McCook  to  move  rapidly  to 
Centerville,  cross  the  Cahawba,  and 
push  on,  via  Scottsborough,  to  strike 
Jackson.  McCook  found  Jackson 
well  posted  near  Scottsborough,  and, 
hearing  nothing  of  Cuxton,  did  not 
venture  to  attack,  but  recoiled,  after 
a  sharp  skirmish;  burning  the  Scotts- 
boro'  factory  and  Centerville  bridge, 
and  rejoining  Wilson  near  Selma. 

Wilson  was  moving  eagerly  and 
in  force  on  Selma,  driving  small  par- 
ties of  Rebel  cavalry,  when  he  was 
brought  to  a  halt  by  Forrest,  strongly 
posted  on  Boyle's  creek,  near  Plan- 
tersville,  with  a  creek  on  his  right 
and  a  high,  wooded  ridge  on  his  left, 
with  4  guns  planted  to  sweep  the  Ran- 
dolph and  2  on  the  Maplesville  road, 
whereon  our  troopers  were  advan- 
cing. He  had  in  line  about  6,000 
men,  mainly  cavalry  (Roddy's  divi- 
sion, with  Armstrong's  and  Cross- 
land's  brigades),  with  his  front  cov- 
ered by  rail  barricades  and  abatis. 
Wilson  had  here  Long's  and  Upton's 
divisions — ^perhaps  6,000  in  all,  but 
all  veterans,  of  excellent  quality,  and 
admirably  led. 

Long  arrived  first,  on  our  right; 


when,  dismounting  and  forming  his 
men  on  the  left  of  the  road,  he 
charged,  breaking  the  Rebel  line. 
Lt.-Col.  Frank  White,  with  4  com- 
panies of  the  17th  Lidiana  (mount- 
ed), being  ordered  forward,  rode  over 
the  Rebel  guns,  cutting  his  way  out 
with  a  loss  of  17  men ;  among  them 
Capt.  Frank  Taylor,  killed. 

Gen.  Alexander,  leading  Upton's 
division,  hearing  the  noise  of  the 
fight,  came  rapidly  up  on  the  Mi^lee- 
ville  road ;  dismounting  and  deploy- 
ing his  brigade,  and  going  right  in 
on  the  left;,  with  such  energy  that 
the  enemy  were  soon  in  headlong 
flight,  leaving  2  guns  and  200  pris- 
oners to  Alexander,  and  1  gun  to 
Long.  Winslow's  brigade  now  took 
the  advance,  and  pursued  sharply  to 
Plantersville,  19  miles  fit)m  Selma; 
but  the  ftigitives  could  not  be  over- 
taken. Forrest  had  be®a  driven  24 
miles  that  day. 

Long's  division  now '  took  the  lead, 
followed  by  Upton's ;  and  all,  by 
4  p.  iL,  were  in  sight  of  Selma.  For- 
rest had  here  a  motley  force  of  per- 
haps 7,000  men ;  but  many  of  them 
green  conscripts — boys  and  old  men 
— and  not  to  be  relied  on.  He  was  in- 
disposed to  attempt  the  defense  of  ex- 
tensive works  with  such  a  force  ;  but 
Dick  Taylor,  his  superior,  had  been 
here,  and  ordered  him  to  hold  the 
town  at  all  hazards — disappearing 
on  a  southward^oing  train  directly 
afterward.  Forrest,  with  a  doubting 
heart,  prepared  to  do  his  best  His 
works  were  good  and  strong;  ex- 
tending, in  a  semicircle  of  three  miles, 
from  the  Alabama  above  the  city  to 
that  river  below  it, 

Wilson  had  here  9,000  men.  After 
careftilly  reconnoitering,  he  directed 
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Long  to  assault  the  defenses  by  a 
diagonal  movement  across  the  road 
whereon  he  was  posted ;  while  Upton, 
with  300  picked  men,  was  to  pene- 
trate a  dense,  miry  swamp  on  Long's 
left,  break  through  the  Kne  covered 
by  it,  and  turn  the  Eebel  right — ^his 
whole  division  participating  in  the 
turning  movement.  But,  before  our 
preparations  had  been  completed, 
word  reached  Long  that  Chalmers's 
Rebel  cavalry  from  Marion  were  at 
work  on  his  rear,  where  his  horses 
and  train  were  under  guard ;  where- 
upon, sending  a  r^ment  to  reen- 
forcp  the  six  companies  guarding  his 
rear,  he  gave  his  men  the  order  to 
follow  him  in  a  charge ;  and  in  15 
minutes,  without  a  halt  or  a  waver, 
they  had  swept  over  the  Eebel  in- 
trenchments,  and  driven  their  de- 
fenders pell-mell  toward  the  city. 
Long  himself  had  fallen,  shot  through 
the  head ;  Cols.  Miller,  McCormick, 
and  Briggs,  leading  their  respective 
regiments,  had  each  been  severely 
wounded ;  but  Selma  was  won. 

The  Rebels  rallied  on  a  new  line, 
but  partially  constructed,  in  the  edge 
of  the  city ;  where  they  repulsed  a 
gallant  charge  of  the  4th  regular 
cavalry ;  and,  as  it  was  now  dark, 
they  evidently  hoped  to  hold  But 
the  impetuosity  of  our  men  could  not 
be  restrained.  Upton's  entire  divi- 
sion advanced,  supporting  a  charge 
of  the  4th  cavalry,  4th  Ohio,  and 
17th  Indiana;  while  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade  battery,  from  a  com- 
manding position,  replied  to  the 
Rebel  guns,  dismounting  two  of 
them ;  and  the  city  was  soon  taken, 
with  32  guns,  2,700  prisoners,  and 
vast  stores  of  all  kinds.  Forrest, 
Roddy,    Armstrong,     and    perhaps 


3,000  of  their  followers,  had  escaped 
under  cover  of  the  darkness.  Our 
total  loss  here  was  less  than  500. 
The  Rebel  arsenal,  great  guns,  ware- 
houses, factories,  founderies,  &c.,  were 
thoroughly  destroyed,  and  the  town 
sacked  without  mercy  by  our  soldiers. 
The  Rebels  had  just  burned  25,000 
bales  of  cotton ;  Wilson  found  10,000 
more,  and  burned  ihem. 

Several  days  elapsed  before  the 
bridge,  870  feet  long,  over  the  swollen 
Alabama,  after  being  thrice  swept 
awaji  by  the  flood,  was  rebuilt,  and 
our  army  crossed  * — ^all  but  Cuxton's 
brigade,  which  was  away  south,  and 
had  had  a  fight  with  Wirt  Adams 
several  days  before.  Horses  had  been 
obtained  in  and  around  Selma  to 
mount  our  last  man ;  many  of  the 
negroes  following  our  columns  had 
been  enlisted — ^the  rest  were  forbid- 
den to  follow  farther — the  trains,  in* 
eluding  the  pontoon,  were  reduced 
to  their  lowest  dimensions ;  so  that 
Wilson,  rebuilding  the  bridges,  now 
moved  rapidly,  in  spite  of  the  sod- 
den earth ;  reaching,  at  7  a.  m.  of 
the  12th,  Montgomery,  the  capital 
of  Alabama,  which  Wirt  Adams  had 
just  evacuated,  after  burning  125,000 
bales  of  cotton.  The  city  promptly 
surrendered.  Several  stean#)oats, 
with  great  quantities  of  army  sup- 
plies, were  here  destroyed. 

Wilson  moved*  eastward  from 
Montgomery  toward  Columbus  and 
West  Point,  Georgia:  Lagrange's 
brigade  soon  striking  a  Rebel  force 
under  Buford  and  Clanton,  routing 
it,  and  taking  150  prisoners.  Reach- 
ing' the  Chattahoochee,  near  Colimoi- 
bus,  Ga.,  the  lower  bridge  was  found 
in  flames.  Accident  preventing  the 
arrival  of  Col.  Winslow's  brigade  till 
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dark,  Gen.  Wilson  ordered  an  attack ; 
when  300  of  the  3d  Iowa  .cavabry 
moved  forward,  supported  by  the  4th 
Iowa  and  10th  Missouri,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  pushed  through  strong 
abatis,  and  pressed  back  the  Bebel 
line.  Qen.  Upton  now  sent  up  two 
companies  of  the  10th  Missouri  to 
seize  one  of  the  bridges  leading  into 
Columbus;  which,  under  cover  of 
darkness,  was  effected.  And  now 
Gen.  Upton  charged  again,  sweeping 
away  all  resistance ;  and  soon  the  city 
was  ours,  with  1,200  jH*isoners,  52 
field  guns,  and  large  quantities  of 
small  arms  and  stores,  at  a  cost  to  us 
of  barely  24  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  the  Eebels  killed  was  C.  A. 
L.  LSunar,  of  Howell  Cobb's  staff, 
former  owner  and  captain  of  the 
slaver  Wanders.  We  destroyed 
here  the  Bebel  ram  Jackson,  mount- 
ing six  7-inch  guns,  burned  15  loco-^  * 
motives,  250  cars,  115,000  bales  of 
cotton,  &c.,  &c. 

Lagrange's  advance  reached  West 
Point  at  10  a.  m.  this  day,  and  found 
the  crossing  of  the  Chattahoochee 
defended  by  Fort  Tyler,  a  strong, 
bastioned  earthwork,  35  yards  square, 
situated  on  a  commanding  hill,  and 
moulding  4  guns.  At  1^  p.  m.,  this 
fort  was  bravely  assaulted  on  three 
sides ;  but  its  ditch,  12  feet  wide  by 
10  deep,  stopped  our  men  und^  a 
withering  fire  of  musketry  and  grape. 
Lagrange,  refusing  to  fall  back, 
posted  sharpshooters  to  tranquilize 
the  Eebel  gunners  while  he  gathered 
materials  for  bridges,  over  which  his 
men  sprang  at  the  sound  of  the  bugle ; 
rushing  over  the  parapet,  and  cap- 
turing the  entire  garrison — 265  men. 
Gen.  Tyler,  its  commander,  with  18 


of  his  met,  had  been  killed,  and  27 
more  severely  wounded. 

Simultaneously  with  this  charge, 
the  4th  Indiana  cavalry  dashed  head- 
long through  the  town,  secured 
both  bridges  over  the  Chattahoochee, 
drove  out  the  slender  Eebel  force 
found  there,  and  burned  5  engines 
with  their  l^ains.  Early  next  morn- 
ing. Gen.  Minty,  commanding  (since 
Long's  fall)  the  division,  was  on  his 
way  to  Macon,  as  was  Wilson  on  the 
Columbus  road;  both  columns  ar- 
riving on  the  2l8t,  aflber  Wilson  and 
Minty  had  both  received  assurances 
from  Gen.  Howell  Cobb,  command- 
ing in  Macon,  that  the  war  was 
virtually  ended. 

Cuxton  did  not  arrive  till  the  30th. 
Outnumbered  by  Jackson  in  their  en- 
counter near  Tricm,*  he  had  moved 
off  swiftly  to  Johnson's  ferry  on  the 
Black  Warrior,  44  miles  above  Tus- 
kaloosa,  where  he  crossed  abd  came 
down  the  west  bank ;  surprising  and 
capturing "  Tuskaloosa,  with  3  guns 
and  150  prisoners;  destroying  the 
miKtwy  school,  public  works,  stores, 
&c.  Hearing  nothing  from  Wilson 
or  McCook,  he  burned  the  bridge 
over  the  Black  Warrior,  and  sped 
south-west  nearly  to  Eutaw ;  where 
he  heard  that  Wirt  Adams,  witli 
2,000  cavalry,  was  dose  upon  him. 
Too  weak  to  fight  such  a  force,  Cux- 
ton turned  and  countermarched  near- 
ly to  Tuskaloosa ;  thence  by  Jasper, 
Mount  Benson  and  Trionsville,  to 
Talladega ;  near  which,  he  scattered 
a  small  Rebel  force  under  a  Gen. 
Hill ;  pushing  thence  by  CarroUton, 
Ga.,  Newnan,  and  Forsyth,  to  Ma- 
con; having,  with  his  small  force, 
moved  650  miles  in  80  days,  in  en- 
tire ignorance  of  the  position  or  for- 
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tunes  of  Wilson  an<^  his  lieutenants, 
yet  going  whitiier  and  doing  as  he 
^pleased;  scarcely  resisted  at  any 
town  he  chose  to  take.  The  ^fire- 
eaters'  had  disappeared;  the  Bnrri- 
vors  were  heartily  sick  of  War, 


Gen.  Canby,  commanding  in  New 
Orleans, was  kept  inactive  throughout 
the  Summer  and  Autumn  of  1864,  by 
the  exacted  return  of  the  16th  corps 
from  his  department,  to  serve  on 
either  bank  of  the  Mississippi  above. 
His  remaining  corps — the  13th,  Gen. 
Gordon  Granger — ^participated,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  the  reduction  of  the 
forts  at  the  mouth  of  Mobile  bay. 
During  the  year,  Gen.  Dick  Taylor 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  assumed 
conmiand  of  the  Confederate  forces 
in  Alabama.  At  length,  after  the 
overthrow  of  Hood,  in  Tennessee,  the 
16th  was  returned  to  Gen.Canby ;  who 
now  proceeded,  in  concert  with  Wil 
son's  demonstration  from  the  north  on 
central  Alabama,  to  attempt  the  re- 
duction of  Mobile  and  its  remaining 
defenses,"  now  held,  under  Dick  Tay- 
lor, by  Gen.  Maury,  with  a  force  es- 
timated at  15,000  men. 

The  forces  employed  by  Gen.  Can- 
"by  consisted  of  the  13th  and  16th 
corps  aforesaid,  with  a  division  of 
cavalry  and  one  of  colored  infantry 
— ^in  all,  from  25,000  to  30,000  men; 
and  he  was  assured  of  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  Porter's  powerful  fleet, 
now  commanded  by  Bear-Admiral 
Thatcher,  so  far  as  the  available  depth 
of  water  in  the  shallow  bay  of  Mo- 
bile would  allow.  Active  (^rations 
awaited  only  the  arrival  of  the  16th 
corps  by  water  on  Dauphine  island;" 
i^hich  was  the  signal  for  a  concentnt- 
tion  on  Mobile  of  Canby's  entire  dis- 


posable force.  Th( 
Grierson,  crossed  La 
from  New  Orleans,  s 
bile  Point,  whence  t 
Mobile  commenced 
marching  thence  i 
cours  bay  to  strike 
east,  where  its  defei 
least  elaborate;  whl 
with  a  division  of 
polled  from  Pensac 
and  a  brigade  of  S 
transferred  by  watei 
on  the  west  side  of 
under  a  heavy  fire  c 
iron-dads,  and  thres 
on  the  city  from  thfl 
Steele's  advance 
cavalry  only,  and  n 
on  reaching  Mitchel 
was  made"  by  somi 
and  8th  Alabama 
Clanton,  who  were  j 
^  and  routed — ^275  pri 
Clanton,  being  tak< 
due  of  the  force  d 
encountered  no  fort! 
he  was  in  front  of 
was  strongly  held 
where  he  halted  ai 
for  supplies,  which 
transmitted.** 

Gen.  Granger's  m 
Seoours  bay  and  u] 
impeded  by  pouring 
roads;  so  that  Smi 
was  embarked  on  tr 
moved  up  and  acrosi 
appointed  rendez^ 
river,  arrived  first; 
corps  came  up  in  t 
two  following  days ; 
vance  on  Mobile  wa 
26th.  It  was  resist 
mishers;  but  thero 
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planted  with  torpedoes,  which,  unless 
cautiously  sought  out  and  exploded, 
^ere  very  (Jestructive.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  men  and  horses  were  killed  by 
them. 

*  Spanish  Fort,'  the  strongest  of  the 
eastern  defenses  of  Mobile,  was  tdus 
approached  and  finally  invested:" 
the  Rebel  movable  column  retiring 
on  Blakely.  The  16th  corps,  on  the 
right,  threatened  Blakely,  while  the 
13th,  on  our  left,  more  immediately 
invested  Spanish  Fort.  Steele  now 
joined  hands  with  Smith,  thus  form- 
ing our  extreme  right. 

Our  fleet  had  moved  up  the  bay 
parallel  with  our  army,  making  for 
Howard's  landing  just  below  Spanish 
Fort,  with  intent  to  aid  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  stronghold  by  bombard- 
ment, and  by  isolating  it  from  Mobile. 
Notwithstanding  the  general  shallow- 
ness of  the  bay,  they  were  enabled  to 
^approach  the  shore  so  nearly  as  to- 
deliver  a  very  effective  fire,  which 
was  seldom  returned,  and  which  ul- 
timately cut  off  the  fort  from  all 
communication  with  the  city ;  but, 
in  effecting  this,  the  Metacomet  first, 
afterward  the  Osage,  were  blown  up 
by  torpedoes,  and  destroyed.  Their 
crews  generally  escaped,  owing  to  the 
shallowness  of  the  water.  The  gun- 
boats Stockdale,  Milwaukee,  Cincin- 
nati^ Albatross,  Winnebago,  and 
Gtenesee,  with  some  smaller  vessels, 
remained.  After  firing  leisurely 
through  the  day,  they  usually  dropped 
down  the  bay  to  Great  Point  Clear  to 
anchor  for  the  night. 

The  siege  of  Spanish  Fort  was 
opened  in  due  form  on  the  28th ;  our 
lines  having  been  established  during 
the  preceding  night,  at  distances  of 
800  to  400  yards.    Up  to  this  time, 


our  total  loss  had  not  exceeded  400 
men.  The  siege  was  pressed  with 
great  ardor,  and  with  considerable 
loss  from  Rebel  shells.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  80th,  Veatch's  division  of 
Gen.  Granger's  corps,  while  relieving 
guard,  blundered  into  the  Rebel  lines, 
and  were  regarded  as  the  head  of 
an  assaulting  column ;  provoking  a 
sally,  whereby  our  skirmishers  and 
working  parties  were  hurled  back, 
with  some  loss ;  but  the  enemy,  ad- 
vancing too  far,  were  repelled  in 
turn;  whereupon,  the  artillery  on 
both  sides  suddenly  reopened  and 
kept  firing  till  daylight  to  little  pn^ 
pose.  Still,  the  siege  was  steadily 
pressed  forward;  and,  the  investment 
being  completed,"  the  result  was  no 
longer  doubtful :  our  troops  having 
already  built  an  earthwork  and 
mounted  siege-guns  within  200  yards 
of  the  Fort 

Our  losses  were  mainly  from  shells: 
many  of  them  thrown  by  batteries 
whose  location  was  concealed,  and 
which  could  not,  in  consequence,  be  si- 
lenced. One  of  these  shells  killed  or 
wounded  16  men  ;  another  12.  Onr 
fleet,  unable  otherwise  to  get  within 
effective  distance  of  the  fort,  crossed 
the  bar  and  engaged  the  Rebel  fleet, 
which  included  several  iron-clads; 
compelling  it  to  move  up  toward 
the  city. 

.  All  being  at  length  ready,  a  tre- 
mendous concentric  fire  at  close 
range  was  opened  **  at  nightfall  on 
the  doomed  fort,  from  siege-guns  and 
field-pieces  in  battery,  and  from  gun- 
boats on  the  side  of  the  bay ;  while 
our  skirmishers  and  sharp-shooters, 
creeping  up  from  ridge  to  ridge,  and 
firing  from,  the  heads  of  our  trenches, 
picked  off  the  Rebel  artillerists  or 
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drove  them  from  their  grme;  which 
replied  at  first  briskly,  then  more  and 
more  feebly;  until,  by  midnight, 
they  were  utterly  silenced,  and,  an 
hour  later,  the  fort  was  ours ;  Gen. 
Bartram's  brigade  entering  unop- 
posed at  2  A.  M."  Most  of  the  garri- 
son escaped  under  cover  of  darkness ; 
but  652  prisoners  and  80  heavy  guns, 
with  a  large  quantity  of  munitions, 
fell  to  the  victors;  who  forthwith 
turned  the  guns,  seconded  by  those  of 
the  Octorara,  on  the  smaller  forts 
Tracy  and  Huger  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Tensaw;  which  were  speedily 
abandoned  by  the  Rebels,  afker  spik- 
ing their  8  heavy  guns.  And  now  our 
fleet,  enlightened  as  to  the  location 
of  torpedoes  by  some  of  the  captives, 
succeeded  in  picking  up  85  of  them 
unharmed,  and  was  thereby  enabled 
to  run  up  almost  within  shelling  dis- 
tance of  Mobile. 

Blakely  had  already  been  for  four 
days  invested  by  land  ;  but  its  com- 
munication by  water  with  Mobile 
remained  open  until  the  fall  of  the 
forts  below.  Our  gunboats  now 
moved  up  to  invest  it  on  this  side  ; 
while  Gen.  Steele,  in  immediate  com- 
mand before  it,  formed  his  columns 
for  a  prompt,  determined  assault; 
which  he  appointed  for  5  p.  m.,  and 
which  was  actually  delivered  at  6^. 

The  position  was  a  very  strong 
one,  heavily  'fortified  with  abatis, 
palisades,  chevaux  de  frise,  and  a 
deep,  wide  ditch  at  the  base  of  the 
fort.^  Its  front  extended  nearly 
three  miles — ^its  right  was  near 
Bayou  Minetta,  its  left  on  Blakely 
river ;  and  it  was  garrisoned  by  3,000 
men,  under  Gens.  Thomas  and  Cock- 
rill.  Its  abundant  cannon  swept 
every  practicable  approach. 


The  struggle  opened  on  our  left ; 
where  Gen.  Gttrrard,  tmder  a  fire  of 
the  17th  Ohio  battery,  sent  forward 
one-third  of  his  strong  division  to 
within  50  yards  of  the  main  works, 
defying  a  hail-storm  of  shell  and 
shrapnel,  to  discover  and  indicate  the 
safest  ground  over  which  to  move  up 
in  force,  preparatory  to  the  decisive 
charge.  Finding  that  there  was  no 
choice  of  ground — all  being  alike 
impracticable — a  brief  conference 
was  held  by  the  general  officers,  and 
closed  with  the  word  ^  Forward  I' 

The  whole  division  at  once  sprang 
forward  with  a  shout ;  to  which  the 
Eebels  responded  with  all  their  guns. 
For  nearly  an  hour,  our  men  strug- 
gled with  obstructions  that  seemed 
insurmountable,  under  a  fire  of  shell 
and  canister  that  threatened  their 
annihilation ;  sometimes  recoiling  for 
a  moment,  when  the  voice  of  their 
commanders  would  cheer  and  en; 
courage  them  to  rally ;  and  thus  at 
length  the  abatis  and  other  obstruc- 
tions were  struggled  through,  and 
the  Unionists  leaped  into  the  ditch 
and  scrambled  up  the  face  of  the  de- 
fenses; while  Knnekin's  and  Gil- 
bert's Ijrigades,  turning  the  fort  by 
our  right,  gained  its  entrance  and 
arrested  there  the  flight  of  Gen.  Tho- 
mas and  1,000  of  his  men,  who  were 
made  prisoners. 

The  conflict  along  the  center, 
where  the  assault  was  delivered  by 
Dennis's  brigade  of  Veatch's  division 
and  Spiceley's  and  Moore's  brigades 
of  Andrews's,  was  far  less  sanguina- 
ry ;  yet  Andrews's  men,  when  but 
40  yards  from  the  fort,  were  plowed 
with  grape  from  8  guns ;  while  our 
skirmishers,  on  reaching  the  brink 
of  the  ditch,  were  scattered  by  the 
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explosion  under  their  feet  of  a  dozen 
torpedoes ;  yet,  nnder  a  furious  fire 
of  grape  and  canister,  the  assault 
was  steadily  persisted  in  till  the  yic- 
tory  was  complete. 

On  our  right,  the  Blacks,  led  by 
Oen.  Hawkins,  were  pitted  against 
Ifjssissippians,  who  specially  detest- 
ed them,  but  "^o  found  them  foemen 
worthy  of  their  steeL  *  Remember 
Fort  Pillow!  'passed  from  rank  to  rank 
as,  with  set  teeth  and  tightly  grasped 
weapons,  they  went  over  tiie  Bebel 
breastworks,  hurling  back  all  before 
than.  By  7  p.  m.,  Blakely  was  fully 
ours,  with  8,000  prisoners,  33  guns, 
4,000  small  arms,  16  flags,  and  large 
quantities  of  ammunition.  It  had 
cost  us  fully  1,000  killed  and  wound- 
ed ;  while  500  Bebels  lay  stretched 
beside  thenu 

Mobile  was  lost  and  won.  It  could 
no  longer  be  held ;  so  its  evacuation 
pommenced  on  the  lOth,  and  was 
completed  on  the  11th.  Gten.  Maury 
fled  up  the  Alabama,  with  9,000 
men,  leaving  4,000  prisoners  in  our 
hands ;  while  1,000  more  were  found 
in  the  city,  when,  at  2  p.  m.  of  the 
12th,  the  flag  of  the  Union — already 


floating  over  every  fort  and  battery 
that  looked  on  the  bay — ^was  exult- 
ingly  raised  over  the  last  important 
Confederate  seaport  Its  reductioQ 
had  cost  us  2,500  men ;  beside  two 
iron-clads,  two  *  tin-clads'  (or  slightly 
shielded  gunboats),  and  one  transport 
— ^all  sunk  by  torpedoes.  The  gung 
captured  in  the  city  and  its  defenses 
numbered  160.  THie  powerful  rams 
Huntsville  and  Tuscaloosa  were  sunk 
by  Maury  before  the  evacuation. 


The  Eebel  ram  W.  H.  Webb,  from 
Eed  river,  freighted  with  cotton, 
rosin,  Ac,  came  down  the  Mississippi 
past  New  Orleans"  so  wholly  unex- 
pe&ed  that  she  received  but  two 
shots  in  passing — our  fleet  being  still 
mainly  absent  in  Mobile  bay.  Being 
pursued  by  gunboats  from  above,  she 
was  making  all  speed  toward  the 
Gulf,  till  she  encoxmtered  the  cor- 
vette Richmond,  coming  up  the 
river ;  when  her  conmiander,  seeing 
no  chance  of  escape,  terminated  her 
brief  but  not  particidarly  brilliant  ca- 
reer, by  running  her  ashore  and  blow- 
ing her  up.  Her  crew  escaped  to  the 
swamps,  but  were  mainly  captured. 


X-XXIV. 

FALL   OF   EIOHMOND— END    OF   THE   WAR. 

GRANT— LEE-SHERIDAN 


Gen.  Gbakt's  comprehensive  strat- 
egy, while  it  exacted  offensive  activi- 
ty in  almost  every  other  quarter,  was 
best  subserved  by  quiet  in  Virginia 
throughout  the  eventful  Winter  of 
1864-6.    Instead  of  wishing  to  drive 


the  Rebel  Government  and  Army 
from  the  banks  of  the  James,  he  con- 
stantly apprehended  and  dreaded  a 
movement  by  Lee  which,  abandoning 
Virginia  at  least  for  the  time,  should 
precipitate   the  main  Rebel  army, 
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reenforoed  to  ,the  utmost,  Buddenly, 
unexpectedly,  upon  Sherman,  u&  he 
struggled  through  the  gloomy  forests 
and  treacherous  quicksands  of  east- 
em  Greorgia,  or  the  flooded  swamps 
of  South  Carolina.    Had  Lee's  effect- 
ive force  (by  his  muster-rolls,  64,000 
men — ^but  suppose  the  number  avail- 
able for  such  a  campaign  but  50,000), 
swelled  by  such  reeciforcements  as 
Hardee,  Beauregard,  Wheeler,  and 
Hoke,  might  have  afforded  him,  been 
hurled  upou  Sherman,  as  he  confi- 
dently approached  Sava^nah,  Colum- 
bia, or  Fayetteville,  it  is  indeed  pos- 
sible that  the  blow — so  closely  re- 
sembling that  dealt  to  Comwalhs  at 
Yorktown  by  Washington  and  Koch- 
ambeau — ^might  have  been  effectively 
countered  (as  theirs  was  not)  by  the 
hurried  movement  southward  by  wa- 
ter of  corps  after  corps  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac ;  yet  the  necessity  of 
stopping  Sherman's  career  was  so  in- 
dubitably manifest  and  vital  that  it 
seems  strange  that  every  thing  was 
not  staked  on  a  throw  where  success 
would  have  kindled  new  hope  in  so 
many  sinking  hearts,  while  defeat 
could  only  have  been  what  inaction 
was — ruin.     But  any  suggestion  of 
the  abandonment  of  the  Confederate 
capital  was  met  with  such  a  deafen- 
ing clamor  by  the  Bichmond  journals 
— by  which  it  was  pronounced  sy  nony- 
mouB  with  surrender  at  discretion — 
that  Davis  and  Lee  must  have  been 
strong  men  indeed  to  have  chosen  to 
defy  it.     It  does  not  appear,  how- 
ever, that  they  ever  seriously  inclined 
to  an  expedient  which,  even  if  des- 
perate, was  neither  so  hopeless  nor 
so  mortifying  aa  that  to  which  they 
were  actually  driven  in  their  grudg- 
ing, eleventh-hour  attempt  to  recruit 
their  wasted  ranks  by  freeing  and 


arming  such  slaves 
deemed  fit  for  milita: 
they  met  Lincoln's  fii 
of  Freedom  to  such 
were  not  then  within 
by  an  xmqualified  lit 
slave  in  the  South  ai 
homestead  to  each  of 
shoulder  his  musket : 
the  independence  of 
it  is  by  no  means  ur 
daring  would  have  be 
success;  since  the  { 
adherents  had,  by  tl 
thoroughly  aroused 
have  welcomed  any  i 
ised  them  a  triumph 
'Yankees';  while  1 
have  realized  that  E 
mediate  and  absolute 
those  who  had  powe 
cree  but  to  enforce,  ^ 
the  limited,  continge 
stantial,  freedom  p 
Federal  Executive, 
tuperation  of  Preside 
as  unwarranted,  out 
signed  to  whet  the 
for  the  throats  of  1 
sisters  of  the  heroes 
back  his  armies  fro 
the  James  and  the  ^ 
have  sweetened  its 
Bouthem  Whites,  v 
pecially  obnoxious  1 
ted  Blacks.  But, 
fiercely  reprobated 
essentially  a  wrong 
terly  unjustified  by 
exigency  of  war,  an 
enlistraent  on  our 
soldiers  as  at  once  a 
and  a  confession  of 
having  mercilessly  i 
gestion  that  n^o  e 
be  transformed  into 


Digitize^V 


Google 


T26 


THB    AMBRICAN    CONFLICT. 


the  Eebel  attempt  to  replenish  with 
Blacks  the  thinned  ranks  of  their 
armies — hitherto  largely  swelled  by 
appeals  to  the  intense  prejudice  of  the 
lowest  Whites  against '  Nigger  Equal- 
ity' — ^was  a  most  palpable  and  dama- 
ging confession  that  the  knell  of  the 
Confederacy  had  sounded. 


A  single  expedition,  under  War- 
ren, was  sent  out*  from  Meade's  left 
to  destroy  the  Weldon  railroad  far- 
ther southward,  and  thus  prevent  its 
use  by  the  enemy  in  transporting 
supplies  from  North  Carolina  nearly 
up  to  our  lines;  whence  they  were 
wagoned  around  our  left  to  Lee's 
camps.  This  expedition,  consisting 
of  Warren's  (5  th)  corps,  Mott's  divis- 
ion of  the  2d,  and  Gregg's  mounted 
division,  moved  down  the  railroad  so 
far  as  the  Meherrin ;  across  which  to 
Hicksford  the  few  Eebels  encoun- 
tered were  driven,  while  the  road  was 
effectually  destroyed  down  to  that 
point — some  20  miles.  Hicksford 
had  been  fortified,  and  was  strongly 
held  by  the  enemy ;  while  our  troops, 
having  started  with  but  four  days' 
rations,  were  constrained  to  hasten 
their  return.  No  considerable  loss 
was  suffered,  nor  (otherwise  than  in 
destroying  the  railroad)  inflicted. 

The  withdrawal  of  most  of  our 
naval  force  from  the  James,  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  operations  against  Wil- 
mington, tempted  the  authorities  in 
Richmond  again  to  try  their  luck 
upon  the  water.  Their  three  iron- 
clads— ^the  Virginia,  Fredericksburg, 
and  Richmond — ^with  five  wooden 
steamers,  and  three  torpedo-boats, 
dropped  *  silently  down  from  the  city 
under  cover  of  darkness,  passing  Fort 
Brady  at  midnight,  responding  to  its 


fire,  and  dismounting  a  lOO-pounder 
in  its  battery;  then  passing  out  of 
its  range,  and  breaking  the  chain  in 
front  of  the  obstructions  placed  in 
the  channel  by  Gen.  Butler  at  the 
lower  end  of  Dutch  gap,  so  that  the 
Fredericksburg  passed  through ;  while 
the  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  Drew- 
ry,  attempting  to  follow,  grounded : 
the  last-named,  being  immovable, 
was  abandoned  by  her  crew  at  day- 
light, and  soon  blown  up  by  a  shell 
from  one  of  our  batteries ;  while  the 
Virginia  received  a  300-pound  bolt 
from  a  monitor  which  killed  5  of  her 
crew.  Firing  was  continued  on  both 
sides  throughout  the  day;  and  at 
night  the  Rebel  fleet — all  but  the 
Drewry — drew  back  to  Richmond. 

The  next  effort  on  our  side  was 
made — ^probably  with  intent  mainly 
to  develop  the  strength  with  which 
the  Rebel  lines  confronting  ours  were 
still  held — on  the  old  beaten  and 
bloody  track ;  the  5th  and  2d  corps, 
with  Greg's  cavalry,  pushing  out* 
from  our  left  to  Reams's  station,  and 
thence  to  Dinwiddle  C.  H. :  the  5th 
corps  being  directed  to  turn  the 
Rebel  right,  while  the  2d  assailed  it 
in  front.  The  two  corps  having 
taken  position  on  the  Rebel  flank — 
Smythe's  division  and  McAllister's 
brigade  of  Mott's  having  gallantly 
repulsed  the  enemy's  attempt  to  turn 
the  right  of  the  former — Greg's 
cavalry  were  drawn  back  from  Din- 
widdle C.  H.  to  Warren's  left,  which, 
under  Crawford,  was  now*  thrown 
forward  to  Dabney's  mill,  whence  he 
drove  a  Rebel  force  under  Gen.  Pe- 
gram,  who  was  killed.  By  this  time, 
the  enemy  had  sent  a  strong  force 
around  our  left,  to  strike  it  in  flank 
and  rear,  aft«r  the  Stonewall  Jack- 
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son  fashion.  Gregg's  cavalry  was 
first  assaUed  by  this  force,  and  push- 
ed back  to  Hatcher's  run ;  Ayres's 
division,  which  was  hurrying  up  to 
the  support  of  Crawford,  was  next 
stricken  in  flank  while  marching,  and 
pushed  back ;  when  the  blow  fell  on 
Crawford,  who  was  likewise  driven, 
"with  heavy  loss.  Following  up  their 
success  quite  too  eagerly,  the  Con- 
federates now  attacked  Humphreys's 
(2d)  corps,  which  had  had  time  to  in- 
trench, and  which  promptly  sent  them 
to  the  right  about.  The  loss  in  this 
affair  on  our  side  was  nearly  2,000 ; 
that  of  the  Rebels  was  about  1,000. 
The  ground  taken  by  the  2d  corps 
-was  held,  and  our  left  thus  perma- 
nently extended  to  Hatcher's  run. 

The  Rebels  in  Northern  Virginia 
evinced  the  greater  activity  during 
the  Winter.  Aside  from  sundry  in- 
considerable but  annoying  dashes 
through  our  lines  at  several  points, 
l)y  the  alert,  ubiquitous  guerrilla, 
Itfoseby,  Gen.  Rosser,  with  a  mount- 
ed force,  slipped  across  the  main 
range  of  the  AUeghanies  into  West 
"Virginia;  surprising  Beverly,  Ran- 
dolph county ;  which  was  held  by  a 
garrison  of  700,  who  were  caught  * 
sound  asleep,  with  pickets  only  300 
yards  from  their  camp;  400  of  them 
made  prisoners,  the  residue  dispersed, 
and  much  spoil  secured  in  the  shape 
of  horses,  commissary's  and  quarter- 
master's stores.  All  that  could  be 
carried  off  in  their  haste  was  taken ; 
the  residue  destroyed. 

Lt.  McNiel,  with  a  squad  of  Rebel 
cavalry,  dashed  into  Cumberland, 
Md.,  about  3  a.h.  ;*  seizing  Maj.- 
Gens.  Kelley  and  Crook  in  their  beds, 
mounting  them  on  horses,  and  hurry- 


ing them  off  to  "Richmond.  The  loss 
was  small ;  bixi  the  impunity  with 
which  it  was  inflicted  argued  extreme 
looseness  and  inefficiency  in  the  pick- 
eting and  guarding  of  our  lines.  Of 
course,  such  an  enterprise  was  not 
attempted  without  preconcert  with 
traitors  on  our  side. 

Gen.  Sheridan,  still  in  command 
in  the  Valley,  was  instructed  by  Gen. 
Grant  to  open  the  campaign  of  1865 
in  Virginia  by  a  magnificent  and 
daring  cavalry  raid  aimed  at  Lynch- 
burg and  the  Rebel  communications 
generally,  but  with  liberty  to  Sheri- 
dan to  move  southward  until  he  re- 
enforced  Sherman — still  deficient  in 
cavalry — ^if  that  should  seem  advi- 
sable. Sheridan  left^  Winchester 
with  10,000  men — all  mounted — and 
moved  so  rapidly  as  to  save  the 
bridge  at  Mount  Crawford  across  the 
middle  fork  of  the  Shenandoah ;  pass- 
ing through  Staunton,'  and  hurling 
himself  on  Early,  who  had  made 
a  stand  in  his  intrenchments  at 
Waynesboro',  at  the  head  of  some 
2,500  men ;  who  were  almost  in- 
stantly routed,  with  a  loss  of  1,600 
prisoners,  11  guns,  17  flags,  and  200 
loaded  wagons.  In  fact,  there  was 
little  left  of  Early's  force  but  Early 
himself.  The  prisoners  were  sent  to 
Winchester,  guarded  by  1,500  men  ; 
while  Sheridan,  destroying  the  rail- 
roads, proceeded  to  Charlottesville  ;• 
which  succumbed  without  a  blow: 
and  here  he  spent  two  days  destroy- 
ing Rebel  d6p6ts,  manufactories, 
bridges,  ifec.  By  this  time,  Lynch- 
burg had  taken  the  alarm,  and  was 
too  strong  for  his  depleted  force :  so, 
dividing  it,  he  struck  for  the  James : 
one  of  his  two  columns  destroying 
the  canal  from  Scottsville  to  New- 
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market,  while  the  other  tore  up  the 
Lynchburg  railroad  so  far  west  as 
.Ajnherst  C.  H.;  thence  crossing  the 
country  to  Newmarket  and  uniting 
with  the  former. 

Attempts  to  surprise  and  seize 
bridges  over  the  James  at  Duguids- 
ville,  Hardwicksville,  &c.,  so  as  to 
cross  and  come  in  on  Grant's  left, 
were  all  baffled  by  the  vigilance  of 
the  enemy;  while  heavy  rains  had 
so  swollen  that  river  that  Sherman's 
pontoons  would  not  reach  across  it : 
so  he  was  compelled  to  choose  be- 
tween returning  to  Winchester  and 
pkssing  behind  Lee's  army  to  White 
House  and  thence  to  Grant's  right. 
He  wisely  chose  the  latter;  follow- 
ing and  destroying  the  canal  to  Co- 
lumbia," where  he  rested  a  day,  send- 
ing scouts  with  advices  to  Grant ; 
thence  moving  easterly,  destroying 
bridges  and  railroads,  across  the  An- 
nas to  the  Pamunkey,  and  down  the 
right  bank  of  that  stream  to  White 
House;"  where  four  days  were  given 
to  most  needed  rest  and  recupera- 
tion ;  when  he  moved  down  to  the 
James,  crossed  it  at  Jones's  landing, 
and  reported  to  Grant  in  fix)nt  of 
Petersburg  on  the  27th — just  in  time. 

Gen.  Lee — ^foreseeing  clearly  the 
speedy  downfieJl  of  the  Confederate 
cause  unless  averted  by  a  prompt 
concentration  of  its  remaining  forces 
and  a  telling  blow  delivered  thereby 
on  some  one  of  our  encircling  armies, 
which  were  now  palpably  crushing 
out  the  life  of  the  EebeUion — ^resolved 
to  anticipate  Grant's  initiative  by  an 
attack  on  his  lines  before  Petersburg 
and  Bichmond.  This  attack  was 
made  on  Fort  Steedman,  nearly  east 
of  Petersburg,  where  its  success 
would  have  cut  our  army  in  two, 


and  probably  compelled  a  hasty  con- 
centration to  recover  our  lines  and 
works;  thereby  opening  a  door  for 
the  unassailed  withdrawal  of  the 
Kebel  army  southward  by  the  most 
direct  route,  to  unite  with  that  of 
Johnston  and  thus  overpower  Sher- 
man. It  was  delivered  by  Gordon 
with  two  divisions :  all  that  was  dis- 
posable of  the  Eebel  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia being  collected  just  bdiind  the 
assaulting  column  and  held  in  hand 
as  a  support 

Gordon  charged  at  daybreak;*'  hid 
men  rushing  instantly  across  the  na^ 
row  space  that  here  separated  ibe 
confronting  lines,  and  pouring  into 
Fort  Steedman,  which  was  held  by 
the  14th  N.  Y.  artillery,  who  were 
completely  surprised  and  overwhelm- 
ed; part  of  them  fleeing  for  their 
lives,  while  the  residue  were  made 
prisoners.  The  guns  were  deserted 
without  a  struggle,  and  immediately 
turned  by  their  captors  on  the  adja- 
cent works,  whereof  three  batteries 
were  abandoned  by  the  Union  troops 
and  seized  by  the  enemy. 

Here  their  triumph  ended.  Their 
assault  on  Fort  Haskell,  next  to  Fort 
Steedman  on  the  left,  was  but  feebly 
made  and  easily  repulsed ;  they  failed 
to  press  forward  and  seize  the  crest 
of  the  ridge  behind  the  forts,  thus 
cutting  our  army  in  two ;  the  20,000 
men  whom  Lee  had  massed  in  their 
rear  to  support  the  assault  either 
were  not  promptly  ordered  forward 
or  failed  to  respond:  so  that  their 
initial  success  had  only  isolated  them, 
a  comparative  handftil  in  the  midst 
of  an  army  of  foes.*  In  short,  it  was 
the  Mine  explosion  repeated  with  the 
parts  reversed.  For,  when  our  sol- 
diers had  recovered  from  their  astom* 
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ishment,  and  the  9th  corps  was  ral- 
lied to  drive  the  foe  out — Hartranft's 
division  making  the  connter-assanlt 
— the  Rebels  were  too  few  to  hold 
their  perilous  position;  while  the 
ground  over  which  they  had  reached 
it  was  so  swept  by  our  guns  from 
either  side,  that  2,000  preferred  to 
surrender  rather  than  follow  their 
fleeing  comrades  through  that  terri- 
ble fire.  Aside  from  this,  the  loss  of 
either  army  was  some  2,500, 

Nor  was  this  the  extent  of  the 
enemy's  mishap.  Gen.  Meade,  con- 
vinced that  their  lines  generally  must 
have  been  depleted  to  strengthen  this 
assault,  ordered  an  advance  along  the 
front  of  the  6th  and  2d  corps,  hold- 
ing our  works  before  Petersburg  to 
the  left  of  Fort  Steedman ;  and  this 
was  made  with  such  spirit  that  the 
thinned  line  of  the  enemy  recoiled  be- 
fore it,  and  their  strongly  intrenched 
picket-line  was  wrested  from  them 
and  permanently  held  by  their  an- 
tagonists. Thus,  instead  of  shaking 
himself  free  from  Grant's  gripe,  Lee 
had  only  tightened  it  by  this  bold 
stroke ;  rendering  his  withdrawal  to 
North  Carolina  even  more  difficult 
and  hazardous  than  before. 

Grant  had  already"  prepared,  if 
not  issued,  his  order  for  a  general,  de- 
termined advance  by  his  left  on  the 
29th.  To  tlie  obvious  reasons  which 
had  formerly  impelled  a  movement 
to  flank  the  enemy's  right  was  now 
added  the  necessity  of  intercepting 
and  precluding  Lee's  withdrawal  to 
North  Carolina.  Hence,  the  strategy 
of  a  nearly  simultaneous  attack  on 
both  flanks  of  the  Rebel  position  was 
now  abandoned:  three  divisions  of 
the  Army  of  the  James,  now  com- 
manded by  Ord,  being  withdrawn  " 


from  the  banks  of  the  James,  where 
it  had  so  long  menaced  Bichmond, 
and  brought  over  to  the  left  of  our 
lines  facing  Petersburg;  when  the 
5th  (Warren's)  and  2d  (Humphreys's) 
corps  moved  quietly  out'*  south- 
westward  till  they  had  crossed  Hatch- 
er's run;  when,  facing  northward, 
they  advanced,  feeling  for  the  ene- 
my's right.  Sheridan  was  on  our  ex- 
treme left,  at  the  head  of  nearly 
10,000  cavalry,  acting  under  orders 
directly  from  Gen.  Grant  The  9th 
(Parke's)  and  one  of  Ord's  divisions 
were  left  to  hold  our  extended  lines 
under  the  command  of  G^n.  Parke : 
all  dismounted  troopers  being  order- 
ed to  report  to  Gen.  Benham,  who 
guarded  our  immense  accumulation 
of  supplies  at  City  Point 

Humphreys  crossed  Hatcher's  run 
at  the  Vaughan  road ;  while  Warren, 
moving  farther  to  the  left,  crossed 
four  miles  below,  where  the  stream, 
since  its  junction  with  Gravelly  run, 
has  become  Eowanty  creek ;  tiience 
moving  up  by  the  Quaker  road  to 
strike  the  Boydton  plank-road.  Sheri- 
dan moved  nearly  south  to  Dinwid- 
dle C.  H.;  where,  at  5  p.  m.,  he  halted 
for  the  night 

Warren's  corps  alone  encountered 
any  serious  resistance  this  day.  Ap- 
proaching the  Confederate  lines, 
Griffin's  division,  leading,  was  sharp- 
ly assailed ;  but  held  its  ground  and 
repulsed  the  enemy,  taking  100  pris- 
oners. Our  loss  here  was  370  killed 
and  wounded.  Warren  rested  for 
the  night  in  front  of  the  Rebel  in- 
trenchments  covering  the  White  Oak 
road.  Humphreys — moving  in  an 
extended  line,  over  a  densely  wooded 
and  difficult  country,  repelling  skir- 
mishers only — had  not  struck  the 
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enemy's  intrenched  line  wlien  night 
arrested  his  advance. 

Bain  fell  heavily  all  that  night  and 
next  day:  our  infantry  doing  little 
beyond  perfecting  their  formation 
and  their  connections ;  while  Sheri- 
dan, pressing  back  the  enemy,  with- 
out much  fighting,  behind  his  in- 
trenchments,  pushed  forward  part  of 
his  cavalry  on  their  right  flank  to 
Fives  Forks,  where  they  found  the 
enemy  too  strong  to  be  ridden  over 
or  driven  off;  and  returned,  through 
the  rain  and  mud,  to  Dinwiddle 
0.  H.  Grant,  who  was  on  the  field, 
directing  the  general  movement, 
ordered  Warren  to  support  the  caval- 
ry; placing  him  under  Sheridan's 
command. 

Next  mommg,"  the  rain  had  ceas- 
ed ;  but  the  earth  was  so  soaked  and 
flooded  that  Grant  proposed  in  the 
main  to  stand  still.  But  Lee  had 
other  views.  Alive  to  his  peril,  he 
had  left  his  works  immediately  cover- 
ing Richmond  to  be  held  by  some 
8,000  men,  under  Longstreet,  while 
he  hurried  all  the  rest  of  his  infantry, 
through  rain  and  mire,  to  the  sup- 
port of  his  endangered  right;  Ids 
cavalry,  which  had  been  posted  at 
Stony  creek,  far  on  his  right,  and 
which  Sheridan's  advance  had  iso- 
lated, making  a  long  detour  around 
Dinwiddle  C.  H.  to  regain  its  lost 
communications. 

Warren  had  pushed  forward  skir- 
mishers on  his  left  to  seize  the  White 
Oak  road  beyond  the  Bebel  right, 
and  had  ordered  Ayres  to  advance 
Winthrop's  brigade  through  the 
woods  to  support  the  effort;  when, 
at  lOi  A.  M.,  Lee  dealt  him  an  un- 
expected and  staggering  blow :  strik- 
ing A^es  heavily  in  flank  and  rear ; 


hurling  his  division  back  in  disorder 
on  Crawford's,  which  likewise  broke ; 
so  that  there  was,  for  a  moment,  a 
prospect  of  another  Chancellorsville. 
But  behind  these  two  stood  GriflSn's 
division,  well  posted  in  more  open 
ground,  whence  it  refused  to  be 
driven ;  stopping  the  Eebel  advance, 
while  the  routed  divisions  rallied 
behind  it,  enabling  Warren  to  as- 
sume the  offensive;  Humphreys  sup- 
porting his  counter-charge  by  send- 
ing in  Miles's  division  on  Warren's 
right  to  strike  the  enemy's  left  flank. 
Before  these  well-timed  charges,  the 
enemy  recoiled;  taking  refuge  be- 
hind his  intrenchments  along  the 
White  Oak  road ;  having  lost  heavily 
by  his  assault,  mainly  in  prisoners. 
Still,  his  position  was  so  strong  that 
repeated  and  vigorous  attempts  by 
Miles,  Mott,  and  Hays,  under  Hum- 
phreys's orders,  to  penetrate  it  at 
different  points,  were  repelled — the 
abatis  which  covered  its  front  being 
even  more  formidable  than  the  Be- 
bels  behind  it. 

Sheridan,  meantime,  had  renewed 
his  once  foiled  effort  to  turn  the 
Bebel  right  by  a  resolute  advance 
from  Dinwiddle  C.  H.  to  Five  Forks; 
and,  while  Lee's  infantry  was  in  con- 
flict with  Warren,  he  had  advanced 
to  and  carried  the  coveted  position. 
But  now — the  attack  on  Warren  hav- 
ing failed — Lee  impelled  Pickett's 
and  Bushrod  Johnson's  divisions  of  in- 
fantry westward  along  the  White  Oak 
road  to  Five  Forks,  where  they  fell 
upon  Devin's  division  and  Davies's 
brigade  of  cavalry  there  posted,  drove 
them  out  in  disorder,  and  followed 
them  nearly  to  Dinwiddle  C.  H. ;  at 
length  interposing  between  Devin 
and  Sheridan's  main  line,  and  com- 
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pelling  Devin  to  make  a  long  detour 
by  the  Boydton  plank-road  to  rejoin 
bis  chief.  The  Bebel%  mistaking 
thia  for  a  farther  retreat,  attempted 
pursuit;  thereby  presenting  their 
flank  and  rear  to  Sheridan,  who 
charged  with  the  brigades  of  Gr^g 
andGibbs;  compelling  the  enemy  to 
let  go  of  Devin,  and  permit  him  to 
rejoin  his  chief  without  farther 
trouble.  And,  though  they  now  as- 
sailed the  latter  in  superior  force, 
fully  resolved  to  drive  him,  they  were 
unable  to  make  any  headway.  Sherir 
dan  dismounted  his  troopers,  posted 
them  behind  a  alight  breastwork, 
and  received  his  assailants  with  so 
deadly  a  fire  that  they  recoiled ;  and 
darkness  fell  before  they  were  ready 
to  try  again.  When  morning  came, 
they  had  been  withdrawn  by  Lee; 
who  doubtless  saw  that  Pickett  was 
exposed  to  be  struck  in  flank  by  War- 
ren, while  assaQed  in  front  by  Sheri- 
dan, and  thus  disastrously  routed. 

Meantime,  there  was  very  natural 
alarm  and  anxiety  at  headquarters, 
where  it  was  only  known  that  Sheri- 
dan had  been  driven  back  from  Five 
Forks  to  Dinwiddie,  and  there  at- 
tacked by  the  enemy  in  force,  with 
every  prospect  of  routing  him.  War- 
ren received  order  after  order  to 
hasten  to  Sheridan's  rescue,  and  had 
sent  Ayres's  division  through  the 
mire  and  darkness ;  but  Ayres,  mov- 
ing on  the  Boydton  plank-road,  had 
been  stopped  at  Gravelly  run,  where 
the  bridge  was  gone ;  and  it  was  2 
▲.  H.  before  he  had  rebuilt  and  got 
across  it;  hurrying  on  to  Dinwiddie; 
where  he  arrived  at  daybreak; "  just 
as  the  la£t  of  the  Kebels — ^a  picket 
of  cavalry — were  hurrying  off  to  join 
their  departed  comrades. 


Sheridan,  who  had  ascertained  by 
midnight  that  the  enemy  were  leav- 
ing, had  been  perfectly  at  ease  while 
all  beside  his  command  had  passed  a 
night  of  apprehension  on  his  account ; 
so  at  daybreak  he  advanced,  support- 
ed by  Ayres,  on  the  track  of  his  late 
assailants;  being,  at  7  a. m.,  joined 
midway  by  Warren  with  his  two 
other  divisions. 

Advancing  steadily  and  bddly, 
Sheridan  had,  with  his  cavalry  dcme, 
by  9  p.  H.,  pressed  back  the  Bebek 
into  their  works  at  Five  Forks,  leav- 
ing Warren's  corps  entirely  disposa- 
ble :  and  now,  while  directing  Oen. 
M^Titt,  with  his  division  of  cavahy, 
to  threaten  to  turn  the  Bebel  right, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  w»e 
sharply  pressed  in  front,  Sheridan 
ordered  Warren — thitherto  passive  in 
his  rear — to  advance  the  5th  corps 
on  our  right  to  the  White  Oak  road, 
so  as  to  be  fully  an  the  enemy's  left 
flank,  and  then,  by  a  left-wheel 
movement,  fall  upon  that  flank  in 
full  force,  striking  the  enemy  well 
toward  the  rear,  and  rolling  his  force 
up  on  itself^  in  utter  rout  and  confa- 
sion.  Meanwhile,  McKenzie,  with 
the  inconsiderable  cavalry  of  tbe 
Army  of  the  James,  just  arrived,  was 
to  cover  Warren's  right  flank  a^unst 
attack  from  the  direction  of  Peters- 
burg. This  order  was  promptly  and 
thoroughly  obeyed ;  McKenrie  vigor- 
ously attacking  and  driving  the  only 
Bebel  force  discoverable  in  that  quar- 
ter. This  done,  he  promptly  counter- 
marched, and  was  back  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Five  Folks,  ready  to  partici- 
pate in  the  combined  attack,  before 
Warren  was  prepared  to  charge. 

Sheridan  was  profinmdly  disaatis- 
fled  with  the  slowness  oT  Warren's 
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movements^  and  soBpected  him  of  not 
wiBhing  to  make  a  decisive  charge 
that  day.  It  was  now  4  p.  m. — dark- 
ness, in  that  wooded  region,  would 
qtdckly  follow  simset — ^when  all  of- 
fensive operations,  over  gronnd  to 
which  our  men  were  strangers,  must 
utterly  oease.  As  yet,  many  more 
of  onr  men  than  of  the  enemy  had 
fallen  this  day;  and  the  morrow 
would  doubtless  show  the  Bebels 
either  strongly  reenforced  or  missing. 
Sheridan — a  raging  lion  on  the  bat- 
tle-field— sought  to  hurry  Warren's 
movements,  using  some  language 
more  energetic  than  courteous ;  and 
at  length— the  whole  corps  having 
reached  the  position  assigfied  it  and 
faced  westward — ^the  charge  was 
made;  McKenzie's  horsemen  having 
been  thrown  out  on  Warren's  right,  so 
as  completely  to  outflank  the  Bebels 
and  bar  their  retreat  northward. 

Ayres's  division  advanced  nearest 
to  the  White  Oak  road  and  the  Bebel 
defenses,  with  Crawford's  on  its  right, 
or  farther  north;  Griffin's  being  in 
reserve  behind  it.  But  Crawford's 
left,  advancing  across  open  ground 
under  fire  of  the  enemy — ^whose  left 
liad  been  refused  and  formed  at  right 
angles  with  its  main  line  to  meet  this 
attack — swerved  to  the  right  to  gain 
the  shelter  of  the  woods,  opening  a 
gap  between  it  and  Ayres's  right,  on 
which  the  lElebels  now  directed  their 
fire,  causing  it  to  waver  and  crum- 
ble; a  portion  of  it  going  to  the 
right-about  in  haste  and  disorder. 

Sheridan  was  watching  this  turn- 
ing movement  and  charge  in  no 
amiable  temper,  and  now  saw  its  suc- 
cess imperiled  by  what  he  considered 


Warren's  indifference  or  inefficiency ; 
for  he  believed  this  chasm  in  our 
charging  lines  could  never  have  been 
opened  if  our  troops  had  been  han- 
dled with  energy  and  resolution.  He 
therefore  deprived'*  Warren  of  his 
command,  giving  it  to  Griffin,  whose 
£vision  he  ordered  thrown  forward 
to  fill  the  gap  in  our  Une,  which  was 
now  impelled  forward  with  irresistible 
momentum ;  while  Merritt,  with  the 
cavalry,  charged  the  enemy's  front 

The  Confederates,  facing  their  foes 
in  each  direction,  stood  bravely  to 
their  arms;  but  they  were  two  divir 
sions— Pickett^s  and  Bushrod  John- 
son's— against  at  least  double  their 
number,  and  their  case  was  manifestly 
hopeless.  In  a  fewminutes,  Ayres's  di- 
vision burst  over  their  flank  intrench- 
ments,  taking  1,000  prisoners ;  while 
Griffin  struck  l^eir  refused  flank  in 
the  rear,  capturing  1,500  more ;  and 
Crawford — ^resisted  only  by  skiimish- 
ers — pressed  forward  rapidly  to  the 
Ford  road,  running  nortixward  from 
their  center,  precluding  their  retreat 
toward  Lee ;  and  then,  turning  south- 
ward on  that  road,  came  rapidly 
down  upon  their  rear,  taking  4  guns 
— our  cavalry  all  the  time  sharply 
assailing  their  front  and  right,  and 
at  length  charging  over  their  in- 
trenchments,  as  Ayres  and  Griffin, 
having  turned  their  left  out  of  its 
works,  bore  down  upon  its  renewed 
front,  hurling  all  that  remained  of 
the  enemy  in  disorderly  flight  west- 
ward ;  charged  and  pursued  for  miles 
by  our  cavalry  until  long  after  dark, 
and  until  our  prisoners  exceeded 
5,000 ;  while  our  total  loss  this  day 
was  but  about  1,000.    At  this  cost. 


"  Swinton  says  that  "  After  (he  dose  of  (he  action^ 
Sheridan  Telieved  (Jen.  Warren  from  duty."  Bheri- 
dan*8  official  report  does  not  sustain  this  averment 
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Lee^B  right  wing  had  been  substan- 
tially demolished.  Among  our  killed 
was  Brig.-Gen.Fred'k  Winthrop(CoL 
9th  N.  York),  cousin  to  Maj.  llieo. 
Winthrop,  killed  at  Big  BotheL 

Sheridan  now  directed  GrifBn  to 
move  eastward  with  two  divisions 
of  his  infantry  to  Gravelly  church, 
some  miles  toward  Petersburg,  thus 
reopening  his  communications  with 
the  rest  of  our  army,  while  Grifl^'s 
own  division  (now  Bartlett's)  support- 
ed McKenzie's  cavalry,  which  had 
pushed  north wai'd  up  the  Ford  road 
to  Hatcher's  run. 

And  now,  as  darkness  fell,  by 
Grant's  order,  our  guns  in  position 
before  Petersburg  opened  from  right 
to  left,  making  the  night  lurid  with 
a  bombardment  that  proclaimed  the 
signal  victory  just  achieved  on  our 
left,  and  predicted  more  decisive  tri- 
umphs at  hand.  Wright,  Parke,  and 
Ord,  still  holding  our  intrenchments 
facing  Petersburg  and  thence  east- 
ward to  the  Appomattox,  were  or- 
dered to  assault,  and  did  assault,  at 
daybreak  next  morning."  Parke,  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  carried,  with 
his  (9th)  corps,  the  outer  hue  of 
Rebel  works  confronting  him,  cap- 
turing some  guns ;  but  found  an  in- 
ner line  behind  them  which  he  could 
not  force,  and  desisted;  Wright, 
on  his  left,  with  the  6th  corps,  sup- 
ported by  two  divisions  of  Ord's, 
charging  at  dawn,  drove  every  thing 
before  him  up  to  the  Boydton  road ; 
on  which,  wheeling  to  the  left,  to- 
ward Hatcher's  run,  he  swept  down 
the  rear  of  the  Eebel  intrenchments, 
capturing  many  guns  and  several 
thousand  prisoners :  meantime,  Ord's 
other  division  had  forced  the  ene- 
my's lines  at   the   run;    and  now 


Wright  and  Ord  swung  to  the  right, 
pressing  on  Petersburg  from  the 
west;  while  Humphreys,  farther  to 
our  left,  with  Hays's  and  Mott's 
divisions  of  the  2d  corps,  having 
stormed  a  redoubt  in  his  fix>nt,  came 
up  with  two  divisions,  closing  in  on 
their  left.  Thereupon,  the  Eebel  lines 
defending  Petersburg  on  the  south 
were  assaulted  by  Gibbon's  division 
of  Ord's  corps,  which  carried  by 
storm  two  strong  and  important 
works — Forts  Gregg  and  Alexander 
— shortening  bur  besieging  lines,  and 
weakening  the  defenses  of  that  city. 
Fort  Gr^g  was  held  by  Harris's 
Mississippi  brigade,  now  reduced  to 
250;  of  whom  but  30  remained  when 
it  felL  Gibbon's  loss  in  this  assault 
was  about  500. 

Mles's  division  of  the  2d  corps 
had  been  sent  to  reenforce  Sheridan, 
reaching  him  at  daybreak,  and  had 
been  directed  to  follow  the  White 
Oak  road  eastward  toward  Peters- 
burg, and  attack  the  enemy  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Claiborne  road, 
where  they  were  reported  in  force ; 
Sheridan  following  immediately,  with 
Griffin's  and  Crawford's  divisions  of 
the  5th.  Miles  assailed  and  carried 
the  designated  position ;  forcing  the 
enemy  northward  across  Hatcher's 
run,  and  pursuing  them  to  Suther- 
land's depot ;  where  he  was  about  to 
attack  when  G^n.  Humphreys  came 
up  and  reclaimed  Miles's  division: 
when  Sheridan  desisted,  returned  to 
Five  Forks,  and  took  the  Ford  road 
out  to  Hatcher's  run,  where  he  crossed 
the  5th  corps  and  moved  rapidly  to- 
ward Sutherland's  d4p6t,  to  strike  in 
flank  and  rear  the  enemy  who  had  con- 
fronted Miles.  But  Miles,  ere  this, 
under  Humphreys's  order,  had  dis- 
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lodged  and  defeated  his  antagonists, 
taking  2  guns  and  600  prisoners. 

Longstreet,  who  had  hitherto  held 
the  defenses  of  Richmond  north  of 
the  James,  had  joined  Lee  at  Peters- 
burg at  10  A.  H.  this  day,  with 
Benning's  brigade ;  and  A.  P.  Hill, 
on  Lee's  left,  now  ordered  a  charge 
by  Heth  to  regain  some  of  the  works 
carried  by  Parke  in  his  assault.  The 
attack  was  so  vigorous  and  persistent 
that  our  men  holding  City  Point 
were  ordered  up  to  Parke's  support 
Heth  was  repulsed.  Hill  was  shot 
dead  while  reconnoitering  this  day. 
He  was  among  the  ablest  of  Lee's 
lieutenants. 

Petersburg  was  stiU  held  by  the 
Eebel  army;  but  Lee  saw  that  it 
could  not  be  held  much  longer.  His 
heavy  losses — ^by  this  time  exceeding 
10,000  men — and  the  utter  demoli- 
tion of  his  right,  rendered  it  morally 
certain  that  to  hold  on  was  to  insure 
the  capture  or  destruction  of  his 
army;  and  well  he  knew  that  his 
veterans  were  the  last  hope  of  the 
Rebellion.  For  Grant  was  now  at 
liberty  to  throw  forward  his  left  to 
the  Appomattox ;  whOe  it  was  mor- 
ally certain  that  his  cavalry  would 
soon  clutch  the  railroad  junction  at 
BurkesviUe,  which  had  now  become 
the  jugular  vein  of  the  gasping  Con- 
federacy. At  10|  A.  M.,  therefore,  he 
telegraphed  to  Davis  in  Richmond 
a  dispatch,  containing  very  nearly 
these  words : 

^^My  lines  are  broken  in  three  places. 
Kicbmond  mast  be  evacuated  tills  evening/* 

That  message  found  Mr.  Davis, 
at  11  A.  M.,  in  church,  where  it  was 
handed  to  him,  amid  an  awM  hush ; 
and  he  immediately  went  quietly,  so- 
berly out — ^never  to  return  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederacy.    No  word 


was  spoken ;  but  the  whole  assem- 
blage fdt  that  the  missive  he  had  so 
hastily  perused  bore  words  of  doom. 
Though  the  handwriting  was  not 
blazoned  on  the  wall,  it  needed  no 
Daniel  to  declare  its  import. 

But  no  one  can  duly  depict  that 
last  afternoon  and  night  of  Confede- 
rate rule  in  Richmond  but  an  eye- 
witness: so  let  Pollard  narrate  for 
us  the  visible  collapse  and  &11  of  the 
Slave  Power  in  its  chosen  metropolis. 
After  stating  how,  upon  Mr.  Davis's 
withrawal  from  church,  "  the  rumor 
was  caught  up  in  the  streets  that 
Richmond  was  to  be  evacuated,  and 
was  soon  carried  to  the  ends  of  the 
city,^'  he  proceeds : 

"  Men,  women,  and  children,  msbed  from 
the  churches,  passing  from  lip  to  lip  news 
of  the  impending  fall  of  Richmond.  And  yet, 
it  was  difficult  to  believe  it.  To  look  np  to 
the  calm,  beantifid  skj  of  that  Spring  day, 
nnassailed  by  one  single  noise  of  battle,  to 
watch  the  streets,  nnvexed  by  artillery  or 
troops,  stretching  away  into  the  qniet,  hazy 
atmosphere,  and  believe  that  the  capital  of 
the  Confederacy,  so  peacefal,  so  apparentiy 
secure,  was  in  a  i'^w  hours  to  be  the  prey  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  be  wrapped  in  the  infer- 
nal horrors  of  a  conflagration  I 

"  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the 
signs  of  evacuation  became  apparent  to  the 
incredulous.  Wagons  on  the  streets  were 
being  hastily  loaded  at  the  departments 
with  boxes,  trunks,  &c.,  and  driven  to  the 
Danville  d^pAt.  Those  who  had  determined 
to  evacuate  with  the  fugitive  Government 
looked  on  with  amazement ;  then,  convinced 
of  the  fact,  rushed  to  follow  the  Govern- 
ment's example.  Vehicles  suddenly  rose  to 
a  premium  value  that  was  astounding ;  and 
ten,  fifteen,  and  even  a  hundred  dollars,  in 
gold  or  Federal  currency,  was  offered  for  a 
conveyance.  Suddenly,  as  if  by  magic,  the 
streets  became  filled  with  men,  walking  as 
though  for  a  wager,  and  behind  them  excited 
negroes  with  trunks,  bundles,  and  luggage  of 
every  description.  All  over  Uie  city,  it  was 
the  Hune — wagons,  trunks,  bandboxes,  and 
their  owners,  a  mass  of  hurrying  fugitives, 
filling  the  sti'eets.  The  banks  were  all  open, 
and  depositors  were  as  busy  as  bees  remov- 
ing their  specie  deposits ;  and  the  directors 
were  equally  active  in  getting  off  their  bul- 
lion*   Hundreds  of  thousand  of  dollars  of 
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paper  monef  was  destroyed,  both  State  and 
Confederate.  Night  came ;  and  with  it  came 
confdsioa  worse  confounded.  There  was 
no  sleep  for  human  eyes  in  Biofamond  that 
night 

"  The  City  Council  had  met  In  the  even- 
ing, and  resolved  to  destroy  all  the  liquor 
in  the  city,  to  avoid  the  disolrder  consequent 
on  the  temptation  to  drink  at  such  a  time. 
About  the  hour  of  midnight,  the  work  com- 
menced, under  the  direction  of  committees 
of  citizens  in  all  the  wards.  Hundreds  of 
barrels  of  liquor  were  rolled  into  the  street, 
and  the  heads  knocked  in.  The  gutters  ran 
with  a  liquor  freshet,  and  the  fumes  filled 
and  impregnated  the  air.  Fine  cases  of  bot- 
tled liquors  were  tossed  into  the  street  from 
third-story  windows,  and  wrecked  into  a 
thousand  pieces.  As  the  work  progressed, 
some  straggling  soldiers,  retreating  through 
the  city,  managed  to  get  hold  of  a  quantity 
of  the  liquor.  From  that  moment,  law  and 
order  ceased  to  exist  Many  of  the  stores 
were  pillaged ;  and  the  side- walks  were  en- 
cumbered with  broken  glass,  where  the 
thieves  had  smashed  the  windows  in  their 
reckless  haste  to  lay  hands  on  the  plunder 
within.  The  air  was  filled  with  wild  cries 
of  distress,  or  the  yells  of  roving  pillagers. 

*^  But  a  more  terrible  element  was  to  ap- 
pear upon  the  scene.  An  order  had  been 
issued  from  Gen.  £  weirs  headquarters  to 
fire  the  four  principal  tobacco  warehouses 
of  the  city — namely,  the  public  warehouse, 
situated  at  the  head  of  the  basin,  near  the 
Petersburg  railroad  dep6t;  Shockoe  ware- 
house, situated  near  the  center  of  the  city, 
side  by  side  with  the  Gallego  flour-mills; 
Mayo's  warehouse,  and  Dibrell's  warehouse, 
on  Cary-st.,  a  square  below  Libby  prison. 

"Late  in  the  night.  Mayor  Mayo  had  dis- 
patched, by  a  committee  of  citizens,  a  re- 
monstrance against  this  reckless  military 
order,  which  plainly  put  in  jeopardy  the 
whole  business  portion  of  Biehmond.  It 
was  not  heeded.  Nothing  was  left  for  the 
citizens  but  to  submit  to  the  destruction  of 
their  property.  The  warehouses  were  fired. 
The  rams  in  the  James  river  were  blown 
up.  The  Biehmond,  Virginia,  and  another 
one,  were  all  blown  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  The  Patrick  Henry,  a  receiving- 
ship,  was  scuttled.  8nch  shipping,  very  lit- 
tle in  amount,  as  was  lying  at  the  Biehmond 
wharves,  was  also  fired,  save  the  fiag-of- 
truce  steamer  Allison. 

**The  bridges  leading  out  of  the  city — 
namely,  the  Danville  railroad  bridge,  the 
Petersburg  railroad  bridge,  Mayo's  bridge, 
leading  to  Manchester  and  the  opposite  side 
of  the  James,  were  also  fired,  and  were  soon 
wrapped  in  flames. 

"Morning  broke  upon  a  scene  such  as 
those  who  witnessed  it  can  never  forget 


The  roar  of  an  immense  conflagration 
sounded  in  their  ears;  tongues  of  flame 
leaped  ft'om  street  to  street;  and  in  this 
baleful  glare  were  to  be  seen,  as  of  demons, 
the  figures  of  busy  plunderers,  moving, 
pushing,  rioting,  through  the  black  smoke 
and  into  the  open  street,  bearing  away 
every  conceivable  sort  of  plunder. 

"  The  scene  at  the  commissary  d6pbt,  at 
the  head  of  the  dock,  beggared  description. 
Hundreds  of  government  wagons  were  load- 
ed with  bacon,  flour,  and  whisky,  and 
driven  off  in  hot  haste  to  join  the  retreat- 
ing army.  Thronging  about  the  dep6t  were 
hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children, 
black  and  white,  provided  with  capacious 
bags,  baskets,  tubs,  buckets,  tin  pans,  and 
aprons;  cursing,  pushing,  and  crowding; 
awaiting  the  throwing  open  of  the  doors, 
and  the  order  for  each  to  help  himself. 

*^  About  sunrise,  the  doors  were  opened 
to  the  populace;  and  a  rush  that  cJmost 
seemed  to  carry  the  building  off  its  founda- 
tion was  made,  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  pounds  of  bacon,  flour,  ^.,  were  soon 
swept  away  by  a  clamorous  crowd." 

Our  lines  opposite  Eichmond— 
that  is,  north  of  the  James — ^had  been 
held,  since  Ord's  withdrawal  south- 
ward, by  OrexL  Godfrey  Weitzel,  with 
Kautz's  division  of  the  24th,  and 
Ashbome's  and  Thomas's  divisions 
of  the  25th  corps,  under  instructions 
from  Grant  to  make  the  utmost  show 
of  strength  and  purpose  to  assault, 
so  as  to  keep  the  enemy  here  in  force, 
while  the  bulk  of  our  army  should  be 
flftnlnng  and  fighting  him  out  of  Pe- 
tersburg. These  instructions  had 
been  faithftiUy,  efficiently  obeyed; 
though  Ixmgstreet,  confronting  Weit- 
zel, had  at  length  suspected  the  true 
character  of  Grant's  strategy,  and 
had  himself^  with  a  part  of  his  force, 
moved  southward  to  the  help  of  Lee 
at  Petersburg.  Weitzel,  however, 
persisted  in  speaking  daggers,  but 
using  none;  and,  throughout  the 
memorable  Sunday  evening  of  the 
Bebel  H^ira,  though  his  guns  were 
silent,  his  bands  were  vocal  far  into 
the  night,  treating  our  friends  behind 
the  opposite  intrenchments  with  va* 
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l*iations  and  iterations  of  ^  Hail  Co- 
lumbia,' 'Yankee  Doodle/  and  '  The 
Star-Spangled  Banner/  in  titter  dia- 
regard  of  Shakspeare's  dictum  aver- 
ring a  natural  antagonism  between 
Treason  and  Melody.  No  one  on  our 
side  seems  to  have  siGspected  tbat  the 
Kebel  soldiery  were  even  then  steal- 
thily withdrawing  from  tiieir  works 
in  our  front,  preparatory  to  hastening 
after  their  comrades  who  had  already 
filed  hurriedly  and  dolefully  out  of 
the  opposite  portals  of  Kichmond. 

At  length,  our  musicians  having 
played  the  soldiers  to  sleep,  had 
themselves  smik  also  to  rest,  when, 
about  2  A.  M.,**  WeitEel,  still  alert, 
was  startled  by  the  soimd  of  explo- 
sions. They  were  fewer,  nearer,  and 
heavier,  than  the  dull,  continuous 
booming  of  cannon  in  the  south, 
which  had  been  audible  throughout 
the  previous  morning ;  and  they  evi- 
dently claimed  ii^ant  attention.  Lt. 
J.  L.  Depeyster,  of  his  staff,  having 
ascended  tiie  signal  tower,  70  feet 
high,  at  headquarters,  reported,  on 
his  return,  that  he  had  seen  a  great 
I%ht  in  the  direction  of  Bichmond, 
b^  could  not  determine  whether  that 
city  was  or  was  not  on  fire.  Efforts 
were  nowmade to  capture  a  Eebel 
picket ;  and,  about  8  a.  m.,  one  was 
clutched ;  who,  in  response  to  inqui- 
ries, said  he  belonged  to  the  37th  Yir- 
ginia  artillery,  but  could  tell  neither 
where  his  regiment  nor  its  comman- 
der then  was.  Gen.  G,  F,  Shepley, 
Weitxers  chief  of  staff,  at  once  infier- 
red  that  the  Bebels  were  evacuating 
Bicbmond — a  conjecture  which  was 
verified  at  8  J,  by  the  report  of  a  de- 
serts ;  and  at  4,  a  n^ro  drove  into 
our  lines  in  a  buggy,  who  confirmed 
the  statement    Yet  the  Kebel  works 
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in  front  were  so  intricate,  and  the 
ground  was  known  to  be  so  studded 
witl^  torpedoes,  that  it  was  not  till 
after  bi^ad  daylight  that  our  soldiers 
went  forward — Draper's  Black  bri- 
gade in  advance — over  a  road  strewn 
with  all  manner  of  abandoned  mu- 
nitions and  amid  a  perpetual  roar  of 
bursting  shells.  But  the  position  of 
each  of  the  abundant  torpedoes 
planted  by  the  Eebels  was  indicated, 
for  their  own  safety,  by  a  little  red 
fli^,  which,  in  the  hurry  of  their  de- 
parture, they  had  failed  to  remove : 
so  there  were  few,  if  any,  casualties.. 

The  Bebd  defenses  appeared  tia 
have  been,  while  manned,  almost  imb- 
pregnable.  Two  separate  lines  of  ' 
abatis,  three  lines  of  rifle-pits  and 
earth- works — the  first  and  secend 
connected  by  r^ular  lines  of  redans 
— with  a -fort  car  very  strong  earth- 
work on  every  elevation— such  were 
a  part  of  the  impediments  which  had 
so  long  kept  our  soldiers  out  of  ISch- 
mond..  If  one  of  these  lines  hadbeoi 
carried,  it  was  completely  command- 
ed by  that  next  behind4t ;  so  that 
om*  loss  while  holding  it  must  have 
been  ten  to  one;  whfih  to  advance 
and  storm  the  next  barrier  must,  for 
the  moment,  have  involved  still 
greater  prodigality  of  life.  Yet  these 
works  onr  troops  had  lain  down  die 
previoi»  night  expecting  to  assail  at 
daybreak  in  the  morning. 

At  6  A.  M.,  Gen.  Weitzel  and  stafi^ 
having  already  cleared  the  exterior 
defenses,  riding  rapidly  past  our  still 
advancing  column,  entered  the  im- 
mediate suburbs  of  the  burning  city, 
amid  a  constant  roar  of  exploding 
shells  and  falling  walls,  and  were  re- 
ceived with  shoots  of  welcome  and 
exultation  from  thousands  of  (mainly) 
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negro  throats.  The  laat  of  the  Rebel 
Boldiers  had  departed,  or  were  just  go- 
ing. MaJB.  A.  H.  Stevens,  4th  Mass., 
and  E.  Graves,  of  Weitzel's  «ta£f,  had 
already  hoisted  two  cavaby  guidons 
over  the  imposing  Capitol  of  Vir- 
ginia, wherein  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress had,  since  July,  1861,  held  its 
sittings;  but  these,  being  scarcely 
visible  from  beneath,  were  now  sup- 
planted by  a  real  American  flag,  for- 
merly belonging  to  the  12th  Maine, 
which  had  floated  over  the  St.  Charles, 
at  New  Orleans,  when  that  hotel  was 
Gen.  Butler's  headquarters.  Gten. 
Shepley  had  long  since  expressed  a 
hope  that  it  might  yet  wave  over  Rich- 
mond; whereupon,  Lt.  Depeyster 
had  asked  and  obtained  permission  to 
raise  it  there,  should  opportunity  be 
afforded ;  and  now,  having  brought 
it  hither  on  purpose,  it  was  run  up 
on  a  flag-staff  rising  from  the  Capitol, 
and  saluted  with  enthusiastic  huzzas 
from  Uie  excited  thousands  below. 

Jefferson  Davis  had  left  at  10  p.  m. 
^f  Sunday.  Kearly  all  the  Rebel 
officials,  including  their  members  of 
OoDgress,  had  also  taken  their  leave ; 
m  hsd  William  Smith,  Rebel  Gov- 
ernor of  Yirginia,  and  most  of  his 
nBteliites.  There  was  no  shadow  of 
resistaaee  offered  to  our  occupation ; 
and  tb^re  is  no  room  for  doubt  that 
a  large  naajority  of  all  who  remained 
in  Richmond  heartily  welcomed  our 
army  as  deliverers.  Probably  some 
cheered  and  shouted  who  would  have 
done  it  with  more  heart  and  a  better 
grace  if  our  sddi^rs  had  been  brought 
in  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  city  was  of  course  placed  un- 
der military  rule :  Gen.  G,  F.  Shep- 
ley being  appointed  Governor ;  Lt- 
CoL  Manning,  Provost-Marshal.  The 
fire  was  extinguished  so  soon  as  pos- 


sible ;  but  not  till  it  had  burned  out 
the  very  heart  of  Richmond,  indod- 
ing  its  great  warehouses,  the  poet- 
office,  the  treasury,  the  principal 
banks,  newspaper  offices,  &c.  The 
losses  of  private  property  by  the  con- 
flagration must  have  amounted  to 
many  millions  of  dollars,  since  a  fall 
third  of  the  city  was  destroyed.  Libby 
prison.  Castle  Thunder,  and  the  Tred- 
egar Iron-works,  were  unharmed. 

Though  most  of  the  Confederate 
stores  had  been  burned,  the  spoils 
were  considerable.  They  included 
1,000  prisoners,  beside  5,000  sick  and 
wounded  left  in  the  hospitals,  over 
500  gtms,  at  least  5,000  small  arms,  30 
locomotives,  300  cars,  &c,  &e.  Lack 
of  time  or  of  fuel  doubtless  prevented 
the  loading  of  these  cars  with  muni- 
tions and  provisions,  and  taking  them 
along  with  the  frigitive  host. 

Before  noon  of  that  day,  the  news 
of  Richmond's  fall  had  been  flashed 
across  the  loyal  States,  and  it  was 
soon  confirmed  by  telegrams  fix>m 
President  Lincoln,  then  at  City  Point, 
and  firom  the  Secretary  of  War  at 
Washington.  At  once,  all  public  offi- 
ces were  closed,  all  business  suspend- 
ed by  that  great  majority  who  pro- 
foundly rejoiced  in  tiie  National  tri- 
umph, so  long,  so  anxiously  awaited 
— ^which  had  seemed  so  often  just  at 
hand,  and  the  next  moment  farther 
off  than  ever — so  intensely  longed  for 
by  the  Millions  who  had  for  years 
been  constrained  to  endure  the  taunts 
of  Northern  sympathizers  with  the 
Rebels,  and  'the  heart-sickness  of 
hope  deferred.'  These  instantly  and 
undoubtingly  comprdiended  that  the 
fall  of  Ridimond  was  a  death-blow 
to  the  Rebellion,  and  rejoiced  over  it 
accordingly.    In  New  York,  an  im- 
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promptu  gathering  of  many  thon- 
sande  immediately  filled  Wall-street, 
and  listened,  with  cheers  and  thanks- 
giving, to  dispatches,  addresses,  &c.; 
while  the  hells  of  Trinity  and  St. 
PauPs  chimed  melodiously  with  the 
general  joy  and  praise.  So  in  Wash- 
ington and  other  great  cities,  the 
popular  feeling  of  relief  and  grati- 
tude found  many  modes  of  expres- 
sion, wherein  the  readers  of  next 
day's  journals  will  detect  no  un- 
manly exultation  over  the  fallen,  and 
scarcely  a  word  hespeaking  wrath  or 
bitterness,  or  demanding  vengeful  in- 
flictions on  those  whose  unhallowed 
ambition  had  so  long  divided,  so 
widely  devastated,  and  so  nearly  de- 
stroyed, the  Republic. 

Thsi  joyful  Monday  was  the  An- 
nual  Election  in  Connecticut — a  State 
so  closely  contested  barely  five  months 
before — but  now  every  county  went 
Republican  by  an  aggregate  majority 
of  over  10,000** — the  victorious  host, 
for  the  first  time  in  many  years,  choos- 
ing a  Representative  in  Congress  from 
each  of  die  four  districts,  and  making 
a  pretty  clean  sweep  locally  and  gen- 
erally. A  leading  Democratic  jour- 
nal accounted  for  its  party's  over- 
whelming defeat  by  the  fact  that  the 
votes  were  cast  while  guns  were  thun- 
dering, bands  playing,  and  excited 
crowds  shouting  themselves  hoarse, 
over  the  fall  of  Richmond. 


Petersburg  was  of  course  evacua- 
ted simultaneously  with  lUchmond; 
and  so  noiselessly  that  our  pickets, 
scarcely  a  stone's  throw  from  the 
abandoned  lines,  knew  not  that  the 
enemy  were  moving  till  morning 
showed  that  they  were  gone— ^no  ex- 
plosions and  no  conflagration  having 


here  marked  the  flight  of  the  Rebels ; 
who  were  miles  away  when  our 
troops,  at  daybreak,  proudly  marched 
unopposed  into  the  city  for  which 
they  had  so  long  struggled,  and 
which,  although  surrendered  by  its 
civil  authorities,  gave  but  a  sullen 
welcome  to  its  new  mastera  The 
hearty  responses  to  the  enthusiastic 
cheers  of  the  vict<»«  issued  from 
Black  throats  alone. 

Hours  ere  this,  the  Rebel  govern- 
ment, with  its  belongings,  had  passed 
down  the  railroad  several  miles  jiorth 
of  Petersburg  to  Danville,  where  it 
halted,  and  whither  Lee  hoped  to 
follow  it  with  the  remnant  of  his 
army;  thence  forming  a  junction 
with  Johnston,  and  thus  collecting  a 
force  which,  if  too  weak  to  protract 
the  contest,  would  at  least  be  strong 
enough  to  command  favorable  terms. 
But  now  the  purpose  and  value  of 
Grant's  tenacious,  persistent  exten- 
sions of  his  left  became  palpable  tA 
the  most  obstinate  of  the  multitudin- 
ous decriers  of  his  military  capacity* 
To  have  beaten  Lee  by  a  fair  firont 
attack  would  have  thrown  him  back 
possibly  to  Lynchburg  or  Danville: 
beating  him  by  turning  and  crush- 
ing his  right  might  prove  his  utter 
destruction.  For,  now  that  his  shat- 
tered array  could  no  longer  cling  to 
its  formidable  intrenchments  around 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  must 
retreat  hurriedly  westward  or  south- 
ward, the  position  of  the  6th  (Grif- 
fin's) corps  at  Sutherland's,  10  miles 
west  of  Petersburg,  with  Sheridan's 
cavalry  at  Ford's,  10  miles  farther 
west,  barring  his  way  up  the  south 
bank  of  the  Appomattox,  with  nearly 
all  the  residue  of  Grant's  forces  but 
Weitzel's  conmiand  south  or  south- 
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west  of  Petersburg,  bo  narrowed  and 
distorted  his  possible  lines  of  retreat 
as  to  raider  the  capture  or  dispersioa 
of  his  entire  army  at  least  possible. 
And,  with  Grant  and  Sheridan  as 
his  antagonists,  it  was  morally  oer- 
tain  that  all  would  be  made  of  their 
advantages  that  could  be. 


The  Army  of  Virginia — now  re- 
duced by  desertions  and  its  recent 
heavy  losses,  mainly  in  prisoners,  to 
85,000  men — ^was  concentrated,  from 
Bichmond  on  the  north  to  Peters- 
burg on  the  south,  at  Chesterfield 
0,  H.;  thence  moving  rapidly  west- 
ward to  Amelia  C.  H.,  where  Lee 
had  ordered  supplies  to  meet  him  by 
ears  fix>m  Danville;  but  wbere  he 
found  none — an  order  firom  Rich- 
mond having  summcmed  "*  the  train 
to  that  city  to  aid  in  bearing  away 
the  fbgitives ;  and  it  was  taken  with- 
out unloading:  so  that  the  ova-- 
ihatched,  worsted,  retreating,  and 
fiiinting  Bebel  soldiery,  while  endeav- 
OTing  to  evade  the  fierce  pursuit  of 
Sheridan's  troopers^  must  snatch  their 
subsistence  firom  the  impoverished, 
exhausted  country.  And,*  while  Lee 
halted  here,  throughout  tibe  4th  and 
5th,  trying  to  gather  Jfrom  any  and 
every  quarter  the  means  of  feeding 
his  famished  men,  Sheridan,  moving 
rapidly  westward  by  roads  consider- 
ably south  of  Amelia  C.  H.,  had 
struck  the  Danville  railroad  at  Je- 
tersville,  while  his  advance  had  swept 
down  that  road  nearly  to  Burkesville, 
scattering  by  the  way  such  portions 
of  the  Rebel  cavalry  as  had  fied  west- 
ward from  their  discomfiture  at  Five 
Forks.  At  Deep  creek,  a  considera- 
ble force  oi  infantry  was  encoun- 
tered,** and  ultimately  driven  by  the 


5th  corps.  Concentrating  at  Jeters- 
ville,  Sheridan  had  here  planted  him- 
sdf  across  the  railroad,  intrenched 
his  infantry,  and,  supported  by  his 
cavalry,  prepared  to  stop  Lee's  entire 
force,  until  Grant  and  Meade,  jmr- 
suing,  should  be  able  to  overtake  and 
crush  him.  Meade,  with  the  2d  and 
6th  corps,  came  up  late  on  the  5U], 
while  Lee  was  still  at  Amelia  C.  H. 
Thus  the  provisions  which  the  Con- 
federates at  Lynchburg  and  Danville 
had  collected  and  prepared  to  s^d 
to  Lee  were  intercepted,  and  all  hope 
of  succor  to  his  sore  beset  army  cut  oS. 

Lee  left  Amelia  C.  SL  at  nightM 
of  the  5th ;  moving  around  the  left  of 
Meade  and  Sheridan's  position  at 
Jetersville,  striking  for  Farmville,  in 
order  to  recross  there  the  Appomattox, 
and,  if  possible^  thus  escape  his  piu^ 
su^«. 

But  this  was  not  to  be.  Already, 
Gen.  Davies,  making  a  strong  recon- 
ncHssance  to  our  left  and  front,  had 
struc1(,  at  Paine's  (»*o0B-roads,  Lee's 
train,  moving  in  advance  of  his  in- 
fantry, and  destroyed  ISO  wagons; 
capturing  5  guns  and  many  pris- 
oners. Lee's  soldiers,  not  fiir  bdiind, 
attempted  to  envelop  and  crash  our 
cavahy,  now  swelled  by  Gre^s  and 
Smith's  brigades,  sent  to  support 
Davies ;  and  a  spirited  fight  ensned; 
but  Davies  was  extricated;  falling 
back  on  Jetersville ;  where  nearly  oar 
whole  army  was  next  morning*'  con- 
centrated, and  the  pursuit  vigorooBly 
resumed:  Sheridan  returning  the  5tli 
corps  to  Meade,  and  henceforth  com- 
manding the  cavalry  only. 

Crook,  now  holding  Sheridan's  left 
(facing  eastward),  advanced  to  Dea- 
tonsville,  where  Lee's  whole  army 
was  seen  moving  rapidly  westward. 
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lie  immediately  charged,  as  directed 
bj  Sheridan ;  well  knowing  the  infe- 
riority of  his  force,  bnt  determined 
to  detain  the  enemy,  at  whatever  cost, 
until  supports  on  onr  side  could 
arrive* 

The  result  justified  the  daring. 
Crook  was  repulsed;  but  meantime 
Caster,  with  his  division  of  horse, 
struck  again,  farther  on;  gaining  the 
road  at  Sailor's  Creek — a  petty  trib- 
utary of  the  Appomattox — ^where, 
Crook  and  Devin  coming  promptly 
to  his  support,  he  pereed  the  Eebel 
line  of  march,  destroying  400  wagons 
and  taking  Id  guns,  with  many  pris- 
oners. 

Swell's  corps,  following  the  train, 
was  thus  cut  oflf  from  Lee.    Its  ad- 
vance was  now  gallantly  charged  by 
CoL  Staj^'s  brigade ;  and  thus  time 
was  gained  for  the  arrival  of  the  lead- 
ing division  (Seymour's)  of  the  6th 
(Wright's)  corps,  pursuing  the  Con- 
federate rear;  when  Ewell  recoiled, 
fighting  stoutly,  till  Wheaton's  di- 
vision  also  came  up,  and,  a  part  of 
our  infiintry,  advancing,  were  mo- 
mentarily repelled  by  a  deadly  fire. 
But  the  odds  were  too  great :  Ewell's 
veterans — ^inclosed  between  our  cav- 
alry and  the  6th  corps,  and  sternly 
charged    by  the    latter,  without  a 
chance  of  escape — threw  down  their 
arms  and  surrendered.    Ewell  him- 
self and  four  other  Generals  were 
among  the  prisoners,  of  whom  over 
6,000  were  taken  this  day. 

Ere  this,  Ord,  reaching  out  from 
Jetersville  farther  west,  had  struck 
the  head  of  Lee's  marching  column 
near  Farmville,  as  it  was  preparing 
to  cross  the  river.  Ord's  advance 
consiBted  of  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and    a    squadron  of  cavalry  under 


Brig.-Gen.  Theodore  Bead,  who  at 
once  attacked,  defying  immense  odds, 
in  the  hope  of  arresting  the  flight  of 
the  Bebels,  and  burning  the  bridges 
before  them.  But  this  they  could 
not  permit,  and,  rallying  in  over- 
whelming strength,  they  hurled  their 
assailants  aside  with  heavy  loss,  clear- 
ing their  way  to  the  bridges ;  Bead 
being  among  our  killed.  His  attack^ 
however,  had  arrested  the  enemy's 
march,  compelling  him  to  lose  pre- 
cious time. 

Lee,  during  the  ensuing  evening, 
crossed  the  Appomattox  on  bridges 
at  Farmville,  and,  marohiag  all  night, 
he  seemed  to  have  left  his  pursueiB 
well  in  the  rear.  But,  while  his  mea 
were  fainting  and  falling  by  the  way^ 
his  animals  were  dying  <^  hunger. 
('  Soldiers,'  says  a  cynic,  *  may  live 
on  enthusiasm ;  but  horses  must  have 
oats.')  His  remaining  handftd  of 
cavalry  was  useless ;  his  few  residu- 
ary guns  were  yet  too  heavy  for  the 
gaunt  beasts  who  drew  them.  Though 
his  van  was  miles  away,  his  rear  was 
barely  across  the  river  before  dawn;"* 
and  the  bridges  were  only  fired,  not 
consumed,  when  the  van  of  our  2d 
corps  (Humphreys's) — ^whichhad  now 
taken  the  lead — crushed  up  and  saved 
that  on  the  wagon-road.*  The  rail- 
road bridge  was  destroyed.  Barlow's 
division  was  soon  over  the  river,  ex- 
pecting a  fight,  as  the  enemy  threat- 
ened it ;  but  there  was  only  a  rear- 
guard left,  and  they  soon  retired; 
blowing  up  a  bridge-head,  and  aban- 
doning 18  guns. 

During  the  night  of  the  6th,  many 
of  the  chief  officers  of  the  fleeing  army 
met  aroimd  a  bivouac-fire  to  discuss 
their  desperate  situation.  Upon  a 
full  survey,  they  unanimously  con- 
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diuded  that  a  capitulation  was  inevi- 
table. Even  if  they  were  yet  strong 
enough  to  beat  off  and  cut  through 
the  host  of  pursuers  so  sharp  upon 
their  trail,  they  could  only  do  so  by 
the  sacrifice  of  their  remaining  guns 
and  mxmitions,  and  in  a  state  of  utter 
ineflSciency  from  famine.  Already,- 
weakness  and  fatigue  had  compelled 
half  of  their  followers  to  throw  away 
Ae  arms  which  they  were  no  longer 
able  to  carry.  Lee  was  not  present ; 
but  the  judgment  of  the  council  was 
conveyed  to  him  through  Gen.  Pen- 
dleton. 

Gen.  Lee  was  spared  by  Gen.  Grant 
tihe  pain  of  first  proposing  a  surren- 
der. While  directing  fix)m  Farm- 
ville  the  pursuit,  the  latter  dispatched 
to  the  front  next  morning  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

"Aprh.  7,1865. 

"  Gbnbbal — The  result  of  the  last  week 
mast  convince  yon  of  the  hopelessness  of 
farther  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia  in  this  struggle.  I 
feel  that  it  is  so;  and  regard  it  as  my  duty 
to  shift  from  myself  the  responsibility  of 
any  further  effusion  of  blood  by  asking  of 
you  the  surrender  of  that  portion  of  the 
Confederate  States  army  known  as  the  Army 
of  Northern  Virginia. 

"  U.  8.  Grant,  Lt.-GeneraL 

"Gen.  R.  E.  Lee." 

The  letter  reached  Lee  toward 
•night;  ere  which,  Humphreys,  fol- 
lowing on  his  track,  had  been  halted, 
4  or  5  miles  north  of  Farmville,  by 
all  that  was  left  of  Lee's  forces,  in- 
trenched in  a  strong  position,  cover- 
ing both  the  old  and  plank  roads'  to 
Lynchburg,  with  batteries  command- 
ing an  open,  gentle  southward  slope  of 
half  a  mile,  over  which  an  assaulting 
column  could  only  advance  at  a  heavy 
cost,  Humphreys  attempted  to  turn 
the  enemy's  flank,  but  found  this  im- 
practicable with  his  single  corps; 
when,  sending  up  Barlow  in  front,  and 
extending  his  right,  he  ordered  Miles 


to  attack  on  this  wing;  which  he 
did,  and  was  repulsed  with  a  loss  of 
over  600  killed  and  wounded^  Brig.- 
Glen.  Smyth  and  Maj.  Mills  were 
among  our  killed ;  Maj.-Oen.  Mott, 
Brig.-Grens.  Madill  and  McDougall, 
and  C3ol.  Starbird,  19th  Maine,  were 
severely  wounded.  When  Barlow 
had  got  into  position,  it  was  too  late 
to  assault  again  that  ni^t;  and, 
when  darkness  had  shrouded  his 
movements,  Lee  silently  resumed  his 
retreat,  first  sending  this  reqx>n8e  to 
Grant,  which  reached  him  at  Farm- 
ville next  morning: 

"April  7,  1865. 

"General — ^I  have  received  yoar  note 
of  this  date.  Though  not  entertaining  the 
opinion  yoa  express  on  the  hopelessness  of 
further  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  Armj 
of  Northern  Virginia,  I  reciprocate  your 
desire  to  avoid  useless  effusion  of  hlood,  and 
therefore,  before  considering  your  proposi- 
tion, ask  the  terms  you  will  offer  <m  condi- 
tion of  its  surrender. 

"R.  E.  Lbb,  General 

"Lt-General  U.  8.  Grant." 

To  this,  Grant  immediately  re- 
plied: 

"April  8,1866. 

"  Gbnkral— Your  note  of  last  evening,  in 
reply  to  mine  of  same  date,  asking  the  con- 
dition on  which  I  will  accept  the  surrender 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  is  just 
received.  In  reply,  I  would  say  that,  peace 
being  my  great  desire,  there  la  but  one  con- 
dition I  would  insist  upon,  namely:  that 
the  men  and  officers  surrendered  shall  be  dis- 
qualified for  taking  up  arms  again  against  the 
Government  of  the  united  States  until  prop- 
eriy  exchanged.  I  will  meet  you,  or  will 
designate  officers  to  meet  any  officers  you 
may  name  for  the  same  purpose,  at  any  point 
agreeable  to  you,  for  the  purpose  of  arrang- 
ing definitely  the  terms  upon  which  the  sur- 
render of  the  Army  of  Northern  Yii^pnia 
will  be  received. 

*'U.  S.  Grant,  Lt-GeneraL 

"  General  R.E.  Lee." 

Sheridan,  with  all  his  cavaliy,  had 
started  again  on  tlie  morning  of  the 
7th;  Merritt,with  two  divisions,  mov- 
ing by  the  left  to  Prince  Edward  C. 
H.,  to  head  off  Lee  from  retreating  on 
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Danville.  This  was  a  miscalculation ; 
and  exposed  Crook,  who,  with  the  re- 
maining division,  with  difficulty  ford- 
ed the  Appomattox  near  Farmville,  to 
repulse  from  a  body  of  Eebel  infan- 
try defending  a  train  which  they 
chained;  our  Gen.  Gr^g  being  here 
captured.  So  our  brilliant  successes 
of  the  6th  were  followed  by  none 
whatever  on  the  7th. 

Pur8ui|;  was  resumed  by  all  hands 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th ;  the  2d 
and  6th  corps,  under  Meade,  moving 
north  of  the  Appomattox,  or  directly 
on  the  trail  of  the  enemy;  while 
Sheridan,  undeceived  as  to  Lee's 
making  for  Danville,  led  his  cavalry 
to  head  him  off  from  Lynchburg,  his 
only  remaining  reftige.  Ord's  and 
Griffin's  corps  foDowed  the  cavalry ; 
but  of  course  did  not  keep  pace  with 
them. 

Sheridan — Crook  having  already, 
by  order,  recrossed  the  Appomattox 
— concentrated  his  troopers  on  Pros- 
pect station,  and  pushed  on  Merritt's 
and  Crook's  divisions  briskly  to  Ap- 
pomattox station,  on  the  Lynchburg 
railroad,  5  miles  south  of  Appomat- 
tox C.  H.,  where  he  had  been  ap- 
prised by  scouts  that  four  trains  had 
just  arrived  from  Lynchburg,  laden 
with  supplies  for  Lee's  hungry  fol- 
lowers. By  a  march  of  28  miles,  the 
d6p6t  and  trains  were  reached ;  and, 
by  the  skillful  dispositions  of  Gen. 
Custer,  holding  our  advance,  sur- 
rounded and  captured.  Without  a 
moment's  hesitation,  Custer,  support- 
ed by  Devin,  pushed  on  toward  Ap- 
pomattox C.  H.,  finding  himself  con- 
fronting the  van  of  Lee's  army,  which 
he  fought  till  after  dark,  driving  it 
back  on  the  main  body,  capturing 
25  guns,  a  hospital  train,  a  large 


park  of  wagons,  and  many  prisoners. 
Sheridan  brought  up  the  rest  of  his 
cavalry  so  fast  as  possible ;  planting 
it  directly  across  the  path  of  the 
enemy,  and  preparing  to  hold  on, 
while  securing  the  captured  trains, 
and  sending  word  to  Griffin,  Ord,^ 
and  Grant,  that  the  surrender  or  de- 
struction of  Lee's  entire  force  was 
now  inevitable.  In  consequence  of 
these  advices.  Griffin  and  Ord,  with 
the  5th,  the  24th,  and  one  division 
of  the  25th  corps,  reached,  by  a 
forced  march,  Appomattox  station 
about  daylight  next  morning.** 

But  one  hope  remained  to  Lee. 
KuefuUy  aware  that  Sheridan  had 
intercepted  his  flight,  he  presumed 
his  way  blocked  by  cavalry  alone, 
and  at  once  ordered  a  charge  of  in- 
fantry. He  had  sent,  at  evening  be- 
fore, the  following  response  to  Grant's 
later  overture : 

"April  8,  1886. 

"  Gekrbal — I  received  at  a  late  hour  your 
note  of  to-day.  In  mine  of  yesterday,  I  did 
not  intend  to  propone  the  surrender  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  but  to  ask  the 
terms  of  your  proposition.  To  be  frank,  / 
do  not  think  the  emergency  has  arisen  to  call 
for  the  surrender  of  this  army  ;  but,  as  the 
restoration  of  peace  should  be  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  all,  I  desired  to  know  "whether  your 
proposals  would  lead  to  that  end.  I  can 
not,  therefore,  meet  you  with  a  view  to  sur- 
render the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia ;  but, 
as  far  as  your  proposal  may  affect  the 
Confederate  States  forces  under  my  com- 
mand, and  tend  to  the  restoration  of  peace, 
I  should  be  pleased  to  meet  yon  at  10  a.  m. 
to-morrow,  on  the  old  stage-road  to  Rich- 
mond, between  the  picket-lines  of  the  two 
armies.  R.  £.  Lrb,  GreneraL 

"Lt.-General  U.  S.  Gbant." 

Grant  was  with  the  column  pursu- 
ing directly  under  Meade,  and  re- 
ceived the  above  about  midnight. 
Before  starting  next  morning  to  join 
Sheridan  and  Griffin,  he  dispatched 
the  following  reply : 


>  Sunday,  April  9. 
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"Apbil  9,  1866. 

•*  Gknebal— Your  note  of  yesterday  is  re- 
ceived. I  have  no  aathonty  to  treat  on  the 
subject  of  peace.  The  meeting  proposed  for 
10  A.  K.  to-day  could  lead  to  no  good.  I  will 
state,  however,  Oeneral,  that  I  am  equally 
anxious  for  peace  with  yourself,  and  the 
whole  North  entertains  the  same  feeling. 
The  terms  upon  which  peace  can  be  had 
are  well  understood.  By  the  South  laying 
down  tiieir  arms,  they  will  hasten  that  most 
desirable  event,  save  thousands  of  human 
Kves  and  hundreds  of  millions  of  property 
not  yet  destroyed.  Seriously  hoping  that 
aH  our  diflSculdes  may  be  settled  without 
the  loss  of  another  life,  I  subscribe  myself, 
Ac.,  U.  8.  Gbant,  Lt. -General. 

''General  B.  £.  Lib." 

Sheridan  was  with  hk  cavalry  near 
the  Court  Honse,  when  the  Anny  of 
Yirginia  mad»  its  hat  charge.  By 
his  order,  his  troopers^  who  were  in 
line  of  battle,  dismounted,  gave 
ground  gradually,  while  showing  a 
irteady  firont,  so  as  to  allow  our  weary 
ififiuitry  time  to  form  and  take  posi- 
tion. This  effected,  the  horsemen 
moved  swiftly  to  the  right  and 
mounted,  revealing  lines  of  solid  in- 
fimtry  in  battle  array,  before  whose 
wall  of  gleaming  bayonets  the  aston- 
ished enemy  recoiled  in  blank  des- 
pair, as  Sheridan  and  his  troopers, 
passing  briskly  around  the  Bebel 
left,  prepared  to  charge  the  confused, 
i;eeling  masses.  A  white  flag  was 
BOW  waved  by  the  enemy  before  Gen. 
Custer,  who  held  our  cavabry  advance, 
with  the  information  that  they  had 
ocmeluded  to  surrender.  Biding  over 
to  Appomattox  C.  H.,  Sheridan  was 
wet  by  Gen.  Gordon,  who  requested 
a  suspension  of  hostilities,  with  the 
assurance  that  negotiations  were  then 
pending  between  Gtens.  Grant  and 
Jjee  for  a  capitulation. 

Otea.  Grant,  b^ore  reaching  Sheri- 
dan's headquarters,  had  received  the 
feUowing  additional  note : 

"Apim.9, 1865. 
•  piNWUL — I  reoeived  your  note  of  this 


momiiig  on  tiM  pieket-]ii|e,  whiter  I  had 
come  to  meet  you,  and  asoertain  dcfinitelj 
what  tenns  were  embraced  in  your  proposal 
of  yesterday  with  reference  to  the  surrender 
of  this  army.  I  now  ask  an  interview  ia 
accordance  with  the  offer  contained  in  your 
letter  of  yesterday  for  that  purpose. 

"R.  E,  Lee,  General 
"Lt-General  IT.  S.  Gkant." 

The  two  commanders  met  inmie- 

diately  at  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  W. 

McLean,  near  the  Court  House.  The 

interview  was  brief:  the  bupness  in 

hand  frankly  discussed,  as  became 

soldiers.     Three    commiBBioners    oa 

either  side  were  appointed ;  but  the 

day's  work  was  done  by  the  chieft, 

audits  result  summed  up  in  these 

concluding  letters: 

"Appomattox  Ck>iTBT  House,  Va^) 
"April  9,  1865.  C 
"  Genbhal — In  accordance  with  tlie  sub- 
stance of  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  8tk  instant, 
I  propose  to  receive  the  surrender  of  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia  on  the  following 
terms,  to  wit:  Rolls  of  all  the  officers  and 
men  to  be  made  in  duplicate ;  one  copy  to 
be  given  to  an  officer  to  be  designated  by 
me,  the  other  to  be  retained  by  such  officer 
or  officers  aa  yon  may  designate.  The  offi- 
cers to  give  their  individual  par(des  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  until  properly  exchanged; 
and  each  ooropaqy  or  regimental  eonunand- 
er  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their 
commands.  The  arms,  artillery,  and  pub- 
lic property  to  be  parked  and  backed,  and 
turned  over  to  the  officers  appointed  by  me 
to  receive  them.  This  will  not  embrace  the 
side-arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private 
horses  or  baggage.  This  doae,  each  officer 
and  man  wiU  be  allowed  to  return  to  his 
home,  not  to  be  disturbed  by  United  States 
authority  so  long  as  they  observe  their 
paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they 
may  reside.  U.  S.  Grastt,  Lt.-GeneraL 
"General  R.E.  Lek," 

"  Headq^bs  Abmt  op  Nobthsbn  Va.,  ) 
"April  9,  1865.  f 

"  General — I  reoeived  your  leUer  oi  thk 
date,  contaimng  the  terms  of  the  surrender 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  as  pro- 
posed by  you.  Aa  they  are  anbwtantially 
the  saoie  as  Uiose  expressed  in  yoor  letter 
of  the  8th  instant,  they  are  accepted.  I 
will  proceed  to  designate  theprop^offioert 
to  carry  the  stipulations  into  effeot^ 

ILE-LiB)  GeseraL 

"Lt-General  U.  a  Gbaht." 
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The  parting  of  Lee  with  his  de- 
voted followers  was  a  sad  one.  Of 
the  proud  army  which,  dating  its 
victories  firom  Bull  Run,  had  driven 
McClellan  fi*om  before  Richmond, 
and  withstood  his  best  effort  at  An- 
tietam,  and  shattered  Bumside's 
host  at  Fredericksburg,  and  worst- 
ed Hooker  at  Chancellorsville,  and 
fought  Meade  so  stontlj,  though  nn- 
successfully,  before  Gettysburg,  and 
baffled  Grant's  bounteous  resources 
and  desperate  efforts  in  the  Wilder- 
ness, at  Spottsylvania,  on  the  Korth 
Anna,  at  Cold  Harbor,  and  before 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  a  mere 
wreck  remained.  It  is  said  that 
27,000  were  included  in  Lee's  capitu- 
lation ;  but,  of  these,  not  more  than 
10,000  had  been  able  to  carry  their 
arms  thus  far  on  their  hopeless  and 
almost  foodless  flight.  Barely  19 
miles  from  Lynchburg  when  surren- 
dered, the  physical  possibility  of 
forcing  their  way  thither,  even  at  the 
cost  of  half  their  number,  no  longer 
remained.  And,  if  they  were  all 
safely  there,  what  then?  The  re- 
sources of  the  Confederacy  were 
utterly  exhausted.  Of  the  150,000 
men  whose  names  were  borne  on  its 
muster-rolls  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  least 
one-third  were  already  disabled  or  pri- 
soners, and  the  residue  could  neither 
be  clad  nor  fed — not  to  dream  of  their 
being  fitly  armed  or  paid ;  while  the 
resources  of  the  loyal  States  were 
scarcely  touched,  their  ranks  nearly 
or  quite  as  full  as  ever,  and  their  sup- 
plies of  ordnance,  small  arms,  muni- 
tions, <fec.,  more  ample  than  in  any 
previous  April.  Of  the  million  or  so 
borne  on  our  muster-rolls^  probably 


not  less  than  half  were  then  in  active 
service,  with  half  so  many  more  able 
to  take  the  field  at  short  notice.  The 
Rebellion  had  failed  and  gone  down ; 
but  the  Rebel  Army  of  Virginia  and 
its  commander  had  noi  failed.  Fight- 
ing sternly  against  the  Inevitable — 
against  the  irrepressible  tendencies, 
the  generous  aspirations  of  the  age — 
they  had  been  proved  unable  to  suc- 
ceed where  success  would  have  been 
a  calamity  to  their  children,  to  their 
country,  and  the  human  race.  And, 
when  the  transient  agony  of  defeat 
had  been  endured  and  had  passed, 
they  all  experienced  a  sense  of  relief, 
as  they  crowded  around  their  depart- 
ing chie^  who,  with  streaming  eyes, 
grasped  and  pressed  their  outstretch- 
ed hands,  at  length  finding  words  to 
say,  *'  Men,  we  have  fought  through 
the  War  together.  I  have  done  the 
best  that  I  could  for  you."  There 
were  few  dry  eyes  among  those  who 
witnessed  the  scene ;  and  our  soldiers 
hastened  to  divide  their  rations  with 
their  late  enemies,  now  fellow-coun- 
trymen, to  stay  their  hunger  until 
provisions  from  our  trains  could  be 
drawn  for  them.  Then,  while  naost 
of  our  army  returned  to  Burkesville,  * 
and  thence,  a  few  days  later,  to 
Petersbiu'g  and  Richmond,  the  work 
of  paroling  went  on,  under  the  guar- 
dianship €i  Griffin's  and  Gibbon's 
infantry,  with  McKenzie's  cavalry; 
and,  so  £ast  as  paroled,  the  Confede- 
rates took  their  way  severally  to  their 
respective  homes  :  many  of  them 
supplied  with  transportation,  as  well 
as  food,  by  the  Government  they  had 
fought  so  long  and  so  bravely  to  sub- 
vert and  destroy^ 
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DEATH  OF  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN— PEACE. 

JOHKSTON—D AVIS— TAYLOR— KIRBY  SMITH. 


Pbesident  Lincoln  had  gone  * 
down  to  the  front  in  anticipation  of 
Grant's  final  movement  against  Lee's 
right  sonth  of  Petersburg,  and  was 
thenceforward  in  constant  communi- 
cation with  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  in  the  field,  while  Lee 
made  his  assanlt  on  our  lines,  Sheri- 
dan crossed  the  James,  moving  from 
our  farthest  right  to  our  eictreme  left, 
and  Grant  impelled  the  advance  of 
that  left  with  such  memorable  results. 
He  was  mainlj  at  City  Point,  receiv- 
ing reports  irom  Grant  and  tele- 
graphing their  substance  to  the  War 
Department  for  dissemination  over 
the  country  till  the  day  after  Eich- 
mond  fell;  when*  he  accompanied 
Admiral  Porter  in  a  gunboat  up  to 
Eockett's,  a  mile  below  the  city,  and 
thence  was  rowed  up  to  the  wharf^ 
and  walked  thence,  attended  by  Ad- 
miral Porter  and  by  a  few  sailors 
armed  with  carbines,  to  Gen,  Weit- 
^zel's  headquarters,  in  the  house  so 
recently  and  suddenly  abandoned  by 
Jefferson  Davis.  Kecognized  and 
stared  at  by  all,  his  hearty  greetings, 
aside  from  those  of  oiur  soldiers,  were 
all  but  confined  to  the  Blacks,  who 
crowded  in  thousands  to  welcome 
and  bless  their  emancipator ;  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  summon  a 
military  force  to  clear  a  way  for  him 
through  the  streets.  After  holding 
a  hasty  levee,  the  President  took  a 
rapid  drive  through  the  principal 
streets,  and,  at  6^  p.  m.,  left  on  his 
return  to  City  Point ;  whence  he  re- 
peated   his  visit  to  Eichmond  two 


days  later — ^this  time  attended  by  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  by  Vice-President  Johnson, 
several  U.  S.  Senators,  &c.  He  was 
now  waited  on  by  several  leading 
Confederates,  who,  seeing  that  their 
cause  was  hopelessly  lost,  were  natu- 
rally anxious  to  msJ^e  the  best  terms 
possible;  and  to  whom,  in  a  spirit  of 
kindness  and  magnanimity  that  had 
never  been  shaken,  he  lent  a  favora- 
ble ear.  In  deference  to  a  su^estion 
by  some  of  their  number,  he  wrote 
the  following : 

"  HbADQU  ABTERS  ArMIXS  OF  THB  UiaTKD  ) 

States,  Oity  Point,  April  6,  I860,     f 
"  Migor-Gen,  Weitzkl,  Richmond,  Va.: 

*^  It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  gea- 
tlemen  who  have  acted  aa  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  in  support  of  the  Rebellioa, 
may  now  desire  to  assemble  at  Richmond 
and  take  measures  to  withdraw  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  and  other  support  from  resist- 
ance to  the  General  Government  If  they 
attempt  it,  give  them  permission  and  pro- 
tection, until,  if  at  all,  they  attempt  some 
action  hostile  to  the  United  States;  in  which 
case,  you  will  notify  them,  giving  them  rea- 
sonable time  to  leave,  and  at  the  end  of 
which  time  arrest  any  who  remain.  Allow 
Judge  Campbell  to  see  this,  but  do  not  make 
it  public.    Yours,  etc.,        A.  Linoolk.'* 

The  President  returned,  on  the 
day  of  Lee's  surrender,  to  Washing- 
ton ;  whence  he  dispatched  *  to  Gen, 
Weitzel  a  recall  of  the  permission 
above  given— the  object  contem- 
plated by  it  having  been  otherwise 
ftiUy  attained.  He  had,  the  day  be- 
fore, issued  two  Proclamations :  one 
of  them  closing,  till  further  orders, 
in  accordance  with  law,  certain  ports 
in  the  Kebel  States  whereof  the 
blockade  had  been  raised  by  their 
capture  respectively ;  the  other,  de- 


*  March  24. 
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manding  henceforth  for  our  National 
vessels  in  foreign  ports,  on  penalty 
of  retaliation,  those  privileges  and 
immunities  which  had  hitherto  been 
denied  them  on  the  plea  of  according 
equal  belligerent  rights  to  the  Re- 
public and  its  internal  foes.  He 
made,  next  evening,*  to  a  vast  crowd 
assembled  before  the  Executive  Man- 
sion expressly  to  hear  it,  an  address 
on  Reconstruction,  whereof  it  is  only 
pertinent  here  to  say  that — while 
careftilly  remitting  to  Congress  all 
questions  connected  with  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  revolted  States  in 
either  Hqusc,  and  avowing  his  desire 
that  a  qualified  Right  of  Suffrage  be 
accorded  to  the  Blacks  of  those 
States — ^he  evinced  an  utter  absence 
of  resentment  or  bitterness  toward 
the  late  Rebels,  and  an  anxious  wish 
that  the  Confederate  States  should 
be  restored  to  all  the  functions  of 
self-government  and  equal  power  in 
the  Union  at  the  earliest  day  con- 
sistent with  the  National  integrity, 
tranquillity,  and  safety. 

On  the  following  day,  an  order 
issued  from  the  War  Department, 
previously  approved  by  Gen.  Grant, 
which  appeared  throughout  the  land 
in  the  journals  of  next  morning,'  put- 
ting a  stop  to  all  drafting  and  recruit- 
ing for  our  armies,  with  the  purchase 
of  arms,  munitions,  provisions,  &c.; 
and  it  was  announced  that  the  number 
of  our  general  and  staff  officers  would 
be  reduced,  and  all  military  restric- 
tions on  trade  and  commerce  re- 
moved forthwith. 

That  day  was  the  fourth  anniver- 
sary of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter 
to  the  Rebels  by  Maj.  Anderson ;  and 
a  large  number  of  loyal  citizens,  who 
rejoiced  the  more  heartily  in  the 
'/  *  April  12. 


downfall  of  the  Rebellion  because  it 
involved  the  overthrow  of  Slavery, 
had  gone  down  to  Port  Royal  and 
Charleston  to  raise,  with  fitting  ob- 
servances, over  the  ruins  of  the  his- 
toric fortress,  the  identical  flag  which 
had  waved  over  it  during  its  first 
bombardment,  and  which  had  been 
thoughtfully  preserved  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  whole  country  was  aglow 
with  loyal  rejoicings  and  congratu- 
lations ;  and  the  President,  after  at- 
tending a  meeting  of  his  Cabinet  to 
receive  a  personal  report  from  Gen. 
Grant,  just  arrived  from  Appomattox, 
listening  to  the  story  of  Lee's  sur- 
render from  his  son,  Capt.  Robert  Lin- 
coln, who,  being  on  Grant's  staff,  had 
been  an  eye-witness  of  the  scene, 
and  giving  audience  to  several  public 
men — among  them  John  P.  Hale, 
just  appointed  Minister  to  Madrid, 
and  Speaker  Colfax,  who  was  taking 
leave  for  an  overland  journey  to  Cali- 
fornia and  Or^on— -concluded  to 
seek  relaxation  from  his  many  and 
weighty  cares  by  spending  the  eve- 
ning at  Ford's  Theater,  where  Gen. 
Grant  and  he  had  been  publicly  an- 
nounced as  probable  visitors  that 
night,  while  the  former  had  been 
compelled  by  inexorable  duties  to 
disappoint  the  expectation  thus  ex- 
cited. At  8  p.  M.,  the  President  and 
his  wife,  with  two  others,  rode  to  the 
theater,  and  were  ushered  into  the 
private  box  previously  secured  by 
him ;  where,  at  10^  p.  m.,  while  all 
were  intent  on  the  play,  an  actor  of 
Baltimore  birth — John  Wilkes  Booth 
by  name,  son  of  the  more  eminent 
English-bom  tragedian,  Junius  Bru- 
tus Booth — availing  himself  of  that 
freedom  of  the  house  usually  accorded 
at  theaters  to  actors,  entered  at  the 

•April  14.  • 
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fi'ont  door,  stood  for  a  few  moment 
after  presenting  a  card  to  the  Presi- 
dent's messenger,  in  the  passage-way 
behind  the  dress  circle,  surveying  the 
spectacle  before  him;  then  entered 
the  vesdbnle  of  the  President's  pri- 
vate box,  shut  the  do<Mr  behind  him, 
fastened  it  from  the  inside  by  placing 
a  short  plank  (previously  provided) 
against  it,  with  its  foot  against  the 
opposite  wall,  and  then,  holding  a 
pistol  and  a  dagger  in  either  hand, 
stepped  through  the  inner  door  into 
the  box  just  behind  the  President, 
who  was  leaning  forward  with  his 
eyes  fixed  on  the  stage,  and  fired  his 
pistol,while  holding  it  close  totheback 
of  the  President's  head,  piercing  his 
skull  behind  the  lelfcear,  and  lodging 
the  ball,  after  traversing  the  brain,  just 
behind  the  right  eye.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
head  fell  slightly  forward,  his  eyes 
closed,  but  he  uttered  no  word  or 
cry ;  and,  though  life  was  not  extinct 
for  nine  hours  thereafter,  he  gave, 
thenceforth  to  his  death  in  a  neigh- 
boring house,  at  7:22  next  morn- 
ing, no  sign  of  intelligence;  and  it 
is  probable  that  he  never  on  eartli 
knew  that  he  had  been  shot,  or  was 
conscious  even  of  su£fering,  much  less 
of  malice  and  murder.  Hating  and 
wishing  ill  to  none,  he  had  never 
comprehended  the  hell  of  demoniac 
passion  which  seethed  and  surged 
around  him,  and  which  the  utter 
collapse  of  the  Bebellion  had  only 
inteiwifled ;  hence,  he  had  ever  treated 
lightly  the  anonymous  threats  which 
men  placed  as  he  was  receive  as  mat- 
ters of  course,  and  had  disregarded 
all  entreaties  that  he  should  take 
precautions  against  assassination. 

The  report  of  Booth's  pistol  star- 
tled the  house,  but  especially  the 
President's  companions  in  the  box; 


of  whom,  Maj.  H.  R.  Batlibone — the 
only  man  there  beside  the  President 
— turning  his  eyes,  saw,  through  the 
sulphurous  smc^e,  a  stranger  stand- 
ing behind  him,  whom  he  instuitly 
clutched;  but  Booth,  tearing  away 
from  his  grat^,  and  dropping  his  pis- 
tol, naade  a  pass  at  him  with  the  dag- 
ger, infiicting  a  serious  wound  on  hia 
left  arm.  Buying  now  to  the  front 
of  the  box,  theatricaUy  flourishing  his 
weapon,  and  exclaiming  ^  Sic  semper 
tyrannis  P  Booth  put  his  hand  on  the 
railing  in  front  of  the  box,  and  leaped 
over,  alighting  on  a  comer  of  tl^ 
stage;  but,  eatching  with  one  of 
his  spurred  heels  in  the  American 
flag  draped  across  the  front  of  the 
box,  he  fell ;  spraining  his  ankle  so 
as  to  cripple  his  flight  and  afiEbrd  a 
clue  to  the  detectives  who  were  soon 
on  his  trail.  Eecovering  immedi- 
ately from  his  fall,  he  faced  the  au- 
dience, brandished  his  dagger,  ex- 
claimed "jTAd  SaiUh  is  avenged  P^ 
and  ran  across  the  stage  to  and  out 
of  the  back  door,  whicb  he  shut, 
and,  mounting  his  horse — which  a 
half-witted,  stage-struck  youth  was 
there  holding  for  him — rode  off  and 
across  the  Anacosta  bridge  out  of 
Washington;  seeking  reftige  in  the 
adjacent  r^on  of  southern  Mary- 
land ;  whose  Whites,  being  intensely 
pro-Slavery,  were  mainly  Bebel  syn>- 
pathizers,  and  were  therefore  counted 
on  to  conceal  him  and  aid  his  eseiqpe. 
That  President  Lincoln  was  the 
victim  of  a  conspiracy  of  partisans  of 
the  Hebellion  is  establiidied  by  unde- 
niable proof;  not  so  the  charge  that 
the  chie&  and  master-spirits  of  Uie 
Confederacy  were  implicated  in  the 
crime.  Booth  himself  was,  BO  fSur  as 
has  been  shown,  the  projector  and 
animating   soul   of  the   monstrous 
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plot;  which  at  first  contemplated 
primarily  the  capture  and  forcible 
abduction  of  the  President — a  scheme 
which  of  course  involved  a  proba- 
bility, but  not  a  certainty,  of  feloni- 
ous bloodshed.  Booth  was  simply 
one  of  the  many  badly  educated, 
loose-living  young  men  infesting  the 
purlieus  of  our  great  cities,  who,  re- 
garding Slavery  as  the  chief  bulwark 
of  their  own  claim  to  birthright  in  a 
superior  caste,  and  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution as  established  expressly  and 
mainly  to  sustain  and  buttress  Slave- 
ry, could  never  comprehend  that  any 
political  action  adverse  to  whatever 
exactions  and  pretensions  of  the 
Slave  Power  could  possibly  be  other 
than  unjustly  aggressive  and  trea- 
sonable. Few  of  this  class  were  radi- 
cally Disunionists;  they  sympathized 
with  the  Bebellion,  not  because  it 
aimed  at  a  division  of  the  Bepublic, 
but  because  it  was  impelled  by  devo- 
tion to  Slavery;  and  was  thus  hal- 
lowed, in  their  view,  as  a  laudable 
effort,  however  irr^ular,  to  achieve 
and  firmly  secure  the  chief  end  of 
both  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 
There  is  no  particle  of  evidence  that 
Booth,  or  any  of  his  fellow  conspira- 
toTB,  had  been  in  any  wise  offended 
by,  or  that  they  cherished  any  feeling 
of  aversion  to,  the  President,  save  as 
the  ^  head  center'  of  resistance  to  the 
Slaveholders'  Eebellion. 

Almost  at  the  identical  moment  of 
Booth's  entry  into  the  theater,  a  stran- 
ger, afterward  identified  as  Lewis 
Payne  Powell,  son  of  a  Florida  cler- 
gyman, but  generaUy  knovm  to  his 
intimates  as  Payne,  presented  him- 
self at  the  door  of  Secretary  Seward's 
house  on  President  Square,  where  he 
claimed  to  be  charged  with  an  errand 
from  his  physician,  Dr.  Verdi,  to  the 


Secretary ;  then  confined  to  his  bed 
by  very  serious  injuries  received  when 
recently  thrown  from  his  carriage— 
his  horses  having  taken  fright  and 
run  away.  The  colored  porter  de- 
clined to  let  him  go  unasked  up  to 
the  Secretary's  sick  room;  but  the 
stranger  rushed  by  him  and  up  stairs 
to  the  third  story :  making  his  way 
readily  to  the  door  of  the  sufferer's 
chamber,  where  he  was  confronted  by 
Gov.  S.'s  son  Frederick,  who  barred 
his  way ;  when  he  drew  and  present- 
ed a  pistol,  which  snapped ;  where- 
upon he  struck  Frederick  twice  over 
the  head  with  it,  fracturing  his  skull 
and  felling  him  to  the  floor  in  utter 
insensibility.  The  noise  of  this  en- 
counter brought  from  the  sick  room 
Miss  Fannie  Seward,  the  Secretary's 
only  daughter,  by  whom,  the  villain 
instantly  rushed,  and,  throwing  him- 
self on  the  bed,  inflicted,  with  a 
bowie-knife,  three  heavy  stabs  aimed 
at  the  throat  of  his  intended  victim ; 
who,  instinctively  divining  the  assas- 
sin's purpose,  had  raised  himself  on 
his  left  elbow,  and  offered  all  the  re- 
sistance compatible  with  his  slender 
fitune  and  crippled  condition — he 
having  had  his  right  arm  broken 
and  his  lower  jaw  fractured  when 
thrown  from  his  carriage.  The 
wounds  thus  inflicted  on  his  face 
and  neck  were  terrible,  but,  because 
of  his  resistance,  not  fatal ;  and,  be- 
fore a  fourth  blow  could  take  effect, 
the  assassin  was  grasped  by  an  inva- 
lid soldier  named  Bobinson,  who  was 
in  attendance  as  a  nurse ;  whom  he 
savagely  aesaulted  and  wounded  with 
his  bloody  weapon,  but  did  not  suc- 
ceed in  mastering.  Gov.  Seward, 
meanwhile,  exerting  his  remaining 
strength,  succeeded  in  rolling  off  the 
farth^  side  of  the  bed ;  while  jMiss 
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Seward  shrieked  *  murder'  from  the 
window  and  the  porter  ran  into  the 
street  crying  for  help.  The  assassin, 
aware  that  another  moment's  delay 
must  seal  his  doom,  now  broke  from 
the  soldier's  grasp,  and  rushed  to  es- 
cape; meeting  at  the  head  of  the 
first  flight  of  stairs  Maj.  Augustus 
Seward,  another  son  of  the  Secretary, 
whom  he  struck  with  his  dagger ;  be- 
ing next  confronted,  just  below,  by 
Mr.  Hansen,  one  of  the  Secretary's 
attendants,  whom  he  stabbed  in  the 
back;  thus  clearing  his  way  to  the 
street,  where  he  mounted  a  horse  he 
had  lefl  there,  and  rode  rapidly  off 
unheeded. 

The  quiet  accession  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  Vice-President  Johnson — 
the  ftmeral  honors  to  the  good,  be- 
loved President,  so  suddenly  snatched 
away  at  the  moment  when  long  years 
of  trial  and  disaster  had  at  length 
been  crowned  by  a  ftiUness  of  triumph 
and  gladness  rarely  paralleled — the 
slow  and  long  dubious  recovery  of 
the  stricken  Secretary  and  his  self- 
devoted  son — the  flight,  pursuit,  and 
capture  of  Booth,  so  severely  wound- 
ed by  his  captors  that  he  died  a  few 
hours  afterward— the  arraignment, 
trial,  and  conviction  before  a  military 
court  of  Payne  and  several  of  their 
fellow-couspirators  or  accomplices — 
may  here  be  hurriedly  passed  over, 
as  non-essential  to  this  history.  Not 
so  the  burst  of  unmeasured,  indignant 
wrath,  the  passionate  grief,  the  fierce 
cry  for  vengeance,  which  the  crime 
of  the  assassins  very  generally  in- 
cited. Mr.  Lincoln  was  widely 
known  as  radically,  immovably  averse 
to  aught  that  savored  of  severity  in 
dealing  with  the  defeated  insurgents. 
No  *  railing  accusations,'  no  incite- 


ments to  severity  or  bitterness  on  the 
part  of  the  loyal,  had  ever  found  ut- 
terance through  his  lips.  Inflexibly 
resolved  that  the  Bebellion  should 
be  put  down,  he  was  equally  deter- 
mined that  its  upholders,  having  sub- 
mitted to  the  Nation's  authority, 
should  experience  to  the  utmost  the 
Nation's  magnanimity.  Such  was 
the  palpable  drift  of  his  speech,  de- 
livered two  nights  prior  to  his  death, 
as  of  all  his  prior  inculcations.  And 
now,  the  butchery  of  this  gentle,  for- 
bearing spirit,  by  the  hand,  hardly 
less  blundering  than  bloody,  of  a  pro- 
Eebel  assassin,  incited  a  fierce,  ago- 
nized, fitmtic  yell  for  retaliation,  that, 
for  the  moment,  could  only  be  braved 
at  the  cost  of  great  personal  obloquy 
and  sacrifice ;  and  the  appearance  of 
an  official  proclamation,*  signed  by 
the  new  President,  and  count«*- 
signed  by  William  Hunter,  as  acting 
Secretary  of  State,  charging  that  the 
appalling  crime  of  Booth  and  his  as- 
sociates had  beeYi 

**  incited,  oonoerted,  and  procured  hj  and 
between  Jefferson  Davis,  late  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  Jacob  Tliompson,  Olement  0. 
Clay,  Beverly  Tucker,  George  N.  Sanders, 
W.  C.  Cleary,  and  other  Rebels  and  U^itors 
against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  harbored  in  Canada,*' 

and  oflTering  a  reward  of  $100,000 
for  the  arrest  of  Davis,  and  of  $25,000 
to  $10,000  «ach  for  the  other  p^-sons 
thus  denounced,  was  widely  huled 
as  justifying  the  suspicions  already 
current,  and  rendering  the  Confede- 
rates as  a  body  morally  guilty  of  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  justly 
liable  therefor  to  condign  punishment. 


Glen.  Lee  had  only  assumed  tosur^ 
render  the  army  under  his  immediate 
command ;  though  he  manifestly 
realized  that  this  capitulation   was 
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oondusive,  and  showed  it  when  he 
said,  in  parting,  to  his  soldiers,  **  We 
have  gone  through  the  War  together." 
He  did  not  overrate  its  decisive  im- 
portance.   

Before  returning  to  Sherman — 
whom  we  left  at  Goldsboro',  facing 
Johnston,  who  was  at  Smithfield, 
north  of  him,  covering  Raleigh — ^we 
must  glance  at  an  effective  blow  dealt 
at  the  scanty  resources  remaining  to 
the  Confederacy  by  Thomas's  cavalry, 
dispatched,  under  Stoneman,  from 
East  Tennessee. 

Gen.  Stoneman,  after  his  return  to 
KnoxviUe  from  his  successful  Winter 
expedition  into  south-western  Vir- 
ginia, was  directed  ^  to  make  a  firesh 
advance  with  his  cavalry,  south-west- 
ward into  South  Carolina,  in  aid  of 
Sherman's  movement  through  that 
State.  Before  he  had  start^  how- 
ever, Sherman  had  made  such  pro- 
gress as  not  to  need  his  assistance ; 
80  Grant  directed  him  to  advance 
almost  eastward,  destroying  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee  raih-oad,  so 
nearly  to  Lynchburg  as  might  be. 
Moving  •  eastward  to  Boone,  N.  C, 
he  there  turned  northward  down  the 
valley  of  New  river  io  WytheviUe, 
Va. ;  whence  he  swept  down  the 
railroad,  disabling  it  almost  to  Lynch- 
burg ;  then  turning  nearly  south,  and 
striking  the  North  Carolina  railroad 
between  Danville  and  Greensboro' ; 
destroying  some  depots  of  supplies, 
and  taking  400  prisoners.  Evading 
Greensboro',  he  moved  thence  south- 
Tvestward  on  Salisbury — a  Eebel 
prison-camp — which  was  defended* 
at  Grant's  creek,  10  miles  out,  by 
3,000  Rebels  under  Gen.  W.  M.  Gar- 
diner, with  14  guns  directed  by  Col. 
(formerly  Lt-General)    Pemberton. 


This  force  was  charged  by  our 
cavalry,  and  instantly  routed :  all  its 
guns  being  taken,  with  1,364  priso- 
ners. The  remainder  were  chased 
several  miles  until  utterly  dispersed* 
Vast  magazines  of  ammunition  and 
d6p6ts  of  provisions,  clothing,  medi- 
cines, &c.,  were  found  in  Salisbury 
and  destroyed,  with  10,000  small 
arms,  4  cotton  factories,  7,000  bales 
of  cotton,  the  railroads,  &c.,  <fec. 
Afler  spending  two  days  in  this  work, 
Stoneman  returned  Uience  by  Sla- 
tersville,  K.  C,  to  Jonesboro',"  East 
Tennessee;  in  defiance  of  Sherman's 
urgent  orders  to  remain  in  North 
Carolina,  and  afford  him  that  aid 
which  his  weakness  in  cavalry  re- 
quired.   

Sherman  remained  quiescent  at 
Goldsboro',  reclothing  and  refitting 
his  army,  until  electrified"  by  the 
news  of  Grant's  successes  at  Five 
Forks,  with  the  resulting  captures  of 
Petersburg  and  Eichmond.  He  now 
impelled  a  determined  advance'* 
against  Johnston,  who,  with  40,000 
men,  still  lay  at  Smithfield ;  which 
was  entered,  at  10  a.  m.  next  day,  by 
our  14th  corps,  supported  by  the 
20th :  Johnston,  burning  the  bridge 
over  the  Neuse,  retreating  on  Raleigh 
without  a  struggle ;  and,  having  the 
use  of  the  railroad,  which  he  destroy- 
ed behind  him,  was  thus  able  to  keep 
out  of  the  way.  But  the  news  of 
Lee's  surrender,  here  received,  caused 
Sherman  to  drop  his  trains,  and  push 
on  through  Raleigh"  in  a  heavy 
rain ;  his  right  wing  following  John- 
ston's line  of  retreat  by  Hillsboro' 
toward  Greensboro',  while  his  left 
took  a  more  southerly  route  by  Pitts- 
boro'  and  Ashboro',  in  anticipation 
of  Johnston's  following  the  railroad 
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BOfnth'Westward  from  Greensborotigli 
to  Salisbury;  and  all  weie  pressing 
keenly  forward,  intent  on  a  battle  or 
a  capitulation  by  the  enemy,  when 
he  received  from  hia  ontposts  fte  fol- 
lowing overture : 

"  Hbadq^ks  m  THE  FiBLD,  April  14, 1865. 
"Mi^or-General  W.  T.  Shbrman,  Oommand- 
ing  UBited  States  Forces : 

"Gbneeal— The  results  of  the  recent 
campaigns  m  Virginia  have  changed  the  re- 
lative niilitar/  condition  of  the  belligerents. 
I  am  therefore  induced  to  address  you,  in 
this  form,  the  inquiry  whether,  in  order  to 
atop  the  farther  effusion  of  blood  and  de- 
vastation of  property,  you  are  willing  to 
make  a  temporary  suspension  of  active  op- 
erations, and  to  communicate  to  Lt.-Gen. 
Grant,  commanding  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  the  request  that  be  will  take  like 
action  in  regard  to  other  armies,  the  object 
being  to  permit  the  civil  authorities  to  enter 
into  the  needful  arrangements  to  terminate 
the  existing  war. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
•fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  E.  JoHVBTOir,  General" 

The  prompt  responae  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

•*  Hbadq^rs  Mn.  Drv.  or  the  Miss., 
In  the  FiB^;^,  Ralbiob, 
April  14, 1865 
'*  Gen.  J.  E.  Johnston,  Oommanding  Con- 
federate Army: 

**  GENinAi^—  I  have  Ms  moment  received 
your  commanication  of  this  date.  I  am 
fully  empowered  to  'arrange  with  you  any 
terms  for  the  suspension  of  farther  hostili- 
ties as  between  the  armies  commanded  by 
you  and  those  commanded  by  myself,  and 
will  be  willing  to  confer  with  you  to  that 
end.  I  will  limit  the  advance  of  my  main 
column  to-morrow  to  Morrisville,  and  the 
cavalry  to  the  University,  and  expect  that 
you  will  also  maintdn  the  present  position 
of  your  forces  until  each  has  notice  of  a 
failure  to  agree. 

*'  That  a  basis  of  action  may  be  had,  I 
tindertake  to  abide  by  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  as  were  made  by  Gens.  Grant 
and  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  on 
the  9th  instant,  relative  to  our  two  armies; 
and,  furthermore,  to  obtain  from  Gen.  Grant 
an  order  to  suspend  the  movements  of  any 
troops  from  the  direction  of  Virginia.  Gen. 
Stoneman  is  under  my  comm^id,  and  my 
order  will  suspend  any  devastation  or  de- 
struction contemplated  by  hiOL  I  will  add 
that  I  really  desire  to  save  the  people  of 


[iss.,      ) 

N.  C,  ^ 


Kordi  CaroBna  the  damages  they  would 
sustain  by  the  march  of  this  army  Uirough 
central  or  western  parts  of  the  State. 

"I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,        W.  T.  Sherman,  M^.-Gen.'' 

Our  forces  were  now  halted;  butno 

response  from  Jdmstosi  was  received 

next  day;  though  Maj,  McCoy,  of 

Sherman's  staff,  remained  with  Eil« 

palriek  in  the  advance  to  receive  one. 

Gten.  Sherman  had  already  written 

to  the  War  Department,  on  the  re* 

ceipt  of  Johnston's  ovortore : 

"  I  send  copies  of  a  cormspondenoe  begun 
with  Gen.  Johnston,  which  1  think  will  be 
followed  by  terms  of  capitulation.  I  will 
accept  the  same  terms  as  Gen.  Grant  gave 
Gen.  Lee,  and  be  careful  not  to  compKeate 
aay  points  of  civil  policy." 

Late  on  the  16th,  Gen.  Shaman 
received,  throi^h  Kilpatrick,  a  mes- 
sage from  Wade  Hampton,  stating 
that  Johnston  desired  a  meeting  at 
10  JL.  It  next  day  at  Ihirham's  sta- 
tion ;  which  was  prcmiptly  accorded ; 
Sherman  only  changing  the  time  to 
ISic 

The  meeting  took  place  according- 
ly ;  and  was  adjonmed  over  to  next 
day — Johnston  reqniring  and  urging 
conditions  of  general  pacification 
which  Shennan  felt  that  he  had  no 
power  to  guamntee.  Finally,  how- 
ever, at  the  second  meeting,  his  scru- 
ples were  overcome ;  and  he  was  pe^ 
suaded  to  sign  the  following 

Memorandum  or  Bans  of  Agreement 
"  Ist.  The  contending  armies  now  in  the 
field  to  maintmn  the  status  quo  until  no- 
tice is  given  by  the  commanding  General  of 
any  one  to  his  opponent,  and  reasonable 
time,  say  forty-eight  hours,  allowed. 

"  2d.  The  Oonfederate  armies  now  in  exr 
istence  to  be  disbanded  and  conducted  to 
their  several  State  capitals,  there  to  deposit 
their  arms  and  public  property  in  the  State 
arsend ;  and  each  officer  and  man  to  exe- 
cute and  file  an  agreement  to  cease  from 
acts  of  war,  and  to  abide  the  action  of  both 
State  and  Federal  authorities.  The  nnmber 
of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  be  reported 
to  the  chief  of  ordnance  at  Washingtun  6igr, 
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sabjeot  to  the  fhtnre  action  of  the  Oongress 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  mean  time 
to  be  osed  solely  to  maintain  peace  and  or- 
der within  the  borders  of  the  States  respec- 
tively. 

**  3d.  The  recognition,  by  the  Execntive 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  several  State 
Governments,  on  their  officers  and  Legisla- 
tures taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and,  when 
conflicting  State  Governments  have  resulted 
from  the  war,  the  legitimacy  of  all  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

*^  4th.  The  rSestablishment  of  all  Federal 
courts  in  the  several  States,  with  powers  as 
defined  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of 
Oongress. 

*^5th.  The  people  and  inhabitants  of  all 
States  to  be  guaranteed,  so  far  as  the  Execu- 
tive can,  their  political  rights  and  franchises, 
as  well  as  their  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty, as  defined  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  of  the  States  respectively. 

**6th.  The  executive  authority  or  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  not  to  disturb 
any  of  the  people,  by  reason  of  the  late  war, 
80  long  as  they  live  in  peace  and  quiet,  and 
abstain  from  acts  of  armed  hostility,  and 
obey  the  laws  in  existence  at  the  place  of 
their  residence. 

"  7th.  In  general  terms,  it  is  announced 
that  the  war  is  to  cease ;  a  general  amnesty, 
80  far  as  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
can  command,  on  condition  of  the  disband- 
ment  of  the  Confederate  armies,  the  distri- 
bution of  arms  and  the  resumption  of  peace- 
ftd  pursuits  by  officers  and  men  hitherto 
oomposing  said  armies.  Not  being  fuUy 
empowered  by  our  respective  principals  to 
fulfill  these  terms,  we  mdividually  and  offi- 
cially pledge  ourselves  to  promptly  obtain 
authority,  and  will  endeavor  to  carry  out 
the  above  programme. 

**W.  T.  Sherman,  M^.-General, 

**  CommandiiigArmy  of  the  U.  8.  In  North  CaroUna. 

"J.  E.  Johnston,  General. 
**  Ck>mmAndJng  Confederate  States  Army  in  North 
Ouolina." 

Oen.  V  Sherman  had  already  re- 
ceived'* with  horror  the  tidings  of 
President  Lincoln's  assassination ; 
but  he  had  not  adequately  realized 
the  effect  of  that  atfocions  deed  on 
the  temper  and  spirit  of  the  loyal 
millions  and  their  rulers.  This  state- 
ment is  made  in  explanation  simply. 
He  had  seen  Gen.  WeitzeFs  permis- 
sion to  the  Bebel  L^islatnre  of  Vir- 


ginia to  reassemble  at  Richmond ;  he 
was  not  aware  that  President  Lin- 
coln's authorization  of  it  had  been 
recalled  and  the  permission  annulled. 
And  he — ^neither  cherishing  nor  af- 
fecting decided  anti-Slavery  convic- 
tions— unquestionably  believed  and 
felt  that  his  arrangement  with  John- 
ston was  one  that  ought  to  be,  and 
probably  would  be,  accepted  at  Wash- 
ington ;  whither  he  immediately  dis- 
patched it  by  Maj.  Hitchcock,  of  his 
staff. 

He  had  very  gravely  miscalcula- 
ted. There  were  many  in  the  North 
who  had  deemed  Grant  quite  too 
generous  in  fixing  the  terms  of  Lee's 
capitulation ;  but  their  hesitating  ut- 
terances had  been  drowned  in  the 
general  burst  of  gladness  and  thanks- 
giving over  the  virtual  collapse  of  the 
Eebellion.  That  other  Eebel  chiefe 
— now  that  their  ablest  commander 
and  most  formidable  army  had  sur- 
rendered— should  exact  and  secure 
better  terms  than  were  accorded  to 
Lee,  was  not  imagined,  even  prior 
to  Lincoln's  assassination :  after  that 
hideous  crime,  the  bare  suggestion  of 
such  concession  seemed  intolerable. 
Hence,  when  his  agreement  reached** 
Washington,  it  was — in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  great  body  of  those  who  had 
heartily  sustained  the  Gbvemment 
through  the  War — ^rejected  by  the 
new  President  and  his  Cabinet,  with 
the  hearty  concurrence  of  Q^n.  Grant, 
for  reasons  uno£Scially,  but  by  au- 
thority, set  forth  as  follows : 

^  1st.  It  was  an  exercise  of  anthoritj  not 
vested  in  Gen.  Sherman,  and,  on  its  face, 
s^ws  that  both  he  and  Johnston  knew  that 
Gen.  Sherman  had  no  anthoritj  to  enter  into 
anj  snch  arrangements. 

"  2d.  It  was  a  practical  acknowledgment 
of  the  Bebel  Government. 


••  April  11 
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'^dd.  It  nndertook  to  r^stablish  Rebel 
State  governments  that  bad  been  over- 
thrown at  the  sacrifice  of  many  thousand 
lojal  lives  and  immense  treasure,  and  placed 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  in  the  hands  of 
Rebels  at  their  respective  capitals,  which 
might  be  used,  so  soon  as  the  armies  of  the 
United  States  were  disbanded,  and  used  to 
oonqner  and  subdue  loyal  States. 

"4th.  By  the  restoration  of  Rebel  au- 
thority .  in  their  respective  States,  thej 
would  be  enabled  to  reestablish  Slavery. 

"6th.  It  might  furnish  a  ground  of  re- 
qx)n8ibi]ity  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment to  pay  the  Rebel  debt,  and  cer- 
tainly subjects  loyal  citizens  of  Rebel  States 
to  debts  contracted  by  Rebels  in  the  name 
of  the  State. 

"  6th.  It  puts  in  dispute  the  existence  of 
loyal  State  governments,  and  the  new  State 
of  West  Virginia,  which  had  been  recog- 
nized by  every  department  of  the  United 
States  Government. 

"7th.  It  practically  abolished  confisca- 
tion laws,  and  relieved  Rebels  of  every  de- 
gree, who  had  slaughtered  our  people,  from 
all  pains  and  penalties  for  their  crimes. 

"8th.  It  gave  terms  that  had  been  delib- 
erately, repeatedly,  and  solemnly,  r^ected 
by  President  Lincoln,  and  better  terms  than 
the  Rebels  had  ever  asked  in  their  most 
prosperous  condition. 

"  9th.  It  formed  no  basis  of  true  and  last- 
ing peace,  but  relieved  Rebels  from  the  pres- 
ence of  our  victorious  armies,  and  left  them 
in  a  condition  to  renew  their  efforts  to  over- 
throw the  United  States  Government  and 
subdue  the  loyal  States  whenever  their 
strength  was  recruited  and  any  opportu- 
nity should  offer.*' 

Gen.  Grant  was  sent  poBt-haete  to 
Raleigh  to  announce  the  rejection  of 
the  Sherman-Johnston  programme, 
and  to  direct  an  inmiediate  and  gene- 
ral resumption  of  hostilities.  On 
reaching  Morehead  City/*  he  dis- 
patched the  decision  of  the  Govcth- 
ment  to  Sherman  at  Raleigh,  who 
instantly  transmitted  its  purport  to 
Johnston,  adding  a  notification  that 
the  truce  would  close  48  hours  after 
the  receipt  hereof  at  the  Rebel  lines, 
with  a  demand  that  Johnston's  army 
be  forthwith  surrendered  on  the  iden- 
tical terms  accorded  by  Grant  to  Lee. 
He  at  once  directed  his  subordinate 


commanders  to  be  ready  to  resmne 
the  offensive  at  noon  on  the  26th. 

Grant  reached  Raleigh  on  the  25th ; 
when  another  invitation  to  a  confer- 
ence was  received  from  Johnston  by 
Sherman,  who  referred  it  to  his  su- 
perior. Grant  declined  to  relieve 
Sheitean  from  command,  as  he  was 
authorized  to  do,  and  urged  him  to 
meet  Johnston  as  requested  ;  so  the 
26th  was  appointed  for  their  third 
and  final  interview ;  at  which  J<^- 
ston's  army  was  surrendered  on  the 
terms  already  accorded  to  Lee's.  The 
agreement  was  signed  by  Sherman 
and  Johnston,  but  indorsed, 
"Approved:  U.  S.  Grant,  Lient.-General :" 
and  thus  passed  out  of  existence  the 
second  army  of  the  Confederacy. 


The  surrender  to  Gen.  Canby  of 
Q^n.  Taylor's  Rebel  forces  in  Ala- 
bama was  effected  at  Citronelle,  May 
4,  as  the  result  of  n^otiations  com- 
menced April  19.  More  words  were 
used ;  but  the  terms  were  essentially 
the  same  as  had  been  accorded  to 
Lee  and  Johnston,  with  this  addi- 
tion: 

*' Transporta<aon  and  subsistence  to  be 
furnished  at  public  cost  for  the  officers  and 
men,  after  surrender,  to  the  nearest  practi- 
cable point  to  their  homes. ^' 

Com.  Farrand,  at  the  same  time 

and  on  the  same  terms,  surrendered 

to  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher  the  twelve 

Rebel    gunboats    blockaded  in  the 

Tombigbee    river,  with  20  ofBoers 

and  110  others. 


Mr.  Jeffersoif  Davis,  with  his  staff 
and  civilian  associates,  having  jour- 
neyed by  rail  from  Richmond  to  Dan- 
ville," he  there  halted,  and  set  up  his 
Government;  issuing  '*  thence  a  stii^ 
ring  prodamation,  designed  to  in- 


*  April  23. 
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spirit  the  Confederates  to  a  deter- 
mined proeecution  of  the  contest; 
saying: 

"  We  have  now  entered  npon  a  new  phase 
of  the  strngffle.  Believed  nrom  the  neces- 
glty  of  guarding  particular  points,  our  army 
will  be  free  to  move  from  point  to  point  to 
strike  the  enemy  in  detail  fat  from  his  base. 
Let  us  but  will  it,  and  we  are  free. 

"Animated  by  that  confidence  in  your 
spirit  and  fortitude  which  never  yet  failed 
me,  I  announce  to  you,  fellow-countrymen, 
that  it  is  my  purpose  to  maintain  your  cause 
with  my  whole  heart  and  soul ;  that  I  will 
never  consent  to  abandon  to  the  enemy  one 
foot  of  the  soil  of  any  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Confederacy.  That  Virginia— noble 
State — whose  ancient  renown  has  been 
eclipsed  by  her  still  more  glorious  recent 
history — whose  bosom  has  been  bared  to 
receive  the  main  shock  of  this  war — whose 
sons  and  daughters  have  exhibited  heroism 
•o  sublime  as  to  render  her  illustrious  in  all 
time  to  come— that  Virginia,  with  the  help 
of  the  people  and  by  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence, shall  be  held  and  defended,  and  no 
peace  ever  be  made  with  the  infamous  in- 
vaders of  her  territory. 

"I^  by  the  stress  of  numbers,  we  should 
ever  be  compelled  to  a  temporary  with- 
drawal from  her  limits,  or  those  of  any 
other  Border  Btate,  again  and  again  will  we 
return,  until  the  bafi9ed  and  exhausted 
enemy  shall  abandon  in  despair  his  endless 
and  impossible  task  of  makmg  slaves  of  a 
people  resolved  to  be  free. 

**  Let  us,  then,  not  despond,  my  country- 
men; but,  relying  on  God,  meet  the  foe 
with  fresh  defiance  and  with  unconquered 
and  unconquerable  h^rts. 

"Jbffbrbok  D1.VI8." 

He  waited  there  several  days,  in 
anxious  expectation  of  the  approach 
of  Lee,  or  at  least  of  tidings  that  he 
was  still  confronting  and  baffling  the 
Union  forces;  nntil  astounded**  by 
advices  of  his  surrender  at  Appo- 
mattox. The  Confederacy  thereupon 
took  to  wheels  again — there  being  no 
acceptable  altemative*— and  retreated 
by  rail  to  Greensboro',  N..  C,  where 
another  considerable  halt  was  made 
— ^the  days  and  nights  spent  mainly 
in  the  cars  by  President,  Cabinet, 
and  followers;  since  very  few  of  the 


citizens  saw  fit  to  throw  open  their 
houses  —  when  the  imminence  of 
Johnston's  surrender  compelled  an- 
other flitting** — ^this  time  in  wagons 
and  on  horseback:  the  railroad. hav- 
ing been  disabled  by  Stoneman — via 
Salisbury  to  Charlotte,  N.  C,  where 
its  foundering  ark  again  rested  for  a 
few  days;  and  where,  unlike  their 
fare  at  Greensboro',  the  falling  Pre- 
sident and  his  Cabinet  were  received 
with  consideration  and  hospitality-* 
until,  alarmed  by  the  reported  ap- 
proach of  Stoneman's  cavalry,  it  re- 
sumed its  flittings  southward,  via 
Yorkville  and  Abbeville,  S.  C;  being 
now  compdled  to  take  entirely  to 
horse,  and  escorted  by  2,000  cavalry, 
who,  as  well  as  the  Presidential  cor- 
tege, gradually  dwindled  by  the  way : 
thus  reaching"  Washington,  Ga., 
where  the  rapidly  dissolving  view  of 
a  Government  was  dispensed  with — 
most  of  the  Cabinet  itself  having  by 
this  time  abandoned  the  sinking  craft, 
leaving  Davis  attended  by  Beagan 
(late  Postmaster-General,  now  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  and  his 
military  staff;  and  the  remaining 
ftigitives,  with  a  small  but  select  es- 
cort of  mounted  men,  took  their  way 
southward :  perhaps  intent  on  joining 
Dick  Taylor  or  K3rby  Smith,  should 
either  or  both  be  still  belligerent,  or, 
at  the  worst,  hoping  to  make  their 
way  to  some  petty  port  on  the  coast, 
and  thence  out  of  the  country.  Mr. 
Davis  had  even  separated,  for  greater 
safety,  from  his  family;  but,  on  an 
alarm  of  peril  to  which  they  werrf 
said  to  be  exposed  from  a  conspiracy 
to  rob  them  of  the  gold  they  were 
supposed  to  be  carrying  off,  had  re- 
joined them  over  night;  when  his 
sylvan  encampment  nearlrwinsvillC) 


•April  10. 
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(ihL,  was  struck  "  by  Lt.-C!oL  Pritch- 
ard,  4th  Michigan  cavalry,  who,  upon 
advices  that  what  remained  of  the 
Bebellion  was  making  its  way  fur- 
tively southward  through  G^rgia, 
had  been  dispatched**  by  Gen.  Wil- 
son from  Macon  in  quest  of  him ;  as 
had  also  the  1st  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
Lt-CoL  Harden.  These  two  com- 
mands, moving  by  different  roads 
down  the  Ocmulgee,  Pritchard  at 
length  struck  the  trail  he  was  seeking, 
and  followed  it  to  the  encampment 
aforesaid ;  which  he  surprised  at  early 
dawn;  easily  taking  captive**  Mr. 
Davis,  his  wife,  her  sister,  and  his 
children;  but  being,  directly  there- 
after, involved  in  a  fight  with  the  1st 
Wisconsin,  which  was  closing  in  on 
the  quarry  from  another  quarter,  and 
—each  taking  the  other  for  enemies 
— ^the  two  commands  opened  a  re- 
ciprocal fire,  whereby  two  men  were 
killed  and  several  wounded  before 
the  mutud.  mistake  was  discovered. 
The  dead  were  borne  sadly  to  Abbe- 
ville, and  there  buried;  the  wounded, 
with  the  prisoners,  were  conveyed  to 


Macon,**  whence  Davis  was  taken, 
via  Savannah  and  the  ocean,  to  Fort- 
ress Monroe;  where  he  was  long 
closely  and  rigorously  imprisoned, 
while  his  family  were  returned  by 
water  to  Savannah  and  there  set  at 
liberty.  Secretary  Beagan — ^the  only 
person  of  consequence  captured  wili 
Davis — ^was  taken  to  Boston,  and 
confined,  with  Yice-President  Ste- 
phens (captured  about  this  time  also 
in  Georgia),  in  Fort  Warren ;  but 
each  was  liberated  on  parole  a  few 
months  thereafter. 


The  following  general  order  seem- 
ed for  a  time  to  menace  a  protracted, 
though  not  doubtful,  struggle  in 
Texas: 

^^Hbadq^rs  TBAT<re-Mi88i8flipPi  Dbp't.,  ) 

Shrbybpobt,  La.,  April  21,  '66.        f 

^'  Soldiers  of  the  trans- Mmiseippi  Army  : 

^'  The  crisis  of  onr  revolntioa  is  at  histd. 
Great  disasters  have  overtaken  ns.  The 
Army  of  Northern  Yir^ia  and  our  Com- 
mander-in-Ohief  are  prisoners  of  war.  WiUi 
yon  rest  the  hopes  of  onr  nation,  and  npoa 
yonr  action  dej^nds  the  fate  of  our  people. 
I  appeal  to  yon  in  the  name  of  the  cause  you 
have  so  heroicaUy  maintained — in  the  name 


"May  11.  "May  1 

•*With  regard  to  Davis's  alleged  attempt  to 
elude  his  ci^tors  in  female  guise,  the  following 
statement  by  Lt  0.  E.  L.  Stuart,  of  his  staff; 
probably  embodies  the  literal  truth : 

"  When  the  musketry-firing  was  heard  in  the 
morning,  at  'dim,  gray  dawn,'  it  was  supposed 
tobe  between  the  apprehended  [Rebel]  marauders 
and  Mrs.  Davis's  few  camp-defenders.  Under 
this  impression,  Mr.  Davis  hurriedly  put  on  his 
boots,  and  prepared  to  go  out  for  the  purpose 
of  interposing,  saying: 

"  *  They  will  at  least  as  yet  respect  me.' 

*^Ab  he  got  to  the  tent  door  thus  hastily 
equipped,  and  with  this  good  intention  of  pre- 
venting an  effusion  of  blood  by  an  appeal  in  the 
name  of  a  fkding  but  not  wholly  faded  authority, 
he  saw  a  few  cavalry  ride  up  the  road  and  de- 
ploy in  front 

** '  Ha,  Federals  V  was  his  ezdamation. 

"  '  Then  you  are  captured  I*  cried  Mrs.  Davis, 
withemotkm. 

'*  In  a  moment,  she  caught  an  idea— a  woman's 
idea — and,  as  quickly  as  women  in  an  emergency 
execute  their  designs,  it  was  done.    He  slept  in 


a  wrapper — a  loose  one.  It  was  yet  around 
him.  This  she  fastened,  ere  he  was  aware  of 
it,  and  then,  bidding  him  adieu,  urged  him  to  go 
to  the  spring,  a  short  distance  off;  where  ^ 
horses  and  arms  were.  Strange  as  it  may  seem, 
there  was  not  even  a  pistol  in  the  tent  Davia 
felt  that  his  only  course  was  to  reach  his  horse 
and  arms,  and  complied.  As  he  was  leaving 
the  door,  followed  by  a  servant  with  a  water- 
bucket,  Miss  MowqU  flwiQi  a  shawl  over  his  head. 
There  was  no  time  to  remove  it  without  exposure 
and  embarrassment;  and,  as  he  had  not  far  to 
go,  he  ran  the  chance  exactly  as  it  was  devised 
for  him.  In  these  two  articles,  consisted  the 
woman's  attire  of  which  so  mudi  nonsense  has 
been  spoken  and  written;  and,  under  these  dr^ 
cumstanoes  and  in  this  way  was  Jefferson  Davis 
going  forth  to  perfect  his  escape.  No  bonnet, 
no  gown,  no  petticoats,  no  crinoline— nothinff 
of  all  these.  And  ^i^iat  there  was,  happened 
to  be  excusablo  under  ordinary  droumstaooefl, 
and  perfectly  natural  as  things  were. 

"But  it  was  too  late  for  any  effort  to  readi 
his  horses ;  and  the  (confederate  Presidsnt  was 
at  last  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States."  *  May  13. 
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of  your  firesidefl  and  families,  so  dear  to  jon 
— ^in  the  name  of  yonr  bleeding  country, 
whose  ftitnre  is  in  your  hands.  Show  that 
yon  are  worthy  of  yonr  position  in  history. 
Prove  to  the  world  that  yonr  hearts  have 
not  failed  in  the  hour  of  disaster,  and  that, 
to  the  last  moment,  you  will  sustain  the 
holy  cause  which  has  been  so  gloriously 
battled  for  by  your  brethren  east  of  the 
Mississippi. 

^*  You  possess  the  means  of  long  resisting 
invasion ;  you  have  hopes  of  succor  from 
abroad.  Protract  the  struggle,  and  you 
will  surely  receive  the  aid  of  nations  who 
already  deeply  sympathize  with  you. 

"Stand  by  your  colors — maintain  your 
discipline  I     The  great  resources  of  this  de- 

Sartment,  its  vast  extent ;  the  numbers,  the 
iscipline,  and  the  eflficiency  of  the  army, 
will  secure  to  onr  country  terms  that  a 
proud  people  can  with  honor  accept,  and 
may,  under  the  providence  of  God,  be  the 
means  of  checking  the  triumph  of  onr  ene- 
my and  securing  the  final  success  of  our 
cause.  £.  Kibbt  Smith,  General.*' 

At  a  public  meetlDg  held  at 
Shreveport  on  the  receipt  of  news 
of  President  Lincoln's  assassination, 


there  were  military  men  found  base 
or  mad  enough  to  emit  over  that 
atrocity.  Their  countrymen  of  all 
parties  will  gladly  forget  their  names. 

The  last  actual  collision  *•  of  forces 
in  our  struggle  occurred"  on  theKio 
Grande.  Col.  Barrett  had  set  forth  " 
from  Brazos  Santiago  to  surprise  a 
Rebel  camp  at  Palmetto  Banche, 
some  15  miles  above,  and  had  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  and  burning  the 
camp ;  but,  lingering  to  secure 
horses,  he  was  overtaken  on  his  re- 
turn by  Oten.  J.  E.  Slaughter,  with  8 
guns  and  a  considerable  force,  and 
hunted  back  to  Brazos  with  a  loss  of 
80,  mainly  captured.  Slaughter's  loss 
was  trifling.      

Gen.  Sheridan  had  been  sent  to 
Kew  Orleans,  and  was  there  fitting 
out  a  formidable  expedition  for  the  re- 


*  Though  the  war  on  land  ceased,  and  the 
Confederate  flag  utterly  disappeared  fh>m  this 
continent  with  the  ooUapee  and  dispersion  of 
Kirhy  Smith's  command ;  it  was  yet  displayed  at 
sea  by  two  of  the  British-built,  British-armed, 
and  (mainly)  British  manned  cruisers  engaged 
in  the  spoliation  of  our  commerce ;  whereof  the 
powerful  iron-dad  Stonewall,  after  having  been 
for  some  time  watched  by  the  Niagara  and  the 
Sacramento  in  the  Spanish  port  of  FerroL  finally 
tan  across  to  Havana,  where  she  arrived  after 
the  fall  of  the  Confederacy,  and  was  taken  in 
diarge  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  who  prompUy 
banded  her  over,  May  28, 1866,  to  Rear- Admi- 
ral Godon,  who,  with  a  formidable  fleet,  had 
been  sent,  May  16,  to  cruise  among  the  West 
Indies  in  quest  of  her.  Admiral  Gkxlon  brought 
her  into  Hampton  Roads  June  12,  and  turned 
her  over  to  the  Navy  Department 

There  still  remaned  afloat  the  swift  steamer 
Shenandoah,  Capt  Waddell,  built  at  Glasgow  in 
1863,  and  which,  as  Uhe  Sea  King,*  put  to  sea 
fVom  London,  Oct  8,  1864,  in  spite  of  the  pro- 
tests of  our  functionaries;  having  cleared  for 
Bombay :  but  whidi  was  met  at  a  barren  islet  off 
Madeira,  Oct  17,  by  the  British  steamer  Laurel, 
from  Liverpool,  with  officers  aud  men,  neariy  all 
British,  who,  with  guns  and  munitiona,  were 
promptly  transferred  to  the  henceforth  Rebel 
corsair  Shenandoah,  which  at  once  engaged  in 


the  capture,  plunder,  and  destruction  of  our  mer* 
chantmen ;  in  due  time,  turning  up  at  Melbourne, 
Australia,  where  she  received  a  hearty  and  mu- 
nificent welcome.  Having  left  that  port,  Feb.  8, 
1866,  she  was  next  heard  of  in  the  North  Pa-/ 
cific,  the  Sea  of  Ochotsk,  and  northward  nearly 
to  Behring*s  straits,  where  she  raided  at  wiU 
among  our  defenseless  whalers,  of  which  she 
burned  25  and  bonded  4 — ^many  of  ^hem  after 
she  had  received  the  news  of  Lee's  and  John- 
ston's surrender  and  Davis's  capture.  FinaUy, 
having  been  assured  by  a  British  sea-captain 
that  the  Confederacy  was  no  more,  she  desisted, 
four  months  after  the  collapse,  fh>m  her  work 
of  destruction,  and  made  her  way  directly  to 
her  native  country;  anchoring  Nov.  6,  1866, 
in  the  Mersey ;  whence  Waddell  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  British  Minister,  surrendering  her 
in  due  form  to  the  British  Government;  by 
which  she  was  in  turn  tendered  to  ours,  and 
most  unwisely  accepted.  As  she  had  never  at- 
tempted  to  enter  a  Confederate  port,  nor  (so  far 
as  is  known)  any  other  than  British,  and  as  she 
had  never  been  manned  by  any  other  than  a 
(substantiaUy)  British  crew,  and  as  she  still 
stood,  up  to  a  very  late  day,  on  the  official 
registry  of  British  shipping  as  the  British  steam-/ 
ship  Sea  Eing^  she  ought  to  have  been  left  on 
the  hands  of  her  legitiiiiate  ownen. 
"  May  IS.  "  May  IL 
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oovery  of  Texas,  when  tbe  good  sense 
of  the  Bebel  rank  and  file  in  that 
State  saved  her  from  a  hopeless  and 
damaging  experience  of  the  hor- 
rors of  war.  While  the  chiefe  were 
still  making  preparations  for  a  des- 
*  perate  resistance,  their  hitherto  sub- 
missive followers  blnntlj  reftised  to 
be  thus  foolishly  samficed,  and,  dis- 
solving their  organizations,  they 
helped  themselves  to  whatever  they 
ooidd  seize  of  the  effects  of  the  death- 
stricken  Confederacy,  and  dispersed 
to  their  several  homes;  leaving  their 
officers  no  choice  but  to  make  the 
best  attainable  terms.  Before  Sheri- 
dan had  started,  therefore,  certain  of 
Smith's  staff  officers,  headed  by  Lt.- 
Gten.  8.  B.  Buckner,  made  their  way 
down  to  Baton  Eouge,  and  there 
concluded"  with  Gen.  Osterhaus, 
acting  for  Gen.  Canby,  a  capitulation 
substantially  identical  with  that  ac- 
corded by  Canby  to  Dick  Taylor; 
the  stipulation  for  "transportation 
and  subsistence^  inclusive.  This  re- 
quirement involved  the  Government 
in  very  moderate  expense.  The  great 
body  of  the  *  soldiers  of  the  trans- 
Mississippi  Army'  had  already  ap- 
propriated all  the  'subsistence  and 
transportation '  they  could  lay  their 
hands  on,  and  gone  their  several 
ways — ^profoundly  convinced  that 
rebellion,  with  overt  war  against  the 
authority  and  int^rity  of  the  Union, 
was  not  a  paying  business,  and  de- 
termined to  devote  their  time  and 
talents  henceforth  to  something  more 
profitable. 

Ere  this  surrender,  the  removal  •* 
by  Presidential  proclamation  of  re- 
strictions on  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  revolted  States,  the  release" 
CO  parole  of  all  prisoners  of  war  be- 


low the  rank  of  Col<md  who  would 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  the 
mustering  for  review  at  Washing- 
ton **  of  the  two  main  armies  of  the 
Bepublic,  gave  earnest  of  the  virtual 
termination  of  hostilities ;  which  was 
soon  afterward  formally  announced 
in  the  following  General  Order: 

"WahDbpabthbht,  Ai>j.-Osir's.  Offiob,  ) 
WAsmKOTOir,  D.  0.,  Jane  2,  1866.      ) 

^^SoldienoftKe  Armies  of  the  United  StaUs: 
"  By  your  patriotic  deyotion  to  your 
country  in  the  nour  of  danger  and  alarm, 
your  magnificent  fighting,  hravery,  and  en- 
durance, you  have  maintained  the  supre- 
macy of  the  Union  and  the  Constitution, 
overthrown  all  armed  opposition  to  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  and  of  the  proclama- 
tions forever  abolishing  Slavery — ^the  cause 
and  pretext  of  the  Rebellion — and  opened 
the  way  to  the  rightful  authorities  to  restore 
order  and  inaugurate  peace  on  a  permanent 
and  enduring  basis  on  every  foot  of  Ameri- 
can soiL  Tour  marches,  sieges,  and  battles^ 
in  distance,  duration,  resolution,  and  bril- 
liancy of  results,  dim  the  luster  of  tbe 
worid's  past  military  achievements,  and  will 
be  the  patriot's  precedent  in  defense  of  lib- 
erty and  right  in  all  time  to  come.  In  obe- 
dience to  your  country's  call,  you  left  your 
homes  and  families,  and  volunteered  in  her 
defense.  Victory  has  crowned  your  valor, 
and  secured  the  purpose  of  your  patriotic 
hearts;  and,  with  the  gratitude  of  your 
countrymen  and  the  highest  honors  a  great 
and  free  nation  can  accord,  you  will  soon  be 
permitted  to  return  to  your  homes  and  fami- 
lies, conscious  of  having  discharged  the 
highest  duty  of  American  citizens.  To 
achieve  these  glorious  triumphs  and  secure 
to  yourselves,  your  fellow-countrymen^  and 
posterity,  the  blessings  of  free  institutions, 
tens  of  thousands  of  your  gallant  comrades 
have  fallen  and  sealed  the  priceless  legacy 
with  their  blood.  The  graves  of  these  a 
grateful  nation  bedews  with  tears,  honors 
their  memories,  and  will  ever  cherish  and 
support  their  stricken  families. 

"U.  S.  Gbant,  Lt-General." 

The  wholesale  discharge  of  Kebel 
prisoners  of  war — to  whom  was  ac- 
corded transportation  to  their  respec- 
tive homes — was  directed  by  an  order 
from  the  Adjutant-General's  oflSce, 
dated  May  6th.     The  number  actu- 
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ally  released,  after  the  cloee  of  hos- 
tilitieB,  was  63,442 ;  while  the  num- 
ber surrendered  and  paroled  in  the 
several  Rebel  armies  was  1Y4,228. 
Among  these  were  many  regiments 
mustering  from  11  up  to  65  men ;  10 
raiments  consolidated  that  mustered 
but  238 ;  8  regiments  of  Texans  re- 
duced from  10,000  to  456  in  all ;  one 
regiment  having  40  left,  out  of  its 
original  1,200.  It  is  doubtful  that 
all  the  effective  Bebels  in  arms  on 
the  morning  of  Lee's  surrender  were 
equal  to  100  full  veteran  regiments 
of  IjOOO  men  each ;  while  the  Union 
muster-rolls  had  shown,  on  the  1st 
of  March,  an  aggregate  force  of 
965,591  men ;  whereof  602,593  were 
"present  for  duty,"  beside  132,538 
"on   detached    service" — ^that    fatal 


subtraction  fit>m  the  efficiency  of  ar- 
mies. Of  the  residue,  no  less  than 
1Y9,047  were  either  in  hospitals  or 
absent  on  sick  leave;  31,695  were 
either  on  furlough  or  prisoners  of 
war,  and  19,683  absent  ^^toithovi 
leave."  By  August  7,  no  less  than 
640,806  had  been  mustered  out  of 
service :  and  this  aggr^ate  was  in- 
creased by  Oct.  15  to  785,205.  Thus 
rapidly,  as  well  as  peacefully  and 
joyously,  were  the  mightiest  hosts 
ever  called  to  the  field  by  a  republic 
restored  to  the  tranquil  paths  of  in- 
dustry and  thrift,  melting  back  by 
regiments  into  quiet  citizenship,  with 
nothing  to  distinguish  them  from 
others  but  the  proud  consciousness  of 
having  served  and  saved  their  coun- 
tiy. 


APPENDED   NOTES. 


Thb  whole  number  of  men  from  time  to  time 

called  into  the  National  servloe  during  the  War 

was  2,688,623 ;  enlisted  as  follows: 

For  three  months 191,986 

For  six  months 19,076 

Forntne  months 8T,S66 

Foroneyear 894,969 

For  two  years 48wll8 

For  three  years 1,960,799 

For  four  years 1 ,040 

As  many  of  these  were  mustered  in  twice, 
and  some  thrice,  while  hundreds  of  thousands 
deserted  who  were  neyer  under  fire,  it  is  proba- 
Ue  that  not  more  than  1,600,000  efl^ctive^  par- 
tioipated  in  suppressing  the  Rebellion.  The  to- 
tal population  whence  these  were  drawn,  includ- 
ing the  available  portion  of  the  Southern  Blacks, 
can  not  be  computed  higher  than  25,000,000: 
so,  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  entire  male  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States  who  were  not  Rebels 
must  have  aotlvelj  participated  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Rebellion. 

Of  ihe  1,600,000  who  fought  on  our  side^ 
56,000  feU  dead  on  the  field,  and  35,000  more  are 
recorded  as  dying  in  hospital  of  wounds;  while 
184,000  perished  there  by  disease.  It  is  proba- 
ble f{iat  enough  more  died  after  their  discharge, 


of  diseases  or  infirmities  contracted  in  the  ser- 
vice, to  swell  our  aggregate  loss  by  the  War 
from  280,420  to  300,000.  Of  our  Whites  en- 
listed, (me-tenth  died  in  the  service;  of  the 
180,000  Blacks,  29,298  died,  or  nearly  one  in 
six.  Of  these,  eight  in  every  nine  died  in  hos- 
pital; proving  the  Blacks  either  less  hardy  than 
Whites,  or  their  exposure  far  greater.  Proba- 
bly, their  employment  to  garrison  posts  in  the 
South-West,  specially  subject  to  miasmatic  infla- 
ences,  may  have  enlarged  their  bills  of  mortality ; 
but  the  comparative  idleness  of  garrison  life  often 
proves  more  fatal  than  the  exposures  and  hard- 
ships of  active  campaigning.' 

If  we  may  presume  the  losses  of  the  RebeLs 
equal  to  those  of  the  Unionists  (and  the  per- 
centage of  mortality  among  their  wounded  was 
probably  greater,  because  of  their  inferior  hos- 
pital service  and  sanitary  arrangements),  the  ac- 
tual aggregate  loss  of  life  because  of  the  War  is 
swelled  to  600,000.  Add  400,000  crippled  or 
permanently  disabled  by  disease,  and  tiie  total 
subtraction  fh>m  the  productive  force  of  oor 
country  because  of  the  Rebellion  reaohes  the 
stupendous  aggregate  of  1,000,000  ] 
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Though  the  War  for  the  Union  doubtless  ex- 
posed the  upholders  of  the  National  Cause  to 
extraordmary  hardships  and  sufferings^  because 
of  the  densely  wooded  and  sparsely  peopled  re- 
gions over  whioh  they  generally  marched  and 
fought,  traversed  only  by  roads  of  an  intensity 
of  badness  utterly  inconceivable  by  readers  of 
European  experience  only,  and  often  submerged 
by  the  overflow  of  the  neighboring  streams  and 
iwamps,  it  would  be  black  ingratitude  to  leave 
unnotloed  the  mitigations  of  those  hardships 
through  the  systematic,  gigantic  efforts  of  patri-i 
otic  generosity.  Of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  who 
fought  for  the  Union,  all  but  an  inconsiderable 
firaction  were  volunteers;  and  few  of  these  were 
mustered  into  service  without  having  received  a 
bounty,  varying  from  $100  up  to  $1,200  each,  but 
usually  between  $300  and  $800,  fVom  his  stay- 
at-home  neighbors.  Many  of  these,  as  well  as 
some  others,  were  further  assured  that  their 
Cunilies  should  be  shielded  from  absolute  want 
in  their  absence  by  a  municipal  or  volunteered 
weekly  stipend;  and  these  pledges  were  almost 
uniformly  redeemed.  It  must  be  within  the 
truth  to  estunate  the  aggregate  thus  disbursed 
at  $200,000,000  paid  directly  as  bounties  and 
$100,000,000  more  devoted  to  subsisting  the 
families  of  soldiers,  living  or  dead,  in  grateful 
though  partial  requiUd  of  their  heroic  patriotism. 

But  soldiers  in  the  field,  still  more  in  the  hos- 
pital, sorely  need  comforts  and  delicacies  which 
no  Government  does  or  can  provide ;  and  these 
were  supplied  to  our  armies,  but  especially  to 
their  sick  and  wounded,  in  a  profusion  and  with 
a  regularity  wholly  unprecedented. 

The  Sanitary  Ck>mmission  and  theChristianCom- 
mission  were  chief  among  the  agencies  whereby 
the  willing  heart  of  the  Nation  went  forth  to  suc- 
cor and  save  her  sons  writhing  in  agony  on  the 
battle-field  or  tossing  on  beds  of  pain  in  field  or 
camp  hospitals.  A  singlO'Fair,  held  in  New  York 
(3ty  in  aid  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  realized 
— mainly  through  the  gifts  of  her  merchants  and 
other  citizens — ^no  less  than  $1,361,276,  whereof 
$1,181,606  was  dear  income.  Philadelphia^  Bos- 
Uya,  Baltimore,  Chicago^  Pittsburg,  Albany,  and 
most  other  cities,  held  similar  fairs  with  corre- 
sponding results :  the  aggregate  of  contributions 
received  and  disbursed  through  this  channel 
amounting  to  about  $6,000,000  in  cash  and 
$9,000,000  in  supplies.  Those  of  the  Christian 
Commission  amounted  to  $4,600,000.  And  these 
are  but  samples  of  a  work  which,  beginning 
with  a  subscription  m  April  and  May,  1861,  of 
$179,600  in  New  York  to  Ibnn  a  "Union  De- 


fense Fund**  for  the  equipment  and  subsistenoe 
of  Volunteers,  was  maintained  with  unflagging 
spirit  to  the  dose  of  the  struggle — Com.  Tan- 
derbDt's  magnificent  present  of  the  noble  steam- 
ship Yanderbilt,  valued  at  $1,000,000,  being  the 
largest  individual  offering;  but  many  a  poor 
widow  or  girl  doing  as  much,  in  proportion  to 
her  scanty  resources.  The  Union  Befreshmoit 
Saloons,  wherein  Philadelphia  was  honoral^ 
conspicuous,  for  the  supply  of  free  meals,  baths, 
Jbc,  to  each  passing  regiment  and  soldier,  and 
the  State  Relief  agendes,  whereby  the  "  boys  in 
blue  "  were  sheltered,  lodged,  and  fed,  in  every 
great  dty,  on  their  way  to  or  from  the  seat  of 
War,  were  among  the  most  judidous  of  the  many 
arrangements  to  mitigate  the  inevitable  hard- 
ships of  the  Boldier^s  lot  Yery  rardy  had  the 
thunders  of  battle  been  stilled  ere  the  agents  and 
ambulances  of  the  Sanitary  and  Christian  Com- 
missions were  at  hand,  with  bounteous  provi- 
sion of  ice,  stimulants,  delicades,  Aa,  for  the 
wounded ;  while  every  hospital  and  camp  was 
irradiated  by  their  active  presence  and  activity. 
That  thousands  of  predoua  lives  were  thus 
saved,  and  the  anguish  of  tens  of  thousands 
soothed  and  mitigated,  is  well  known;  but  the 
sources  of  these  rivers  of  beneficenoe  were  in 
the  far  distant  rural  neighborhoods,  where  a  few 
women  and  girls  gathered  weekly  to  spend  some 
hours  in  preparing  lint,  dothing,  preserves,  eor^ 
dials,  &a,  Ac,  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  oar 
soldiera  in  the  field.  It  would  be  quite  within 
the  truth  to  estimate  the  aggregate  vakie  of 
free-will  offerings  in  aid  of  the  National  cause 
at  Five  Hundred  Millions  of  Ddlars—^qual  to 
$100  for  each  family  inhabiting  the  loyal  States 
of  the  Union. 

Nor  would  our  survey  of  the  great  straggle 
be  complete  without  a  recognition  of  the  ftot 
that  the  spirit  evinoed  by  the  women  of  tbe 
South,  while  even  more  intense  and  vehement 
prompted  them  to  efforts  and  sacrifloea  eqaaOj 
practical  and  beneficent.  Their  means  were 
lunited,  and  they  unaoonstomed  to  persistenl 
labor;  but  they  gave  to  their  farodiera  and 
sons,  in  fidd  and  hosinta],  evexj  aoiaoe  for 
thdr  hardships  and  sufferings  windi  aflMioD 
oould  devise  and  unwearying  devotkm  pro- 
vide. True,  tiiey  did  not  (as  had  often  been 
threatened)  seize  the  arms  that  dro|^>ed  from 
the  hands  of  their  vanquished  kinsmen  and 
renew  the  strife;  but  they  did  whatever  tfaej 
ooold  to  mitigate  ^e  hardships  of  the  sol- 
dier's lot  and  insure  the  triam|^  of  the  Bebd* 
lion. 
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III. 


Tbi  treatment  and  ezobange  ci  prisoners  dur- 
ing our  great  struggle  deserves  a  fuller  eluoida- 
tioD  than  is  given  in  the  preceding  pages,  or 
than  I  am  enabled  as  jret  to  proffer.  Each  bel- 
ligerent yehementlj  charged  the  other  with  vio- 
lating the  cartel  which,  at  an  earljr  stage  of  the 
war,  provided  for  reg^ular  and  prompt  exchanges 
at  Bichmond  in  th%  East  and  at  Yicksburg  in  the 
West,  and  at  these  points  only.  The  Confeder- 
ates never  admitted  that  Negroes  came  within 
the  purview  of  this  arrangement;  and  this  of 
itself  must  have  incited  a  serious  collision.  Hav- 
ing enrolled  and  called  out  Blacks  as  well  as 
Whites  for  its  defense,  our  Government  could 
not  recognize  the  right  of  the  Confederates  to 
treat  our  Black  soldiers  as  fugitives  from  slavery 
— ^which  some  of  them  were,  while  others  were 
not  Judicial  proceedings  under  State  law  in 
Virginia  in  1866  established  beyond  question  the 
fact  that  at  least  one  Black  Union  soldier,  bom 
free  in  Ohio  and  regularly  enlisted  into  the  Na- 
tional service,  having  been  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Bebels,  was  sold  into  slavery  in  Virginia,  and 
held  as  a  slave  till  months  after  the  collapse  of 
the  Bebellion ;  when,  having  resisted  and  killed 
his  'master,*  he  was  arraigned,  tried,  and  exe- 
cuted therefor.  And,  while  it  is  unquestionable 
that  the  Confederate  authorities  were  more  than 
willing,  were  even  anxious,  to  effect  a  general 
exchange  of  prisoners  during  the  last  year  of  the 
contest,  I  lack  proof  that  they  ever  offered  to 
produce  and  hand  over  the  Blacks  whom  they 
had  captured  and  treated  as  culprits  and  fhgi- 
tives  rather  than  as  soldiers. 

When,  in  1863,  Gen.  Lee  had  crossed  the  Po- 
tomao  and  was  advancing  into  Pennsylvania,  an 
order  was  issued  on  our  side  that  such  Union 
soldiers  as  he  might  capture  should  not  giye  pa- 
roles, thereby  relieving  the  enemy  of  the  burden 
of  guarding  and  depriving  us  of  the  chance  of 
recapturing  them.  It  was  added  that  paroles 
■o  given  would  not  be  deemed  valid  on  our  side. 
The  fortunes  of  war  having,  soon  after,  given  us 
many  thousands  of  prisoners,  the  Eebel  authori- 
ties regarded  the  above  order  as  justifying  them 
Id  repudiating  the  paroles  given  by  their  soldiers 
captured  at  Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson ;  and  it 
was  charged  that  thousands  of  those  soldiers, 
•tiU  unexchanged,  were  foond  fighting  again  in 
the  Ocmfederate  ranks  at  Chickamauga.  Hence 
pardeB  fell  into  discredit  and  disuse  not  long 
alter  exchanges  had  been  discontinued. 

That  our  War  Department  regarded  this  with 
oompliiCBnffy  is  iDtrinsically  probable.    Every 


Confederate  soldier  was  oonsoripted  to  fight  to 
the  end ;  and,  being  released  from  captivity,  was 
at  once  returned  to  the  ranks ;  while  our  men, 
being  exchanged,  were  often  found  to  have 
served  out  their  term  of  enlistment,  or,  at  aU 
events,  to  be  so  near  its  end  that  it  was  not  ad- 
visable to  return  them  to  their  respective  regi- 
ments. Thus,  an  exchange  of  twenty  thousand 
men  on  either  side  would  add  far  more  to  both 
the  positive  and  the  relative  strength  of  the  Con- 
federate than  of  the  Union  armies.  Hence,  the 
Rebel  authorities  became  at  last  by  far  the  more 
anxious  to  effect  a  general  exchange ;  and  it  is 
alleged  that  they  at  one  time  offered  to  parole 
and  release  generally  our  men  in  their  hands,  re- 
quiring only  a  pledge  that  they  should  be  put 
to  no  military  use  imtil  regularly  exchanged.  It 
is  not  stated,  however,  that  the  Blacks  were  in- 
cluded in  this  offer,  especially  those  whom  they 
had  sold  into  slavery. 

Prisoners  of  war  are  apt  to  complain  of  harsh 
treatment)  and  not  without  reason ;  and  such 
complaint  was  made  by  Rebel  prisoners  against 
our  officers  who  held  them  in  custody,  especially 
at  *  Camp  Douglas '  (Chicago),  and  on  Rock  Isl- 
and, in  the  Mississippi — the  former  having  been 
the  focus  of  repeated  conspiracies  to  overpower 
their  guards,  break  out,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
secret  allies  outside,  cut  their  way  back  to  the 
Confederacy,  liberating  other  prisoners  by  the 
way.  In  Missouri,  Gen.  John  McNeil  was 
charged  with  cruelty  in  shooting  ten  prisoners 
(bushwhackers),  in  retaliation  for  the  secret  tak- 
ing off  of  one  Unionist,  who  suddenly  disap- 
peared. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  treatment  of  Union 
prisoners  by  the  Confederates^  in  the  matter  of 
food  and  shelter,  was  quite  generally  and  un- 
reasonably harsh.  The  Rebel  soldiers,  save  in 
their  fltf\il  butchery  of  Blades,  deserve  no  part 
of  this  reproach.  White  captives  were  usually 
treated  by  them  considerately,  and  even  chival- 
rously. But  the  Rebels'  prison-camps  were 
mainly  and  inexcusably  devoid  of  the  comforts 
to  which  even  captives  are  justly  entitled.  It 
was  scarcely  their  fault  that  their  prisoners 
were  coarsely  and  scantily  fed  during  the  last 
year  or  more  wherein  their  armies  were  on 
half  rations,  and  when  no  one  willingly  gave 
grain  or  meat  for  their  currency ;  but  they  at  no 
time  lacked  either  eligible  sites  or  timber;  and 
there  is  no  excuse  for  their  ftulure  to  provide  am- 
ple and  commodious  shelter,  with  abundance  of 
pore  water  and  ftiel;  so  that  the  horrors  of  An- 
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deraoiiTille  and  manj  a  subordinate  bat  kindred 
€k>]gotha  are  utterly  without  excuse.  Here, 
mainly  unsheltered  from  drenching  rain,  or  tor^ 
rid  fun,  or  chilling  night-dews,  thousands  of  our 
oaptive  brothers  were  huddled  in  an  open  stodc- 
ade  surrounded  by  woods,  dying  constantly  and 
rapidly  of  diseases  engendered  by  priyatiim,  ex- 
posure, filth,  and  vermin,  when  th^  might  have 
lived  to  return  to  their  friends  if  treated  with 
common  humanly.     The  returas  kept  in  our 


War  ]>epartment  show  that  230,000  Bebels  in  all 
were  captured  by  our  armies  during  the  War,  of 
whom  26,436  died  of  wounds  or  of  disease  dur- 
ing their  captiyity;  while  of  our  men  but  126,940 
are  there  recorded  as  Oi^ytured,  of  whom  22,676 
died  wh^e  prisoners.  These  latter  numbers  are 
of  course  fiir  too  low.  Probably  ihe  aggregate 
of  Union  soldiers  captured  was  little  less  than 
200,000,  of  whom  those  who  died  in  capti?ify 
can  hardly  have  fallen  short  of  40,000. 


IV. 


The  sulDJect  of  Reconstruction  (or  Restoration) 
being,  so  for  as  possible,  purposely  ayoided  in 
this  work,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  embody  herein 
only  that  one  among  the  many  terse  avowals  of 
eentimeDt  by  Mr.  Johnson,  directly  after  his  ac- 
cession to  the  Presidency,  which  relates  mainly 
to  the  Rebellion  and  the  War.  Being  waited  on 
and  addressed,  when  such  visits  were  in  vogue, 
by  a  delegation  of  citizens  of  New  Hampshire 
spjouming  or  casually  in  Washington,  the  new 
President  said: 

*'I  have  now,  as  always,  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
nlthnate  triumph  of  justice  and  right;  and  I  shall 
seek  the  inspiration  and  guidance  of  this  fruth, 
in  the  assured  belief 'that  the  present  struggle 
will  result  in  the  permanent  establishment  of 
our  Government,  a|^  in  making  us  a  free,  united, 
and  happy  people.  This  Government  is  now 
passing  through  a  fiery  and,  let  us  hope,  its  last 
ordeal^one  that  will  test  its  powers  of  endur- 
ance, and  determine  whether  it  can  do  what  its 
enemies  have  denied — suppress  and  punish  trea- 
son. This  is  the  trial  through  which  we  are 
now  passing ;  and,  if  we  are  true  to  oiu^elves 
and  the  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution 
was  framed,  who  can  doubt  that  the  Government 
will  settle  down  upon  a  more  enduring  basis 
than  its  friends  have  dared  to  hope  for  it? 

"In  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the  grave 
duties  before  me,  it  has  been  suggested,  and 
even  urged,  by  friends  whose  good  opinions  I 
value,  and  whose  judgment  I  respect,  that  I 
shall  foreshadow  the  policy  that  would  guide 
me,  in  some  formal  public  manifesto.  But  who 
could  have  foretold  the  events  of  the  past  four 
years?  Who  was  wise  enough  to  indicate,  be- 
fbrehand,  a  line  of  policv  adapted  to  all  the 
changing  emergencies  of  that  period?  It  is  not 
in  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  man  to  prescribe 
a  course  of  action  in  advance  for  such  disturbed 
and  perilous  conditions  as  now  distract  public 
affkirs.  I  believe  I  may  say  that  my  past  life  is 
known  to  the  country,  especially  that  part  con- 
nected with  the  Rebellion.  The  country  must 
accept,  then,  my  past  course  as  an  index  of  what 
my  future  will  be.  I  thhik  the  people  under- 
stand and  ^predate  my  position. 


"I  know  it  is  easy,  gentlemen,  for  any  one  who 
is  so  disposed,  to  acquire  a  reputation  for  ctaa- 
ency  and  mercy.  But  the  public  good  impera- 
tively requires  a  just  discrimination  in  the  exer- 
cise of  these  qualities.  What  is  clemency  ?  What 
is  mercy?  It  may  be  considered  merciftil  to  re- 
lieve an  individual  from  pain  and  suffering;  but 
to  relieve  one  from  the  penalty  of  crime  may  be 
productive  of  national  disaster.  The  American 
people  must  be  taught  to  know  and  understand 
that  treason  is  a  crime.  Arson  and  murder  are 
crimes,  the  punishment  of  which  is  the  lose  of 
liberty  and  life.  If,  then,  it  is  right  in  tlie  sig^t 
of  (jk>d  to  take  away  human  life  for  such  crimes, 
what  punishment,  let  me  ask  you,  should  be 
inflicted  upon  him  who  is  guilty  of  the  atro- 
cious crime  of  assassinating  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  a  great  people?  I  am  sure  there  is 
no  one  present  who  has  not  the  answer  ready 
upon  his  lipsl  Him  whom  we  loyed  has  be^i 
removed  (torn  our  midst  by  the  hand  of  a  rutii- 
less  assassin,  and  his  blessed  spirit  has  gone  to 
that  bourne  whence  no  traveler  returns.  If 
his  murderer  should  sufibr  the  severest  penalty 
known  to  the  law,  what  punishment  should  he 
inflicted  upon  the  assassins  who  have  raised  their 
daggers  against  the  life  of  a  nation — against  the 
life  and  happiness  of  thirty  millions  of  pec^? 
Treason  is  a  crime,  and  must  be  punished  as  a 
crime.  It  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  mere  dif- 
ference of  political  opinion.  It  must  not  be  ex- 
cused as  an  unsucoessfrd  rebellion,  to  be  over- 
looked and  forgiven.  It  is  a  crime  before  whidi 
all  other  crimes  sink  into  insignificance;  and,  in 
saying  this,  it  must  not  be  considered  that  I  am 
influenced  by  angry  or  revengeftd  feelings. 

"  Of  course,  a  careful  discrimination  must  be  olv 
served ;  for  thousands  have  been  involved  in  this 
rebellion,  who  are  only  technically  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  treason.  They  have  been  deluded  and 
deceived,  and  have  been  made  the  victims  of  more 
intelligent,  artful,  and  designing  men — the  insd* 
gators  of  this  monstrous  rebellion.  The  number 
of  this  latter  class  is  comparatively  smalL  The 
former  may  stand  acquitted  of  the  crime  of  trea- 
son— ^the  latter  never;  the  full  penalty  of  ihek 
crimes  should  be  visited  upon  them.  To  tiie 
others  I  would  accord  amnesty,  leniency,  and 
merqy." 
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Thb  &ct  that  l£i\j.-Ge]L  Fitz  John  Porter  was 
arraigned  and  tried  before  a  Oourt-ICartial  on  a 
charge  of  oulpaUe  diaobedienoe  to  the  orders  of 
Gen.  Pope  during  the  desperate  and  ultimately 
disastrous  struggle  around  Qainesville  ('second 
Bull  Bun^X  though  quite  notorious,  is  not  stated 
in  the  foregoing  text  Though  his  impressions 
are  unfavorable  to  Gen.  PorteHs  conduct  in  that 
emergency,  the  author  has  not  been  able  to 
give  his  case  such  a  searching  examination  as 
would  justify  him  in  pronouncing  a  final  judgw 
ment  thereon.  That  Gen.  P.  was  so  intense  a 
partisan  of  ITdeUan,  and  so  offended  at  the  vir- 
tual transfer  of  his  army  to  Pope,  that  he  cher- 
ished feelings  and  used  language  during  that 
osmpaign  incompatible  with  thorough  loyalty  to 
his  commander,  is  scarcely  denied ;  but  good  sol- 
diers, who  were  with  him  throughout,  testified 
on  his  trial  that  his  acts  were  unexceptionable. 
The  court,  however,  decided  otherwise.  The 
following  dispatch  from  Gen.  Pope,  written  the 
second  morning  after  his  defeat  at  Gkdnesville^ 
refers  unquestionably  to  Porter  as  *one  com- 
mander of  a  corps,^  and  is  here  given  only  as 
proving  Gen.  Pope's  convictions  as  to  the  causes 
of  his  disaster: 

"  Centbrvillb,  Sept  1 — 8:60  A.  M. 
'^Major-General  Halleok,  General-in-Chief: 

'^AU  was  quiet  yesterday,  and  so  far  this 
morning.  My  men  all  resting.  They  need  it 
much.  Forage  for  our  horses  is  being  brought 
up.  Our  cavalry  is  completely  broken  down,  so 
that  there  are  not  five  horses  to  a  company  that 
can  raise  a  trot.  The  consequence  is,  that  I  am 
forced  to  keep  considerable  infantry  along  the 
roads  in  my  rear  to  make  them  secure;  and  even 
then  it  is  difficult  to  keep  the  enemy's  cavalry 
off  the  roads.  I  shall  attack  again  to-morrow  if 
I  can ;  the  next  day  certainly. 

"I  think  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  unsoldierly  and  dangerous  conduct  of  many 
brigade  and  some  division  commanders  of  the 
forces  sent  here  from  the  Peninsula.  Every 
word  and  act  and  intention  is  discouraging, 
and  calculated  to  break  down  the  spirits  of  the 
men,  and  to  produce  disaster.  One  commander 
of  a  corps,  who  wy  ordered  lo  march  from 


JnnotiQa  to  Join  me  near  GroTetoo. 
although  he  was  onlv  five  miles  distant,  failea 
to  get  up  at  all;  and,  worse  still,  fell  back  to 
Mimaesas  without  a  fight,  and  in  plain  hearing^ 
at  less  than  three  miles'  distance,  of  a  furions 
battlei  which  raged  all  day.  It  was  only  hi  con- 
sequence of  peremptory  orders  that  he  joined  me 
next  day.  One  of  his  brigades,  the  brigadier- 
general  of  which  professed  to  be  looking  for  his 
diviffion,  absolutely  remained  all  day  at  Center- 
viUe,  in  plain  view  of  the  battle,  and  made  no  at- 
tempt to  join.  What  renders  the  whole  matter 
worse,  these  are  both  officers  of  the  regular 
army,  who  do  not  hold  back  fh>m  ignorance  or 
fear.  Their  constant  talk,  indulged  in  publicly  and 
in  promiscuous  company,  is,  that  'the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  will  not  fight,'  that  they  are  de- 
moralized by  wiUidrawd  from  the  Peninsula^ 
&C.  When  such  example  is  set  by  officers  of 
high  rank,  the  influence  is  very  bad  among  those 
in  subordinate  stations. 

"You  have  hardly  an  idea  of  the  demoraliza- ' 
tion  among  officers  of  high  rank  in  the  Potomac 
Army,  arising  in  all  instances  from  personal  feel- 
ing in  relation  to  changes  of  commander-in-chief 
and  others.  These  men  are  mere  tools  or  para- 
sites; but  their  example  is  producing,  and  must 
necessarily  produce,  very  disastrous  results.  You 
should  know  these  things,  as  you  alone  can  stop 
it  Its  source  is  beyond  my  reach,  though  its 
efi'ects  are  very  perceptible  and  very  dangerous. 
I  am  endeavoring  to  do  all  I  can,  and  wUl  most 
assuredly  put  tliem  where  they  shall  fight  or 
run  away.  My  advice  to  you  (I  give  it  with 
freedom,  as  I  know  you  will  not  misunderstand 
it)  is,  that  in  view  of  any  satisfactory  results, 
you  draw  back  this  army  to  the  intrenchments 
in  front  of  Washington,  and  set  to  work  in  that 
secure  place  to  reorganize  and  rearrange  it  You 
may  avoid  great  disaster  by  doing  sa  I  do  not 
consider  the  matter  except  in  a  purely  military 
light ;  and  it  is  bad  enough  and  great  enough 
to  make  some  action  very  necessary.  Where 
there  is  no  heart  in  Uieir  leaders,  and  eveiy 
disposition  to  hang  back,  much  cannot  be  ex- 
pected from  the  men. 

"Please  hurry  forward  cavalry  horses  to  me 
under  strong  escort  I  need  them  badly ;  worse 
than  I  can  tell  you. 

"  (Signed)  John  Popb,  M^.-GeneraL 

"  A  true  copy: 

"T.  0.  a  Smtth,  Lt-Odonel  and  A  D.  0." 


VI. 


As  many  facts  set  forth  hi  this  work  bear  with 
just  severity  on  the  general  loyalty  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  to  the  Government  throughout  its 
long,  doubtful  struggle  with  the  Rebellion,  it  is 
proper  to  state  here  explicitly  that  very  many 
Democrats  promptly  separated  from  their  par^ 
and  acted  with  the  Bepoblicans  as  Unionists 


fhnn  first  to  last;  wTiIle  others,  who  adhered  to 
their  party  organization,  nevertheless  gave  a 
hearty,  efficient  support  to  the  Government  in 
raismg  soldiers,  subscribing  to  loans,  and  other- 
wise. There  was,  moreover,  a  very  considera- 
ble and  influential  body,  especially  in  the  great 
dties,  who  had  steadily  opposed  the  Bepuhlioan 
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party  ftom  its  formatioii  and  were  accounted  oon- 
servatives,  though  thej  disclaimed  partisanship, 
who^  from  the  hour  of  the  first  tidings  of  the 
bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  bj  the  Confeder- 
ates, consecrated  all  they  had  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Union.  This  class  is  fitly  represented  by 
the  eminent  New  York  merchant,  A.  T.  Stew- 
art, who  acted  throughout  in  the  spirit  evinced 
fai  the  following  business  letter,  whidi,  unex- 
pectedly to  the  writer,  first  reached  the  public 
through  the  [BebelJ  Memphis  Appeal: 

**Nkw  York,  April  29, 1861. 

«»Dhab  SiBr-Your  letter  requesting  to  know 
whether  or  not  I  had  offered  a  million  of  dollars 
to  the  €k>yermnent  for  the  purposes  of  the  war, 
and  at  the  same  time  informing  me  that  neither 
yourself  nor  your  friends  would  pay  their  debts 
to  the  firm  as  they  mature,  has  been  received. 

"  The  intention  not  to  pay  seems  to  be  nearly 
universal  in  the  South,  aggravated  in  your  case 
by  the  assurance  that  it  does  not  arise  from  ina- 
bflily ;  but,  whatever  may  be  your  determination, 
or  that  of  others  at  the  South,  it  shall  not  change 
my  course.  All  that  I  have  of  position  and  wealth 
I  owe  to  the  f^e  institutions  of  the  United  States ; 
under  which,  in  common  with  all  others,  North 
and  South,  protection  to  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty, has  been  enjoyed  in  the  fbllest  manner. 


The  Government  to  whidi  these  Ueesings  are  dne 
calls  on  her  citizens  to  protect  the  amUal  of  the 
Union  from  threatened  assault;  aid,  although 
the  offer  to  which  you  refer  ham  not  in  terms 
been  made  by  me,  I  yet  dedicate  all  thi^  I  have, 
as  I  will,  if  xieed  be,  my  life,  to  the  serviceof  the 
country----for  to  that  country  I  am  bound  by  the 
strongest  ties  of  affection  and  duty. 

*'I  had  hoped  that  Tennessee  would  be  loyal 
to  the  Constitution.  But,  however  extensrre 
may  be  secession  or  repudiation,  as  long  as  there 
are  any  to  uphold  the  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States,  I  shaiU  be  with  them  supporting  the  fiag. 

"  Yours,  Ac,        AuEXAiTDEa  T.  Stbwabt. 
"To  Mr.  J.  P.  Steahob,  Memphis,  Tenn." 

The  Appeal  saw  fit  to  accompany  this  letter  by 
the  conmient  that,  "  after  the  Confederates  should 
have  thrashed  the  hireling  hordes  of  New  York 
into  a  proper  appreciation  of  Sou&em  rights 
Stewart  and  his  Black  Republican  comrades  may 
feel  inclmed  to  come  down  South  on  a  collecting 
tour.  If  so,  they  will  be  quite  warmly  received.*^ 
The  consummation  of  the  War  anticipated  by 
The  Appeal  not  having,  thus  far,  been  attained, 
it  is  presumed  that  the  '^coUecting  tour**  has  not 
yet  been  undertaken ;  hence,  Memphis  has  thus 
far  been  constrained  to  restrict  her  amiable  de* 
monstrations  to  negroes. 


VII. 


While  the  outbreak  and  early  stages  of  the 
Rebellion  were  signalized  by  conspicuous  exhi- 
bitions not  only  of  the  blackest  treachery  but  of 
amazing  imbecdlity  on  the  part  of  certain  officers 
then  serving  in  our  Army  or  Navy,  these  were 
relieved  by  instances  of  heroic  devotton  to  tiie 
Union  and  its  flag  which  were  the  more  admira- 
ble because  passive,  and  thus  unnoted  and  un- 
known. Among  these  may  be  reckoned  the 
preservation  to  the  Union  of  Fort  McHenry,  at 
Baltimore,  by  Capt  [since,  M^{.-Gen.]  John  C. 


Robinson,  6th  infkntry,  who,  with  a  handful  of 
men,  held  that  important  position  during  the 
four  weeks  whidx  separated  the  bloody  triumph 
of  the  Rebel  mob  in  the  slaughter  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts men  (April  19, 1861)  fh»m  the  bloodless 
recovery  of  Baltimore  by  Gen,  Butler,  May  13. 
Had  the  fort,  with  its  arms  and  munitions,  been 
given  up  by  its  defenders,  its  repossession,  wish 
that  of  Baltimore,  could  only  have  been  secured 
by  a  lavish  outlay  of  effort  and  of  blood  on  tiie 
part  of  the  Union. 


VIII. 


It  is  the  author^s  well  known  conviction  that 
Disunion  was  not  purposed  by  the  great  body  of 
those  who  originally  favored  Secession.  They 
went  into  the  movement,  not  to  divide  the  coun- 
try, but  to  obtain  new  guaranties  and  advantages 
for  Slavery  throughout  the  whole  of  it  The  fol- 
lowing dispatch  to  the  New  YorTc  BeraJd  of  Dec. 
20, 1860,  tends  to  strengthen  this  conviction: 

"  Baltdiori,  Dec.  19,  1860. 

*^  Judge  Hand,  Commissioner  from  Mississippi 

to  Maryland,  addressed  an  audience  of  about 

6,000  citizens  to-night  in  the  Maryland  Institute. 

He  advocated  the  right  of  sepairate  secession, 


which  was  received  with  considerable  applanae. 
He  strongly  recommended  that  the  Southern 
States  secede  before  LincoIn*s  inauguration,  and 
asserted  that  all  the  cotton  States  were  detei^ 
mined  to  do  so.  He  wanted  the  entire  Soutii  to 
join  them,  and  then  to  form  a  compact  wttil  (A^y 
could  he  guaranteed  aU  Southern  rigMa^  and  that 
their  institutions  would  be  respected.  The  South 
would  never  be  in  a  position  to  demand  her 
rights  under  Linc(^'s  administration.  They 
could  (ifterwardf  in  solid  phalanx  or  separate^, 
present  an  ultimatum  to  the  North,  and  reunite, 
if  practicable,  with  the  present  Constitution  prop- 
erty amended,  on  amicable  tenna." — ^AU  whi^ 
was  fitYOfaUy  received. 
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Abingdok,  Ta^  captured  by  Stooeman,  688. 

AoKWOBTH,  Ga,  occupied  bj  Sherman,  628. 

Adams,  Hon.  Ghaslbs  F^  remonstrates  against 
tho  building  of  8<yatheni  war  cruisers  in  England,  <M8. 

AoAiiB,  J.  Q.,  on  the  Slave-Trade,  233>235. 

Adams,  Gbn.  Johk,  wounded  at  Stone  Biyer, 
276;  kHled  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  688. 

Adjxttakt-Gbnehal's  Offiob,  order  from,  dis- 
charging prisoners,  758. 

Alabama,  expeditions  into,  63,  72 ;  rout  of  Gen. 
Bragg,  218 :  Sosecrans  in  command  oA  222 ;  Uie  rSpos- 
sesnon  Qt,  716;  Wilson's  raid  through,  71 6L 

Alabama,  steamer,  details  of  her  fight  with  the 
Kearsarge,  646  to  64a 

Albbmarle,  ram,  destruction  of  the,  636. 

Alicb  Dban,  steamboat,  burned  by  Morgan,  406. 

Allatoona  Pass,  occupied  by  Sherman,  628; 
defended  by  Qen.  Corse,  689. 

Allen,  Ool.  H.  W.,  covers  Rebel  retreat  from 
Bhlloh,  7a 

Andebson,  Brig.-Gen.  G.  T.,  wounded  at  Glen- 
dale,  168;  present  at  Malvern  Hill,  166;  guards  the 
pass  at  Soath  Moantaln,  196;  klUed  at  Antletam,  210. 

AimERSON,  C,  surrenders  Port  Gaines,  663. 

Amdebson,  Gbn.,  killed  at  Williamsburg,  126. 

Andbew,  Qoy^  raises  Black  regiments,  620. 

Anthony,  Lt.-Gol.  D.  B.,  7  th  Kansas,  on  slare- 
hnntlng,  580. 

Antibtam,  battle  and  map  o(  206-9 ;  killed  and 
wonnded  at,  210l 

Arkansas,  26;  Rebels  oonoentrated  in,  27; 
Btgel  retreats  from  Bentonrllle,  27,  ^  84 ;  Cortls  at- 
tacked at  the  Oache,  84;  retires  to  Helena;  S^yette- 
Tille.  87;  in  1868,446;  r6organiaed  by  Unlonista, M6; 
see  Pba  Bidgx,  Pxairis  Okotx. 

Abcansas,  Rebel  ram,  passes  through  Union 
fleet  a  Ylcksbnrg,  108 ;  fldlare  of  attack  upon,  102 ; 
final  destracdon  ol^  101 

Abkanras,  Post  of,  taken  by  McGlemand,  293. 

Abmistbad.  Maj.  Gbn.,  wounded  at  Antietam, 
210;  mortally  wounded  at  Oettrsburg,  889. 

Abmt  Appbopbiation  Bill  in  Senate,  626. 

Abmt  Dbtioienot  Bill  before  the  Senate,  626. 

Abmt  ofths  Oumbbbland,  rtorganized  by  Roee- 
orans,270. 

Abmt  ov  thb  Ohio,  composition  of^  under  Buell; 
rSorganixed  by  Bosecrana,  270. 

Abmt  of  the  Potomao,  inactivity  of  during  the 
Winter  of  1861-2, 107;  organised  into  ftmr  corps  by  the 
President,  108;  transported  to  Fortress  Monroe,  110; 
adrance  to  MflnasM<vll2;  Peninsular  campaign,  120  to 
127;  strength  oC  in  Winter  of  1861-2, 128-9 ;  strei^ 
o£  in  April,  1862, 181 ;  In  McOlellan^s  campaign  befbre 
BIchmond,  141  to  172;  strsngth  of,  in  June,  1862, 151- 
169:  at  Harrison's  Landing,  168;  losses  suatained  by, 
daring  the  Seven  Days'  battles,  168-9 ;  strength  oC  in 
July,  1862|  169;  withdrawn  from  Hanrlaon's  Landing 


to  Acqnia  Greek,  171 ;  nnder  command  of  Oena.  Bum- 

side  and  Hooker.  842  to  876 ;  rfioivanlxed  under  Meade, 

664;  end  of  Grant's  campaign  of  1864  and  losses  of  Um, 

897  ^^ 

Abnold,  Gen.,  occupies  Pensaoola,  459. 
Abson,  during  N.  York  and  Brooklyn  riots,  606. 
ASBOTH,  Gen.  Alex.,  28-9 ;  at  Pea  Ridge,  30. 
AsHBT,  Gen.  Tubneb,  killed,  137. 
Atohafalata  Riveb,  Ckd.  BaUey  constructs  a 

bridge  orer  the,  661 ;  Banks's  army  retreats  across  the, 

661. 
Atlanta,  Campaign  of  Sherman,  626 ;  route  of 

his  advance  to,  627 ;  defenses  o^  681 ;  flanked  by  the 

right.  686;  abandoiiied  by  Hood,  687;  Sherman's  srmy 

nutrches  from,  en  route  to  Savannah,  690. 
Atlanta,  Rebel  ram,  captured,  473. 
AuouB,  Gbn.,  sererely  wounded,  177 ;  at  Port 

Hndson,  882. 

Ayebill,  Gen.,  movements  of,  in  WestYir- 

glnia,40B-l 
Atbes,  Gen.,  captures    1,000  Rebels  at  FiYd 
Forks,  788. 


Baohelob's  Obibe,  K.  0.,  Union  garrison  at, 

captured,  668. 
Bailbt,    Rbab-Admirai.,    destroys    extensive 

salt-works  in  Florida,  682. 
Bailbt,  Irr.  Gol.  (afterward  G^n.^  in  attack  on 

defenses  of  New  Orleans.  91-2 ;  demands  surrender  of 

New  Orleans,  96;  Porters  fleet  on  the  Bed  River  rea- 

oued  by,  649 ;  constructs  a  bridge  oyer  the  AtchaiUaya 

for  Banka's  army,  661. 
Bailbt,  C!ol.  J.  D.,  kOkd,  144. 
Baibd,  Gen.,  at  Chidcamauga,  416:  cooperates  at 

Lookout  Mountain,  Ohattanooga  TaUer,  and  Mission 

Bidge,488to442L 
Baltdcobe,  National  platform  of  1864,   669; 

massacre  of  Massachusetts  volunteers,  in  the  streets 

0^614. 
Banoboft*8  Hktobt,  as  to  Negro  Soldiers,  611. 
B  krtment  of 

T  Potomao, 

114. 116.  in 

othe  Poto- 
t,  186;   hU 
rmy  in  Vir^ 
:he  Shenan- 
7;  supports 
movements 
>mmand  of; 
t27Mnvests 
In  Western 
Bed  River, 
is  by  Kirby 
ftt  Pleasant 
retreats  to 
^..^v  M^.,^  ,1.^,  »^w..».  ^^^  »..  .»|^^  646;  Grant 
orders  him  to  close  his  Shreveport  campaign,  660 :  he 
abandona  Alexandria  and  retreata  to  the  Atchafluaya 
river,  661:  transfers  his  army  to  0«n.  Oanby,  and  pro- 
ceeds to  New  Orleans,  661. 
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Babolat,  Ool^  23d  Ga.,kII]edatAiit!etaiD,  210. 

Babksdale,  Gen.  Wil,  at  Fredericksbdrg,  345 ; 
at  Ghanoelloreyille,  8€S ;  klll«d  at  0«tty8biiig,  880. 

Bablow,  6bn.  Frakois  C,  distinguishes  himself 
at  Antletam,  208;  wounded  at  Oottysbnrz,  888;  at  the 
WllderneM,  667  to  671 ;  his  aasaalt  near  Bfchmond^l. 

Babnabd,  Gen.  J.  G.,  his  remarks  on  McOlel- 
lan^B  foilnre,  107;  extract  from  his  report,  on  McGlel- 
lan*8  delay  at  Torktown,  128;  on  MoCieIlan*8  flUlnre  to 
Improre  the  opportunity  at  Fair  Ooka,  147. 

Babkes,  CoL,  12th  a  C,  killed  at  Antietam,  210. 

Babbbtt,  Col.,  attacked  by  Gen.  Slaughter,  at 
Braios,  757. 

Babtlbtt,  Gbk.,  at  Games's  Hill,  436. 

Babhok,  Ool.,  3d  N.  H.,  at  Fort  Wagner,  477. 

Batbsyille,  Abe.,  Marmaduke  defbated  at,  447. 

Batok  Rouob,  La.,  occupied  by  Admiral  Farra- 
gnt,  101 ;  Breckinridge  defeated  at,  102. 

Battu»— 


Antietam,  Md.,  206. 
Arkansas  Post,  282. 
Atlanta,  Oa.,  687. 
Arerysboro',  N.  C,  706L 
Baton  Bonge,  La.,  108. 
BantonviUe,  N.  0. 707. 


Lookout  BTtiln,  Tenn.,  488. 
McDowell,  Va.,182L 
Malvern  Hill,  Va.,  165. 
Meehanloevine,  Ya.,  168. 
Milliken's  Bend,  Ark,  819. 


_,  Mill  Spring.  Ky- 42. 

Bristow  Station,  Ya^  181.  Mission  Bldge,  Tenn.,  441. 

BaU  Ban  (2dX_Ta..  1S8-7.  Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  651. 

Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  612.  Marfreesboro'    (or    Stone 
Cedar  Mountain,  Ya.,  177.      Blrer),  Tenn.,  m 

Champion  Hills,  Miss.,  807.  NasbTille,  Tenn..  278. 

dwDtTlly,  Ya.,  18&  Newborn,  N.  G,  7a 

ChanoeiTorevllIe.  Ya.,  866.  Newmarket,  Ya.,  OM. 

Chlekamaaga.  Tenn.,  416.  North  Anna,  Ya.,  677. 

Cold  tiarbor~Va.,  WJ.  Olnstee,  Florida,  681. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  226.  Opeonan  Creek,  Ya.,  (lOa 

Crampton's  Gap,  Md.,  199.  Peach-tree  Cr%  Tenn.,  681. 

Ooss-Keys,  Ya.,  18&  Pea  Bidge,  Ark.,  27. 

I>ana^  Ga.,  29a  Perry  viile,  Kr.,  219. 
Valr  Oaks  (or  Seven  Pines!  Petersburg,  Yk,  664. 

Ya.,  141.  Piedmont,  Ya.,  600. 

■"    Ta.,  741.  Pittsbnre  Landing  (or  Shl- 
IL  Ya.  610.  loh),  l^n.,  6a 

VaTtW.  ~  " 

)n,Tenn 
an.,  68L 

Mnee's  Mill,  Ya..  UM.  Pampkinvine  Cr%  (^62a 


Farmvllle,Va.,741. 
Plsher's  HilL  Vj 


Five  Forks,  Va^' 
-      -       '    .n3'< 

lin.- 
Fredericksboi 


Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  £ 


Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  4a      Port  Hudson,  La.,  829. 
Ihmklln,  Tenn.,  681.  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  89. 


Ya»  84a      Proctor's  Creek,  Ga.,  684. 


Galveston  Harb.,  Tex.,  822.  Bappahannock,  Ya.,  897. 
Gettysburg,  Pa..  87a  Baymond,  Miss.,  806. 

Glendale  Tor   White    Oak  Beams's  SUtion^Ja.,  898. 

Swamp  Br.X  Ya^  16L        Biohmond,  Ky.,  214. 
Gootown,  Miss.,  621.  Boonoke  Island,  N.  C,  7a 

Hanover  C.  H.,  Ya.,  14L       Sabine  XRoods,  La.,  689. 
Harper's  Ferry,  Ya.,  199.       Sailors'  Creek,  V%,  741. 
Hatdier's  Ron,  Ya.,  69a       Savage's  Station,  Ya.,  160. 
Helena,  Ark.,  820.  Belma,  Ala.,  7ia 

Inka,  Miss.,  22a  South  Mountain,  Md.,  196. 

Jackson,  Miss., 80a  Bpottsylvania (XH., Ya.,672. 

Seoond  da,  817.  Yicksbnrg  (assanltj,  811. 

James  Island,  S.  a,  461.       Weldun  Railroad,  Ya.,  667. 
Jonesboro',  Ga.,  68a  Wilderness,  Ya^  667. 

Kenesaw Mountain,Ga.,62a  Williamsburg,  va.,  12a 
Kemstown,  Ya.,  114.  Taxoo  Blnflh,  Misa,  289. 

[See  ''Minor  Conflida,''  p.  776.] 
Batard,  Gen.  Geo.  D.,  reports  advance  of  the 

enemy,  176;  killed  at  Fredericksburg  847. 
Batlob,  Col.,  wounded  at  Bull  Ron,  189. 
Beattt,  Lt.-CJol.  Sam.,  sucoeeds  Van  Qeve  on 

his  lUl  at  Stone  River,  279. 
Bbaueeoabd,  Qbn.  p.  G.  T.,  645 ;  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  60;  succeeds  Johnston,  64;  dispatches  Ihxn, 
66-70 ;  extracts  from  his  report  of  baUle  at  Pittsburg 
Xandlng,  67,  69,  70 ;  retreats  to  Corinth,  69-71 ;  In- 
trenches at,  71 ;  retreats  to  Tupelo,  72 :  allusion  to,  89 ; 
relinquishes  command  in  Yirginia,  112 ;  In  chief  com- 
mand at  Charieston,  471 ;  oiges  execution  of  prisoners, 
628. 
BiLOiAK  Consul  at  St  Louis,  arrested  bv  Bose- 

crans  as  a  conspirator,  667. 
BiKEDiOT,  Col.  Lewis,  of  K.Y.,  mortaOj  wonnded 

at  Pleasant  Hill,  644. 
Bbnteen,  Gen.,  charges  near  Little  Osage,  661. 
Bbhtonyilli,  K.  CL,  Jo.  Johnston  attaoks  at,  707 . 


BmwBUL^  Gen.,  Ulled  at  Cedar  Creek,  615. 
Bio  Blaok,  Gen.  Grant  crosses  the,  309. 
Birkenhead  (Eng.X  Southern  war  cruisers  built 

by  English  merchants  at,  648. 
BntNET.  Gbn»  chaives  the  enemy  near  Chan- 

tllly,  1S8;  at  Fredericksburg,  847;  at  OhanoellorsvilK 

867;  hU  report,  889;  servloes  in  Florida. 682;  at  tiM 

Wildemess,  668. 
Black,  Col.,  5th  Ga.,  killed  at  Stone  lUver,  28S. 
Black  Soldiebs  in  the  Bevolutionarj  Y^ar,  511 ; 

in  tha  War  of  1812, 614;  in  the  BebeUion,  61Si 

Black,  Cou  Samuel  W.,  62d  Pa.,  killed  at 

Oaines*B  Hill,  167. 
Blaib,  Gen.  P.  P.,  at  Vicksbnrg,  310;   with 

Sherman  in  his  Great  March,  669  to  Wi\  he  meAa«ea 

Charleston,  696;  crosses  the  Edisto,  699. 
Blakblt,  Ala.,  attadced  by  Steele,  723. 
Blenksb,  Gen.  Louis,  sent  to  West  Virginia, 

180l 

Blockade  Runnxb,  escape  of  a,  472 ;  a  BritSah 
runner  forced  to  hoist  the  white  flag,  478^ 

Blockade-bunnino  ended  at  CnArleston,  482. 

Blunt,  Gen.  JAa  G,  3C;  joins  Schofield.  36; 
routs  Bebels  at  Haysville,  Mo.,  87;  at  Prairie  Grova, 
88  to  41 ;  at  Honey  Springs,  449. 

BooMEB,  Col.,  seyerely  wounded  at  luka,  224; 
killed  at  Yieksburg,  818. 

Booth,  J.  Wilkes,  assassinates  President  Lin- 
coln, 749. 

BowBN,  Maj.-Gen.,  defends  Port  Gibeon,  304; 
killed  at  Yieksbarg,  81& 

Bowling  Gbben,  Kt.,  Rosecrans  at,  270. 

Bbadfobd,  Majob,  his  defense  of  Fort  PIBow 
against  Forrest,  619;  mnrder  ofby  Bebel  eoldlen,  611^ 

Bbaoo,  Gen.  Braxton,  joins  Johnston  at  Corinth, 
60;  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  60;  invades  Kentucky,  218 ; 
his  movement!  218 :  issues  a  procfaunatlon  to  tha 
people.  216-26-27 ;  subsists  his  army  without  payment, 
and  seizes  horses  and  cattle  vrithout  ceremonj,  217 ; 
retreats  before  Buell's  advance,  217-S;  gives  battle  at 
Perryvllle,  219;  his  losses.  221 ;  he  escapes  from  Ken- 
tucky with  his  plunder— chagrin  of  his  partisans,  822 , 
preparing  to  flght  Bosecrans  at  Stona  Slver,  278;  ha 
retreats  after  ibur  davs'  hard  lighting,  280;  losses  In 
killed  and  wounded,  2SQ,  281,^2;  his  army  thdag 
Bosecrans  at  Shelby vllle,  404;  he  abandons  Chatte- 
noosa  on  the  advance  of  Boeecrans,  411 ;  advaneeii 
while  Bosecrans  concentrates,  418;  opening  of  tta 
battle  of  Chlckamaoga,  416;  map  of  tne  po«itloo  ef 
both  armiea  at  Chattanooga  and  its  vlcini^.  416;  tha 
light  of  Sept  19th,  417 :  report  and  losses  on  the  Chick- 
amauga,  4a&\  Grant  drives  him  fW>m  Lookout  llo>iin- 
tain,  Chattanooga,  and  Mission  Bidge,  488  to  446;  hia 
official  report,  448;  leases  on  both  sides,  446k 

Bba<noh,  Gen.  L.  0*B.,  in  command  at  Newbem. 

77 ;  defeated  at  Hanover  C  H.,  141-2 ;  at  second  Bnll 

Bun,  189 ;  killed  at  Antletam,  209. 
Bbannan,  Gen.  J.  M..  at  Chickamauga,  416; 

attacks  Walker  at  Pocotaligo,  46& 
Bbasheab  Citt.  La.,  surprised  and  captured  by 

Dick  Taylor,  887. 

Bbbokinbidgb,  Gen.  John  C,  60,  61 ;  def^ted 
at  Baton  Bonge,  La.,  102, 106>4;  his  charge  at  Stona 
Biver,  279;  at  Chickamauga,  419;  defeau  Sigd  at 
Newmarket,  699;  routs  Qillera  at  Morriatown,  m. 

Bbeesb,  Capt.,  services  of  his  iron-dads,  303. 

Bbiotow  Station,  Ta.,  fights  at,  181,  396. 

Bbitish  Aid  to  Rebellion,  642. 

BbTTISH-CoNFEDEBATE  COBSAIBS,  TALLAHASan. 

OLi78TVK,and  Chiokamavoa  set  afloat,  646-6;  estimate 

of  captures  by,  646. 
BBinsH  GoTEBNUENT  ooonirefl  at  the  bnilding 

and  fitting  out  of  Southern  war  cniisera,  648 ;  Soothsra 

eorsairs  permitted  to  fly  English  oolort,  648L 
Bbitish  M.  Ps.  build  ships  to  aid  Rebellion,  642. 
Bbitish  NEUTBALmr,  stnmge  manifestations  d^ 

648^;  American  loasea  and  feelings  caoaed  l^,  6M. 
Bbitish  Ofhobbs  for  the  RebeUion,  643. 
Bbitish  Pboolajuxiov  or  Kbutbautt.  641 
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SBOonqfrBBonoHy  Coii.,  at  second  Bull  Ruxif  189. 
Bbookltn,  N.  Y.,  arson  and  its  cause  in,  505. 
Bbottoh,  John,  elected  (Jovemor  of  Ohio,  510. 
Bbowk,  Col.,  killed  at  second  Bull  Bun,  689. 
Bbowh,  Ck)L.  J.  M.,  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  144. 
Bbown,  6en.  E.  B.,  fights  at  Arrow  Rock,  453. 
Bbowk,  Gkn.,  killed  at  Springfield,  447. 
Bbown,  Maj.-Gsn.,  wounded  at  Frftiklin,  683. 
Bbitiksburo,  Miss.,  Grant's  base  of  supplies,  304. 
Buchanan,  Admiral  Franklin,  commands  ram 

Manassas,  116;  severely  wounded  at  Mobile,  6S8. 
BtrOHANAN,  Gen.  J.  T.,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  166. 
Buchanan,  Gen.,  commands  a  brigade  at  Mai- 

rem  Hill,  165;  at  OainesylUe,  187. 
Buckner,  Gen.  SnioN  B.,  48 ;  repulsed  at  Fort 

I><Miel8on,  49;  surrenden,  60;  at  Obickamanga,  415; 

abandons  East  Tennessee,  429 ;  surrenders,  758. 

BuxLL,  Gen.  B.  C,  commands  Department  of 
the  Ohio,  51 ;  mores  on  Bowling  Qreen,  51 ;  occupies 
irashville,  54;  loins  Grant,  66-7;  extract  from  his  re- 
port, 66-7;  in  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  68-9;  as- 
sumes command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio,  rdorganizes 
hla  forces  at  Huntsvillo,  212;  mores  on  Chattanooga, 
218;  advances  against  Bra^rg,  217;  Dart  of  his  army 
assailed  at  Perryyille,  220-1:  his  official  report,  221; 
relieved  \>y  Qen.  Boeecrans,  222. 

BuTORD.  Gen.,  relieves  Gen.  Hatch,  175 ;  guards 
the  for«s  of  the  Upper  Rapidan,  175 ;  rep<»ts  the  en- 
emy erossl  Dg  Raccoon  Ford,  175 ;  services  of  his  cavalry 
At  Great  Bnn,  179;  commands  at  ManawsaB  Gapu  898; 
skirmish,  894. 

BuLLEN,  Major,  relieves  Donaldsonville,  338. 

Bull  Run  Second,  battle  o^  185-6;  map  of 
the  field,  1847:  Jackson's  report  oi;  188-9. 

BURBRIDGE,  Gen.,  at  Fort  Tfindman,  293;  at 
yicksburg,  815 

BuRXB.  Col..  63d  New  York,  relieyes  General 
Meagher  at  Antietam,  20a 

Burks,  Col.,  Texas,  killed  at  Stone  River,  282. 

BiTRNSiDB^  Gen.  Ambrosb  E.,  his  expedition 
•alls  from  Fortress  Monroe,  78 ;  operations  o^  on  the 
Horth  Carolina  coast,  78-81 ;  captures  Koanoke  IsUmd, 
75-6:  Nowbem,  77;  Fort  Macon,  78;  at  Sonth  Mills, 
79-80;  returned  to  Fortress  Monroe,  80;  allnsion  to, 
187;  commands  a  diylsion  at  Antietam.  206-209;  his 
Soanoke  proclamation  as  to  Slavery,  244;  commands 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  842 ;  fights  Lee  at  Freder- 
icksburg, 843  to  849 ;  his  **  mad  march**— reliered  from 
Ids  command,  851;  assigned  to  the  department  of  the 
Ohio.  427;  his  advance  on  Enoxville,  428;  captures 
Oamberland  Gap.  480;  his  order  In  regard  to  persons 
deolarins  sympatny  for  the  enemy,  489 ;  his  conquests 
In  North  Carolina,  585;  arrest  of  Mr.  yallandl|rham, 
military  sentence,  and  public  sensation,  489 ;  4^;  he 
crosses  the  Potomac.  5o4;  marches  on  Chancellors- 
Tllle,  566 ;  at  the  battles  of  the  WildemeB^  568  to  571 ; 
charges  at  Bpottsylvania,  552;  at  Cold  Harbor,  580  to 
582 ;  his  Mine  ezplosioii,  59t 

Burns,  Gen<^  repels  Magnider's  attack,  160. 

BnsHROD,  Gen.,  at  Chickamauga,  422. 

Butler,  Gbn.  Benjamin  F.,  73:  expedition  of; 
•jKainst  Kew  Orleans,  61  to  106;  raises  volunteers  in 
New  England,  81 ;  expedition  of,  at  Ship  Island,  82-8 ; 
narrow  escape  of,  ftx)m  shipwreck,  88;  arrives  at  the 
month  of  the  Mississippi,  85 ;  occupies  Kew  Orleans, 
97 ;  administration  of;  in  New  Orleans,  98;  101 ;  106; 
his  order  No.  28, 100;  superseded  by  Oen.  Bank&  105; 
returns  to  New  Toric,  105 ;  outlawed  by  Jefll  Davis, 
105-6;  his  address  to  people  of  New  Orleans,  106;  he 
retains  slaves  as  contraoand  of  war,  288;  in  command 
ftt  Fortress  Monroe,  574:  menaces  Petersburg  and 
JUchmond,  575:  commands  the  first  Fort  Fisher  ex- 
pedition, 708;  declines  to  assault  Fort  Fisher,  711; 
returns  to  the  James,  711. 

BUTTERITBLD,  Gbn.  B.  C,  at  Gidnes*!  MiU,  146 ; 
at  Malvern  Hill,  165;  at  Gettysburg,  880  to  889. 


'  Oabell^  Gbn.,  repulse  of;  at  Fayetterille,  448; 
routed  by  Oen.  Brawn  at  Boonevllla,  456 ;  captured  by 
Plcasimton's  force  in  Mitsouil,  561. 


Caldwell,  Bbi^.-Gen.,  at  Antietai 

Camden,  Arkansas,  Steele  marchee 

Caicbbon,  Gen.  SmoN,  retires  fr 

partmMit,  81;  108;  In  reUitlon  to  Slave 

Campbell's  Station,  East  TemL, 

Canby,  Gen.  E.  B.  S.,  organizes  w 

Mexico,  SI;  at  Fort  Craig,  22-8;  Yali 

New  Mexico,  25;  In  command  of  the  t 

department— Banks  turns  over  his  an 

alas  in  recovering  Alabama,  716;   ac 

Mobile,  721 ;  Dick  Taylor  surrenders  t< 

Cantwell,  Col.,  Ohio,  killed  ^  Bu 
Cablin,  Col.,  at  Perryville,  Ky.,  2S 
Cabnbt's  Bbidgb,  La.,  encounter  a 
Carr,  Gen.,  at  Pea  Bidge,  28  to 

Shelby  in  Arkansas,  and  captures  200  ] 
Cabboll,  Gen^  severely  wounded, 
Cabteb,  Gen.,  wounded  at  Frankli 
Cabteb,  Bbi&.-Gbn.  H.  (Union),  1: 

East  Tennessee,  288. 
Cabteb,  Gen.  &  P.,  retreats  across 
Casey,  Gen.  Silas,  his  division 

Fair  Oak^  148  to  147:  his  camp  catpti 

mands  a  division  at  Malvern  Hill,  165 

Catlett's  Station,  Pope*s  liead< 

prised  at,  178;  Stuart  surprises  Warre 
Cedar  Cbeek,  Early  surprises  Ci 

Sheridan  triumphs  at,  614-15;  oflScers 
Cedab  Mountain,  battle  and  map  < 

son  defeats  Banks  at,  177. 
Centebville,  Lee  chases  Meade  u] 
Chalmebs,  Gen.  James  B.,  at  Stoi 
Chambebsbubo,  Pa.,  scene  of  the  1 

Stuart's  dewedations,  211 ;  burned  bv  ] 
Champion  Hills,  Miss.,  battle  of, : 
Chanoellobsville,  battle  and  map 
Chantilly,  Ya.,  battle  near,  and  I 
Chapin,  Col.,  wounded  at  Port  Hi: 
Chapman,  Gbn.  H.,  his  brigade  at  < 

156;  at  Malvern  Hill,  16& 
Chableston,  languid  operations  i 

raid  of  Rebel  iron-clads  from,  465-6 

Angel  ^  opens  on,  479 ;  fkU  of,  701-2-8. 
Chableston  Harbor,  cause  and  c 

ing  boats  In,  468 ;  British  damor,  45a 
Charlestown,  Va.,  captured  by  Ii 
Chase,  Gov.  S.  P.,  on  the  National  1 

resigns  his  office  as  Seoretary  of  the  Tr 
Chatfield,  Col.,  killed  at  Fort  Wi 
Chattahoochee  river,  Johnston  n 

680. 

Chattanooga,  Bragg  marches  to 
orans^s  preparations  for  the  campaign,  4 
positions  held  by  Bosecrans's  and  Bn 
416;  Sherman  reenforces  Grant  at,  4i 
Sherman's  army  at,  625. 

Cheatham,  Gen.  B.  F.,  commands 
PenyviUe,  219;  at  Stone  River,  274-& 

CmcAGO  Demooratio  National  Oi 

1864,  spirit  of  the,  666  to  660. 
Chiokamauga,  battle  of,  415-25;  ] 
Churchill,  Gen.  T.  J.,  surrender 

man,  208;  his  losses,  204. 
Cincinnati,  g^boat,  sunk,  56. 
CiNOiNNATi,  cutter,  sunk,  314 
Clarke,  Gbn.  Charles  (RebelX  kil 

BoQge,10e. 
Clabkb,  Cou,  Kich.,  killed  at  Port 
Clabk,  Col.,  reports  Rebel  movem 
Clabebtille,  Tenn.,  t»ptured  by  g 
Cleburne,  Major-Gen.  Pat.  (Beb 

221 ;  commands  division  at  Stone  Rive 

Hooker  at  Ringgold,  445;  kiUed  at  Fra 
Clemdenin,  MajobI,  captures  raidei 
Cldtton,  1088.,  captuied  by  MoPh 
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OocKBXLLf  Gnr.,  wounded  at  Frankliii,  683. 
COFFXT,  Obk.,  in  Miaeouri,  36 ;  at  Lone  Jack,  36. 
Cogoih'8  Ponrr,  oocapied  hy  McClellan,  168. 
Cold  Harbor,  Grant's  flank  movement  to,  579; 

battle  and  map  of^  080;  grand  aaaault  on,  681 ;  officers 

Ulled  at,  &6S. 
CoLUNS,  Capt.,  of  the  Wachusett,  captures  the 

Florida  in  a  BraziUan  harbor,  64ft;  ooort-martlaled,  646. 
Colonization,  President  Lincohi's  scheme,  267. 
Colored  Orphan  AsrrLUH,  fired  by  rioters,  505. 
Colquitt,  Briq.-Qen.,  at  Antietam,  206. 
COLUMBL^  Tenn.,  sacked  hy  ICorgan,  404. 
CoLUHBLi,  Ark.,  Marmaduke  defeated  at,  551. 
COLUXBLA,  S.  C,  Sherman  oaptare»— pillage  and 

burning  o(;  700;  709L 
Columbus,  Hiss.,  Qen.  Buford  summons,  620. 
Columbus,  Kj.,  evacuated  hy  Bebels,  54. 
Confederate  Natal  Officers — Corsairs,  641. 
Confederates*  Opinion  of  Black  Union  soldiers, 

6S8 ;  imprcMment  of  slaves  for  military  serrice  bj,  fi22 ; 

resolutions  of  in  relation  to  Abolition  prisoners,  088-4 

CONOAREE  EivER,  passsgo  of,  by  Sherman,  699. 
Congress,  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  coloniza- 
tion of  slaves.  807:  meeting  of  the  XXXYIIth,  207; 
officers  prohibited  Irom  returning  fagitive  slaves,  807; 
an  act  against  Slavery  passed  by,  261-8;  elassiflcation 
ofReprosentatl  ves  in,  mi ;  Rebel  slaves  freed  bj  act  of^ 
.     .  ...  ,266:  ' 

Linooli 


868 ;  Uavti  and  Liberia  recognised  by,  865:  in  relation 
to  rendition  <tf  fbgitlve  slaves.  867;  Lincoln  proposes 
Kational  aid  to  emandpaUon,  800 ;  law  cf  evidence  In 


fkvor  of  colored  men  passed  by,  860 ;  subjects  n( 
conscription,  019 ;  army  appropriation  and  denciency 
bills  before,  086;  OranCs  i4>po*i^*n^  ^  Uentenant- 
Oeneral  to  command  the  armies  approved  by,  068; 
reassembles  after  Presidential  election,  678 ;  resolves 
that  Slavery  shall  not  exist  in  the  United  Stotes,  674. 

Congress,  frigate,  destruction  of,  117. 
Connecticut  State  Elechons,  436 ;  739. 
Connolly,  Got.  Henry,  of  New  Mexico,  21. 
Connor,  Brio.-Gbn.  P.  K,  1st  CaL  Vols.,  his 

Indian  campaign,  400. 
Conscription,  first  draft  in  New  York,  601;  riots 

in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  on  aoconut  of  drafting,  006 

to  000;  €k>ngress  declares  negrotg  sabject  to,  019 ;  Mr. 

Stevens's  amendment,  019;  MO. 

^  Conscription  Acts,  passage  of  ri^al  bills  in  Con- 
gress, 487 ;  Judge  Woodward's  opinion  oi;  48a 

Convention,  the  Ohio  Democratic,  493;  of 
Unionists  at  Baltimore,  088,  60a 

Cooke,  Gen.,  charges  without  orders,  157 ; 
wounded  at  Centervllle,  896. 

Cooper,  Gen.,  defeated  at  Honey  Springs,  449. 

Corinth,  Miss.,  besieged,  71;  evacuated  hy 
Bebels  under  Breckinridge,  78;  map  of  the  siege  c< 
886;  composition  of  Bosecrans^s  army  at,  880;  its  chief 
worics  constructed  by  Beauregard,  8s0;  a  correspond- 
ent's description  of  the  siege  of,  887-8;  Bosecrans^s 
•ffioial  report,  889-M;  Van  Dom  repulsed  at,  880 ;  cap- 
tures and  losses,  881. 

Couch,  Gen.  D.  N.,  at  Pair  Oaks,  144  to  146; 
commands  a  division  at  Malvern  Hill,  160;  at  Freder- 
icksburg, 844 ;  at  Chancellorsvllle,  86t 

Cowles,  Col.  D.  S^  128th  N.  T.,  killed  at  Port 

Hudson,  888. 
Cox,  Gen.  J.  D.,  ordered  to  rSenforoe  Pope^s 

army,  179 ;  at  South  Mountain,  196;  in  North  Carolina, 

710-16. 
Cbampton's  Gap,  fight  at  and  map  of;  199-200. 
Cranet  Island,  Ya.,  evacuated  by  Bebels,  127. 
CkiAWFORO,    Gen.,  at  Cedar   Mountain,    177; 

at  Antietam,  806;  his  advance  at  Qettysbuig,  887; 

ohaiiges  at  Five  Forks,  788. 
Oreiohton,  Col.,  7th  Ohio,  wounded,  177. 
Crisis,  opinion  of  Gov.  H.  Seymour  on.  499. 
Crittenden,  Ool,  Gia  B.,  treaoherr  o^  19:  re- 

UevesZolUcofRN',4a. 
OBoaoB,  Bbio.-Gen.,  at  Champion  HHIb,  808. 


Cbook,  Gen.,  surprised  at  Cedar  Credr,  613. 

Cross,  Col.,  5th  N.  H.,  kOled  at  Gettysburg;  388. 

Cross-Eetb,  Ya.,  Fremont  fights  at,  138-9. 

Crozton,  Gen.,  at  Chickamauga,  417. 

Ceutohtield,  Col.,  threatens  M*yrd  Hei^itB,  20L 

Culpepper,  Ya.,  Banks's  operations  near,  176, 
177;  Jsekson  attacks  Grswford^s  batteries  st,  177. 

Cumberland  Mountains,  recroesed  bj  Bragg 
and  Kirby  Smith,  87a 

Cumberland  Gap,  works  blown  up  at,  814. 

Cumberland,  frigate,  destroction  oC  116. 

Cunningham,  Col.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  281 

CuRRENGT  depredation  and  National  debt.  663. 

CuRTiN,  Andrew  G.,  reelected  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 009. 

CuBTis.  Gen.  Samuel  B.,  pursues  Price  to  Pij- 
ettevlne,87;atPeaBidg^87to81:  his  report  of  kwses 
at,  81 ;  advances  into  Arkansas,  84 :  at  the  Ottht,  U; 
retires  to  Helena, 80;  allnsioii  to,  86;  flghu Priee,Sll. 

Custer,  Gen.,  raids  across  the  Bapidan,  564-6; 
victorious  at  Bailor^t  Oreek,  741 :  at  Appomattox  Sta- 
tion, 74a 

D. 

Bahlorbn,  At)¥tbal  Jobm  A^  succeeds  Dnpoot 
In  command  of  the  South  Atlantio  Squadron,  478;  Us 
luckless  attack  on  Sumter,  481. 

Dahloren,  Col.  Ulrig,  killed  in  a  raid  on  Bidi- 
mend,  06Qi 

Dallas,  Ga.,  captured  by  Shennan,  628. 

Dalton,  Ga^  captured  by  Sherman,  626. 

Dana,  Gen.  N.  J.  T.,  at  West  Pomt,  Ya.,  126- 
7:  at  Fair  Oaks,  146;  wounded  at  Antietam.  909:  st 
Morganzia,  La.,  846;  services  in  Western  Texs^  Ml; 
his  raid  In  North  Alabama,  600. 

Davidson,  Gen.,  menaces  Little  Bode,  401 ;  hii 
raid  toward  Mobile,  6901 

Davis,  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  (Union),  captures  Bebd 
camp  and  1,000  prisoners  at  Mim)rd,Mo.,86;  stFtt 
Bidge,  88  to  81 ;  commands  a  diyision  at  Stone  BtTer, 
874 ;  captures  141  of  Wheeler's  raiders,  884;  with  Sher- 
man in  his  great  march  from  Atlanta  to  fiavsansh, 
689  to  6901 

Davis,  Jetfebson,  Prodamation  of,  dedaring 
Oen.  Butler  a  felon,  10^-6;  on  the  field  at  FsirOtfcs, 
148;  leads  Bebel  charge  at  Fair  OakSj  140;  on  tbeim- 

portencec 

thefhllof 

declares  L. 

fore  he  would  succumb,  670;  leaves  Biehmond,  TK; 
sets  up  his  Government  at  Danrille,  754;  issoes  s  pre* 
damation,  receives  news  of  Lee's  surrender,  780:  is 
captured  near  IrwtnsvUle  by  Lt.-CoL  Prit^sid,  794 

Davis,  Col.,  104th  Pa.,  killed,  144 

Davis,  Col.,  12th  Blinoia,  captures  trams,  20L 

Davis,  Com.  (UnionX  at  Memphis,  OM ;  (& 

Decatur,  Ala.,  Hood's  attack  on,  631 ;  633. 

Demooratio  Press,  on  the  Draft,  501-1 

Dennis,  Gen.  E.  a,  at  Port  Gibson,  305;  de- 
fense of  and  loss  at  Mlllikea's  Bend,  818»  819. 

Dfvens,  Gen.  Charles,  wounded,  145;  148. 

Dister,  Lt.-Col.,  killed  near  YidEsburg^  290. 

Du,  MajortGbn.  John  A^  his  prodamatioo  on 
occupying  psrts  of  yhnglnla,  841. 

DoBBnre,  Gen.,  at  Big  creek,  664-6. 

Dodge,  Gen.,  his  raid  in  Korth  .Alabama,  286. 

DoNALDSONViLLB,  La.,  102 ;  fights  at,  338. 

DouBLEDAT,  GiN.  A^  sucoeeds  General  Hatch 
(wounded)  at  South  Mountain,  198 :  opens  his  tstteilM 
at  Antietam,  800;  at  Gettysburg,  880  to  887. 

Douglas,  Col.,  kOled  at  Antietam,  210. 

Dow,  Gen.  Neal,  wounded  at  Port  Hudson,  338. 

Draft,  the  Democratic  press  on,  501 ;  riots  m 
New  York,  because  of;  608;  Gov.  Seymour  on,  Mt 

Drewbt*b  Bluff,  attadc  on  batteries  at,  I40-I- 

Dudley,  Gbv.,  defeated  at  DonaldsonTiD^  333. 
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DuFiTELD,  BBia.-Gizr.,  taken  prisoner,  212. 

DuKOAN,  Gek.  J.  B.,  in  command  at  Forts  Jack* 
son  and  St  PhiUp,  La.,  87 ;  90. 

DtTPONT,  REAR-ADMIRAL  Sahuxl  F.,  prepara- 
tions for  attocklnf  Fort  Sumter,  466;  bis  iron-clads 
ftsttall  Fort  Samter,  467 ;  their  advance  arrested,  460 ; 
Union  monitors  repnlsed— tbe  Keokok  snnk,  471 ;  re- 
possesses several  coast  defenses,  456 :  his  gnnbnats  ad- 
Tance  near  Charleston,  460;  fUlore  of  his  itUck  on  Fort 
McAllister,  46&-4;  his  partiality  to  deck-lighting,  479L 

BuBTEA,  Gek.,  at  South  Mountain,  198. 

DuvALL's  Bluff,  655. 


Eablt,  Gen.  Jxtbal  A.,  charges  at  Cedar  Moun- 
tain—is forced  to  flUl  bade,  177;  commands  Jackson's 
division  at  Antleta^^  806;  at  Gettysburg;  880  to  887; 
menaces  Washington— is  repulsed,  605;  he  surprises 
Crook  at  Cedar  Creek,  618;  Sheridan  routs  him  at 
Cedar  Creek,  614-5;  again  routed  at  Waynesboro*,  727. 

East  Point,  Ga.,  Sherman's  operations  at,  636. 

EoTORf  Briq.-Gbn.,  at  Chickamauga,  417. 

Bddt,  Col.,  killed  at  luka,  224. 

Edisto  Island,  occupied  by  Sherman,  460. 

Edisto  Riveb,  Sherman's  armj  crosses  the,  698. 

Egan,  Col.,  his  gallantry,  188. 

Elder's  Battery,  at  Olustee,  531. 

Eldridgb,  Col.,  12'7th  BL,  at  Yicksburg,  310. 

Emancipation,  views  of  distinguished  statesmen 
and  generals  on  Slavery,  282  to  ^;  proclamation8*of 
President  lincokL^M^;  proclamation  of  Ocn.  Fre- 
mont in  Mtssonrt,  289;  Congress  debating,  256. 

Emubtt,  Gen.,  killed  at  Hartsville,  Mo.,  447.  . 

Emort,  Gen.  Wil  F.,  abandons  supplies  on  the 
Chickahominy,  160:  stops  the  Bebels  at  Pleasant 
Grove,  541 ;  beats  them  at  Pleasant  Hill,  548;  encoun- 
ters a  cavalry  force  at  Mansmt^  551. 

BsTBP's  Battery,  at  Stone  River,  277. 

European  Mediation  offered  and  dedmed,  484. 

Everett,  Edward,  his  speech  at  Boston,  256; 
at  Gettysburg  celebration,  467. 

Ewsll,  Gen.,  checks  Fremont's  advance  at 
Cross-Keys,  188 ;  moves  down  the  left  bank  ot  the 
Chickahominy,  160:  defeated  by  Hooker  at  Bristow 
station,  181 ;  bums  bridge,  destroys  railroad,  and  Iklls 
bade  on  Manassas,  181;  severelv  wounded,  182;  his 
division  present  at  second  Bull  Bun,  189 ;  commands  a 
division  at  Harper's  Ferry,  200;  Is  engaged  at  Antie- 
tam,  206:  takes  Winchester,  871;  at  Oet^sburg,  880  to 
887 :  at  Manassas  Gap,  888;  at  the  Wilderness,  567  to 
571;  surrenders,  741. 

BwiNG,  Gen.  Hugh  S.,  at  Tlcksburgf  311 ;  his 
defensa  of  Port  Davidson,  and  retreat,  657-6. 


Fagah.  GEN^atta<to  at  Marks's  Mill,  653. 

Fair  Oaks,  Ya.,  battle  of,  142  to  147. 

Farnsworth,  Gen.,  killed  at-Gettysbuig,  388. 

Farragut,  Aduiral  D.  G.,  bombards  Yicksburg, 
578;  at  Ship  Island.  88;  at  months  of  the  Mlsslaaippi, 
84-85: 86;  his  attack  on  and  passage  of  defenses  below 
New  Orleans,  88  to  04 ;  his  fbrces  occupy  the  city,  95-6; 
bis  reply  to  Mayor  Monroe,  06;  at  Baton  Rouge,  101 ; 
his  fleet  runs  by  Yicksburg  batteriea,  101 ;  102;  bom- 
bards Donaldflonvllle,  102;  returns  to  New  Orleans, 
102 ;  at  the  capture  of  Port  Hudson,  882 ;  assails  Forte 
Morgan  and  Gaines,  Mobile  bay,  661. 

Farrand,  Coxb^  surrenders  to  Bear-Admiral 

Fletcher  on  the  Tombigbee  river,  754. 
Fayettevillb,  N.  C,  taken  by  Sherman,  633. 
Fayettbville,  Ark.,  Cabell  defeated  at,  448. 
Fbathbrston,  Brig.-Gen.  W.  8.,  wounded  at 

Glendale,  16& 
Federal  GovBRNiCENT^Jts  right  to  subdue  re- 

sistanoe  to  ite  authority,  282. 
Ferbero,  Brig.-Gen.  Edward,  in  attack  on  Bo- 

anoks  Island,  76;  defends  Fort  Sanders,  482. 

YOL.  n. — 49 


Field,  Brig.-Gen.,  at  second  Bull  Run,  189. 

FisB,  Col.,  16th  La.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  282. 

Florida,  contributions  to  the  Confederate  army 
in,  459 ;  Gen.  Truman  8eymour*s  expedition  to,  529. 

Florida,  The,  and  the  Alabama,  Southern  oor- 
sairs,  built  and  fitted  out  In  England  and  flying  British 
colors,  648 ;  depredations  and  capture  of;  644-5. 

Floyd,  Gen.  John  B.,  17 ;  18 ;  19 ;  47 ;  would  not 
surrender,  60. 

Foote,  Coil  A  H.,  at  Fort  Henry,  45 ;  46-7 ;  at 
Fort  Donelson,  4&-9;  up  the  Cumberland,  68;  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ky.,  54;  at  Island  Na  10,  65;  bombards  Fort 
PUlow,  56. 

Ford,  Col.  T.  H.,  oa  Maryland  Heights,  200; 
abandons  them,  200. 

Forrest,  Gbn.  N.  B.,  escapes  fh)m  ^ort  Donelson, 
60;  raids  on  Rosecrans^s  communications,  270;  routed 
At  Parker^s  Cross-roads,  282 ;  at  Chickamanga,  417 :  Ua 
massacre  at  Fort  Pillow,  619 ;  routs  Sturgls  at  Qob- 
town,  621 ;  assails  JohnsonvtUe,  Tenn.,  679. 

FoBT  Db  Russt,  captured  by  A.  J.  Smith,  537. 
Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  map  of,  46;   invested 


br  Grant,  47;  Bebels  attempt  to  cut  their  war  out, 
48-9;  sufferings  of  the  troop^  49 ;  Floyd  and  Forrest 
escape,  50 ;  the  surrender,  60;  losses  sustaine^at,  5t 


Fort  Fisheb,  N.  C,  Gen.  Terry  assaults  and 
captures,  718. 

Fort  Henrt,  Tenn.,  defenses  of,  46 ;  attacked 
by  Oen.  Grant,  46;  map  of,  46;  captured,  46-7. 

Fort  Hindxan,  Ark.,  taken  by  McClemand,  293. 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  capture  of;  79. 

Fort  McAllister,  attack  on,  463 ;  stormed,  693. 

Fort  Pillow,  bombarded  and  c^tured — ^For- 
rest*s  massacre  at,  619. 

Fort  Powell,  blown  np  by  the  Rebels,  663. 

Fort  Pulaski,  siege  and  capture  of,  455  to  468. 

Fort  Sanders  attacked  by  Longstreet,  432. 

Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philbp.  maps  of;  86 ;  88 ; 
bombardment  and  surrender  of,  88  to  97. 

Fort  Smith,  Ark'.,  Gen.  Thayer  leaves,  562. 

Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  Mobile  bav,  Farra- 
gut ssssils,  651 ;  Page  and  Anderson  surrender,  6S8L 

Fort  Stebdm an,  Ya.,  Rebel  attack  on,  728. 

Fort  Sumter,  iron-dads  on  service  at,  466:  Du- 
pont^s  Iron -dads  assail,  467;  adTance  on  arrestee,  469; 
the  monitors  repulsed— the  iron-dad  Keokuk  sunk 
near,  471 ;  Dahlgren's  luckless  attack  on,  481 ;  Swln- 
ton*s  account  of  the  bombardment  of;  467-S-9;  eracua- 
tion  of,  702-8. 

Fort  Wagner,  Gen.  Strohg^s  assault  on,  a  fail- 
ure, 477;  Gen.  Gillmore  begins  a  regular  siege  ot^ 
478;  captured  by  Gillmore,  4bl. 

Fort  Warren,  K.  C,  assailed  by  Rebels,  633-4 
Foster,  Gen.  J.  G.,  accompanies  Bumside's  ex- 
pedition, 78;  part  t^en  by,  in  the  attack  on  Newbem, 
78;  in  ciHnmand  ff  Department  of  N.  C.^;  organises 
expedition  for  the  capture  of  Goldsboro'^ ;  81 ;  returns 
to  Newbern,  81 ;  repels  D.  H.  Hill  at  Washington,  N. 
C,  488;  makes  a  demonstration  In  behalf  of  Sherman, 
096;  relieved  In  consequence  oi  his  wound,  696. 

Foster,  Col.,  defisats  Sam.  Jones  at  Blue  Springs, 
Tenn.,  470. 

Franklin,  Gen.  Wm.  B..  at  West  Point,  Va.,  126; 
his  corps  In  reserve  at  Gaines^s  Mill,  156;  repulses  the 
enemy  s  attack  at  Golding's  flirm,  160;  commands  a 
corps  at  Malvern  Hill,  165;  ordered  to  r^enforce  Pope, 
179;  commands  a  corps  of  McClellan's  left  wing  at 
Crampton^s  Gap,  199:  at  Antietam,  807;  his  itilure  at 
Sabine  Pas^  889;  at  rrederioksborg,  844;  wounded  st 
Sabine  Cross-roads,  589. 

Franklin,  Dr.  Benjamin,  on  Negro  soldiers,  51 3. 
FRAifKLiN,  Teon.,  Hood  attacks  Schofield  at,  681  ,* 

map  of  batUe,  681 ;  losses  in  the  battle  of;  688. 
Fredericksburg,  Bumside  before,  343;  battl* 

of;  845  to  848;  map  oi:  848;  our  losses  at,  847;  Gens. 

Lee  and  Bornsido  near,  849. 
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Fremont,  Qkk.  J.  0^26;  appointed  to  oommand 
of  Mountain  Departin«nt,  118;  ordered  to  Intdtsept 
Jackson,  IM;  his  march  across  the  mountains,  186-7 ; 
iUls  to  head  off  JacksoiL  187;  fight  with  Ewell  at 
Ooss-Key s«  188 ;  recalled  from  porsoit  of  Jackson.  140 ; 
refosea  a  command  mider  Qen.  Pope,  178;  his  proc- 
Umation  modified  bj  OTder  of  the  Preaident,  289; 
nominated  for  President  at  Clevehmd,  658;  withdraws 
firom  Presidential  eanrass,  670. 

^EBNOH  Bmpebob  proffers  hia  Bervioes  as  me- 
diator between  the  North  and  South,  484. 

Fbbnoh,  Gbn.  (BebelX  commands  a  division  at 
Antletam,  907;  at  Frederiekabaiig,  845;  la  repelled 
from  Allatoona  br  Oen.  Oorse,  689. 

Vbont  BoTiJi,  Va,  fight  at^  133-4. 


0. 

Gaikes^s  Mill,  Ya..  batfle  o(  154  to  168;  map 

of  the  field,  156 ;  Porter^s  defeat,  157 ;  loMm  fuatained, 

157-8;  MeCleIlan'8  dispatches,  15& 
Gainbsvillb,  battle  of,  181  •  retreat  fVom,  183-7. 
Gallatin,  Tenn.,  Union  defeat  at,  213. 
Galyxston,  Magruder*s  foraj,  and  our  losses  at, 

822;  888;  825;  naval  enoonntcrs  at,  828  to 887. 
Gang,  Gen.,  surprises  a  Union  outpost,  555. 
Gardner,  Gin.,  bis  defense  and  sunender  of 

Port  Hndaon,  818;  881  to  887. 
#arfibld,  Gkn.  James  A»  drives  Marshall  from 

Kentnokf,  42;  at  battle  of  Mill  Spring,  42;  48;  44;  at 

Chiokamann,  ^2. 
Garland,  Brio^-Gbn.,  his  brigade  cat  up  at 

Booth  MoantaiB,  and  himself  killed,  60«L 
Garnbtt,  Brio.-Gsn.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  389. 
Garrard,  Gen.,  cooperates  at  Mobik,  723. 
Geary,  Gbn.  John  W.,  his  charge  at  Cedar 

Mountain,  177;  triumphs  at  Wauhatchie,  48& 
Gboroia,  British-Ck>nfedeiate  cruiser,  captured 

by  the  Niagara,  64& 
Gbrmantown,  Ya.,  skirmish  at,  188. 
GBirrsBiTRO,  367 :  battle  and  map  o^  3*78 ;  Gens. 

Hancock  and  Sickles  arrive  at,  879 :  prepariniir  for  the 

deeitive  diarge  at,  888;  second  battle  and  map  o^  884 ; 

theBebel  grand  charge  at,  886^ 
Gbttt'b  Division  at  the  bataea  of  the  Wilder- 

neas,  568  to  571. 

Gholson,  Gen.,  of  Miss.,  killed  at  Egypt,  696. 

Gibbon,  BRia.-GBN.,  at  South  Mountain.  198; 
wounded  atYloksburg,  847;  at  Chancellorsvllle,  862 ; 
at  Oettyaburg,  886  to  887;  at  the  Wlldemeaa,  567  to 
671;  at  Cold  Harbor,  58L 

GiDDiNQS,  Hon.  J.  B.,  cm  the  Slare-Trade,  237. 

Gilbert,  Gbn.,  in  battle  of  Perryrille,  220. 

Gillem,  Gbn.,  captures  300  prisoners  from  Duke 
at  Kingaport,  Tenn,  688;  eapturea  200  men  and  8  guns 
from  ^loghaa  at  WytheTlUe,  Ya^  688. 

GiLLMORB,  Gbn.  Quinct  A.,  routs  Pegram  near 
Somerset,  427 ;  his  plan  for  bombarding  Fort  Puiaski 
adopted,  456;  457;  fidl  of  Fort  Pulaakl  due  to,  456; 
saooeeds  Oen.  Hunter  in  oommand  of  the  Department 
of  the  South,  478 ;  condition  of  his  arror  and  phm  of 
operattona,  478-4:  eetabtishea  the  marsh  battery,  which 
opena  on  Charieaton,  478-8 :  eapturea  Fort  Wagner,  4S1 ; 
Btopa  blockade-running  at  Cbarleaton,  482;  occupies 
JacksonTlIle  unresisted,  588;  680. 

Gist,  Gen.,  at  Ohidramauga,  417 ;  killed  at  Frank- 
lin, Tenn.,  688^ 

Gladding,  BRia.-GEN.f  killed  at  Shiloh,  70. 

Glbndalb,  Ya.,  battle  o^  161  to  163 :  extracts 
from  various  reports  ot,  162-8;  Bam.  Wilkeson*!  ac- 
count of  retreat  irom,  161 

Goldino^s  Farm,  fight  at,  160. 

Goldsboro',  N.  0.,  Schofldd  enters,  716;  Ger- 
man arrlvea,  70& 

Goldsbobouoh,  Coil  L.  M.,  with  Bumside's 
expedition,  78;  relieved  from  command,  76;  121. 

Goodino,  Ool.  O.  p.,  encounters  a  Rebel  f^ce 
sear  Bed  river,  689. 


Goodino,  Gbn.,  taken  prisoner,  220. 

Gordon,  Gen.  J.  B.,  mortally  wounded  near 

Bichmond,  574. 
Gordon,  Gen.  G.  H.,  extract  fhnn  his  report  of 

attack  on  Banks^s  rear-suard  at  Winchester,  li»;  con- 

mands  a  brigade  at  Annetam,  206. 

GoRDONSYiLLE,  Ya.,  173 ;  Jackson  at,  176. 

Gorman,  Gbn.  W.  A.,  at  South  Mountain,  198. 

Gov  AN,  Gen.,  at  Chidcamauga,  417 ;  cuitnredi 
with  most  of  hia  brigade,  at  Jooesbotx>\  Oa.  6ML 

Gove,  Col.,  Mass.,  killed  at  Gahie^s  Mill,  157. 

GRAHAif,  Major,  his  train  recaptured  at  Phila- 
delphia, Tenn.,  481. 

Granburt,  Brio.-Gbn.,  kOled  at  Franklin,  683. 

Grand  Eoore,  La.,  Rebels  beaten  near,  545. 

Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  burned  hy  Gen.  WiUiams^ 
101;  attack  on,  808. 

Gbangbb,  Gen.  Gordon,  at  Ohkdcamauga,  421 ; 
oaptiree  Fort  Moigaa,  668;  in  attack  on  MobUe,  TSL 

Grant,  Gbn.  TJ.  S.,  o^itures  Fort  Henir,  45-6; 
investa  and  oupturea  Fort  Doaelaoii,  47  to  51;  morm 
his  army  to  PitUburg  Landing.  58-8;  arrives  on  th* 
battle-field,  68 ;  his  remarka  on  the  line  of  retreat,  65; 
66;  68;  his  report  of  loeses  at  Pittsburg  Landiac,  76; 
In  oommand  of  the  distilet  of  West  IVBBneeeee— informs 
Boeecrans  of  the  movementa  of  a  large  Bobel  force,  iSt; 
orders  Bosecrana  to  attack  luka,  and  sends  him  r6eB- 
forcementa,  228;  he  r6enforcea  Corinth  so  as  to  reeiat 
the  besieging  army  under  Van  Darn,  280;  his  attempta 
to  flank  dMMississippi,  895;  he  creases  the  Big  Black, 
808;  changea  hia  point  of  attack  on  Yioksbnri^SM: 
directs  a  naval  attack  on  the  batteries  oi  erand 
Ouli;  802;  crosses  his  army  near  Pert  Qibson,  808; 
his  attack,  804 ;  his  captures  and  toss,  804;  changea  hia 
base  of  supplies,  804;  wins  the  battle  of  CSwmpton 
HUla.  807 ;  hU  eapturea  and  loa•B^  808-9 ;  lUl  of  Haines^ 
Bluff  and  Yaioo  Clly,  810;  his  grand  asaanlt  on  Yleka- 
burg  a  fldlure^he  begina  a  reffiuar  aiege— «eeotiatkna 
ibr  surrender,  captures  and  loasea,  2a,  810  to  816; 
selected  for  chief  eoDunand  la  Tenneeaee,  488;  la  r»- 
enforoed  by  Sherman  at  Chattanooga,  487;  drives 
Bran  from  Lookout  Mountain,  Chattanooga  Taller, 
andMission Bi^ 488 to 445;  hia olBdal  renort, 442; 
lossea  on  both  sides,  446;  is  Mpolnted  Lieut-General— 
his  advance  on  Bichmood,  568;  his  qnaliAcatlona  and 
ideas,  568-4;  he  eroeses  the  Bapidan, 567;  6ghta  Lee 
at  the  Wlldemesa,  567  to  570;  advances  to  the  North 
Anna  river,  577;  his  flank  movement  to  Cold  Harbor, 
579;  his  grand  assault  at  Cold  Harbor,  581 ;  be  crosaea 
the  James  river,  588;  end  of  hia  campaign  of  1864  and 
losses,  507;  remarks  on  the  reaulu  of  the  campaign, 
608 ;  letter  to  Butler  regardinff  the  capture  of  WUmlag- 
ton,  712;  before  Petersboig,  i^;  780;  compels  Lee  to 
surrender,  748-4 ;  visiU  Sherman  at  Raleigh,  758 ;  Isaoea 
general  order  eongntulattng  tha  troopa  on  the  and  of 
theBebellian,75a 

Great  Run,  Va.,  Sgel  fights  Rebeta  at,  179. 

Greathouse,  Bri6.-Gbv.  LuGiBN,  killed  near 
Atlanta,  681. 

Grbelbt,  Horace,  writes  to  the  President  ca 
Slavery  in  the  War,  S51 ;  at  Hlagara  Falla,  664-6. 

Green  Riybr,  Kj.,  railroad  oommunioaftion  i^ 
opened  to,  27a 

Green,  Col.,  wounded  at  ^ari  Wagner,  477. 

Green,  Gen.,  wounded  at  Wauhatchie,  i36. 

Green,  Gen.  Ton,  killed  on  Red  river,  548. 

Gregg,  Gbn.,  taken  prisoner  at  Faimville,  741 

Grbgo,  Gbn.  (Union),  attadced,  and  600  mm 
c^itnred  trxaa  him  near  Jefferson,  va.  896. 

Gregg,  Brig.-Gbn.  (Rebel),  wounded  at  Antie- 

tam,  210;  at  Oett^sburg,  886. 
Grenada,  Miss.,  cavaliy  rslds  to,  615. 
Gribrson,  Ool.  B.  H.  (since  Gen.),  raids  ttoat 

Lagrange  to  Baton  Bonge,  801 ;  rtMA  toward  Mobile,  681 
GRiniN,  Gbn.,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  156;  at  Malrecn 

Hill,  160;  oaptores  1,600  Bebeb  at  Five  l\>r1tB,  781 
GBiFnTH,  Sbrobant,  22d  Iowbi  captures  IS 

prisoners,  812. 

Grixes,  Senator  James  W.,  of  Iowa,  his  bill  for 
the  edoeatioB  of  ootoml  ohUdmi,  MflL 
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Groybb,  Gbn.  G.,  reoocopies  Baton  Bouge,  827. 
Gboteion,  Ya.,  battle  o(  183. 
GuvBOATS,  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  ene- 
my on  fied  rirer,  OM. 
GuHTOWK,  Miss.,  Sttuyis  routed  at»  62L 


Habeas  Cobpus,  Yallandigham^s  case,  489; 
PrMident  Ltnooln  on,  401. 

HAGEBStowN,  Md.,  Longstreet  adyanoes  to,  196. 

Haikbs's  BLurr,  Miss.,  Bhennan*s  feint  on,  303 ; 
capture  of,  310L 

Hall,  Col.  A.  S.,  106th  Ohio,  defeats  Morgan 
onVaiighrsHUl,884 

Hallbok,  Gsk.  H.  W.,  allusion  to.  26;  35;  58; 
his  army  occupies  Gortnth,  Mlss^Tl-S;  sommoned  to 
Washington  to  act  as  Oeneral-in-Chfel^  72 ;  department 
oC  extended,  118;  his  suggestions  to  Gen.  McClellan, 
109-70.71;  his  eommunicatlons  with  €kn.  McClellan, 
ordering  him  to  withdraw  his  army  flrom  the  Peninsula, 
190-1-8:  his  order  relating  to  Aigittve  slaves,  841; 
orders  Bnmside  to  concentrate  his  army  on  the  Ten- 
nessee, 480;  his  apprehensions  as  to  Bosecrans^B  army 
at  Chattanooga.  488;  Grant  relieves  him  asComman- 
d«r-in.-Chier  and  appelnto  him  chief  of  stafl;  6M. 

Hahiltoh,  Gbit.  S..  odoperates  in  the  attack  on 
Price  at  Inka,  888;  his  raport  as  to  Corinth,  286;  with 
Sherman  on  his  great  maroh^  088. 

Hamilton's  Battebt,  at  Olustee,  631. 

Hampiomt  Roads,  gunboat  fight  in,  116  to  120. 

Hamptoh,  Gbn.  Wade,  wounded  at  (Je^sbuig, 
888;  surprises  Kilpatrlek  near  FayetteTllle,  m 

Hakoock,  Gen.  Winfield  S.,  in  battle  of  Wil- 
Uamsbnre,  186 :  suooeeds  Gen.  Richardson  at  Antletaoi, 
806;  at^vderldubm^  846:  at  Gettysburg,  880 to 887; 
wwuded,  887 ;  oommands  8d  corps  of  the  Amur  of  the 
Potomac.  664;  he  marches  on  ChanceUorsyilie,  666; 
at  the  Wilderness,  667  to  671 :  captures  Gen.  Johnson 
and  Bto£  with  8,000  men  and  SOgnns,  at  Bpottoylvanla, 
571-8;  at  Cold  Harbor,  680  to  6lS ;  north  of  the  James, 
660;  his  fight  at  Beams's  Statiim,  608;  advances  to 
Batcher's  Sun,  fl0& 

Hanover  Court  House,  Ya.,  fight  at,  141-2. 

Hanson,  Gen.  Rogbb  W.,  Ky.  (Rebel),  killed  at 
Stone  River,  98k 

TTabdee,  Gen.,  commands  a  corps  under  Brag?, 
218;  commands  a  corps  at  Stone  River,  874 ;  his  flank 
attack  at  Decatur,  near  Atianta,  668;  his  attack  at 
Jonesboro*.  a  ftdlnre,  686;  evacuates  Savannah,  604; 
evacuates  ClMrleston,  701. 

Hardin,  Col.,  wounded  at  2d  BuH  Run,  189. 

Hardino,  Col.  A.  C,  defends  Fort  Donelson,  283. 

Harper's  Ferrt,  battle  and  map  of;  199 ;  200 ; 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  808. 

Harrington,  Col.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  28L 

Harris,  Got.  Isham  G.,  62. 

Harris,  Col.,  at  Perryviaie,  220. 

Harrison's  Bar,  scene  of  operations,  167; 
map  of  McClellan's  position,  168;  interview  hetween 
President  Lincoln  and  Gen.  McClellan  at,  160. 

Harrison,  Col.  M.  L.,  defeats  Cabell  at  Fayette- 

vlUe,  Ark.,  448. 
Harrodsburg,  Ey.,  Bragg  abandons  supplies 

at,  881. 
Hartbuff,  Bri^-Gen.,  at  South  Mountain,  198; 

la  wounded  at  Antletam,  806. 
Hartsvills,  Tenn.,  fijght  at  271;    disgraoefhl 

torrender  of  CoL  Moore  at,  871-8L 
Habtsvillb,  Mo.,  fight  at,  447.  * 

Hatch,  Gen.,  he  fails  to  carry  out  his  instruo- 

tiona  and  is  relieved  from  command,  176;  commands 

Kl»g*s  division  at  South  Mountain,  197;  is  wounded, 

108;  at  Nashville,  684. 
Hatohbr*s  Run,  Hancock  advances  to,  595. 
Hatton,  Gen.  Robt.  (Rebel),  killed,  158. 
Hawes,  Richard,  appointed  Rebel  "Provisional 

Governor  of  Kentucky,''  217. 


Hawkins,  Col.  R.  C,  at  Roanoke  Island 
Hayes,  Gen.  Alex.,  killed  at  the  Wildeti 
Hatti  recognized  as  a  Republic,  265. 
Haeen,  Gbn.,  with  Sherman  on  his  grei 

680 ;  storms  Fort  McAllister,  608. 
HuNTZELMAN,  Gen.,  Commands  a  corps 
of  the  Potomac.  108;  at  Yorktown,  180;  la 
Williamsburg,  188  to  186;  at  Fair  Oaks,  1 
his  report  of  the  battle  of  Glendale,  168 ;  co 
corps  at  Malvern  Hill,  166;  he  r6enforoes  P( 
179;  ordered  to  c6operate  with  McDowelL 
ent  at  Gainesville,  l85 :  gallant  conduct  of  1 
at  second  Bull  Bun,  180. 
Helena,  Ark.,  attack  by  Holmes  on,  31{ 

defeated  at,  821 
Henderson,  Ky.,  seized  by  guerrillas, 
Henderson*s  HiiiL,  La.,  Gen.  Warner 

and  cultures  guns  and  prisoners  at,  687. 

Hbnrt,  Patrick,  on  the  Slave-Trade, ' 

Herron,  Gen.  F.  J.,  routs  Rebels  near 

vllle.  Ark.,  87,  88;  at  Prairie  Grove,  88  to  43 

fh>m  letters  from,  88 ;  41 ;  at  Y  loksburg,  814 ; 

expedition,  8ia 

HEra,  Gbk.  (Rebel),  defbated  at  Lewish 

140;  at  Gettjsbura,  880  to  887 ;  wounded,  880 

HioGiNSON,  Col.  T.  W.,  takes  Jacksony 
Hill,  Gen.  A.  P.,  his  attack  near  Mecha 
repulsed,  168 ;  c6operates  with  Jackson,  181 : 
Harper's  Ferry,  8w;  at  Fredericksburg,  84^ 
eellorsvlUe,  m;  at  CenterviUe,  806 ;  killed 
burg,  786. 
Hill,  Gen.  D.  H.  (Rebel),  at  Richmo 
148;  his  attack,  near  Mechanlesvllle,  repti 
at  Malvern  Hill,  166;  eomnaands  the  right  < 
second  Bull  Bun,  168:  at  South  M<HintalE 
report  of  the  battle,  107;  at  Get^sbur^8 
Foster  repels  him  at  Washington,  N.  C,  488 ; 
amanga,  416;  at  the  Wildemess,  667  to  67L 

HiLL»  Major,  2d  Indiana,  de(bats  raidei 
Hindman.  Gen.  T.  C,  36;  87 :  in  com 

Prairie  Grove,  88  to  41;  retreats  from  Prali 

40;  at  Chlckamanga,  4Slk 
HiNKLBT,  Col.  (SebelX  killed  at  Harts^ 
HiTOHOOOK,  Gen.,  his  report  of  strengtl 

reserved  for  defense  of  Washington,  18a 
HoBSON,  Gen.,  his  surrender  in  Kentuc 
Hoke,  Gbn.,  besieges  Plymouth,  N.  C, 
Hollins,  Cox.  (Rebel),  55 ;  in  comman( 

at  New  Orleans,  84;  superseded  by  Com.  Wb 
HoLLT  Springs,  captured  by  Van  Don 
Holmes,  Lt.-Gen.,  his  failure  at  Heleni 
Holt,  Brio.-Gen.  (RebelX  killed  at  Bent 

by  scouta  under  Capt  Inez,  654. 
Honbt  Sprinos„  Cooper  defeated  at,  44 
Hood,  Gen.  John  B.,  attempts  to  turn 

of  our  army  at  Thoroughfere  Gap,  188;  coi 

division  at  AnUetam,  800;  at  Gettysburg,  8 

wounded  at  Chtckamanga,  ^8;  leads  the 


Keneeaw  Mountain,  089;  succeeds  Johnsoi 
mand  of  the  Bebel  army  at  AtUnta,  680;  h 
tack  on  Sherman,  at  Decatur,  repulsed— los» 
abandons  Athinta.  687;  his  movements,  61 
Tennessee  campaign,  677;  he  invest*  At! 
bama),  677 ;  operates  on  Sherman^t  line  of  oo 
tlons  up  to  Chattanooga,  678:  Intrencb 
Nashville,  678:  composlaon  and  organlzat 
army,  670-80;  ne  attacks  Bchofleld  at  Frai 
his  account  of  the  battle,  688;  his  positioi 
vine,  684;  worsted  by  Thomaaiat  Nashvill 
Is  chased  out  of  Tennessee.  087;  is  relieve 
mand  at  his  own  request,  680. 
Hooker,  Gen.  Joseph,  in  the  battle  of  "^ 

burc,  188  to  186;  extract  from  his  report  o 
Wlffiamsburg,  185;  advances  on  Blchmonc 
dered  to  Fair  Oaka,  140;  commands  a  dlvl 
battle  of  Malvern  Hill.  165;  drives  the  R< 
Malvern  to  White  Oak  Swamp  bridge,  17( 
Eweirs  foroe  at  Bristow  station,  181 ;  c5op« 
the  army  at  Gainesville  an4  South  Monntalii 
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his  gallant  oondnot  at  8d  Bnll  Knn,  189;  at  Antletam, 
805;  dM:  rvoelvee  a  severe  wonnd  in  the  foot,  and  his 
eommund  assigned  to  Gen.  Samner,  207;  at  Freder- 
icksburg, 845;  sacoeeds  Bomside  in  command  of  the 
army,  85S;  Lee  concentrates  his  forces  on  his  front, 
855;  stunned  at  the  battle  of  Cbanoellorsrille,  861 ;  his 
loss.  864;  rScroeses  the  Bappahannock,  864;  Is  snc- 
ceeded  in  command  by  Gen.  Meade,  875;  risits  Wash- 
ington without  leave,  and  Is  placed  In  arrest  bv  Gen. 
HaJleck,  875;  is  transferred  from  the  army  of  tne  Po- 
tomac, with  11th  and  12th  corps,  to  Middle  Tennessee, 
under  Grant,  488;  he  carries  Lookoat  Monntain,  489 ; 
advances  on  ChaUanooga,  441 ;  Cleburne  turns  on  him 
at  Ringgold,  445;  defeats  Longstreet  at  Wauhatchie, 
485-6;  in  the  Atlanto  campaign,  62& 

HOTBT.  Gek.  a.  p.,  captoreB  a  Rebel  camp,  288 ; 
wonnded  at  Fort  Hindman,  298 ;  good  service  at 
Champion  Hill^  808;  at  Yicksbnrg,  812. 

Howard,  Gek.  0. 0.,  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks,  148 ; 
at  Antletam,  207;  at  Fredericksburg,  845;  his  corps 
ronted  by  Jackson  at  Chancel  lorsviUe,  857;  at  Gettrs- 
Vurg,  880  to  887;  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  626;  with 
Sherman  in  his  great  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannah, 
689  to  695;  advances  on  Columbia,  S.  C,  700. 

HowB,  Gbk.  a.  p.,  at  Chanoellorsville,  363 ;  hia 
narrative  of  the  pursuit  of  Lee,  890 ;  his  testlm<my  in 
relation  to  Gen.  Meade,  402. 

HuGBR,  Gen.  (Rebel!  at  Seven  Pines,  143 ;  his 

Ksition  in  front  of  Richmond,  160;  is  present  at  the 
tUe  of  Malvern  Hill,  166l 
Humphreys,  Gen.,  at  Vicksbuiv,  346 ;  at  Get- 
tysburg, 882  to  887;  at  Farm-ville,  7<& 
Hunter,  Gen.,  his  order  on  Slavery  annulled  by 
the  President,  246-7 ;  he  defeats  W.  £.  Jones  at  Pied- 
mont, 600 ;  miscarries  at  Lvnchburg,  601 ;  is  succeeded 
in  command  by  Gen.  Sheridan,  607. 
HuRLBUT,  Gen.,  59,  64;  at  Corinth,  230. 


Imbodbn,  Gen.,  captures  Charlestown,  Ta.,  396. 

Imxell's  Battery,  at  luka,  224. 

Indspendenob,  Mo.,  garrison  at,  oaptored,  36. 

Indiana,  Morgan's  raid  into,  406. 

INDUN  Campaions,  Sibley*8  and  Connor's,  456. 

Indianola,  iron-clad,  destroyed,  299. 

Indians,  slaveholding  among  the,  32;  at  Fort 

Smith,  88;  in  battle  of  Pea  Bidge,  88-4. 
Indian  Tebritort,  32-3. 
Inoraham,  Capt.  D.  N.,  his  iron-dad  raid  fVom 

Charleston,  466. 
Innes,  Coi..,  1st  Michigan  Engineers,  his  defense 

ot  Lavergne,  28t 
Irish  Brigade,  servioes  of,  162 ;  great  loss  of, 

at  Fredericksburg,  846k 
Iron-Olads  in  service  at  Fort  Sumter,  466;  at 

Morris  Island,  476. 
Island  No.  10,  assailed,  54;  captured,  66-6. 
luKA,  Miss.,  battle  and  map  of,  223. 
IzBTTA,  Steamboat,  aids  in  capturing  raiders,  404 


jACfESON,  Gen.  Stonewall  (Rebel),  promotion 
oC  107-8;  operations  of,  in  West  Vireinla,  108;  In 
Shenandoah  valley.  114;  116:  183  to  149;  defeated  at 
Kemstown,  116;  at  McDowell,  188;  <»ptnre8  garrison 
at  Front  Roval,  188-4 ;  moves  toward  Winchester,  184; 
strength  of  bis  army,  184;  forces  Banks  from  Winches- 
ter, 185;  his  losses  and  captures  in  the  Vallev.  185; 
140;  his  reasons  for  failing  to  crash  Bank^  186;  ex- 
tract from  his  report,  186 ;  retreats  up  the  Valley,  186-7 ; 
repnlses  Fremont  with  Eweirs  corps,  188:  at  Port  Be- 
pnblic,  189;  his  army  summoned  to  Bicnmond,  140; 
arrests  McDowell's  march,  161 ;  his  report  of  losses  at 
6alne«'s  Mill,  167 ;  operations  near  Glendala,  161 ;  Mal- 
Tem  Hill.  166;  his  loss,  166;  rdenfbrced  at  Oordons- 
Tllle,  he  follows  Oen.  F.well,  176;  attacks  Crawford^ 
batteries  at  Culpepper  and  defeats  Banks  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  177;  prisoners  and  guns  captured  by,  177; 


his  hacardoQs  movement  from  the  BappahanDock,  180; 
evacuates  Manassas,  1^1 :  is  present  at  2d  Bnll  Ron,  187 ; 
his  report,  1S8-9 ;  he  rtoxMses  the  Potomac  and  cap- 
tures Martinsbnn  and  Harper's  Ferry,  IW-SOO;  201 ; 
commands  the  left  wing  at  Antietara,  M6;  ordered  to 
attack  the  right  wing  in  flank  and  rear,  but  decUnec, 
909;  at  Fredericksburg;  844;  he  rouu  Howard^  corps 
at  ChanoeUorsville,  867;  his  death,  869. 

Jackson,  Gen.  Ja&  S.,  killed  at  PenyTille,  219. 
Jackson,  Gen.  C.  F.,  killed  at  Fred*ksbarg,  347. 
Jaokson,  Ool.,  76th  PtL,  at  Fort  Wagner,  47T. 
JACKs6NnLi<B,  Fla.,  retaken  by  Unionists,  459; 
Union  Conyention  at,  460,  682. 

Jackson  Citt,  Miss.,  captured  by  McPhersoo, 
806;  Sherman  drives  Johnston^s  army  out  oi;  817. 

Jaensen,  Major,  killed  before  Ticksburg,  290. 

Jambs  Riyeb;  scene  of  operations  and  map  ot, 
168;  crossed  by  Grant,  588;  Sheridan  baffled  at  bridges 
over,  72a 

Jefferson,  Ya^  Unionists  ronted  near,  395. 

Jefferson  Citt,  Mo.,  Price  threatens,  669. 

Jenkins,  Gen.,  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  389. 

Jenkinses  Ferry,  Ark.,  fight  at,  653. 

Johnson,  Andrew,  nominated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. 660;  his  letter  ^acceptance,  660;  succeeds  to  the 
Preffldency,  760;  ofTers  reward  of  $100,000  for  arrest  of 
Davis,  750. 

Johnson,  Hon.  Geo.  W.j  killed  at  Shiloh,  70. 

Johnson,  Major-Gen.  Edward,  captured  by 
Hancock  at  Spottsylvania,  571 

Johnson,  Gen.  B.  W.,  at  Chickamauga,  415; 
cdoperates  against  Bragg  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Chat- 
tanooga Valley,  and  M&wion  Ridge,  488  to  441 

Johnson,  Zaohariah,  on  the  Slaye-Trade,  233. 

Johnson's  Island,  Lake  Erie,  plot  to  seize,  624. 

JoHNsONTiLLE,  Tenn.,  assaulted  by  Forrest,  679. 

Johnston,  Gen.  Joseph  E.,  succeeds  Beauregard 
in  command  of  Army  of  Viiiginia,  118;  evacuates  Ma- 
nassa^  112:  attacks  Casey  at  Fair  Oaks,  142;  wounded 
at  Fair  Oaks,  146;  his  report  of  kMses  at  Fair  Oaks, 
148;  Sherman  drives  him  out  of  JadJBon  City,  817: 
opposed  to  Sherman  in  Georgia.  625 ;  oi^anixraon  or 
army,  625;  abandons  Dalton  and  Resaoa  to  Sherman, 
626;  retreats  troxa  Adairsville,  626;  Kingston,  628; 
Kcnesaw  Mountain,  680 :  is  snpeneded  by  Hood, 
680-1 ;  takes  command  of  Hood's  army,  6W;  attacks 
Slooum  at  Bentonvllla,  707;  surrenders  to  Sherman, 
761 

Johnston,  Gen.  Albert  Sidnet,  abandons  Bowl- 
ing Qreen,  61 ;  bis  retreat  to  Corinth,  69 ;  reasons  for 
leaving  Kentuckv,  50 ;  60 ;  in  command  at  Pittsburg 
Landing,  60;  killed,  64 

Jones,  Gen.  D.  R.,  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  183; 
wounded  at  Antietam,  206. 

Jones,  Gsn.ThomasN.,  eTaouatesPensacola,  469. 

Jones,  Major-Gen.  Sail,  at  Wytheville  and  Lew- 

isburg;40a. 
Jones,  Maj.-Gen.  J.  M.,  wounded  at  Malrem 

Hill,  166;  moves  to  Harper*s  Ferry,  900;  wounded  at 

Gettysburg,  889;  killed  at  the  Wilderness,  66& 
Jones,  Col.,  24th  Ohio,  killed  at  Stone  Rirer,  281 . 
JONESBORO\  operations  of  Sherman^s  army  at,  635. 
Journalistb  (New  York)  on  the  liberhr  of  the 

Pt«a^49& 


Xane,  Lt.-Ool.  T.  L.,  Penn.  Buoktails,  wounded 

and  captured,  187.  

•ElBARNT,  Gen.  Philip,  at  "WUhamsburff,   124; 

at  Malvern  Hill,  165;  advances  on  6aineevilie,lSl-<; 

killed  near  Chantilly,  18& 
Kearsaroe,  The,  sinks  the  Alabama,  646. 
Exenan,  Maj.,  killed  at  Chancellorsyille,  368. 
Kemper,  BRio.-GEN.,wounded  at  Gettysburg,  389. 
KsNESAW  Mountain,  Sherman  repulsed  at,  629. 
Kknlt,  Col.  J.  R.,  surprised  at  Front  Rojal,  133. 
Ilennett,  Col.  Luther  M.,  chases  raiders,  271. 
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Kentuokt,  41 ;  Buell  moves  oi^  Bowling  Green, 
61  ;f  iavasion  ot,  by  Klrby  Smith,  218;  ndders  captnrea 
fh>m,  404;  Morgan^a  last  raid  into,  038;  President  lia- 
eoln  in  relation  to,  KML 

EjfiENSTOWN,  Ya.,  Jackson  defeated  at,  114 

Kershaw,  Brio.-Gen.,  at  Malvern  HiU,  165; 
takes  Marylaod  Heights,  901. 

ExTES,  Gen.  E.  D.,  commands  corps  in  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  lOS ;  surprised  at  Fair  Oak^  14S;  on  the 
James  river,  109;  at  Malvern  Hill,  165;  retreats  on 
Washington,  884. 

KiLPATRiOK,  Gen.  Judson,  attacks  Lee's  rear- 
ffoard  nnder  Pettlgrew,  892-8:  captures  gunboats  near 
Fredericksburg,  894 ;  worsted  dv  btuart  and  Fits  Hugh 
Lee,  896:  his  raid  on  Biohmond,  565-6;  is  wounded  at 
Beaaco.  <Rl6;  with  Sherman  in  his  great  march,  689  to 
695;  advances  to  Wavnesboro\  691;  threatens  an  ad- 
vance on  Au^sta,  697 ;  skirmishes  with  Wheeler,  697 ; 
surprised  by  Wade  Hampton  near  FayettevUle,  N.  C, 
705. 

Kimball,  Brio.-Gen.,  at  Antietam,  208. 

KniBALL,  Gen.  Nathan,  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  682. 

Kino,  Gen.  RuFU8,his  information,  151;  onYir- 

gnla  Central  railroad,  178 ;  sends  a  brlffade  to  Cedar 
onntain.  175;  retreats  on  Manassas  Junction,  188; 
fights  Jackson  near  Oainesvllle,  188. 

KiNOSPORT,  Tenn.,  Gillem  takes  300  prisoners 

at,  688. 
Kingston,  Tenn.,  abandoned  by  Buckner,  429. 
Kuke;  Brig.-Gen.,  drives  Wheeler  out  of  La- 

vergne,  291 ;  wounded  at  Stone  River,  279. 
KiRKLAND,  Gen.,  woimded,  396. 
Knights  or  the  Golden  Cirglb,  The,  19;  556. 
Knoxyillb,   occupied   by   Kirby  Smith,   213; 

Bnmside  delivers,  429;  Longstreet  Msieges,  482: 
Koltbs^  Oou,  killed  at  second  Boll  Bun,  189. 


LAroTTBOHB,  Lft^  oocupled  by  Gen.  Weitzel,  104. 

Lamar,  Col.  J.  G.,  defends  Secessionville,  461. 

Lamine,  Mo.,  a.  J.  Smith  stopped  at,  560. 

Lander,  Gen.  F.  W.,  at  Blooming  gap,  108; 
death  ot,  114. 

Landruh's  Brigade  at  Yicksburg,  312. 

IiANGDON*s  Battery  at  Olustee,  631. 

Lauxan,  Gen.,  at  Yicksburg,  314;  Jackson,  317. 

Layergnb,  Tenn.,  capture  of,  280;  Gen.  Kirk 
drives  Wheeler  out  o^  #71 ;  Innes's  defense  of;  281. 

Lawler's  Brigade  at  Yicksburg,  312. 

Lawton,  Gen.,  at  second  BuH  Run,  188 ;  moves 
to  Harper^s  Ferry,  200 ;  at  Antietam,  806 ;  wounded,  810. 

Lebanon.  Ky.,  capture  of,  212 ;  burned  by  Mor- 
gan and  his  raider^  405. 

Le  Duo,  Gen.  Yiotor,  on  slowness  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  171. 

Lee,  Gen.  A.  L.,  on  Red  river,  536  to  546. 

Lee,  Lt.,  killed  at  Gkdveston,  324. 

Lee,  Gen.  Robert  E.,  at  Fair  Oaks,  143 ;  m  com- 
mand of  the  Bebel  annj,  168 ;  increases  the  army  of 
Virginia,  158 :  on  battle  of  Glendale,  168 ;  menaces 
McClellan's  right  wing,  178:  his  letter  intercepted, 
173;  on  the  Rappahannock,  Iw:  victorious  at  Gaines- 
ville, or  second  Bull  Run,  188;  his  official  report,  187; 
his  captures  flrom  Pope,  189 :  his  losrea,  189;  his  ad- 
vance Into  Marvland,  198;  -address  to  Maryland,  198-4 ; 
his  general  order,  194-5;  Harper*s  Ferry  his  object, 
195;  divides  his  army,  196;  at  the  battle  of  South 
Mountain,  198;  on  Antietam  creek,  near  Sharpeburg, 
904;  his  report  of  the  battle,  810;  rScrosses  the  Poto- 
mac, 810;  moves  to  Bunker  Hill  and  Wlndieeter, 
811;  fights  Bnmside  at  Fredericksburg,  848  to  849; 
flfrhts  Hooker,  855;  Sedgwick  on  his  rear  at  Ghancel- 
lorsvllle,  868;  bis  order,  865;  his  army  on  tree  soil, 
867;  he  enters  Pennsylvania,  878;  flgnts  Meade  at 
Gettysburg.  880  to  888 ;  retreats  to  the  Potomao— his 
loss,  891;  chases  Meade  up  tn  Centerville,  495;  re- 
crosses  the  Rappahannock,  896;  prepares  to  fight 


Grant,  666 ;  fights  Grant  in  the  Wilderness,  667  to  571 : 
at  Spottsylvania,  578-8 ;  Gold  Harbor,  560;  defense  of 
the  massacre  at  Fort  Flllow,  689 ;  attacks  Warren  and 
Sheridan,  781 ;  notifies  Davis  to  evacuate  Richmond, 
785;  crosses  the  Appomattox.  741 :  solicits  an  inter- 
▼lew  with  Grant,  744 ;  surrenders  his  army,  744 ;  takes 
leave  of  his  army,  746k 

Lee,  Gen.  Fitz  Hugh,  enoomiters  Gregg,  393. 

Legarevillb,  S.  0.,  transport'capturednear,  465. 

Lbwisburg,  Ya.,  fights  at,  140;  403. 

Libbrll  and  Hatti  recognized,  265. 

LiDDELL,  Col.,  killed  at  Antietam,  210. 

LiDDLE,  Gen.,  at  Chickamauga,  417. 

"Lightfoot,  Col.,  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

LiNOOLN,  Abraham,  26;  82;  orders  a  general 
advance,  108;  orders  rSoiganizatlon  of  the  army,  108; 
to  McGlellan.  concerning  routes  of  advance  to  RIcIh 
mond,  109;  defers  to  McClellan's  plan,  110:  order  re- 
lieving McClellan  flrom  general  conunand,  118;  his 
want  of  confidence  in  McClellan,  118:  order  as  tojoro- 
tectlon  of  Washington,  189;  as  to  withdrawal  of  Blen- 
ker,  189 ;  orders  a  corps  to  remain  near  Washington, 
180 ;  to  McClellan,  as  to  the  strengthening  of  his  army, 
181 ;  sends  Franklin  to  McClellan,  188  visits  McDow- 
ell, 186 ;  r^enforces  McClellan,  140 ;  letter  to  McClellan, 
152;  158;  visits  the  army,  169 ;  his  letter  to  Mcaellan, 
198 ;  as  to  the  Slave-Trade,  840 ;  as  to  slave  contrabands, 
848;  reply  to  H.  Greeley's  letter,  849;  reply  to  Eman- 
cipationists. 851 ;  his  proclamations  of  Freedom,  858; 
S reposes  aid  to  emancipation,  859;  on  slave  colonlza- 
ion,  857 ;  as  to  recognition  of  Hayti  and  Liberia,  865; 
on  the  Habeas  Corpus,  490  to  498 ;  to  the  Ohio  Democ- 
racy, 4lliS\  replies  to  Gov.  Seymour  on  the  Draft:  608; 
on  protecting  negro  soldiers,  585;  amnesty  proclama- 
tion ot  588;  he  appoints  Grant  Commander-in-Chief^ 
568-^;  allusion  to  Kentucky,  655;  letter  to  Hodges, 
656;  Uwt  message,  678;  on  Peace  negotiations,  675;  nis 
second  Inaugural,  676-7;  thanks  to  Sherman,  695;  at 
City  Point  and  enters  Richmond,  746;  instructs  Welt- 
zel  as  to  Virginia  (Rebel)  Legislature,  746;  Issues  two 
procUmations,  747 ;  assassinated  by  Wilkes  Booth,  74a 

LiTTLB  Osage,  Mo.,  fight  at,  561. 

LrTTLB  Rock,  Ark.,  Steele  captures,  461 ;  m^res 

southward  fh>m,  653;  Steele  retreats  to,  655i 
Loan,  Gen.  Ben.,  35 ;  36. 
LocKWOOD,  Gen.,  at  Gettysburg,  380  to  387. 
Logan,  Gen.  John  A.,  at  Port  Gibson,  806 ;  at 

Champion  Hills,  808;  at  yioksbni^,816;  816;  In  tha 

Atlanta  oampai^,  681. 

Lomax,  00%  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

Longstreet,  Gen.  Jambs,  at  Fftir  Oaks,  142-3 ; 
repulsed  at  Meohanicsville,  168;  at  Galnes^s  Mill,  166; 
at  Malvern  Hill,  165;  his  movements.  180;  advances 
to  support  Jackson,  188;  at  second  Bull  Run,  187;  re- 
enforces  Hill  at  South  Mountain,  197;  at  Froderlcks- 
burg,  844;  baffled  by  Peck  at  Suffolk,  867;  at  Gettys- 
bun?,  880-887 ;  at  Chickanuiuga,  488;  against  Bumside 
in  East  Tennessee,  481-8:  abandons  the  siege'  of  Fort 
Sanders,  488 ;  at  the  Wilderness,  569-571. 

Lookout  Mountain,  carried  by  Hooker,  439. 
LoRiNG,  Maj.-Gen.  Vf,  W.,  at  the  Yazoo^  296. 
LoRiNG,  Col.,  diskr^alty  of,  19. 
Louisvdle  Coterier^  The^  citations  from,  43. 
LovEJOT,  Hon.  Owen,  on  fugitive  slaves,  267. 
LovEJOT,  Ga.,  Sherman's  army  at,  634.    » 
LovELL,  Gen.  ICaksfebld,  in  command  at  New 

Orleans,  86-9&    . 
Lynchburg,  Ya.,  Hunter  misoarries  at,  601. 
Ltnde,  Maj.,  19;  treachery  of,  20. 
Lyons,  Lord,  on  Democratic  leaders,  484-6-6. 
Lytlb,  CJol^  killed  at  Perryville,  220.     ^ 


Macon,  Ga.,  Stoneman's  disastrous  raid  to,  633. 
MAFFrrT,  J.  N.,  commander  of  the  Florida,  643. 
Magilton,  Col.,  at  South  Mountain,  198. 
Magrath,  Got.,  S.  C,  orders  conscription,  697. 
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Maorudbb,  Gwff,  J.  B.,  at  Yorktown,  120;  on 
siege  of  Yorktown,  121 :  abaodons  Yorktown,  122 :  re- 
port on  the  Seven  Days^  straggle,  150 ;  at  Malvern  Hill, 
165;  at  Oalveston,  828. 

Mahonb,  Gbk.,  at  Malyern  Hill,  165. 

Kajob,  Lt.-Col^  l8t  N.  C,  killed  at  Olusiee,  631. 

Makall,  Gbn.,  surrenders  Island  No.  10,  55. 

Mallon,  Col.  Jufss  E.,  42d  N.  Y.,  killed,  396. 

Mallort,  Col.,  demands  ftigitive  slaves  from 
Gen.  Bntler,  and  is  reftised,  288. 

Malyern  Hill,  battle  of,  164  to  16t ;  map  of  the 
Held,  165;  loasea  saetalned,  166;  testimony  in  regard 
to,  166-7;  is  rdtaken  by  Hooker.  17a 

HAKASfiAS  Gap,  Gen.  ICeade's  fight  at,  893. 

MANA88A8  JuNonoN,  Operations  Dear,  179;  Rebel 
attack  on,  180;  Lee  eneampe  at,  212. 

Manigault,  Gen.,  wounded  at  Franklin,  683. 

HAKNiKa,  Col.,  wounded  at  Antietam,  207. 

liAWsnELD,  Gbn.  J.  K.  F.,  killed  at  Antietam,  206. 

Manson,  Briq.-Gbn.  Mahlon  D.,  defeated  by 
Ool.  Preston,  214;  wonnded  and  taken  priaoner,  215; 
his  report  and  losses,  215. 

Maksura,  La.,  attack  on  Banks  repulsed  at,  531. 

Marietta,  Ga.,  taken  by  Sherman,  628. 

Maritdci  Law,  in  relation  to  belligerents,  642. 

Marks^b  Mill,  Ark..  Fagan  triumphs  at,  563. 

Markaduks,  Gbk.  M.  M.,  defeated  at  Spring- 
field, Ma— repulsed  at  HartsriUe— driven  ont  of  Bates- 
TiUe,  447:  retreata  Into  Arkansa^  448;  defeated  at 
LitUe  Rock,  451 ;  beaten  again  near  Golnmbla,  Ark., 
651 ;  captured  by  Pleasanton,  661. 

Martindalb,  Gkn.  Johk  H.,  at  Gaines's  Mill 
156;  at  Malvern  Hill,  166i 

Martxnbburg,  Va.,  occupied  by  Jackson,  199. 

Martb*8  Heights,  heroic  assaults  on,  346. 

Maryland,  Lee's  advance  into,  and  proclama- 
tion, 19^A. 

Maryland  Heiohts,  held  by  Ford,  196;  pris- 
oten  and  gons  oaptnred  at,  202l 

Mason,  J.  M.,  allusion  to,  81. 

Massachusetts  Yolumtbbrs  killed  in  Balti- 
more, 614. 

Mathews,  Col.  Stanley,  routs  Wheeler,  272. 

Maury,  Gen.,  defends  Mobile,  721;  his  retreat 
and  losses,  724. 

Max  Meadows,  Gillem  destroys  railroad  at,  688. 

MoAbthur,  Gen,,  at  Corinth,  226. 

McCall,  Gen.,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  155 ;  at  Malvern 
Hill,  562;  taken  prisoner,  56^ 

MoCalluk,  Gin.  D.  C,  as  military  superintend- 
ent of  railroads,  488-1 

MoCandlbss,  Gen.  W.,  at  Gettysburg,  382-87. 

MoClbllan,  Gbn.  Geo.  B.,  allusion  to^  36;  81; 
82;  inaction  of,  107;  fklls  to  open  the  Potomac,  107; 
ordered  to  advance  to  Manassas,  108 ;  urged  to  open  the 
Potomac,  108;  to  the  President,  on  rSoi^anlzing  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  108;  his  plan  of  adranee,  109;  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  merits  of  advance  by  Manassas. 
100-10 :  on  merits  of  Peninsula  roate,  110:  change  of 
plan  ofadvanco— consequent  delay,  110;  Ui;  his  esti- 
mate of  Rebel  force  at  Manaasaa,  112;  command  of 
rcstrlpted  to  Army  of  the  Potomac  112, 118;  ordered 
to  move  by  t&me  route,  118 ;  route  changed  by  the  ooipe 
commanders,  118;  oniers  Banks  to  Manassas,  118; 
another  change  of  plan,  116;  128;  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
120;  his  estimate  of  Rebel  force  on  the  Peninsula,  120 : 
delay  at  Torktown,  121 ;  122:  extracts  from  report  and 
dispatches  of,  on  battle  of  WUHamsbniv,  124;  126-6; 
his  advance  reaches  the  Chickahomlny,  127 :  his  gen- 
eral  plan  of  operations,  128;  forces  reonlred  oy,  1^-9; 
plan  of;  agreed  to  by  ue  President,  129;  his  estimate 


of  Rebel  force  in  Northern  Yirglnia,  129:  his  estimate 
of  Rebel  force  at  Torktown,  180 ;  remonstrates  against 
depletion  of  his  forces,  180;  181 ;  calls  for  rSenlorce- 
mento,  180, 181-2:  falls  to  attack  Gloucester  Point,  182; 
operations  oC  on  the  Cbiokahomlny,  and  retreat  to  Mal- 
vern HilL  141-170 ;  bis report-of  JWr Oaks,  146;  147-8; 
opportunity  lost  by,  after  battle  of  Pair  Oaka,  147;  dis- 
putchea  from,  after  battle  near  Fair  Oaks,  149;  dispatch 


from,  about  MeDowelTs  oorpi,  160, 151:  hit  dinMtdMa 
to  the  President,  151;  inactivity  oi;  151 ;  to  tli«  War 
Department,  about  Jackson*s  movements,  158;  bta 
over-estimate  of  the  Rebel  strength,  164-5;  diuMrtebea 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  after  his  defeat  at  GmiDeatH 
Mill,  158:  retreata  to  the  James  river,  160, 1«0>1 ;  at 
Malvern  Hill,  lM-7;  hia  report  of  loasea  darfs^  tlM 
Seven  Days*  fighting,  168;  aaks  for  r6enfore«aMiit% 
169;  ordered  to  Aoquia  Creak,  170:  hia  army  at  Fot^- 
ress  M<mro&  171 ;  the  causes  o€  his  Ikllnr^  ITS ;  his 
retreat  to  Harrison^  Landing.  172;  ordered  to  vrlth- 
draw  fh>m  the  Peninsula,  190;  he  r«nonstrate«,  IM: 
oorreq>ondeoce  with  Balleck  as  to  rgenfordnn  Pope, 
190-2;  letter  of  the  Pr«aldaDt  to,  192;  his  eondoet  eea* 
Bured,  192;  ooi»«entratea  to  resist  Lee,  196:  ctoeagii  tlte 
Potomac,  198;  diseovem  Lee*Bj>lana|  196;  hia  vioro- 
menu  heaHatlBg,  196 ;  battie  of  South  Mountain,  198-^ ; 
roarohee  weatward,  109 ;  eondition  of  his  army,  90S-S: 
fights  Lee  at  Antietam,  906 ;  statement  of  bis  own,  ami 
estimate  of  the  enemv's  strength,  209;  hia  loeaea,  909; 
his  captures  fhun  the  enemy  at  South  Moontatn, 
Crampton's  Oap,  and  Antietam,  210 ;  reinforced  vfth 
14,000  men,  210;  aenda  Oen.  Williaoa  to  retake  UmrT- 
land  Heights,  211 ;  ftdls  to  prevent  or  punish  StuArtv 
raids  Into  Pennsylvania,  211 ;  crosses  the  Potomac,  aad 
advances  to  Warrent<Hi,  Ya.,  when  he  is  rellerod  faj 
6en.  BnnMlde,  212;  hia  views  on  Slavery,  987-8; 
24S-9 ;  nomination  for  President,  and  platform,  6d9--T0 ; 
defeated  by  Lincoln,  67& 
KoClxbkand,  Gsir.  John  A„  at  Fort  Heaij, 

45-6;  at  Fort  Donelson,  48-9 ;  in  battie  of  Pittsbwg 
Landiuf,  60  to  71 ;  capturea  Fort  Hindman,  298:  hU 
losses,  294;  at  Port  Olboon,  804;  at  Champion  Bflla, 
807;  at  Yicksburg,  811;  at  Alexandria,  Red  river,  fi06i 

MoOooK,  Gbn.  A-  D.,  at  Penyville,  218 ;  at  Nash- 
ville and  Stone  River,  278-6;  at  Chielcamauga,  4%!, 

MoCowN,  Gen.,  at  Stone  River,  275. 

MoCuLLOCH,  Gen.  Bkn.,  allosione  to,  18 ;  37;  33 ; 
at  battie  of  Pea  Ridge,  28  to  81 ;  killed  at,  sL 

MoOuLLOCH,  Gen^  attacks  HjlUkeii's  Bend,  819. 

McDonald,  Gbn.,  killed  at  Hartsville,  447. 

MoDowBLL,  Gen.  Iryin,  to  command  a  oorpe  in 
Armv  of  the  Potomac,  108;  retained  tor  defense  of 
Washir  


ingtoB,  180-1;  position  of;  during  MoClellan^ 
ice,  186;  ordered  to  the  Talley,  to  intercept  Jack- 
son, 186;  his  testimony  relative  tojpursuit  of  Jackaon, 


advance,  186;  ordered  to  the  Talley,  to  intercept  Jack 
son,  186;  his  testimony  relative  tojpursuit  of  Jackaon 
187;  in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  lt2;  he  marches  ooi 


OalnesviUe,  181;  retreata  on  Manassas  Junction,  188; 
flffhts  at  Oainesvine,  186;  general  order  r^pectlag 
Slavery,  287. 

McDowell,  Va.,  battle  at,  132-3. 

McElrot,  Ool.,  killed  at  Fort  Sanders,  432. 

MoIntosh,  Gbn.,  killed  at  Pea  Ridge,  28;  SO. 

McKean,  Gen.,  at  Corinth,  226. 

McKeb,  Col.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  281. 

McLaws,  Gen.,  at  Malvern  Hill,  166 ;  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  200;  attacks  Maryland  Heighta,  200;  at  Antie- 
tam, 207 ;  at  Chaneelloraville,  868 ;  at  Gettysburg,  880 
to  887 ;  at  Chlckamauga,  422b 

McLean,  Ma  job,  wounded  at  Manassas  Gap,  393. 

McLean,  Col.,  killed  at  Gunee's  MUl,  167. 

McNairy,  Col.,  killed  at  Fort  Donelson,  283. 

McNeil.  Col.  John,  routs  guerillas  at  Kirin- 
villc,  Mo.,  85-6;  o6opcntee  against  Price,  SOa 

MoPherson,  Gen.  James  B.,  at  CorinOi,  230; 
at  Lamar,  286;  triumphs  at  lELaymond,  805:  capturea 
Clinton  and  Jackaon,806;  at  Champion  Hilla,  W7;  at 
Yicksburg,  812:  in  command  of  Yicksburg,  687 ;  com- 
mands Army  of  Tenneasee  under  Shaman,  664 ;  killed 
before  Atlanta,  688. 

McRas,  Caft.,  heroic  death  at  Yalrerde,  23. 

McRae,  Col.,  at  Antietam,  206. 

Meade,  Gen.  George  G.,  at  Gaines^s  Mm,  156; 
at  Malvern  Hill,  162;  at  South  Mountain,  198;  at 
Antietano.  205-6;  ot  Predericksbnig,  847 ;  atChanoel- 
lorsvllle,  861 ;  aocceeds  Oen.  Hooker  in  command,  875; 
fights  Lee  at  Oettysburc,  880-888;  hU  oanUon,  880: 
holds  a  council  of  war,  802 ;  crosses  the  Potomac  and 
fights  In  Manassaa  Gap,  808 ;  Lee  chases  him  im  to  Oen- 
terville,  806;  his  advance  to  Mine  Bon,  890  to  402; 
Advances  Into  *'  the  Wilderness,*'  566;  at  Cold  Harbor, 
5S8;  fails  to  hold  the  Woldon  road,  587;  pursnes  Lee, 
743. 
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Hbaoesk,  Bbi^.-Gbn.  T.  F.,  at  Gaines's  MiB, 
les ;  at  Antietun,  208 ;  ftt  Fradericksburg,  846i 

Mbghaniosyillk  Ya.,  battle  of,  153 ;  UnioniBts 
withdraw  from,  lOfi. 

Mbigb,  M.  0.,  Quartermaster-General,  433. 

ICemphis,  Tenn.,  gunboat  fight  Dear,  56;  67; 
Borrender  of  to  Federals,  67 ;  Oen.  Grant  at,  894. 

MiJKRn.Ti,  QoL,j  triumphs  at  Hartsville,  447. 

MsRRncAO,  Rebel  iron-dad,  in  Hampton  roads 
light,  115-ldO;  deBtroctfon  ot  127-a 

Mbrritt's  Bbioadb,  389;  at  Five  Forks,  733. 

Knjs,  Gbn.,  oaptures  600  Rebels  near  Peters- 
burg, TOfli 

IfiLBS,  C!oL.  D.  Sm  Burrenders  Harper's  Ferry, 
andiskUled,201. 

KiLLEDGEYiLLB,  Ga.,  taken  hy  Sherman,  690. 

HiLLER,  CoL^  81st  Pa.,  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

Mn.T.TKHN*8  Bbkd,  294;  attack  on,  319. 

KnuKiN,  Col.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  281. 

Mill  Spbiko,  Ky.,  battle  of;  42 ;  44. 

MiLBOY,  Gen.  R.  H.,  at  McDowell,  Va.,  132-3; 
at  CroM-Kers,  188 ;  at  Great  BtUH-at  Gainesville,  188 ; 
abandons  Winoheater,  STL 

IfiNB  Run,  Ya.,  Gen.  Meade's  advanoe  to,  399. 

MnrOB  C0N7LE0T»^ 
Aiken,  8.0.704. 
Allatoona,  Tenn..  689. 
Apaoh6Paa8,N.M.,94. 
Appomattox,  Ya.,  748. 
Aransas  Pass,  Tex.,  841. 
Arrow  Rock,  Ark.,  4SA. 
Athen^  Ala.,  67& 
Bachelor's  Gr%N.  a,  C68. 
Bailer's  Creek,  Ya.,  69L 
Batesville,  Ark.,  44T. 
Baxter's  Springs,  I.  T.,  401 
Bajon  Fonrche,  Ark.,  45ft. 
^yon  Metea,  Ark.,  45L 
flian's  Station,  Tenn.,  022. 
Bear  River,  Idaho,  4/A, 
BelleviUe.  Ohio.  400^ 
Benton,  Miss.,  oHL 
Bentonyille,  Ark.,  27. 
Bermuda  Handreds,  567. 
Beveriy  Ford,  Ya.,  869. 
Beverly,  W.  Ya.,  727. 
Big  Black.  Miss..  809. 
Big  BlneTMo.,  561. 
Big  Greek,  Ark.,  554. 
Blakely,  Ala.,  728. 
Bloody  Bridge,  S.  C,  588. 
Blooming  Gap,  Ya.  10& 
Boonsboro',  M<L  208. 
Boydton  Road,  Ya.,  784 
Boyle's  Creek,  Ala.,  7ia 
Brandy  Station.  Ya.,  869. 
Brashear  City,  La.,  887. 
Bridgeport,  Ala.,  72. 
Bristow  Stotlon,  Ya.,  296. 
Bnckland's  Mills.  Ya.,  896L 
Bashy  Creek,  L  T.,  88. 
Cabin  Creek,  L  T.,  449. 
Cache  River  Ark.,  84. 
Campbell's  Station,  48L 
Cane  River,  La.,  54a 
Oannoachee  CriL  Ga.,  692. 
Cape  GIrardean,  Mo.,  44a 
Camey^s  Bridge,  La.,  82a 
Oute/s  Creek  Pike,  28& 
Charlton  River,  Mo.,  86l 
Charles  City  Road,Ya.,  692. 
Charlestown,  Tenn..  622. 
Charlestown,  Ya.,  896w 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  68a 
Cheiboarg,  France,  646. 
Chesterfleld  Br.,  Ya.,  577. 
Clinch's  Station,  Tenn.,  28a 
CofflBevllle,  Miss.  286. 
Colombia.  ArkiTKL 
Colnmbna,  Ga.,  719. 
Congaree  River,  S.  C,  699. 
Ooosawhatchle,  8.  0, 468. 


Coebv  Creek,  Tenn.,  628. 

CnmberUnd  Gap,Tenn.,480. 

Cynthiana,  KrJm. 

Dabney's  Milt  Ya.,  726. 

Dam  Na  l,York  R.,Ya.,112L 

Dandridge,  Tenn.,  02a 

Deatonsville,  Ya.,  740. 

Decatur,  Ala.,  678. 

Deep  Bottom,  Ya.,  689. 

DonaldsonviUe.  La.,  88a 

Dover,  Tenn.,  28a 

Droop  Mountain,  Ya.,  404. 

Dublin  StaUon,  W.  Ya.,  600. 

"^       t,  Miss.,  695. 

kbethtown,  Kv.,  288. 

Emmitsburg  Road,  Md.,889. 

Falling  Waters,  Md.,  892. 

Falmouth,  Ya.,  8C2. 

Farmlngton,  Tenn.,  48a 

FayetteviUe,  Ark.,  44a 
do.  (Curtis'B),  561. 

Fayetteville,  Ga.,  68a 

Fort  Blunt,  LT.,  449. 

Fort  De  Russv,  Ll,  587. 

Fort  Gibson,  L  ^7454 

Fort  Gilmer,  Va.,  598. 

Fort  Gregg,  Va.  J84 

Fort  Harrison,  Va.,  59a 

Forts  Jackson  and  St  Phil- 
ip, La.,  89. 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  79. 

Fort  Pemberton,  Miss.,  297. 

Fort  Rosecrans,  Tenn.,  6Sa 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.  556i 

Fort  Steedman,  Ya..  72a 

Fort  Sumter  (assault),  481. 
do.    (bombardment),  46a 

Fort  Wagner  (assaultX47a 

Franklin,  Tenn.,  28a 

Front  Royal,  Va.,  184 

GaIUtin,Tenn.,2ia 

Glasgow,  Mo.,  Ma 

Grand  GuU;  Miss.,  802. 

Greensbure.  Ky.  687. 

Grenada,  MissJjsl5. 

Gum  Swamp,  s.  C,  48a 

Harpeth  River,  Tenn.,  787. 

Harrison.  Mo.,  667. 

Harrisonbuiw,  Va.,  187. 

HartsvlUe,  Ma,  447. 

Hartsville,  Tenn.,  271. 

Hatchie  River,  Miss.,  280. 

Haymarket,  Ya.,  182. 

Henderson's  Hill,  La.,  587. 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  2Sa 

Honey  Hill^.C.,  69a 

Honey  Springs,  L  T.,  449. 


Independenee,  Mo.,  86;  560. 
Jackson,  Miss.,  817. 
James  island,  S.  C.  476i 
James  River,  Va.  727. 
Jefferson,  Va.,  896. 
Jenkins's  Feny,  Ark.,  5Ca 
Jericho  Ford.  Ya.,  577, 
Johnsonville,  Tenn.,  679. 
Jonesboro'^^KL,  68a 
Jonesville,  Ya.  59a 
Kelly's  Ford,  Va.,  89a 
Kemstown  JiTa.,  114 
Kingsport,  Tenn.,  68a 
Kinston,  N.  C,  80. 
KirksviUe,  Mo.,  85. 


Pleasant  Grove,  L^541. 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  668. 
Pocahontas,  Ark.,  45L 
PoovtoUgo,  8.  C,  46a 
Pomeroy,  Ohio,  40a 
Poolesville,  Md^  862. 
Port  Conway,  Ya.,  894 
Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  297. 
Port  ReDublic,  Va.,  189L 
Fonnd  Gap,  Ky.,  42. 
Prairie  d'Anne,  Ark.,  668^ 
Prestonbnrg,  Ky.,  42. 
Pulaski,  Tenn.,  67a 
Quaker  Road,  Va.,  78a 
Rappahannock  Station,  894 


18a 


Martinsbuiv  Va.,  60a 
Maysvllle,Ma,87. 
McConnellstown,  Pa.  604 
McDowell.  Va.,  18a 
McMinnville,  Tenn.,  285l 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  66 ;  622. 
MIddletown,  Ya.,  870. 
Milford,Mo.,2a 
Milton.  Tenn.,  284 
Mine  Explosion,  Va.,  699. 
Mine  Run,  Va.,  401. 
Mitchell's  Creek,  Abu,  721. 
Montevallo,  Ahi.,  717. 
Moorefleld,  W.  Va.,  6OT. 
Morganiia,  La.,  840. 
Morristown,  Tenn.,  624. 
Mossy  Creek,  Tenn.,  628. 
Mount  Sterling^y.;  024 
Mnnfordsville,  Ky^  2ia 
Murfreesboro',  Tenn.  2ia 
Newbem,N.C.,482. 
New  Bridge,  Va.,  141. 
New  CrcekjW.  Va.,  598 
New  Hope  Church,  Ga.,620. 
New  Madrid,  Mo.,  54 
Newnan,  Ga.,  68a 
Newtonia,Mo.,87;661. 
North  of  Farmvllle,Ya.,  742. 
Okolona,  Miss.,  617. 
Old  River,  La.,  82a 
Oldtown,  Md.,  607. 
Opelonsas,  La.,  84a 


West  Point,  Ga..720. 


Orangeburg,  S.  C,  699.  White  Oak  Ridgo,  Ga.,  44a 

Orchard  Ridge,  Tenn.  48a    White  Oak  Road,  Ya,  781. 
Paducah,  Ky.,  6ia  Williston  Station,  S.  C,  704 

Palne's  X-Roads,  Va.,  740.    Wilson's  WbarC  Va.,  5S4 
Palmetto  Ranche^ex.,  767.  Winchester,  Va.,  186;  do., 
Parker's  X-roads,Tenn.,28a      da,  60a 
Petersburg  Lines,  Vs.,  784   Wlse^s  Forks.  N.  C,  714 
Philadelphia,  Tenn.,  481.       Wood  Lake,  Minn.  464 
Pilot  Knob,  Ma,  667.  Wytheville,  Va.,  408:  699. 

Pine  Blufll  Ark.,  46a  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  818 ;  617. 

Pineville,  Ma,  46a  Yellow  Tavern,  Va.,  674 

Plaquemine,  La.,  88a  2iollicoffer,  Tenn.,  2da 

Mississippi,  railroads  broken  in,  71-2;  Rose- 
crans  in,  76;  cavalry  raids  to  Grenada,  616;  desultory 
expeditions  between  Virginia  and  the,  616;  Sovy 
Smith's  foilure  in,  617. 

Missouri,  reoccupied  hy  Rebels,  26;  guerrilla 
operotlons  in,  26;  85-6;  Pope  routs  and  drives  Rebels 
into  Ariiansas,  20-7 ;  organisation  of  militia,  86 ;  Union- 
ists advance  into  Arkansas,  85-6 ;  Shelby's  raid  into, 
466;  Marmadnke's  raid  into,  446  to  448;  Quantrell's 
raid  into  Western,  450:  Cabell's  raid  in,  468;  Roa«- 
crans  commands  in,  566 ;  Price's  last  raid  into,  557  to 
662;  Price  chased  out  oi;  661. 

MiTOHBL,  Gkn.  0.  M,  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  51 ; 
advance  to  Rnssellvills  and  Bridseport,  All^  72;  hla 
energy,  72;  death  ot,  at  Port  Royal,  72. 
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MrroHBLL,  Gen.  R.  B.,  at  PerryviUe,  220. 

ICiTOHELLSViLLE,  Morgan's  raid  on,  271. 

Ma,  Col.  S.  H.,  killed  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  686. 

Mobile  Bat,  the  fight  in,  641 ;  the  outer  defenses 
ot,  649;  map  of  the  defenses  o(^  600. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  preparations  for  attack  on,  721 ; 
722;  Maory  abftndoDS,  724. 

Monitor,  arrival  of  the,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  118 ; 
light  ot,  with  the  Merrimao,  118;  119. 

MONOCACY,  Lew  Wallace  defeated  at  the,  603. 

MONEOB,  John  T.,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  re- 
Aises  to  Borrender  the  ci^,  96-6;  his  letters  to  Admi- 
ral Fanturnt  95-6;  allndon  to,  97;  98-9;  Imprisoned 
by  Gen.  Butler,  lOd. 

MoNTOOMEET,  CoL.,  at  Vicksburg,  316. 

MoNTOOiCERT,  Ala.,  captured  by  Gen.  WDson,  719. 

Moore,  Col.  A.  B.,  surpirised  and  captured,  271. 

Moore,  Col.,  8th  Tenn.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  281. 

Moore,  Col.  C'  H.,  worsted  by  Morgan,  405. 

Morgan,  Gen.  John  H.,  212;  271;  his  raid, 

282;  is  defeated  at  Yanght's  Hill,  284;  raid  into  Indi- 
ana and  Ohio,  406;  his  capture  and  escape,  407;  Is 
killed  in  East  Tennessee,  40a 

Morgan,  Gen.  Geo.  W.,  abandons  Cumberland 
Gap,  214 ;  at  siege  of  Vicksburg,  280 ;  at  capture  of  Fort 
Hindman,  298. 

Morgan,  Major,  charges  at  Pleasant  Hill,  543. 

MORGANZIA,  La.,  surprised  by  the  Bebels,  340. 

Morrell,  Gen.,  engaged  at  Gaines's  Mill,  155. 

Morris  Island,  Gen.  Strong  established  at,  47  5 ; 
fUlore  to  blow  up  the  "New  Ironsides^  at,  482. 

Morris,  Gbn.  L.  0.,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  682. 

Morris,  Gen.  W.  H.,  at  the  Wilderness,  671. 

Morton's  Engineers,  at  Stone  River,  276. 

MosEBY,  Col.  John  S.,  his  movements,.  727. 

Mosquito  Inlet,  naval  expedition  to,  459. 

Mound  City,  gunboat,  boiler  exploded,  67. 

Mower,  Gen.,  at  Corinth,  226 ;  at  Vicksburg, 
811 ;  at  Pleasant  Hill,  648 ;  in  Missouri,  569. 

Mulligan,  Col.,  16th  Ga.,  killed  at  Antietam,210. 

Mulligan,  Gbn.  (Union),  killed,  606. 

MuMPORD,  Wm.  B.,  hanged  at  N.  Orleans,  100-1. 

MuNFORDSViLLE,  Ky.,  fight  at,  216. 

Munroe,  Col.,  charges  at  FayetteviUe,  Ark.,  448. 

MuRPREESBORO*,  Tenn.,  capture  of,  212. 

MuRPHv,  Col.  R.  C,  8th  Wis.,  abandons  luka, 
222 ;  aurrenden  HoUy  Springs,  287 ;  is  cashiered,  287. 

If. 

Nagleb,  Gen.  H.  M.,  at  Seven  Pines,  142-4; 
wounded,  14a  * 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  occupied  by  Unionists,  63; 
railroad  reopened  to,  270;  stores  accumulated  at,  272- 
battle  of.  685;  losses  and  captures,  68& 

Nassau  Island,  focus  of  blockade  runners,  643. 

Natchez,  Miss.,  surrenders,  104. 

National  Debt — Currency  depredation,  663-4. 

National  Finances,  Gov.  Chase  on  the,  661. 

National  Union  Party,  Platform  of,  1864,  659. 

Negley,  Gen.  J.  a,  at  Stone  River,  274. 

Negro  Soldiers,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  611 ; 
Conpess  subieots  negroes  to  conscription,  519;  use  of, 
in  aid  ofthe  JEtebelllon,  521;  522;  the  Confederates  on 
arming,  528;  President  Lincoln  on  protecting,  526; 
progress  in  raising.  527;  Bancroft's  history  on.  611-12; 
Dr.  Franlclln  on,  51B ;  King  George  employs,  51^ ;  Jack- 
son's use  o£  at  New  Orleans,  514;  Gen.  Hnnter,  Mr. 
WiokUffe  of  Ky.,  and  Secretary  Stanton  on,  616-16 ; 
Gen.  Phelps  on.  517;  Gen.  Butler  in  response,  on,  518; 
Gov.  Andrew  of  Mass.  raises  three  regiments  ot  520 ; 
they  demand  fhll  pay,  520;  Congress  aanctlona  the 
claim  of  the,  691 ;  impressment  of  by  the  Confederate 
Government,  522;  progress  in  raising,  526-7. 

KBiLLi  Gbn.,  at  Chanoellorsville,  363. 


Nelson,  Gbn.,  wounded  at  Richmond,  il4. 

Newbern,  N.  C,  taken  by  Bumside,  76. 

New  Hampshibb,  State  Election  ot,  *63, 486. 

New  Hope  Church,  occupied  by  Sherman,  638. 

New  Madrid,  Mo.,  invested,  54;  and  taken,  54-5. 

New  Mexico,  loyalty  of  regulars  in,  19;  saifa^ 
ings  of,  20 ;  action  of  her  Legislature  with  Kfsrd  ta 
Slavery,  20>21;  home  guard  organized,  21;  Ctobjor- 
ffanizes  militia,  21 ;  Rebels  defeated  near  Fort  6^ 
21 ;  Can  by  occuniee  frontier  posta,  22 ;  Bebels  sdTnee 
to  Fort  Craig,  22;  Santa  F6,  24;  fight  at  ApacbS  Bm, 
24;  Bebels  abandon  the  Territory,  25. 

New  Orleans,  Gen.  Butler's  expedition  araiiu^ 
81  to  106 ;  importance  ot  to  the  Confedeney,  S;  mi^> 
of  approaches  to,  8«;  defenses  dC,  Si,  86-67;  attsek  oa 
and  passage  of  forts  below,  BS-94 ;  destruction  of  nw- 
erty  at,  94;  occupation  otby  Admiral  i:Wnrat,)&-t; 
occupaUon  o^  by  Gen.  Butler,  97-101,  10«;  elaeti 
Union  members  of  Congresa,  lOOu 

Kew  Orleans  Picaytme^  citation  from,  relatire  to 
defenses  of  New  Orleana,  SI 

Newport  News*  reached  by  Porter's  corps,  ItL 

Newton,  Gen.,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  156;  isidieTed, 
664. 

New  York  Citt,  fired  by  emissaries,  611. 

New  York  Riots  of  1863,  account  of;  60M. 

New  York  State  Elbction  of  1862, 484. 

Niagara,  U.  a  frigate,  takes  the  Georgia,  646L 

Niagara,  Peace  overtures  at,  666. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  capture  of,  127-8. 

North  Anna  river,  Grant  advances  to  the,  51?. 

North  Carolina,  Bumside's  operations  in,  7ML 


O'Brien,  Col.,  killed  in  New  York  by  rioters,  606L 
O'Connor,  Col.,  2d  Wise.,  killed  at  second  M 

Rnn,  189. 
Omo,  Qen.  Buell  commands  the  Anny  of  the,  2il 
Ohio,  Morgan's  raid  mto,  406 ;  Ohio  Democwy 

««.  PresJdent  Lincoln,  498L 
Oliver,  Col.,  at  the  siege  of  Corinth,  226. 
Olustee,  Fla,  Gen.  T.  Seymour  defeated  at  631. 
Opdtcke,  Gen.,  his  heroism  at  Franklin,  682. 
Opequan,  Va.,  Sheridan's  victory  at,  606. 
Ord,  GE!f.  Edward  0.  C,  at  luka,  223 ;  atTido- 

burg,  815;  at  Petersburg,  784. 
"  Order  op  Akertcan  KinGHTS,"  their  organi»- 

tion  and  deslgna,  55ft. 
Orbto,  or  Florida,  a  Rebel  corsair,  S43. 
O'RoRKB,  Col.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  388. 
OsTBRHAUS,  Gen.  P.  J.,  at  the  capture  of  Fort 

Hindman,  298 ;  at  Vicksburg,  812;  with  ShennsDJt 

his  great  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savannab,  089  to  tf& 
Ox  Hill,  Ya.,  Jackson  strikes  Beno  at,  188. 


Painb,  Col.  Halbert  E.,  4th  Viae.,  reftises  to 

expel  colored  refkigees  fW)m  bis  camp,  945. 
Palmer,  Gen.  John  IL,  at  Stone  Rirer,  277; 

at  Obickamaums  4KWT. 
Palmerston,  Lord,  his  opinion  of  Gen.  Butlers 

order  Na  28,  lOa 
Parke,  Gen.  John  G.,  73 :  in  attack  on  Kew- 

bem,  78;  in  vesta  Fort  Miaoon,  T»;  at  VlclMburf,814; 

carries  Rebel  works  at  PetersborE,  TM. 
Parker,  Joel,  chosen  Gov.  of  New  Jeraej,  254 
Parsons,  Gbn.  M.,  killed  at  Pleasant  Hill,  W4. 
Patton,  Col.  G.  a,  at  Wytherille  and  Lewis- 

bnrg,Va.,408;404 
Paul,  Brio  -Gbn.,  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  388. 
Payne,  Col.,  2d  La.,  wounded  at  Port  Hndwn, 

888w 

Pea  Ridob,  battle  of,  27  to  32;  losses  at,  31. 
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PBACI  Nbootlitions  in  Hunpton  roads,  676. 
Pbaob  Oybbtukbs  at  Niagara  and  Bichmond, 


Peck,  Gen.  Johk  J.,  repels  Longstreet  at  Suf- 
folk, Y«.,  8«7. 

PueBAic,  Gek.,  routed  by  Gillmore  near  Somer- 
mL  Ef ^  427 :  wounded  at  the  WilderneM,  608;  killed 
abD»bney*»klll,Va.,7««. 

Pelouze,  Major,  severelj  wounded,  177. 

Peuberton,  Gen.  John  C,  defeated  at  Cham- 

Slon  Hills,  807;  hU  defense  and  sarrender  of  Yicks- 
nrg,  81(M& 

Pendsb,  Bbig.-Gen.,  at  second  Bull  Bun,  189; 
wounded  mortally  at  Gettjsbarg,  880 ;  887 ;  889. 

Pbnnstlyania  Bbsebyes,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  167 ; 
in  Wlilte  Oak  Swamp,  161-3 ;  at  second  Boll  Bon,  180. 

Pennbtlyania,  invaded  by  Lee,  393. 

Pensaoola,  retaken  by  Union  forces,  469. 

Pebozbl,  Col.,  lOth  Iowa,  repulses  Bebels  at 
Inka,8Mw 

Pbbbyyillb,  Ely.,  battle  and  map  of;  2ia 

PETEBSBUBa,  ¥&,  Lee's  retreat  fh>m,  739. 

PBTTiaBEw,  Bbig.-Gbn.,  wounded  at  Gettysburg, 
889;  killed  at  Falling  Waters,  898. 

Phelps,  Gen.  J.  W.,  occupies  Ship  Island,  81 ; 
issnes  proclamation  in  regard  to  BlaTery,  82 ;  on  negro 
soldiership,  617. 

Philadeiphia,  East  Tenn.,  fight  at,  431. 

Phillips,  Col.,  killed  at  Donaldsonville,  La.,  338. 

Phillips,  Col.  W.  A,  routs  raiders  under  Stand- 
wade  and  Qoanti^  at  Furt  Gibson,  461 

Phillips,  Gen.,  charges  at  the  Little  Osage,  661. 

PiOKETT,  Gen.,  at  Gettysburg,  380  to  387 ;  as- 
saults at  Baohelor*s  oreelc,  S.  0.,  688. 

PiEEOB,  Fbanklin,  Bx-Prest,  on  the  "War,  496-9. 

PncB,  Gen.  Albebe,  commands  Indians  at  Pea 

Bidge,  27-88. 

Pillow,  Gen.  Gideon  J.,  at  Port  Donelson,  47-61. 
PiNETiLLE,  Ma,  fight  by  CoLCatherwood  at,  460. 
Pittsbueg  Landing,  Tenn.,  battle  of,  68  to  71; 

positions  of  Union  forces,  69 ;  no  intrenehmenta,  69-60 ; 

he   Rebel  attack;  Prentiss's  division  roated,  61-2 r 


MoOQemand  worsted,  68 ;  Rebels  repulsed  by  Webster's 
artillerT,  66-4;  Buell  arrives,  67:  second  day's  battle, 
67,  68^;  extracts  from  Buell's  report,  66;  dispatches 


from  Beauregard,  66;  70;  extracts  ft^m  his  report,  60; 
67;  69;  70;  losses  sustained,  70;  renuurks  of  **  An  Im- 
pressed New  Yorker,"  60, 69,  71. 

Pleasant  Gboye,  La.,  Gen.  Emory  stops  the 
Bebelsat,641.        .  ^         *~ 

Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  Banks's  battle  at,  643-4. 

Pleasanton,  Gen.  A,  at  South  Mountain,  196 ; 
fights  and  wins,  206;  fights  with  Stuart,  869;  at  Oet- 
tysburg,  889;  at  Ohancellorsvllle,  868;  sucoessfhl  on 
the  Rapldan,  894;  liis  operations  in  Missouri,  609. 

Pltmouth,  N.  C,  Wesselto  besieged  by  Hoke  hi, 

688-4 
Pocotalioo,  S.  C,  fight  at,  463. 
PoB,  Capt.,  Engineers,  defends  Knozville  against 

Longstreet,  482. 
PouGNAO,  Pbinoe,  beaten  by  A.  J.  Smith,  551. 
PounoAL  Mutations  and  Bbsults  in  1864, 664. 

POUnOAL  OB  ClYIL  HlSTOBT  OF  1863,  484. 

Polk,  Lbonidas,  Bishop  and  Maj.-GeiL,  aban- 
dons Orinmbus,  Ky.,  64;  allusion  to,  60;  at  Stone 
River,  276;  at  Chickamanga,  416;  atKenesaw  Moun- 
tain, 629;  kUled,629. 

Pollabd,  Edwabd  a.,  on  battle  of  Pea  Bidge, 
80;  81 ;  on  Indians  at,  84;  on  battle  of  Prairie  Grove, 
41 :  on  capture  of  Fort  Donelson,  61 ;  on  mob  at  Nash- 
ville, 66;  on  destruction  of  proper^  at  New  Orleans 
by  Rebels,  94;  on  syacnation  of  Manassas.  112;  on 
Jackson's  force  in  the  Yalley,  114;  on  Rebel  strength 
at  Yorktown,  120;  on  burning  of  Columbia,  8.  a,  701 : 
•n  burning  of  Charleston,  702;  on  the  eramiation  of 
Richnoond,  786. 


Pope,  Gen.  John,  in  Missouri,  26 ;  flanks  Island 
No.  10. 64-6;  captures  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10, 
66;  66;  Joins  Halleck  in  Mississippi,  7t ;  pursue* 
Beauregard,  72 ;  important  letter  intercepted  by,  171 ; 
commands  the  Army  of  Yirginia,  172 ;  address  to  the 
Army,  178;  ou^es  a  diversion  in  favor  of  McClellan, 
178;  at  Culpepper,  177;  calls  for  rSenforcomcnts,  178; 
his  headquarters  surprised,  178;  moves  toward  Cen- 
terville,  182;  his  plans  to  overwhelm  Jackson,  188; 
tries  to  turn  Jackson's  flank,  188 ;  his  report  cf  the 
battle  of  second  Bull  Run,  186-6;  appeals  for  rations, 
&iO^  186;  defeated  at  Gainesville  by  I^ee  and  Jackson, 
187;  his  retreat,  188;  his  disast^  189-90;  on  tbo 
causes  of  his  defeat,  192 ;  is  succeeded  by  Gen.  McClel- 
Ian,  189. 

Poet  Conway,  Va.,  Elpatrick  crosses  at,  394 

Pobt  Gibson,  Miss.,  Grant  orosses  near,  303 ; 
battle  of,  806. 

Port  Hudson,  La.,  passed  by  Farragut,  329; 
Banks  invests,  881;  assaults,  888-4 ;  surrendered,  88(1 

Pobt  Bepubuo,  Ya.,  fights  near,  137 ;  139. 

PORTEB,  Col.  p.  A,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  682. 

Porter,  Col.  (Bebel),  killed  at  HartsviUe,  447. 

PoBTEB,  Gen.  Fitz  John,  defeats  Bebels  at 
Hanover  C  H.,  141-2;  commands  at  Gaines's  Mill, 
166-7;  at  Malvern  Hill,  166;  at  GalnesvlUe,  182-8-^^; 
at  Antietam,  20a 

PoBTEB,  Admibal  D.  B.,  in  attack  on  defenses 
of  New  Orleans,  88;  89;  97;  at  Yicksbnre,  101 :  on  the 
Mississippi,  102;  104;  passes  the  batteries  of  Ylcks- 
burs^SOi ;  attacks  Grand  Guli;  802;  sends  gunboats  up 
the  Yazoo,  810;  occupies  Pensacola,  450 ;  captures 
Fort  de  Russy,  687;  his  fleet  working  down  Red  river, 
647-8;  his  estimate  of  losses— both  sides-on  the  Red 
river,  648;  resumes  the  guard  of  the  Mississippi,  661 ; 
his  cotton  transactions  in  Alexandria  censured,  661-2 ; 
at  Wilmington,  N.  a,  709. 

POSET,  Gen.  (Bebel),  killed  at  Centenrille,  396. 
Post,  Col.,  wounded  at  Nashville,  686. 
Post  of  Arkansas,  taken  by  MoClemand,  293. 
Post's  Bbic^ade,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  686. 
Potomac,  scene  of  operations  and  importance  of 
*  the,  171;  the  enemy's  designs  on  the,  180;  rScrossed 

by  Jackson,  199 ;  Lee's  retreat  to  the,  891. 
Potteb,  Hon.  Elisha  B.,  of  R  L,  on  the  War 

as  affecting  Slavery,  28d  . 

Pbairie  d^Anne,  Steele's  battfe  at,  662. 
Pbaibib  Gboye,  Ark.,  battle  at,  38-41. 
Pbeblb,  Com'b  Geo.  H.,  deceived  and  disgusted, 

648. 

Pbbntiss,  Gen.  Benj.  M.,  69:  surprised  at  Pitts- 
burg Lsnding  61;  captured,  62;  allusions  to,  64;  70; 
71 ;  defends  Helena,  820-21. 

Pbbsidential   Canvass  of  1864 — ^its  results, 

6M. 

Presidential  Election,  account  of  the,  671-2. 

Preston,  Col.,  defeats  Union  levies  under  Gen. 
Manson.  at  Richmond,  Ky.,  214;  at  Chickamanga,  422L 

Price,  Gen.  Sterling,  26 ;  abandons  Missouri, 
27 ;  at  Pea  Ridge,  28 ;  wounded,  81 ;  allusion  to,  86 ;  67 ; 
attacked  by  Roseorans,  228-226 ;  unites  with  Yan  Dom, 
226;  his  charge  at  Corinth.  227-9;  at  Prairie  d'Anne, 
622;  his  last  Missouri  raid,  667;  threatens  Jefferson 
City,  869 ;  diased  out  of  Missouri,  661. 

Prince,  ^sn.,  taken  prisoner,  179. 

Prisoners,  exchanged,  272;  retaliation,  625. 

Pbitchabd,  I/t.-Col.,  captures  JeflT.  Davis,  766. 

Pboclamation,  of  Lee  to  Maryland,  193-4 ;  of 
Gen.  Fremont,  modifled  by  ordered  the  President,  289 ; 
of  Gen.  Sherman  to  the  people  of  South  Carolina,  240: 
of  Gen.  Bumside  and  Oom,  Goldsborough  to  those  oi 
Roanoke  Island,  244;  of  President  Lincoln  emandna- 
Una  slaves,  258-6;  of  Gen.  Dix,  to  the  people  of  Yir- 
ginia east  of  Chesapeake  bay,  24L 

Pboctor^s  Crekb:,  Ga.,  fig^t  near,  ^34. 
Prtob,  Brig.-Gbn.  Boger  A,  on  the  battle  of 

Glendale,  668. 
Pulaski,  siege  and  capture  of  fort,  467. 
PuiiPKiNYiNa  Cbbek,  Ga.,  fight  at,  628. 
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QuABLXS,  Gsr^  wounded  at  Frankliii,  Tenn.,  688. 
QuBBir  OF  THB  WiBT^  Hins  the  Yioksbuig  bat- 

teriet,  SI8L 
QuiNBT^s  DrnBXOV,  at  Chamnion  Hois.  308:  at 

Viokabuv,  SIS. 


Ei.00009  FoRD^  Ya.,  Bebela  crossinff  at,  175. 

EAID6,  of  J.  EL  K  Stuart,  around  McCSellan's 
armjr,  IM;  Into  PennsylTaniA,  Sll ;  of  Garter  and 
Wheel«r,  288;  of  Btrelgfat  tnd  Dod^e  in  Georgia,  285; 
of  StoDMnan,  In  Yiii^iai  865;  of  Forrest  and  John 
Morgan,  210;  of  Grierton,  801-2:  of  Orsen,  888:  of 
Btoart  aorost  the  Bappahannook,  852;  of  Morgan  Into 
Indiana  and  Ohki,  405;  of  Wheeler  into  East  Ten  nesaee, 
488;  ofBhelbr  into  Missoori,  458 ;  of  Rebel  iron-elada 
trom  Charleston,  465;  on  the  Sam  Oat7,447;  of  Mar- 
madnke  in  Miisonri,  446-8:  of  OolTeeat  PineTllle,460; 
of  Qnaatrell  to  Lawrenoe,  460;  of  Cabell  in  the  Indian 
TerritoiT  and  Mlssonrl,  468 :  Priee's  last  into  Mlssoori, 
667;  of  Kilpatriek  and  Dahlgren  near  Blohmond, 666: 
of  Wilson  and  Kautx  to  BnrksTllle,  687 ;  oaralry  raid 
to  Grenada,  Miss.,  616;  Morgan's  last  into  Kentucky, 
628 ;  of  Stoneman  to  Maoon,  688 ;  Davidson's  and  Grier- 
6on%  696^;  Dana's  raid  In  North  Alabama,  696;  of 
Wilson  tbrooi^  Central  Alabama,  717 ;  of  Bheiidan  to 
Charlottesville  and  the  James,  727 ; 

Rains,  Gen.  Jambs  E.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  282. 

Ram  Albbmarlb,  destruction  of  the,  535. 

Ramseub,  Ool.,  49th  K.  0.,  wounded  at  Malvern 
Hill,166L 

Ramsbub,  Gsk.,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  615. 

•Randolph,  Edicuni),  on  the  Slave-Trade,  233. 

Ransom'sBrigadb,  at  the  siege  ofYicksburg,  31 1. 

Rakbom,  Qbn.,  wounded  at  Sabine  Cross-roads, 

689. 

Ransom,  Col.,  35th  N.  C,  wounded  at  Malvern 

Hill,  166L 

Rapedan.  Rebels  crossing  the,  1*71 ;  guarded  by 
Gen.  Boford,  175;  Union  troops  cross  the,  804:  opera- 
tions on  the,  608  to  402;  Grant  crosses  the,  667. 


Rappahannock,  Thb,  Rebel  batteries  across,  179; 
crossed  by  Jackson,  180;  Lee's  operations  on  the,  844* 
Busseirs  sasanlt  a»the  station.  897 ;  Gens.  Moade  and 
Bufurd  cross  the,  894 ;  railroad  destroyed  b  v  the  Bebels 
rSbollt,  898. 

Raymond,  Miss.,  MoPherson^s  battle  at,  305. 

Reagan,  John  H.,  captured  at  Irwinsville,  756. 

Rbams's  Station,  Hancodc's  fight  at,  593. 

Rbd  RrvBB.  rescue  of  gunboats  on  the,  549 ;  550 ; 
capture  and  destruction  of  transports  on  tiie,  600:  suo- 
oeesftd  Bebel  attack  below  Alexandria  on  the,  66Ql 

Rsm,  S.  C,  on- the  battle  of  Chiokamauga,  424. 

Renoher,  Gov.  Abraham,  of  New  Mexico,  21. 

Rbno,  Gen.  Jbssb  L.,  with  Bumside,  73 ;  in  at- 
tack on  Hewbem,  78 ;  ezpodltfon  of;  to  Elisabeth  City, 
79-80;  rdenforcea  Gen.  rope,  178;  cdoperates  with 
Gen.  Slgel,  179 ;  is  present  at  Gainesyille.  188 ;  covers 
the  retreat  at  second  Boll  Bon,  187;  killed  at  Soath 
Mountain,  19a 

Resaoa,  G&,  abandoned  bv  Johnston,  626. 

Reverb,  Col.,  Mass.,  killed  at  GtottTsburg,  388. 

Reynolds,  Gen.  John  F.,  at  Gaines's  Mm,  156* 
taken  prisoner,  167;  at  Gainesville,  188:  at  second 
finU  BnnJlSO;  at  Fredericksburg,  847;  killed  at  G«t- 
tysbnrsL  877. 

Rhodb  Island,  State  Election  of;  1863,  486. 

Rhodes,  Gen.,  at  South  Mountain,  196;  is 
wonnded  at  Antletam,  210;  at  GeUysborg,  880  to  887; 
at  the  Wilderness,  608-71. 

RiOE,  Bbig.-Gbn.  J.  C,  attacked  bv  Eirby  Smith 
at  Jenkins's  ferry,  668-4 ;  killed  at  the  Wilderness,  67L 

RiOHA^a  Col.,  20th  UL,  killed  at  Raymond, 

Richardson,  Gen.  Israel  B^  at  Malvern  Hill, 
166;  at  South  Moontain,  196;  at  Antietam,  207;  killed, 
108L 


RiOHMOND,  Ey.,  Eirby  Smhli  roots  Mac 

then  Nelson  aA,  S1& 
RiOHMOND,  Ta.,  siege  ot,  raised,  168;  operations 
near,  178 ;  deoaonstration  made  OB,  894;  Grant  adraaoea 
<»,  682;  raid  on,  666-8:  Bntler  menaoea,  675;  Peace 
OTertores  at 866;  lUl  oC 724;  naval operanone antoat, 
728;  cTaenated  and  bntned,  788;  oeenpled  hy  xJakam 
foroe8,788. 

Richmond  Whig^  Thi^  dtation  finom,  30. 

RiOKBTTfl^  Gbn^  advances  to  Culpepper,  175 ;  is 
driven  back  by  Longstreet  near  HopeweU  Gap,  18B;  at 
Booth  Monntidn,  197;  at  AntietanB,  20ec 

Rietr,  Col.  J.  L.,  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

Ring,  Maj.,  charges  at  Stone  River,  274. 

Riots  of  1863  in  Nbw  Tore,  603-7. 

RiPLET,  Bbig.-Gbn.,  at  South  Mountain,  196; 
at  Antletam,  206;  is  wonnded,  210. 

RIPPBT,  Col.,  61st  Pa.,  killed  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

Roanokb  Island,  Bumside's  attack  o^  74-6; 

Roberts,  Col.  B.  S.  [afterward  Geaj,  refhses 
to  become  a  traitor,  19. 

RoBBRTS,  Col.,  42d  RL,  captures  raiders,  2T1 : 
klUed  at  Stone  BiTer,  274 

Robertson,  Gbn.,  at  (}aines*s  Mill,  156. 

RODGBBS,  Com.  John,  attadcs  Brewry's  Blufl^ 
140-1 ;  deals  with  a  British  blockade-nmner,  472-1 

Rodman,  Gen.  L  P.,  killed  at  Antietam,  209. 

RooEBS.  CoM^  Gbo.  W.,  killed  at  the  assault  on 
Fort  winner,  47& 

RoaiiBsviLLB,  Ky.,  ICanson  fights  Eirby  Smith 
near,  214. 

RosBORANB,  Gbn.  Wm.  S.,  succeeds  Buell  hi  «Hn- 
mand  of  the  Armv  ofthe  Ohio, 288;  h« attacks  Prict'ia 
army  at  Inka,aaa  fbrees  him  to  retreat,  228-5:  defrata 
Tan  Dom  at  Corinth,  226-0;  his  winter  campalgB,  270; 
mores  against  Bragg  to  Stone  Rlrer,  278 :  alter  four 
days'  hard  SghtlngrBraffg  retreata,  280:  tbo  munbers 
engaged  and  losses,  28(^1;  oommeneea  his  Gbattanooga 
campaign,  404 ;  adrances  to  Bhelbyville,  409 ;  eaptnrea 
from  BragK,  410 ;  concentrates  his  forces,  418;  <»>enlng 
of  the  biStle  of  the  Ohiekamanga,  416;  the  fight  ot 
Sept  19th, 417;  his dispositlonslbr  Hm 20th, 410 ;  485; 


his  order  making  over  command  to  G«n.  Thomaa,  487  ; 
482;  beyond  the  MlsslsslpDl  in  '04  688;  appointed  to 
the  conunand  of  the  deparnnent  of  Mlssonn,  660 ;  ar- 
rests conspirators,  668 ;  raises  ten  regiments  and  pots 
down  an  outbreak,  667;  his  official  report,  068;  his  ea- 
timate  of  Price's  force  In  Mlssonri,  66l 

Ross,  Bbio.-Gbn.  L.  F.,  fails  to  reach  the  Yaaoo» 
9ia  the  Tasoo  Pass  and  TallahaU^e,  201 

Rousseau,  Gbn.  Lovbll  BL  at  PerryviHe,  218; 
at  Stone  RiTsr,  274 ;  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  681. 

Rowan,  Com.,  suooeeds  Goldshorough  in  com- 
mand of  Bornslde^  fleet,  and  deatrojrs  Bebd  woa- 
boats,  76. 

Rowan,  Capt.  p^avyX  at  Fort  Wagner,  480. 

RoTALins  or  '75  appealing  to  slaves  for  help, 
618. 

Rotall,  Caft.,  5th  U.  S.  cavalry,  attadced  by 
Stuart,  160l 

RuFFiN,  Col.,  Ist  N.  C,  killed  at  CenterviOe,  396. 

Russell,  Gbn.  D.  A.,  assaults  and  carries  Rap- 
pahannock station,  897;  charges  at  the  WUdonMss, 
671;  U  killed  at  the  OpeqvM,  ma 

B. 
Sabinb  Cro8S-Road0,  La.,  Unkm  rout  at,  539. 
Sabine  Pass,  La.,  Gen.  Franklin's  faihire  at,  339. 
Salomon,  Gen.,  36;  at  Prairie  Grove,  39. 
Sanbobn,  Briq-Gbn.,  at  luka,  224;  diases  Price 

in  Western  Mlssonri,  ML 
Saunbbbs,  Gen.  W.  S^  of  Ky.,  is  IdOed  at  Ejiox- 

vlll«,481 
Saundbbs,  0OL.  H.  S.,  in  East  Tennessee,  428. 
Sataob's  Station,  Va.,  fight  at,  160, 
Savannah,  Ga.,  abandoned  by  Hardee  to  Sher^ 

inan,69& 
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SoALBB,  BBio.-Qflir.,  woonded  at  Qettjrsbarg,  389. 

SoA^MON,  OoL.,  Ohio,  defeated  near  Bull  Run,  181. 

SoAKHOir,  Gbn.,  captured  in  "West  Virginia,  599. 

SoHBNOK,  Maj^Gbn.  Robbrt  C,  jolns  Milroy  at 
McDowell,  Yft.,  183;  at  CroM•Key^  18S;  at  Gainea- 
yille,  188;  wounded  at  Booond  Boll  Ban,  189. 

SoHOnxLD,  Ge5.  John  M.,  organizes  Missouri 
militia,  85;  86:  8T:  sneoeeds  Oen.  Curtla,  447;  In  the 
Atlanta  campaifn.  M8;  flghta  Hood  at  Franklin,  Tenn., 
e81-8;  at  Nashville,  685;  captures  Wilmington,  715k 

Schttbz,  Gbk.  Carl,  at  Gainesyille,  183 ;  at  Ohf^n- 

oellorsytlle,  857 ;  at  Wanhatohie,  486. 
Scott,  Gbn.  Winfibld,  consulted  by  Pope,  IT  2 ; 

Mr.  Potter  on  kls  strategy,  t56. 
SooTT,  Col.  J.  S.,  routs  Union  oavalrj,  213. 
Sboesstonyillb,  B.  G.,  Gen.  Wright  repulsed  in 

an  attack  on,  46L 
Sbdciwiok,  Gbv.  John,  at  Malvern  Hill,  165; 

atAntietam,  907;  thrloe  badly  wounded,  807;  oarries 

Marrows  Heights,  and  assails  Lee^s  rear  at  Chanoellors- 

TlUe,  868;  at  QottTsburg,  880-7:  crosses  the  Bapldan, 

666;  kiUed  tn  the  Wilderness,  567-71. 

Sblma,  Ala.,  captured  by  Gen.  Wilson,  tl9. 

SBMHE8,  Gbn.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  389. 

Sbioces,  Oapt.  Raphael,  of  the  Alabama,  643. 

Sbten  Days*  Battlbs  before  Ricdimond,  153-^9. 

Sbybn  Pinbs  (or  Fok  Oaks),  battle  of,  141  to 
149 ;  losses  sustained  at,  148. 

Sbwabd,  Hon.  William  H.,  on  the  SLaye-Trade, 
887;  mnrderonsly  assaulted  by  Payne,  750. 

Sbtmoub,  Gbn.  Tbuman,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  156; 
succeeds  Oen.  MeOall,  168 ;  commands  at  South  Moun- 
tain, 198;  operates  In  Florida,  520;  defeated  atOlus- 
te^  581 ;  captured  at  the  Wilderness,  569. 

Sbtmoub,  Hobatio,  elected  Gov.  of  New  York, 
254;  on  the  crisis,  499-500;  addresses  New  York  riot- 
er^ 606;  urges  the  President  to  suspend  drafUng,  607. 

Shaoelbfobd,  Gbn.,  routed  at  Jonesboro^  Tenn., 
by  W.  £.  Jones,  480. 

Shabffbr,  Col.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  274. 

Sharpsbubo,  near  Antietam,  fighting  around, 208. 

Shaw,  Col.  Robbbt  G.,  54th  Mass.,  kiUed  at  Port 
Wagner,  477. 

Shblbt,  Gbn.,  raids  into  Missouri,  453 ;  Is  worst- 
ed by  Can*  near  St  Charles,  654;  captures  most  of  the 
Mth  Illinois,  555;  pursues  Ewing,  558. 

Shblbtyillb  (or  Tullahoma),  position  of  Bragg's 
army,  404;  Soseoians  advanees  to,  410. 

Shbnandoah,  Yalley  of  the,  soene  of  operations, 
176;  Sigers  moyements  in  the,  179:  enemy  moving 
up  the  Yalley  of  the,  180;  Sheridan  devastates,  611. 

Shbphbbd,  Col.,  badly  cut  up  at  Stone  River,  2*76. 

Shephbedstown,  Ya.,  a  flgh^  at,  393. 

Shbplbt,  Gbn.  G.  F.,  Governor  of  Richmond,  738. 

Shbbidan,  Gbn.  Philip  H.,  at  Perryville,  218; 
pndies  the  enemy  to  NolensyiUe,  271 ;  at  Stone  Birer, 
274;  skirmishes  with  Forrest  and  Van  Dom,  284;  at 
Chickamaoga,  421;  at  Mission  Bidge,  48S-442;  at  the 
Wilderness  and  SpottsylvanliL  574 ;  raids  to  Biohmood, 
574;  sneoeeds  Gen.  Hunter,  707;  defeats  Early  at  the 
Opequan,  609;  deyastates  the  Valley,  611;  defeats 
Early  at  Cedar  Creek,  618-14 ;  routs  Early  at  Waynes- 
boro\  727 ;  attacked  by  Lee  at  Five  Forks,  781 ;  relieves 
Warren  from  oomroand,  788;  routs  Pickett  at  Five 
Forks,  788 ;  heads  olT Lee^s  army,  748 ;  at  New  Orleans, 
75a 

Bhbbhan,  Gxn.  T.  W.,  issues  a  proclamation  to 
the  people  of  South  CarollBa,  240;  has  taken  posses- 
sion of  Bdlsto  Island,  460. 

Shbbman,  Gen.  Wil  T.,  64;  68:  at  Pittsburg 
LandinjL  61-69 ;  assails  the  Yazoo  Bluffs,  near  Yicks- 
burg.  291  i  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Hlndman,  298 ;  feints 
on  Haines's  Bluff,  808 ;  at  the  assault  on  Vieksburg, 
810 ;  drives  Johnston  out  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  817 ;  r6en- 
ibroes  Qnnt  at  Chattanooga,  487 ;  his  advance  checked, 
441 ;  edoperatesin  driving  Bragv  from  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, Chattanooga  Tallev,  and  Mission  Bldse.  448 ;  as- 
signed to  the  oomnaand  of  ths  Mississippi,  Ohio,  fto., 


674;  begins  his  Atlanta  campaign,  625 
Johnson  ttom  Dalton  and  Besaca,  626  i 
Dallas  and  Marietta,  628;  is  repulsed 
Mountain,  629 ;  he  repulses  Hood's  flrst 
Decatur,  681 ;  makes  a  flank  movement 
685;  compels  Hood  to  abandon  Atlanta 
the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  from,  68 
trates  for  his  great  march,  689 ;  his  march 
to  Savannah,  6S9  to  692;  captures  For 
698;  Savannah,  695;  remains  a  month 
696;  enters  South  Carolina,  697;  his  route 
nah  to  Ooldsboro\  698:  crosses  the  Edlst 
ree,  699 ;  fell  of  Columbia,  Charleston,  an 
ter,.701 ;  his  order  as  to  foraging,  706-4 ; 
Favetteville,  N.  a,  706 ;  fights  Wu^  at 
706;  Jo.  Johnston  at  Bentonviile,  707 ;  r< 
boro\  708;  advances  agaihst  Johnston  a 
751 ;  arrangement  with  Johnston  at  Sm 
requires  and  constrains  a  surrender,  758. 

Shbbkill,  Ck>L.  Eliaeix,  112th  N.  Y 

at  Harper's  Fenj,  200. 

Shiblds,  Gen.  tTAincs,  wounded,  114 
of  Kemstown,  115 ;  Joins  McDowell  at  Fn 
186 ;  ordered  back  to  the  Valley,  186 ;  fell 
Jackson,  187. 

Ship  Island^  oooupied  by  Gen.  Phel] 
Shbbvbpobt,  La.,  held  by  25,000  : 

Prio^668w 

Siblet,  Gbn.,  his  Indian  campaign,  4 

Siblbt,  Gbn.  H.  F.,  organiaes  brigai 

quest  of  New  Mexico.  21 ;  at  Fort  Bliss,  S 

22^ ;  Santa  F6, 24 ;  abandons  New  Mexi( 

Sickles,  Gen.  Daniel  E.,  at  Fred 
847 ;  at  Chancellorsvllle,  861 ;  worstod  b; 
881 ;  at  Gettysburg,  880-87. 

Sibqes  OF,  Atlanta,  637 ;  Beaufort,  N. 
Charleston,  465-7 ;  529 ;  Corinth,  226  to  28 
ling,  141;  Fort  Donelson,  47-50:  FortFisl 
Fort  Gaines,  651 ;  Fort  Henry,  46 ;  Fort  H 
Fort  McAllister,  Ga^  698;  Fort  Macon,  N 
Morgan,  651 ;  Fort  Pillow,  56,  619 ;  Pulas 
Sanders,  482 ;  Fort  Sumter,  467-9 ;  Fort ' 
81:  Island  Number  Ten,  55;  Knoxvil1e,4! 
641W0;  Newbem,  77;  Plymouth,  N.  C 
Hudson,  818;  881-87;  Savannah,  605;  Yi* 
818;  Yorktown,  120-2L 

SiOBL,  Gbn.  Fbakz,  retreats  fnmi  1 

Ark.,  27-8 ;  at  Pea  Bidse,  28-81 ;  sucoe( 

mont,  172;  on  the  Bappahannock,  179 ;  in 

Gainesville,  188 ;  is  defeated  at  Newmark 

Inridge,  699 ;  is  superseded  by  Hunter,  6(1 

SiLLiMAN,  OoL.,  killed  at  Bloody  Brid 

Sill,  Gen.  J.  W.,  killed  at  Stone  RiT 

Simmons,  Col.,  5th  Pa.,  mortaUy  wov 

SiHMSPORT,  La.,  Banks's  army  march 

Simpson,  Col.,  N.  J.,  killed  at  Gaines' 

Sinclair,  Col.  Wm.  T.,  wounded  at  : 

burg,  847. 
Skiddawat,  8.  C,  abandoned  by  the  1 
Slaughter,  Gen.  J.  E.,  routs  CoL 

Brazos,  on  the  Bio  Grande,  757. 
Slavery  in  War,  232;  Patrick  H( 
Adams,  Edmund  Bandolph,  and  othen 
Joshua  B.  Glddings  and  Gov.  Seward 
Lincoln  on,  287;  the  West  Point  conoe] 
Gens.  McDowell  and  MoClelhm  on,  287-8 ; 
declares  slaves  contraband  of  war,  283;  G 
Gen.  Fremont,  and  President  Lincoln  on, 
T.  W.  Sherman^s  assurance,  240 ;  Gen.  W 
band  ordei\  240 ;  Gena.  Diz  and  Halleck  o 
eron  and  Idnooln  on,  248:  Seward  on, 
Bnmside^s  Boanoke  Island  proclamatloi 
McCook,  BnelLand  Doubleday  on  slave-hi; 
Gen.  Thomas  Williams  expels  all  fhgltiv 
Paine  of  Wisoonshi  thereon,  246;  Lt-C 
thony  thereon,  246:  Gen.  Hunter's  order 
by  the  President,  246-7 ;  Gen.  McClellai 
Mr.  Greeley^  letter  to  the  President,  and 
240;  Mr.  Lincoln  to  the  Emancipatlonfi 
Proclamation  of  Freedom,  258-5;  Ema 
Congress,  256;  army  slave-catching  probi 
Slavery  excluded  from  the  Terrltonea,  261 
bull  on,  268 ;  Slave-Trade  suppression,  26 
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ner  on,  209 ;  the  law  of  ovidenoe,  260 ;  Mr.  Lincoln's  U«t 

me86ag« — Slavery  abolished,  678. 
Slaves,  Rebel  attempt  to  arm,  726. 
SuDELL,  John,  allusion  to,  81. 
SLOOtnf,  Gin.  Henry  W.,  at  Antietam,  207 ;  at 

Chancellorsville,  856;    at  Gettysbori^  880-7;    with 

Shertnftn  in  his  great  march  from  Atlanta  to  Savan- 


Smith,  Gen.  Gustavus  W.,  81 ;  at  Pair  Oaks, 

148-0;  disabled  by  paral]rsi^  t4& 
SifiTH,  Gen.  Preston,  killed  at  ChiokamaTiga,417. 
Skith,  Gen.  E.  Kirby,  invades  Kentackj,  213; 

at  Lawrenceburgh,  221 ;  at  Perryville,  231 ;  attacks 

Steele  at  Jenkins's  ferry,  668 ;  his  last  General  Order, 

767 ;  surrenders,  7681 

Smith,  Col.,  73d  Ohio,  at  Wauhatchie,  436. 
Smith,  Gen.  C.  F.,  46 ;  at  Fort  Donelson,  49 ; 

at  Clarksville,  68 ;  death  of;  66 ;  allnsion  ta  60. 
Smith,  Gen.  T.  R.,  at  Fort  Hindman,  293. 
Smith,  Gen.  Wm.  Sovy,  makes  a  failure,  617. 
Smith,  Gkn.  T.  Kilby,  at  Vicksburg,  311. 
Smith,  Gbn.  Giles  A.,  at  Vicksburg,  311  j  in 

the  Atlanta  campaign,  682 ;  crosses  the  Edisto,  619. 
Smith,  Gen.  W,  F.,  at  Torktown,  121 ;  in  Penin- 

snla  campaign,  122;  at  Antietam,  207 :  at  Fredericks- 

bnrg,  846;  at  0>\d  Harbor,  660-2 ;  at  Petersburg,  68Cc 

Smith,  Gen.  MOBaAK  L.,  69;  wounded  at  Yazoo 

Blnflli,289. 

Smith^  W.  Pbbsoott,  expedites  movement  of 

tro</|>s,  488. 

Smith,  Col.,  27th  Ga.,  killed  at  Antietam,  210. 

Smith,  Gen.  A  J.,  at  Yazoo  Bluffs,  290;  at  Fort 
Hindman,  208;  at  vicksburg,  816;  takes  Port  de  Bus- 
sy,  087 ;  fights  at  Mansura,  661 ;  defeats  Poltgnac  at 
Tellow  Bayou,  651 :  touts  Marmaduke  near  Columbia, 
Ark.,  661;  ordered  to  8t  Louis,  667:  aids  to  drive 
Price  out  nf  Missouri,  6A0  to  662 ;  at  Nashville  under 
Thomas,  662:  helps  defijat  Hood,  684;  rejoins  Canby, 
and  helps  reduce  Mobile,  721. 

Snicker's  Gap,  occupied  by  Lee'a  army,  212. 

Soldiers'  Vote,  224;  for  President,  673. 

Somerset,  Ky.,  Gillmore  routs  Pegram,  427. 

SouL^  Hon.  Piebbb,  98 ;  banished,  100. 

South  Mountain,  Md.,  battle  ot  195-7. 

Spalding,  Col.,  12th  Tenn.  Cavalry,  at  Nash- 
ville, 686. 

Spanish  Fort,  Mobile,  besieged  and  taken,  722. 

Spinoli,  Brig.-Gen.  F.  B.,  wounded  at  Manassas 
Gap,  898;  relieved  trom  command,  661 

Spookbr,  Col.,  83d  Ind.,  at  Vicksburg,  310. 

Spottstlvania  C.  H.,  Va.,  fighting  at,  572-^5. 

Springfield,  Ark.,  attacked  by  Marmaduke,  446. 

Stafford,  Brig.-Gen.,  killed  at  the  Wilderness, 
668. 

Stahl,  Gen.  Julius,  in  fight  at  Cross-Keys,  138. 

Stanley,  Maj.-Gen.  D.  A,  at  luka,  223-4;  at- 
tacks Moriran,  271;  chanrcs  into  Franklin,  272;  wound- 
ed at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  6SS. 

Stannard,  Brig.-Gen.,  of  Vermont,  wounded  at 

Gettysburg,  888. 
Stanton,  Edwin  M.,  appointed  Secretary  of  "War, 
81:  82;  108;  186;  to  McOlellan,  after  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks,  149-150;  to  McClellan,  about  Jackson's  move- 
mentB,  161-2. 

Stark,  Gen.,  killed  at  Antietam,  206. 
Starkweather,  Gbn.,  at  Perryville,  219. 
State  Authority  over  Militia,  488. 
State  Elections,  486 ;  account  of,  608-10;  the 

October,  of  1864,  671-8. 
St.  Charles,  Ark.,  Carr  fights  Shelby  at,  554. 
Stbedman,  Capt.,  naval  expedition,  459. 
Steedman,  Gen.  J.  B.,  at  Chickamauga,  422 :  at 

Nashville,  666. 


Steele,  Gen.  F.,  at  Yazoo  Bluffs,  289 ;  at  Fort 

Hindman,  288;  at  Ticksborg,  811;  captures  Little 
Bock,  461-2;  in  Arkansas  in  1864,  686;  advances  to 
Camden,  662;  attacked  at  Jenkins's  ferry,  658^; 
storms  Blakely,  728. 

Stein,  Col.,  Ohio,  killed  at  Stone  River,  281. 

Stein,  Gen.,  27 ;  killed  at  Prairie  Grove,  40. 

Steinwbhr's  Division,  at  Wauhatchie,  436. 

Stevens,  Gen.  Ibaao  L,  killed  at  Chantilly, 
Va.,  188-9. 

Stevenson,  Gen.,  at  Port  Gibson,  306. 

SisvENsON,  Gbn.  T.  G.,  killed  at  the  Wildar- 
nesK,  671. 

Stewart,  Gen.,  captured  by  Hancock,  572. 

Stewart,  Lt.-Col.,  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  447. 

St.  Louis,  Boeecrans  at,  566-8;  Price  threat- 
ens, 609. 

Stone,  Col^  at  Columbia,  S.  C,  700. 

Stonehan,  Gen.  Geo.  D.,  on  the  Penmsula, 
122-7;  169;  his  orders,  868:  his  raid.  866;  his  diaaa- 
trons  raid  to  Macon.  688-4;  takes  Kingsport,  Tena.^ 
and  Abingdon,  Ya.  688;  carries  Salisbury,  N.  C,  68i; 
destrovs  railroad,  751. 

Stone  River,  or  Murfreeeboro',  battle  of;  273-^ 

8tone*8  Battery,  at  Perryville,  219. 

Strahl,  Gen.,  killed  at  Frankhn,  TemL,  683. 

Strange,  Col.  J.  B.,  on  battle  of  Glendale,  163. 

Streight,  Col.  A.  D.,  51st  Ind.,  raids  into  G«orw 
gia,  286;  captured  in  the  ll^t  at  Nashville,  686. 

Strong,  Gen.,  established  on  Morris  Island,  4t5 ; 
assaults  Fort  Wagner  and  ia  killed,  477. 

Stuart,  Gen.  David,  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  63 ; 
at  Yazoo  BlofTs,  289 ;  at  Fort  Hindman,  29a 

Stuart,  Gen.  J.  K  B.,  raids  around  McClellan's 
army,  160;  his  report,  189;  at  South  Mountain,  196; 
fights  Pleasanton,  869;  at  €kettvsbnrg,  889;  at  Ont«r- 
ville,  896 ;  at  Chickamauga,  422;  mortally  wounded  at 
Tellow  Tavern,  Va.,  674 

Sturgis,  I/t.-Col.,  at  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  305. 

Sturgis,  Maj.-Gen.  8.  D.,  reenforoes  Pope,  179; 
at  Alexandria,  179 ;  is  routed  at  Ountown,  621-2. 

Sullivan,  Gen.  J.  C,  at  luka,  224;  routs  For- 
rest, 282. 

Sumner,  Hon.  Chas.,  on  holdhig  slaves  in  na- 
tional vessels,  and  on  exdnding  trttnesses  because  of 
color,  969. 

Sumner,  Gbn.  Edwin  V.,  108 ;  at  "Williamsburg, 
Vs.,  122-^;  at  Fair  Oaks,  144-7 :  on  the  battie  of  Glen- 
dale, 168;  at  Malvern  Hill,  166;  rSenforoes  Pope, 
187-190;  at  Antietam,  207;  at  Fredericksbuifr,  844. 

Sumter,  bombardment  of  Fort,  467-9;  Dahl- 
gren*8  attack  on,  481 :  restored  to  the  Union ,  747. 

Swamp  Angel,  opens  on  Charleston,  479. 

Swinton,  William,  on  Dupont's  attack  on  Fort 
Sumter,  467-9. 

Stkies,  Gen.,  at  Gaines's  MUl,  156;  at  South 
Mountain,  198;  at  ChancellorsvlUe,  856;  at  Gettys- 
burg, 881-7;  Is  relieved  ttom  command,  664. 

T. 

Talluperro,  Gen.,  at  Cedar  Mountain,  1*77; 
wounded,  1S2. 

Taney,  Roger  B.  (Chief-Justice),  death  of.  671. 
Tattnall,  Com.,  destroys  the  Merrimac,  128. 
Tatlor,  Gen.  Diok,  at  Cross-Keys,  138;     at 

Port  Bepublic,  189;  captures  Brashear  City,  Ijl.  887 ; 

defnts  Washbnme,  near  Opeloneas.  840-1 ;  in  Alabama, 

721 ;  sur^endors  to  Gen.  Ganby,  751 
Taylor,  Gbn.  Geo.  W.,  at  Gaines's  Mill,  156;  is 

defeated  by  Jackson  at  Bull  Bun,  18L 
Taylor,  Col.,  Pa.  BudctaUs,  killed  at  Grettys- 

burg,  888L 

Teoumseh,  The,  destroyed  by  a  torpedo,  651. 

Tennessee,  the  war  in,  212;  Bragg's  amnr  in, 
221 ;  Gen.  Grant  in  command  of  West,  222 ;  Middle 
and  East,  404;  Buck  ner  abandons  East,  429;  Long- 
street's  operations  against  fiumside  in  East,  481-2; 
Hood  invades,  677;  is  drives  out  by  Thomaa,  977-87. 
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TEKMB88BB,  raiD,  fights  and  smrendera,  662-3. 

Tjsrbill,  GsN.f  routed  andkilled  at  PerrjvOle,  219. 

Terbt,  Gbn.  Alfred  H.,  menaces  James  I^and, 
476;  aaaaalts  Fort  Wagner,  481 ;  assaolto  and  takes 
Ffct  FiBher,  TIS ;  helps  capture  Wilmington,  715l 

Tbw,  Gol.,  2d  K.  0.,  killed  at  Antietam,  210. 

Tbxas,  surrender  of  regulars  in,  17;  18;  ordi- 
nance of  Secession,  17;  Gena  Banks  and  Dana  in 
Western,  841 ;  collapse  of  Bebellion  in,  757. 

Thateb,  Gbn.  John  U.^  at  Fort  Hindman,  293. 

Thoburn,  Col.  Jo.,  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  615. 

Thomas,  Col.,  Ga.,  killed  at  Fort  Sanders,  432. 

Thomas,  Gbn.  Gbo.  H.,  at  Mill  Spring,  42-3 ;  at 
Cedar  Mountain,  177;  at  Stone  Biver,  978-6;  at  Chick- 
amanga,  431;  retires  nnassailed,  -tfS;  ordered  to  hold 
Chattanooga,  484;  at  Lookout  Mountain,  Cbattano<^a 
Taller,  andMission  Bldge.  484-44^;  his  official  report, 
4^;  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  026;  in  Tennessee,  640; 
assumes  diief  commana  in  Tennessee,  677;  defeats 
Hood  at  Kashville,  685-6;  results  of  his  campaign,  669. 

Thomas,  Gbn.  (Rebel),  at  second  Bull  Run,  189. 
Thompson,  Col.,  killed  at  Hartsville,  447. 
Thompson,  Col.  N.  C,  killed  at  Centerville,  396. 
Thoboughfasb  Gap,  operations  in,  182. 
Tidball,  Gbn.,  at  Gkiines's  Mill,  156. 
TiLOBN,  Ma  J.,  38th  N.  Y.,  killed  atChantiUy,  188. 
Tilb,  Gbn.,  wounded  at  Centerville,  396. 
TiLOHMAN,  Gen.  Llotd,   at  Fort  Henry,  45; 

surrenders,  47 ;  killed  at  Champion  Hills,  809. 
ToDD,  Geo.,  operates  as  a  guerrilla,  447. 
Toombs,  Gbn.  Robbbt,  wounded  at  Antietam, 

908-ia 
Topping,  Lt.-Col.,  71st  Indiana,  killed,  315. 
Towbb,  Gbn.,  in  the  battle  of  Gainesyille,  187. 
Tribxinb  Qpnoi^  of  Nbw  Yobk,  assailed  by 

draft  rioters,  004. 
Trdiblb,  Bbio.-Gbn.  J.  R.,  at  Malyem  HUl,  166 ; 

takes  Manassas  Junction,  180 ;  at  second  Boll  Bun,  189 ; 

wounded  at  Gettyshurg,  880. 

Tbumbull^  Hon.  Ltman,  on  freeing  the  slavea 

orBebeU,268. 
TuCEBR,  Capt.,  raids  from  Charleston,  465. 
Tunstall*s  Staron,  scene  of  operations,  169. 
TuBNBB^s  Gap,  Franklin  drives  Cobb  from,  196. 
TusouMBLi,  AUl,  captured  by  Mitchel,  285. 
TuTTL^  Gbn.,  at  Yicksburg,  311. 
Twioos,  Gbn.,  treason  at,  17;  dismissal  of;  from 

Confederate  senice,  85. 
Ttlbb,  Gbn.  (Rebel),  killed  at  Fort  Tyler,  720. 
Ttndalb's  Bbigadb,  at  Wauhatchie,  436. 


TTndbbwood,  Col.,  83d  Mass.,  wounded  at  Wan- 

hatchie,485. 
Union  National  Contbntion  in  1864,  658. 
Unionists  reorganize  Arkansas^  555. 


Tallandigham,  Hon.  C.  L.,  arrested  by  Bum- 
side,  480 ;  public  sensation  and  resolve^  480  to  601 ; 
defeated  for  Governor  of  Ohio,  609-510;  his  conversa- 
tion with  Onld,  666. 

Talterdb,  New  Mexico,  battle  of,  22-3. 
Tangb,  Col.  J.  W.,  96th  Ohio,  killed  at  Sabine 

Gross-roads,  540. 
Tan  Oletb,  Gbn.,  killed  at  Stone  River,  277. 
Tan  Dorn,  Gbn.  Earl,  in  Texas,  18 ;  commands 

trans-Mississippi  Department,  27 ;  baffled  by  Slgel,  87 ; 

at  Pea  Rldffe,  28-48;  attacks  Corinth  and  is  defeated, 

226-0;  his  tosses,  881 ;  captures  HoDy  Springs,  287. 


Tioksburo,  BOss.,  bombarded,  57 ;  first  siege  of 
raised,  67-8;  again  bombarded,  101;  attempt  lo  cut 
canal  across  peninsula  opposite,  101-8 ;  siege  of,  again 
abandoned,  102;  operations  asainst,  836;  Sherman 
again  threatens,  289 ;  Sherman  fails  to  take,  291 ;  Com. 
Porter  passes  the  batteries,  801 ;  grand  assault  on,  811 : 
fitilure  of  the  assault  on,  818;  besieged  by  Orant,  and 
surrendered,  810-16. 

TiNOENT,  Col.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  388. 

YiROiNiA,  Pope's  operations  in,  172;  Banks  and 
McDowell  assigned  to  Pope,  172;  fight  at  Wythe  villa 
and  Lewlsburg,  408. 

w. 

'Waohusbtt,  Capt  Collins,  captures  the  Florida 
in  Bahia  harbor,  64fr-6. 

Wadsworth,  Gbn.  James  S.,  Military  Governor 
of  Washington,  108 :  on  strength  of  Rebel  army  at 
Manassas  in  Jan.,  1868, 118:  strength  of  his  force  for 
defense  of  Washington,  180;  at  Gettysburg,  877:  in 
council  at  Williamsport,  898;  killed  in  the  WUder- 
ne8a,669. 

WAiNWRiaHT,  Col.,  wounded  at  South  Moun- 
tain, 19& 

Wadtwrioht,  Capt.,  killed  at  Galveston,  324 

Waitb,  Col.  C.  A.,  captured  at  San  Antonio,  18. 

"Walkbr,  Gbn.  "W.  H.  T.,  at  Antietam,  207 ;  de- 
feated at  Jackson,  806;  at  Ghiokamauga,  416;  fights 
Brannan  at  Poootaligo,  468;  retreats  up  Red  rlyer  be- 
fore Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  687 ;  killed  at  Decatur,  6a.,  688. 

"Walker,  Capt.  (Navy),  up  the  Yazoo  river,  318. 
Wallaob,  Gbn.  Lew.,  49 ;  at  Pittsburg  Landing, 

60-71 ;  defeated  at  the  Monocacy,  606. 
Wallaob,  Gbn.  W.  H.  L.,  59;  63;  killed  at 

Pittsburg  Landing,  61 
Walthall,  Gbn.,  at  Chickamauga,  417. 
War  and  its  Causes,  Franklin  Pierce  on,  497. 
Ward,  Gen.  Hobart,  at  ChanceUorsville,  360; 

at  Manassas  Gap  fight,  808L 
Warino,  Col.  Geo.  E.,  defeats  Marmaduke  at 

Batesyiile,  447 ;  at  Quntown,  Miss.,  681. 
Warner,  Gbn.,  fights  at  Henderson's  Hill,  La., 

687. 

Warren,  Gbn.  Fitz  Henrt,  r§enforoes  Banks 
on  Bod  river,  660. 

Warren,  Gen.  George  S.,  atGunes's  Mill,  156; 
Malvern  HilL  165:  Antietam,  208;  ChanceUorsville, 
866;  Centerville,  806;  commands  the  6th  corps,  664; 
at  ^  the  Wilderness,'^  567  to  671 ;  charges  at  Spottsyl- 
vaniA.  672 ;  at  Cold  Harbor,  680  to  682 ;  destroys  Wel- 
don  Kaik-oad,  726;  defeats  Pegram  at  Dabney's  mill, 
726:  flghu  on  Rowanty  creek,  780 ;  in  Dght  at  Five 
Porksr781-2 ;  relieved  by  Shertdan,  788. 

Warrbnton  Junction,  operations  at^  181 ;  395. 

Warrenton  Springs,  Va.,  operations  at,  182. 

Washburnb,  Gen.  C.  C,  84;  at  Helena,  35;  at 
Yicksburg,  814;  defeated  near  Opelousas,  840;  on 
Bebel  conspiraey,  657. 

Washington  Citt,  force  left  for  defense  of, 
180-1:  McDoweirs  corps  retained  for  defense  of^l81: 
Gen.  Banks  in  command  at,  194;  Early  menaces  ana 
is  repulsed  from,  606. 

Washington,  Capt.,  killed  at  Yicksburg,  310. 

Washington,  N.  C,  Foster  repels  Hill  at,  483. 

Wauhatohib,  Gen.  Gtoarj  yictorious  at,  435. 

Waynesboro*,  V A.,  Sheridan  routs  Early  at,  727. 

Watnbsboro',  Ga.,  Eilpatrick  at,  691 ;  692. 

Wead,  Gbn.  F.  F.,  killed  at  Cold  Harbor,  582. 

Webb)  Brig.-Gbn.,  wounded  at  Gettysburg,  388. 

Webb,  Col.,  killed  at  Sabine  Cross-roads,  540. 

Wbbstbr,  Col.  J.  D.,  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  65. 

Webster,  Col.  D.  Fletcher,  of  Mass.,  killed  at 
Gainesville,  189. 

Weed,  Gen.  a  H.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  388. 

Wbehawken,  iron-dad,  Capt  John  Rogers,  cap- 
tores  the  Atlanta,  472-8. 
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WsrrzBL,  Gbk.  CtoDFRSr,  with  Gen.  Bttti«lr*8  ez« 
pedition,  88. 91, 97 ;  sent  to  lAfbarohe,  104-4(;  declines 
to  tsaault  WihningtoB,  711;  enteri  Blehmood,  787. 

Wbssells,  Gbn.,  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks,  148. 

West  Point,  Va.,  Ught  at,  126-7. 

West  Virginia,  operations  in,  108;  140;  598. 

Wharton,  Gen.,  raids  in  Middle  Tenn.,  433. 

Wheeler,  Gen.,  wounded  at  Lovergne,  271; 
his  attack  a  Mlore,  978;  980;  988;  raids  in  Ewl  Ten- 
nessee, 488;  at  Cfafcksmanga,  41& 

WmTAKER,  Gen.,  at  Chickamaugay  422. 

Whttb  Oak  Swamp,  battte  of,  160-1;  bridge 

retaken,  170. 

White,  Gen.  Julius,  at  Kartinsburg  and  Har- 
per's Ferry,  199. 

WHiTB,  Oapt.,  at  Vicksburg,  312. 

WmriNQv  Gbn.,  at  MalTem  Hill,  166. 

WiOKLiFFB,  Hon.  C.  A^  enlightened  by  Gen. 
Hnnter,  615. 

Wilcox,  Gbn.  0.  M.  (Rebel),  at  Glendale^  168; 
at  Hopewell  Gap,  188. 

Wild,  Gbn.,  in  North  Carolina,  635. 

Wilder,  Col.  J.  T.,  snrreoders  to  Bragg  ttt 

ManfordsvUle,  216. 

Wilderness,  battle  of  the,  567  to  670. 

Willard,  Col.,  killed  at  Gettysburg,  38d. 

Williams,  Gen.  Thomas,  in  first  attadt  on 
Ticksbora.  07-8;  at  Fort*  Jackson  and  Bt  PhiHp,  97; 
anin  at  Y  ioksburg,  101 ;  in  command  at  Baton  Booge, 
102 ;  death  of;  108 ;  Iseaes  orders  to  drive  fhim  csmps 
ud.garrlsons  colored  ftigitives,  241 

Williams,  Gen.  A.  8.,  with  Sherman  in  his 
great  march,  689  to  696. 

Williams,  Col.,  UL,  killed  at  Stone  Biver,  281. 

WiLLUMS,  Capt.,  at  siege  of  Oorintb^  227« 

WiLLiAM^UBQ^  Ta.,  battle  of,  122-6. 

WiLUOB,  Gbn.,  captured  at  Stone  RiTer,  274. 

WiLMiNCKroN,  N.  C,  defimses  (^710;  Butler  and 
Weitzel  decline  to  assault,  711;  SehoOskl  eaptorea, 
71& 

Wilson,  Hon.  Hekbt,  of  Mass.,  ott  the  return 
of  fugitive  slayes.  261 ;  btU  to  provide  for  edoeating  col- 
ored children,  266. 

Wilson,  Gen.  Jambs  H..  raids  through  oeotral 
Alabama,  717;  captors  of  Selma  and  Montoomenr, 
719-72a 

WiNOBBSTBB,  Ta.,  Jaokson  ctofeated  «t,  136 ; 
Oen.  BweU  takes,  STL 

WiNSLOw,  Capt.  John,  of  the  Kearsarge,  en- 
gages the  Alabama,  and  sinks  her,  646-47. 


Winthbop,  Gbn.  Frbd.,  kilted  St  Fife  9Mu»  734. 

Wise,  Gen.  Hbnbt  A.,  at  Roanoke  Island,  74^ 

WiSB,  Capt.  0.  J.,  killed  at  do,  76. 

WOLFB,  I/r.-CoL.,  killed  at  BfohaMnd,  Kj^  216. 

Wolford,  Gbn.  Frank  T.,  oproees  Morgan,  404; 
porsaes  Pegram  to  Somerset,  4m ;  icpela  Seett^  ea^ 
airy,  498;  is  routed  al  Philadelphia, Tenn.,  48L 

Wood,  Gbn.  T.  J.,  wounded  at  Stone  River,  276; 
at  ChickamMiga,  416;  St  Misrtoa  Bidg«,  44»f  s*  Ksah- 
Vllle,684-d 

Wood,  Maj.,  brings  off  kmr  gims  from  Haiy- 

land  Height^  980i 
Wood,  Brio.-Gbn.  (BebelV  wounded,  221. 
Wood,  Col.  Ja&,  IdOth  N.  T.,  at  Wauhatchie,  436. 
Woodward,  Jcdob  Gaa  W.,  on  the  ooascrip- 

tlon  act,  488;  beaten  is  csadMMe  Iw  fleirenMr  of 

Punsylvanla,  609. 

Wooi^  Gbn.  John  BL,  at  Fortress  ttonroe,  127; 

occnples  Korfolk  and  Portamonth,  197 ;  detached  from 
McClellan^s  command,  189;  his  order  in  relation  to 
eolored  contrabands,  9i0. 

Wordbn,  Lt.  John  L.,  fights  the  Kerriniao^  ia 

the  Monitor,  and  Is  woanded,  lia 
Wright,  Gbn.  H.  G.,  assaults  SeoesriOBTille,  461: 

at  the  WUdemesi,  668-71;  at  Oold  Harbor,  8664;  at 

PMersborg,  784. 

Wright,  Gbn.  (Rebel),  a6  Mahrem  HBl,  165; 

bonded  at  Anttotam.  2Ml 
Wtman,  0€fL,  J.  B.,  kOled  aear  Tioksbnrg,  290. 
WTTHByiLLB,ya^  fight at| 403;  GUlemtakea200 

men  and  8  gaim  Sft.  6& 

Y. 

Taboo  Citt,  fighting  $^  309-310;  BIS. 
Yazoo  Blutfs,  Sherman  demonstrates  on,  269. 
Ybadon,  RioBLABD.  oWbtu  $19^000  reward  ftir 

Gen.  Bailor,  106. 
Yellow  Batou,  La.,  fight  of  JL  J.  Santh,  with 

F»HgBao,66L 

Yore  Rivbb  Railroad,  burned  bj  Rebda,  169l 
YOBXTOWN,  Ya.,  siege  o^  120-22;  eyacuasion  of 
hj  Msgmder,  122;  embarkation  ot  troops  at,  171. 


ZoLUOOiTBB^  Gbnl,  kHM  amm  Bj^inc^  42^ 


The  End. 
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